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Styx Lights Up the Stage 
at Hard Rock Cafe Grand Opening 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


TAMPA — The red carpet was rolled 
out at the Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casi- 
no Jan. 12 as the Seminole Tribe, celebrity 
guests and Hard Rock enthusiasts opened 
the doors to the new Hard Rock Cafe. 

The grand opening marks the 134th 
Hard Rock Cafe in the world, and Tampa 
did the name justice during the opening fes- 
tivities with plenty of rock 4 n’ roll and, of 
course, guitar smashing. 

Tampa Tribal resident Bobby Henry 
kicked off the event with the blessing fol- 
lowed by the Seminole Tribal Council tak- 
ing the stage. 

“We never thought that we’d be here 
on the stage at the Hard Rock Casino,” 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. “Back in 
the early 4 90s bones were discovered, and 
then we had a village and then we had a 
Bingo, then we had a casino, and now we 
have a Hard Rock.” 

Brighton/Tampa Council Rep. Andrew 
J. Bowers Jr. thanked everyone for coming 
and encouraged them to come back. 

“I promise you the food at the Hard 
Rock Cafe is great and the service is great,” 
Rep. Bowers said. 

The Tribal Council lined up for the in- 


famous guitar smashing making all Semi- 
nole Hard Rock events and venues official. 

Tommy Shaw, the lead singer from 
Styx, and Joey Fatone of *NSYNC joined 
the Council on stage for the smashing. 

Shaw and the rest of his Styx band 
members took to the stage for a concert 
down memory lane performing hits from 
the 4 70s and ‘80s including “Come Sail 
Away,” “Lady” and “Too Much Time on 
My Hands.” 

After the concert, guests partied until 
the wee hours with celebrity DJ Samantha 
Ronson. 

Socialite Nicky Hilton, actresses Ali 
Landry and Stephanie Pratt, celebrity chef 
Steve Martorano and the first Hard Rock 
Cafe server Rita Gilligan made their way 
down the red carpet. 

The new Hard Rock Cafe took the 
place of Floyd’s Night Club, but is twice 
the size at 17,500 square feet and 350 seats. 
The Tampa Hard Rock Cafe offers a bit 
more than most Hard Rock Cafe venues. 

“We’re very proud to be a location 
where Hard Rock International has chosen 

Please see HARD ROCK on page A6 



Rachel Buxton 

Tribal Council along with Styx’s Tommy Shaw and *NSYNC’s Joey Fatone line up for the infamous 
Hard Rock guitar smashing. 


Softball Player Mary Huff Continues 
Her Dream and Signs with UCF 

BY R A CHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 



OKEECHOBEE — It was a proud day for Brighton community members Jan. 30 
as one of their Tribal students took the next step in her education career and toward one of 
her own personal goals. Mary Huff, a star softball player, signed a two-year scholarship 
to play softball with the University of Central Florida in Orlando. 

Community members gathered at the Hampton Inn for a celebration and mock sign- 
ing to congratulate the young ath- 
lete. 

“A few years ago I kind of en- 
visioned this scene right here,” said 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. An- 
drew J. Bowers Jr. 

Huff attended Okeechobee 
High School where she played 
softball all four years, and then 
headed off to St. Petersburg Col- 
lege in Clearwater for a year before 
transfering to Indian State River 
College for her last year at a com- 
munity college level. 

Huff said the University of 
Central Florida scouted her at one 
of her last games for IRSC and 
from there she went on to sign with 
the Division I School. 

“I had a lot of other offers to 
Division II and Division III,” Huff 
said. “But I felt like I didn’t work 
this long and this hard to be second 
best.” 

For the past 13 years, Huff’s 
parents John and Vickey Huff trav- 
eled around the country giving 
Huff the opportunity to hone her 
skills. Huff is a starting pitcher and 
Rachel Buxton owes it to her father who once was 
The autographs begin early as Mary Huff signs a few a pitcher himself. Her father said 
softballs in commemoration of her signing with the Uni- 
versity of Central Florida girls’ softball team. Please see HUFF on page A2 



Middle School Students 
Get a Close-Up Look at 
the Nation's Capital 

BY BRIANA D ’ANDREA 
Contributing Reporter 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - As Seminole Tribal 
students in grades six through eight walked the 
streets of Washington, D.C., they were entrenched 
in history and politics that have shaped today’s so- 
ciety. They were engulfed in the opportunity of a 
lifetime: the chance to travel with Close-Up, an 
organization dedicated to giving students an in- 
side look at some of the nation’s most treasured 
monuments and memorials in the capital and in 
Philadelphia. 

“All the history, all the knowledge that you 
can gain from this is quite amazing, it truly is,” said 
Apolonia Nunez, a sixth grader from Okeechobee. 
She’s 11 years old but understands the importance 
Briana D’Andrea 0 f the Washington Monument, a representation 
Sixth through eighth grade students take in “The Three Soldiers” War Memorial located at the 

National Mall in D.C. Please see CLOSE UP on page A6 


President Obama Holds White House Tribal Nations Conference 



Official White House Photo by Pete Souza 

President Barack Obama meets with Tribal leaders in the Roosevelt Room of the White House, Dec. 15, 2010. 


BY MIRANDA M 0TL0W 
Contributing Reporter 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - President 
Barack Obama hosted the White House 
Tribal Nations Conference, which was the 
second annual conference for the Obama 
Administration, on Dec. 16, 2010. 

“What I said then was that as President, 
I would make sure you had a voice in the 
White House. I said that so long as I held 
this office, never again would Native Ameri- 
cans be forgotten or ignored,” Obama said. 

The original purpose of the Nations 


Conference was not only to strengthen the 
nation-to-nation bond, but also to essen- 
tially build on government-to-govemment 
relationships. Leaders of the 565 federally 
recognized Tribes in attendance had an op- 
portunity to directly interact with the Presi- 
dent and the highest-level representatives 
of his cabinet. The conference consisted of 
open and closed sessions, as well as break- 
out sessions in order to give the Tribal lead- 
ers a chance to express the major concerns 
pertaining to their Tribe. 

While other Tribes voiced concerns 
over poverty and high crime rates, the chief 


concern pertaining to the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida was the issue of land use. 

Tina Osceola, chief historic resource of- 
ficer, traveled to D.C. to represent the Semi- 
nole Tribe on this issue. She states the Tribe 
is spending an ordinate amount of Tribal re- 
sources on what is inherently a federal func- 
tion. 

“When we develop our land we’re do- 
ing the work and paying for the work of the 
federal government, and we’re getting a lot 
of resistance from the eastern region B.I.A. 

Please see CONFERENCE on page A2 


Senior Mabel Jim Retires after 36 Years of Working with Tribe 


BY AIMEE HOYT 
Editor 

BIG CYPRESS — Family, friends and co-workers filled the Her- 
man L. Osceola Gymnasium Dec. 27 to celebrate Tribal senior Mabel 
Jim’s 36-year career working with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The 
Johnny Cash-themed retirement celebration featured a “Walk the Line” 
video slideshow, reflections and dedications, and an award presentation 
followed by lunch. 

Jim started her career as a receptionist at the Cattle & Range office 
in Big Cypress more than three decades ago. Over the years, she has 
worked within various departments of the Tribe where she said she en- 
joyed traveling and the opportunity to meet new people. 

“I loved my job since I started. I didn’t know how to operate the 
telephone but I self trained myself,” Jim said. 

Master of ceremonies and former Chairman James Billie said Jim 
has a very precious family, who were known for being hunters and medi- 
cine type people. 

Family members joined Jim at the front of the gym during the party 
to support her. Her son, Lenny Jim, said while she is looking forward to 
her retirement, she will never retire from being his mother. 

Since she began her career with the Tribe, Jim has worked with five 
Big Cypress Council representatives, six Board representatives and nu- 
merous presidents. She has also worked with former Chairman Howard 
Tommie to the current Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 

Please see MABEL JIM on page A2 



Aimee Hoyt 

After making her grand entrance riding in a horse-drawn carriage, 
Mabel Jim, center, enters her retirement celebration with Big Cy- 
press Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, former Chairman James Billie, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, and President Richard Bowers Jr. and her 
grandchildren. 
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A Uessage front the Editor in Chief 


As a reader of 
Seminole Tribune and 
as a Tribal citizen I 
have lately looked in 
the paper for articles 
commenting and 
analyzing current is- 
sues that concern the 
Tribe. 

Now, as the new 
editor in chief, I am 
pleased to introduce 
to you a new column 
written by STOF Ex- 
ecutive Officer and Tribal citizen Tina Osceola, which will hope- 
fully delight and incite you every month from now on. 

Tina’s knowledge of Indian affairs and her extensive profes- 
sional experience make her a strong voice in our community. She 
has been involved in various Tribal projects and has traveled ex- 
tensively representing the Tribe. 

As executive officer she oversees the award-winning Florida 
Seminole Tourism department and represents her region on the 
Southeast Tourism Society, working closely with its leadership. 

Tina also serves as the Seminole Tribe’s Chief Historic Re- 
sources officer, overseeing the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, the coun- 
try’s first tribally governed museum to receive national accredita- 
tion from the American Association of Museums. 

Tina is responsible for the Tribal Historic Preservation Office, 
an office that assumed the role of the State Historic Preservation 


Office in October of 2006 under the requirements of the National 
Historic Preservation Act. This office reviews more than 3,000 
off-reservation projects and almost 4,000 land use applications for 
on-reservation projects. 

An AIANTA member since 2005, Tina Osceola served as an 
at-large member and board secretary before being elected Presi- 
dent in 2008. Under her leadership, AIANTA has continued to 
play a larger role in the national tourism industry. In the last two 
years, AIANTA has developed meaningful relationships with the 
White House, as well as federal and state agencies, and has ex- 
panded its reach internationally to become the respected voice of 
Indian Country tourism. 

Tina is an active member on other national boards including 
the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian and 
the U.S. Travel Association. Prior to becoming an executive of- 
ficer with the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Tina spent nine years as 
the Public Affairs Supervisor under Sheriff Don Hunter (retired) 
of the Collier County Sheriff’s Office. She received her master’s 
degree in Public Administration from Nova Southeastern Univer- 
sity and her Bachelor of Science from Rollins College. Tina is a 
resident of her hometown, Naples, Fla., and is the proud mother 
of two children, Dakota and Brody. She is the daughter of OB 
and Joanne Osceola, and the granddaughter of the late Cory and 
Juanita Osceola. 

Please welcome Tina’s voice in the Seminole Tribune\ 

Thank you, 

Ciara Billie-Gurue 




Aimee Hoyt 

Johnny Cash impersonator Keith Coleman, left, entertains Mable Jim, second from left, and her 
family and friends at her Johnny Cash-themed retirement celebration in Big Cypress’ Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium on Dec. 27. 



Mabel Jim 
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As a sign of appreciation, 
Mable Jim received the key 
to Big Cypress, courtesy of 
the Tribe. 

Naji Tobias 


MABEL JIM 

From page A1 


Chairman Cypress joked, 
“She’s seen a lot of changes, es- 
pecially my hair that’s turned to 
gray.” 

“I don’t know a word to de- 
scribe what you’ve done,” the 
Chairman told Jim. “Retirement 
is the word today.” 

Other loved ones and of- 
ficials came forth to reflect on 
Jim’s accomplishments and to 
pay tribute for her steadfast dedi- 
cation to the Tribe. 

Brighton/Tampa Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. told 
the crowd how he often went to 
Jim for help since she knew ev- 
eryone and knew where every- 
thing was. 

“She always steered me in 
the right direction when I first 
came into this [Tribe],” he said. 

After paying tribute to Jim, 
Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger presented her with 
an award for her hard work. 

“Thirty-six years shows the 
dedication you have to the Tribe,” 
Tiger said. “I’m very, very, very 
proud of you.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
said that Jim won’t stay away for 
long though. 

“We call them senior trips 
and that’s her favorite thing, so 
I’m sure she’ll be hanging around 
here,” he said. 

While she will greatly miss 
the people she worked with, Jim 
said she is most looking forward 
to staying home and relaxing 
during her retirement. She said 
she also hopes to take vacations, 
spend more time with family and 
visit friends who live out of state. 

Before closing remarks, Sec- 
retary of Tribal Council and Cor- 
porate Board of Directors Pris- 
cilla Sayen said she never had to 
worry when Jim was working be- 
cause she always had everything 
under control. “Mabel, if you 
ever need a job, I still need you,” 
Sayen said. 


OUR SEMINOLE VOICE 


ear Readers, 

Welcome to my first column with 
the Seminole Tribune. It is my plan to write 
to you about timely issues and topics that 
will not only inform you about what is go- 
ing on in Indian Country, our nation, and 
our world, but to also suggest why it mat- 
ters. Some of these issues we may agree 
upon and others we may not and it is my 
hope that in those cases, the column will 
spark or provoke a dialogue that promotes 
healthy discourse. 

My first column focuses on the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida’s nation- to-nation rela- 
tionship with the President of 
the United States. 

As a sovereign nation, 
the nation-to-nation relation- 
ship we have with the White 
House is and should be recog- 
nized as the cornerstone to not 
only how we consult or nego- 
tiate with those outside of the 
Tribe, but should be the image 
that we all see when identify- 
ing ourselves. 

On Dec. 16, 2010, Presi- 
dent Barack Obama invited 
representatives from the 565 
American Indian Tribes and 
Native Alaskans to our nation’s capital for 
the second annual Tribal Leaders Summit. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress authorized me 
to represent our Tribe at this event. I went 
there with a job to do - to work as hard as I 
could to get our voice heard and to make the 
presence of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
known. 

When given the opportunity to speak 
to the cabinet members during the “Nation 
to Nation” breakout session we thanked the 
President for calling together the tribes of 
the United States and reaffirming their pow- 
ers as sovereign nations. We asked that the 
President allow us to help further his agenda 
to help Indian Country become a stronger 
partner in efforts to advance programs that 
benefit every citizen of the United States. 

I must say that I have watched sympa- 
thetically, but angrily, as the President’s ene- 
mies - and, in some cases, his friends - seek 
to confuse, distort, and ignore the sweeping 
mandate of two years ago that our country 
be no longer divided. They allow the spe- 
cial interests and Washington insiders to put 
their agendas ahead of those who shared his 
election changes. They continue to put par- 
tisan politics ahead of those in our country 
who need this President’s vision fulfilled. In 
some cases, they use the bureaucracy and 
red-tape he inherited to strangle progress. 

In Indian Country we have long under- 
stood the barriers the President faces. We are 
indigenous peoples who are adjusting to a 
long history of silent genocide. 

Problems that are pervasive within the 
United States are most often magnified in 
Indian Country; poverty and unemployment 
levels that reach 80 percent, poor access to 


quality health care and education, drug and 
alcohol abuse. 

But, the overwhelming issue affecting 
the American Indian, - the Seminole, - is 
the threat to our sovereignty. Sovereignty 
is about self-definition and empowerment, 
about telling our own story our own way, 
and about taking control of our future. 

We recognize that many tribes are fac- 
ing crises. Some are facing economic crisis. 
Some are facing drug and alcohol crises. 
Some are facing state or federal ignorance 
of native culture and native rights. Some 
are facing battles over mineral rights. Some 
are facing the loss of the very land and civi- 
lization that has kept them 
alive for centuries. We have 
faced fights with uncoopera- 
tive and unrelenting oppo- 
nents who care about neither 
the truth nor the greater good. 
We haven’t been recognized 
for our unique and legal sov- 
ereignty or even given our 
rights as taxpaying Ameri- 
cans. 

For far too many years, 
the Department of the Inte- 
rior has stood between In- 
dian Country and the highest 
seats of power. This barrier 
weakens the nation-to-nation relationship 
originally envisioned by American founding 
fathers and has been marred by generations 
of ineptitude, corruption and broken prom- 
ise. For far too long, Indian issues were 
relegated to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
within Interior, but far, far from the direct 
consideration of a U.S. President. 

We called upon the President to finally 
break the bureaucratic bounds that have kept 
Native Americans from just recognition as 
partners in America’s future. We asked that 
the President consider creating a Depart- 
ment of Indian Affairs. 

We respectfully asked that he allow 
us, finally, participation at the most impor- 
tant table in the U.S., the table that seats his 
cabinet, his trusted partners and advisors. As 
leaders of our respective nations, we share 
the humbling and difficult task of defending 
and protecting our people. 

Protecting their rights. Keeping them 
safe from invasion. Educating them. 

Keeping them healthy. Serving them. 
The similarities provide a foundation for 
dialogue. 

We called upon the President to appoint 
a Secretary of Indian Affairs so that we can 
be heard without filter. Without trying to 
figure out which Cabinet Secretary our is- 
sue falls under. Appointing a Secretary of 
Indian Affairs would be much more than a 
symbolic gesture. 

I will continue to pursue this agenda 
and will be presenting many issues that af- 
fect our Tribe and our resources from this 
political framework. Talk to you next issue. 




TINA OSCEOLA 


CONFERENCE 

From page A1 


office,” Osceola said. 

Osceola said that even though she did 
not speak to President Obama in person, it 
was important to engage in dialogue with his 
cabinet members. 

“It’s important for the Tribal members 
to understand that what we did by show- 
ing up here is we carried our message to the 
White House. It was vitally important to the 
big picture and how we move forward in the 
future,” she said. 

The 12 leaders who met with the Presi- 
dent represent the geographic diversity of 


the country and were selected by their re- 
gional peers. The leaders are: President Shir- 
ley of the Navajo Nation; Chairman Black 
Eagle of the Crow Tribe; Chairman Smith 
of the Pala Band of Mission Indians; Chief 
Red Eagle of the Osage Nation; Chairperson 
Edwards of the Caddo Nation of Oklahoma; 
Chairman Barbry of the Tunica-Biloxi Indi- 
an Tribe; Chairman Hall of the Three Affili- 
ated Tribes; Chairman Wright of the Pyra- 
mid Lake Paiute Tribe; Chairman Hayes of 
the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe; Chairman Cla- 
doosby of the Swinomish Tribe; President 
Thomas of the Central Council Tlingit & 
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska; Chairwoman 
Diver of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Su- 
perior Chippewa. 


HUFF 

From page A1 

he taught her how to pitch after she 
came to him as a young girl asking 
for help. 

“I told her if you want to go 
somewhere you’re just going to 
have to stick with it,” said Huff’s 
father. “It’s just been kind of like a 
dream come true.” 

Huff’s high school softball 
coach Kim Hargraves was present 
for the momentous occasion and 
said she saw this happening from 
the first day she saw Huff step onto 
the field. She even went as far as to 
say that Huff is probably in her top 
five of most enjoyable players she 
has coached. 

“She is a phenomenal person, 
phenomenal athlete,” Hargraves 
said. “The thing is she is so driven 
and has a strong personality that 
some people just didn’t know how 
to take her.” 

Huff’s dedication has truly 
paid off as she headed to UCF Jan. 
3 to meet with her new softball 
family. 

“I’m just real excited,” Huff 
said. “I feel like this is everything 
I’ve ever worked for and it’s finally 
happening.” 



Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. says he forsees a 
bright future for Mary Huff. 




Vickey Huff 

Mary Huff shows off what she does best: softball. 
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Adina Loochkartt 

The Site at the Seminole Casino Coconut Creek features 340 slot machines and 18 blackjack tables. 


Seminole Casino Coconut Creek 
Has More Room for Gambling, Dining and Partying 


BY AIMEE HOYT AND ADINA LOOCHKARTT 
SMP 

COCONUT CREEK - In a festive decor and 
watched by the crowd and the media, Steve Bonner, gen- 
eral manager of Seminole Casino Coconut Creek and 
Seminole Casino Hollywood “The Classic,” hammered 
the wall that was sitting between the patrons and the new 
16,000-square-foot gaming room. 

Named The Site, the building offers 400-plus gam- 
ing positions, a new restaurant and a bar. Bonner calls this 
grand opening the first step — not the final step — to con- 
struction at the casino. 

Tribal elder Paul ‘Cowbone’ Buster led a packed 
crowd in a traditional blessing at the Dec. 17 event. 

“Seminoles have made long strides of accomplish- 
ments, and we couldn’t have done it without you,” Buster 
said. 

The Site is expected to employ more than 200 people, 
in addition to the 114 dealers and managers recently hired 
when the casino introduced live blackjack on Aug. 13, 
2010. The Site replaces the pavilion tent and got its name 


from the facility’s theme, that of a construction site. 

“What we’ve added today are 340 slot machines and 
18 blackjack tables,” Bonner said. 

The Site also features a non-smoking gaming area and 
The Whistle Stop restaurant, which contains an actual old 
time construction lunch wagon, and a Wrecking Bar with 
live entertainment and nine video slot machines. “We actu- 
ally view this as a stepping stone for the future of the Co- 
conut Creek Casino,” Bonner said about the grand opening 
of the gaming building. 

The Site is a temporary building and the second step 
of a bigger project set to create an entertainment destina- 
tion center, including a performing arts center, expanded 
casino space, a meeting/convention hotel, retail shopping 
and nightclubs. The Seminole Tribe and the City of Coco- 
nut Creek have been working together for five years on the 
casino’s master plan, according to Bonner. 

Also part of the master plan are three new restaurants 
and an additional garage. The construction for the garage 
will start in the spring and is expected to open in early 
2012. “We will be adding 30-40 tables, 700-800 slot ma- 
chines, and over 1,000 new jobs,” Bonner said. 



Adina Loochkartt 


Steve Bonner, center, general manager of Seminole Casino Coconut Creek and 
Seminole Casino Hollywood, gets ready to tear down the wall that sits between 
the crowd and the new gaming room. Bonner was helped by two VIP casino pa- 
trons. 



Adina Loochkartt 

Paul ‘Cowbone’ Buster leads the blessing before the opening ceremonies. 



Adina Loochkartt 

Casino dealers await for patrons in the new gaming room. 



Jessica Osceola 

Under the watchful eye of Traditional Arts Specialist Jessica Osceola, Alexus Walden uses the sewing machine for the first 
time and pieces together patchwork. 


Juanita Osceola Center 
Presents Colorful Patchwork Party 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — The Juanita Osceola Center was a 
bee hive of activity on Jan. 7 when community mem- 
bers congregated for an evening that offered something 
for everyone regardless of age. 

Traditional Arts Specialist Jessica Osceola planned 
the occasion as a kickoff for the Tribal Fair projects. 
She encouraged all Tribal citizens to submit an item of 
patchwork, basketry, beading, wood carving or tradi- 
tional art based upon their age category for the upcom- 
ing competition. 

“Lacking the necessary skills is not a justifiable 
excuse for failing to enter a project,” Osceola said. “We 
have orchestrated workshops, art and craft seminars 
throughout the year and continue to offer guidance. 
You are never too young or too old to start practicing 
the traditional skills of your heritage, and we are al- 
ways happy for the opportunity to assist you.” 

Osceola commented on the adults and seniors who 
have been frequenting the center to work together, 
while the children attend homework and tutoring class 
afterschool. Following their education requirements, 
the youngsters migrate toward the craft center and 
work on their own projects. The social atmosphere and 
learning experience is similar to the camp lifestyle of 
the past and all ages are benefiting. 

Carefully picking out her own colors and design, 
7-y ear-old Alexus Walden tried her hand on the sew- 
ing machine for the first time at the Patchwork Party. 
Before the evening was over, she had completed a full 


yard of patchwork and was taking instructions in build- 
ing an apron/potholder set. 

Teenager Corrine Zepeda tackled the difficult job 
of making a skirt. Coordinating her fabrics, she created 
her patchwork, and by the end of the session incorpo- 
rated it into a beautiful article of clothing. 

A high school freshman, Marissa Osceola has be- 
come very familiar with the sewing machine during the 
past year and is working toward perfecting more dif- 
ficult designs and exercising her creativity. 

Sewing patchwork was the nucleus of the event; 
however, the forum was similar to most family gather- 
ings and branched out into numerous directions. While 
not directly involved in creating patchwork, several 
community members attended the party to share in the 
camaraderie of the occasion. 

Local musician George Colyer coordinated a small 
band of youngsters who practiced their newfound skills 
on the guitar, percussion instruments and keyboard. 
The majority of the group had participated in similar 
sessions during the previous year and looked forward 
to making beautiful music together. 

The smaller children settled down in front of the 
big screen to watch cartoons and kid-friendly movies 
while munching on big bowls of popcorn. As the hours 
passed, they curled up in their blankets and drifted away 
into dreamland, accompanied by the steady rhythm of 
their mothers’ sewing machines just like their parents 
and grandparents had done generations before them. 

See more photos on page 4A 


Tribal Citizen James Billie Teams 
with SUBWAY Franchise to Fight Diabetes 


BY CHRIS C. J ENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Former Tribal Chairman 
James Billie will be lending his support and voice to a 
new partnership and initiative with national food chain 
SUBWAY. 



As part of its new Diabetes Friendlier Meal Choices 
campaign and menu, Billie spoke about his involvement 
with the international franchise at the Native Village 
Jan. 11 as its new Native spokesman. 

“While we can still cure diabetes we should give 
it a shot,” Billie said. “I am very prime at my age to 
becoming diabetic. I only became aware of the disease 

because of my own 
I age and weight 
“ issues. This all 

shows that [Fred 
De Luca, Presi- 
dent of SUBWAY 
International] and 
the franchise have 
confidence that 
something like this 
can work.” 

The 66-year- 
old said his in- 
volvement with the 
partnership stems 
from him helping 
to spearhead the 
announcement of 
a new SUBWAY 
store to be opened 
on the Brigh- 
ton Reservation, 
where he currently 
resides. It would 
be the first fran- 
chise in Seminole 
Country and is ten- 


ChrisC. Jenkins 

SUBWAY International President and 
special guest Fred De Luca enjoys the 
Tribal custom of alligator wrestling 
while visiting the Native Village for 
the announcement of new SUBWAY 
diabetes friendlier menu. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Broward County SUBWAY franchise owner Tony Esposi- 
do talks about the new diabetes friendlier menu with 
local media. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


New SUBWAY Tribal pitchman James Billie with the diabetes 
friendlier meal choice menu and VITAZEST Water at the an- 
nouncement of his partnership with the franchise at the Na- 
tive Village Jan. 11. 


tatively set for an April grand opening and will exclu- 
sively feature the new diabetic menu. 

Kansas City, Mo. was the first city to test the new 
menu at 190 locations in Dec. 2009. 

“It is fabulous seeing the SUBWAY brand growing 
all around the world with this new idea,” said De Luca. 
“This is a fairly easy menu to grow with.” 

A new diabetes friendlier vitamin-enriched bever- 
age called VITAZEST Water is also available for pur- 
chase with the items on the diabetic menu. The water 
comes in three flavors and has zero calories, sugar, 
sodium and carbohydrates. A portion of sales from the 
water will also benefit the Diabetes Research Institute 
Foundation. 

According to studies by the American Diabetes As- 
sociation, the facts of diabetes in the Native community 
are sobering: The likelihood of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives to have the disease is 2.2 times higher 
as compared to non-Hispanic whites, and there has been 
a 68 percent increase in diabetes from 1994 to 2004 in 
American Indian and Alaska Native youth, ages 15-19. 

The SUBWAY franchise sells submarine sandwich- 
es, salads and personal pizzas. It is owned and operated 
by Doctor’s Associates, Inc. As one of the fastest grow- 
ing franchises in the world, it boasts more than 33,000 
restaurants in over 90 countries/territories as of Octo- 
ber 2010 and is the largest single-brand restaurant chain 
globally. Its main operations office is in Milford, Conn. 

The franchise began with De Luca in 1965 after he 
borrowed $ 1 ,000 from friends to start his first sandwich 
shop when he was 17 years old. He was trying to raise 
money to pay for college. He chose Bridgeport, Conn, 
for the location under the eventual name of Pete’s Subs. 
The name was later changed to SUBWAY with the res- 
taurant decorated with maps of the New York City sub- 
way system, a theme that has continued to this day. 

For more information, visit diabetesresearch.org or 
sub way scoopit . com. 
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Judy Weeks 

Seven-year-old Canaan Juniper carries the Seminole flag during opening ceremonies for the Wild 
Horse Ministry. 



Judy Weeks 

Paul Daily, left, of the Wild Horse Ministry and Andre Jumper use their horses 
to subdue a terrified wild horse during its first handling. 



Judy Weeks 

Paul Daily, Andre Jumper and Moses Jumper Jr. participated in 
the Wild Horse Ministry presentations in Clewiston, Big Cypress 
and Immokalee to kick off a New Year’s tour. 



Wild Horse Ministry Returns to Seminole Country 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE— A warm and hearty 
welcome greeted Paul Daily and his wife, 
Joanna, when they brought their Wild Horse 
Ministry back to Seminole Country on Jan. 
9 through 12. The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Big Cypress First Baptist Church jointly 
sponsored the seventh annual visit, which 
included activities in Big Cypress, Immo- 
kalee and Clewiston. 

“We are honored to have become 
friends with so many members of the Semi- 
nole Tribe and always look forward to our 
visits,” Daily said. “You make us feel like 
family; and together we have watched our 
children grow up and hopefully, they will 
follow in our footsteps.” 

An accomplished horse trainer, Daily 
has worked with horses his entire life and 
developed a gentle, gratifying technique for 
breaking and beginning the initial training 
process in a very short period of time. As 
a young man, he worked in the oil fields 
by day and tamed horses during the eve- 
nings and weekends using the old-fashioned 
rough and tumble method. 

While working in his round pen one 
day, Daily realized that the horse’s respons- 


es to his actions were much the same as the 
way people react to the Lord. Inspired by 
this revelation, he developed a man/horse 
concept of life’s lessons with Jesus Christ. 
His entire outlook on life immediately 
changed, and on Feb. 22, 1997, he held his 
first demonstration before his wife’s Sunday 
school class. The reaction was overwhelm- 
ing and the Wild Horse Ministry was bom. 

Their reputation grew rapidly and the 
Ministry began answering invitations from 
churches, fairs, schools, prisons and pri- 
vate individuals with their travels reaching 
farther and farther from their home state of 
Louisiana. Soon the Ministry became a full- 
time job. Home schooling their children, the 
Daily family has carried their nondenomina- 
tional ministry to 3 1 states, and to Canada, 
Umguay and South America. 

“Our children, Dan and Lenora, regret 
that they couldn’t come with us this year 
because they are both in college. However, 
they send you their best wishes,” Daily 
said. “As you know, they were my right arm 
in the arena, but I feel privileged to have the 
grandson of Moses Jumper Jr. here to fill in 
for them. Fifteen-year-old Andre Jumper 
has grown up in the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association program and has become an ex- 
cellent horseman.” 


The Wild Horse 
Ministry kicked off 
their program with 
an afternoon demon- 
stration on Jan. 9 at 
the Clewiston arena, 
and then moved to 
Big Cypress and Im- 
mokalee for two full 
days of activities. In- 
viting Tribal citizens 
and residents of the 
surrounding counties 
to attend, Daily taught 
classes in horseman- 
ship and worked on 
tackling issues in- 
volved in the break- 
ing and training of 

their horses. 

During evening presentations, crowds 
watched as Daily employed his “horse whis- 
perer techniques” to transform wild horses 
into man’s best friend. Gentling the animal 
and gaining its confidence, he makes astute 
comparisons between mankind and their re- 
lationship with their Creator. As the horse 
learns and accepts its new role, the process 
closely resembles life’s lessons and how 
they apply to all of God’s creatures. 


Judy Weeks 

Members of the audience enter the arena to participate in a closing prayer following a Wild Horse Ministry presentation. 


Working two wild Cracker horses be- 
longing to Moses Jumper Jr., Daily wowed 
audiences at the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena in Immokalee as he gained their con- 
fidence despite fear, bucking and kicking. 
Each horse evidenced personal issues and 
adverse personality traits that were over- 
come in the process. Using Andre Jumper in 
strategic situations, Daily had the horses re- 
sponding to a lead rope, accepting a saddle 


and submitting to a rider by the end of the 
evening. 

Following an afternoon workshop at 
the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena in Big Cy- 
press on Wednesday, the Wild Horse Min- 
istry were guests at a hog roast at the Big 
Cypress First Baptist Church and then par- 
ticipated in a campfire meeting with guest 
speaker Randy Johnson of Reality Ranch 
Ministry. 


More photos from Naples’ Patchwork Party 





Jessica Osceola 



Photo above left and center, Corrine Zepeda fabricates a Seminole skirt from patchwork that she made at the 
Juanita Osceola Center. Photo above, from left, Nicole Slavik, Serena Zepeda and Logan Walden are engrossed in 
the story of a kid-friendly movie while their parents sew patchwork. 


Photo left, Alexus Walden 
displays a yard of patch- 
work that she created dur- 
ing her first time at the sew- 
ing machine. Photo right, 
Marissa Osceola creates a 
roll of patchwork for inclu- 
sion in a future project. 

Jessica Osceola 



The Home Escape Plan Can Save Your Life, and the Lives of Your Loved Ones - So, Plan It Now! 


B Y CHIEF D AVID LOGAN 
Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue 
Fire Prevention Division 

Let’s start the year with the right attitude for fire 
safety and prepare a Home Escape Plan if we have not 
done so already. Although Home Escape Plans and drills 
are basic, they are essential elements of fire safety be- 
cause most structure fires and fire fatalities occur at resi- 
dences. It is too late to start developing an escape plan 
when a fire strikes because three minutes is the average 
amount of time to get out safely before becoming in- 
capacitated by the toxic smoke that it produces. There- 
fore, everyone needs to be prepared in advance. Smoke 
alarms are the number one safety items in your home 
because they send a warning signal when you need to 
escape from a house that is on fire. Also, studies show 
that a working smoke alarm increases a person’s chance 


of survival during a residential fire by 50 percent. Home 
escape planning and practice helps everyone know what 
to do in case of a fire. It only takes a few minutes to 
create a Home Escape Plan which should include the 
following: 

1. A smoke alarm should function properly and 
can be tested by pressing the button on the front of the 
device until it emits an alarm. If this does not occur 
you should remove the dead battery and replace it im- 
mediately. 

2. Teach children what the alarm sounds like, 
how to get low, crawl out and where to go for help. 
Many children will ignore the smoke alarm’s warning 
signal, especially when they are sleeping. Some small 
children may hide in a closet or underneath their beds if 
they are not told where to go. 

3. The batteries for smoke alarms should be 
replaced at Daylight Savings Time (once every six 


months). Many of the investigations for residential fires 
that involve fatalities are attributed to smoke alarms that 
did not activate due to or dead / missing batteries or dis- 
connection. 

4. There should be two ways out of every room 
with exits that are not blocked. This may include a door 
and a window that is easy to open. Hurricane shutters 
can prevent escape or rescue during an emergency and 
should be removed. 

5. Everyone needs to be aware of a meeting place 
that is located outside and at a safe distance from the 
house. This may be a driveway, mailbox, etc. Someone 
should provide the arriving firefighters with important 
information, such as a trapped person or the location of 
the fire. 

6. Does everyone know the local emergency 
number? Show children when, how and what to say to 
the dispatcher after they have pressed the numbers on 


a mobile phone. In addition, children should be taught 
their home addresses. 

7. Is the address clearly visible from the road? 
This will make your residence easier to find. 

If you have children, make it a fun family activity 
and use this article as a checklist to conduct a fire safety 
inspection of your home. 

Remember, check for working batteries in the 
smoke alarms, identify all of the exits and create a meet- 
ing place outside. Sketch out a Home Escape Plan map 
that can be placed on the refrigerator door when it is 
done. Like school fire drills, Home Escape Plan drills 
should be practiced regularly. Time the drills and then 
meet afterwards to discuss ways for improvement. Also, 
purchase a fire extinguisher and learn how to use it. Do 
not store it directly next to the stove, but keep it nearby 
at an easily accessible location within the home. 
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Kenny Descheenie Sr., center, works at building a sleeping cot before the lock-in. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 
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Isabel Tucker, left, and Marissa DeCarlo share some girl time. 


Donavin Tiger gets a workout during a game of dodgeball. 


SPD Sponsors First Tribal Youth Lock-In 



Tribal youth await the start of the next song during a game of musical chairs. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Elizabeth Frank, center, shows her flexibility skills in a game of limbo during the first Seminole Police Department 
Lock-In held at the Seminole Recreation Gym Jan. 7. The fun-filled overnight event featured several activities 
including live music with a DJ, dodgeball, sack racing, musical chairs, movies, dinner and snacks for Tribal youth 
ages 5 through 18. 



Bigg E. Customs, Exclusive Barbers Host Car Show 


Left photo, Judge Jason Landau inspects the engine of a custom-made Nissan Altima named God of War. Bottom left 
photo, Twenty-fifth street shows off hydraulics on this purple and black Chevrolet Impala. Photo below, this purple 
Dodge Charger will be judged as part of the Tribal citizen Eric Osceola’s Bigg E. Customs/Exclusive Barbers sponsored 
car show held in Hollywood on Dec. 18. The event featured 13 categories with trophies given to the winners. Open to 
the public, the next event will be on Feb. 19 at the Mary Saunders Park in West Park. 

Photos courtesy Chris Clark 



Taking the Mustang Challenge 


BY ERICA M. DEITZ 


The morning light starts to peek through 
the curtains over the mountain skyline; it has 
just turned 6:30 a.m. We should all be pull- 
ing the bedcovers over our heads and stay- 
ing in our beds because it is summer time, 
but instead we are getting ready to take our 
son to football summer conditioning. This 
is the beginning of our summer with Eagle 
High School Football, which would take all 
summer. Wyatt Deitz’s day started off with 
running 100 yards four to six times and was 
followed with calisthenics, weight lifting, 
pushups, sit-ups and offensive and defen- 
sive drills, which lasted for two to two and a 
half hours long. Our son started off excited 
and anxious, but he was ready for the work 
ahead of him because he just wanted to play 
some football. 

It was just two years ago that Wyatt was 
playing football for Emmett Middle School, 
but the formula was all wrong for our son to 
succeed. His coaching staff didn’t care about 
his grades, and he didn’t get to play but two 
games due to extreme favoritism. The fol- 
lowing year he didn’t play and worked on 
his grades. Then we were able to move to 
Eagle, Idaho, with a great school district, 
which is focused on its students moving on 
to higher education and as an added bonus, 


a great football program with a philosophy 
that everyone played with passing grades. 
We signed him up for Huntington Learn- 
ing Center (HLC) and football. We enrolled 
Wyatt into the Huntington Learning Center 
during his eighth grade year of Eagle Middle 
School to help him be well rounded in his 
academics. This program has continued on 
through the summer and into the current 
fall semester of his ninth grade year. We all 
agreed, including Wyatt, that having him in 
the HLC program was a positive step into 
his future. Our schedule had to be flexible 
during the school year to accommodate 
picking up Wyatt from football practice and 
then taking him to Huntington after he had 
cleaned up and eaten a snack. Afterwards, he 
was picked up from Huntington and ready to 
eat dinner. The formula of our son succeed- 
ing was starting to take shape. 

The rewards of constantly juggling our 
schedule was paid in full when our son wore 
his number 75 jersey proudly and played all 
during the football season, was a starter for 
the defensive line, a second string for the 
offensive line and was also picked captain 
by his coaches for one of his games. He 
also shed about 30 pounds during the pro- 
cess, grew taller - he’s 5 feet 10 inches - 
and wearing a size 14 football cleat. Wyatt 
showed us he could handle his schoolwork. 


keeping a 2.7 grade point 
average, attend Hunting- 
ton and have a positive at- 
titude while doing so. He 
often watches his favorite 
football movies; one in 
particular is the “Gridiron 
Gang” starring Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson. Wy- 
att took a saying that the 
character would say to his 
players and it was called, 

“taking the Mustang Chal- 
lenge.” This resonated with 
Wyatt because he felt he 
was challenging himself, 
and it just so happen that 
his football team mascot is 
the mustang, just like the 
team’s mascot in the mov- 
ie. One day after Wyatt had 
one of his grueling workout 
sessions in football, he said 
to me, “I sometimes feel 
like quitting, but something 
inside me just won’t let 

me quit. Our coach told us 

football is hard, not easy; if 

it was, everyone would be 

doing it. I guess I’m Taking the Mustang 

Challenge.’” 


Submitted photo 

Wyatt tackles Timberline player, as Eagle High School Mustangs win 59-36 over Timberline Wolves in their last game 
of the season. 


It has not been an easy road, but it has 
been a fulfilling one. The football season has 
finished up and now Wyatt has signed up for 


lacrosse. He wants to stay in shape for next 
year’s football season. 
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Briana D’Andrea 

Sixth through eighth grade students and Close-Up Organization staff members in front of the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. 


CLOSE UP 

From page A1 


of first President George Washington, who 
fought for independence. “It was just amaz- 
ing. A wonderful thing to see. A once in a 
lifetime experience,” Apolonia said. 

Four straight days, Dec. 12 through 16, 
were dedicated to visiting places like the na- 
tion’s first capital, Philadelphia, where In- 
dependence Hall is located, to the National 
Archives in D.C. , where the Declaration of 
Independence sits. The group also visited 
the Lincoln Memorial, a commemoration to 
the abolishment of slavery, and the National 
Museum of the American Indian. The stu- 
dents even had a chance to see the popular 
White House Christmas tree. 

“There’s a lot to see here, there’s a lot of 
history that’s in the books, that they can see 
first hand,” Apolonia’s father David Nunez 
said. “I think it’s important to learn this type 
of government so that our future leaders can 
learn how to deal with the issues that come 
up and what avenues they have available to 
them.” 

Crystal Drake, middle school language 
arts teacher at Pemayetv Emehakv Charter 
School in Brighton, couldn’t agree more. 

“One of the important things about the 
trip, is the students can gain background 
knowledge in workings of our government,” 
Drake said. 

Workshops were held for students to 
distinguish the difference between what was 
a right and what was a privilege, and even 
lobby bills to mock members of Congress. 


“Our goal, our mission, is to inspire, in- 
form and empower students to become more 
involved in our democracy; and our phi- 
losophy is that all students deserve access 
to civic education, because all students are 
living in a democracy,” Close-Up Founda- 
tion Program Leader Jessica Cisneros said. 
“Decisions are being made everyday in gov- 
ernment that affect students, and that hap- 
pens whether or not they participate 
in the process.” 

Several students from Pemay- 
etv Emehakv jumped on the oppor- 
tunity to participate and paid a visit 
to Congressman Tom Rooney’s 
office on Capitol Hill. With peti- 
tions and pictures in hand, they 
hope to add a Native American to 
The Three Soldiers memorial at the 
National Mall. According to the 
students, 42,000 Native Americans 
served in the Vietnam War, 90 per- 
cent of them volunteered and 226 of 
them died. 

Seminole Agency BIA Super- 
intendent Keith Neves, said it’s im- 
perative to have representation. 

“I think it’s critically important 
to have that monument to give and 
show homage to those individuals 
that were here before the coloni- 
zation of this country and also ac- 
knowledging that the Tribes were here first, 
we’re still here and we’re always going to be 
here,” Neves said. 

Braceton King, an eighth grader has 
high hopes: “It would be really cool to have 
a statue there, so next time I come here I 


could see that statue and know that I did it.” 

Michael Mahaffey, communications 
director for Congressman Rooney said that 
Rooney wants to do what he can to honor 
the Native heritage. 

“Anything is possible on an issue like 
this,” Mahaffey said. “I know how impor- 
tant it is to them, and we are going to look 
into this and see what we can do for them.” 


Luke Baxley, a sixth grader from Hol- 
lywood, said it has been a good experience 
because he learned new things that he didn’t 
know about in the past. 

“And you could tell your grandchildren 
about what you learned,” Baxley said. 



Briana D’Andrea 

Erik Garcia, a sixth grader from Brighton, looks at the list 
of Vietnam Veterans at the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 
Wall. 


Indian National Finals Rodeo 

BY MELISSA GOPHER 


Kelton Smedley 
AKA: K DAWG GOPHER 
Indian National Finals Rodeo, Nov. 9-13, 2010 
LAS VEGAS — This year at the INFR Finals, they had added junior 
and senior events to the rodeo show. My son Kdawg and two other EIRA 
members qualified for the Jr. Steer Riding. In total there were 36 contes- 
tants. Kelton’s first steer he rode scored 67 points. Later that evening he 
came back and rode his second steer and he scored 69 points. That gave 
him a sixth place average seat to come back Saturday afternoon for the 
final go round. Well, he covered his steer and they scored him 76 points 
with his combined scores of a total 212 points, placing him third in the 
INFR World! 

Kelton is a 13 -year-old Panther Clan. Mother Melissa Gopher, broth- 
ers Steel Gopher, Ethan Gopher and Cyrus Smedley reside on the Brigh- 
ton Reservation. Kelton is also a fourth generation bull rider, for his great 
grandfather was Mr. John Henry Gopher. He is in the sixth grade and at- 
tends the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School. 

I would like to thank the EIRA for supporting him and all the youth 
and seniors that went to the finals this year. And I would also like to thank 
the Councilmen of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, and his grandmother 
Beulah Gopher for her support for him. He went out to the Finals and rep- 
resented the Seminole Tribe very well. 

I am very proud of my son; he has a strong heart and loves to ride bulls 
and rope. Kdawg is in many rodeo organizations, from the EIRA, wrangler 
division, All Florida Junior Rodeo Association and Christian Rodeo As- 
sociation. And he strongly believes in the LORD. So, wherever his next 
rodeo may send us, that’s where we will be. So, if you could do me a favor 
and the next time you see K-DAWG, give him some congratulations on a 
JOB well done! 




Rachel Buxton 

Styx entertains the crowd with classics from the 70 and ‘80s. 

HARD ROCK 

From page A1 


Rachel Buxton 

Styx gets the crowd going with “Come Sail Away.” 


to do some of the greatest things 
they’ve done in their cafe lines,” 
Tampa Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
President John Fontana said. “A 
lot of high technology things, a lot 
of different designs from their cafe 
lines.” 

The cafe features touch screen 
interactive music memorabilia, in- 
cluding 15 in-booth experiences, 
an interactive rock wall featuring 
82-inch dual screens and two single 
screens, and two interactive surface 
tables. 

Also adding to the new technol- 
ogy, the Tampa Hard Rock Cafe is 
the first cafe to offer gaming inside 
the restaurant and an open kitchen. 

Along with the new cafe addi- 
tions, regular music memorabilia is 
on display sticking to the original 
Hard Rock Cafe theme. 

“This particular cafe here is re- 
ally a great palate of old and new,” 
Hard Rock Cafe International Presi- 
dent and CEO Hamish Dodds said. 
“This is really a testament of where 
we want to take our brand in the fu- 
ture.” 




Celebrity DJ Samantha Ronson keeps the party going until the wee hours. 


Rachel Buxton 


Tribal Career Development Program Trains Graduate in the Gaming, Hospitality and Food Industry 





Chris. C. Jenkins 
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Ervina Capricien, center, celebrates with family and supporters, from left, Tribal Career Develop- Trail Liaison William Osceola offers words of encour- 
ment Program Director Betty Gossens, husband Jenn, Hard Rock Human Resources employee and agement to past and present graduates of the program, 
trainer Sharon Ahl with Trainer of the Year Award, and Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. 

Max B. Osceola Jr. 


Tribal Career Development Program graduate Ervina Capricien, left, receives her certificate 
of completion from James Allen, Seminole Gaming chief operations officer, on Dec. 17. 
Capricien was the 2010 graduate of the intensive Tribal-directed program, now in its sixth 
year, which introduces and teaches the gaming, hospitality, hotel and food industries from 
the ground up. Capricien will specialize in Human Resources Management. The Seminole 
Hard Rock event also featured Christmas gift giving, dinner and an awards ceremony. 
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Fostering Good Relationships 
Between Parents and Teenagers 


BY WILLI AM R. LATCHFOR D 
Office of Police Chief 

Being a parent of a teenager is a chal- 
lenging task. However, if it is done whole- 
heartedly, it is highly rewarding for both the 
parent and the teen. Here are some helpful 
ideas to keep in mind as you travel through 
the journey together with your teenager: 

• First, most teenagers complain their 
parents do not listen to them. Take the time 
to listen to what your teenager wants to tell 
you. Even if the topic seems trivial to a par- 
ent, it is still important to a teen. If you take 
the time to listen to the trivial matters atten- 
tively, kids will be more likely to come to 
you with the difficult topics such as drugs 
and teen pregnancy. 

• Decide what the rules for your teen- 
ager will be in advance, as well as the pun- 
ishments for breaking any of these rules. 
While kids need to have age-appropriate au- 
tonomy, they are also more successful when 
they are aware of what is expected of them 
in advance. 

• Act interested in your teen’s life with- 
out interrogating them. For example, ask 
them about their friends or their plans for 
the weekend and who they are spending 
time with. At first they will think you are just 
nosy. However, as they become acclimated 
to the inquiries, they eventually recognize 
parents are concerned about them and want 
to be sure they are safe. It helps to share a 
few thoughts about your own day. This in 
turn will open up dialogue between you and 
your teenager. Turning them away when 
they ask to speak to you sends the message 
you are too busy for them. Your teen may 
no longer take the time to come to a parent 
with anything. Also, keep in mind your re- 
sponse during these discussions will decide 
on whether or not they will come back to 
you for more advice. 

• Monitor your teen on the Internet 
including social websites such as Twit- 


ter, My Space and Facebook. Teens tend to 
spend a great majority of their time com- 
municating with their friends via these sites. 
Monitoring them can keep a parent in tune 
with what is going on with their teen. 

• Discussing topics such as cigarettes, 
alcohol, sex and drugs is vital. If a parent 
does not discuss these topics and provide ac- 
curate information to their teenagers, most 
likely they will ask their friends. The infor- 
mation coming from their friends may not 
be accurate or what you want your teenager 
to know about a particular topic. Open com- 
munication is a key component to a good 
relationship. Having a parent as a good role 
model highly influences family values and 
the choices teens make when confronted 
with these topics. It is okay to be nervous 
when talking to your teenager about these 
topics and telling them you are is fine. It al- 
lows them to know you are human as well, 
but willing to be there for them in any situa- 
tion even if the topic makes you uncomfort- 
able. 

• Without a doubt, most teenagers will 
take on the task of driving. With that in 
mind, please discuss with your kids about 
the ramifications of texting while driving, 
as well as talking on the phone while driv- 
ing. Parents keep you and your family safe 
as well, and do not engage in texting or talk- 
ing on the phone while driving. Teenagers 
emulate what they see. 

Remember, put your Smartphone down, 
stop texting, and ask your teenager, “How 
was your day?” Really take the time to listen 
to their response. A teenager can tell when 
a parent is truly committed to their success 
and listening is a component they will take 
to heart. Show your teenager you care. Fit- 
ting in is very important to a teenager. They 
have so many pressures facing them. How- 
ever, knowing they have a strong parent in 
their comer to revert back to with their con- 
cerns is helpful. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Kenny Descheene cuts out patterns for making 
moccasins using deerskin. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Pedro Zepeda measures the foot of Hunter Billie 
for custom-made moccasins. 


Quinajah Wilson shaves the edges off a piece 
of soap while sculpting. 


Hollywood Tribal Community Learns and Creates 
Traditional Crafts at Cultural Holiday Festival 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal senior Mabel Osceola works on weaving a basket using palmetto fibers, as part 
of the Hollywood Reservation Cultural Holiday Festival held at the Seminole Recre- 
ation Gym Dec. 20-21. The two-day gathering brought the Tribal community, family 
and friends together for leisure time and practice in several traditional Seminole crafts 
including carving, beading, weaving and sewing. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal youth Chandler De Mayo shows off his two wood 
carved tomahawks. 


Big Cypress Reservation Answers 911 Calls, Improving Efficiency and Reducing Delays 


B Y MARY NEGREY 
Communications Manager 
Hollywood SPD 

Beginning on Dec. 1, 2010 we imple- 
mented a “first” for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

We began answering 911 calls for Po- 
lice and Fire Rescue calls at the Big Cypress 
Reservation. This means that when you dial 
911, your emergency call will be answered 
directly by Seminole Tribe Public Safety 
Dispatchers working out of the Jimmy Cy- 
press Public Safety Complex in Big Cypress. 

Throughout the past year, Seminole 
Public Safety staff has been working with 
Hendry County staff to obtain funding and 
approval for this project. Funding was ob- 
tained through a state grant obtained by 
Hendry County. 

Throughout the year, equipment was 
purchased, agreements signed and Seminole 


staff trained in preparation for this event. 

Answering our own 911 calls will im- 
prove efficiency, reduce time-delays and in- 
crease the level of service we provide to our 
Tribal Community at the Big Cypress Res- 
ervation. It designates the Jimmy Cypress 
Public Safety Dispatch Center as a “PSAP” 

- Public Safety Answering Point. 

Now, when you call 911 to report an 
emergency from your home, business, or 
from a cell phone on the Big Cypress Res- 
ervation, the 91 1 call will be sent directly to 
our staff at the Jimmy Cypress Public Safety 
Complex. 

Having a 911 call sent directly to our 
staff will improve efficiency and service be- 
cause 911 calls will no longer be answered 
by Hendry County and transferred to the 
Big Cypress Communications Center. Call- 
ers will not have to explain their emergency 
to several people before help is on the way 

- the 911 dispatcher at Big Cypress will be 


answering your call and documenting your 
emergency while sending help when you are 
still on the phone. 

But you might be asking: 

“Can I still call The Big Cypress Dis- 
patch center directly?” The answer is YES ! 
You can call our dispatcher directly by di- 
aling 863-983-2285. You will get the same 
level of service as you always have. Our 
Dispatch Center is open 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, and 365 days a year. But please 
remember, the dispatcher will answer any 
911 call first and the direct dial number sec- 
ond. 

“When do I call 911?” You should dial 
911 anytime you are experiencing any kind 
of life-threatening emergency, and need po- 
lice, fire or medical help immediately. 

“When do I call 863-983-2285?” You 
should call the direct dial number if what 
you are calling about is delayed, not life- 


threatening, or you have a question that is 
administrative. 

“What if I dial 911 and I’m not on the 
Big Cypress Reservation?” You should dial 
911 anytime you need emergency help no 
matter where you are. The 911 system will 
direct you to the closest “Public Safety An- 
swering Point” and help will be sent to you. 
If you are off the Big Cypress Reservation, 
the city or county where you are calling 
from will be sent to your emergency. 

“Are the other Reservations going to be 
able to answer their own 911 calls?” The 
Public Safety Staff has been working with 
other counties so that they will be able to 
answer their own 911 calls. 

This process will take time, and each 
reservation’s needs will be considered as 
we move forward. Providing the best level 
of service to our communities is our number 
one priority. 




Join us for three full days of learning in the areas of Grants Education, 
Housina Strateqies and Celebratina Culture & Language. Ft. Lauderdale 
area location to be announced soon. ILL SESSIONS FREE IQ NATIVES 
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HOTEL 8c CASINO 


Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible.You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games, 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.il 


fcMUNO/ 


BECOME A FAN 


FOLLOW US 


1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 3 3 314 


954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


HOLLYWOOD 
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College Admission Panel 
Returns for Tribal Teens in Hollywood 


BY CHRIS C. JENKI NS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — For the second year run- 
ning, Tribal youth and teens across many of the 
reservations got a one-on-one opportunity to in- 
quire about their academic futures as the Education 
Department sponsored a college admission panel at 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Five colleges and universities participated in 
coordination with Pine Crest School of Fort Lau- 
derdale, including Dartmouth College, Emory Uni- 
versity, George Washington University, the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley and the University 
of Miami, the only returning school from the 2009 
event. The Jan. 5 panel was aimed at freshman- 
through senior-level students. 

“We try to select [panelists] based on the 
school’s expertise, years of experience, by the ad- 
missions directors and by feedback from Pine Crest 
on how good the school presents their material,” 
said Linda Iley, Education Department higher edu- 
cation adviser. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr., a 1974 University of Miami graduate, 
also attended the event. He has always placed a 
high emphasis on education within the Tribe. 

“To me education is always important, and 
it does not matter what school you go to,” Rep. 
Osceola Jr. said. “The investment in our Tribal stu- 
dents is an investment in our Tribe. I used to say 
our elders would hunt deer for a living, but now our 
young Seminoles are hunting deals — we are in the 
business world now.” 

Tribal citizen and Pine Crest School student 
Braudie Blais-Billie said that as she enters her se- 
nior year and narrows her college choices, the panel 
feedback was important. 

“I wanted to see what the panel would say to 
me, and see if they could answer any questions I 
have been thinking of,” said Blais-Billie, who was 
a second year attendee. Her college interests in- 
clude UC Berkeley. 


“We [at Berkeley] definitely wanted to engage 
in uplifting those communities that are striving 
for more, and the Seminole community is clearly 
a community on the move,” said Walter Robinson, 
UC Berkeley assistant vice chancellor and director 
of undergraduate admissions. 

Of the five participating institutions on the 
panel, Dartmouth College has the highest Native 
population enrolled per year, currently at about 4 
percent, according to Dartmouth Native American 
Program statistics. 

As a private Ivy League university, Dartmouth 
has a liberal arts college, medical school, school 
of engineering and school of business, as well as 
19 graduate programs in the arts and sciences. It 
is located in Hanover, N.H., and also ranks in the 
top 20 toughest schools to get into, according to the 
Princeton Law Review. 

Emory University is a private research univer- 
sity consisting of nine academic divisions located 
in the metropolitan Atlanta area of Druid Hills, Ga., 
but was founded as Emory College in 1836. 

George Washington University is a private, co- 
educational comprehensive research university in 
Washington, D.C., and is the largest university in 
the nation’s capital. The university was founded in 
1821 and is renowned for programs in international 
affairs, political science, law and medicine. 

Founded in 1925, the University of Miami is a 
private, non-sectarian university with its main cam- 
pus in Coral Gables. It also consists of a medical 
campus near downtown Miami and has a school of 
marine and atmospheric science on Virginia Key in 
Biscayne Bay. 

The University of California, Berkeley is a 
public research university in Berkeley, Calif., on 
San Francisco Bay. It is the oldest of the 10 major 
campuses affiliated with the University of Cali- 
fornia. The university was founded in 1868 in a 
merger of the private College of California and the 
public Agricultural, Mining, and Mechanical Arts 
College. 

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 2B 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., left, with esteemed college admission panel members at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on Jan. 5. 



Rachel Buxton 


Third grade students read Flat Stanleys that were returned and make new Stanley characters to send out for more journeys. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Travel 
the World Through the Eyes of Flat Stanley 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Author Jeff Brown’s character Flat 
Stanley came to life for Pemayetv Emahakv ’s third graders 
as they took part in the Flat Stanley project. 

“We start off and read the book “Flat Stanley.” [Then] 
the kids make up their own Flat Stanley dolls, which is just a 
paper doll,” third-grade teacher Sarah Williams said. “They 
want their Flat Stanley to represent them and who they are 
here in Brighton.” 

After the students cut out and decorated their individ- 
ual Flat Stanley, they pick a relative or friend living out of 
state to send their character to. The goal of the project is for 
students to receive their Flat Stanley back with information 
from the recipient and to learn about the state that person 
lives in. 

Once the Flat Stanleys were mailed off, students waited 
with anticipation. 

Williams described the children’s reactions when the 
Flat Stanleys began to be returned as comparable to Christ- 
mas morning. More than half of characters sent out were re- 
turned. However, this year the project turned into something 
much greater than anyone had expected. 

“This year was very special because not only did they 
go to the first location, which was somewhere in the United 
States, but then those family members or friends took it 
upon themselves to send Flat Stanley on a second journey,” 
Williams said. 

Many of those second journeys included crossing inter- 
national waters. 

“They went all across the world. It went to the point 
where my regular Flat Stanley map of the United States 


wasn’t sufficient anymore,” Williams said. “We then had to 
get out a globe and a world map so we could track where 
Flat Stanley was going.” 

Shy la Gopher’s Flat Stanley started in North Carolina 
and later made a trip all the way to Paris and visited places 
like the Louvre Museum. 

“I was like pretty amazed that it would go some place 
like that,” Gopher said. 

Gopher received a hefty package in return with post- 
cards of the Mona Lisa and of several works of art and plac- 
es within Paris. She also received a very special picture of 
Stanley next to King Tut’s mummified display within the 
Louvre. 

“That just made it come to life for her,” Williams said. 
“That she wasn’t just learning about him in a book, but it 
was something real and maybe even something she could go 
and see herself one day.” 

Student Aubrey Pearce learned about Alaskan Indians 
after sending her Flat Stanley to her cousin in Texas. 

“They were on an American tour, and they sent [Flat 
Stanleys] back from Alaska and Mount Rushmore,” Pearce 
said. 

Another Flat Stanley traveled all the way to the Nether- 
lands and visited the beach and went ice skating. 

Williams said their main goal through the Flat Stanley 
project is to bring as much culture into the classroom as 
they can. 

“What happens is it just opens up these students’ eyes,” 
Williams said. “That it’s more than just a book we’re learn- 
ing about, but it really is real life.” 

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 2B 


Tribal Citizen Jarrid Smith 
Honored with Graduation Party 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Smith, third from left, is joined by fellow FAU friends. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Jack Smith Jr., great uncle of Jarrid, right, congratulates him on all of his accomplishments. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Father Curtis Osceola, left, and mother Camellia Smith-Osceola, right, cel- 
ebrate their son’s graduation from FAU. The 26-year-old will begin work as 
part of a one-year commitment with AmeriCorps in Miami-Dade County be- 
ginning Jan. 10. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Stephanie Smith gives an emotional congratulation to her brother Jar- 
rid. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Jarrid Smith, center, is joined by family and friends on Dec. 29 at the Smith-Osceola residence in celebration of his graduation from Florida Atlantic 
University. Smith received his master’s degree in Communication and Multimedia Studies on Dec. 10. 
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More photos from the College Admission Panel in Hollywood 



Photo above, Tribal citizen Joe Frank, from Big Cypress, 
asks the panel about transfer policies for their respective 
universities. 

Right photo, Okeechobee student Kirsten Doney asks the 
admissions panel about their architecture programs. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



More photos from 

Pemayetv Emahakv students' adventures with Flat Stanley 



Rachel Buxton 

Brienna Brockman reads her Flat Stanley that traveled from New Jersey all the way to the Netherlands 
and spent the day on the beach and then went ice skating. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., fifth from the left, with admission panelists from various colleges and universities after they 
take questions from Tribal students during the question-and-answer session of the evening. 



Rachel Buxton 

Third grade teacher Leslie Pryor reads the book “Flat Stanley” and introduces the character to her 
students. 



2011 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 
Little Mr. & Miss. Seminole Contest 
Hard Rock LIVE 


Tribal Member Parent or Legal (circle one) Print Name 

Guardian Signature 


Contestants must be an enrolled tribal member, between the ages of 5 — 7 years 
old by February 7, 2010 and reside in the state of Florida. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Registration deadline is Monday, February 7, 2011 at 5:00pm. All 
contestants must be preregistered. There will be no applications taken on 
the day of contest. 


Child’s Name:_ 
Enrollment #: 


Age: 


Date of Birth 


Friday, February 11, 2011 

at6:0 °P- m - Contestant# 

Little Miss. Seminole Little Mr. Seminole (check one) 

Date: Reservation: 


Confirm that your applications have been received by fax, Committee member, 
or walk-in’s to the Secretary’s office. Call Wanda at (954) 966-6300 ext. 1 1468 
or Liela at ext. 11463, Salina Dorgan at (863) 763-3866, Charlotte Burgess at 
(863) 634-8924 or Alice Billie (863) 902-3200 ext. 13314. 


CONTACTS: 


Hollywood - Wanda Bowers, (954) 966-6300 ext. 11468 Fax No. (954) 967-3488 

Brighton - Salina Dorgan, (863) 763-3866 

Ft. Pierce - Cassie Raye, (772) 467-2454 

Brighton - Charlotte Burges, (863) 634-8924 

Big Cypress - Alice Billie, (863) 902-3200 

Trail Seminoles - Michael Cantu, (305) 553-8245 ext. 18702 

Immokalee - Crystal Salinas, (239) 867-5300 

Tampa - Vicky or April Simmons, (813) 246-3 1 00 







WORLDWIDE HEADQUARTERS 
610Q OLD PARK LAN! 
ORLANDO. Fi 32835 

PHONE: (40?) 445-7625 
FAX: (407) 445*7869 
HARDROCK.COM 

Dear Seminole Tribal Member: 

This letter acts as an official invitation to all adult members of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida (the “Seminole Tribe”) who are interested in becoming a member of the 
Board of Managers of the Seminole HR Holdings, LLC (“Holdings”). Holdings is the 
legal entity that oversees all of Hard Rock Internationals worldwide business opera- 
tions. 

Hard Rock International is one of the worlds most globally recognized 40 year 
old brands with a total of 172 venues in 52 countries, including 135 cafes and 15 
Hotels/Casinos. Hard Rock owns the worlds greatest collection of music memora- 
bilia, which is displayed at its locations around the globe. Hard Rock is also known 
for its collectible fashion and music-related merchandise. The long term strategy for 
Hard Rock is to grow through exploiting its strong intellectual property in gaming, 
hotels, restaurants, and entertainment throughout the world. 

Tribal Council has approved a resolution to increase the size of the Board from 
seven to nine representatives. It has also required a minimum of five of the represen- 
tatives be members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida so that the Tribe always main- 
tains a majority of the board. Therefore, we need to fill two vacancies. 

In addition to certain requirements set forth in the operating agreement govern- 
ing Holdings, the minimum qualifications to be considered for one of the vacancies 
on the Board of Managers include the following: 

• Must be a member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida in good standing 

• Must have received a college diploma or have relevant business experience 

• Must be a person of good character, honesty and integrity 

• Must be able to obtain, on a timely basis and maintain, any gaming, video 
lottery, liquor and other licenses required in connection with any business 
of Hard Rock International 

Board Members will receive an appropriate level of compensation and will be required 
to attend all relevant Board and Committee meetings which average six (6) per year. 

If you are interested in this opportunity to represent the Tribe on this board, 
please pick up an application at your Council Office, and submit your completed 
application to Mr. Jim Shores office (Seminole Tribe Headquarters 6300 Stirling Rd. 
Hollywood FI, 33024). All interested applicants must submit their application by 
February 7, 2011. 


Sincerely, 
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The Seminole Tribe of* Florida has again arranged for RSM McGladrey, Inc. to assist 
Tribal Members in the preparation of their 2010 Individual Income Tax Returns. The tax 
accountants will be at each reservation per the following schedule: 


Location 

lime 

Bates 

Big Cypress 

9:30am to 5:OOpm 

February 1 st , 23 & March 17 th 

Brighton 

9:30am to 5:OOpm 

February 1 st , 22"“ & March 16 th 

Ft. Fierce 

9:30am to 3:30pm 

February 4 th «& March 21st 

Hollywood 

9:OOam to 5:OOpm 

January 31 st - February 4 th 

February 7 th - April 18 th MWF 

1 m in 0 k alee 

9:30am to 5:OOpm 

February 3'“ & March 18 th 

T amiami 

9:30am to 3:3 O p m 

February 2 nd , 24 th & March 17 th 

T ampa 

9:OOam to 5:OOpm 

February 3 rd & 4 th , March 21 th & 22 nd 


If you have any questions or need any additional information you can contact Frank 
Lucas of RSM McGladrey, Inc. at: (501 ) 712-4808. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. "will be providing same day preparation -with E-filing for most 
returns . 

Please bring the following information that pertains to your tax return -with you -when you 
meet -with the accountant: 

1. /V copy of your 2009 tax return (Form 1040) if -we did not prepare your 2009 tax 
return. 

2. Any correspondence received from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) during 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2010. 

3. Form W-2 from all employers. 

4. Form W-2G for gambling -winnings and related receipts for losses. 

5. List of children (dependents) -with their birth dates and social security numbers. 

b. Both forms of 1 099- IVf i so showing income and benefits received during 2010 
f rom the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

7. Form 1099R, if you are receiving any funds from a pension plan. 

8. Name, address, and tax identification number of the person or company to -which 
you paid child care expenses. 

9. Form 1098 showing the amount of interest you paid to a bank or mortgage 
company. 

10. Social security statement, if you are drawing social security. 

1 1. List of charitable contributions. 

12. Property tax bills. 

1 3 . Any additional documentation you feel is pertinent to the preparation of your 
return. 
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954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 

Penn & Teller 
Enrique Iglesias 
Frankie Valli 
George Lopez 
Gipsy Kings 
John Mellencamp 
Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Kid Rock 
Kenny Chesney 
Rush 

Lady Gaga 
Taylor Swift 
U2 
Sade 

Disney On Ice 
Harlem Globetrotters 
Miami Heat 

Orlando/Tampa Events 
Orlando Magic 
Brad Paisley 
Lady Gaga 
Ozzy Osbourne 
WWE 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 

. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 

* CRUISES 

* AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 

* CAR RENTALS 
* LIMOS 

• TRAVEL PACKAGES 

EVENTS 

305.443.3000 

TRAVEL 

305.445.6566 


VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 

ent@vipticketplace.com 


* Preferred Seats 
, Preferred Service 


The Preferred Ticket Broker 
Of The Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribe 
Since 1985! 


JOIN US ON FACEB00K! 


E&tfirtA Fat) 


Get the latest event updates! 

Vipticketplace.com 
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Seminoles in Recovery Group Presents Sixth Annual Gratitude Dinner in Clewiston 



BY ERIC BRICKER 
Family Services Department 

CLEWISTON -On Dec. 13, the Seminoles in Recovery group gath- 
ered at the John Boy auditorium in Clewiston in order to celebrate their 
sixth annual Gratitude Dinner. The self-supporting Seminoles in Recovery 
group hosts many such events throughout the year in their attempt to pro- 
vide drug-free alternatives to the many recovering addicts and alcoholics 
within the Seminole Tribe of Florida. One of the group’s founding mem- 
bers, Helene Buster states, “It’s important for us to spread the message of 
recovery to the community and to let them know that there are people out 
there making it in sobriety.” 

The Gratitude Dinner planning committee, headed up by Brighton and 
part-time Big Cypress resident, Helene Buster and daughter Jodi King ar- 
rived at the John Boy Auditorium at 8 a.m. to begin preparations for the din- 
ner, which started promptly at 6 p.m. The meal itself was made entirely from 


scratch and prepared on the premises. Several members 
of the Family Services Department’s Aftercare Program 
and other Tribal employee volunteers were involved 
in the planning and promotion of the event. Recently 
promoted Aftercare Program Administrator Tommy 
McGee states, “Fellowship is an important part of the 
recovery process. People in recovery, especially new- 
comers need to feel as though they are not alone and that 
they have support.” 

At the conclusion of dinner, the attendees gathered 
for an Alcoholics Anonymous speaker meeting, during 
which a recovering Tribal Member shared his experi- 
ence, strength and hope with the audience in the form of 
his story of addiction and recovery. His story includes 
several admissions to treatment centers and failed at- 
tempts at recovery in the past. However, this time he 
states that he was ready to surren- 
der his will to Alcoholics Anony- 
mous and accept his powerless- 
ness over addiction. Once he was 
ready to do these things, his sobri- 
ety followed. Now, he has over a 
year clean, which he considers to be a miracle. The 
audience of about 50 attendees gave an enthusiastic 
applause and made a great show of support for the 
speaker, whom many in the audience had known per- 
sonally over a life time. At the end of the meeting, 
Helene Buster stated, “We’re glad all of you all could 
come. Next year bring a friend, or better yet, bring 
a newcomer in recovery, so that they can see what 
we have here and what can be possible for them to 
achieve in sobriety.” 

Seminoles in Recovery, in conjunction with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Family Services Depart- 
ment’s aftercare team continues to be committed to 
the growth of the Tribe’s recovering community and 
works diligently toward that end. In January of 201 1, 
Seminoles in Recovery will be opening a sober house 
at the Taft Street offices just south of the Hollywood 


Reservation. This long awaited acquisition will serve as a drop-in center 
and meeting place for recovering individuals from the Tribe’s Alcoholics 
Anonymous and other 12-step recovery programs. 

In March of 2011, Seminoles in Recovery will be hosting its third 
annual statewide Native American recovery convention at the John Boy 
Auditorium in Clewiston. The convention is open to the public and dates 
are scheduled from March 3 through March 6. Planning is underway for 
Seminoles in Recovery’s third statewide recovery event, which promises to 
bolster the relationship between the Tribe’s recovering community and the 
various outside recovering fellowships at large. For registration informa- 
tion, please contact any of the following: 

Jodi King 863-634-2763 jodiking@semtribe.com 
Tommy McGee 954-964-6338 tommymcgee@semtribe.com 
Bruce Duncan 863-763-7700 bruceduncan@semtribe.com 
Ray Yzaguirre 239-867-3480 raynaldoyzaguirre@semtribe 
Thank you for your interest and support. From the Family Services 
Department and Seminoles in Recovery, we wish you all a happy, healthy, 
sober and safe New Year. 



Submitted photo 

Andy Buster band performs at the sixth annual Seminoles in Recovery Gratitude Dinner Dec. 13 at the John 
Boy auditorium in Clewiston. 


Protect Your Environment, and Protect Yourself 


Synthetic Marijuana Causes Increasing Concerns 


BYAVAJOHN 

Environmental Health Department 

Each of you has a personal environment that can 
greatly influence your lifespan and how healthy you 
feel and are — your surroundings, your exposures, your 
diet and your health habits — by learning about hazards 
in your personal environment, you can take charge of 
your health and help clean up the earth at the same 
time! 

Read the label on house and garden chemicals... 

Before you point that spray can, read the label for 
directions and warnings. In fact, before you even buy a 
household or garden chemical, you can compare labels 
to be sure you’re buying the safest product for your 
intended use. Likewise, read drug labels for warnings; 
prescription and nonprescription drugs often get new 
warning labels when a new risk shows up during use. 
Food labels are more informative about fats and calo- 
ries, but don’t forget to read labels for ingredients that 
don’t agree with you. 

Turn down the volume... 

Occasional loud noises may reduce your hearing 
temporarily; however, continuous exposures can cause 
permanent damage. With the advances in personal 
audio technology, kids are listening to and enjoying 
music at high volumes for extended periods of time, 
which has the potential to cause hearing loss, so keep 
the volume down and limit listening time. 

Put a carbon monoxide alarm in your home... 

Carbon monoxide — an odorless, colorless, and 
toxic gas — from cars in garages, space heaters and 
other home heating sources can be deadly, as well as 
cause serious damage to the environment. It is recom- 
mended that all homes install at least one carbon mon- 
oxide detector equipped with loud alarms easily heard 
inside the home and garage; these alarms are designed 
to warn occupations if CO levels accumulate to dan- 
gerous concentrations. 

Put drugs and chemicals out of kids’ reach... 

Prescription and nonprescription drugs like as- 
pirin or other pain relievers can kill kids who think 


they’re candy. Lock them up (no, not the kids) or put 
them out of reach. Same with detergents, drain openers 
and other yard and home chemicals. 

Test for radon... 

Radon is an invisible radioactive gas that has no 
taste, smell, or color. Because radon is a gas, it seeps 
out of rocks and soils and enters building through 
openings or cracks in the foundation. Although certain 
areas of Florida are more likely to encounter radon 
problems than other areas, radon is a house-to-house 
issue. You may live in an area of low radon potential 
yet your house can have elevated radon while your 
neighbor’s house has no radon. Exposure to radon is a 
preventable health risk and testing radon levels in your 
home can help prevent unnecessary exposure. 

Don ’t get badly overheated... 

Exercise is a great way to keep fit, but don’t get 
overheated during workouts. Heat exhaustion comes 
when your body can no longer sustain the pace, the 
heat, the humidity or the loss of fluid. So exercise ear- 
ly or late, drink plenty of water, slow down your pace 
and wear light breathable clothing. 

Wash your hands... 

Whether you’ve been sneezing, handling raw 
chicken, have been to the bathroom or changed a dia- 
per, hand washing is easy to do; and it’s one of the most 
effective ways to prevent the spread of many types of 
infection and illness in all settings — from your home 
and workplace to child care facilities. Clean hands can 
stop germs from spreading from one person to another 
and throughout an entire community. Washing hands 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds is the best 
way to reduce the number of germs on them. If soap 
and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60 percent alcohol. 
Alcohol-based hand sanitizers can quickly reduce the 
number of germs on hands in some situations, but sani- 
tizers do not eliminate all types of germs. 

The Environmental Health Program requests that 
you call the Health Department with any environmen- 
tal health issues. The department can be reached at 
954-985-2330. 


BY ERIC BRICKER 
Family Services Department 

In 2004, synthetic marijuana became legally avail- 
able for sale and has been marketed under the name 
Spice or K2. This drug has grown in popularity over 
time mainly among young users because it had been 
so widely available and inexpensive. A pack of Spice 
could be purchased at a local gas station or tobacco shop 
for less than $20. 

As surprising as this may sound, it was perfectly le- 
gal until very recently as different states began to enact 
legislation to make the drug illegal. Finally, in 2010, the 
Drug Enforcement Agency or DEA used its emergency 
powers to classify all synthetic forms of marijuana as 
schedule one illegal drugs. 

Part of the problem with Spice is that it exists 
in over 200 different chemical strains, each of which 
was considered a different compound. States had been 
scrambling to apply legislation to the drug only to have 
a different strain come onto the market, which would 
then require brand new legislation in order to make that 
strain illegal. The new federal legislation enacted by the 
DEA should put a stop to this pattern nationally. 

Another aspect of the drug that is seen as problem- 
atic is that it does not cause users to test positive for 
marijuana, so it became undetectable on standard drug 
testing panels. Now, more specific drug testing is avail- 
able to detect Spice or K2. However, this specific test- 
ing tends to be a bit more expensive, which could create 
a barrier to drug treatment programs and community 
control officers who are attempting to monitor a client 
or offender’s substance abuse status via drug testing. 

Currently, there is very little known about the long- 
term impact or potential dangers that could be caused 
to users of synthetic marijuana, although the negative 
effects are at least very similar to those associated with 
marijuana use. 

The following was quoted from the American Of- 
fice of Poison Control Centers in a recent New York 
Times article written by Malcolm Gay: 

“The American Association of Poison Control Cen- 
ters reports that so far this year [2010], there have been 
567 K2-related calls, up from 13 in 2009. But investiga- 
tors add that no one is really certain what is in K2, and 


people are arriving at emergency rooms with symptoms 
that would not normally be associated with marijuana or 
a synthetic form of the drug.” 

Dr. John Huffman, a chemistry professor at Clem- 
son University is credited with the discovery of the first 
synthetic marijuana strains in 1984. His original univer- 
sity-sponsored research was related to the use of syn- 
thetic marijuana in the treatment of multiple sclerosis, 
AIDS, and chemotherapy. 

Huffman’s research does not appear to have been 
intended to be used to develop recreational drugs. How- 
ever, it was noted in 2004 that two of the 240 strains that 
Huffman developed were present in Spice and K2 that 
was being sold in Germany. 

About his discovery and its recreational use, Huff- 
man has been quoted as saying “It bothers me that peo- 
ple are so stupid as to use this stuff’ and “If you go 
around paying $40 for a packet of leaves that contains 
who knows what and smoke it, you are not a very re- 
sponsible person. This is akin to playing Russian rou- 
lette.” 



US Drug Enforcement Agency 
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THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863-699-2889 


DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce, 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 
Probate- 
Wills- — • 


Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 
Okeech obee a n d 
Highlands Counties 
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includes Festival Admission Children 10 & under FREEI^^h 
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ADVANCED 
TICKET OUTLETS 


BRIGHTON SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON TRADING POST 
EVERGLADES FARM EQUIPMENT LAKE PLACID FEED 
CUSTOM GRAPHICS & SIGNS OKEECHOBEE DODGE 
TICKETS BY PHONE 863467-6039 FRED SMITH RODEO ARENA 






COMER ELECTRIC IZZY'S TIRE SALES LITTLE BIG MAN'S MARINA OKEECHOBEE DODGE CHRYSLER JEEP 
DEANGELIS DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION .TRAVIS TRUEBLOOD LAW GROUP. BEST WESTERN . HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS * MTHI-KI MUSEUM 
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Announcements 


BIRTHDAY WISHES 



Naji Tobias 

Landell Blaine Osceola-Turtle, center, who just turned 3 years old, celebrates his 
birthday party at the Big Cypress Preschool on Jan. 7 with mother Sarah Osceola, 
left, and grandmother Janice Osceola, right. 


Happy 3rd Birthday to Landell 
Blaine Osceola-Turtle! You are 
such a good boy and we love you so 
much. God bless you always. 

From your family, 

Great- grandpa Joe Osceola Sr., 
grandma Janice Osceola, mom and 
dad, Sarah Osceola-Turtle and Philip 
Turtle and the rest of the crew. 



| POEM 


| MARRIAGE 


“Flagrant sorrows” 

When the laughter stops, reality settles in. That, your 
foes wasn’t your foes, and your friends wasn’t your friends. 
That you confused love with infatuation, and the whole 
relationship was a scheme- 

That growing up is learning to cope, that life isn’t always 
what it seems. 

That knowledge is the key, but at the same time is a 
curse- 

That your best instinct is always your first. 

Then you start to feel hatred, really you have to blame 
yourself- 

Because you allowed everything to happen to you in the 
game, when the whole time you was the ref. 

So when the hatred stops, and reality settles in- 
Remember, that everything that happen to you, you in- 
vited it in. 

Dakotah Cypress 


Patrick Doctor Sr. and Anna Hikin 

will be married on January 29 at the First 
Baptist Seminole Indian Church. 



IN MEMORIAM 



In Loving Memory Malachi Brandon Baker 

1994-2010 

Malachi 

You were my very first bom grandchild. My sweet 
grandson, the eldest of them all. Why did you have to leave 
so soon, that’s a question I often ask myself. I recognize daily 
how your presence is missed. The radiance of your eyes. Your 
beautiful smile. 

Your death was so unexpected, I wished that I could have 
erased all your pain. Your death remains difficult to accept, 
However we continue to Honor and celebrate your life, like 
a whispering wind death came upon you, However your spirit 
and soul was set free from this world. And from dust we are 
created and dust we must return. May we meet again. 

I love you — Patsy Cypress (Grandmother) 

Otter clan 


OBITUARIES 


Leanne Osceola French, age 29, died Mon., Dec. 
20, 2010, in Troy, Ohio. 

She was a native and resident of Okeechobee for 
21 years just recently relocating to Ohio. 

She is survived by her husband John French; sons, 
Donovan Osceola, Landon French, Logan French; 
daughters, Keira French, Shaela French, and Janaya 
French, all of Troy, Ohio; parents, Larry and Joanne 
Jones Osceola; sisters, Nicki Osceola, Trista Osceola; 


grandmothers, Shule Jones, Louise Cypress, all of 
Brighton; and a host of aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Services will be held graveside Thurs., Dec. 23, at 
Ortona Cemetery at 10:00 am. 

All arrangements are under the care and direction of 
Matthew and Paul Buxton of Buxton- Seawinds Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 4550 Hwy. 441 N., Okeechobee, 
FL 34972. 863-357-7283. 


Victor C. Johns, age 54, died Sunday, Jan. 9, 201 1, 
at Lawnwood Regional Medical Center. 

He was a native and life-time resident of 
Okeechobee and a member of the 1st Indian Baptist 
Church. Golf was his favorite pastime. Since high 
school graduation, he was actively involved in commu- 
nity service in hospitals, nursing homes, and other pa- 
tient care facilities. He was employed with Okeechobee 
County as a fireman for 1 8 years. 

He is survived by his parents, Wonder and Mary 
L. Johns of Brighton; sisters, Cynthia (Juan) Rodriguez 
of Okeechobee, Theresa (Marvin) Bowers of Brighton; 


nephews, Clint Bowers, Zachary Willie, Nicholas Ro- 
driguez; nieces, Trina Bowers, Alyssa Willie, Erin Wil- 
lie; great-nephew, Urijah; and great-nieces, Ashlynn, 
Rylee, and Bailey. 

Visitation will be held Tuesday, Jan. 11, from 5-7 
p.m. at Buxton-Seawinds Chapel at Abundant Bless- 
ings Church with a graveside service and burial at Or- 
tona Cemetery on Wednesday, Jan. 12, at 11 a.m. 

All services are under the care and direction of 
Matthew and Paul Buxton of Buxton-Seawinds Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 4550 Hwy. 441 N, Okeechobee, 
Florida. 863-357-7283. 


JOB POSTING 


Seminole Gaming Administration 

JOB POSTING 

Director of Tribal Business 
Relations 
Purchasing 

Seminole Gaming Admin- 
istration 

Vice President of Purchas- 
ing 

December 22, 2010 
SUMMARY 

Under the supervision of the Vice President of 
Purchasing, the incumbent purchases materials and/or 
services in accordance with Purchasing Department’s 
policies and procedures as well as Seminole Gaming’s 


internal controls. The Director of Tribal Business Re- 
lations functions in a lead role with all Tribal Vendor 
and / or Member business transactions ensuring con- 
sistency amongst all Seminole Gaming Properties and 
Hard Rock International. They assist in the initiation 
of joining product/service synergies with all properties 
and are an integral part of the research, negotiation, and 
implementation of new programs as they directly relate 
to the communication, bidding and coordination with 
any / all Seminole Tribal Vendors / Members. 

Seminole Gaming now posts and accepts internal 
and external applications online. 

To apply, please go to: 

www.GoToWorkHappy.com and click on “Apply 
Now.” 


Position: 

Department: 

Location: 

Reports to: 

Posting Date: 



Happy 1st Birthday to Our Daughter Jahcelin 
Lysandra Calisce. It seems only yesterday you were 
just a baby. Now you are turning 1 ! You are such a 
beautiful and happy child and we wish nothing but 
the best for you in life. We love you so much baby 
girl. Love Always Daddy, Momma, and King 


WELCOME! 


Happy birthday to late Devin Cypress-Kimble 
on Jan. 15. 

Devin, 

I want you to know that I love and miss you very 
much, and I wish that you were still here with me and 
the family, so I’m wishing you a happy birthday, 

Love 

Always, your cousin, 

Carolee Anderson 



Happy Birth- 
day to Mary O. 
Moore! We love 
you. 

From your 
granddaughter Ci- 
ara and your great 
granddaughter Me- 
linda. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 



Gracia and Susannah Calisce would like to wel- 
come their new bundle of joy. Mr. King Jaaziah 
Calisce born Thursday August 19, 2010 at 8:33 pm 

91bs 8oz and 21 1/2 in. So glad that you are fi- 
nally here! ! ! Love Always Daddy and Momma 


Congratulations to Chandler De Mayo! 
Chandler was awarded a President’s Award 
Certificate for Reading from Pine Crest School for 
reading a million words since August. He is only the 
second student to receive this award at the school. 
Chandler is in the 3rd grade. 



POEMS 


“My Seminole Dream” 


Seminole Love Is... 


I sit here and think 
How much I want to be with you 
Wondering will I ever have a chance 
A chance to hold you, 

Kiss you mmm. . . and to be with you 

I think about you every day 
Every night before I sleep 
I dream how it would be 
To have you as my own 

I dream to see how it feels 
To see you before I sleep 
How it would feel to 
Cuddle with you at night 

I dream about how wonderful 
It would be to wake up and see you 
Laying next to me in bed 
But it’s all a Seminole dream. . .till the time comes 


Seminole love is the greatest feeling, 
Seminole love is like a play, 
Seminole love is what I feel for you, 
Each and every day. 

Seminole love is like a smile, 
Seminole love is like an Indian song, 
Seminole love is great emotion, 
That keeps us Seminoles going strong. 

I love you with my heart, 

My body and my soul, 

I love the way I keep loving, 

Like a Seminole love I can’t control, 
To remember when your eyes meet 
mine, 

I love you with all my Seminole heart, 
And I have poured my entire soul into 
you, 

Right from the very start. 


I’ll stay single waiting for you 
My Seminole girl. 


Unbroken Spirit 
Alex Tucker 
Hollywood Rez 
Otter Clan 


N.F.L.=Native for Life 
Alex Tucker 
Hollywood Rez 
Otter Clan 


CLASSIFIEDS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myma Loy (954) 583- 
9119. Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 1128 
NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 



COUNTRY ESTATE HOME 
IN MUSE/LABELLE 
2 Story Home on 20 acres with pool/spa & 
60X125 clear span bam $537,723 
Woodyard & Associates (Agent Owned) 
239-425-6012 
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REVOLUTION 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

orerVan Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and HandicapVehicles 








' 


8600 PINES BLVD 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 




. 


TONY RODRIGUEZ 




LUIS RAUSEO 
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STORE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SAT9RDAY 9AM- 9PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 
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ADVERTISED PRICE NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASE EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAIE. NOT RBPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURE ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERM I SSI ON OF EM I GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC &RAYDI OLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS REERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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Ahfachkee Warriors Basketball Program 
Goes into Home Stretch of Inaugural Season 


B Y NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - For the Ahfachkee Warriors basketball program, 
there’s no place like home. 

Players, coaches and fans witnessed history unfold as they watched 
the Ahfachkee Warriors girls’ and boys’ basketball teams play at the Her- 
man L. Osceola Gymnasium on Jan. 4, 6 and 7. 

Before the games began, the Big Cypress Council hosted a special 
bonfire pep rally at the Big Cypress Softball Field on Jan. 3 to get the 
teams and fans revved up for the week of home games that followed. 

Warriors Take on Grace Academy in First-Ever Home Opener 

Ahfachkee ’s Jan. 4 home game against Grace Academy International 
(Opa Locka) - a 59-39 home loss for the boys - marked the first time a 
Seminole Tribal school’s basketball team competed in a Florida High 
School Athletic Association-sanctioned contest on Tribal land. 

Taylor Pratt (11 total points) scored the game’s initial bucket on a 
nifty behind-the-back layup with 6:52 left in the first quarter, giving the 
Ahfachkee boys’ team a 2-0 lead - their first lead of the season. 

Ahfachkee’s lead grew to five, with 3:44 left in the first, after Ryan 
Cypress (12 total points) followed an offensive rebound with a driving 
lay-in to put the Warriors up 7-2. 

But Grace Academy would score the final eight points of the first 
quarter to give them a 10-7 lead. 

“As we started playing, we got really excited because we never had 
a lead before,” Ahfachkee Warriors junior center Stevie Billie said. “We 
didn’t know what to do, so we got a little too cocky.” 

Cypress briefly talked about what transpired after the Warriors lead 
suddenly evaporated toward the end of the first quarter. 

“We did a pretty good job for the first eight minutes, but we broke 
down and got tired,” Cypress said. 

A layup by Cypress pulled Ahfachkee to within one point - a 1 0-9 
margin with 6:52 left in the first half. 

However, the Warriors would not get closer than that the rest of the 
way, as Grace Academy stormed to a 23-5 run that saw Ahfachkee go into 
halftime with a 33-12 deficit. 

“We made a lot of silly passes and missed a lot of open shots in the 
paint,” Ahfachkee Warriors Head Coach Antonio Wright said about the 
first half. 

The second half was somewhat better for the Warriors, as they be- 
gan the third frame on a 9-0 run, highlighted by two easy buckets from 
Cypress and a 3 -pointer from Pratt. With 3:47 left in the third quarter, 
Ahfachkee climbed their way out of a 19-point deficit to cut the Grace 
Academy lead to 33-21. But the Warriors couldn’t keep up with Grace 
Academy for the rest of the game. By the end of the third quarter - a 
44-26 Grace Academy lead going into the fourth - the contest was es- 
sentially over, with the home team failing to get within single digits the 
rest of the way. 

“Me personally, I think we were out of shape and I think that played 
a part in how the game turned out,” Cypress said. “Overall, we tried our 
hardest and I think we’ll get better from here.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who appeared at the Jan. 4 game, of- 
fered his take on the game’s outcome. 



Janice Osceola 

Rev. Bruce Pratt gives the invocation at the Ahfachkee Warriors first-ever bon- 
fire pep rally on Jan. 3 - the day before the Warriors boys play their first home 
game against Grace Academy International. 


“I think it’s a good start we have here,” Chairman said. “It’s not al- 
ways about them winning or losing, but it’s about their participation and 
effort on the basketball court. We have some talent here, so if we continue 
working with them, then we’ll have a fantastic team in the future.” 

Lady Warriors and Warriors Face Off Against Cape Coral Chris- 
tian at Home Base 

A packed crowd came out to see the Ahfachkee Warriors Jan. 6 
games against the Cape Coral Christian Crusaders, showcasing both the 
girls’ and boys’ teams at home for the first time. 

The Lady Warriors played first, with the Ahfachkee girls securing an 
easy 58-11 win over the Lady Crusaders that was essentially decided in 
the first quarter. 

As the Lady Warriors opened the game on a 21-0 run - the first quar- 
ter ended with them taking that 21 -point lead. The bulk of the scoring 
came from freshman guard/forward Terri Baker and senior forward/guard 
Tia Osborne. 

Baker, who notched two steals in one minute of play (7:00 left in 
the first quarter), opened up the scoring floodgates with a fast-break la- 
yup that the Lady Crusaders failed to contest. Baker finished with 14 
first-quarter points to lead the early scoring for the Lady Warriors, while 
Osborne added three of her own. 

The Lady Warriors kept the fast pace going, as they 
went to halftime with a 29-8 lead and never looked back. 
They finished the game on a 29-3 run, which turned out 
to be their most lopsided win to date. 

The Lady Warriors moved to a 4-1 official record 
heading into their next game against the St. John Neu- 
mann Celtics (Naples) on Jan. 7. The two scheduled 
games against Grace Academy International were can- 
celed because the opposing team could not field a girls’ 
squad of their own. 

Meanwhile, the Warriors game against the Crusaders 
turned out to be very different from their female coun- 
terparts. A layup by Billie tied the game up at 2-2 with 
7:08 left in the first. Cape Coral Christian followed with 
a serious scoring crusade against the Ahfachkee boys, as 
they went on a 39-5 run to end the first quarter with a 
41-7 lead. 

The Warriors second home game ended in a 68-23 
loss to Cape Coral Christian, which dropped their season 
record to 0-6 at that point. 

Lady Warriors Compete in Close One Against 
St. John Neumann 

The first week of home games at the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium hit a climax on Jan. 7, when the 
Lady Warriors played against the St. John Neumann Celt- 
ics (Naples). In what turned out to be a game decided by 
momentum and endurance - a 32-31 loss for the Lady 

Please see WARRIORS on page 6C 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee Warriors and the Grace Academy International boys basketball teams tip off in their 
Jan. 4 matchup - a 59-39 loss for Ahfachkee. 



Rachel Buxton 

Elijah Finney works to get around Joshua Madrigal Jan. 4 during the boys’ match up 
against Yearling Middle School. 


Pemayetv Emahakv 
Goes Head-to-Head with 
Basketball Rival Yearling 



Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv’s girls’ and boys’ basketball teams faced 
their biggest rival, Yearling Middle School, Jan. 4 in a head-to- g ee 

head match up at the Brighton gym. The girls took hold of the 
home team advantage with Darla Cypress scoring a layup, and photos on 5C 
beat the Yearling girls 40-19. Pemayetv Emahakv’s boys howev- 
er gave it their best shot but fell short, ending the game 32-50. 


Fort Pierce Seminoles End 11th Season with Awards Banquet 



Naji Tobias 

Fort Pierce Seminoles President/Tribal citizen Alexan- 
der ‘Head’ Tommie accepts an award for Hollywood/ 
Fort Pierce Reservation Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr., who sponsored the Fort Pierce Seminoles 
Youth Football Organization’s 11th season. 



Naji Tobias 

Fort Pierce Seminoles 140-pound head coach Alexander ‘Head’ Tommie, left, and his players receive See more photos on 7C 

their end-of season football awards. 



Naji Tobias 

During the awards banquet, Fort Pierce Tribal citi- 
zen Sheree Sneed shares a moment with her son, 
6-year-old Roger Walters, who starred as line- 
backer, running back and quarterback for the Fort 
Pierce Seminoles 75-pound team this season. “It 
was a great experience for my son,” Sneed said. 
“He and all the kids played hard. A lot of time and 
dedication went into the success of this season for 
the Fort Pierce Seminoles.” 
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Naji Tobias 

Missy Tommie, niece of Roy Nash Osceola, shares some quality 
time with mother Virginia Tommie. 


FIRST ROY NASH OSCEOLA POOL TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

8- Ball 

Senior Women: 1 . Juanita Osceola (Hollywood Reser- 
vation), 2. Louise Osceola (Big Cypress Reservation), 3. Louise 
Billie (Big Cypress Reservation); Senior Men: 1 . Joe Junior Billie 
(Big Cypress Reservation), 2. Lonnie Billie (Big Cypress Reser- 
vation), 3. Rudy Osceola (Big Cypress Reservation). 

9- Ball 

Senior Women: 1 . Juanita Osceola (Hollywood Reservation), 

2. Esther Buster (Big Cypress Reservation), 3. Louise Osceola 
(Big Cypress Reservation); Senior Men: 1 . Joe Junior Billie (Big 
Cypress Reservation), 2. Lonnie Billie (Big Cypress Reservation), 
3. Alan Jumper (Big Cypress Reservation). 



Naji Tobias 

Ruby Osceola, wife of the late Roy Nash Osceola, plays her way into the 8-Ball, 9-Ball and Scotch Doubles segment during 
the Jan. 6 pool tournament. 

Tribal Seniors Honor Roy Nash Osceola in 
Inaugural Pool Tournament in Big Cypress 



Scotch Doubles 

1 . Juanita Osceola/David Cypress, 2. Louise Osceola/Lonnie 
Billie, 3. Ruby Osceola/Alan Jumper. 


Naji Tobias 

Caroline Osceola, daughter of Roy Nash Osceola and Ruby Osceola, plays pool in the 8-Ball segment of the inaugural Roy 
Nash Osceola pool Tournament on Jan. 6 at the Big Cypress Billiards Center. “The pool tournament means a lot to me. I will 
always love my dad and he’ll be in my heart forever.” 



Photo courtesy of the Big Cypress Senior Center 

Roy Nash Osceola, who passed away in 1986, is remem- 
bered at the tournament. Valdena Osceola, daughter of 
Roy Nash Osceola, said, “I remember when my dad 
used to take me and my friends to the cow pen every 
Sunday afternoon. It was a lot of fun.” -Naji Tobias 




Naji Tobias 

Alan Jumper comes in third place after 9-Ball play con- 
cludes at the Roy Nash Osceola Pool Tournament. 


- THE ULTIMATE PICKUP LINE - 



tfou Oofta ffldel 


888 - 421-2020 

I Davie Roadl^mRjffliUM 



Naji Tobias 

Virginia Tommie, sister of the late Roy Nash Osceola, competes in the 8-Ball, 9-Ball and Scotch Doubles. 
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Judy Weeks 

Whitney Osceola, No. 24, center, hands the ball off to her American Heritage teammate Raigyne Moncrief, No. 11, who scores two points 
with a layup shot. 


American Heritage Takes Runner-Up Trophy 
in 2010 Basketball Brothers Invitational 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

FORT MYERS — American Heritage High School’s 
Lady Patriots basketball team earned the Runner-Up Tro- 
phy for the Emerald Division of the 2010 Basketball Broth- 
ers Invitational Tournament in Fort Myers where they com- 
peted on Dec. 28 through 30. Tribal citizens Kristen Billie, 
No. 3, and Whitney Osceola, No. 24, are key players on the 
team. 

Following the trophy presentation, Kristen Billie was 
acknowledged for her outstanding performance and named 
to the All Tournament Team. 

Both young Tribal members are 17 years old and at- 
tending their senior year at American Heritage High School 
in Plantation. Avid sports enthusiasts, they reside in Hol- 
lywood. 

One of the premier girls’ basketball tournaments in the 
nation, the Basketball Brothers Invitational has 72 teams 
from around the country participating in nine divisions of 
eight teams each. The event took place in the gymnasiums 
of five Lee County high schools with games being played 
simultaneously at Dunbar, Fort Myers, Cypress Lake, North 
Fort Myers and Lehigh. 

“American Heritage has a strong girls’ basketball pro- 
gram and finished as the 2010 State Region 4 Champions, 
and they were district champions in 1998, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 2009 and 2010,” head coach Natasha Kossenko said. 
“Our team is made up of a fine group of young ladies dedi- 
cated to playing a strong game while maintaining a high 
level of sportsmanship at all times. We stress that winning 
isn’t the only objective. It is how you play the game that 
really counts.” 

During the Patriots first game against Rickards of Tal- 
lahassee, they displayed a strong defense with exceptional 
recovery skills. They immediately took the lead in the first 
period with their opponent repeatedly tying up the score 
throughout the second quarter. Pushing ahead in the second 
half, they slowly widened the gap and triumphed with a 6 1 
to 50 final score. 


The Patriots confronted the Haines City Hornets on 
the second night of the tournament. Competition was fierce 
throughout the game with both Billie and Osceola contrib- 
uting heavily to the winning score of 53 to 41. Osceola was 
tearing up the other team on the rebounds and at the hoop 
while Billie made several baskets and a 3 -point shot. 

For the final game, American Heritage met Washington 
of Pensacola on the court. Matched up with an extremely 
aggressive team, the Patriots were ahead through the first 
half of the game, but the score was close. Washington took 
the lead toward the end of the third period and then relied 
heavily upon foul shots to gain their advantage during the 
final time period. The Patriots put their heart into the game 
and repeatedly narrowed the gap on the board, but the clock 
ran out with a final score of 54 to 47 in favor of Washington. 

Snake Clan Kristen Billie is the daughter of Esther Go- 
pher and John Billie. An American Heritage student since 
the third grade, she began playing basketball when she was 
14 and holds a guard position on her team. Billie also excels 
on the softball field, which has given her the opportunity 
to compete throughout Florida, the Southeastern circuit and 
as far away as Arizona. She is currently exploring her op- 
tions following high school and considering application to 
Florida Gulf Coast University. 

Wind Clan Whitney Osceola is the daughter of Car- 
malita Osceola and granddaughter of Ruth Osceola of Im- 
mokalee. She has been playing basketball since she was 9, 
and puts her heart into the game. Off the court she enjoys 
studying science and government and is planning to further 
her education with a business degree. 

“Basketball has played an important role in my life and 
allowed me to set goals for myself that I can only achieve 
through hard work and dedication to the game,” Whitney 
Osceola said. “Since coming to American Heritage and 
joining the Patriots, I realize the importance of an educa- 
tion and the doors that it will open for me. All young Tribal 
members need to accept responsibility for their lifestyles 
and build the skills necessary to contribute to the future of 
the Tribe.” 
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Judy Weeks 

American Heritage Lady Patriots accept the Runner-Up Trophy in the Emerald Division of the 2010 Basketball Brothers Invitational in 
Fort Myers. 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Whitney Osceola, American Heritage Head Basketball Coach Natasha Kossenko and Kristen Billie are all 
smiles after triumphing over Rickards of Tallahassee with a score of 61 to 50. 



Judy Weeks 

Kirsten Billie picks up two points for 
American Heritage when she sinks the 
ball twice after being fouled in the game 
against Washington of Pensacola. 



Judy Weeks 

Whitney Osceola, No. 24, sinks a 3-point shot for American Heritage, in- 
creasing their advantage over Rickards of Tallahassee. 



Judy Weeks 

Whitney Osceola, right, makes a strong offensive play after recovering the ball, evading her opposition and then 
handing the ball off to her teammate Brandi Teague, No. 25, who sinks a 3-point shot. 
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320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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Brighton Seniors Spend Time Fishing on the Edge of the Waters at Lake Port Locks 



Rachel Buxton 


Weems Buck reels in the big one of the day at the Lake Port 
Locks. 



Rachel Buxton 


Seniors bundled up Jan. 13 as they headed to the Lake Port Locks to fish for speck or anything edible right off 
the Brighton Reservation. Most seniors used traditional cane poles and patiently waited for the fish to bite. 
Agnes Bert was the lucky fisherwoman of the day reeling the speck in one after another. 



Rachel Buxton 


Senior Center’s Donna Turtle baits a hook. 




Rachel Buxton 


Onnie Osceola tries to stay warm during the senior fishing trip. 


Rachel Buxton 

Norman Johns spends some quiet time and waits for the fish to bite. 



WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM 


THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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More photos from Pemayetv Emahakv 
Going Head-to-Head with Yearling 



Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 




Rachel Buxton 

Lahna Sedatol-Baker tries to get by Maude Gopher of Yearling during their 
match up. 


Sydnee Cypress attempts to score during Pemayetv Emahakv’s match against Yearling Middle Demetrius Clark attempts a free throw for a point against Year- 
School. ling Middle School played in the Brighton gym. 




Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 

Nothing but net for Myrick Puente as he follows through with Myrick Puente continues at full force down the court during their game against Yearling, 
a layup for two points during the rivalry game. 





Rachel Buxton 

Layton Thomas shoots a foul shot trying to close the 
score gap. 
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Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Trib 


Concerts| Theatre] Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


rs! * 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 

We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowllSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 
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Top Concerts 

Top Sports 

ANDREA BOCELLI 

MIAMI HEAT 

FRANKIE VALLI 

FLORIDA MARLINS 

TONY BENNETT 

ORLANDO MAGIC 

RUSH 

SADE 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 

YANNI 

Top Theatre 

LADY GAGA 

WICKED 

KID ROCK 

JERSEY BOYS 

OZZY OSBOURNE 

LES MISERABLES 

DENNIS DEYOUNG 

MAMMA MIA! 

SALT N PEPA 


ERYKAH BADU 



ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NAT I ONWI DE AND WORLDWI DE ORDER YOUR Tl CKETS ONLI NE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


!A 

Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! # 


New Year’s Classic Basketball Tourney 
Crowns Two Champions 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The annual New Year’s Classic Youth “All-Indian” Basketball Tournament took place on Jan. 8 at the Seminole Recreation 
Gym. There was also a champion crowned in the 13-and-under coed division and a 9-and-under coed category. 

Photo above, the 17-and-under boys’ champions — Hollywood. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


13-and-under coed champions — Hollywood. 
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Janice Osceola 

The Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ and girls’ teams share a moment in front of the bonfire as the Jan. 3 pep rally at the Big Cy- 
press Softball Field reaches its climax. 


Naji Tobias 

St. John Neumann sophomore point guard 
and Naples Tribal citizen Bryce Osceola, No. 
10, leads her team to a 32-31 win over the Ah- 
fachkee Lady Warriors on Jan. 7. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Ryan Cypress, No. 33, muscles his way in for a driving lay- 
up during the second half of his team’s Jan. 6 home game against the 
Cape Coral Christian Crusaders. 


WARRIORS 

From page Cl 


Warriors - the Ahfachkee girls coasted to a 12-0 early 
lead toward the end of the first quarter. 

Osborne (seven points - all in the first quarter) went 
on a scoring tear at the beginning of the game as she con- 
verted on a layup and followed with a 3 -pointer to give 
the Lady Warriors a 5-0 lead with 6:47 left in the first. 

Baker, who scored three points in the first quarter, 
contributed significantly to that big early 12-point lead 
as she grabbed five rebounds and a steal to help out the 
Lady Warriors. 

Following a layup by Reagan Whitecloud, which 
put the Lady Warriors up by 12 with 3:56 left in the first, 
the Lady Celtics started to methodically chip away at 
Ahfachkee’s lead as they cut the lead to 12-4 by the start 
of the second quarter. 

The second frame was primarily highlighted by 
Naples Tribal citizen and St. John Neumann point guard 
Bryce Osceola, who notched six steals in the first half 
(10 overall for the game). 

Though Osceola didn’t score in the game for the 
Celtics, she helped set the tone for her team as they 
showed patience and a sense of mental toughness that 
sent a message to the Lady Warriors. 


The game went into halftime with Ahfachkee up, 
19-8. But the game seemed as if it were much closer than 
the score indicated at that point. 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors head coach Kristin Stoots 
provided an analysis of the game’s change of pace in the 
first half against St. John Neumann. 

“We took an early lead because our offense works 
best against a zone defense,” Stoots said. “St. John Neu- 
mann saw this and switched into man defense. This sort 
of threw off our style of play because we haven’t yet 
been in a situation with so much pressure and coverage.” 

All of that really started to show in the second half 
of play, as the Lady Celtics clamped down on defense, 
holding the Lady Warriors to just three third-quarter 
points - all of which were scored by Baker (19 points 
overall). 

By that juncture, the Lady Warriors lead was just 
22-17 - a five-point margin. 

The fourth quarter proved to be a dogfight for both 
teams, as the Lady Celtics found a way to wear down the 
Lady Warriors and put a claim on their scoring attack. 

With 2:28 left in the game, tied at 25-all, Baker 
fought her way through St. John Neumann’s man-to-man 
defense and converted a 3 -pointer to put the Lady War- 
riors up 28-25. 

But Ahfachkee couldn’t hold on to it, as St. John 
Neumann later took a 29-28 lead with 1 :25 left. 

It wasn’t over for the Lady Warriors, 
who benefitted from a Baker free throw 
with 1:15 left to tie the game up at 29- 
all. With a key assist from Osceola, St. 
John Neumann found their way back up, 
31-29, with just 1:00 left in the game. 

Following that was a floater from 
Baker, who tied the game up at 31-31 
with 46.4 seconds left. 

Unfortunately for the Lady War- 
riors, they ended up fouling St. John 
Neumann, as they closed the game out 
with a game-winning free throw with 
25.3 seconds left in the contest. 

“Some of the girls were very ner- 
vous and it showed when they were 
playing,” Stoots said. “At the end of the 
game, they were completely worn out. It 
wasn’t the outcome we would have liked 
to see, but nevertheless, I was extremely 
proud of the effort and heart that my 
girls played with.” 

The Lady Warriors fell to a 4-2 re- 
cord as of Jan. 7. They, along with the 
boys, finished their inaugural season 
with home games against Moore Haven 
(Jan. 18) and LaBelle (Jan. 20 - girls; 
Jan. 25 - boys). 


Janice Osceola 

Charlie Cypress lights up the bonfire in preparation for the Ahfachkee Warriors 
first-ever basketball pep rally on Jan. 3 at the Big Cypress Softball Field. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Roderick Bert, No. 3, tries to dribble his way 
past a Grace Academy International defender in the sec- 
ond half of the Jan. 4 home game for the Warriors. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors star Tia Osborne, No. 21, attempts 
an open 3-point shot in the second quarter of her team’s 32-31 
loss to the St. John Neumann Celtics on Jan. 7. 


Naji Tobias 

St. John Neumann sophomore point guard and Naples Tribal citizen Bryce Osceola, No. 10, wrestles the ball away from 
Ahfachkee Lady Warriors Tribal player Caitlin Cypress during the first half of their Jan. 7 game at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium in Big Cypress. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Warriors assistant head coach Cicero Osceola, center, gives a pep talk to the Tribal players at halftime of their 
Jan. 4 game against Grace Academy International. 






IWf IT II } f . . . Iff jJM'nj; the AmiYicJn Ftag a! 1 tvn fim j, iVor/d VV'jr I, Warid Hur //.. ‘ 
Kon^ir IVj;, tVt’fn.im lY.ir, Cut/ Wxrtnd cum'iif cnntikte ?ji I'r.nj 




m 


- 


Introducing The N alive American VeHeram* Meuiuridl initiative 

January 12, 2011 

Native American Veterans Memorial Initiative Launched for Nation’s Capital; 

Support Sought from Tribal Leaders and Military Veterans around the Globe. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Seminole Tribe of Florida Chairman Mitchell Cypress today called on Tribal 
leaders, all military veterans and individuals around the globe, to join him in supporting the Native 
American Veterans Memorial Initiative. The recently announced Initiative will honor Native Americans 
who have served in all branches of the Armed Forces of the United States of America, including Native 
Americans who have served in World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf 
War and the current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

A Vietnam-era veteran of the U.S. Army, Chairman Cypress is seeking the support and involvement of 
all veterans in order to make the strongest possible case for recognition of Native American veterans. 
Chairman Cypress said, “This effort will include lobbying and public relations programs to impact key in- 
dividuals, including U.S. Senators and Representatives, their staffs, officials within the Obama Adminis- 
tration, and members of the National Capital Planning Commission, the governmental entity that oversees 
the design and placement of memorials in Washington, D.C.” 

“As Native Americans, we have served in every branch of the military, and we would like the same honor 
and acknowledgment as our other military brothers,” Chairman Cypress exclaimed. 

Chairman Cypress noted he would like to see a fourth soldier, a Native American, added to the three 
soldier likenesses that are part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the National Mall. “We were there 
during the conflicts, fighting for our country as Native Americans,” said Chairman Cypress. “When we 
look at the beautiful statue that depicts true and brave warriors, we wonder why we were not included. 

We were there, too.” 

A Web site has been established for the Native American Veterans Memorial Initiative at thenavmi.com. 
All interested supporters of those that have sacrificed for our freedom, can sign up by submitting their 

e-mail addresses on the Web site’s home page. 

Please join forces with us and help with this initiative to get the fourth statue added for all Americans that 
have fought and are fighting for our nation’s freedom. We need your help! 
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More photos from Fort Pierce Seminoles Awards Banquet 



Naji Tobias 

The Fort Pierce Seminoles Youth Football 
Awards Banquet, held on Dec. 19 at the Fort 
Pierce Community Center, begins with a 
dance sequence from Angel Fuse. 




Naji Tobias 

Center photo, the Fort Pierce Seminoles 130-pound team gets its end-of-season awards. 

Photo above, the Fort Pierce Seminoles 90-pound team receives the end-of-season awards. 
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Photo Extra from Ahfachkee Warriors and Lady Warriors Halftime Show 



Naji Tobias 

The Seminole Pride gymnastics team provides entertainment for the Ahfachkee Warriors and Lady Warriors halftime shows for their home games 
on Jan. 4, 6 and 7. 
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Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail 
Wins 11th Annual Rez Rally 

Team Immokalee/Naples 

Captures Highest Percentage of Tribal Participants Trophy 

BY NAJI TO BIAS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — A relatively foggy morning at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch gave way 
to clear skies and a clear-cut win for Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail at the 11th annual Rez 
Rally on Feb. 5. 

The team won its second Rez Rally in three years and earned its traveling trophy by having 
the most overall participants in the Tribalwide walk/run competition. 

The winning collective was followed by Team Immokalee/Naples, which hosted the Semi- 
nole Tribe’s Rez Rally for the first time and placed runner-up. 

Team Big Cypress, which will be hosting next year’s Rez Rally, finished third, while the 
defending Rez Rally champion Team Brighton/Tampa came in fourth overall. 

“The Rez Rally is a good thing for everybody to participate in,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
said to the scores of Rez Rally participants prior to the races. “It’s not just a contest; it’s about 
your health. We’re not just fighting against diabetes; we’re fighting against all other diseases 
that’s affecting us in the Tribe and worldwide. It’s up to us to control ourselves and take care of 
our bodies.” 


♦ Please see REZ RALLY on page 9B 



Naji Tobias 

The 11th annual Rez Rally in Immokalee starts out with foggy conditions, with scores of participants ready to run the 5K course down Seminole 
Crossing Trail. 


Tribal Fair Showcases Traditions, 
Culture and Inspires Natives from 
Across All Indian Country 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of the Tribal Color Guard lead the way during Grand Entry ceremonies that kicked off the 40th annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair held in the Hard Rock Live, Feb. 11-13. The free event featured live Native performances, 
music, authentic food, a wildlife show and custom Native crafts. 


Tribal Pioneer, Innovator and Leader 
Betty Mae Tiger-Jumper Laid to Rest on MLK Day 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Hundreds of family, friends and sup- 
porters said their goodbyes to Tribal pioneer, innovator and 
leader Betty Mae Tiger- Jumper, fittingly on the same day we 
celebrate the life and legacy of another great leader, icon Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The deeply devoted Christian mother of five (three chil- 
dren still alive) passed away Jan. 14 of natural causes at the 
age of 88. Her funeral service and nine-gun 
salute by the Seminole Police Department 
was held at the House of Prayer (formerly 
the Miccosukee Baptist Church) on the 
Hollywood Reservation on Jan. 17. 

Accomplishing a who’s who of firsts 
among her people, Tiger- Jumper was the 
last living member of the first Tribal Coun- 
cil/Board and matriarch of the Snake Clan. 

She can also be credited with having an 
influence in improving every major area 
of development within modern Tribal op- 
erations, including healthcare, education, 
government and business ventures. 

“Many people talked about doing 
things. She always went out there and did 
it,” son Moses Jumper Jr said. 

Born on April 27, 1923 in a chickee 
camp near Indiantown, Fla., she had two 
brothers and a sister. Her trail blazing leg- 
acy can be traced back to the establishment of the Tribe in the 
late 1950s when she helped as an interpreter for Tribal leaders 
in meetings around and under the famed Council Oak tree in 
Hollywood. Graduating high school in 1945, she was also part 
of the first generation of literate Seminoles to speak and write 
English, Miccosukee and Creek languages. All were signifi- 
cant feats at the time due to her biracial status. 

“She could have been bitter about some of the treatment 
she got, but instead she was still compassionate toward prog- 
ress and able to do a lot in spite of being endangered at that 
time,” former longtime Seminole Tribune Editor in Chief Vir- 


ginia Mitchell said of her mentor. 

In 1 946 Tiger- Jumper married Moses Jumper Sr. and re- 
mained committed to the World War II veteran until his death 
in 1993. 

For many in the public, the grandmother of nine and 
great-grandmother of 36, was best known as the strong, hard- 
nosed former Chairwoman of the Tribe. In 1967, she became 
the first and only woman to hold such a position. 

“You can not find a better component to serve as a Tribal 
leader than her. She was a modem day war- 
rior,” said Joe Dan Osceola, former Tribal 
Board President and colleague serving on 
the Board with Tiger- Jumper from 1967- 
1971. “By believing in God and the Tribe, 
she done well by everything she was in- 
volved in.” 

“It was meant for us to fight together for 
change,” Osceola added. 

The former nurse can also be credited 
with co-founding the powerful Native lob- 
biest organization United South and Eastern 
Tribes (USET) with Osceola. 

Other noteworthy firsts include serving 
as the Tribe’s health director and developing 
what would become the Seminole Tribune 
(formerly the Alligator Times and Seminole 
News). 

“She was a role model and as an elder to 
me, I respected her and loved to sit around 
and just listen to her. She got involved with 
her job and the community. She was a role model in every 
sense of the word,” Mitchell said. 

Mitchell began her stint with the paper as a proofreader 
and typesetter after being hired by Tiger- Jumper in the mid- 
1980s. 

The 1994 Florida Women’s Hall of Famer and author of 
two books also had another side to her personality not often 
discussed. Family and friends describe her as a warmhearted, 
giving, spiritual, disciplined person and lover of sports. 

♦ Please see PIONEER on page 2A 



BETTY MAE TIGER-JUMPER 


Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola Is Inducted 
into Alma Mater Georgetown College Hall of Fame 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Osceola, right, with Georgetown College President William Crouch, beside a custom plaque 
created to celebrate the Hall of Fame induction at his alma mater Georgetown College. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

GEORGETOWN, Ky. — Former Tribal Board President 
and Seminole Tribe World Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola is now 
a Hall of Fame inductee joining the brightest and most influen- 
tial leaders at his alma mater Georgetown College. 

Along with his wife Virginia and former classmates in sup- 
port, a packed John L. Hill Chapel saw Osceola be recognized in 
front of former and current students and faculty as part of annual 
Founder’s Day Convocation ceremonies. 

The Jan. 25 event brought back great memories for the 1961 
business/physical education graduate and track and field star. 

“I had a great time here at this college and received a great 
education over the years. I am so glad to be honored,” Osceola 
said while addressing the college president, staff and guests dur- 
ing a special luncheon after the ceremony. 

Osceola is the first Native and minority to be inducted into 
the college’s Hall of Fame. He also received an honorary doc- 
torate from the liberal arts institution in 2001. 

“By bringing back someone like Joe Dan with all he has 
been through, we wanted to bring that message to our students,” 
said Georgetown College President William Crouch. “We are 
very, very proud of Joe Dan and glad to have him associated 
with this college. This also helps bring more diversity to our 
school.” 

Osceola made strides as a groundbreaker in the Tribe in the 

♦ Please see HALL OF FAME on page 2A 


Big Cypress Preschoolers 
Exchange Gifts for Valentine's 



+ See Valentine’s 
section on page 10A 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress preschoolers Amirani Brooks, left, 
and Rylin Osceola, right, give hugs and kisses 
to Janice Osceola at the preschoolers’ Valen- 
tine’s Day gift exchange party on Feb. 14. 
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Osceola, second from left, is joined by members of his Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Georgetown College Assistant to the President Board Secretary Robin Oldham, cen- 
ter, shares old yearbook photos with Osceola, left, and wife Virginia. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Osceola stands beside a custom plaque created to celebrate the Hall of Fame induc- 
tion. 


♦ HALL OF FAME 

From page 1A 

early 1960s becoming the first Tribal 
citizen to graduate from college. Wife 
Virginia said this feat was spurred on 
more with the loss of his parents early 
in his life. 

“Back in the late ‘50s and ‘60s 
when it was hard for the Tribe, he 
made a commitment to go to college, 
and I do not think he realized how big 
of an impact it would have today,” she 
said. “But people have to realize that 
when Joe Dan does something, he al- 
ways does it in the best interest of the 
Tribe.” 

Georgetown College Hall of Fame 
Committee Chairman Robin Oldham 
said the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity 
member was on a very short list of can- 
didates to receive the honor. 

“His name came up at the top of 
the list [in selections] and he is a spe- 
cial and gifted man,” Oldham said. 
“He has brought a lot to this campus 
and has been very faithful to this com- 
munity.” 

The life and legacy of the fifth 
generation descendant of Seminole 
Nation legend Chief Osceola has been 
one of perseverance and dedication to- 
ward both Seminole and Native causes. 
In the combatative, racially hostile 
segregated areas of 1950s Florida, he 
was the first Seminole in the state to 
attend a public school. His feats of ac- 
complishment have since grown even 
further. 

In the mid-1960s he became the 
youngest person on the Tribal Board 
as its president at the age of 30 while 
serving beside the legendary Tribal 
pioneer Betty Mae Tiger- Jumper. Both 
also helped to found the United South 
and Eastern Tribes (USET). 

He was introduced to George- 
town College by a missionary family 
while on the Hollywood Reservation 
(formerly Dania) and also considered 
attending Florida State University to 
play football. 

The father of 10 has almost 30 
grandchildren and great-grand chil- 
dren. Osceola said he hopes daughter 


Courtney, senior basketball star at the 
University School in Davie, will also 
attend Georgetown. 

Former Georgetown College 
Trustee, Board Chairman and Southern 
Baptist Pastor Verlin Kruschwitz was 


also inducted into the Hall of Fame 
with Osceola. 

Georgetown College is a small, 
residential, co-educational Christian- 
based college chartered in 1 829 with a 
student population of more than 1,300. 




OUR SEMINOLE VOICE 


D ear Readers: 

I hope you enjoyed my first column with the 
Seminole Tribune. I trust that it struck a chord. It 
is not my expectation to talk you into agreeing 
with what is arguably my opinion. It is my intent 
to ignite conversation. Since I last wrote, I at- 
tended USET (United South and Eastern Tribes) 
Impact Week in Washington, D.C. This year was 
extremely interesting and gave me a lot to write to 
you about. 

USET President Brian Patterson, announced 
that we were proudly adding our 26th member 
Tribe, the Shinnecock Nation. Shinnecock is the 
nation’s 565th Federally Recognized (Acknowl- 
edged) Tribe. It was the fourth Tribe to file its 
paperwork for federal recognition and has fought 
for more than 30 years to regain its federal tribal 
identity. 

This was fitting given the fact that our open- 
ing speaker, Kevin Gover, the museum director 
for the Smithsonian National Mu- 
seum of the American Indian, spoke 
about “Defining and Shaping Indian 
Country for Future Generations.” I 
found his discussion of federal rec- 
ognition, trust land and sovereignty 
incredibly profound. So much so in 
fact, that it inspired me to write to 
you about some of my thoughts on 
the topic. 

For the American Indian, every- 
thing is about sovereignty. It is about 
self-definition. It is about empow- 
erment. It is about telling our own 
story our own way. Therefore, as an 
employee of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, my job is to protect and promote those in- 
terests, those goals, that mission. In a time of eco- 
nomic downsizing, we often forget about focusing 
on something out in the distance because we are 
distracted by the immediate problem and the hu- 
man desire for instant gratification. The quest for 
overnight success prevents us from strategically 
moving forward with measured successes along 
the way. We become reactionary and forget to plan. 
We also begin to determine success or failure and 
the road to both only in terms of dollar signs. I am 
not suggesting that fiscal responsibility is overrat- 
ed, in fact, I believe that with clear purpose, vision 
and a common goal, fiscal responsibility is in fact 
a by-product. 

While representing the Tribe at various con- 
ferences and events throughout the year, I have dis- 
covered that there appears to be a matrix of issues 
that affect Indian Country. This matrix allows for 
the nice and neat compartmentalization of issues 
and problems that ultimately allow the federal gov- 
ernment and the executive branch of government 
to control the dialogue. To control the dialogue and 
limit Tribes to a pre-determined set of problems is 
not true government to government relations and is 
certainly not reinforcing Tribal sovereignty. 

Look, the U.S. State Department recognizes 
less than 200 nations in the world. There are 565 
federally recognized Tribes! We differ by language, 
culture, history, geography, religion, economy and 
each identify ourselves in our own way. To tell our 
own story our own way, we have to control the dia- 
logue. The matrix of pre-determined issues should 
be kept in perspective as “their” management tool, 
and we need to exercise our voice and clearly ar- 
ticulate our own issues tribe by tribe. 

Let’s face it: Seminole has been on the front 
lines of defending tribal sovereignty. Through the 
Historic Resources Office we have been helping 
tribes like the Houmas in South Louisiana fight 
for their rights with BP and with state and federal 
bureaucracies who still place priorities on dollars 
over the needs of a people, a culture, a civilization. 
We have an obligation to be present in those fights 
for tribes. 

We must not let a process such as federal rec- 
ognition stand between us and the right thing to 
do. Federal Recognition is a process imposed upon 
Native People and it is not a process that we de- 
veloped ourselves. If we let this process stand in 


the way of helping other native peoples such as 
the Houma, we should be ashamed. Remember, 
blood quantum was a measurement used to hope- 
fully terminate all native people thus finally solv- 
ing the Indian Problem. Once we begin to self- 
impose stricter blood quantum regulations on our 
own people, we are solving their Indian problem 
by self-terminating. 

Where tribal sovereignty, definition, culture, 
civilization, heritage, and way of life are at risk, 
Seminole needs to have a presence. For without 
our authenticity and our sovereignty, there will be 
no gaming, there will be no tourism, there will be 
no economic development, there will be no profile- 
raising, there will be no Indian Country. If we do 
not manage our own public reputations, then we 
will forever be defined by those who do not repre- 
sent our best interests. 

And, while we fight for the reputation of all 
Indian Country, we must also respect the rights 
and choices of our fellow tribes. We must recog- 
nize that fighting for the sovereign 
mineral rights of some tribes sup- 
ports the sovereign rights of every 
tribe, whether we have those natural 
resources or not. We must recognize 
that defending the sovereign rights 
of tribes with gaming businesses 
represents a defense of all of our 
sovereign rights, whether we choose 
to have gaming businesses or not. 

Don’t be confused, sovereignty 
is our business. It is what has made 
us unique and interesting for cen- 
turies. It is what continues to make 
us unique and interesting today. We 
must promote it. We must protect it. 

Now for an update on something a bit more 
local. . . Many Tribal leaders have been demanding 
that the Bureau of Indian Affairs improve if not re- 
engineer its land into trust process. It is important 
to note that many Tribes are not like the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida with thousands of acres being 
held in trust by the United States. Tribal leaders 
are being kept from providing homes, health care, 
schools, and many other tribal services from their 
people because they have no land. In fact, the Nar- 
ragansett were challenged all the way to the Su- 
preme Court by the Governor of Rhode Island, 
Carcieri, because of the State’s desire to keep the 
Narragansett from adding trust land for elder hous- 
ing. The State blocked the efforts and an anti-In- 
dian ruling from the Supreme Court has launched 
a nationwide effort for a clean fix to the Carcieri 
ruling because of precedent. 

With that being said, I addressed Assistant 
Secretary Larry Echohawk and Eastern Area Re- 
gional Director, Franklin Keel, during the USET 
Board Meeting and reminded tribal leaders to be 
careful what they wished for with trust land be- 
cause unless they have millions of dollars hidden 
away in a mattress somewhere, that the BIA was 
not equipped, funded, or staffed to perform their 
responsibilities under federal historic preserva- 
tion and environmental laws to effectively and 
efficiently process land use permits, leases, etc... 
Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida are be- 
ing kept from burning pastures, building houses, 
installing fence lines, transferring lease owners, 
and pursuing economic development because the 
staff at the BIA Nashville Office are obstruction- 
ists. 

I contend that no one expected Indian people 
to live past the turn of the century. No one expected 
us to become educated without assimilating and no 
one expected us to survive without compromise. 
The federal system was built with the full intent 
to obstruct tribal sovereignty. This is why it is im- 
portant that as an employee of the Tribe, we must 
consider ourselves Sovereignty Protectors. I hope 
all of you feel the same way. Until next issue. . . 

Note: The opinions and comments in the 
above-printed column belong to its author , and 
do not reflect the opinions and convictions of the 
Seminole Tribune . 



TINA OSCEOLA 


The following column was written by 
Betty Mae Jumper and printed out in the 
July 9 , 1999 issue of the Seminole Tribune . 

I have been asked many times: how did 
the Seminole Tribune get started. The 
Tribune has a long history. It actually started 
back in 1956 before the Seminole Tribe was 
even organized. 

At that time the late Alice Osceola and 
I began writing the Seminole News. We ran 
the paper out of my home. I supplied news 
about the Hollywood Reservation and Alice 
brought in news from the Trail. 

We charged 10 cents a copy and we usu- 
ally sold just enough to afford to put out the 
next paper. It was pretty simple by today’s 
standards, but we kept it going. 

The paper went on for three months. 
Then, I got sick and Alice didn’t think she 
could do the paper by herself, so we stopped. 

But, some other people thought they 
would put the paper out, and they took over. 
They changed the name to the Smoke Sig- 
nal. They tried to run it, but dropped the 
project after a few times. Then, some other 
people picked it up and they put out more 
issues and they dropped it, too. 

Then one day in 1979, Chairman James 
Billie called me into his office and asked me 
if I could run the newspaper again. At first I 
told him I didn’t want to, but I thought it was 
important to have the paper for Tribal news 
and to let people know what was going on. 

I talked to two ladies about what James 
had asked. The two ladies - Barbara Doc- 


The Start Of The Seminole Tribune 


tor and Twila Perkins - got excited about the 
idea of a newspaper and they said, “Betty, do 
it! We’ll help you. We’re both good typists. 
We’ll work hard.” 

After thinking about it some more, I de- 
cided to give it a try. So, I went back to the 
Chairman and told him I thought it over and 
I will try to make the newspaper go for the 
Tribe. 

So, we started - the three of us ladies - 
and in two weeks the Alligator Times came 
out for the first time, replacing the old Semi- 
nole News. I handed over the first issue to 
James Billie and told him this was our first. 

I think he was surprised to see it and that 
we produced the newspaper in two weeks. 
This was our beginning, and we promised to 
get the paper out on time. We did the paper 
for a long time. For some time, my son Mo- 
ses Jumper Jr., was the editor. 

By 1982, the newspaper was changed 
again. The Chairman changed the name to 
The Seminole Tribune and I came back to be 
the editor. Around this time we added Vir- 
ginia Mitchell and later Marlin Billie. Later, 
we added Pete Gallagher. 

Today, we have many new people and 
faces. Virginia, Pete and I are still here, but 
we also got Dan McDonald, Melissa Sher- 
man, Ernie Tiger, Elrod Bowers, Libby 
Blake and Valerie Frank on staff, and a 
bunch of free lance writers and contributors. 
Now we have people covering events from 
other reservations and wherever news pops 
up. We are also responsible for the Tribal In- 
ternet content. 


Sometimes I think of the old days, and 
I get sad because some things aren’t as good 
as they once were. But, I’m glad to see the 
changes in The Seminole Tribune. This 
newspaper has come a long way and I’m 
happy to say it’s a lot better now than it ever 
was in the old days. 

One of the reasons I think the paper is 
still around and still will be around is the 


spirit of my grandmother, Mary Tiger. She 
always told me that once you start some- 
thing, make sure you finish it. She didn’t like 
me going off to school in Cherokee, N.C., 
to learn the white man’s language. She was 
against it. 

But, when I finally graduated and came 
home, she was proud of me for sticking with 
it and finishing. She was one of the first to 


give me a hug and to tell me she was proud 
of what I had done. 

That’s the way I feel about The Semi- 
nole Tribune. I feel it won’t stop now. It has 
been started and it’s on its way and it won’t 
stop. I’m proud that I’ve had a part in help- 
ing to keep this Tribal newspaper going and 
trust it will be going for a long time to come. 


A Mother’s Love ♦ PI0 ^. EER 

From page 1A 


By Moses Jumper Jr. 

I wish there was something , perhaps a gift, a deed, or 
something I could say, 

To express why I feel this way. . . 

You have kept the family together, throughout the years, 
Brought us through our laughter, trials and fears 
No! there is no word, gift or deed for the answer is known 
only from the Great Spirit above! 

Of why He gave to you to give to me. . . 

A Mother's Love! 


“She was the person that pushed me through 
in sports and schooling,” Jumper Jr. reminisced. 

“She never thought of herself, but always 
thought of others first,” Mitchell said of the Ti- 
tan, recalling her playful nickname of “the arm” 
throughout the community. The affectionate 
name stuck because of her habit of hanging her 
left arm outside of the vehicle while driving. 

Nephew and Tribal Council Treasurer Mike 
Tiger lived next door to her more than a half cen- 
tury. 

“I am going to miss her loving demeanor. 
She was not the kissy/lovey type though,” he 
said. “She used to teach us Christian songs in 
English and Miccosukee like ‘Jesus Loves 
Me.’ 

“She was thoughtful of others and willing to 
help everyone. I actually took some of her habits 
in dealing with people. She loved her people and 
was willing to do anything for them,” Mitchell 
said. 
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Community A 




Rachel Buxton 

Tribal members, community members and members of the press gather for the celebra- 
tion of the Brighton Casino’s 30th anniversary. Photo above, Tribal Council Rep. Andrew 
J. Bowers Jr., left, and Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress stand for the presentation of the 
colors. 


Brighton Casino Continues to Shine as it Celebrates 30 Years 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Thirty years ago the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida took a gamble and 
opened a Bingo hall in the middle of nowhere. 
On Jan. 18 their gamble paid off as the Brigh- 
ton community and guests celebrated the 
Brighton Casino’s 30th anniversary with a buf- 
fet lunch and dignitary speeches. 

The celebration was held in the Bingo hall 
at the Brighton Casino with Tribal Council, 
Tribal members and numerous members of the 
press from surrounding counties in attendance. 

General Manager of the Brighton Casino 
and Tribal member Marty Johns welcomed ev- 
eryone and talked briefly about the history of 
the casino and how it started off as a dream and 
ongoing project of his late father, Josiah Johns. 

“He was the one that started the second 
Native American Bingo high stakes in the 
country,” Marty Johns said. “In ’83 he passed 
away and then I kind of, without no knowledge 
or experience with gaming, had to learn very 
fast.” 


Beginning as a Bingo hall in a 50-by- 
3 8-foot steel bam where individuals actu- 
ally played on the hood of their vehicles be- 
cause there wasn’t enough room, the now 
27,000-square-foot building has turned into a 
first class casino. It stands out from all other 
Tribal casinos as it encompasses the Seminole 
heritage with cowboy and rodeo murals cover- 
ing the interior and exterior of the building. 

“The way that [Marty Johns] designed 
this place — it’s a rodeo building,” President 
Richard Bowers Jr. said. “I appreciate Marty 
for doing that and not forgetting about where 
we actually come from, our cattle heritage.” 

Throughout the years, the Brighton casi- 
no has gone through many renovations. Even 
within the past year, the lounge named after the 
late Josiah Johns was moved into the center of 
the casino to make room for 30 more slot ma- 
chines. 

No matter what time of day you pass by 
the casino, there are always cars in the parking 
lot and people at the tables and slot machines. 

Brighton Casino employee Kimberly 
Johns gives credit to the superb staff and de- 


scribes the casino employees as a big family 
who gives off the family atmosphere that keeps 
bringing people back. 

“Staff, pat yourselves on the back or have 
your neighbor pat you on the back, great job,” 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bow- 
ers Jr. said. 

Marty Johns announced that on New 
Year’s Eve, the casino was at full capacity for 
seven hours straight with every seat taken and 
individuals standing behind people ready to 
grab the next available machine. 

Percentage wise the Brighton Casino has 
seen the biggest increase in revenue over all 
other Tribal casinos, according to the latest 
Tribe gaming report. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. agreed with Rep. Bowers and said 
it takes all of the employees and the entire 
team to make something successful. 

“I want to applaud you,” Rep. Osceola 
said. “It is because of your efforts that we have 
this success. The first 30 years was a good ride 
and the next 30 years will be a fun ride.” 


Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa Adds Star Power to Gasparilla 




TAMPA — The Hard Rock Hotel & Ca- 
sino Tampa kept the city partying Jan. 29 as the 
title sponsor for the annual Gasparilla Pirate 
Fest. 

Gasparilla is a legendary tradition that has 
been held since 1 904 to reenact the historic pi- 
rate invasion into Tampa by pirate Jose Gaspar. 

After several years of being a presenting 
sponsor and even a Gasparilla Stage Sponsor, 
in 2010 Tampa’s Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 

Casino expanded their sponsorship to title spon- 
sor for three years, 2010 through 2012. 

EventFest Inc., Gasparilla Pirate Fest or- 
ganizers mentioned in a press release that the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa, 
with their multiyear commitment to title spon- 
sorship of Tampa’s Gasparilla Pirate Fest is el- 
evating the festival and parade to new heights 
as they continue to add a touch of their celebrity 
culture to Gasparilla festivities. 

In the early morning, the Gasparilla Flo- 
tilla made its way up the Seddon Channel and 
docked at the Tampa Bay Convention Center 
where Mayor Pam Iorio surrendered the key to 
the City of Tampa into the hands of the Captain 
of Ye Mystic Krewe of Gasparilla. 

Following the invasion, the boisterous buc- 

caneers took to the streets of downtown Tampa 
in celebration of their victory. 

The victory was celebrated in Hard Rock style with a 3.8-mile parade led by actor, 
comedian and musician Jim Belushi as the grand marshal. 

In the event’s 107-year history, a prominent public figure has only been named as 
the parade’s grand marshal six times. 

“As the title sponsor, Seminole Hard Rock is committed to bringing star power to 
the Gasparilla event,” said John Fontana, president of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Ca- 
sino Tampa. “And Jim Belushi is perfect for the grand marshal role. He’s a tremendous 
celebrity talent in music, movies and television.” 

Following behind Belushi were more than 90 elaborate floats with music and cos- 
tumes, 14 marching bands, more than 50 district Krewes and, of course, Gasparilla’s 
pirates throwing out their beads and treasures. 

Adding to the festivities, a street festival was held throughout the day with vendors 
set up along Ashley Drive in downtown Tampa. The Gasparilla Pirate Fest Street Festi- 
val featured stages with live entertainment and food. 


Courtesy of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Tampa 

Photo above, Tampa Hard Rock Hotel and Casino crew show off their float for the 2011 Gasparilla pa- 
rade. Photo below, Pirate Fest Grand Marshal, Jim Belushi throws beads to the crowds of people lined 
up along the parade route. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 


Staff Reporter 


Tribal Officials Meet and Greet Representatives from the 
National Indian Gaming Commission 



Adina Loochkartt 


Tribal officials welcomed on Feb. 3 at the Tribal headquarters representatives from the National Indian Gaming Commission, including Chairwoman Trade 
Stevens and Associate Commissioner Daniel J. Little. From left, Truman Bowers, with the Seminole Gaming Commission, Fort Pierce Liaison Sally Tommie, Big 
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Stevens, Little, Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Vice- 
chairman of the Seminole Gaming Commission Gordon Wareham. A graduate of University of Washington in Seattle, Stevens is the first Native American woman 
to chair the commission. She is a member of the Tulalip Tribes in Washington and started working for her Tribe in 1995, in the casino operations. “It’s an honor 
to be selected [as chairwoman of the NIGC] and a responsibility that has to be honored,” she said. Also present at the meet and greet were Joel Frank Sr., ST0F 
Grants Department Director, Paxton Myers, chief of staff for NIGC, Larry Roberts, NIGC general counsel and Lael Echo-Hawk, Counsel to the Chair. 


Tribal Council Convenes for 
Monthly Meeting in Immokalee 

B Y NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE - The Tribal Council held its monthly meeting in Immokalee 
on Jan. 24. The Tribal leaders passed all of the resolutions on the agenda, including 
the following: 

•Approval of Tribal revocable permit between Seminole Tribe of Florida (per- 
mittor) and Triangle Auto Center, Inc. D/B/A Toyota of Hollywood (permittee) - 
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. 

•Grant of easement for right of way for BIA Road 1285 (aka Flowing Well 
Road) Bureau of Indian Affairs (grantor) Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Roads 
(grantee) - Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation. 

•First Amendment to Ravenswood Office Center lease between Ravenswood 
Office Center (landlord) and Seminole Tribe of Florida (tenant). 

•Approval of term sheet with Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association for the 
title sponsorship of 2011 PRCAXtreme Bulls Tour. 

•Limousine and transportation service agreement with Casino Limo Corp. 
D/B/A Corporate Coaches. 

•U.S. Foodservice, Inc. - first amendment to master distribution agreement. 


Elder Tahama Osceola Is an 
Inspiration for Younger Generations 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Tahama Osceola’s memories light up her senior years as she re- 
calls the positive changes that have carried her people into the 2 1 st century. 

Panther clan Tahama was the first of seven children belonging to Cory Robert 
Osceola and his wife, Juanita Cypress Osceola. While they were living at the Musa 
Isle Indian Village in Miami, their daughter had the distinction of being the first 
Seminole baby to be delivered in a Miami hospital, according to a July 12, 1925 
article in the Miami Daily News. 

During the early years, the Osceolas divided their time between the Miami 
tourist attraction and their village in the Everglades in an effort to earn a living. 
They eventually made their permanent home in camps that they established in Col- 
lier County along the Tamiami Trail, where they sold crafts and organized Semi- 
nole crews to participate in the seasonal planting and picking of agricultural crops. 

Times were changing and the Osceolas were frequently challenged by the ne- 
cessity to adapt between a traditional and contemporary lifestyle. Tahama and her 
brothers, Curtis and Pete, were raised along traditional lines similar to the previous 
generation. 

At an early age Tahama was assigned small tasks around the camp and in- 
troduced to the traditional arts and crafts. It was her responsibility to learn how 
to cook, plant a garden, care for small livestock, clean fish and wild game, make 
clothing and help tend to her younger siblings. As she grew older, she joined the 
adults working in the produce fields and driving a truck. 

The Seminole environment was rapidly changing and by the time that siblings 
O.B. Sr., Mary, Guy and Marie arrived, the family recognized the advantages of an 
education and enrolled them in school. Tahama was already a young woman and 
did not receive the benefits of going to school to learn to read, write or work with 
figures. 

The lack of education 
did not prevent her from ded- 
icating her life to preserving 
the traditional crafts of her 
culture and assuming the im- 
portant role of caring for her 
family. Adhering to tradition, 

Osceola became an impor- 
tant part of the social struc- 
ture of her parents’ village 
and cared for her mother and 
father throughout their senior 
years. She remains a strong 
advocate of education. 

Holding out her hand to 
her grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren, Tahama said, 

“This is our culture, but you 
must learn the ways of others 
and balance what you know 
to make a future for all of 
us.” 

In addition to her own 
three children, she continues 
to be influential in the lives 
of the many young people, 
nieces and nephews who 
called her parents’ camp 
their home. 

“My mother and father 
believed that it takes a vil- 
lage to raise a child, and their 
camp was open to everyone,” 

Tahama recalled. 

Wanda Zepeda, Taha- 
ma’s daughter, remembers 
the sacrifices her mother 
made in caring for her ex- 
tended family. 

“As a young woman, my mom worked hard in the fields, drove a farm truck 
by day and did her share of the cooking at the evening fire,” Wanda said. “The long 
hours she spent at the sewing machine produced a remarkable skill for making 
meticulous Seminole patchwork creations and dolls. I can never thank her enough 
for babysitting and teaching our children. Now it is our turn to take care of her.” 

Tahama’s son Douglas and his wife Sandy acknowledge the strength of Taha- 
ma’s character, which has been passed on to their children. 

“Karie Jo, Jessica and Marissa have inherited her strong will and determina- 
tion,” Sandy said. “These are the characteristics that will serve them throughout 
their lives. All of her grandchildren have excelled in school and sought higher edu- 
cation.” 

Jessica Osceola said her grandmother began teaching her about our culture at 
an early age. 

“It wasn’t long before I wanted to know more about our origins and the his- 
tory of our rich heritage,” she said. “She was a driving force behind my earning a 
degree in fine arts from Florida Gulf Coast University and accepting a position as 
traditional arts specialist at the Juanita Osceola Center, which is dedicated to the 
memory of her mother.” 

Grandsons Lee, Brian, Doug and Pedro Zepeda are pursing careers in educa- 
tion, management and preservation of their culture. They have found their grand- 
mother to be an inspiration and willing source of information and encouragement. 

“Our Seminole culture is a matriarchal society,” Barbara Osceola-Butera said. 
“The women accept a large responsibility for preparing the next generations for the 
role they must play in preserving the future of our people.” 

“My Aunt Tahama has taken these responsibilities to heart and devoted her life 
to striving to fulfill her destiny,” Osceola-Butera said. “In her quiet, gentle, but firm 
demeanor, she has instilled in us our heritage and the strength of our ancestors, for 
which we will always be grateful.” 

Tahama said there is one thing that makes her very sad. 

“Our young people are not learning their language and if this is lost, it will not 
be long before our people are gone,” she said. “It is important that we teach them 
so that they can pass this on to their children.” 
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Students Visit Okeechobee Battlefield for an Outdoor 
History Lesson on the Second Seminole War 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Writer 


OKEECHOBEE — Students of 
Pemayetv Emahakv, along with students 
of the Okeechobee County School District, 
stepped outside of the classroom for a histo- 
ry lesson on the grounds of the Okeechobee 
Battlefield Feb. 4. 

Students got an up close and personal 
lesson about the Battle of Okeechobee that 
was fought Dec. 25, 1837 and is considered 
to be the largest and fiercest battle between 
U.S. soldiers and Seminole Indians during 


the Second Seminole War. 

“It’s an outing for them to come and 
experience what their ancestors did,” said 
Tribal Historian Willie Johns, a member 
of the Okeechobee Battlefield Friends, Inc. 
“It’s not Okeechobee’s history; it’s the Sem- 
inole’s history.” 

Re-enactors set up stations that were 
specific to the time period, giving students 
a chance to visit and learn about different 
parts of the war. 

Students got to see what an Indian camp 
looked like during the war with re-enactors 
dressed in traditional time period garments. 


One of the Tribe’s very own, Pedro Zepeda, 
spoke to the children about how the Indians 
fought in what has become known as guer- 
rilla warfare where the Indians would run 
out, shoot and retreat back into the shrubs. 

Students also got a chance to see a can- 
non going off by two U.S. soldier re-enac- 
tors and hear the history behind the cannons 
used. 

“A lot of the re-enactors are historians,” 
Johns said. “They know the history just as 
good as any book you can ever pick up, 
probably better.” 

The Tribal Culture Department from 
Pemayetv Emahakv took 
part in the school day at the 
Okeechobee Battlefield and 
offered samples of traditional 
Seminole food. 

Children purchased knick- 
knacks replicated from the time 
period that were on display. 

The school day was the kick 
off to the annual Okeechobee 
Battle Field Re-enactment 
held Feb. 5-6 where an actual 
battle re-enactment was held 
for Seminoles and the general 
public. During the annual re- 
enactment, attendees watched 
U.S. soldiers fighting the Semi- 
nole Indians, until Col. Zachary 
Taylor declared victory after 
the Seminole Indians withdrew 
back into the swamp and made 
their way into the Everglades. 

“If it wasn’t for their an- 
cestors making a bold state- 
ment here at this battle and 
then swooping back to the Ev- 
erglades, we would have been 
conquered,” Johns said. 



Rachel Buxton 

Tribal citizen Pedro Zepeda tells the students how their ancestors taught so they could be unconquered today. 



Rachel Buxton 


Students listen to a re-enactor play the banjo as he teaches them about how strings were made 
from animal entrails. 



Rachel Buxton 

Culture history teacher Jade Braswell spends the day at the battlefield handing out samples of 
traditional Seminole food. 



Rachel Buxton 


Tampa Tribal citizen Herbert Jim tells a legend of his ancestors. 




Rachel Buxton 


Students meet a Seminole re-enactor who tells them how the Indians used 
to survive in a camp during the war. 



Rachel Buxton 


A U.S. soldier directs “fire in the hole,” signaling the firing of the can- 
non. 
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Ticket Brokers 





Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

LocaF, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

Including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 
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Top Concerts 

Top Sports 

TONY BENNETT 

FOREIGNER 

KISS 

ROBERT PLANT 

ROD STEWART 

MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 

RUSH 

JUANES 

Top Theatre 

RICKY MARTIN 

LADY GAGA 

SAOE 

WICKED 

JERSEY BOYS 

KYLIE MINOGUE 

LES MISER ARLES 

YANNI 

KID ROCK 

MAMMA MIA! 

JULIO IGLESIAS 
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Naji Tobias 

Seminole Fire Rescue Inspector Bruce Britton conducts a 45-minute session with the Big Cypress seniors on child abduction 
and human trafficking over lunch on Feb. 1. Inspector Britton touched on the importance of children not talking to strangers 
and always being in a public place with someone they know and trust. The Big Cypress seniors were given a slew of tips on 
how to avoid being abducted by a stranger. A 90-second clip from the 2008 movie “Taken” briefly featured the story of a girl 
who was abducted by a stranger after receiving permission from her parents to go on a weekend trip. 


Seminole Fire Rescue Teaches Big Cypress 
Seniors How to Prevent Abduction 



Naji Tobias 


The Feb. 1 abduction prevention session at the Big Cypress Senior Center was attended by several Tribal seniors, who re- 
ceived a lesson on the topic from Seminole Fire Rescue Inspector Bruce Britton. 

The 14 seniors - not all pictured here - in attendance were as follows: Pete Aguilar, George Billie, Pilot Billie, Sally Buster, 
Daisy Jumper, Theresa Jumper, Virginia Mitchell, Louise Osceola, Ruby Osceola, Rudy Osceola, Harley Roberts, Alice Tiger- 
tail, Betty Tigertail and Minnie Tigertail. 


Seminole Moments Presentation 
Honors Contemporary Seminole Athletics 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Writer 

HOLLYWOOD — Everett Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum Tribal community outreach specialist, gave 
some much-deserved attention to the topic of Contem- 
porary Seminole Athletics as part of the first Seminole 
Moments series of the new year. 

Tribal employees gathered in the Tribal Headquar- 
ters Auditorium to celebrate the varied athletic contri- 
butions of several Seminole men and women over the 
decades. 

“Even though we were having wars against us, we 
still knew how to have a good time,” Osceola said at the 
Jan. 20 presentation. 

He said Seminole participation in sports dates back 
centuries to the days of one traditional game called 
stickball. The game was played for amusement among 
Seminoles during the three Seminole Wars in Florida 
from 1817 to 1858. 

Known today as a street game related to baseball, 
the game is usually formed as a pick-up game with a 
rubber ball and broomstick handle. Modem day la- 
crosse is known to be a descendant of the game and 
was played between both the men and women in many 
of the Native communities. During carnivals and other 
special occasions, canoe races and aquatic sports were 
also featured. 

Osceola also discussed some of the more recent 
Seminole athletes to excel in the sports world. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., avid University of Miami alumnus and fan, played 
football in his late teens. His team won a national 
championship on the junior college level in Oklahoma. 

Moses Jumper, longtime director of recreation for 
the Hollywood Reservation known as “Big Shot” in the 
community, played catcher for the semi-professional 
Dania Redbirds baseball organization. 

Steven Bowers, military advocate and current 
Governor’s Council Liaison on Indian Affairs for the 
Tribe, also excelled on the gridiron for the Dania Blue 
Devils as a part of three straight undefeated Pop Warner 
115-pound level teams in the 1960s. 

“In those times I learned to get along with people 
away from my own Tribe, as well 
as sportsmanship, discipline and 
competition,” Bowers said. 

Harry Billie and David 
Jumper shined on the baseball 
diamond and in track and field. 

Billie was a star baseball 
player and went on to play pro- 
fessionally with major league 
baseball’s Pittsburgh Pirates. 

Jumper was a wiz in cross- 
country running and was often 
referred to by the nickname 
“Barefoot Seminole.” 

“David [Jumper] was a 
great long distance runner and 
his stamina was far superior 
to anyone else out there in his 
time,” said Mike Tiger, Tribal 
Council treasurer and former 
pigskin standout of Jumper. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Everett Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal community 
outreach specialist, gives a special presentation on Semi- 
nole athletes during the most recent Seminole Moments 
series for Tribal employees in the Tribal Headquarters Au- 
ditorium Jan. 20. 

Tiger was known as an all-state, all-city and all- 
county punter/free safety and team captain for McAr- 
thur High School in Hollywood. 

David Cypress, former Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Representative and grappler, held a 30-year record until 
recently for the fastest pin in a match. 

Jarrid Smith, recent master’s degree graduate of 
Florida Atlantic University, was a three-year starter on 
the offensive line, offensive team MVP and co-captain 
for the Owls taking them to an 8-5 school record, Sun 
Belt Conference championship and New Orleans Bowl 
victory in 2008. 

Tribal women Yvonne Courtney and Mary Huff 
have also made significant sports contributions. Court- 
ney was a triple threat letterman 
in basketball, volleyball and 
softball, while pitcher Huff was 
featured in the Jan. 28 edition of 
the Seminole Tribune after ac- 
cepting a scholarship to play at 
the University of Central Florida. 

Treasurer Tiger said the en- 
tire presentation brought back a 
lot of fond memories. 

“Sports made me more ef- 
fective as a human being and 
opened many doors for us [as 
Seminoles],” he said. “We were 
talented in what we did, and peo- 
ple like winners.” 

Tiger said, “Whenever 
knowledge, skill and ability 
come together you can accom- 
plish a lot of things.” 

For more information, visit 
www.seminolerec.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Council Treasurer and former football 
player Mike Tiger reminisces on his playing 
days and other Tribal athletes. 


Notice 

Ml Tribal Members ami Tribal Employees 




Mercedes-Benz 


Your 


yVjJ Darieao moon Chevrolet 
HONDA- Call 954603-6922 

car Mrw* liaison has nnwod 

m mAtt 41 MbW* 
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Marital & Family Law 



Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 
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Prenuptial Agreements 
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Domestic Violence 
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320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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ATTENTION SEMINOLE TRIBAL MEMBERS!!! 

The Seminole Star Search Program is looking forYOU! 

A Tribal member photographer with vision! 

We need someone with the "eye"... the golden touch ... the it factor!!! 

To capture our Grand Prizewinners on film for; 
press and promotional photos, CD images, tour shots and booklets, 
still and live shots, portraits and all creative pictures YOU can capture with your lens. 

This is NOT for the faint of heart, we need a go getter 
that can bring out the BEST of our Tribal Member Grand Prizewinners!!! 

Contact the Seminole Star Search Program for more information: 

954 - 797-5467 

starsearch@semtribe.com 

www.seminolestarsearch.com 





Seminole Star Search 

Music Camp 


Location: Okalee/SHEP office in Seminole Paradise 
Between Renegade Bar B Que and The Improv 


To receive your “goodie bag 
and meal voucher 
Contact/Pre-Register 

Information: ^ 

954 - 797-5467 
starsearch@semtribe.com 

WWW.SEMINOLESTARSEARCH.COM 


Are YOU Next? 



The Seminole Star Search Program 
Is Proud to Announce 

The Debut Single Release on Native Music Rocks Records 

by Seminole Super Stars 

Zach ‘Doc’ Battiest & Spencer Battiest 

The Storm! 

Written, performed and produced by 
Zach ‘Doc’ Battiest & Spencer Battiest 

Look for it on Amazon.com and iTunes on March 8th, 20 1 I 


on 


ana 

DISTRIBUTION 


\**'X°** 







February 25, 2011 * The Seminole Tribune • 7A 


flh-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum's Pedro Zepeda 
Receives Job Promotion 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Writer 

BIG CYPRESS - For Tribal citizen Pe- 
dro Zepeda, the preservation of the Seminole 
Tribe’s history is an art form and a significant 
part of who he is. 

Recently, the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
recognized Zepeda for his knowledge and ex- 
perience in sharing the Seminole culture with 
the Tribal citizens and the outside world. The 
Tribal department recently promoted him to 
traditional arts and outreach coordinator. 

Zepeda, who has been with the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum in Big Cypress since February 
2007, started as the department’s oral history 
coordinator. Following a stint in that position, 
he later moved up to be the museum’s tradi- 
tional arts coordinator. 

In both of Zepeda’s previous positions, his 


primary role has focused on conducting pre- 
sentations for the Tribal citizens and the gen- 
eral public. Much of Zepeda’s work through- 
out his time at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum has 
been showcased through the Seminole Mo- 
ments series. 

Seminole Moments, a series of presenta- 
tions that focuses on topics such as traditional 
foods, traditional clothing and traditional art, 
has made monthly appearances in Big Cypress, 
Brighton, Fort Pierce, Hollywood, Immokalee 
and Tampa for the past couple of years. 

The well-received series has now begun 
an expansion to the Naples community, with 
possible plans to make an appearance in the 
Trail community. 

“Seminole Moments has been one of our 
most successful programs,” Zepeda said. “We 
get all positive feedback from the surveys we 
take after each of our presentations. People al- 
ways come up to us and say they enjoy them.” 

While Zepeda will continue to conduct 
Seminole Moments presentations with his out- 
reach team - Willie Johns, Vandall Samuels 
and Everett Osceola - he and his team are set 


to expand their outreach operations to Tribal 
entities such as the Tribe’s Boys & Girls Club, 
the Ahfachkee School and Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School. 

These expansive operations are geared 
toward having a series of outside speaking en- 
gagements, which primarily center on promot- 
ing the museum’s Seminole art and culture to 
general public arenas that have yet to be tapped 
into. 

“Looking at the bigger picture, it’s im- 
portant for me to pass on the knowledge I’ve 
gained to our Tribal citizens and to the general 
public,” Zepeda said. “It’s such a good thing 
to let people know who we are and what our 
history means to us.” 

Growing up in the Naples community, 
Zepeda was heavily involved in the traditional 
arts. He said much of that came from learning 
the art of sewing, beadwork and wood carving 
from his ancestors. 

“My grandmother and 
grandfather [Tahama Osceola 
and Ingram Billie Jr.] have defi- 
nitely had a huge impact on my 
interest in our traditional cul- 
ture,” Zepeda said. “They, along 
with my great-grandmother, 
Juanita Osceola, planted that 
seed for the Naples community. 
For the Seminole people, it’s 
important for us to just come to- 
gether and stay connected.” 

Zepeda, a 2001 Lely High 
School graduate, earned a bach- 
elor’s degree in art from Stetson 
University in 2005. 

Shortly after graduating 
from college, Zepeda took a 
job with the Ahfachkee School, 
where he served as an art teacher 
for two years. 

But when Zepeda saw an 
opportunity to move his career 
forward, particularly in the mu- 
seum field, he took it upon him- 
self to share his knowledge of art 
with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 

Paul Perry, the museum’s program co- 
ordinator, saw Zepeda as a worthy person to 
represent the Tribe as the outreach coordina- 
tor, citing his interpersonal skills and his vast 
knowledge of the Seminole culture and tradi- 
tions. 

“It was a fairly easy decision to make,” 
Perry said of Zepeda’s promotion to outreach 
coordinator. “Pedro comes from a very well- 
known family and he’s very well connected 
with the community. It’s such a critical posi- 
tion within the museum. With that being said, 
I believe Pedro has the ability to reach out to 
both the Tribal and non-Tribal audience.” 

Perry and Zepeda said the recent move 
will play a major role in continuing the efforts 
to preserve the Seminole history. 

“We’re a small Tribe, so it’s up to each of 
us to preserve our culture and our traditions,” 
Zepeda said. “If we don’t do that, no one will 
do it for us. The Tribe, the government and 
our departments should work together to keep 
the traditions alive. We’re all working hard to 
make sure that happens.” 





Naji Tobias 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Pedro Zepeda was recently promoted to 
traditional arts and outreach coordinator. 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Pastor Bruce Pratt presents Fred Phillips, Josh Jump- 
er and Alphonso Tigertail with the literary tools that will assist 
them in spreading the Gospel. 



Judy Weeks 

Mr. Pringle offers a closing prayer for Alphonso Tigertail, Josh Jumper and 
Fred Phillips and their families. 


Big Cypress First Baptist Church Presents Licensing Service 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
First Baptist Church was filled to capac- 
ity Jan. 30, when visitors joined members 
of the congregation to witness a licensing 
service for three devoted Christians, who 
had received the call of their Lord to serve 
their fellow man. 



Judy Weeks 

Alphonso Tigertail is animated by the telling 
of his personal story of commitment. 


During welcoming remarks, Mo- 
ses Jumper Jr. provided a brief historical 
background of the acceptance of Christi- 
anity by the Seminole people. 

“Native American missionaries from 
Oklahoma initially brought their faith to 
our ancestors,” Jumper said. “Revivals by 
men like Stanley Smith and Billy Osceo- 
la spread the gospel during the 1920s to 
1950s. Many of our leaders were blessed 
by their commitment to Christianity.” 

Following the invocation, Pastor 
Bruce Pratt said, “A licensing service 
is designed to pass the authority of the 


church to fellow Christians who are called 
to administer to their community and 
spread the gospel. A required standard for 
a preacher is set by God to His church. We 
believe these men have met these stan- 
dards. May God bless this service, these 
three men and their families.” 

Van Samuels led the congregation in 
the singing of hymns and then returned 
the service to Pratt. 

“Alphonso Tigertail, Josh Jumper 
and Fred Phillips have heard the call of 
the Lord and will give testimony of their 
salvation and call to the ministry,” Pratt 
said. “They have received a vote of ap- 
proval from our church members.” 

One at a time, the three men came 
forward and reviewed their lives prior 
to accepting the Lord. They related their 
experiences upon receiving the call to 
Christianity and service to others. Fre- 
quently referring to the Bible, they sought 
the wisdom of its words to express their 
feelings and share their faith. 

Calling Alphonso Tigertail, Josh 
Jumper and Fred Phillips before the con- 
gregation, Pratt said, “These men have 
exercised their religious beliefs and are 
led by the Lord to preach the Gospel. The 
call of the Lord is 
upon them.” 

He presented 
each of the men 
with a Certificate 
of License and 
the tools of their 
service, which in- 
cluded Bible study 
materials. 

Junior Billie 
consecrated the 
moment with a 
Prayer of Blessing. 

A longtime mem- 
ber of the Church 
and Sunday school 
teacher, Mr. Pring- 
le spoke to each of 
the men regarding 



Judy Weeks 

Raised as a Christian, Josh Jumper said he 
felt a personal call to serve his fellow man 
through the Church after he became an adult. 


the magnitude of their commitment. 

Joined by their families, the new lay 
pastors received a Handshake Blessing 
from the members of the congregation 
at the end of the service. A celebratory 
luncheon buffet was served at the Billie 
Swamp Safari’s Swamp Water Cafe. 



Judy Weeks 


From left, Moses Jumper Jr. congratulates Fred Phillips, Josh Jumper 
and Alphonso Tigertail for having accepted the call of the Lord to serve 
their fellow man. 



GREAT COURSES* GREAT WEATHER! FREE LEARNING* 

Wi nte r Symposi u m 20 1 1 will offer a g reat mix of cou rses and 
subjects important to Indian Country - alt at one event! 


AGENDA ITEMS INCLUDE: NAIHC Sanctioned "Board Training 
LEED Courses, Certified HUD Procurement Training, Indian Lav. 
Jurisdiction - A Legal Primer, Rest Practices for Tribal Museum* 
Creating High Performance Teams, and more. 


SEE THE FULL AGENDA AND SCHEDULE 
DON'T WAIT, RESERVE YOUR SPACE TO 
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Seminole Casino Coconut Creek Offers a Tribute to Heroes 


Claudio Acuna, Samuel Avalos, Esteban Ro- 
jas, Carlos Mamani and Victor Segovia. 

A local hero, retired detective on duty 
Jones, saved the lives of Bay County school 
board members on Dec. 15 when he stopped 
gunman Clay Duke, who opened gunfire at a 
public meeting. School Board member Lit- 
tleton became famous for her brave gesture, 
trying to knock the pistol from the attacker’s 
hand with her purse. 

Jones came with his wife, Colleen, to 
the event. “I’m extremely proud,” she said. 
“He is modest - always.” 

Martinez was severely burned and al- 
most killed when a land mine exploded un- 
der his military Humvee while serving in 
Iraq in 2003. His injuries required more than 
30 surgeries. Martinez became a motiva- 
tional speaker and an actor, playing combat 
veteran Brot Monroe in the ABC-TV soap 
“All My Children.” He is also a spokesman 
for Operation Finally Home and for the Iraq 
War Hero Foundation. 

“All I’ve heard from all these stories 
here is that I’m not a hero,” Martinez said. 
“But everyone experiences their own kind of 
war, battle. 

“Mike [Jones], Ginger [Littleton], 
you’re absolutely heroes. Start to embrace 
that,” he added. 

Pompano Beach attorney Johnson par- 
tially lost his legs in a car accident, after at- 
tending the University of Florida and taking 
his law school entrance exams. 

“I’ve done things that I couldn’t have 
done before,” Johnson said of his changed 
life after the accident. 

Upon graduation, he got involved in 
disabled sports, and eventually participated 
in competitive sailing and sitting volleyball 
for the U.S. team. He also competed in the 
2000 Paralympic Games in Sydney, Austra- 


Adina Loochkartt 

Actor and war veteran J.R. Martinez talks about the battles people 
have to face in life, and how these battles turn them into heroes. 


lia, the 2004 Paralym- 
pic in Athens, Greece 
in 2007, the Parapan 
American Games in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, and 
in the 2010 Sitting Vol- 
leyball World Champi- 
onships. 

A quote from John- 
son’s video presenta- 
tion said, “I realize I 
am more than the parts 
I have lost.” 

Today Johnson 
works on changing pub- 
lic attitudes and percep- 
tions toward disability 
through The Hartford, 
founding sponsor of U.S. Paralympics. 

Ana Gospodinoff, from Miami, sur- 
vived brain and breast cancer and miracu- 
lously recovered after the doctors gave her 
a 3 percent chance of survival. Her husband 
Victor didn’t accept that prognosis and Ana 
agreed to undergo four aggressive treat- 
ments simultaneously. “She was down to 74 
pounds at some point,” Victor said. 

The American Cancer Society chose her 
as their honorary female cancer survivor at 
a Relay for Life event in her hometown of 
Miami. Shortly after the event, doctors were 
unable to find any cancer in her liver, lungs 
or bones. 

“I thank him for being with me every 
step of the way, and for being such a good 
caregiver,” Ana said of her husband. “He is 
my hero.” 

“I always believed that unity is strength; 
attitude is everything,” she said. “Whatever 
you do, never give up, keep on fighting, 
‘cause miracles do happen.” 

All proceeds from the event benefited 


the United Mine Workers of America Min- 
ers Aid Fund, the American Cancer Society 
and Disabled American Veterans. 

Call the Pavilion at Seminole Casino 
Coconut Creek, 5550 NW 40th Street, Co- 
conut Creek, Fla., at 954-977-6700, or visit 
www.seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com. 


Adina Loochkartt 


Thirteen of the 33 rescued Chilean miners were invited to the Seminole Casino Coconut Creek on Feb. 4 and honored during the A Tribute to Heroes event. 


Adina Loochkartt 

Pompano Beach attorney and Paralympian 
Bradley Johnson lost parts of both of his 
legs in a car accident, but found the way to 
accomplish his life goals. 


BY ADINA L OO CHKARTT 
Senior Editor 

The Seminole Casino Coconut Creek 
welcomed international, national and lo- 
cal heroes Feb. 4, who were recognized for 
their achievements and acknowledged for 
the miracles they made happen. 

The honored guests at A Tribute to He- 
roes and Miracles were 13 of the 33 rescued 


Chilean miners; hero and heroine of the 
Panama City School Board shooting Mike 
Jones and Ginger Littleton; “All My Chil- 
dren” actor and war veteran J.R. Martinez; 
Paralympian Bradley Johnson and cancer 
survivor Ana Gospodinoff, accompanied by 
her caregiver and husband, Victor. 

One by one, the heroes shared their sto- 


ries with the audience and sent a message of 
love and unity. 

In their only visit to South Florida and 
fresh from a family vacation at Disney World 
in Orlando, the 13 present miners thanked 
the audience and the world for their support 
and love, while they were trapped 2,300 feet 
underground last year in a collapsed mine. 

Florencio Avalos, 31, was the first min- 
er to be rescued after 69 days of waiting in 
the mine. 

“I thought of my sons and wife,” 
Avalos said of his moments trapped 
underneath. 

“I feel different; to be a normal 
miner and now to travel everywhere,” 
he said. 

Avalos said the symbol of the 33 
is that we all need peace, unity and to 
understand each other. 

Daniel Herrera, 28, was the 16th 
miner to get out. 

When coming out of the mine he 
said he felt happiness and anxiety at 
the same time. He said he was happy 
to be out but restless for leaving the 
others behind. 

“At all times I thought the worst 
could happen,” Herrera said. 

Speaking of his experience, he 
said, “I am the same, maybe a little 
more lucky. God gave me the oppor- 
tunity to do something good.” 

The good he is talking about is 
that their story will raise awareness to the 
tough life miners lead everywhere. 

“I hope that this will never happen to 
anyone else,” he said. 

The other miners honored at the Semi- 
nole Casino Coconut Creek were Mario 
Sepulveda, Dario Segovia, Pablo Rojas, 
Jose Ojeda, Carlos Bugueno, Renan Avalos, 


Adina Loochkartt 

Panama City School Board shooting Mike Jones and Gin- 
ger Littleton were honored for their courage. 
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Janice Osceola 

From left, Big Cypress senior men’s archery participants Ingram Billie Jr., Tommie Billie, Rudy Osceola, 
Joe B. Osceola, Allen Jumper and Joe Junior Billie are all reveling in the moment at the Jan. 26 Big 
Cypress Senior Culture Day festivities with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right. 

Big Cypress Seniors 
Come Together For Culture Day 




Janice Osceola 

Big Cypress Tribal Elder Louise Billie places sec- 
ond in the women’s archery competition. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Culture employee 
Judy Jim cooks catfish for lunch under the 
Family Investment Center’s chickee. 


BIG CYPRESS SENIORS 

2. Tommie Billie 

2. Louise Billie 

CULTURE DAY - RESULTS 

3. Rudy Osceola 

3. Louise Osceola; 
Men 

Bingo 

Pan Toss 

1 . Joe B. Osceola 

1. Juanita Billie 

Women 

2. Rudy Osceola 

2. Violet Jim 

1. Minnie Tigertail 

3. Ingram Billie 

3. Minnie Tigertail, 4. Louise 

2. Louise Billie 


Billie 

3. Lucille Jumper; 

Knife Throw 


Men 

Women 

Hatchet Throw 

1 . Joe B. Osceola 

1 . Janice Osceola 

Women 

2. Joe Junior Billie 

2. Louise Osceola 

1. Louise Billie 

3. Tommie W. Billie 

3. Louise Billie; 

2. Ruby Osceola 


Men 

3. Louise Osceola; 

Archery 

1 . Joe B. Osceola 

Men 

Women 

2. Rudy Osceola 

1 . Joe B. Osceola 

1 . Janice Osceola 

3. Tommie W. Billie 


Brighton Reservation Launches 
Boys & Girls Club Chapter 


BY RACHEL B UXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — The Brighton youth got 
a sample of what’s in store as they kicked 
off the Brighton chapter of the Boys & Girls 
Club Feb. 1 with an exciting game of Fear 
Factor held at the Charter School. 

“It’s a soft roll out, we’re coming out 
here two times a week until we can fill the 
fulltime positions and then be out here every 
day,” said Thomas Doud, the unit manager 
of the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club. 

Twelve Brighton youth showed up for 
the newly established chapter geared up 
for anything and everything. 

Before the fun began, the students had 
a homework hour where staff assisted the 
students in completing their homework for 
the day. 

“We strive to help the youth be suc- 
cessful in their academics, as well as their 
social skills,” Doud said. 

The Seminole Fire Rescue joined in 
the afternoon activities by grilling ham- 
burgers and hotdogs for everyone to enjoy. 

With full stomachs, the students head- 
ed outdoors for a messy game of Fear Fac- 
tor, ready to explore healthy risks and chal- 
lenge their fears. 

Kids tossed eggs, searched for pacifi- 
ers in slop without using their hands and 
attempted a new challenge, the slingshot 
slope, where they had to catch slop-soaked 
sponges in a flowerpot attached to a helmet 
worn on their heads. 

“We just try to put something different 
out there, different from the actual or regu- 


lar kickball games or dodgeball that we do,” 
Doud said. “And really what it’s all about is 
having fun in a safe environment.” 

Tribal Council insisted that Brighton get 
its own Boys & Girls Club since chapters 
already exist on the Hollywood and Big Cy- 
press Reservations. 

In weeks to come, the Brighton Boys & 
Girls Club hopes to have all positions filled 
and to turn the Charter School cafeteria into 
a meeting place for the club every day after 


school. 

“Having a Boys & Girls Club brings the 
community together,” Doud said. “I think the 
youth here in Brighton can expect just to have 
a good time.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Shyla Gopher spits the pacifier out after finding it in 
the slop. 



Rachel Buxton 

Valerie Marone from Family Services helps LaShae King 
with her homework during the Boys & Girls Club home- 
work hour. 



Rachel Buxton 

LaShae King attempts to catch the slop- 
soaked sponge in her helmet. 


Youth Enjoy New Music Room at Juanita Osceola Center 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — The new music room 
at the Juanita Osceola Center opened 
on Feb. 7 with the Music Beat Jam 
Session. An eager crowd of youngsters 
hurried to complete their homework 
and tutoring sessions to participate in 
the fun-filled activities from 3 to 6 p.m. 

Local musician and teacher 
George Colyer, accompanied by musi- 
cian Gabriel “Gabe the Babe” Mejia, 
welcomed the group of budding art- 
ists and encouraged them to try out 
the variety of instruments at their dis- 
posal. Within a few minutes, the room 
was filled with a medley of notes and 
cheerful voices. 

Circulating around the room, the 
item that drew the most attention was 
a didgeridoo. 

Marissa Osceola, who plays clari- 
net and acoustic guitar, had recently 
acquired the wind instrument carved 
from the agave plant by Australian ab- 
origines. She offered to let everyone 


attempt to blow into the horn and de- 
velop their own style of harmony. 

During the previous year, the Cen- 
ter sponsored a series of music work- 
shops and jam sessions, which have de- 
veloped a keen interest in the younger 
generation of the Naples Community. 

Many of the school students are 
currently participating in band and 
chorus. The very young are just begin- 
ning to have exposure to musical ap- 
preciation and look forward to having 
an opportunity to try out various in- 
struments and sing as a group. 

Music camp with Casper and the 
602 Band proved to be an overwhelm- 
ing success, and with the conclusion 
of the project, there were numerous 
requests for a continuing program and 
a place for the children to take music 
lessons. 

In order to accommodate the in- 
crease of participants, the Center has 
established a larger music room with 
drums, keyboards, guitars and percus- 
sion instruments. 



Judy Weeks 

Logan Walden and Dominic Osceola-Lugo attempt to 
duplicate the music being played on the keyboards 
by Marissa Osceola. 




Judy Weeks 

Marissa Osceola helps Joseph Osceola-Lugo to 
get familiar with the didgeridoo. 


Judy Weeks 

From left, Marissa Osceola listens as George Colyer picks out a melody on his guitar to ac- 
company Gabriel ‘Gabe the Babe’ Mejia on the didgeridoo in the Juanita Osceola Center’s 
new music room. 


Community Members Explore 
Traditional Seminole Culture at Hollywood Workshop 



Aimee Hoyt 


Cassandra Osceola works on completing a hat at the sewing 
station at the Cultural Workshop in the Seminole Recreation 
Gym Jan. 27-28. The two-day event offered beading, carving, 
and basket weaving stations for all ages to learn and practice 
traditional Seminole culture. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Morgan DeVito, left, and Victoria Lacey string beads to make long four- 
strand necklaces. 


Brighton S.W.A.M.P. Parties at Fourth 
Annual Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance 

The Brighton Recreation Depart- 
ment and the Family Services De- 
partment teamed up to sponsor the 
S.W.A.M.R’s (Seminoles Without Ad- 
dictions Make Progress!) Fourth Annual 
Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 10 at the Brighton Gymnasium. 

The dinner featured a delicious buffet 
table and chocolate fountains while the 
dance provided great music, limbo, and 
hula hoop competitions! 

The Valentine’s Dance Royalty was: 

Queen of Hearts - Crysten Smith, King 
of Hearts -Richard Harris, Princess of 
Hearts -Chloe Chalfant, and Prince of 
Hearts - Andrew Fish. 

The S.W.A.M.P. is an Alcohol/Drug 
Prevention program for Brighton Youth 
& Teens between the ages of 7 to 18 

years and the Valentine’s Day Dinner VALENTINE DANCE OFF WINNER!: 
Dance is one way that Drug-Free Fun Al- BRIDGET KOONTZ 

tematives are encouraged! 


PRINCE & PRINCESS OF HEARTS! - ANDREW FISH AND CHLOE CHALFANT 




KING & QUEEN OF HEARTS! - RICHARD HARRIS 
AND CRYSTEN SMITH 




VALENTINE CANDY TESTERS!: SUNNI BEARDEN, ODESSA 
KING, AND CHLOE CHALFANT 
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VALENTINE’S DAY BRINGS JOY AND LOVE 


Love Is Strong after 20 Years for Reese and Angie Bert 


BY R ACHEL B U XTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Twenty years together and Reese and 
Angie Bert still look at each other and giggle. 

It was more than 23 years ago that Angie’s late father, 
Andrew Fish, pastor for the First Indian Baptist Church in 
Brighton at the time, first introduced the two. 

“I remember that day,” Reese said smiling. 

Reese became involved with the church while home 
from college. During his breaks from Haskell Indian Nations 
University in Lawrence, Kan., 

Reese and Angie dated. 

On Feb. 23, 1991, Reese and 
Angie were married by Angie’s 
uncle, J.B. Fish, in the church 
where their romance sparked. 

Their wedding day not only 
brought the couple together, but 
it also helped reunite Reese with 
his biological father. The two 
claim that their marriage brought 
the entire family together and 
gave Reese the opportunity to 
know another side of his fam- 
ily, a value that Reese and Angie 
hold close. 

“Family means everything,” 

Angie said. “You always have to 
put your family first.” 

When speaking about their 
relationship, Reese and Angie 
always include family. 

With six children of their 
own, the couple took in Angie’s 
sister’s six children. With two of the children out of the 
house, Reese and Angie have knocked their count down to 
10 kids in the house. They are blessed to have Angie’s mom, 
Emma, living with them to help with the younger children. 

“Can you imagine what our food bill is?” Reese jokes. 
“Donations are accepted.” 

Even with everyone having different schedules and with 
the hustle and bustle of day-to-day life, the Bert family still 
sits down to dinner as a family. They have not only one din- 
ing room table, but three. 

“It’s how we were taught,” Angie said. 


Reese continued, “We all come together at the table and 
when Grandma says eat, we eat. If you don’t sit at the table, 
you’re liable to get left out. Those kids can eat.” 

Both agree that marriage has been a life lesson for them. 
They admit to having their fallouts just like any couple. They 
said when things aren’t working they talk through the issues, 
and if either is in the wrong they apologize. 

“I was told once that apologies are like tissues,” Reese 
said. “You use them and then get another.” 

Angie said that marriage has truly helped her grow up 
and learn a lot of patience. 

Both said that marriage 
is about making sacrifices and 
learning to compromise. 

Over the past years their 
view on marriage hasn’t really 
changed. They said that going 
into it they didn’t look at it as 
absolute bliss and living on 
clouds. 

“I looked at it as a partner- 
ship,” Reese said. 

The two advise young cou- 
ples to be prepared for the re- 
sponsibilities of raising a family. 
They advise not to start a family 
until they are absolutely com- 
mitted to putting their children 
first. 

While Reese and Angie 
don’t get much alone time hav- 
ing 10 kids in the house, they 
started a tradition last year that 
they hope to carry on. They trav- 
eled to Las Vegas without the 

children. 

“It was nice, just the two of us and we were able to relax 
and be by ourselves,” Angie said. 

Reese said jokingly, “After two days of Angie crying 
from missing the kids we had a great time.” 

When asked what their favorite memory has been to- 
gether, neither one hesitated. “Vegas,” they said. 

Reese and Angie stick to their belief that family is ev- 
erything and that is truly what has made their relationship so 
strong and able to last through all of the trials and tribula- 
tions. 



REESE AND ANGIE BERT 


Jimmie Hank and Marie Osceola 
Are a Shining Example of Valentine Spirit 


BY CHRI S C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — For half a century, Jim- 
mie Hank and Marie Osceola have celebrated 
their lives together as one of the Tribe’s longest 
standing married couples. 

Both have remained steadfast in their com- 
mitment to one another for half a century with 
their 5 1 anniversary fast approaching in June. 

“Everyday is special because after over 50 
years we still love each other and do things to- 
gether,” Jimmie Hank said. 

“Over 50 years later I still see 
that pretty girl, nothing much 
has changed.” 

Both are a living testa- 
ment to the true spirit of the 
annual celebration of love 
known as Valentine’s Day, al- 
though Jimmie Hank said the 
day has never really held great 
meaning for the two. 

“We never really thought 
too much about Valentine’s 
Day. It has never been any- 
thing big to us, we may go out 
and eat each year, but I never 
got into the flowers and can- 
dies and all that stuff,” he said. 

He said the couple did 
enjoy the Seniors’ Valentine’s 
Day party held at the Holly- 
wood Senior Center on Valen- 
tine’s Day. 

Their courtship and jour- 
ney began through mutual friends and family in- 
troducing the two, with Jimmie Hank officially 
showing his interest at Marie’s sweet 16 birthday 
party. In spite of a seven-year age difference, a 
year later they were wed. 

“I was just having fun at the time, going out 
to the movies and other stuff. I had never been out 
before,” Marie explained at their 50th anniversary 


party last year. “The first time I had even been to a 
restaurant before was with him [husband Jimmie 
Hank].” 

“We have enjoyed a good life and time to- 
gether, and even through the hard times we have 
stuck together,” Jimmie Hank said. 

Marie said her admiration for Jimmie Hank as 
her one and only love still endures. 

“I never knew we would last as long as we 
have,” Marie said. “I am very happy and [the mar- 
riage] gets better every year. He is my best friend. 

“He is the right man for me. He has been pa- 
tient and loving, and we have 
a lot in common so that has 
helped also. But most of all 
God has been involved, too,” 
she continued. 

The history of Valentine’s 
Day (Feb. 14) is a day known 
to celebrate and symbolize 
love and affection. The day is 
named after Christian martyrs 
Valentine of Rome and Valen- 
tine of Terni and was estab- 
lished by Pope Gelasius I in 
500 A.D. 

In the Middle Ages the 
day was associated with ro- 
mantic love in the circle of 
Geoffrey Chaucer. Modem 
symbols of the day mainly 
consist of hearts, doves, and 
the figure of the winged Cu- 
pid. 

Cupid is known historical- 
ly as the Roman God of Love 
and has always played a role in the celebration of 
romance. As the son of Venus (Goddess of love) 
and Mars (God of war), he is known as a mischie- 
vous, winged child with arrows that are piercing 
to the hearts of his victims, causing them to fall 
in love. The name is derived from the Latin word 
cupido, which means “desire.” 




Naji Tobias 


The Big Cypress Preschool’s 2-year-old class shows some Valentine’s Day love at the 
Big Cypress Preschool’s Valentine’s Day gift exchange party on Feb. 14. 


Big Cypress Preschoolers Exchange 
Gifts for Valentine's Day 



Naji Tobias 

The 3-year-olds share a Valentine’s Day moment after their gift exchange session 
concludes. 


Couple Betty and Keeno King Share Valuable Love Nuggets 


BY NAJI T OBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - It’s all about communi- 
cation, love, peace and happiness. 

Those attributes can apply to the marriage 
of Big Cypress Tribal senior Betty King and her 
husband, Keeno King. 

Just minutes before the couple left their 
home in Big Cypress to share some quality time 
on the night of Valentine’s Day, they candidly 
talked about tips on how to maintain a healthy 
and lasting relationship. 

They have been married for 28 years and 
said that open communication and honesty are 
two important keys to keeping a long-term re- 
lationship intact. 

“You have to give in a little sometimes,” 
Betty said. “It’s also a good idea to not take 
things seriously all the time. You want to keep 
that spark in your relationship.” 

Keeno, a native of Oklahoma, said that 
having faith in a higher authority is perhaps the 
most important thing for a couple. He said it 
keeps a relationship grounded and allows for a 
chance to overcome down moments. 

“Sometimes you’ll have differences in a 
marriage, but it will all work itself out in the 
end,” Keeno said. “The main thing is to have 
faith in God. In our marriage, we live by the 
principle. We want to be an example to others. 
We want people to know that they can get mar- 
ried and enjoy it for the rest of their lives.” 

The Kings met at New Testament Church 
in the 1970s when Keeno, then a resident of 
Oklahoma, came to Big Cypress with a gospel 
singing group, hailing from Cold Springs Bap- 
tist Church in Konawa, Okla. 

The fateful meeting between the Kings 
came as a result of the Oklahoma-based gospel 



BETTY AND KEENO KING 


group serving on a missionary trip to Florida. 
They said it’s important to cherish relation- 


ships that have a “special” bond in it - particu- 
larly in a marriage. 

“You have to take your marriage vows seri- 
ously,” Betty said. “When you walk down that 
aisle, you tell your significant other that you’ll 
be there for better or worse, through sickness 
and health and until death does you part. That’s 
what it’s all about.” 

A prime example of keeping such a sacred 
vow is that fact that Betty is willing to drive 
her husband, Keeno, around anywhere and any- 
time he wants to, after Keeno suffered a stroke 
recently. 

Betty said it’s important to back up what 
was spoken at the marriage altar, thus making 
for a lasting marriage experience. 

“We have to make a commitment to each 
other,” Betty. “It’s the way God wants us to be.” 

When asked about the significant of family 
values, Betty said there’s one thing that should 
be placed above all else. 

“Family is important, but it can’t be above 
God,” Betty said. 

Keeno is steadily recovering from his 
stroke. 

“You’re going to have problems; every- 
body does,” he said. “Having faith in God will 
allow you to overcome all things in life. I’ve 
been sick, but I’ve had three people that come 
to visit me and lift me up everyday. When I see 
God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 
Spirit, I know that everything will be all right 
because they cover me and take care of me.” 

Betty offered some parting thoughts: “You 
really love someone when you accept and em- 
brace that person’s quirks and idiosyncrasies,” 
she said. “I have some and he has some, but we 
love each other for that. We try to apply love 
in our marriage everyday. Our lives have been 
blessed because of it.” 


Hard Rock Seminole Paradise 
Hosts Wedding/Vow Renewal Ceremony 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Several couples stand in anticipation of a mas- 
sive wedding/vow renewal ceremony as part 
of Valentine’s Day festivities at the Hard Rock 
Seminole Paradise Live on Feb. 13. The event 
was presided by members of the clergy and 
special guest performer and Elvis Presley trib- 
ute artist Chris MacDonald. 



Immokalee Seniors Celebrate 
Valentine's Day with Bingo and Lunch 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Immokalee Seniors Agnes Cypress, Joseph Billie, Linda Frank, 
Elaine Aguilar, Elizabeth Tiger and Sylvia Marrero play several rounds of 
Bingo before sharing a Valentine’s Day lunch on Feb. 9. 
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VALENTINE’S DAY BRINGS JOY AND LOVE 


Big Cypress Seniors Celebrate and Dance Away 
at Valentine's Day Luncheon Party 



Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal seniors Mary Tigertail and Tommy Watts Billie are 
all smiles as they share in their excitement after winning door prizes. 


Big Cypress Senior Center Director Cecilia Guz- 
man, left, congratulates Tribal Elder Ruby Osceo- 
la on winning a door prize. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Theresa Jumper and Big 
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger share a 
moment on the dance floor as they party away. 


From left, Big Cypress Tribal citizens Brian Billie, his senior mother 
Patsy Billie, and fellow senior Mary Robbins play Bingo with the help 
of Big Cypress Senior Center assistant Maria Galvan at the Feb. 9 Big 
Cypress Seniors Valentine’s Day Dance and Luncheon Party. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Steven Bowers kisses wife Elizabeth to cel- 
ebrate Valentine’s Day and their second-year anniversary. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

President Richard Bowers Jr. gives Tribal senior Maggie 
Osceola a fruit gift basket. 


Hollywood Seniors Welcome 
Valentine's Day with Dinner, Dancing and Bingo 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr., middle, shares Valen- 
tine’s Day wishes with Tribal seniors Cornelia Osceola, left, and Judy-Bill 
Osceola at the annual Hollywood Seniors Valentine’s Day party at the Hol- 
lywood Senior Center Feb. 14. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Dora Tiger enjoys the carnation she was of- 
fered for Valentine’s Day. 



Big Cypress Council Hosts Sweetheart Golf Tournament 


Naji Tobias 

Participants at the Feb. 12 Seminole Sweetheart Golf Tournament share a special moment at the Clewiston Golf Course. 



Naji Tobias 

Allen Huff, of Brighton, hits a tee 
shot on the Clewiston Golf Course’s 
No. 17 hole. 



Naji Tobias 

Michelle Osceola, of Holly- 
wood, hits a par shot at the 
18th hole. 



Naji Tobias 

Cornelia Osceola, of Holly- 
wood, hits her second shot on 
the third hole. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger makes par on the tournament’s 
18th hole. 


Tampa Seniors Enjoy Valentine's Day 
at the New Hard Rock Cafe 



Ryan Watson 

Tampa Seniors visited the new Hard Rock Cafe at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Tampa for the Valentine’s Day Lunch on Feb. 14. 


Sweetheart Ball Entertains Tribal Youth 



Aimee Hoyt 

Photo left, from left, Grade Martinez, 7, Justin Rodriguez, 10 months old, Cassandra Jones, top center, and 
Talia Rodriguez, 9, spend quality time at the Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day Sweetheart Ball sponsored by the Youth 
Center. After the youngsters expended some energy in the bounce house and on the slide in the Seminole 
Recreation Gym, they were treated to an Italian dinner. Photo right, near the end of the Sweetheart Ball, Tribal 
youth eagerly jump for balloons in the balloon drop before quickly popping them. 



Big Cypress Library 
Throws Bingo Party 

Photo left, from left, Big Cypress Tribal 
youngsters Willie Smith, 7, Issiah Alvarado, 
10, Chelsey Alvarado, 13, Blaze Cypress, 3, 
Leauna Billie, 13, and Adam MacElroy, 4, are 
all in jubilation as they receive an assortment 
of Valentine’s Day gifts, at the Big Cypress 
Library’s Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day Party. Photo 
below left, tutor Amy Diaz decorates cupcakes 
with Thomlynn Billie, 10. Photo below right, 
Tribal youngster Blaze Cypress, 3, and his 
Tribal mother Talisha Leach share a bonding 
moment. - Naji Tobias 












12A • The Seminole Tribune • February 25, 2011 


r 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


MUSEUM 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 

ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 

p ' t j 

Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 

i 

We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 

■- 

willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 



The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 

If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 





Become a Fan on 

facebook. 


GEOCACHING.COM 



Smithsonian 
Affiliate Membership 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Teacher of the Year 
Represents School and District 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — At only 29, third grade teacher 
Sarah Williams is helping to put Brighton’s Pemay- 
etv Emahakv Charter School on the map. 

Williams was announced teacher of the year for 
Pemayetv Emahakv, and teacher of the year for the 
Glades County school district. She already took the 
next step to participate in the running for state teach- 
er of the year. 

“It was just a great honor,” Williams said. “One, 
you know you’re making an impact when you’re in 
the classroom, then to know that you’re accepted 
among your peers too as a professional. That was a 
great honor.” 

Williams, a lifetime resident of Glades County, 
said she fell into teaching. 

“Growing up I did not want to be a teacher; it 
was the furthest thing from my mind,” she said. “It 
was absolutely not what I wanted to do.” 

Coming from a long line of educators, Williams 
attended night classes at Nova Southeastern Univer- 
sity to earn her degree in elementary education. 

Williams started teaching before she was 20. 


When she entered the classroom she realized she was 
meant to be a teacher. 

“Once I got into the classroom and got my feet 
wet, I really became alive,” Williams said. “Now I 
realize it is a part of me and I’m thankful every day 
that I didn’t necessarily make the choice to become a 
teacher, but it was just something I fell into because 
it ended up being the greatest gift.” 

Prior to coming to Pemayetv Emahakv, Wil- 
liams taught at Moore Haven Elementary. She said 
that while teaching at Moore Haven she began to get 
burned out due to class size and budget concerns. 

She began teaching fourth grade at Pemayetv 
Emahakv and after two years switched to teaching 
third grade, where she is now in her second year as 
a third grade teacher. She said coming to work at the 
Charter School is like going to work in Heaven ev- 
ery day where the community and school are one big 
family that she has been accepted into. 

“Pemayetv gave me a fresh chance and a fresh 
start and a new look at education and the way I feel 
about children,” Williams said. “It brought me back 
to the basics of why I’m here and why I’m teaching. 
I want every single day to be the best day ever in my 
kids’ lives.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Sarah Williams surrounded by her third grade students, says she wants her students to know they are amazing and have a lot to 
offer the world. 


Ahfachkee Students Participate in Glass Blowing Presentation 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee School’s third and fourth graders gathers around a chickee hut on Feb. 1 for a glass blowing presentation by glass 
artist Ken Curtiss. During the 30-minute session, Curtiss created a host of animal fixtures out of a glass bubble, including an Elvis fish 
and a pig. Ahfachkee students had the opportunity to see more than 500 glass blowing fixtures. Students from third through fourth 
grade, fifth through eighth and ninth through 12th were treated to the scientific outdoor presentation. 


+ See more photos 
on page4B 


Shelley Brantley Is Honored 
with PECS Non-lnstructional 
Employee of the Year 

BY R ACHEL BUXT ON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Shelley Brantley was recently awarded the title 
Non-lnstructional Employee of the Year for Pemayetv Emahakv for 
the 2010-2011 school year. 

Brantley has been with the Charter School since its beginning 
in 2007, as the media tech, in charge of all media- and audiovisual- 
related issues and tasks. 

“I love my job,” Brantley said. “It is something different all the 
time, and I never have to sit 



down, always on the go.” 

Brantley’s responsibili- 
ties also include student data 
entry that is required and sent 
to the state. 

Brantley said her career 
in media “just kind of hap- 
pened” after graduating from 
Okeechobee High School. 

A lifetime resident 
of Okeechobee, Brantley 
worked for the Okeechobee 
School District from 1985- 
2000 as a secretary for voca- 
tional and adult education. 

After leaving the 
Okeechobee School District 
she went to work at what was 
formerly known as Eckerd 
Youth in Okeechobee, which 
was part of the Washington County School District. 

She left Eckerd Youth to begin at Pemayetv Emahakv in 2007 in 
order to get into the more technical aspect of her career. 

Working at a school completely Mac-based, Pemayetv Emahakv 
was a learning curve for Brantley however. 

“I had to learn from the ground up,” said Brantley. “A lot of 
hands-on and attending workshops.” 

Brantley said she is honored to have been selected by her peers 
to receive the title Non-lnstructional Employee of the Year and said 
she absolutely loves everything about Pemayetv Emahakv. 


SHELLEY BRANTLEY 


Elgin Jumper Teaches Youth the Beauty of Art at Painting Class at Diane Yzaguirre Memorial Library 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Nine-year-old Raymond James Mora mixes paint colors on his pallet before 
applying them to his canvas. 


Judy Weeks 


IMMOKALEE — The Diane Yza- 
guirre Memorial Library was filled with 
creative activity as 1 6 Immokalee youth 
participated in an art class on Feb. 9 fol- 
lowing an early release from school. 

Tribal member, artist and poet, El- 
gin Jumper conducted the class, spon- 
sored by the library, which supplied all 
of the materials. 

Jumper explained that since the be- 
ginning of time people have used various 
forms of art to express their feelings and 
observations, as well as creating a record 
of events. 

“Art is a personal concept that re- 
quires your own interpretation,” Jumper 
said. “Sharing in the art of others can be 
an enriching experience, and I encourage 
all of you to visit museums, art galleries 
and shows whenever possible.” 

Jumper said for a while he was 
walking the wrong path and felt com- 
pelled to make changes in his life. 

“I have been drawing and writing 
since I was very young, but I didn’t begin 
to paint seriously until six years ago,” he 
said. “Since then I have enjoyed paint- 
ing workshops and exercises, as well as 
the privilege of learning from Jimmie 
Osceola and Guy LeBree.” 

Each of the budding young artists took their place 
in front of easels with a canvas that had been prepared 
with a primer coat of paint for the workshop. 

He described the appropriate use for the array of 
brush styles, introduced the color wheel and gave in- 
struction in washing and loading the brushes. Jumper 
also taught about blending and mixing of colors and the 
use of pressure and brush angle for desired effects. 

Holding up an Everglades sunset painting for an 


example, Jumper used a step-by-step approach in assist- 
ing the group in duplicating the landscape. Within two 
hours time, 1 6 versions of the original sunset took form. 

“You have all done a great job,” Jumper said. “Now 
you must continue to paint because improvement will 
come with practice and you will build your own tech- 
nique. 

“Working with you has been a pleasure because I 
enjoy sharing what I have learned,” he said. “Painting 
is an emotional release for me and my reward is being 
creative with other artists.” 



Left photo, from left, 
Rosa Torres of the Diane 
Yzaguirre Memorial Li- 
brary staff admires the 
paintings created by Al- 
ycia Mora, Destinee Jim- 
mie and Amber Alvarado. 
Center photo, artist Elgin 
Jumper explains the use 
of a color wheel in mix- 
ing and blending colors. 
Photo below, the Im- 
mokalee youth created 
their interpretation of 
an Everglades sunset 
on canvas at a painting 
workshop on Feb. 9 fol- 
lowing an early release 
from school. 

Judy Weeks 
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Naji Tobias 

During the Jan. 26 awards ceremony, the Ahfachkee School recognized several students from seventh to 12th grade for their aca- 
demic accomplishments as they made the President’s Honor Roll with at least a 3.5 grade point average for the second quarter of the 
2010-2011 school year. 


Naji Tobias 

Several students from third through sixth grade earned specially made Ahfachkee Warriors sweaters as a commemo- 
rative reward for achieving President’s Honor Roll status for the first semester of the 2010-2011 academic year. 



Ahfachkee School Recognizes Students 
at End-of-Second-Nine-Weeks Awards Ceremony 


Ahfachkee School’s End-of- 
Second-Nine- Weeks Awards 
Recipients 

Note: Students in each award 
category are listed in alpha- 
betical order 

FIRST SEMESTER 
HONORS 

3.5 GPA or higher: 

1 . Jonah Alvarado 

2. Nicholus Andrews 

3. Athena Bert 

4. Dayne Billie 

5. Ezekiel Billie 

6. Gray Sun Billie 

7. Leauna Billie 

8. Sabre’ Billie 

9. Sontino Billie 

10. Leviticus Buster 

1 1 . Alisa Brooks 

12. Elise Brown 

13. Elijiah Cook 

14. Destiny Cypress 

15. Harmony Cypress 

16. Jaylee Cypress 

17. Channon Frye 

18. Nashoba Gonzalez 

19. Ko’Oshee Henry 

20. Dayra Koenes 

21. Alyssa Osceola 

22. Brandi Osceola 

23. Charlie Osceola 

24. Daylon Osceola 

25. Kaitlin Osceola 

26. Evanne Pratt 

27. Ryanne Pratt 

28. Grace Robbins 

29. Sarah Robbins 

30. Andrea Ryland 


3 1 . Amaya Solano 

32. Tequesta Tiger 

33. AnnaBelle WhiteShield 

34. Jalee Wilcox 

Citizenship: 

1. Nicholus Andrews 

2. Ethan Balentine 

3. Tyrus Billie 

4. Alisa Brooks 

5. Elise Brown 

6. Destiny Cypress 

7. Nashoba Gonzalez 

8. K’ahna Jumper 

9. Dare ’Rick Mclnturff 

10. Kaitlin Osceola 

1 1 . Leo Osceola-Onco 

12. Evanne Pratt 

13. Taylor Pratt 

14. Sarah Robbins 

15. Kassim Stockton 

16. Micah Stockton 

17. Tequesta Tiger 

18. Anthony Wells 

SECOND QUARTER 
HONORS 

Chairman’s Award (4.0 GPAk 

1 . Athena Bert 

2. Leviticus Buster 

President’s Award (3.5-3.99 

GPA): 

1 . Chelsey Alvarado 

2. Jonah Alvarado 

3. Nicholus Andrews 

4. Terri Baker 

5. Dillon Ball 

6. Carlee Billie 

7. GraySun Billie 

8. Leauna Billie 


9. Sabre’ Billie 

10. Sontino Billie 

11. Jalycia Billie-Valdez 

12. Elise Brown 

13. Elijiah Cook 

14. Dasani Cypress 

15. Destiny Cypress 

16. Harmony Cypress 

17. Charli Frye 

18. Nashoba Gonzalez 

19. Ko’Oshee Henry 

20. Craig Huckabee 

21. K’ahna Jumper 

22. Kylen Jumper 

23. Dayra Koenes 

24. Alyssa Osceola 

25. Brandi Osceola 

26. Cale Osceola 

27. Charlie Osceola 

28. Daylon Osceola 

29. Kaitlin Osceola 

30. Evanne Pratt 

3 1 . Ryanne Pratt 

32. Liberty Robbins 

33. Amaya Solano 

34. Tequesta Tiger 

35. Chyler Villarreal 

36. AnnaBelle WhiteShield 

Councilman’s Award (3.0-3.49 

GPA): 

1 . RickyJoe Alumbaugh 

2. Ethan Balentine 

3. Roderick Bert 

4. Elisah Billie 

5. Eyanna Billie 

6. Richard Billie 

7. Stevie Billie 

8. Talia Billie 

9. Thomlynn Billie 

10. Hermione Calderon 

11. Troy Cantu 


12. Ryan Cypress 

13. Taylor Fulton 

14. Geneva Garcia 

15. Leilani Gopher 

16. Les Gopher 

17. Janessa Jones 

18. Reggie Ling 

19. Rosalinda “Mika” Lopez 

20. Janet Mata 

21. Tia Osborne 

22. Daleen Osceola 

23. Sarah Osceola 

24. Leo Osceola-Onco 

25. Gregorio Reynosa 

26. Edie Robbins 

27. John Robbins 

28. Thoya Robins 

29. Willie Smith 

30. Alena Stockton 

3 1 . Savannah Tiger 

32. Danni Jae Tommie 

33. Chynna Villarreal 

34. Reagan Whitecloud 

Perfect Attendance: 

1 . Ethan Balentine 

2. Dillon Ball 

3. Troy Cantu 

4. Evanne Pratt 

Noteworthy Attendance: 

1 . Roderick Bert 

2. Elisah Billie 

3. Caitlin Cypress 

4. Bradley Osceola 

5. Kaitlin Osceola 

6. Taylor Pratt 

7. Amaya Solano 

8. Xzavier Solano 





Left photo, Troy Cantu, 
bottom left, Evanne Pratt, 
bottom center, and Ethan 
Balentine, bottom right, 
were awarded special 
backpacks after notch- 
ing perfect attendance 
for the second nine-week 
grading period, as Ah- 
fachkee Dean of Students 
Grant Richardson, top 
left, and Principal Walter 
Swan, top right, stand 
with them. 

Photo below, Ahfach- 
kee’s students from third 
through sixth grade were 
honored by Principal 
Swan, top left, and Dean 
Richardson, top right, for 
making the second quar- 
ter’s President’s Honor 
Roll during the ceremony. 

Naji Tobias 
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Left photo, courtesy of Mary Jene 
Koenes, left, and the Ahfachkee 
School’s Culture Department, a 
group of fifth grade students were 
awarded Culture Awards for their 
work in the culture class for the 
second quarter of the 2010-2011 
academic year. Ahfachkee Prin- 
cipal Walter Swan, second from 
left, revels in the moment with the 
fifth graders. 

Right photo, students from sev- 
enth to 12th grade at the Ahfach- 
kee School earned Citizenship 
Award honors for the second 
nine-week grading period at 
the awards ceremony in the Ah- 
fachkee School’s cafeteria, with 
Mr. Antonio Wright, top left, and 
Principal Walter Swan, top right, 
standing by their academic feat. 

Naji Tobias 




Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee School senior Janet Mata, center, works on her one-year economic 
budget plan with help of her social studies teacher Antonio Wright, left, and Cayu- 
ga Community College intern Ashley Shaw during Mata’s sixth-period economics 
class on Jan. 12. Shaw, along with seven other Cayuga Community College interns, 
visited the Ahfachkee School Jan. 10-14 to gain culture exchange experience from 
the Tribal students. The week-long stay keyed in on the Cayuga interns assisting 
the Ahfachkee students with their work in the classroom and in a variety of after- 
school activities. 


Cayuga Community College Interns 
Visit Ahfachkee School for Second Consecutive Year 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School kindergarten teacher Vicki Rudolph, left, and Cayuga Community College in- 
tern Jade Hotchkiss, center, assist Ahfachkee Tribal kindergarten student Uliana Robbins with 
some math work as she counts up dots on dominoes in order to make addition computations. 
Hotchkiss, an early childhood education major at Cayuga Community College, said the cultural 
exchange experience was an eye-opener for both the Cayuga intern group and the Ahfachkee 
School students. Dr. Pat Gridley, early childhood coordinator at Cayuga CC, said it was necessary 
to offer her students an opportunity to experience another culture. “From all of the Tribal leaders 
to the preschool students, they have shown a lot of hospitality to us when we came here to visit,” 
Dr. Gridley said. “It’s been quite an emotional experience working with everyone.” 



Naji Tobias 

During Klayton Sanders’s sixth-period economics class, the Ah- 
fachkee School junior writes an essay on the importance of using 
a yearly budget. In the Jan. 12 class, Cayuga Community College 
(Auburn, N.Y.) Service Learning Coordinator Ashley Shaw, left, 
discusses with Sanders the merits of having such a plan. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Students Excel in Second 


First Grade Effort 

Jahcole Arnold 
Elle Thomas 
Diego Meras 
Kobe Jimmie 
Aujua Williams 
Jaime Smith 
Mason Beaver 
Tehya Howard 
Jayton Baker 
Kyra Toneges 
LaShae King 

First Grade Citizenship 

Karlyne Urbina 
Ryanna Osceola 
Alice Osceola 



Rachel Buxton 


Kayven Emley, LaShae King and Ta-fv Harris receive certificates for receiving all As. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School Awards Recipients - 
Second nine weeks 

Kindergarten Effort 

Dylan Johns 
lann Jimmie 
Ysla Meras 
Caitlyn Olivarez 
Dwayne Billie 
David King 
Derrick Smith 
Pearcetin Trammell 
Mariana Mora-Lara 
Shylynn Testerman 
Gabe Williams 
Giselle Micco 


Second Semester (3. 0-3. 4 GPA! 

Jahcole Arnold 
Kobe Jimmie 
Corey Jumper 
Alice Osceola 
Pherian Baker 
Kalyn Hammil 

Silver Award - First and Second 

Semester (3. 5-3. 9 GPA! 

Leilani Burton 
Diego Meras 
Elle Thomas 
Tayla Burns 
Lija Gore 
Tehya Howard 
Tammy Martinez 
Joss Youngblood 
Jayton Baker 
Jason Webber 
Madison Fish 

Gold Award - First and Second 

Semester (Straight A’s! 

Kayven Emley 
Alanis Baker 
Ta-fv Harris 
LaShae King 
Kyra Toneges 

Second Grade Effort 

Mariah Billie 
Davin Carrillo 
Ruby Osceola 
Melinda Gentry 
Alyssa Gonzalez 
Todd Pierce 
Aleah Turtle 
Destiny Elliott 
Ramone Baker 
Hunter Howard 
John Beck 
Caylie Huff 


Kindergarten Citizenship 

Lillian Garcia 
Jace Brown 
Jrayko Billie 
Lupe Mora-Lara 
Melina Steve 
Giselle Micco 
Mariana Mora-Lara 
Leviticus Roberts 
Victor Parrilla 
Gabe Williams 
Tanier Gore 

Kindergarten Improvement 

Dakota Fish 
Valentine Martinez 
Austin Thomas 
Terald Gamer 
Makya King 
Deagen Osceola 
Giselle Micco 
SIrMarcus Osceola 
Creek Osceola 
Jason Haydon 


Leilani Burton 
Joss Youngblood 
Kalyn Hammil 
Tayla Bums 
Kayven Emley 
Caleb Burton 
Alanis Baker 
Jason Webber 
Ta-fv Harris 
Madison Fish 
Tadan Santiago 

First Grade Improvement 

Corey Jumper 
Valek Martinez 
Jaytron Baker 
Kiowa Garcia 
Pherian Baker 
Tammy Martinez 
Lija Gore 
Mariah Garner 
Dathen Garcia 

Bronze Award - First and 


Second Grade Citizenship 

Melinda Gentry 
Todd Pierce 
Billy Bailey 
Ruby Osceola 
Ramone Baker 
Caylie Huff 
John Beck 
Hunter Howard 
Laila Bennett 
Destiny Elliott 
Aubee Billie 
Tanner Shore 
Haylie Huff 
Morgan Yates 

Second Grade Improvement 

Laila Bennett 
Hunter Howard 
Dalence Carrillo 
Norman Osceola 
Jaylen Baker 
Hyatt Pearce 
Jessie Webber 
Heith Lawrence 



South Florida's Largest Si Most Co 
Western Store & Showroom 


Dnvle: 954-597-9000 a Coconut Crook: 954-427 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
oil felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


Nine Weeks 

Bronze Award - First and Second 

Semester (3. 0-3 .4 GPA! 

Todd Pierce 
Melinda Gentry 
Jagger Gaucin 
Davin Carrillo 
Billy Bailey 
Ramone Baker 
Hyatt Pearce 

Silver Award - First and Second 

Semester (3. 5-3. 9 GPA) 

Ruby Osceola 
John Beck 
Destiny Elliott 
Caylie Huff 
Aubee Billie 
Daven Buck 
Heith Lawrence 
Tanner Shore 
Jessie Webber 



Rachel Buxton 

First graders receive awards for their effort, citizenship and improvement. 


Third Grade Effort 

Anthony Gentry 
Dante Thomas 
Aubrey Pearce 
Justina Martinez 
Kaleb Doctor 
Sheldon Garcia 
Eecho Billie 
Nyah Davidson 
Jenna Brown 
Brienna Brockman 
Silas Madrigal 
Kamani Smith 
Myron Billie 
John Gore 
Sage Motlow 
Luzana Venzor 

Third Grade 

Citizenship 
Waylynn Bennett 
Donovan Harris 
Jacee Jumper 
Kai Osceola 
Caillou Smith 
Mallorie Thomas 
Jarrett Bert 
Lance Howard 
Tucker Johns 
Araya Young- 
blood 

Jathan Tommie 
Burgundy Pierce 
Tavis Jumper 
Robert Harris 
Drake Lawrence 
Madisyn Osceola 
Alex Valdes 


Bly Davidson 
Morgan King 
Chandler Pearce 
Cyrus Smedley 
Layne Thomas 
Brooke Thornton 
Logan Ortiz 
Jalynn Jones 
Rudy Juarez 
Dyami Nelson 
Jospeh Osceola 
Camryn Thomas 

Fifth Grade Bronze Award (3. 0-3. 4 


Middle School Citizenship 

Crysten Smith 
Sydnee Cypress 
Zachary Hudson 
Michael Garcia 

Middle School Bronze Award (3.0- 

3.4 GPA! 

Raylon Eagle 
Odessa King 
Shae Pierce 
Ruben Burgess 
Crysten Smith 
Kaylen Buster 
Chastity Harmon 
Key ana Nelson 


GPA) 

Brian Bishop 
Bly Davidson 



Rachel Buxton 


Pemayetv Emahakv students were recognized for their academic achievements Jan. 24 during an 
Third Grade awards ceremony held in the school’s breezeway. Students received awards for effort, citizenship, 
Bronze Award improvement, achievement in their Creek classes and grade point average. 


13.0-3.4 GPA! 



Third Grade Gold Award (4.0 

GPA! 

Aubrey Pearce 
Dante Thomas 
Jenna Brown 
Silas Madrigal 
Shyla Gopher 


Fourth Grade Effort 

Aleina Micco 
Krysta Burton 
Billy Yates 

Vivianna Gore-Martinez 
Deven Tedders 
Aidan Tommie 


Fourth Grade Citizenship 

Kano Puente 
Aleina Micco 
Billy Yates 
Krysta Burton 
Danyelle Boromei 
Raeley Matthews 
Aidan Tommie 


Rachel Buxton 

Students receive certificates for their hard work during the second nine weeks. 


Fourth Grade Bronze Award (3.0- 

3.4 GPA! 

Conner Thomas 
Aidan Tommie 
Billy Yates 
Danyelle Boromei 


Fifth Grade Gold Award (Straight 

A’s! 

Chandler Pearce 
Aiyana Tommie 
Rudy Juarez 


Fourth Grade Silver Award 13.5-3.9 

GPA! 


Middle School Effort 

Samuel Osceola 
Dylan Sheffield 
Tatiana Herrera 
Deliah Carrillo 


Melany Williams 
Tatiana Herrera 
Layton Thomas 


Middle School Gold Award 

(Straight A’s! 

Andrew Dobbs 
Dylan Sheffield 
Trevor Thomas 
Kailin Brown 
Zachary Hudson 


Morgan King 
Isaac Osceola 
Brady Rhodes 
Ivess Baker 
Sunni Bearden 
Pernell Bert 
Jalynn Jones 
Krystal Toneges 

Fifth Grade Silver Award (3. 5-3. 9 

GPA! 

Chloe Chalfant 
Layne Thomas 
Dyami Nelson 
Joseph Osceola 
Camryn Thomas 


Lahna Sedatol 
Jaron Johns 
Michael Garcia 
Diamond Shore 
Zeke Matthews 
Darlah Cypress 
Braceton King 

Middle School Silver Award (3.5- 

3.9 GPA! 

Erik Garcia 
Sean Osceola 
Jaden Puente 
Boyd Brown 
Elijah Finney 
Rumor Juarez 


Kaleb Doctor 
Jacee Jumper 
Justina Martinez 
Mallorie Thomas 
Araya Youngblood 
Burgundy Pierce 
Tucker Johns 
Lance Howard 
Myron Billie 
Malcolm Jones 
Ozzy Osceola 

Third Grade Silver Award (3. 5-3. 9 

GPA! 

Eecho Billie 
Kamani Smith 
Brienna Brockman 
Nyah Davidson 
Katie Beck 
Edward Gaucin 


Aleina Micco 
Kano Puente 
Deven Tedders 

Fourth Grade Gold Award 

(Straight A’s -4.0 GPA! 

Raeley Matthews 

Fifth Grade Effort 

Brian Bishop 
Chloe Chalfant 
Bly Davidson 
Cheyenne Fish 
Marquis Fudge 
Morgan King 
Chandler Pearce 
Layne Thomas 
Brooke Thornton 
Aiyana Tommie 
Sunni Bearden 
Richard Harris 
Jalynn Jones 
Rudy Juarez 



Rachel Buxton 


^ Fifth grade gold award recipients, Rudy Juarez, Aiyana Tommie and Chandler Pearce. 

Fifth Grade Citizenship 
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Warrior Lunch Bunch Series Continues 
for High School Students 

The series of college and career presentations take place 
every third Thursday of the month 


BY GINA WA LTERS 
Guidance Counselor 

Purpose: 

To provide an enlightened series of college and 
career presentations to high school students during 
both their lunch and study skills periods. The college 
representatives will set up on the stage in the cafeteria 
at 1 1:42 a.m., during the upper grades lunch hour, and 
remain there until 3:15 p.m. when the study skills pe- 
riod is over. They will also be encouraged to stay after 
school to meet with students who request further in- 
formation. They will have available multimedia presen- 
tations, brochures, posters, etc. for the students. They 
will talk to the students individually when they ap- 
proach the table. We will also invite military recruiters. 

An additional part of the Warrior Lunch Bunch 
Series will be to invite guest speakers to come in to 
talk about specific careers. They will have handouts 
and will be available to answer questions. They may 
also have a PowerPoint presentation available. We will 
particularly like to invite Tribal members to partici- 
pate in these presentations. In the interest of planning 
time, we would like to begin these presentations at the 
beginning of the New Year. This gives us time to start 
sending out invitations and getting firm commitments 
from colleges and guest speakers. 

College Representative: 

We would like to ask Florida State University to 
come to the school on a regular basis. The Education 
Department said that the Tribe has a contract with 
them and they utilize our Seminole name and logo. We 
would like to see if the Principal could ask for funds 
from the Tribe to get regular speakers to come into the 


Warrior lunch bunch series 

Every third Thursday of the month 
(started Jan. 20) 

Grades: 7-12 
Time: 11:42 -12:32 

(Modified school schedule, which includes regular 
lunch time plus study hall time) 

Where: Cafeteria 

Guest speakers will be College Representatives and 
Tribal Members who will talking about their 
careers. 

Tribal Member Presenters are Lee Zepeda (Chief 
Human Resource Executive of The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida) and R.C. North (graduate of Full Sail Univer- 
sity 

film program and a Special Events 
Coordinator) 

Don’t forget to wear your college T-shirt/sweatshirt 
that day 


Ahfachkee School, as well as current and former stu- 
dents of Florida State University. 

Vocational Technical Centers: 

We would like to kick off the Warrior Lunch 
Bunch series with an invite to the Broward Technical 
Centers, commencing with the McFatter Technical 
Center. These technical centers offer automotive ser- 
vice technology, culinary arts and game design, which 
are of particular interest to our students based on their 
Choices Program interest inventories. 

Guest Speakers from the Tribe: 

The Principal will extend a request to the Coun- 
cil to bring in speakers from the Tribe to talk about 
their careers. We know that students will eventually be 
seeking career opportunities from the Tribe and they 
would like to receive firsthand knowledge about the 
duties and responsibilities of employees working in all 
of the various agencies under the purview of the Tribe. 

Outside Guest Speakers: 

We would like to invite speakers to come in to talk 
about unique careers that students may be interested 
in. These speakers would come from outside of the 
Tribe. 

Community Service Hours: 

We would like to engage the various agencies on 
Big Cypress to allow students to perform community 
service hours at their agencies. In particular, we would 
like to target the Recreation Center, Fitness Center and 
the museum. We would also like students to earn com- 
munity service hours by helping out at the Boys & Girls 
Club. 


Warrior lunch bunch series 

Cayuga Community College 
Auburn, NY (started Jan. 13) 

Grades: 7-12 
Time: 2:44 -3:1 5 
During study hall 
Where: Cafeteria 

Presentation by 

Dr. Patricia Gridley, Mrs. Teresa Hoercher, 
And college students. 

PowerPoint about available programs at the col- 
lege— Majors 
and student life. 

There will be a Q&A session with college stu- 
dents. 

Don’t forget to wear your college T-shirt/sweat- 
shirt that day 
www.cayuge-cc.edu 


♦ More photos from Ahfachkee's Glass Blowing Presentation 



Naji Tobias 

Glass artist Ken Curtiss explains to the Ahfachkee School’s third and fourth grade students the glass blowing process used to 
create the glass tree with a hibernating bear. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Thomlynn Billie, holds a glass dinosaur, Les Gopher has a glass scorpion, Issiah Alvarado a glass dog and Chaska 
Osceola admires a glass tree with a hibernating bear. 


Legal Notice 


Important information about the 
$3.4 billion Indian Trust Settlement 

For current or former IIM account holders, 

Owners of land held in trust or restricted status, or their heirs 


There is a proposed Settlement in Cobell v. Salazar, a class action lawsuit about 
individual Indian land held in trust by the federal government. This notice is just 
a summary. For details, call the toll-free number or visit the website listed below. 

The lawsuit claims that the federal government violated its duties by (a) mismanaging 
trust funds/assets, (b) improperly accounting for those funds, and (c) mismanaging 
trust land/assets. The trust funds include money collected from farming and grazing 
leases, timber sales, mining, and oil and gas production from land owned by American 
Indians/Alaska Natives. 

If you are included in the Settlement, your rights will be affected. To object to the 
Settlement, to comment on it, or to exclude yourself, you should get a detailed notice 
at www.IndianTrust.com or by calling 1-800-961-6109. 

Can I get money? 

There are two groups or “Classes” in the Settlement eligible for payment. Each Class 
includes individual IIM account holders or owners of land held in trust or restricted 
status who were alive on September 30, 2009. 

Historical Accounting Class Members 

• Had an open individual Indian Money account (“IIM”) anytime between October 25, 
1994 and September 30, 2009, and 

• The account had at least one cash transaction. 

• Includes estates of account holders who died as of September 30, 2009, if the IIM 
account was still open on that date. 

Trust Administration Class Members 

• Had an IIM account recorded in currently available data in federal government 
systems any time from approximately 1985 to September 30, 2009, or 

• Owned trust land or land in restricted status as of September 30, 2009. 

• Includes estates of landowners who died as of September 30, 2009 where the trust 
interests were in probate as of that date. This means you have asked a court to 
transfer ownership of the deceased landowner’s property. 

An individual may be included in one or both Classes. 


What does the Settlement provide? 

• A $1.5 billion fund to pay those included in the Classes. 

• A $1 .9 billion fund to buy small interests in trust or restricted land owned by many 
people. 

• Up to $60 million to fund scholarships to improve access to higher education for 
Indian youth. 

• A government commitment to reform the Indian trust management and accounting 
system. 

How much can I get? 

• Historical Accounting Class Members will each get $1,000. 

• Trust Administration Class Members will get at least $500. 

• If you own a small parcel of land with many other people, the federal government 
may ask you to sell it. You will be offered fair market value. If you sell your land 
it will be returned to tribal control. 

If you believe you are a member of either Class and are not receiving IIM account 
statements, you will need to call the toll-free number or visit the website to register. 

What are my other rights? 

• If you wish to keep your right to sue the federal government about the claims in 
this Settlement, you must exclude yourself by April 20, 2011. 

• If you stay in the Settlement you can object to or comment on it by April 20, 2011. 
The detailed notice explains how to exclude yourself or object/comment. 

The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia will hold a hearing on June 20, 
2011, to consider whether to approve the Settlement. It will also consider a request 
for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in the amount of $99.9 million. However, 
Class Counsel has fee agreements that would pay them 14.75% of the funds created 
for the Classes, which could result in an award of $223 million. The Court may 
award more or less than these amounts based on controlling law. If approved, these 
payments and related costs will come out of the Settlement funds available for 
payment to Class Members. 

If you wish, you or your own lawyer may ask to appear and speak at the hearing at 
your own cost. For more information, call or go to the website shown below or write 
to Indian Trust Settlement, P.O. Box 9577, Dublin, OH 43017-4877. 


For more Information: 1-800-961-6109 www.lndianTrust.com 
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Health 



Naji Tobias 


As Allied Health’s Lance Vaz, center, measures how much a bowl of Toasted Oats cereal amounts to, Big Cypress Tribal citizen Katherine Billie, 
left, asks fellow Allied Health Educator Jillian Guralski, second from left, about the significance of portion size watching. Big Cypress Tribal 
citizens Wanda Billie, second from right, and Tara Robbins, right, find out that a bowl of cereal is the equivalent to about three cups. 


Seminole Pathways Program 
Goes Into Home Stretch with Weight Loss Challenge 


BY NAJ I TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - As the second iteration of the Tribe’s 
Seminole Pathways inches toward its conclusion, Tribal citi- 
zens have been afforded the opportunity to participate in a 
weight loss challenge. 

The eight- week program, which began on Jan. 26, features 
weekly lessons geared toward showing Tribal participants a va- 
riety of ways to live a healthy lifestyle. 

In a Feb. 9 class held by Allied Health educators Jillian 
Guralski and Lance Vaz, Tribal citizens learned about the im- 
portance of keeping food serving sizes to a minimum in efforts 
to control their weight. 

The PowerPoint presentation showed the Tribal partici- 
pants that eating large food servings can mean a possibility of 
weight gain and obesity. 

According to Vaz, one way to help control portion size is 
by measuring how much food a person is going to eat for any 
given meal. For example, a large scoop of ice cream in a large 
bowl can yield up to six servings of the snack - the equivalent 
to about three cups of ice cream. 

As for cereal consumption, a large bowl filled with Fruit 
Loops cereal equates to a total of three cups. 

And two tablespoons of salad dressing measures at about 
two capfuls, an example that was shown during the 30-minute 


PowerPoint Presentation. 

“A good rule of thumb here would be to use a shaker to 
spread the dressing out on your salad plate,” Guralski said to 
the Tribal participants. “It gets the dressing all around your 
plate without putting too much on.” 

Guralski and Vaz advised that a small plateful of anything 
that contains fats, oils or sweets is sufficient enough to keep a 
person’s weight under control. 

Also, to help the Tribal citizens at the class lose weight, the 
health educators provided tips on how to downsize their eating 
at restaurants, which include the following: ordering the small- 
est size, ordering appetizer sizes, skipping the bread basket and 
sharing an entree with another person. 

These examples, among many others, were used to give the 
Tribal participants an opportunity to lose 10 pounds throughout 
the eight- week challenge. 

“We feel optimistic that our participants are committed to 
the program,” Vaz said. “We’re very happy about the level of 
motivation they’re showing here. It’s a realistic goal for them 
to reach.” 

The classes have been held at the Big Cypress Wellness 
Trailer each Wednesday from 1-1:45 p.m., with the sessions to 
last until March 16. 

For more information on the Weight Loss Challenge, call 
the Big Cypress Wellness Center at 863-983-5798. 



From left, Big Cy- 
press Tribal citizens 
Tara Robbins, Wanda 
Billie, Natasha Billie 
(holding her 1 -year- 
old son, Joshua 
Billie), Almira Billie 
and Katherine Billie 
hold up diagrams 
teaching them how 
to control their food 
portions at home. 
The Tribal members 
all participated in 
the Feb. 9 weight 
loss challenge class 
at the Big Cypress 
Wellness Trailer. 

Naji Tobias 


Seminole Just 10 Program 
Targets Diet and Weight Loss 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal senior Bonnie Motlow, right, has her waist measured by Hollywood Health Department nutritionist 
Lucy Barrios, to track her progress in the Seminole Just 10 weight loss program, which was held Jan. 
28 at the Hollywood Health Center. More than a dozen participants were on hand for the eight-week plan 
targeting Tribal citizens as part of the Seminole Pathways initiative, with an emphasis on healthy eating 
and nutrition habits and the goal of losing one pound per week. For more information, call 954-962-2009. 




Photo above, Hollywood Health Department Nutri- 
tionist Lucy Barrios explains the benefits of a bal- 
anced meal to those in attendance for the Semi- 
nole Just 10 program. 

Left photo, Tribal senior Elsie Bowers, left, weighs 
in with the assistance of Lucy Barrios. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club's Youth Get Engaged in Junk Food Blues Clinic 



Naji Tobias 


Allied Heath Instructor Lance Vaz holds up a bag of large 
fries. According to Vaz, eating a serving of large fries ev- 
eryday for a month is the equivalent to consuming 17,500 
calories and five pounds of fat. 



Naji Tobias 


Allied Heath Instructor Amy Kimberlain, right, tells the 15 Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club members 
about the importance of cutting down on eating unhealthy foods, during the Jan. 31 Junk Food Blues 
Clinic, hosted and co-sponsored by the Big Cypress Wellness and Library Tribal departments. Junk 
food visuals were shown, such as fat, sugar, chocolate, Arizona Iced Tea and soda. Kimberlain told 
the youngsters that consequences of eating junk food include high blood pressure, heart disease, 
obesity, gout, kidney stones, diabetes and cancer, among many others. 

Boys & Girls Club’s Unit Manager Thommy Doud, not pictured, weighed in on how the health-con- 
scious function turned out. “I think it’s a wonderful opportunity for the youth to experience classes 
and programs in a variety of different venues,” Doud said. “The message is the same wherever you 
go around the reservation. Eating healthy is important and staying fit allows you to grow strong and 
reach your potential in life.” 



Naji Tobias 


Tribal youngster Carlee Billie, 9, left, looks on as Allied Health’s Amy Kimberlain holds 
up a soda bottle and a bag of sugar. According to Kimberlain, drinking a bottle of soda 
per day for an entire month is the equivalent of consuming five pounds of sugar per 
month. “A lot of times we don’t think about our drinks because we’re so focused on 
what we eat,” Kimberlain said. “But we need to watch for whatever we eat or drink 
on a daily basis.” 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Big Cypress preschoolers grab on to the handles of a colorful parachute Jan. 21 as part of the monthly Get Fit Day held on each reservation to instill healthy fitness 
and exercise habits. The day featured six play stations for 1- to 4-year-olds. 


Big Cypress Preschoolers Attend Latest Get Fit Day 




David Joe completes the hoop run. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Solomon Cypress finishes the tunnel crawl portion of the obstacle course. 


Practice Food Safety 
at Temporary Events 

BYNICHOLAS PERSAUD 
Environmental Health Program 

February is an active month in terms of temporary food vending 
events including Pow Wows, Big Cypress Shootout, and Brighton Field 
Day on the reservations. The Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Depart- 
ment performs inspections and food safety classes to prevent food-borne 
illness outbreaks. Planning ahead and properly setting up of your tempo- 
rary food booth can also reduce potential risk of food-borne illnesses. 

Cross-contamination - The classic example of cross-contamination 
is preparing raw chicken on a cutting board and then, without washing and 
sanitizing, using the same board and knife to prepare salads. Cross con- 
tamination can also occur when foods including condiments are exposed 
to open air or left uncovered. 

Mixing raw foods with cooked foods - A good example of this prac- 
tice would be adding raw eggs to already prepared eggs on a steam table. 
Also, do not add freshly made potato salad to a container of potato salad 
that is in use. Separate utensils for cooked versus raw food, keep them 
marked and train your employees. 

Inadequate cooking are foods not cooked to the proper internal food 
temperature. Ensure your cooks are checking cooking temperatures with a 
thermometer. It’s important! 

Improper thawing are foods that are not thawed using the following 
methods: 1. In a refrigerator/cooler. 2. Under running water. 3. As part ol 
the cooking process. Foods should never be thawed out in the open. 

Failing to cool foods properly - Hot foods must be cooled down as 
quickly as possible, i.e. by placing hot food in shallow pans or use an ice 
bath. 

Over prepping - Preparing more food than necessary. It creates a 
proper storage problem that can lead to contamination. It also does not 
allow foods to be consumed in a timely manner. 

Food storage - No food should be stored directly on the floor or in 
such a manner that the food can be contaminated. 

Improper Hot Holding and Reheating - Once cooked, hot foods 
must be kept at 140 degrees or above. (Cold foods must be kept at 40 de- 
grees or below.) Leftovers must be reheated rapidly to at least 1 65 degrees. 
Note: Stem tables and burners are not designed for reheating leftovers. 

Personnel - Proper hand washing is the single most important means 
to prevent the spread of infection. Hand sanitizers are not a substitute for 
hand washing. Have enough people assigned to separate food related tasks. 

Improper Cleaning - Food equipment including coolers and utensils 
must be washed, rinsed and sanitized prior to the event. Remember, sani- 
tizing is the removal of harmful microorganisms with a sanitizing agent 
(e.g. bleach). 

Food from unapproved sources - All foods must be obtained from 
permitted sources that comply with all applicable state/county or local 
food service laws. 

Please call the Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental Health Of- 
fice at 954-985-2330 should you need more information about this subject. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Fitness Department Specialist Gina Allardyce, center, playfully works on stretching techniques with the Big Cypress 
Preschool youth. 


Know the Dangers of MDMA - Ecstasy 


FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

MDMA (3 ,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine) 
is a synthetic, psychoactive drug that is chemically 
similar to the stimulant methamphetamine and the 
hallucinogen mescaline. MDMA produces feelings 
of increased energy, euphoria, emotional warmth and 
distortions in time, perception, and tactile experiences. 
MDMA is taken orally, usually as a capsule or tablet. It 
was initially popular among Caucasian adolescents and 
young adults in the nightclub scene or at weekend-long 
dance parties known as raves. More recently, the pro- 
file of the typical MDMA user has changed, with the 
drug now affecting a broader range of ethnic groups. 

MDMA can produce confusion, depression, sleep 
problems, drug craving and severe anxiety. These prob- 
lems can occur soon after taking the drug or, some- 
times, even days or weeks after taking MDMA. In ad- 
dition, chronic users of MDMA perform more poorly 
than nonusers on certain types of cognitive or memory 
tasks, although some of these effects may be due to the 
use of other drugs in combination with MDMA. Re- 
search in animals indicates that MDMA can be harmful 
to the brain. One study in nonhuman primates showed 
that exposure to MDMA for only four days caused 
damage to serotonin nerve terminals that was still evi- 
dent six to seven years later. Although similar neuro- 
toxicity has not been shown definitively in humans, the 
wealth of animal research indicating MDMA’s damag- 
ing properties strongly suggests that MDMA is not a 
safe drug for human consumption. 

For some people, MDMA can be addictive. A 
survey of young adult and adolescent MDMA users 


found that 43 percent of those who reported ecstasy 
use met the accepted diagnostic criteria for depen- 
dence, as evidenced by continued use despite knowl- 
edge of physical or psychological harm, withdrawal 
effects and tolerance (or diminished response). These 
results are consistent with those from similar studies in 
other countries that suggest a high rate of MDMA de- 
pendence among users. MDMA abstinence-associated 
withdrawal symptoms include fatigue, loss of appetite, 
depressed feelings and trouble concentrating. MDMA 
can also be dangerous to overall health and, on rare 
occasions, lethal. MDMA can have many of the same 
physical effects as other stimulants, such as cocaine 
and amphetamines. These include increases in heart 
rate and blood pressure — which present risks of par- 
ticular concern for people with circulatory problems 
or heart disease — and other symptoms such as muscle 
tension, involuntary teeth clenching, nausea, blurred 
vision, faintness and chills or sweating. 

In high doses, MDMA can interfere with the 
body’s ability to regulate temperature. On rare but un- 
predictable occasions, this can lead to a sharp increase 
in body temperature (hyperthermia), which can result 
in liver, kidney, cardiovascular system failure or death. 
MDMA can interfere with its own metabolism (break- 
down within the body); therefore, potentially harmful 
levels can be reached by repeated MDMA administra- 
tion within short periods of time. 

Should you wish to learn more about MDMA (Ec- 
stasy) abuse, please feel free to schedule a confidential 
meeting with a Family Services Counselor on your re- 
spective reservation. 

-Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse (2010) 
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Team Cantains are Heart of Tribe’s Rez Rail 






Cecilia Pequeno, Immokalee Lead Team Captain (second from left) is quick to give credit to Mary Lou Alvarado (from far left), 
Lorraine Posado and Michelle Ford. “My Co-Captains help a lot,” said Cecilia. 


■ Their Motivation for 
this Huge Job is More 
Than Health - It’s About 


Began with Small 
Numbers and a Big 
Idea 

Ten years ago, the 
Rez Rally started as a 
way to motivate tribal 
members to stay active 
during the holidays. 
The idea of relying 

Jo Motlow North, Hollywood Lead 
Team Captain 


on volunteer Team Captains came from the 
knowledge that community members know 
each other. They know what inspires people 
to join a walk. Moreover, each person knows 
what they need to achieve balanced health. Said 
Connie Whidden, Health Department Director, 
“The community knows the health issues, the 
obstacles and incentives to good health. The 
community knows the answers.” 

Jo Motlow North, Hollywood Lead Team 
Captain, walked in the first Rally held in Big 
Cypress. No 
one knew what 
to expect. It 
was a simple 
event, focused 
on walking. 

She remembers 
the tribe gave 
everyone a meal 
and a gift 
card for shoes. 

“We didn’t have 
trophies. We 
didn’t get big 
prizes. All we got 
was a pat on the 
back as we crossed the finish line,” said Jo. 

Over the next several years, the Rally rotated 
to the Hollywood, then Brighton 
Reservations, after the Big Cypress event. 

Other walks during the year were added as part 
of the Pathways Program, coordinated by Edna 
McDuffie. There are now about 14 year-round 
walks that tribal members participate in. But, as 
Jo Motlow North states, the Rez Rally continues 
to be knows as, “The Big One.” 

As the event grew, the job of the Team 


Good Things (Like 
the Rally) Take Time 

Preparation for “The 
Big One” starts months 
in advance. 

Team Captains start 
talking about the 
Rez Rally. They remind people that it is fast 
approaching. They distribute fliers, design T- 
shirts, go to senior meetings and tribal meetings, 
and start registering participants. 

Each Team Captain has to learn to articulate 
the benefits of participation. Carlene Dicarlo, 
a BC Team Captain, recruits people by saying, 
“It’s good for your health. It will help you fight 
heart disease and diabetes.” 

Togetherness and Health Top Reasons 

By the time 
the Rez Rally 
arrives, Team 
Captains have 
already clocked 
in many hours 
of hard work. 

As the event 
gets closer, they 
have to be even 
more focused, 
plus deal with 
pre-Rally stress. 
Why do they 
accept jobs as 
Team Captains, 

sometimes for several years? 

Almost unanimously, Team Captains 
said they enjoy their Rez Rally jobs because 
they know the event brings people from all 
reservations together. April Simmons, Tampa 
Team Captain, said that the Rally is a time 
that the entire tribe can come together, and get 
caught up on family members. “It’s like a big 
party for tribal members,” she said. 

Suraiya Smith, Brighton Lead Team Captain, 
said, “It’s an event when we get to see people 
who we don’t see often. It’s a socializing 
event.” 

Suraiya thought about her first run, how she 
signed up to help Brighton beat Hollywood and 
BC. She said that, over the years, her reasons 
for walking have changed. “Now, it’s more 
of a health thing.” When Suraiya first walked, 
she didn’t have children, but now she has two 
children and is pregnant with a third. She said 
her health is more important to her now. 

As a mother, April Simmons said that the 
Rally helps her lead her entire family on a 
healthy path. “It has helped me realize I need 
to be healthy for my children, to show them it’s 
good to eat healthily and exercise. I’m diabetic 
and don’t want my children to walk in my 
shoes.” 

The Rally offers a way for families to 
spend quality time together, said April. “Being 
committed to the walk and committed to my 
family is important.” She said she is being a 
positive role model to her children by showing 
them walking is a good thing. She will look 
back and think, “We did this together. We were 
committed to health as a family.” 

Some of the Team Captains said that the Rez 
Rally was a launching event for serious fitness. 
Cecilia Pequeno runs half marathons, including 
one in Alaska three years ago. Cathy Cypress, 
BC Lead Team Captain, credits the Rez Rally 
as being one of the reasons she started joining 
competitive runs. Now, the Rally is the only 5K 
she runs, choosing instead to run half-marathons. 

Learning to Talk and Motivate 

Team Captains said the Rally also provides 
opportunities for them to learn professional 
skills, a major one being sales skills. Cathy 
Cypress has learned to entice people to join 
the Rally by saying, “It will be fun! You’ll get 
to see people you haven’t seen and help your 
community.” 

Cecilia Pequeno ’s sales pitch is, “You will 
have a good time. You will meet new people, 
improve your health and avoid diabetes.” 

This may sound easy, but for many people, 
talking to people you don’t know, and trying 


Postponement Lets Immokalee Show Its True Colors 

Two nights before the Rez Rally 
scheduled for January 1 5 in 
Immokalee, about 15 people 
drove and walked the course — it 
was the community clean up 
drive. There were staff from the 
recreation, building, public works 
and social services department, 
along with volunteer community 
members. 

Adrenaline had been flowing 
for days. The reservation, which 
started with fewer than two 
acres and grew to 600, had never 
hosted a Rally. “We were like 
kids in a candy store,” said Ralph 
Sanchez, Recreation Staff. 

Immokalee Team 
Captain Cecilia Pequeno 
said everyone was thrilled to host 
the Rez Rally. She said they 
wanted to see how many people 
would show up. Then she honestly added that Rally staff were looking forward to Sunday, 
January 16, because the event would be over. 

But it was not to be. The morning before the event, Cecilia’s phone rang about 10:30. It was 
going to be rescheduled. She immediately began calling people, making fliers and posting them. 
She started looking on the positive side. “We will still have it. We just have longer to get ready.” 

Ralph shared her positive view. They would have more time to finish painting the water 
troughs with medicine colors. 

When Immokalee Team Captain Michelle Ford found out that morning, she immediately 
started thinking of all the people planning to put on and attend the event. “I thought about the 
catering people and people coming from different directions.” 

Like Ralph, she switched her thinking to positive. She realized that, by choosing another date, 
some people who couldn’t attend the January 15 Rez Rally might be able to attend a re-scheduled 
event. 

When the Rally was held three weeks later on February 5, the water troughs were all painted 
red, yellow, black, and white. The streets glistened from a sweeping the night before. And 
although participant numbers were a bit down, enthusiasm was up. Many Team Captains and 
participants felt the Rally had a different feeling, one with less competition. Many said, “That 
was fun!” 

The little reservation did it, and under unusual circumstances. Edna McDuffie complemented 
everyone. “Everyone knows why it was postponed. It was good for the tribe as a whole.” 

After the Rally there were smiles everywhere. Immokalee showed their true colors by being 
the perfect host under difficult circumstances. “Everyone had good attitudes,” said Cecilia. 


“The Immokalee motto is ‘We’re small, but proud,”’ said Cecilia 
Pequeno, taking a walk with Ralph Sanchez. 


Suraiya Smith, Brighton Lead Team Captain (lower left), 
with Co-Captains 


Captains became 
even more critical. 
“Team captains are the 
pulse of the event,” 
explained Connie 
Whidden. “They are 
recruitment, marketing, 
promotion, logistics 
and registration. 
Everything they do 
is built on doing the 
previous task well. It 
is because of the hard 
work and exceptional 
skills of Team Captains 
that the Rez Rally has 
grown to be such a 
showcase event.” 


Gathering, Helping, and 
Feeling Good 

By The Seminole Health Department 

Since its beginning in 2001, the Rez Rally 
has depended on Team Captains, community 
volunteers from Hollywood, Brighton, Big 
Cypress, Fort Pierce, Tampa and Trail, to make 
sure their community members attend the event. 
Back in 2001, that was an easier task. The Rez 
Rally was small, about 300 people. Last year, 
there were over 1,000 participants. This year, 

20 Team Captains had an exceptional challenge: 
The day before the Rez Rally was scheduled to 
take place, the event was postponed for three 
weeks. The Team Captains handled the change 
by reflecting on the origins of the walk, how it 
has evolved, and why they take on the challenge 
of being Team Captains. 


Big 

Cypress 

Co- 

Captains 
Carlene 
Dicarlo and 
Alice Billie 



to inspire them, is difficult. Cecilia said she 
learned to be more confident as a Team Captain. 
“I was not good at communicating with people I 
didn’t know. Being a Team Captain has helped 
me to communicate with new people, speak out, 
and share ideas.” 

She said she has learned to work with other 
tribal departments, ones with offices a distance 
away from her Rec Department office. To 
organize the event, she worked with staff from 
the utilities, recreation, and building and grounds 
departments. “Working on the Rez Rally helps 
us come together. To bring other departments 
together is good.” 


Rally’s Impact Goes On 

When the Rez Rally is over, most Team 
Captains are happy and relieved. But just 
like the Rally takes months of pre-planning, 
the benefits last well after the event, both for 
the Team Captains, and for other community 
members. 

Cecilia Pequeno stays active all year by 
training one hour a day, and doing 45 minutes 
of cardio. Suraiya Smith has become more 
physically active in the past two years. She 
exercises five days a week for an hour, and 
works out with a trainer at the Brighton gym. 
Carlene Dicarlo walks regularly, on her own and 
with the Pathways Program. 

Many Team Captains said that they notice 
more people walking on their own after the 
Rally. Jo Motlow North said she has noticed 
more youth walking. She thinks the Rally, along 
with other tribal health events, have improved 
the quality of life for tribal members. “It has 
raised our awareness of diabetes and how to 
fight it.” She is slow to take credit as a Team 
Captain for people’s successes, and said, “The 
initiative and credit goes out to the people.” 


Helping Others Help Themselves 

That’s another skill the Team Captains 
learn — to give credit to others. Even their 
greatest reason for taking on this huge job is 
more about others than themselves. Jo Motlow 
North said her Team Captain job is “a job in the 
background.” 

April Simmons said, “I help others help 
themselves.” 

Cathy Cypress agreed. “Being a Team 
Captain makes me feel like I am helping people 
see that walking is good for their health. I help 
them see that they can take a small step and then 
go bigger.” She mirrored other Teams Captains’ 
feelings when she said she knows she is helping 
people who are struggling with diabetes. Being 
a Team Captain, “makes me feel better as a 
person,” she said. 

And for all these reasons, on the Sunday 
after the Rez Rally, Team Captains give a huge 
sigh of relief, but know in another several 
months, they will be gearing up again for “The 
Big One.” When Jo Motlow North thought 
about it, she explained, “It’s a chore, but I like 
it.” Now we know why. 



Cathy Cypress, BC Lead Team Captain, started 
running 5Ks and now runs half marathons. The 
Rez Rally inspires many tribal members to run for 
fitness, fun, and competition, all year round. 
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REZ RALLY 


♦ REZ RALLY 

From page 1A 


As far as the highest percentage of Tribal participants is con- 
cerned, Team Immokalee/Naples represented its home well by cap- 
turing its first traveling Seminole basket trophy. 

The Rally host fielded 46.7 percent of its Tribal citizens par- 
ticipating in this year’s event. Big Cypress was represented by 13.9 
percent of its Tribal citizens. 

Team Brighton/Tampa came in third at 13 percent, while Team 
Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail brought up the rear at a 9 percent Tribal 
participant rate. 

“The true strength of the Seminole Tribe is in our unity,” Hol- 
lywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. said. 
“Let’s all think about being healthy and having a glide in our stride. 
Rock on!” 

Meanwhile, Team Brighton/Tampa finished with the most indi- 
vidual winners at 28, with Team Immokalee/Naples coming in sec- 
ond at 23 total winners. Team Big Cypress and Team Hollywood/ 
Fort Pierce/Trail - the 2013 Rez Rally host - tied for third with 19 


individual winners apiece. 

“Everybody is a winner,” Chairman Cypress said. “It doesn’t 
matter where you placed. The main thing is just crossing the finish 
line, so that’s how we have to look at it.” 

This year’s Rez Rally, with its 3.1 -mile racecourse, started and 
finished on Immokalee’s Seminole Crossing Trail. The Rez Rally 
competition was led by the runners, followed closely by the walkers, 
the strollers and the wheelchair participants. 

Following the Rez Rally races and words of encouragement 
from the Tribal dignitaries were performance sets from Tribal singer 
Natomah Robbins, the Seminole Fitness Cheer Dancers and the Big 
Cypress Martial Arts team. 

Team captains from all four reservations - Hollywood, Big Cy- 
press, Brighton and Immokalee - received special gifts in apprecia- 
tion of their efforts in getting the Tribal citizens, community mem- 
bers and employees to participate in this year’s Rez Rally. 

The Rez Rally results segment concluded all of the action. 

“It does my heart good to see the young and old getting in- 
volved,” Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar said. 
“It’s like a reunion with your fellow people from all the reservations. 
I hope everyone enjoyed themselves here in Immokalee.” 



Naji Tobias 


Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail wins the 11th annual Rez Rally’s top overall trophy for 
having the most registered participants in the Tribalwide competition. 



Naji Tobias 


Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail’s Donna and Keith Con- 
don work on some stretching exercises on their own just 
moments before the competition begins. 
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Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail run- 
ner Mario Silva of the Information Tech- 
nology Department is the first overall 
participant to cross the finish line. 

PAST REZ RALLY TEAM WINNERS - 
MOST OVERALL PARTICIPANTS 

2001 : Big Cypress Reservation 
2002: Brighton Reservation 
2003: Big Cypress Reservation 
2004: Brighton Reservation 
2005: Big Cypress Reservation 
2006: Hollywood Reservation 
2007: Brighton Reservation 
2008: Big Cypress Reservation 
2009: Hollywood Reservation 
201 0: Brighton Reservation 

NOTE: In the Rez Rally’s 1 1 -year his- 
tory, Big Cypress and Brighton have 
tied for the most team wins with four, 
while Hollywood has won three Rez 
Rally competitions. Immokalee has yet 
to win one. 

PAST REZ RALLY TRIBAL 
PARTICIPATION AWARD WINNERS - 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE 

2009: Brighton Reservation/Tampa 
Reservation 

2010: Brighton Reservation/Tampa 
Reservation 

NOTE: Since the 2009 inception of the 
Rez Rally’s Highest Tribal Percentage 
Award, Brighton/Tampa has won this 
special honor two out of three years, 
with Immokalee/Naples capturing the 
Traveling Seminole Basket trophy for 
the first time this year (201 1 ). 



11th ANNUAL REZ RALLY TEAM RESULTS 

Most Overall Participants 

1 . Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail 

2. Team Immokalee/Naples 
3. Team Big Cypress 
4. Team Brighton/Tampa 

Team With Highest Percentage of Tribal 
Citizens 

1 . Team Immokalee/Naples - 46.7 percent 

2. Team Big Cypress - 13.9 percent 
3. Team Brighton/Tampa - 13 percent 

4. Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail - 9 percent 

Reservation with Most Individual Winners 

1 . Brighton Reservation/Tampa Reservation - 28 
2. Immokalee Reservation/Naples - 23 
T-3. Big Cypress Reservation - 19 
T-3. Hollywood Reservation/Fort Pierce Reserva- 
tion/Trail - 19 

Most Tribal Clan Participants 

1 . Panther Clan - 31 6 



Photo above, Team Brighton/Tampa’s Emma 
Johns is in jubilation after she completes the 
Rez Rally walk. 

Right photo, Team Big Cypress couple Dale and 
George Grasshopper warm up at the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch a few minutes before the Rez 
Rally walk competition began on Feb. 5. 
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Big Cypress Tribal youngster Harmony Cypress, 8, gets on 
top of Big Cypress Martial Arts Instructor Luis Gutierrez 
as she spars with him in a performance sequence at the 
Rez Rally. 
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The Rez Rally stroller competition gets under way as the participants position themselves at the start line on 
Seminole Crossing Trail in Immokalee. 


Left photo, Immokalee’s 
Kyle Alvarado, 13, runs 
hard at the Rez Rally rep- 
resenting his hometown 
in the Tribal Youth and 
Descendants 13-17 Youth 
Runner category. Right 
photo, Immokalee’s Jack 
Aguilar, 9, and Rudy Mar- 
tinez, 7, race to the finish 
line. They competed in the 
Tribal Youth and Descen- 
dants 6-12 Youth Runner 
category of the Rez Rally. 
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Immokalee’s Kenny Joe Davis shares a moment with his wife, Jennifer Ramos, and their two 
children, Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 13, and K.J. Davis, 8, just minutes before the Feb. 5 Rez Rally 
races begin at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch. 

Immokalee’s Kenny Joe Davis Represents 
His Hometown at the Rez Rally 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 

Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE - About two months before the Immokalee Reservation hosted 
its first-ever Rez Rally, working out became a top priority for Kenny Joe Davis. 

A product of Immokalee, Davis, 40, participated in the Feb. 5 Rez Rally walk 
competition for the first time and is all about taking pride in his hometown. 

He said that all he has been thinking about up to that point - other than his family 
and job at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch - was how he could help Team Immokalee/ 
Naples come out on top for the first time in the Rez Rally’s 1 1 -year history. His primary 
goal for this year’s Rez Rally was simply to win. 

“I’ve been doing a lot of walking, running and lifting weights for this Rez Rally,” 
Davis said. “It’s all about each of us here in Immokalee supporting each other. We’re 
a team, so we have been walking a lot and cleaning up the area so everyone could be 
safe for the Rez Rally. It’s safety first in Immokalee.” 

With Davis working a regular daytime shift at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch, 
the best time for him to walk down Immokalee’s Seminole Crossing Trail was during 
lunchtime. Davis said he took the walk every day. 

“If I’m not in a meeting in Big Cypress or in Immokalee during lunch, I’m walk- 
ing it out on the trail,” Davis said. “I don’t want to get sick, so I just try to do it when 
it’s not raining. You don’t want to go too fast when you’re walking. You want to pace 
yourself because that’s the key to winning in the Rez Rally walk.” 

Rain or shine, however, Davis made it his mission to hit up the Immokalee Rec- 
reation’s gymnasium, where he regularly lifted weights and worked on cardiovascular 
exercises with the Immokalee Reservation’s fitness team, led by Joey Garcia. 

Davis ate healthy foods, such as assortments of fruits and vegetables. He said he 
has been doing his best to limit his daily carbohydrate, caloric and fat intake. 

“I just try to stay away from the Mexican restaurants,” Davis said with a laugh. 

After finishing his workday at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch, Davis made it a 
routine to work on pushups and sit-ups at his home in LaBelle. He also started walking 
and running for 3.5 miles on his home street. 

Jennifer Ramos, the wife of Davis, briefly spoke on her husband’s chances of win- 
ning this year’s Rez Rally walk. 

“He’s got a good opportunity to get it done,” Ramos said less than an hour before 
the Rez Rally began. “His legs are about to go to work on this course.” 

Davis was stretching his arms and legs for a few moments before conducting a 
practice walk down the Seminole Crossing Trail, 45 minutes before the big race began. 

Sporting a titanium necklace, an Immokalee Seminole Ranch hat, sunglasses and 
a bracelet made by Power Balance, he talked about the importance of using these items 
for the Rez Rally walk. 

“The necklace keeps me hydrated and the bracelet is supposed to give you power 
and keep you balanced,” Davis said. “The hat and sunglasses, I have those on so the 
sun doesn’t beat down on me. I trust the guys who made them, so I’ll wear it.” 

Davis said if he hadn’t ran on part of the Rez Rally walk due to his shin cramping 
up, he most likely would have won the race in his category. Davis competed in the 
Tribal Adult II 37- to 54-year-old male walker category and was disqualified from the 
race. According to Rez Rally rules, if a walker runs at any time on the racecourse, then 
that person is disqualified from the competition. 

Davis tried to explain what happened at the Rez Rally walk. 

“I started walking out pretty good in the front, but my shin started tightening up a 
half-mile down the race course,” he said. “I had to run a little bit, so I couldn’t win it 
anymore. It didn’t count, but I finished.” 

Davis said he will compete in a different category at the 12th annual Rez Rally, 
which will be held in Big Cypress. He has one goal in mind: to come out on top in the 
Rez Rally run category. 

“Next year at the Rez Rally, I’m gunning for Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers,” Davis 
said with a laugh. “He’s the man to beat in the Rez Rally, so I’m going to beat him at 
the run and win. Norman, I hope you enjoyed the run this year because next year, I’m 
taking over.” 


Photo above, Kenny Joe Davis, of Immokalee, stretches 
out his legs prior to the Feb. 5 Rez Rally walk race, held at 
the Immokalee Seminole Ranch. 

Right photo, Davis takes a practice walk down Immo- 
kalee’s Seminole Crossing Trail - the primary road course 
for this year’s Rez Rally. 
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The Seminole Tribal Council congratulates Team Immokalee/Naples for taking home a year’s 
worth of bragging rights after capturing the Rez Rally’s team award for highest percentage of 
Tribal participants. 
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Team Hollywood/Fort Pierce/Trail’s Shirley 
Clay places second in the Tribal seniors 55- to 
68-year-old run category of the Rez Rally. 
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Bernard Robbins and his daughter, Redfeather 
Robbins, of Team Big Cypress, compete in the 
Rez Rally’s stroller category. 




Photo above, Team Brighton/Tampa’s Connie Whidden 
comes out on top in the Tribal seniors 55- to 68-year-old 
walk category of the Rez Rally. 

Left photo, Team Immokalee/Naples Tribal senior walker 
Mary Sanchez gets an ovation after being the final finisher 
of the Feb. 5 Rez Rally. 
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11th ANNUAL REZ RALLY 
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS 

TRIBAL SENIOR CATEGORIES - WOMEN 

Tribal Senior Runners - 55-68 years old: 1 . 
Helene Buster - Brighton, 2. Shirley Clay - 
Hollywood, 3. Nancy Motlow - Immokalee; 
Tribal Senior Walkers - 55-68 years old: 1 . 
Connie Whidden - Brighton, 2. Louise Go- 
pher - Brighton, 3. Dora Tiger - Hollywood; 
Tribal Golden Senior Walkers - 69 years old 
and up: 1 . Edna McDuffie - Big Cypress, 2. 
Mabel Haught- Brighton, 3. Louise Billie - 
Big Cypress. 

TRIBAL SENIOR CATEGORIES - MEN 

Tribal Senior Runners - 55-68 years old: 

1 . Andrew Bowers - Brighton, 2. Daniel 
Gopher - Big Cypress; Tribal Senior Walkers 

- 55-68 years old: 1 . Mitchell Cypress - Big 
Cypress, 2. Jonah Cypress - Big Cypress, 3. 
Stephen Bowers - Hollywood; Tribal Golden 
Senior Walkers - 69 years old and up: 1 . 
Stanlo Johns - Brighton. 

TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES - WOMEN 

Tribal Adult I Runners - 18-36 years old: 1 . 
Chawndra Billie - Hollywood, 2. Lorraine 
Posada - Immokalee, 3. Lenora Roberts - 
Immokalee; Tribal Adult II Runners - 37-54 
years old: 1 . Cathy Cypress - Big Cypress, 

2. Jennifer Osceola - Hollywood, 3. Candy 
Cypress - Big Cypress; Tribal Adult I Walkers 
- 1 8-36 years old: 1 . Francine Osceola - 
Hollywood, 2. Jessica Osceola - Immokalee, 

3. Brittany Yescas - Hollywood; Tribal Adult II 
Walkers - 37-54 years old: 1 . Rhonda Nunez 

- Immokalee, 2. Kay Braswell - Brighton, 3. 
Virginia Billie - Immokalee. 



Naji Tobias 

The Seminole Fitness Cheer Dancers take center stage as one of the Rez Rally’s three performing acts at 
the Immokalee Seminole Ranch, with the dancers hailing from the Brighton, Immokalee and Hollywood 
Reservations. 


TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES - MEN 

Tribal Adult I Runners - 18-36 years old: 

1 . Elliot Alvarado - Immokalee, 2. Howard 
Jimmie - Brighton, 3. Elton Shore - Brigh- 
ton; Tribal Adult II Runners - 37-54 years 
old: 1 . Norman Bowers - Brighton, 2. Daniel 
Tommie - Big Cypress, 3. Sam Tommie - 
Big Cypress; Tribal Adult I Walkers - 18-36 
years old: 1 . Keith Condon - Hollywood, 2. 
Spencer Jock - Immokalee; Tribal Adult II 
Walkers - 37-54 years old: 1 . Todd Johns - 
Brighton, 2. Mondo Tiger - Big Cypress, 3. 
John Huff Jr. - Brighton. 

TRIBAL ADULT CATEGORIES - STROLLERS 
AND WHEELCHAIRS 

Tribal and Tribal Spouse Strollers - Female: 

1 , Rita McCabe - Brighton, 2. Desiree Jump- 
er - Big Cypress, 3. Jennifer Heaton - Hol- 
lywood; Tribal and Tribal Spouse Strollers - 
Male: 1 . Johnnie Lee Jimmie - Immokalee, 

2. Michael Alvarado - Immokalee, 3. Larry 
Howard - Brighton; Wheelchairs: 1 . Efrain 
Marrero - Immokalee/Motorized Wheelchair 
- No pusher, 2. Paul ‘Chunky’ Buster - Big 
Cypress/Edward DeLeon - pusher, 3. Rita 
Micco - Hollywood/Vincent Micco - pusher, 

4. Joann Osceola - Hollywood/Rogina 
Chancey - pusher, 5. Sandy Friday - Big 
Cypress/Crystal Harjo - pusher, 6. Agnes 
Bert - Brighton/Eric Puente - pusher. 


TRIBAL SPOUSE AND DESCENDANT 
CATEGORIES -WOMEN 

Tribal Spouse/Adult Descendant Runners 
-18-54 years old: 1 . Felicia Garza - Im- 
mokalee, 2. Marilyn Jumper - Big Cypress, 

3. Cindy Aguilar - Immokalee; Tribal Spouse/ 
Adult Descendant Walkers - 18-54 years 
old: 1 . Nancy Jimmie - Brighton, 2. Janae 
Braswell - Brighton, 3. Celesta Osceola 

- Big Cypress; Tribal Spouse/Adult Descen- 
dant Senior Walkers - 55 years old and up: 

1 . Elizabeth Bates Bowers - Hollywood, 2. 
Julia Johns - Brighton. 

TRIBAL SPOUSE AND DESCENDANT CAT- 
EGORIES - MEN 

Tribal Spouse/Adult Descendant Runners 
- 1 8-54 years old: 1 . Isael Villa - Immo- 
kalee, 2. Terrance Simmons - Tampa; Tribal 
Spouse/Adult Descendant Walkers - 18-54 
years old: 1 . Rob Landin - Big Cypress, 

2. Randall Byrd - Immokalee, 3. Mario 
Posada - Immokalee; Tribal Spouse/Adult 
Descendant Senior Runners - 55 years old 
and up: 1 . Terry Tichnor; Tribal Spouse/Adult 
Descendant Senior Walkers - 55 years old 
and up: 1 . Harley Roberts - Big Cypress, 2. 
Pedro Aguilar - Immokalee. 

TRIBAL YOUTH AND DESCENDANT CAT- 
EGORIES - GIRLS 

Tribal Youth and Descendant Runners - 6-1 2 
years old: 1 . Skyla Osceola - Hollywood, 2. 
Jillian Rodriguez - Immokalee, 3. Lauren 
Posada - Immokalee; Tribal Youth and 
Descendant Runners - 1 3-1 7 years old: 1 . 
Ariah Osceola - Hollywood, 2. Ashley Faz 

- Immokalee, 3. Kayla Nelson - Brighton; 
Tribal Youth and Descendant Walkers - 1 3- 
1 7 years old: 1 . Keyana Nelson - Brighton, 

2. Marissa Osceola - Immokalee, 3. Tristina 
Osceola - Hollywood. 

TRIBAL YOUTH AND DESCENDANT CAT- 
EGORIES - BOYS 

Tribal Youth and Descendant Runners - 6-1 2 
years old: 1 . Troy Cantu - Immokalee, 2. 
Dyami Nelson - Brighton, 3. Lance How- 
ard - Brighton; Tribal Youth and Descen- 
dant Runners - 1 3-1 7 years old: 1 . Hunter 
Osceola - Hollywood, 2. Timothy Bearden 

- Brighton, 3. Christopher Briscall - Immo- 
kalee; Tribal Youth and Descendant Walkers 
-13-17 years old: 1 . Randy Shore - Brigh- 
ton, 2. Justin Frank - Hollywood, 3. Ty Huff 

- Brighton. 

GENERAL WALKER AND RUNNER CATEGO- 
RIES 

General Runners - Female: 1 . Kristi Hill 

- Hollywood, 2. Bianca Huggins - Trail, 

3. Dominique Brown - Brighton; General 
Runners - Male: 1 . Mario Silva - Holly- 
wood, 2. Michael Herrera - Immokalee, 3. 
Tavares Smith - Brighton; General Walkers 

- Female: 1 . Angella Dixon - Immokalee, 2. 
Rachel Smith - Brighton, 3. Marisol Perez 

- Big Cypress; General Walkers - Male: 1 . 
Justin Roff — Big Cypress, 2. Darius Friday 

- Big Cypress, 3. Delwin McGowan - Big 
Cypress. 



PHARMACY TECHNICIAN! 

Learn the skills used by Pharmacy Technicians at: 

• Medical Hospitals • Pharmacies and Drug Stores 
• Mail Order Pharmacies* Physicians Group Pharmacies 

with training from Sanford-Brown Institute! 

We also offer: 

• Diagnostic Medical Sonography • Dental Assisting with Expanded Functions 

• Dental Hygiene • Medical Assistant • Surgical Technology 
• Veterinary Technology • Cardiovascular Sonography 
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Call now for a brochure 

866.363.6444 

sanfordbrown.edu/fort-lauderdale 

Sanford-Brown Institute I 1 201 West Cypress Creek Road I Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 

Sanford-Brown Institute does not guarantee employment or salary. Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Career education 106041-01/1 1 
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Announcements 


MESSAGE FROM YOUR POLICE CHIEF 


BEST WISHES 


Message From Your Police Chief Reconfirming Seminole Police De- 
partment’s Commitment 

From: Office of Your Police Chief, William R. Latchford 

The Seminole Police Department remains committed to our core mis- 
sion to work with our communities to reduce crime, reduce the fear of crime, 
and improve the quality of life in our reservations. Only together can we 
make all of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s reservations the safest communi- 
ties in the nation. 

I am confident that this department will remain on the path of excellence 
as we continue to build partnerships that build respect, trust, reduce crime, 
and create a safe environment to all the communities of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. As always, I appreciate the continued support of the Tribal Council 
and all the members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It is a privilege to lead 
your police department and it is only with our strong community partnership 
that we are able to perform our duties effectively. 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 


Tuesday, February 22, 2011, Walter Swan will be leaving 
Ahfachkee School and moving to Nashville, Tennessee where 
he has been asked to serve in the capacity of the Education 
Line Officer for the South and Eastern States region of the 
Bureau of Indian Education. In this position, Mr. Swan will 
become responsible for serving the needs of all the Indian stu- 
dents enrolled at any of the BIE schools along the east coast of 
the United States. We wish him well in this upcoming position. 




Harmony Cypress celebrated her 7th Birthday with Great Grandma in BC. 



Arissa Cypress, 8, Harmony Cypress, 7, cousins celebrated birth- 
days together. 

We love you girls so much, 

Love 

Your family 


POEMS 



100% Unconquered Seminole Woman 

100% unconquered Seminole woman from the Panther Clan, pure 
love & pure strength is seen through the eyes of this man. 

Waache everyday I am thankful & grateful for all that you do, but 
what’s more important to me is you continue to take care of you. 

Relax, enjoy yourself the best you can & stay stress free, no need to 
worry about us that are grown; this warrior stands srong, that’s how you 
& Big Sis raised me. 

Just as our ancestors you have withstood the tests of time, that un- 
conquered Pechekche we descend from runs through yours to mine. 

Waache you have every reason to hold your head high & show that 
pride. Not only are you the greatest Waache, you are one of the many 
respected elders in our Tribe. 

I have been blessed beginning 11-23-1971, that’s the day you gave 
birth to your youngest warrior son. 



To my late Best Friend, 


True, we didn’t have the white man’s wealth that’s enjoyed today, but 
Waache though it was a struggle, you always provided each & everyday. 

You would even take me to swap shop or the movies when you had 
just enough, shonaabisha Waache for bringing me smiles when times 

were rough. 

I’ll always remember those times because they were great. I refuse 
to forget where I come from, no matter how much white man’s wealth 

accumulates. 

True that wealth is good for you elders & our youth that go to school. 
Waache it feels great to give back to you, in front of my eyes are no wool. 


You may be gone but not forgotten cause you will always be 
my Best Friend 

Your spirit still lives on, in your kids and mine, that’ll never 
end 

We miss you everyday since you went away 
But I know you’re watching over us as the sky shines every- 
day 

The memories I have of you, I shall cherish forever 
The friendship we had, no one can ever replace. . .EVER! 


You are appreciated & I show this everyday, 

Blood’s thicker than water, I uphold that & live that way. 

Waache you & Amposhe are second to none, 

Big Sis too stands tall with you great women of the unconquered 

ones. 


Big Sis is one of the many blessings you given me throughout my 
lifetime. It’s a great privilege to have been raised by her in my prime. 


WE LOVE AND MISS YOU! 

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY STEPHANIE LEE BIL- 
LIE!! 


Waache until I breathe my last I will bless you back for all you have 
done & continue to do. Happy birthday! ! ! With many, many, many more 
to come. We love you! ! ! 


LOVE ALWAYS, 

EDNA CARTAYA CYPRESS 
ADAM FRANK CYPRESS (NEPHEW) 
SORAIYAH JAYNE CYPRESS (NIECE) 
SYANDRIAH KAEDYNCE CYPRESS (NIECE) 
LANDON JAMES CYPRESS (NEPHEW) 


1 00% unconquered Seminole woman stay strong with your head held 
high. Waache, you’re my pride & joy. Continue to represent the uncon- 
quered Seminole Tribe. 


Warrior 4 life, 
Ike T. Harjo 
Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga 
Koowaathi 


IN MEM0RIAM 


In loving memory of Tiffany, Paige, Pam 
Broken Chain 

“We little knew those mornings that God was going to call your names. 
In life we loved you dearly, in death we do the same. It broke our hearts 
to lose you; you did not go alone; for part of us went with you the day 
God called you home. You left us Lots of peaceful memories, your love 
is still our guide, and though we cannot see you, you are always by our 
side. 

Our family chain is broken and nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 

The chain will link again.” 


We Dearly miss you.. 

Always love Aunt Pam & Family 



CONGRATULATIONS 



Z> 


' esiree 



( hi fairytale has just leyun in the most perfect way , 
VZ Down on one hnee a riny was yiuen , c f)(jS ” did 
the lady say, 

Chut this is not a dream you \ re in. this is loue that s true , 
How all await with eayerness the day youll say U D dot” 
He loue you loth very much. Gonyratulations ! 


IBoue hlways, 

your Chest Cdriend t2 CtICaid of Honor 

Shammes 

Homily £ Hriends 


| THANK YOU 



“A heartfelt THANK YOU to all who helped to make 
Rez Rally 201 1 a success. 

It would have not been the same without you!” 

-Connie Whidden 


Health Staff, Seminole Police Department, 

EMS & Fire Rescue, Family Services, Fitness 
Public Works, Buildings and Grounds, Education 
Emergency Management, Hot meals/Elder Services, 

CCE, STOF Council, Chairman’s Office, STOF Board, 
Recreation, Ahfachkee, Accounting, Preschool, 

Immokalee Youth Ranch, Information Technologies, 

Seminole Media Productions, EAO, Purchasing, 

Seminole Tribune Dance Crew, Big Cypress Martial Arts Group, 
Natomah Roberts, All Volunteers, Kipp Photography, 

Redline Media Group, Renegade, NIKE 
American Diabetes Association, Vitazest, Subway 



Get Out of Jail Fast! Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 24 hours • Speedy Release • 
Professional Service. 1128 NW 3 1 st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 333 1 1 
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Youngsters Gain Experience, Have Fun at Bill Osceola Memorial Junior Rodeo in Big Cypress 



Judy Weeks 


Caleb Billie started his rodeo career on the back of a sheep and now he is competing in the Barrel 
Racing. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Born out of the 
cattle industry, rodeo became a part of 
Seminole history a long time ago. A long 
list of contenders filled the Bill Osceola 
Memorial Junior Rodeo docket on Feb. 5 
at the Junior Cypress Entertainment Com- 
plex and Rodeo Arena in Big Cypress. 

While President of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Bill Osceola was instru- 
mental in establishing the first Pow-Wow 
Rodeo and organizing a rodeo circuit for 
local competition. 

“A strong advocate of education and 
sports, Bill Osceola recognized the need 
to include the younger generation in the 
rodeo program,” Moses Jumper Jr. said, 
“Today’s Junior Eastern Indian Rodeo 
works as a feeder system for the adult 
competition. Many of the Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association contestants currently 
qualifying for the Indian National Finals 
Rodeo got their beginning in the Junior 
Rodeo.” 

The INFR recently added some Junior 
Rodeo events to their lineup and several 
of the EIRA youth are working hard to ac- 
quire the necessary qualifying points. Kel- 


ton Smedley of Brighton took third place in 
the Steer Riding in Las Vegas in 2010. 

The youngest members of the elite 
group of rough stock riders on the Junior 
Rodeo circuit are the 4- to 6-year-old Mut- 
ton Busters. Twenty brave little cowboys 
and cowgirls grabbed a handful of wool 
and exited the chutes hoping for the longest 
ride on the back of a sheep. 

Following in his Bull Riding father’s 
footsteps, Justin Gopher Jr. took first place 
with a 19.4-second ride. He was closely 
followed by Jrayko Billie, who hung onto 
his sheep’s side for 17.9 seconds. 

INFR steer riding qualifier Andre 
Jumper has started chalking up points for 
2011 by earning first place in the opening 
event. 

With red chaps flapping in the air, Jobe 
Johns took first place in the 9- to 12-year- 
old Pony Riding, Steer Riding, Junior 
Breakaway and Steer Undecorating. He 
came in a fast second to Ahnie Jumper in 
the 9- to 12-year-old Barrel Race. 

Thirteen- to 15 -year-old Pony Rider 
Kelton Smedley ’s 53 points carried him 
into the first slot and he returned to the 
arena for an awesome 71 -point ride in the 
Junior Bulls division and another first in 
the Chute Dogging. 



Judy Weeks . 

Bullfighters laugh as Mutton t See more 
Buster Bryce Baker dusts off photos on page 4C 
his hands saying, “I did it!” 


Ahfachkee Warriors Golfers 
Commemorate Inaugural Season 
with Awards Banquet 

Taylor Pratt earns team MVP honors; 

Ryan Cypress wins Warrior Spirit Award 

BYNAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A few landmarks made in Seminole Tribal sports his- 
tory highlighted the Ahfachkee Warriors Golf Banquet, a sports awards ceremony 
organized for the first time ever on Jan. 24 at the Jimmie Cypress Public Safety 
Complex Building. 

Ahfachkee School Principal Walter Swan described what the Warriors golf 
program meant for the Tribal athletic program. 

“To have a Warrior spirit means you’re not afraid to step out into a new 
arena,” Swan said to the Warriors golf team. “If you go out knowing that you’re 
going to face adversity in light of the fact you’re doing this for the first time, then 
you’re a true Warrior.” 

Swan commended Ahfachkee Warriors golf coach Bruce Pratt and his golf- 
ers - Stevie Billie, Quenton Cypress, Ryan Cypress and Taylor Pratt - for giving 
their best efforts on the golf course throughout the program’s inaugural season. 

“This was a hard game to learn, but I want to thank you all for having the 
courage to step out and participate,” Swan said. “Do you know who is going 
to benefit from this down the line? It’s your prekindergarten, kindergarten, first, 
second and third graders who are looking up to you as golfers. They all have your 
shoulders to now stand on.” 

Swan continued his talk with the four Tribal golfers on how they impacted 
their younger peers. 

“You’ve got a little bit of history with you, so take that with you and carry it 
with pride,” Swan said. “You were the first and you can always say that. It means 
a lot. It really does.” 

Not long after Swan’s words, the Tribal honorees viewed a special 15-minute 
video presentation that highlighted scenes from the program’s first golf season, 
courtesy of Seminole Media Productions. 

“You may not see it now, but in years to come, you’ll see the impact that 
you’ve made on your community,” Ahfachkee Student Activities Coordinator 
Randall Cleckler said to the golfers. “When you think back on 2010, the time you 
played this school’s first sport, you’ll always remember that you were a part of 
history. Know that you’ve laid the foundation for the future of this golf program. 
For that, Em very proud of you for what you’ve done.” 

During the awards presentation that followed, Ahfachkee junior Tribal golfer 
Taylor Pratt was named the team’s Most Valuable Player. Fellow Tribal junior 
Ryan Cypress received the team’s Warrior Spirit award. 

“I’m proud of our golf program and my teammates,” Taylor Pratt said. 
“We’ve lowered our scores quite a bit. I’d like to thank my dad/coach, along 
with Cicero Osceola and Charlie Cypress, for helping us improve our golf games 
throughout the season. It was great to have them as our support.” 

Ahfachkee Warriors Tribal junior Stevie Billie and Tribal freshman Quenton 
Cypress were recognized with Most Improved honors. 

“Serving as the golf coach was a wonderful experience,” Ahfachkee War- 
riors golf coach Bruce Pratt said. “Watching [the Tribal golfers] grow in the game 
and as young men was truly a blessing for me to witness. They learned a lot of dif- 
ferent rules they didn’t know. I’m happy to say that each golfer showed a marked 
improvement in their games from the beginning to the end.” 

In addition, all four golfers received the Tribal athletic program’s first-ever 
letters and commemorative Ahfachkee Warriors letterman jackets. 

A group moment concluded the golf banquet. 

“Congratulations, golfers,” Swan said. “Thank you for a great season.” 



Naji Tobias . 

Ahfachkee Warriors Golf Coach Bruce Pratt, left, names t See more photos 

his son and Ahfachkee Warriors junior Tribal golfer Tay- on page 4C 

lor Pratt as the team’s first MVP at the banquet. 


Hollywood Christian Lady Eagles 
Win District Championships, Prepare for Regionals 



Chris C. Jenkins . 

Members of the Hollywood Christian Lady Eagles basketball team are all smiles after claiming another district championship t See more photos 

in Class 1A District 14 in a dominating 69-25 home win versus Florida Bible Christian School on Feb. 5. on page 2C 


Ahfachkee Warriors and Lady Warriors, First Seminole Tribal 
Basketball Programs Conclude First Season 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Regardless of how the Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ and 
girls’ basketball season turned out, one thing is certain. They made sports his- 
tory by becoming the first Seminole Tribal basketball program to complete a full 
season sanctioned by the Florida High School Athletic Association. 

The final two weeks of the Ahfachkee Warriors basketball season featured 
the following games: 

The girls played their last two games against the Moore Haven Lady Terri- 
ers and the LaBelle Lady Cowboys on Jan. 18 and 20, respectively. Meanwhile, 
the boys competed in their three final contests against Moore Haven, American 
Prep and LaBelle on Jan. 18, 19 and 25, respectively. 

The Lady Warriors won their final two home matchups, while the Warriors 
dropped their last three. The Lady Warriors finished their first season with a 6-2 
record, and the Warriors ended the 2010-2011 basketball season 0-9. 

Lady Warriors Make Furious Push for Strong Season Finish 

Going into the Lady Warriors Jan. 1 8 home game against the Moore Haven 
Terriers, they had one thing going against them: a 1 -point home loss, 32-31, to 
the St. John Neumann Celtics that dropped the girls to 4-2 as of Jan. 7. 

Lady Warriors head coach Kristin Stoots said after the game that it would 
be a learning experience for the girls - a motivational tool for how to win close 
games, should it get to that point. 

The Lady Warriors bounced back rather gracefully, as they found them- 
selves in a close game with Moore Haven throughout the Jan. 1 8 contest at the 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

Attempting to avenge an early-season 43-41 road loss to the Lady Terriers, 
it was a back-and-forth affair, with Moore Haven actually leading most of the 
way. 

Down 41-40 with just 10.1 seconds left in the game - Ahfachkee’s last 
timeout - the Lady Warriors had to make their final shot attempt if they were to 
score a comeback victory. 

With 1 .2 seconds left, Lady Warriors forward Terri Baker (12 fourth-quarter 
points; team-high 28 points overall) took a pass from teammate Tia Osborne, 
finding her way to the 3 -point line to hit nothing but net over a Moore Haven 
defender. The shot sent the Ahfachkee Warriors home crowd into a frenzy after 
the game-winner - a 43-41 score and victory for the Lady Warriors. 

“When it comes down to the last shot, you want your best player to have the 
ball in her hands,” Stoots said. “The plan was to break the press and get the ball 
to Terri. I didn’t think Terri would take a 3 -point shot from the comer. I could 
have never drawn up a play like that, but she’s an athlete and she’s tmly a star.” 

Baker talked briefly about how that game-winning shot happened for her. 

♦ Please see WARRIORS on page 2C 



Naji Tobias 


During the Ahfachkee Warriors bonfire pep rally event at the Big Cy- 
press Softball Field on Jan. 24, Ryan Cypress entertains his fellow 
peers and Tribal citizens with a one-handed dunk. 
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Judy Weeks 


President Richard Jr. Bowers takes first place in the Senior Breakaway with a 5.3-second catch. 

Bill Osceola Memorial INFR Tour Rodeo 
Brings Champions from All States 

BY JUD Y WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Hosted by the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association, the 2011 Bill 
Osceola Memorial Indian National Finals Tour Rodeo attracted Native American rodeo 
champions from all across North America. This annual Pow-Wow rodeo originated 40 
years ago in Hollywood and is held in conjunction with the Tribal Fair. 

A founding father of the Constitution of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Bill Osceola 
served as its president for 15 years. He was instrumental in the organization of the first 
Pow-Wow Rodeo as a fund-raiser to send representatives to Tallahassee and Washington, 
D.C. Under his leadership, it became a tradition. 

The rodeo was dedicated to the memory of Bill Osceola in recognition of his efforts 
to build a road to the future for the members of the Seminole Tribe. The two-day event 
took place Feb. 4 and 5 at the Junior Cypress Entertainment Complex and Rodeo Arena 
at the Big Cypress Reservation. 

With the Seminole Tribe of Florida sponsoring two INFR Tour Rodeos back to back, 
Native American contenders traveled to Florida to participate in these first two rodeos 
of the 2011 season. The competition worked hard to accumulate winning points toward 
qualification for the INFR to be held next fall at the South Point Casino and Arena in Fas 
Vegas. 

The Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo roster contained the names of champions and 
qualifiers from the INFR and EIRA in all of its events. 

The lineup included prominent Seminole family names that were instrumental in the 
development of the Tribal cattle industry over the past 75 years. Their descendants carry 
on the legacy. 

The Friday night performance included a maximum of 10 contenders in each cat- 
egory with a vast number of entries running in slack. The Fong Go scores determined 
who would return for the second night’s performance and the order of their lineup. 

Dakota Fewis, the current reigning INFR Bull Riding Champion from Montana, 
took first place in the tour, riding against such notables as Casey McDonald, Greg Fewis, 
Dusten Coleman, Koty Brugh, Tuck Johnson, Jay Garza and Shawn Best Sr. 

A champion bareback, saddle bronc and bull rider, Shawn Best Sr. has spent most of 
his life on the rodeo circuit and is listed in the United States and Canadian Rodeo Halls 
of Fame. A member of the Colville Tribe, he lives in Washington state and has qualified 
for 26 INFR rodeos. 

High School Rodeo Champion Jacoby Johns of Brighton took first place two nights 
in a row to become the Bareback Riding Champion of the rodeo. TO Yazzie and Duffy 
Duchenaux had first place wins in the Saddle Broncs, but Ducheneaux triumphed in the 
Tour Average. 

Casey Stone won the Calf Roping Average after two firsts that placed him just sec- 
onds ahead of Britt Givens. Meanwhile, Theresa Bowers turned a first and third place 
into a Tour Championship in the Breakaway Roping. Team ropers Britt Givens and Clay 
Gunshows won the Average with a first and fourth place. President Richard Bowers Jr. 
took first place in the Senior Breakaway with a 5.3 second catch. 

Ivan BruisedHead and Givens earned a first and fourth place in the Steer Wrestling 
over the two-day period, but Givens beat the clock in the Average for the Championship. 
The Barrel Racers ran some fierce competition with only thousandths of a second to sepa- 
rate their scores. Yolanda Nez and Shelley Vocu both garnered first places but were beat 
out in the Average by Boogie Jumper. 


BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO 
LONG GO WINNERS 

Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns 
Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens 
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux 
Calf Roping: Casey Stone 
Breakaway Roping: Shelby Osceola 
Team Roping: Greg Louis & Dakota Louis 
Barrel Racing: Yolanda Nez 
Bull Riding: Dusten Coleman. 

BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO 
SHORT GO WINNERS 

Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns, 

Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens 
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux 
Calf Roping: Casey Stone 


Breakaway Roping: Trina Bowers 
Senior Breakaway: Richard Bowers 
Team Roping: Britt Givens and Clay Gunshows 
Senior Team Roping: Allen Fisher and Alton 
Matchet 

Barrel Racing: Shelley Vocu 
Bull Riding: Dakota Louis. 

BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL TOUR RODEO 
AVERAGE WINNERS 

Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns 
Steer Wrestling: Britt Givens 
Saddle Bronc: Duffy Duchenaux 
Calf Roping: Casey Stone 
Breakaway Roping: Theresa Bowers 
Team Roping: Britt Givens & Clay Gunshows 
Barrel Racing: Boogie Jumper 
Bull Riding: Dakota Louis. 



Naji Tobias 


The Big Cypress Community celebrates a special milestone with the Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ basketball team on Jan. 25 after they completed their 
first-ever season in the home finale against the LaBelle Cowboys. It will hold a significant place in the Seminole Tribe’s history books as the Warriors 
became the first Tribal school in FHSAA history to have a boys’ basketball team. 


♦ WARRIORS 

From page 1C 


“I thought I was going to miss it, but somehow it went in,” 
Baker said. “Tia [Osborne] passed me the ball and told me to get to 
the arch, so I got to the 3-point line and just threw it up. I’m happy 
we were able to get that win.” 

It proved to be a gut-check win for the Fady Warriors, espe- 
cially considering the fact they battled back from a 32-25 deficit 
going into the fourth quarter. The Fady Warriors, who moved to 5-2 
at the point, were down by as many as nine points and overcame a 
20-13 halftime deficit. 

The Fady Warriors finished their inaugural season playing a 
very different game in the Jan. 20 home finale against FaBelle. 

The Fady Warriors raced to a 16-6 end-of-first-quarter lead, 
with Reagan Whitecloud having much to do with the early scoring 
surge. Perhaps the biggest highlight of the first quarter came from 
Whitecloud (five first-quarter points), as she nailed a 3 -pointer at 
the top of the key with 2:11 left in the first - a 14-6 Ahfachkee lead 
at that point. 

From there, the game blew wide open for the Fady Warriors, 
as a 16-6 first-quarter lead turned into a 28-10 halftime margin that 
FaBelle wouldn’t come close to recovering from. 

FaBelle’s final shot conversion came at the 2:15 mark in the 
second quarter - an Ahfachkee 24-10 lead that only grew wider. 

The Fady Warriors finished the game on a 24-0 scoring run - 
all in the second half for a resounding 52-10 season-ending win. 

“It felt good to end the season on a winning note, especially 
since our first game against FaBelle was a close one,” Stoots said. 
“We stressed a lot on our defense. Our team was very defensively 
sound and our offense just fed off of that. They played with a lot 
of heart out there. All that gave us such a large margin of victory 
against FaBelle.” 

Stoots reflected on what the Fady Warriors 6-2 final record 
meant for the Tribal sports program. 

“These girls made history,” Stoots said. “They came into this 
season not knowing what to expect and not knowing whether or 
not they could trust me. To see the kids dedicated and determined 


on the court, it means a lot not only to me, but to our school and to 
the Tribe. They put their sweat and tears into this basketball team 
every day and I think it means a lot to the Tribe. They are such an 
inspiration to their fellow Tribal members and they have a very 
bright future ahead.” 

Warriors Boys Reach the Season s Finish Line 

It was a challenging season for the Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ 
basketball team, as they learned what it takes to play together as an 
organized unit. 

They did lose their final three games of the season - a 50-40 
loss to Moore Haven on Jan. 18, followed by an 86-20 drubbing at 
the hands of the American Prep (Davie) Knights on Jan. 19 and a 
season-ending 61-22 loss to FaBelle on Jan. 25. 

Through it all, however, the Ahfachkee Warriors gained a 
learning experience, something the boys can take with them as they 
potentially play in future seasons with the Tribal basketball team. 

“As I said throughout the season, we are in the beginning stag- 
es with this program and basketball is a game of fun,” Ahfachkee 
Warriors boys’ basketball head coach Antonio Wright said. “We 
live in a society where winning is everything and winning is very 
important, but we just pretty much went out there and had fun.” 

Wright said though the 0-9 season was not easy to accept, he 
wasn’t too surprised with how it all turned out for the boys’ team. 

“At times it was kind of tough,” Wright said. “We had a lot 
of youth and inexperience on our team, with our boys playing no 
other team sports and having very little coordination. It was tough 
but expected.” 

Wright was grateful for how the Big Cypress community lifted 
the team up throughout the season, despite all the losses they en- 
dured. 

“The administration was great throughout the season,” Wright 
said. “A lot of our teachers showed up, and we had a lot of fan 
support and community support. I also recall hearing a lot of good 
praise from the fans, as well. When we got down, they really kept 
us motivated and tried to help pull us out emotionally.” 

- Seminole Tribune Staff Writer Chris C. Jenkins contributed 
to this story. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee’s Corbin Billie makes a drive down the court in his 
team’s Jan. 19 home game against the American Prep (Davie) 
Knights. 



Naji Tobias 


The Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ basketball team was amped up for their final game of 
the season - played Jan. 25 against the LaBelle Cowboys - at the Jan. 24 bonfire pep 
rally on the Big Cypress Softball Field. 



Photo right, Ahfach- 
kee’s Caitlin Cypress, 
No. 13, hits a mid-range 
jumper over a Moore 
Haven Lady Terriers 
defender in the second 
half of a 43-41 come- 
back win for the home 
team on Jan. 18. 

Photo left, Ahfachkee 
Lady Warriors fresh- 
man forward Terri 
Baker, No. 24, connects 
on a well-defended 
3-point attempt as she 
leads the Tribal home 
team to their win. 

Naji Tobias 



♦ More photos from Hollywood Christian Ladies' District Championships 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Christian Head Coach Carlos Adamson, left, in- 
structs Skyla Osceola during a time out. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Star guard Ariah Osceola looks to start the fast break in 
first half action versus Florida Bible Christian. 
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Big Cypress Promotes Comradery 
With 4-on-4 Fun Day Hoops Tourney 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Co-ed championship team Just Havin Fun show off their championship trophy and medals after the Big Cypress Tribal 
Council-sponsored Fun Day 4-on-4 double-elimination basketball tournament at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium Jan. 
28. From left, Mike Onco, Wilson Bowers, Jo-Jo Osceola, Byron Billie and Nauthkee Henry. The group was among six 
Tribal and employee teams to participate in the event organized to promote departmental unity and create better working 
relationships. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Ti- 
ger encourages all the teams participating 
in the tournament. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Aura Revorevo, second from the left, of the Big Cypress Community Care 
for the Elderly Department, shows some spirit for her team cheering during 
game action. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Mike Onco, right, looks for a teammate to pass to in first 
half play of the championship game versus the Council 
Warriors. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tiffany Billie sets up for a jump shot in her game. 
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Native professional 
golfer Steve McDon- 
ald, far right, and 
Elliot Young dem- 
onstrate the proper 
way to hold a club for 
Seminole youth at Bo- 
naventure Golf Course 
in Weston. The Jan. 
25 clinic was held a 
third time for Semi- 
noles and continues 
to travel across In- 
dian Country and 
teach Native youth. 
McDonald, a 25-year 
member of the Pro- 
fessional Golfers’ As- 
sociation of America, 
along with local Sem- 
inole golfers, taught 
the youngsters some 
fundamentals of golf. 

Aimee Hoyt 


Native Professional Golfer 
Teaches Seminole Youth at Golf Clinic 



Aimee Hoyt Aimee Hoyt 

Mitch Osceola, right, helps Journey Young, 11, line up her putter dur- EanJay Young, 4, begins putting at the circle drill 
ing one of the stations. during the golf clinic. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Seven-year-old Conchade Osceola 
shifts his weight after practicing 
his swing on a hitting mat. 



Aimee Hoyt 

The Tribal golfers gather as the clinic concludes after completing swinging and putting 
drills and listening to a quick session on fundamentals from the instructors. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Osceola dribbles the ball up court in first half 
action. 


Tribal Hoopster Courtney 
Osceola Has Final Home 
Regular Season Game 





Chris C. Jenkins 

Courtney Osceola looks over the defense before making her move versus Se- 
bastian River High School. 



University School 
senior basketball 
forward/guard 
Courtney Osceola, 
center, with fam- 
ily and supporters 
during senior night 
festivities in Davie, 
Jan. 28. Osceola 
was celebrated 
with three other 
senior teammates. 
The team lost the 
game 45-33, end- 
ing their regular 
season with a 17-5 
record. 

Chris C. Jenkins 
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Judy Weeks 

The bullfighter intervenes as Mark Holmes makes his way out of range of 
the calf’s sharp hooves following his ride at the EIRA Bull Riding and Steer 
Wrestling Clinic on Jan. 29 at Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena in Big Cypress. 


Judy Weeks 

Rough stock riding champion Koty Brugh shared his years of ex- 
perience and expertise with the young people attending the clinic. 


EIRA Bull Riding and Steer Wrestling Clinic 
Trains, Prepares Youth for Rodeo Competitions 


BY JU DY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the opening of the 2011 rodeo sea- 
son just around the corner, the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
teamed up with the Hollywood Recreation Department and the 
Hollywood Horse Club to offer a bull riding and steer wrestling 
clinic to all the prospective contestants for the junior rodeo cir- 
cuit. 

EIRA President Paul Bowers Sr. welcomed the group of 
young people to the clinic and said that he hopes someday to see 
them compete in the Indian National Finals Rodeo. 

The group gathered at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena in 
Big Cypress on Jan. 29, and met with Steer Wrestling Director 
Jeff Johns and Fred Gomez to work out on the practice dummy. 
Learning proper stance, grip, leverage and technique, they ma- 
nipulated the dummy to develop their skills. 

During the second phase, a four-wheeler pulled the dummy 
around the arena simulating a live steer for the benefit of the stu- 
dents. Johns followed closely offering advice and critiquing their 
procedure. 

The final phase took the group to the rough stock chutes 
where they put their lessons to good use on real steers. One after 
another the young chute doggers were tested by the livestock and 
learned how to anticipate the action of the steers and counteract 
for a successful exhibition. 

The Bull Riding Clinic included the riding of sheep, calves, 
steers and junior bulls. Each of these events are age appropri- 
ate and allow the young riders to slowly develop their skills and 
graduate to the next level before accepting the ultimate challenge 
of bull riding at the age of 18. 

Moses Jumper Jr. opened the clinic with a background intro- 


duction of the instructor and led the group in prayer. 

Indian National Finals Rodeo rough stock competitor Koty 
Brugh shared his years of experience and skills with the next gen- 
eration as the instructor of the clinic. 

He began with an introduction of proper equipment that in- 
cluded rigging, gloves, helmets and vests. 

Using a barrel to simulate a steer or bull, the group learned 
about hand grip, posture and balance. Novice riders quickly real- 
ized that there is a lot more to the sport than climbing on the back 
of an animal. 

Brugh had the misfortune of being seriously injured a few 
years ago while competing on a bucking bronc at a Brighton Ro- 
deo. He became tangled in the rigging and was dragged beneath 
the horse’s hooves for the length of the arena. He returned to the 
rodeo circuit following his convalescence; however, safety is a 
major issue that he does not take lightly. 

Throughout the entire clinic, Brugh emphasized the need for 
safety precautions and proper equipment in good working con- 
dition. He stressed the fact that there is always an inherent risk 
to dealing with rough livestock. Paramedics from the Seminole 
Emergency Service Department were on hand to oversee the en- 
tire operation. 

About 30 boys and girls, ages 4 to 6, entered the arena with 
their parents for an opportunity to ride the sheep in preparation 
for the Mutton Busting event. They were followed by the calf, 
steer and junior bull athletes. After the students learned how the 
judges rate and score the individuals and their mounts, some of 
the riders made more than one practice attempt. 

Rounding out the clinic was an exhibition by EIRA Bull Rid- 
ers, who looked forward to practice rides prior to competing in 
the upcoming rodeo season. 


♦ More photos from Ahfachkee's golf banquet 



Naji Tobias 


For one last time, the Ahfachkee Warriors golf team, along with Ahfachkee School Dean of Students 
Grant Richardson, left, Ahfachkee Principal Walter Swan, second from left, and Ahfachkee Student 
Activities Coordinator Randall Cleckler, right, takes a moment to reflect on how they made Seminole 
Tribal sports history as the first Tribal high school golf program at the Jan. 24 banquet. 



Photo above, Ahfachkee Warriors 
freshman Tribal golfer Quenton Cy- 
press shows off his Most Improved 
plaque and an Ahfachkee letter during 
the awards banquet in Big Cypress. 
Right photo, Ahfachkee School Prin- 
cipal Walter Swan unveils the Tribal 
athletic program’s letterman’s jacket, 
which the Tribal golfers earned as 
a result of their participation in the 
school’s inaugural season. 


Naji Tobias 



Tribal Teammates Celebrate Senior Night at American-Heritage in Plantation 



Chris C. Jenkins 


American Heritage (Plantation) senior hoopster Kristen Billie 
stands center court with proud parents John Billie Jr., left, 
and Esther Gopher, before game time. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


American Heritage senior point guard Whitney Osceola, fourth from the left, is escorted and supported by teammates during 
senior night ceremonies. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Whitney Osceola looks to fake her defender during first half 
action versus Community School. She would finish the game 
with three points and two assists. Osceola and teammate 
Billie were honored along with four other seniors as part of 
senior night festivities versus Community School Jan. 29. 
The Patriots finished their regular season with a record of 
14-10. 
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♦ More photos from Bill Osceola 
Memorial Junior Rodeo 



Judy Weeks 


Mark Holmes somersaults out from under his steer. 



Judy Weeks 


Four- to 8-year old Barrel Racer Abigail Tigertail turns a mean bar- 
rel. 


BILL OSCEOLA MEMORIAL 
JUNIOR RODEO WINNERS 

INFR Steer Riding: Andre 
Jumper 

Mutton Bustin: Justin Gopher, 
Jr. 

Pony Riding 9-12: Jobe Johns. 
Pony Riding 1 3 to 1 5: Kelton 
Smedley 

Calf Riding: Jaylen Baker 
Steer Riding: Jobe Johns 


Jr. Bulls: Kelton Smedley 
Chute Dogging: Kelton Smedley 
4-8 Barrel Racing: Carson 
Weekly 

9-12 Barrel Racing: Ahnie 
Jumper 

13-17 Barrel Racing: Ashley 
Parks 

Jr. Breakaway Roping: Jobe 
Johns 

Steer Undecorating: Jobe 
Johns. 
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Tribal Fair 



Tribal Fair Welcomes Native Americans, Visitors 
to Witness Diversity and Traditions 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Vendor Dorothy Tucker, center, and work associates await the decision of the patron to 
purchase one of the vast selection of necklaces on display. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcomes the guests 
in attendance during the Tribal Fair Grand Entry. 

Photo far left, Paul ‘Cowbone’ Buster performs 
at the fair. Photo left, members of the Tribal 
Color Guard lead the way during Grand Entry 
ceremonies, which kicked off the 40th annual 
Seminole Tribal Fair. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Tribal preschoolers recite the Pledge of Allegiance in the Miccosukee language on stage. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Flutist Sonny Nevaquaya plays a traditional song for au- Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max 
dience and guests. B. Osceola Jr. talks about the traditional cus- 

toms of the Tribal Fair. 


Clothing Contest Features Displays 
of Colors and Style 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Team participants show off some of the traditional varieties in patchwork for their category in the 
clothing contest. 




■ 







Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Modern Day contestants ages 46-54 on stage for the clothing contest Linda Chang, Virginia 
Osceola, Wanda Billie and Sandy Billie Jr. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth on stage present custom skirts and apparel, while being judged in the 6- to 11-year age 
category. 


Native Tribes Enchant with Dance Performances 




Chris C. Jenkins 

A hoop dancer in full regalia performs on 
stage during the closing ceremonies. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Daniel Tramper Eastern Band of Cherokee member 
and world champion hoop dancer. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Deer Clan Dancer Osceola Redshirt dis- 
cusses the traditions of Pow-Wows on 
stage before his performance while 
dressed in traditional regalia. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Junior Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie, left, 
enjoys the wildlife with a friend in Okalee during 
the fair. 



Visitors Learn About Wildlife at 
Okalee Village Presentations 


Chris C. Jenkins 

John Jones Okalee Village Wildlife Manager talks about the beauty and danger of the ven- 
omous flat-head Cobra during the wildlife show to Tribal Fair guests. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Miss and Junior Miss Seminole Princess Royalty and judges are on stage with all the first-place and runner-up contestants. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Princess pageant judges say hello to the audience. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Outgoing Little Mr. Lance Burton, right, thanks his supporters throughout 
his year-long reign. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, right, crowns the new Little Miss Florida 
Seminole Brooke Yescas. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Reigning Miss and Junior Miss Florida Seminole Princesses Cassandra 
Jimmie and Lorelei Tommie introduce the contestants. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, right, prepares to crown a sur- 
prised Brooke Yescas. 
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Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Junior Miss Florida Seminole 2010-11 Lorelei Tommie helps adjust the head-piece of new Little Contestant Lenne Diaz is on stage during judging. 

Mr. Seminole Caleb Burton. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Third runner-up Clarice De Mayo is on stage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Junior Miss Florida Seminole 2010-11 Lorelei Tommie interviews a contestant. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Contest judges and current Miss and Junior Miss Florida Seminoles together with the new Little Mr. and Miss Semi- 
nole 2011 Caleb Burton, 6, and Brooke Yescas, 7. All were together on stage as part of the annual Little Mr. and Miss 
Florida Seminole contest at the Hard Rock Live Feb. 11. The event was held in conjunction with the 40th Seminole 
Tribal Fair festivities. 
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Tribal Fair 2-on-2 Basketball Tourney 



Chris C. Jenkins 

2-on-2 men’s champion, from left, Neal Sanders, Greg 
Thomas and Kevin Hanks. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Left photo, 2-on-2 women’s champion, from left, 
Stephanie Huggins and Mercedes Osceola are all 
smiles together after winning the women’s division 
of the Tribal Fair 2-on-2 basketball tournament 
held on Feb. 12 at the Seminole Recreation Gym. 
The event featured five men and four women teams 
with participation open to all ages and divisions. 
Winners received medals. 

Photo above, Middle School Boys 2-on-2 champs 
Trevor Osceola, left, and Charlie Osceola. 


Photo far left, 
first place se- 
nior men’s 8-Ball 
winner David Cy- 
press. 

Photo left, Larry 
LittleGeorge of 
the Ho-Chunk 
Tribe of Wisconsin 
practices before 
the men’s 8-Ball 
tournament. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


Action Is the Game at Tribal Fair Pool Tournament 




Photo above, Laura Clay during scotch-doubles play. 

Right photo, first and second place Women’s 9-Ball winners Phalyn 
Osceola and Angela Harjo participated in the fifth annual Tribal Fair Pool 
Tournament at the Hard Rock Feb. 11-13 with divisions in the youth, adult 
and seniors in races of two to five. Winners received trophies and cash 
prizes. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



All Native Pool Tournament Attracts Participants from Across Indian Country 



Aimee Hoyt 

Elrod Bowers, left, takes his turn against opponent Rob Lanain during 
the All Native Pool Tournament at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
ballrooms Feb. 11-13. The three-day tournament, which attracted Tribal 
participants from across Indian Country, featured Warm-Up Mini Tourna- 
ments, 8-Ball and Scotch Doubles followed by 9-Ball. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Lance Tommie takes a shot during 
8-Ball tournament play. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Larry Tiger begins the second game of 8-Ball play after winning his first 
game against opponent Lance Tommie. 


5th Annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament Results: 

Men’s 8-Ball: 1 . Tony Bert, 2. Daniel Gopher, 3. Anthony 
Leo Cypress Women’s 8-Ball: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 

2. Connie Williams, 3. Laura Clay Senior Women’s 

8- Ball: 1 . Juanita Osceola, 2. Dale Grasshopper, 3. 
Esther Buster Senior Men’s 8-Ball: 1 . David Cypress, 
2. Lonnie Billie, 3. Robin Buster Scotch Doubles: 1 . 
David Cypress and Laura Clay, 2. Daniel Gopher and 
Phalyn Osceola, 3. Charley Osceola and Marcia Osceola 
Youth Boys 8-12: 1 . Arek Jumper, 2. Colby Cypress, 3. 
Daniel Rodriguez Youth Girls 8-12: 1 . Lindsey Posada, 
2. Elizabeth Frank, 3. Talia Rodriguez Youth 13-17: 1 . 
Justin Frank, 2. Jonathan Frank, 3. Rebecca Vazquez 

All Native Pool Tournament Results: 

Men’s 8-Ball: 1 . Tony Billie, 2. Phillip Davis, 3. George 
Grasshopper Women’s 8-Ball: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. 
Jane Doctor, 3. Angela Harjo Men’s 9-Ball: 1 . George 
Grasshopper, 2. Daniel Gopher, 3. Tony Bert Women’s 

9- Ball: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Angela Harjo 3. Tonya 
Jumper Scotch Doubles: 1 . David Cypress and Laura 
Clay, 2. Leo Cypress and Amy Cypress, 3. Tony Billie and 
Jane Doctor 
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Gipsy Kings 
John Mellencamp 
Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Kid Rock 
Foreigner 
Kenny Chesney 
Kiss 

Michael Mcdonald 
Rod Stewart/Stevie Knicks 
Rush 
Further 
Ricky Martin 
Lady Gaga 
Robert Plant 
Iron Maiden 
Jimmy Buffet 
Tim McGraw 
Taylor Swift 
U2 

Katy Perry 
Sade 

Miami Heat 

Orlando/Tampa Events 
Orlando Magic 
Brad Paisley 
Bon Jovi 
Lady Gaga 
WWE 

Ricky Martin 
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STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM * SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" [PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYUIOLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 
leather Iti-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paint lobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 
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Tori Osceola Sings National Anthem at 
Daytona National Speedway 



Judy Weeks 

Tori Osceola sings the National Anthem Feb. 18 
at the opening of the Next Era Energy Resource 
- 250 Race at the Daytona National Speedway. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

DAYTONA, Fla. — Tori Osceola took her place 
in the spotlight on Feb. 18 when she sang the National 
Anthem at the opening of the Next Era Energy Re- 
source - 250 Race at the Daytona National Speedway. 

The annual 100 Lap/250 Mile Race is a prelude 
to the Daytona 500 and drew a crowd of more than 
50,000 spectators on site, as well as millions of view- 
ers over the CNN Network. A special car bearing 
her name was provided for Tori’s grand entry by the 
Checkered Flag Committee. 

Following her introductory lap, 12-year-old Tori 
joined the color guard for their presentation of flags 
and then ascended to the stage of the official race 
scoreboard. In a strong, clear and confident voice, she 
gave tribute to the United States Flag by singing the 
National Anthem. 

A Spot Light Award Winner of Seminole Star 
Search, Tori has been singing since she was 3 years 
old and is planning on making it into a career. She is 
the daughter of Naples Council Liaison O. B. Osceola 
Jr. and is an honor student at the Community School 
of Naples. 

Please see SING on page A2 


Breanna Billie Crowned Brighton 
Princess at 33rd Annual Pageant 

Melinda Gentry wins Brighton Jr. Miss 



Rachel Buxton 

The newly crowned Brighton Princesses share a moment together, Jr. Miss Me- 
linda Gentry, left, and Miss Breanna Billie on Feb. 17 at the Brighton Seminole 
Princess Pageant. 


BY RACHEL BUXTO N 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Eight young ladies 
donned their finest traditional Seminole 
clothing Feb. 17 as they vied for a chance to 
represent the Brighton Reservation as either 
the Brighton Miss or Jr. Miss Princess. 

The 33rd annual Brighton Seminole 
Princess Pageant was held at the Brighton 
Veterans’ Building with Brighton Princess 
Committee member Salina Dorgan as the 
master of ceremonies. 

Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole Princess 
contestants included Krysta Burton, Mal- 
lorie Thomas, Melinda Gentry and Raylon 
Eagle. Brighton Miss Seminole Princess 
contestants were Jennie Eagle, Deliah Car- 
rillo, Kirsten Doney and Breanna Billie. 

Before the girls were brought on stage, 
Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers 
Jr. said, “Let’s give these girls all the sup- 
port and applause they need. They’re our 
future.” 

The young contestants, starting with 
the Jr. Miss candidates, introduced them- 
selves in front of the judges and listed a few 
of their hobbies. Burton said she enjoyed 
cheerleading, while Gentry expressed her 
interest in drawing. 

Brighton Miss contestant Jennie Eagle 

Please see PAGEANT on page D2 


Tribal Army Sgt. Gabriel Coppedge Honored on 33rd 
Birthday for Active Duty Service in Kuwait 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The 2011-2012 Florida High School Athletic Association Class 1A State Champion 
Hollywood Christian Lady Eagles are all smiles with their championship trophy. The 
Lady Eagles won their first state championship at the Lakeland Center in Lakeland, Fla., 
Feb. 24 in a 72-65 victory versus Trinity Christian of Lake Worth, Fla. 

Hollywood Christian Academy Lady 
Eagles Win State Championship 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

LAKELAND, Fla. — State champs, finally! 

The Eagles of Hollywood Christian Academy can now boast those words 
as the new Class 1 A Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) ladies 
champions of the hardwood. 

After coming up three points short of claiming the crown last year, the grit- 
ty, focused group of nine, led by second-year Hollywood Christian Academy 
head coach Carlos Adamson, soldiered their way to glory and their first state title 
in a 72-65 win over Trinity Christian (Lake Worth) Crusaders. 

The Feb. 24 achievement came in front of dozens of supporting family and 
friends at the Lakeland Center but did not come without a fight. Christian faced 
its biggest test of the season with a deficit as high as 10 points in the second 
quarter and went into the half trailing 35-27. 

“We [Hollywood Christian] were kind of emotional and we felt like we 
were not getting calls. When we went in the locker room I asked them, 4 Are we 
eight points better than this team?’ All the girls agreed that we were eight points 
better than them so that erased the score for us and it became a 0-0 ball game,” 

Please see EAGLES on page C5 


HOLLYWOOD — A mixture of happiness and high emotional 
energy filled the ballrooms of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Feb. 21, celebrating the military service and 33rd birthday of U. S. 
Army Sgt. and Seminole Tribe citizen Gabriel Coppedge. 

It was a first of its kind, special video broadcast and thank you 
party streamed live among family, friends, and Tribal officials while 
the world watched. The event, sponsored by Sem- 
inole Business Marketing (Seminole Media Pro- 
ductions), allowed the father of two serving his 
third war stint, to see and interact live with family 
while on duty in Kuwait. 

“I want to thank everyone for their hard work 
in being a part of this event,” Coppedge said of 
the patriotic President’s Day gathering. “As a part 
of the Seminole people I am proud of my heritage 
also. As a Seminole warrior and soldier I try to ex- 
emplify the values of the military and my people.” 

“I would encourage everyone to join the mili- 
tary. It is also a great honor for your family to see 
you serve,” he added. 

Coppedge ’s parents Gene and Cheryl 
Coppedge made the trip from Coolidge, Ariz., 
and were in high, moved spirits seeing their son, 
a postal operations non-commissioned officer, for 
the first time in a year. 

“I think the whole thing was fun. He looked 
good and it was good to see his fellow soldiers 
with him,” father Gene said. 

Mother Cheryl said, “It was exciting. I want- 
ed to cry, but I was able to keep it together and I 
thought it was great.” 

Tribal officials and citizens on military as- 
signment in the past also gave thanks to Coppedge 
for his service. 

“It is good to see you and have you here with 
us. I am glad we now have this type of technology 
to do this type of thing,” an impressed Big Cypress 
Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. said. 

Bowers was honored with the distinguished 
Purple Heart for service during the Vietnam War 
given to wounded or killed soldiers who serve in 
combat. 


“You may not know it but you are a hero down here in Seminole 
Country,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress said to Coppedge. 

As a strong military advocate, Tribal color guard member and 
spokesman for the Tribe Steven Bowers has maintained consistent 
contact with Coppedge facilitating support to him. Bowers, the liaison 
for Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, said it was an exciting day. 

“It is something I feel has been long overdue,” Bowers said. “[The 


Please see COPPEDGE on page A5 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Channel Broadcast Reporter Briana D’Andrea, right, and Tribal co-host Everett Osceola co- 
host a live broadcast of Army Sgt. and Seminole Tribe member Gabriel Coppedge and his unit in Ku- 
wait Feb. 21. Family and friends were present to celebrate his years of military service and his 33rd 
birthday at the SMP event Seminole Salute to the Sergeant special event held in the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino ballrooms. 


Big Cypress Shootout Highlights Second Seminole War Reenactment at Billie Swamp Safari 



Naji Tobias 

The U.S. military re-enactors at the Feb. 26 Big Cypress Shootout give a special salute to the Seminole Tribal warriors, who 
emerged as the only unconquered Native American Tribe after the second Seminole War of the 19th century. 


BY NAJI T O BIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Hundreds of spectators wit- 
nessed a reenactment war between the Seminoles and 
U.S. military at the Billie Swamp Safari on Feb. 26. 

Highlighted by several cannon launches and gun- 
shots, the Big Cypress Shootout featured an all-out 
battle that saw the Seminoles fire the first and last 
shot, signifying a big win for the Seminole Tribe. 

Using guerilla warfare as its tactic for victory in 
the shootout, the Seminoles hid behind bushes, trees 
and rocks to open fire on the lined-up U.S. soldiers. 

The U.S. military, which failed in its mission to 
conquer the Seminoles, was doomed by its strategy 
to line up for combat in the open field, hoping the op- 
position would simply retreat and give up. 

The shootout, which featured a host of Tribal 
citizens acting out as the Seminole warriors and lo- 
cal community members starring as the U.S. military, 
was a reenactment of the Second Seminole War that 
lasted from 1835-1842. 

“We were trying to create a trip back into history 
for the crowd,” Moses “Big Shot” Jumper said. “We 
were fighting for our freedom and our history back 
then. We wanted to show the authenticity of how the 
Seminole War actually was.” 


Jumper played the role of Seminole warrior Abia- 
ka, also known as Sam Jones. In the Second Seminole 
War of 1835-1842, Abiaka, the Tribal name for Sam 
Jones, emerged as an influential leader who was the 
Tribe’s primary anchor in the Seminoles’ battle vic- 
tory over the U.S. 

In what is now considered the costliest Native 
American war in U.S. history, it’s unknown how many 
Seminoles were killed or wounded over the course of 
the seven-year conflict. 

What’s clear today, however, is that Jones did not 
offer a truce, compromise or surrender signal to the 
U.S. military - a key component in how the Semi- 
noles were able to claim official status as the only un- 
conquered Native American Tribe in the U.S. 

“We’re resilient people,” Jumper said. “They [the 
U.S. military] weren’t able to capture the remaining 
soldiers in the swamp. The United States soldiers pur- 
sued our Seminole warriors in the Sawgrass areas and 
deer islands down here, but it was too hard and costly 
for them.” 

In addition to the shootout reenactment, specta- 
tors were able to see the Seminole soldier camps and 
live action such as an alligator show, a snake show 
and a Seminole dance sequence. 

Please see SHOOTOUT on page A2 
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Happy Easter, 



Dear Tribal members, Family and Friends, 


OUR SEMINOLE VOICE 


Easter is a time to gather as a community to honor 
the Creator for what he has given to each and every one 
of us. We as a nation must be thankful for what we have 
been blessed with in each of our lives, remembering 
without the resurrection of Christ this would not be so. 

While we celebrate and welcome the new spring sea- 
son, we must remember our loved ones who cannot be 
with us on this Easter day to celebrate. 

As we watch our children grow and grandchildren 
play without a care in the world, let us remember what 
matters most on this and every day to follow. 

For it is truly Family that is our purpose on this earth 
and in our lives. 

I wish each and every one of you true blessings of 
the Easter Season. 


Once again, spring is here and that means the Easter 
Bunny will be out in full force. I would like to take 
this opportunity and reach out to all and wish every- 
one a very happy and healthy 2011 Easter! Please take 
this blessed time to take a break from our everyday 
life and visit with family and friends. 

I remember my Easter Holidays growing up and 
things have changed, but I still enjoy seeing all of the 
communities and families gather to see as our tribal 
members of all ages scramble to obtain the most eggs! 
During this time, sit back, relax and celebrate this 
holiday as we all look forward to a day filled with fun, 
family, candy and EGGS! ! ! 

I am very proud of our young tribal members and 
implore you to take time and visit with our seniors and 
ask questions about our past, present and definitely 
about our future! ! 


Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead... 1 Peter 1:3 


Shonabisha! 

Mitchell Cypress 
Chairman 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 




Have a very happy and safe Easter, 
President Richard Bowers, Jr 




The Seminole war re-enactors join Seminole Tribal citizen/fellow war re-enactor Billy Walker. 


Naji Tobias 


SHOOTOUT 

From page A1 

“It’s so important for us as Seminoles to 
give and show our side of the story,” Florida 
Seminole Director/Big Cypress Shootout nar- 
rator Brian Zepeda said. “When you learn 
Florida history in the public school system, the 
Seminoles get just two pages in history books 
and it’s not written from our perspective.” 

Zepeda likens the Big Cypress Shootout 
experience to an educational tool for visitors 
who aren’t too familiar with Seminole history. 

“It wasn’t a battle between just men,” 

Zepeda said. “Our women and children were 
actually involved in the battles. It affected ev- 
erybody on our Seminole side, so [the specta- 
tors] get to learn about that when they come 
out.” 

The Big Cypress Shootout, in its fifth 
year at the Billie Swamp Safari, originated 14 
years ago as the Kissimmee Slough Shootout. 

According to Zepeda, the Kissimmee Slough 
Shootout lasted nine years at the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum before the annual reenactment 
event was taken over and renamed by the Billie 
Swamp Safari. 

“You can’t find all this in any book, any- 
where,” Zepeda said of the Big Cypress Shoot- 
out Seminole Tribal re-enactor Tylor Tigertail, right, kills the last U.S. military soldier with a 

' Seminole Tribune Contributing Writer Bri- Tomahawk during the Feb. 26 Big Cypress Shootout’s Second Seminole War re-enactment. 

ana D ’Andrea Contributed to this story. 




Naji Tobias 

Seminole war re-enactors on their horses claim victory over the U.S. military in the Big Cypress 
Shootout’s reenactment on Feb. 26. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Seminole war 
re-enactor Billy Walker shares a storytell- 
ing segment with fellow war re-enactors. 


Music has always been my medicine. 
When I was a youngster, my mom’s lul- 
labies would rock me to sleep and ease 
the pain. I also remember how my dad’s 
eight-track player made our cross-country 
summer treks seem less arduous. The awe- 
some northern songs of the Red Leaf Takoja 
helped me get through the school year, as I 
worked toward the summer pow-wow cir- 
cuit. 

As a teen, the bass of Grandmaster 
Flash and the Furious Five blasting through 
the speakers of my brother’s boom box 
helped me through basketball drills. As I 
stumbled through my college years, Bob 
Marley motivated me while the psychedelic 
melodies of Jerry Garcia and 
the Grateful Dead soothed my 
restless soul. As a single mom, 
my little Dakota and I would 
spend every Saturday night 
dancing in the living room to 
the theme song to “COPS.” 

Now, as a mother of two, who 
is well into her forties, I find 
great comfort in the feminine 
fire power of Mary J. Blige and 
Joss Stone. 

You would think because 
music was always such a big 
part of my conscious life that 
I would have learned to sing, play an instru- 
ment, or at least try karaoke. Not a chance. 
What I did get out of music was, however, 
much more valuable. I grew a powerful 
dedication to the influence of lyrical masters 
and their effect on society. 

As I sat down to write this issue’s col- 
umn, I played the music of those who in- 
spire me today. These words came blasting 
through my speakers and hit me right in the 
soul. “Years ago my people were hunted be- 
cause of where they lived. They were driven 
out of their homes where they have been 
established for many years... one day ter- 
rorists came from overseas. . .they raped and 
pillaged my people... the only options that 
we were left with was fight, surrender, or 
die... we ain’t gonna surrender. We weath- 
ered the storm and through the rain, out of 
the darkness and into the day. . .” The words 
and voices of Zach and Spencer Battiest are 
forever in my head and etched deep into my 
Seminole consciousness. 

I then played Hopi reggae artist, Casper 


Lomayesva’s latest album (the unmastered 
version), and listened to the gut- wrenching 
words of “My Brother’s Keeper,” a song 
written in response to the life, addiction, and 
eventual death of his brother. Lyrics such as, 
“Me warn them about the poison. . .but them 
no listen,” and eventually, “how them build 
their own coffins” will resonate in the cav- 
erns of the listener’s psyche for a long time. 

I decided to dive deeper into native mu- 
sic by listening to Keith Secola’s “Indian 
Carz,” and memories of doing the Snake 
Dance through the Hard Rock Cafe in Wash- 
ington, D.C., on the eve of Obama’s inaugu- 
ration brought a huge smile to my face. 

I followed up by playing the inspiring 
words penned by Micki Free. 
His song “Wounded Knee” is 
as much of an anthem for In- 
dian Country as the Battiests’ 
“The Storm” is for Seminoles. 

I remembered the Tribe’s 
latest project, Seminole Star 
Search, and decided to play 
the music of Paula Bowers- 
Sanchez, Hank Nelson Jr., 
David Billy, Tori Osceola and 
Preston Osceola. Young Pres- 
ton Osceola is my reason for 
staying dedicated to this pro- 
gram. Not only can he play 
the guitar, but he writes and performs his 
own creations! Amazing! 

I am looking forward to the work of 
this year’s winners, Paul Buster & Cow- 
bone, Natomah Robbins, Shelly Tiger, and 
Unconquered Bird Clan. Not to mention 
our 2008 Spotlight Award Winner Stephen 
Chad Billie who is preparing to release his 
CD produced by Prince Markie D! 

Native Music Rocks, an initiative 
whose genesis only dates back to 2008, be- 
gan as a call for artists to showcase what 
they had to offer the world of music. It has 
evolved into the future of Native Music for 
Indian Country and the world of indigenous 
artists. Most importantly it has the potential 
to advance the talent of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. What would our world be like 
without music? What would our life be like 
without the lyrical masters who pose the 
questions, who challenge the establishment 
as well as the established? 

Yes, music is truly the medicine and 
Native Music Rocks! 



TINA OSCEOLA 


SING 

From page A1 

Tori owed a debt of gratitude to Bob 
Germain for making this achievement a 
reality. An astute business man, Germain 
owns several new and used car facilities in 
the Collier/Lee County area and is a main 
stock holder in the Entertainment Com- 
plex in Estero, which bears his name. An 
avid racing enthusiast, Germain has been 
entering vehicles in major competition for 
many years and used his influence to make 
a young girl’s dream a reality. 

Prior to the race, Tori and her family 
were taken on a tour of the pits, talked with 
the drivers and got a first hand look at the 
competitive world of racing. Tori met Todd 
Bodine, driver of the Germain No. 30 and 
had a lengthy conversation with him about 
his car, safety concerns and healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

While singing is her passion, this sev- 
enth grader recognizes the fact that an edu- 
cation is a priority for success. She loves 
studying English and history and is already 
making plans for college. Enhancing her 
musical background, Tori plays piano, cello 
and is taking guitar lessons. 



judy Weeks 

Tori Osceola made her grand entry in a special 
car bearing her name at the Daytona National 
Speedway. 



judy Weeks 

Tori Osceola sings the National Anthem at the opening of the Next Era Energy Resource - 250 
Race at the Daytona National Speedway. 
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Community A 


11th Annual Riverwalk Trust Tribute Honors Tribe for 
Role in City of Fort Lauderdale’s Growth and Development 

BYAIMEE HOYT 
Copy Editor 


FORT LAUDERDALE — More than a dozen Tribal elders came out 
March 10 to Timpano Chophouse & Martini Bar to watch the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida being honored at the 11th annual Riverwalk Trust Tribute. 

The Tribute, presented by the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, hon- 
ored the Tribe for its role in the growth and development of Fort Lauderdale 
and the Riverwalk Park. 

After attending a VIP cocktail reception, the honored guests watched Fort 
Lauderdale Mayor John P. ‘Jack’ Seiler and Commissioner Bobby B. DuBose 
present Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. with a plaque honoring 
the Tribe’s contributions over the past centennial. 

There are three ways to approach thinking about the centennial, Mayor 
Seiler said. He mentioned reflecting on the past, celebrating the present and 
focusing on the future, with the Seminole Tribe remaining through all three. 

“When you look at the history of Fort Lauderdale, the Seminoles came 
before us,” Mayor Seiler said. “And the Seminoles thought beyond them- 
selves. The Seminoles thought that, you know what, this isn’t ours. This be- 
longs to generations.” 

Over 100 years ago, the Seminoles used the New River as a means of 
transportation, exploration and new beginnings. The Stranahan House be- 
came a center of trade, unifying the Tribe and new residents of the city, ac- 
cording to the press release prepared by Riverwalk Trust. 

“I want to thank the Riverwalk Trust because in your name, you have one 
of the four elements,” Osceola Jr. said. “The river is water, and that used to be 
the highway for the Seminoles.” 

Mayor Seiler and Commissioner DuBose offered Osceola Jr. a key to the 
city and proclaimed March 1 0 as Seminole Tribe of Florida Day in the City 
of Fort Lauderdale. 

“The way they approach this community, it’s never about themselves,” 
Mayor Seiler said. “It’s about how do we make this community better. How 
do we make this a stronger Fort Lauderdale?” 

Without the Tribe, the city would not have the great downtown, the Riv- 


erwalk or the river, he said. 

“Sometimes I say I get too much credit. I’m a reflection of my elders 
right here,” Osceola Jr. said, motioning to the elders lining the stage. 

He said the elders taught him the importance of sharing with all people, 
adding that the Tribe’s success is a reflection of people’s generosity. 

“It’s not about the Tribe and it’s not about the city — it’s about all of us,” 
he continued. “Working together will make this another great hundred years 
that we can celebrate together.” 



Aimee Hoyt 

Fort Lauderdale Mayor John P. ‘Jack’ Seiler, right, and Commissioner Bobby B. Du- 
Bose, center, present Hollywood/Fort Pierce Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. with 
a plaque honoring the Seminole Tribe of Florida at the 11th annual Riverwalk Trust 
Tribute March 10 at Timpano Chophouse & Martini Bar in Fort Lauderdale. 


Tribal Council Convenes for 
Special Meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council convened at the 
Tribal Headquarters on the Hollywood Reservation Feb. 22 for 
a special session passing resolutions on the consent and regular 
agendas including: 

• Water and Wastewater agreement between the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and the city of Coconut Creek for Tract 65 in the Com- 
merce Center of Coconut Creek. 

• Addition to Tribal Truancy Committee Policy and Procedure. 

• Approval of revised Tribal Athlete Scholarship Program and 
Procedures. 

• Approval of Panther Paws Enterprises, Inc. service agreement 
for housing services. 

• Approval of agreement with Urban Building Systems, Inc. for 
the Brighton Charter School classrooms addition in the Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation, Glades County, Fla. 

• U.S. Department of Homeland Security - Fiscal Year 2010 Fire 
Prevention and Safety Grant application; ratification. 

• Grant of easement for right-of-way to Florida Power & Light 
Company for Osceola Circle East Tribal Housing Development - 
Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation. 

• Approval of agreement between John’s Place, Inc. and the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida. 

• Approval of Election Board Members for general election - May 
9, 2011. 

• Approval of agreement between the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Rapid Roofer, Inc. for roof replacement work at buildings 
located in the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; Limited 
wavier of sovereign immunity. 



Naji Tobias 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Pedro Zepeda shows Tampa Reservation senior Bobby Henry a 
touchtable screen that explains the different parts of a gun and how it works at the March 11 VIP 
grand opening of the Tools of War exhibit. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Tools of War 
Exhibit Displays Weaponry Used in 
Seminole Warfare 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A special piece of Seminole Tribal history has been officially 
unveiled at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, as the Tribal facility hosted a grand opening of 
its Tools of War exhibit from March 11-12. 

The Tribal citizens’ exclusive VIP viewing, which took place on March 1 1, provided 
a relatively introspective experience for those who took a tour of the museum’s new 
exhibit. 

A host of Tools of War-related gallery items were on display for the VIP viewers, 
including a gun anatomy interactive device geared toward showing individuals a variety 
of weapons used in the three Seminole Wars of the 19th century. A plethora of weaponry 
used in those battles was also readily available for the VIP viewers - which also included 
museum members - to see at the new gallery. 

Hollywood Tribal citizen David Dehass and his two young sons, Daniel and Hunter 
Dehass, shared a bonding moment together at the Tribal citizens’ Tools of War grand 
opening on March 1 1 . 

The three, who jointly viewed weapons such as a .44 cal Colt Revolver pistol and an 
1838 Waters Single Shot pistol, were seen engaging into a discussion on how their Tribal 
ancestors fought to preserve the lands they now are proud owners of. 

“I just wanted my boys to see the stuff we had to fight with,” Dehass said. “We 
started out with whatever we could get - bows, arrows and knives. What we took from 
them [the U.S. soldiers], we used it on them. I tell my sons about the war stories my 
grandmother [the late Mable Frank Tiger] told me. I wanted them to see and understand 
that everything they were told is real.” 

Meanwhile, as Big Cypress Tribal citizen Rowdey Osceola tried on a replica of the 
Seminole warrior backpack - it weighed over 25 lbs. - he recalled how life was as a 
Seminole back in those war times. 

“We have to understand the history of what we [as Seminoles] had to go through,” 
Osceola said. “I could imagine how difficult it was for the Seminole warriors to carry 
all that war gear in their bags. We had to do a lot of training back then so we could get 
prepared to go into battle. It was tough.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum curator of exhibits Saul Drake, who played an integral role 
in the year-long construction of the Tools of War exhibit, delved into the historical im- 
portance of making this creation available for the Tribal citizens and the viewing public. 

“We wanted to display that despite overwhelming odds the Seminole faced, they 
were successful,” Drake said. “They didn’t leave Florida. From the remnants that re- 
mained here after the third Seminole war, it grew from there and that’s why the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida is where it’s at today.” 

The Tools of War exhibit also features the Seminole War timeline, which gives 
viewers a chance to learn extensively about how the Seminole wars played a significant 
role in the Tribe’s illustrious history. 

Hollywood Tribal citizen Stephen Bowers, along with fellow Tribal citizen Moses 
‘Big Shot’ Jumper,’ gave a keynote address at the March 12 general public grand open- 
ing. Bowers shared his thoughts on the exhibit’s place in history. “It allows people to see 
our own people and hear about our history from the three Seminole wars,” said Bowers, 
who gave the general public visitors an account of several individual Seminole Indian 
war veterans such as Moses Jumper and Howard Tiger. 

“The displays at the museum were very accurate. It’s great to see detailed informa- 
tion on who was involved and what was used in Seminole wars. A lot of people have read 
about the wars, but it’s another thing to actually see it in public.” 

The Tools of War Exhibit will be on display from now until January 15, 2012. For 
more information, contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 863-902-1113 or visit the In- 
ternet at www.ahtahthiki.com. 

See more photos on page A4 


Tribe Launches Nationwide Seminole Cigarette Brand 


BY NAJI TO BIAS 
Staff Reporter 

SOUTH BOSTON, Va. — Tribal World Ambassador Joe Dan 
Osceola once envisioned the Tribe’s ownership of a tobacco entity. 

For the Tribal entrepreneur and his Tribe, the long-held dream 
- it was primarily conceived by an idea from Osceola in 2008 - 
came true in the form of a nationwide Seminole cigarette launch 
on March 9. 

Joe Dan Osceola, along wife Virginia Osceola, daughter Mer- 
cedes Osceola-Hahn, President Richard Bowers Jr. and Big Cypress 
Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., represented the Tribal citizens 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal World Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola signs his autograph on a Semi- 
nole cigarette branded poster at the March 9 launch presentation and lun- 
cheon in South Boston, Va. 


in what was truly a celebratory gathering at the Firebird Manufac- 
turing facility in South Boston, Va. 

Upon arrival at the tobacco plant, the five Tribal representa- 
tives were heartily greeted by the likes of business partner Tom 
Henry, Seminole Brands CEO Charles F. Fuller and South Boston 
Mayor Carroll Thackston in this historic occasion. Following a mo- 
ment of photo opportunities, the group took an extensive tour of the 
tobacco facility, where the first run of Seminole Cigarettes was set 
to launch on that day. 

Fuller offered his take on the Tribe’s official ownership entry 
into the tobacco business. "We are looking forward to a long and 
prosperous partnership with the Seminole Tribe of Florida in the 
tobacco industry,” Fuller said. “This new product is an exciting ad- 
dition to our brands. It is an extremely high quality, value-driven 
cigarette, and we predict that it, like the Seminole, will prove to be 
’unconquered’ by the competition!’’ 

The Tribal representatives were afforded an exclusive first look 
of how the tobacco product was processed in the South Boston, Va. 
plant facility, which included the machine refining, purifying and 
packaging of the newly launched Seminole Cigarettes. 

The tour concluded with the autograph signings of each Semi- 
nole Cigarette carton at the plant by the five Tribal representatives. 

Joe Dan Osceola expounded on his excitement for the Tribe’s 
cigarette brand launch. “Our tribe is called the ‘Unconquered Tribe’ 
because out of all the Indian nations throughout America, only the 
Seminoles remained unconquered by the United States govern- 
ment,” the Ambassador said. “With that in mind, we desired to cre- 
ate a bold new product that reflects our spirit. It will show the pride 
we have in our heritage and our homeland.” 

Joe Dan Osceola, a direct Tribal descendant of Seminole War- 
rior Osceola, pitched the business idea to a host of executives from 
Cherokee Brands about three years ago. The then-potential partner- 
ship between the Tribe and Cherokee Brands later blossomed into 
a reality, thus making the Tribe’s business venture possible today. 

During the special cigarette launch presentation, Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn shared her thoughts on what the move meant for the 
Tribe. “If you noticed anything about my dad [Joe Dan Osceola], 
he’s a very proud person. Originally, he wanted to put his face on 
the wrapping. But I’m just glad the Tribe has undertaken this huge 
endeavor. I can’t wait to see how far it goes.” 

Tom Henry, who attended Georgetown University (Ky.) with 
Joe Dan Osceola, talked about his appreciation for Joe Dan Osceola 
and the Tribe’s efforts to advance in the business world. 

“Joe Dan, what you have endeavored and started out with, 
you’ve always held on it with a grip and wouldn’t let go,” Henry 
said to the Tribal ambassador, who he considered as a “brother” at 
the luncheon presentation. 

“Like President Richard Bowers, you want what’s best for the 
Seminole Tribe, which is a [group of about 3,500] people that we 
can thank God for in our history as Americans,” Henry continued. 

Please see SEMINOLE on page A4 


One of Tribe's First Presidents William 'Bill' Osceola 
Honored at Annual Luncheon in Hollywood 


BYAIMEE HOYT 
Copy Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — One of the Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida’s first presidents, the late William “Bill” Osceola was 
honored for his leadership and achievements at a commem- 
orative luncheon hosted by President Richard Bowers Jr. 
Feb. 23 at the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. 

Following the national President’s Day holiday, the lun- 
cheon also honored all presidents who served the Tribe, in- 
cluding former presidents in attendance Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Joe Dan Osceola and Moses Osceola. Other past 
presidents were Frank Billie, Howard Tiger, Fred Smith and 
Cecil Johns. 

“Hopefully I can fill the shoes of the past presidents,” 
President Bowers Jr. said following a prayer led by Joe 
Osceola Sr. and a video presentation from Seminole Media 
Productions. 

Former president Bill was bom on June 30, 1919 in the 
Everglades to Jimmy and Mary Osceola. Although he grew 
up without formal schooling, he became an important politi- 
cal and spiritual leader who fought for the preservation of 
the Tribe. 

“I remember seeing Bill always busy, always working,” 
Bill’s nephew and former president Moses Osceola said. 
“Bill, of course, had a big heart for his people.” 

That big heart, along with a steadfast dedication to 

Please see PRESIDENT on page A4 



Aimee Hoyt 

From left, Wanda Bowers, Yvonne Courtney, Judy-Bill Osceola, Priscilla Sayen, 
Marcellus Osceola and President Richard Bowers Jr. honor former president Bill 
Osceola. President Bowers Jr. presented the family members with a custom-made 
plaque and Tribal Board flag in honor of Bill. 
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Seminole Fire Rescue Holds Live Fire 
Training Session in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

Seminole Fire Rescue firefighters from Big Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood recap all that transpired 
at a Feb. 16 live fire training session in Big Cypress. The two-hour training, assembled primarily by 
Seminole Fire Rescue Training Chief Joe Sorrentino, featured a simulation of real structure fires at the 
Fire Rescue’s Structure Fire Training Prop. According to Seminole Fire Rescue Deputy Fire Chief David 
Casey, there were two simulation training rounds, which included the firefighters’ entrance into the 
training prop in the building fire. With limited to no visibility, firefighters had to navigate through the 
smoke, locate the fire and extinguish it with a water hose and fire extinguisher. 


Big Cypress District 
Chief George Asencio ex- 
its following a crew that 
“rescued” a mannequin 
after searching in the 
dense smoke on the sec- 
ond floor. The Seminole 
Fire Rescue held a series 
of live fire trainings from 
Mondays to Thursdays in 
February and March. 

Seminole Fire Rescue Deputy 
Fire Chief David Casey 



PRESIDENT 

From page A3 

the Tribe, pushed Bill to help establish a con- 
stitutional committee and a corporate board to 
fight for the Tribe’s preservation. 

“The federal government would not give 
us money until we had a formal government, so 
that’s what Bill and the committee were work- 
ing on,” Moses said. 

Bill’s oldest daughter, Judy-Bill Osceola, 
recalled traveling with her father and sister 
Priscilla Sayen to the different reservations to 
obtain signatures for developing a constitution 
to bring to Washington, D.C. 

“He said, ‘[Tribal members] can’t survive 
on arts and crafts alone. We have to get them 
jobs,’ ” Judy-Bill said. 

Chairman Cypress said that Bill was also 
responsible for leading him into politics by tak- 
ing him to Washington. 

“One day he said, Tack up and we’ll go 
to Washington,’ ” Chairman Cypress said. “He 
paved the road for us to go to Washington, and 
now that’s where we have to go to get things 
done.” 

Due to efforts from Bill and the committee 
and board, the Seminole Tribe Charter and by- 
laws were signed by 1957, enabling the federal 
recognition of the Tribe. 

Bill later became the second president of 
the Board of Directors where he was instru- 
mental in establishing the Okalee Indian Vil- 
lage, the Seminole Arts and Crafts, the first 


all-Indian Rodeo and the textile factories in Big 
Cypress and Brighton, said daughter Yvonne 
Courtney. 

“Reverend Bill Osceola, always guided by 
the Holy Spirit of God, was determined to help 
his people gain the tools needed to survive in 
a non-Indian world.” Yvonne said. “While still 
maintaining being an Indian, he was a Christian 
first.” 

She said he also spearheaded the move- 
ment for modern conveniences and created 
profitable businesses on the reservations, which 
allowed Tribal members to become more finan- 
cially independent. 

While the Tribe’s budget was small in the 
beginning, money was not the greatest concern 
for Bill, Moses said. 

“What was in Bill’s heart was taking our 
Tribe forward,” Moses said. “Bill was not only 
concerned for our well-being, he was also con- 
cerned for our spiritual well-being.” 

Like their father, who served multiple 
terms as president, Bill’s children have also 
continued to serve the Tribe by working in vari- 
ous departments over the years. 

Daughter Priscilla, secretary of Tribal 
Council and Corporate Board of Directors said, 
“I think that’s a legacy to our mother and father 
that their children have kept on the legacy of 
serving the Seminole Tribe.” 

Judy-Bill said, “In spite of all he did, [the 
Bible] is more important to him.” 

She said, “I thank the Lord and ask every- 
one to pray for our Seminole Tribal leaders. If 
we all do that, I know our Tribe will heal.” 


More photos from Tools of War exhibit 



Naji Tobias 

To conclude the two-day Tools of War grand opening festivities at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, the Semi- 
nole Re-enactors, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum staff, Tribal guest speaker Stephen Bowers and a host of visi- 
tors share a shining moment together outside at a Seminole camp presentation on March 12. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen/poet/historian Moses ‘Big Shot’ Jumper 
was one of two Seminole keynote speakers - Tribal citi- 
zen Stephen Bowers was the other - at the general public 
grand opening of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Tools of 
War exhibit. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen David Dehass, 
center, shows one of his son’s 8-year-old 
Daniel Dehass the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um’s Tools of War gallery of pistols used 
in the Seminole Wars of the 19th century. 



Naji Tobias 


The Big Cypress Cattle and Range Department, with Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr., Veterinarian John Yelvington and Tribal 
Board President Richard Bowers Jr., are relishing in a hard day’s work at the cow pen site of Bowers Sr. in Big Cypress on March 10. The Big 
Cypress Tribal Board Rep. owns over 60 calves, 28 heifers and 32 steers - good for about 94 total pounds of cattle that he owns. The cattle 
vaccinations took place at the cow pen sites of 28 cattle owners in Big Cypress and about 32 cattle owners in Brighton throughout the month 
of March, according to Bowers, Sr. “You have to treat the animals like they’re babies,” Bowers Sr. said. “They need shots to protect them from 
any diseases out there.” 


President Bowers Visits Tribe's Annual Cattle 
Vaccinations at Big Cypress Cattle and Range 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Cattle and Range employees Randy Rueda, left, David Rojas, center 
and Ivan BruisedHead, right are administering a worming vaccination shot to a 
calf at the squeeze shoot, owned by Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bow- 
ers Sr., at the March 10 cattle vaccination drive. This calf is also ear-tagged for 
identification purposes. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Paulette Bowers is pushing a 
herd of heifer calves into a processing hopper at the cow 
pen site of her father, Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Paul 
Bowers Sr. 


SEMINOLE 

From page A3 

“The Seminoles will never run last and 
they don’t run scared at all. They run right out 
front. . .They’re making lives better for people 
all across America and the world.” 

The Seminole Cigarettes, which feature 
a high-quality blend of flue-cured and burley, 
will be processed in Wilson, N.C. and will be 
produced by Firebird Manufacturing in South 
Boston, Va. The Tribe’s cigarette packs, 
which are designed in the Florida red, yel- 
low and black colors, will soon be available 
in shelves throughout the state of Florida and 
the entire Southeastern U.S. region. 

“I’ve seen cigarettes being made many 
times before, but this one is really special 
because it’s made to be Seminole cigarettes,” 
President Bowers said. “This is the beginning 
of a historic partnership. Hopefully, we could 
be very successful with this business venture 
and go into more endeavors in the future.” 

The Florida launch of Seminole Ciga- 
rettes is slated to convene on April 7 at the 
Hard Rock Cafe in Hollywood. 

For more information, call the Seminole 
Brands sales office at 866-482-2760 or visit 
www.semcigs.com. 



Standing together in 
business unity outside 
of the South Boston, Va.- 
based Firebird Manufac- 
turing tobacco plant on 
March 9 are Big Cypress 
Tribal Board Rep. Paul 
Bowers, Sr., Tribal World 
Ambassador/Entrepre- 
neur Joe Dan Osceola, CB 
Holdings, LLC President/ 
CEO Charles “Chuck” F. 
Fuller and Tribal Board 
President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. The foursome 
spend a moment to- 
gether after taking a full 
tour of the plant facility, 
which is largely respon- 
sible for the product 
launch of the Seminole 
cigarette brand. 


Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

The Tribal business family of Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, her father, Joe 
Dan Osceola and her mother, Virginia Osceola are all smiles as they 
show off the official nationwide launch of the Seminole cigarette brand 
at the March 9 special presentation in South Boston, Va. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal Board President Richard Bowers, Jr. signs an autograph at 
the Seminole Cigarette nationwide launch ceremony on March 9 in 
South Boston, Va. 




Photo above, The Seminole cigarette cartons, cre- 
ated at the Firebird Manufacturing plant in South 
Boston, Va., are designed with the Tribal colors in 
mind - red, yellow, black and white. 

Left photo, President Richard Bowers, Jr., second 
from left, feels the refined tobacco blend, with Tribal 
Board Rep. Paul Bowers, Sr., left, Virginia Osceola, 
center, Joe Dan Osceola, second from right and CB 
Holdings, LLC President/CEO Charles “Chuck” F. 
Fuller, right, looking on in excitement. 

Naji Tobias 
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The Brighton 
Reservation’s 
Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Charter 
School wins 
Most Original 
Float honors at 
the parade. 

Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 

The Seminole Fashion Show, which featured several Brighton Tribal citizens, was a way to show the Chalo Nitka crowd the importance and 
significance of how Seminole clothing is worn as it pertains to the Tribal culture and tradition. 


Seminole Tribe Stands Out at 
63rd Annual Chalo Nitka Festival 



Naji Tobias 

Former Tribal Chairman James Billie served as the Chalo 
Nitka Festival’s master of ceremonies. 



Naji Tobias 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress sits on top of a gussied-up Ford F-Series pickup 
truck as he waves to onlookers at the Chalo Nitka Parade. Cypress recalled a 
time in his early life when he and his fellow Tribal citizens from Big Cypress used 
to come to the annual festival by a cattle truck. “Those were the good old days,” 
Chairman Cypress said. “Chalo Nitka started when I was born, in 1947. The Tribe 
was here since it began, but we stepped away for a while. Now that we’re back, 
it’s just like old times. This is a time for everyone to reconnect with their old 
friends and enjoy each other.” 



Naji Tobias 

The 63rd annual Chalo Nitka Festival, held March 5 in Moore Haven, 
featured a special parade down Avenue J as Brighton/Tampa Tribal 
Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. served as the event’s grand mar- 
shal. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Chalo Nitka event co-coordinator Alvin Ward (Glades 
County) presents Brighton/Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr. with a special plaque for the Brighton Reservation’s con- 
tribution to this year’s festival. 



Naji Tobias 


The Seminole Tribal royalty court makes an appearance at this year’s Chalo Nitka Festival 



Naji Tobias 

Seminole Tribal citizens and non-Indians show off their unity and camaraderie wearing Seminole jackets 
in support of the culture-sharing occasion. 


COPPEDGE 

From page A1 

Tribe and SMP] wanted to recog- 
nize him and his troop over there 
and just give them a chance to for- 
get about the war a little bit.” 

Fort Pierce Liaison Sally 
Tommie also took time during the 
program to shed light on the on- 
going Native American Veterans 
Memorial Initiative. Speaking on 
behalf of Tribal Council Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, she spoke 
about rallying support for the es- 
tablishment of a Native American 
soldier to be represented along 
with the African-American, Asian 


and Caucasian soldiers currently 
on display at the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C. 

The military service of 
Coppedge dates back to 2001, 
when he completed basic training 
in Fort Benning, Ga. He was then 
assigned to Alpha Company 2nd 
Battalion, 30th Infantry in Fort 
Polk, La. He has served two pri- 
or tours in the Middle East from 
2006 to 2008. After an honorable 
discharge with the rank of E5, he 
reenlisted with the Army Reserves 
for his most recent stretch. 

Coppedge remains the only 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal 
citizen actively serving in the 
military. 



SGT. GABRIEL COPPEDGE 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Family members of Army Sgt. and Seminole Tribe member Gabriel Coppedge anxiously await his appearance 
via live streaming video. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Gabriel, 5-year-old son of Coppedge, says hello to his 
father. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The Coppedge family is interviewed by the local media. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of the Red Boys Native pow-wow singers of Saskatchewan, Canada 
perform on stage as part of opening ceremonies for the event. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Seminole Star Search Program Executive Di- 
rector Tina Osceola talks about the positive 
impact of the song. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Tribal musical artists Spencer and Zach Battiest together before their live The Battiest brothers are joined by family members after their performance, 
performance of their hit original single ‘The Storm’ on March 10 at the Seminole Star 
Search Theater. 



Tribal Musical Duo Zach and Spencer Battiest Shine at The Storm' Listening Party 


BY CHRIS C . J ENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal musical duo of Zach and Spencer 
Battiest celebrated the release of their debut music single “The Storm” 
at the Seminole Star Search Theater to a packed house March 10. 

Their Seminole Tribe-inspired tribute is the first release for the 
group paying homage to the Battiest family, with an emphasis on their 
ancestry, culture and personal lives. 

Both performed the song live in front of family and friends mark- 
ing the completion of a collaboration three years in the making. 

“We made this song because the people [Tribal community] were 
asking us to write something,” brother and producer Zach also known 
as “Doc” said. 

“When it came time to write a song [involving the Tribe] we did 
not take it lightly,” song co-writer Spencer said. 

The pair said the song was inspired by their grandmother Judy 
Baker and was produced in Zach’s Midnight Studios on the Hollywood 
Reservation during a nighttime recording session. The lyrics depict the 
Tribe’s emotional and historical trials, survival, resistance and perse- 
verance during the Seminole Wars and highlight a theme of power and 
unity in present day. It is currently available for purchase on iTunes and 
atAmazon.com. 

“When there is a purpose and the stars align, everything can flow 
like a faucet,” Zach said of the creative process involved. “The message 


is telling our version of our history, kind of from the horse’s mouth.” 

Zach, 22, is the older sibling and a married father of one who is 
known for his music producing, writing, dancing, rapping, drumming 
and percussion skills. 

Spencer, 20, a resident of Hollywood, Fla. and Hollywood, Calif, 
has continued to gain national attention as an up-and-coming R & B 
crooner. He made a splash at the age of 14 being named “The Best Teen 
Male Artist” at the International Presentation of Performers (IPOP) tal- 
ent show. 

The song marks their first official recording together, but is one of 
their many performances over the years as they mutually began per- 
forming in a touring gospel show in their youth. 

Proud father Henry Battiest (also known as Junior) was among the 
family, friends and supporters on hand. 

“As a father it makes me proud. We [as a Tribe] have been in this 
industry a long time, for almost a hundred years. I was a little nervous 
for them but I think it was great,” he said. 

Tina Osceola, Seminole Star Search program executive director 
and Native Music Rocks Records president, spoke highly of them after 
their performance. 

“These two young men are magical. They are our tomorrow,” she 
said. “This song is going to endure for eternity. It says it all; it is our 
anthem.” 

For more information, visit seminolestarsearch.com, nativemusi- 
crocksrecords.com or e-mail starsearch@semtribe.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Zach and Spencer Battiest perform ‘The Storm’ on stage. 


Seminole Star Search Music Camp 
Showcases Talent of Tribal Youth 



i ^ 1 

Prince Markie Dee discusses hip hop mu- Adina Loochkartt 


sic and song writing with the teens during Micki Free, right, director of the Star Search program, talks to 2009 Star 
the camp. Search Winner Preston Osceola about his journey in the program after he 

performed his original song ‘Protected.’ 



Adina Loochkartt 

Zach ‘Doc’ Battiest, left, and Spencer Battiest perform their new single ‘The Storm’ at the Star Search Music Camp 
organized March 5 in Okalee Indian Village. 
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Naji Tobias 

About 40 Natives from all over the United States and Japan spend the weekend of March 11-13 at the 12th annual Flute Retreat 
in Big Cypress. Here, the Native participants share a peaceful and tranquil moment on March 12 near a Chickee hut. 


Natives From All Over U.S. and Japan Gather at 
Billie Swamp Safari for 12th Annual Flute Retreat 


Far left photo, 
Sonny Nevaqua- 
ya, Native flutist 
and organizer of 
the 12th annual 
Flute Retreat, 
plays a flute tune 
for peace and 
tranquility. 

Left photo, Hol- 
lywood Tribal 
citizen Jackie 
Osceola decides 
to create a snake 
beadwork-de- 
signed bracelet, 
in red, yellow, 
black and white 
beads. 

Naji Tobias 



Hollywood Tribal citizen Jaden 
Bankston, 10, left, takes lessons 
on the creation of a beaded fish 
critter from beadwork artist Debi 
Lowe, right, at the 12th annual 
Flute Retreat on March 12. Lowe 
briefly discussed how she helped 
Bankston out with his project. 
“We’re following the steps to 
make his beading project, which 
consists of numbering the beads, 
bead colors and steps to get it 
done,” Lowe said of Bankston. 
“It’s a little frustrating for young 
people because you have to pay 
attention to the beadwork and 
wires. But once you start to gain 
patience and finish your project, 
you feel good about yourself.” 

Naji Tobias 
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DIRECTV technician Mark Vogelsang, left, troubleshoots an HD channel connection problem for BC 
resident Gary Waggerby at his home on March 2. 


Message from STOF DIRECTV 
Customer Service Coordinator Diane O’Donnell: 

“Our customer service staff is here to save you 
time, stress and money. We can assist Tribal Mem- 
bers with all their DIRECTV issues. 

Many times we resolve a problem over the phone, 
or we may contact DIRECTV for them to resolve bill- 
ing errors. We schedule service calls, add special 
programming requested, and provide additional or 
upgraded equipment. When taking applications for 
STOF DIRECTV, we explain everything the program 
has to offer. We work continually to verify and 
maintain all our customers’ information, making 
sure they are getting the most from the program. 
Our department also handles senior satellite/cable 
benefits, paying up to $125 per month of approved 
fees. We try to provide a level of assistance that is 
not found anywhere else, far above the norm, and 
with a smile too. 

Thank you for being our customer!” 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal homeowner Bobbie Billie, left, and her son, Alex Cypress, receive 
a DIRECTV tutorial from technician Mark Vogelsang, right, at a March 2 installation 
visit. 


STOF DIRECTV - NOT JUST A GREAT DEAL, YOUR DEAL 





113-STOF 


PREPARED BY SMP STAFF 

The STOF DIRECTV program is not just a service 
offered by the Tribe. It’s simply a great deal. 

When one does not have to worry about the cable 
bill, but still gets to view more than 210 channels, in- 
cluding the Tribe’s only channel, that’s one irrefutable 
offer. 


Naji Tobias 

DIRECTV technician Mark Vogelsand, left, stands with 
Chris Sanchez in Big Cypress on Feb. 7. 


The Tribe has facilitated subscriptions to DIREC- 
TV at low or no cost to Tribal citizens for five years. 

“Our customer service staff is here to save you time, 
stress and money,” says Diane O’Donnell, customer ser- 
vice DIRECTV coordinator. 

“We can assist Tribal Members with all their DI- 
RECTV issues. Many times we resolve a problem over 
the phone, or we may contact DIRECTV for them to 
resolve billing errors,” she adds. 

O’Donnell says the department schedules service 
calls, adds special programming requested, and pro- 
vides additional or upgraded equipment. 

WHY STOF DIRECTV IS THE BEST CHOICE: 

• In December the Tribe upgraded its agreement 
with DIRECTV for discounted bulk programming to Choice 
Xtra, now providing 210 channels plus locals. 

• The Tribe covers the discounted rate of $28.99 per 
month (regular price is $65.99) STOF citizens, who sign up 
for DIRECTV through SMP only pay for additional requested 
upgrades. 

• Access to the Seminole Channel, broadcasting 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursdays. Channel 575 can be viewed 
only with STOF DIRECTV. 

• New, first time, customers are provided free instal- 
lation, which includes a satellite dish, basic receiver, and all 
parts and labor. 

• Since the Tribe has its own DIRECTV staff, which 
includes technicians and office personnel, service is fast, 
in most cases same or next day appointments, with no 
monthly maintenance fees (regular $5.99 per month). 

• If you already have DIRECTV, but did not order it 
through the Tribe, you can have your account assigned to 
the Tribe’s program and join in on the savings. 

• We service Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood, Im- 
mokalee, Tampa, Naples, Fort Pierce, the Trial and nearby 
off-rez customers in Florida, call to see if we can help you. 

You may reach our customer service 
at 954-985-5703. 


“When taking applications for STOF DIRECTV, 
we explain everything the program has to offer. We 
work continually to verify and maintain all of our cus- 
tomers’ information in order for them to get the most 
from the program. 

“Our department also handles senior satellite/cable 
benefits, paying up to $125 per month of approved fees. 
We try to provide a level of assistance that is not found 
anywhere else, far above the norm, and with a smile 
too!” 

One of the many advantages in subscribing to 
STOF DIRECTV is that in addition the 210-plus chan- 
nels, Tribal citizens have access to the Seminole Chan- 
nel, channel 575, which broadcasts from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays, only with STOF DIRECTV. 

Peter Osceola-Hahn, of the Hollywood Reservation 
began receiving STOF DIRECTV service in 2007. 


“They [STOF DIRECTV] have always been very 
speedy in their service and have always been very cour- 
teous to me,” Osceola-Hahn says. 

“Those I have met and dealt with have been very 
professional and I have had no problems.” 

He says overall it has been a very 
satisfactory experience and the Tribe has 
done very well in providing this service. 

Fort Pierce Tribal citizen Margaret 
Wilcox joined the program when she 
moved into Chupco’s Landing. 

“It is really to our advantage, we 
couldn’t get no other service out here,” Wilcox says of 
her family subscribing to STOF DIRECTV services. 

“The program really helps Tribal members out fi- 
nancially,” she says. Remember, the Tribe covers the 
discounted rate of $28.99 per month (regular price is 
$65.99). And STOF citizens, who sign up for DIREC- 
TV through SMP only pay for additional requested up- 
grades. 

Wilcox says the service in general is great and when 
they encounter a problem the technician gets the job 


done ASAP. 

“He’s on time, he’s here when he says he will be.” 

Trail Office Manager Michael Cantu has STOF DI- 
RECTV service at this Miami home. 

“I like the fact that DIRECTV offers the Seminole 
Channel to us as Tribal citizens. I like how the Seminole 
Channel keeps us current with all the different Tribal 
citizens at all the reservations,” he says. 

The fact that the Seminole Channel is exclusive to 
Tribal citizens only is a wonderful thing for the Tribe, 
Cantu added. 

“The customer service is great because the em- 
ployees do whatever it takes to keep me satisfied,” 
he says. “I have no complaints.” 

Hollywood senior Alice Tucker has enjoyed 
the services of STOF DIRECTV for three years. 

She says she used to be a Comcast customer before 
switching to STOF DIRECTV. 

“I think they [STOF DIRECTV] are pretty ex- 
cellent, I have not had any problems with them,” 
Tucker says. “Their customer service is excellent, 
also. And if they do not resolve your problem in a 
matter of hours it will be in a matter of days.” 

O’Donnell explains why the STOF DIRECTV 
staff is able to offer such prompt response. 

“Since the Tribe has its own STOF DIRECTV 
staff, which includes technicians and office person- 
nel, service is fast, in most cases same- or next- 
day appointments, with no monthly maintenance 
fees, which are regularly $5.99 per month,” 
O’Donnell says. 

STOF DIRECTV services Big Cy- 
press, Brighton, Hollywood, Immokalee, 
Tampa, Naples, Fort Pierce, the Trail and 
nearby off-rez customers in Florida. 

Tampa Tribal citizen Gladys Guzman 
says she is satisfied with the service for the 
price she pays. 

“You can’t go wrong,” she says. “Ev- 
ery time I’ve had a problem they are always 
quick to come and fix it.” 

The Seminole Channel gives high- 
lights of what goes on in the Tribal com- 
munities, says Big Cypress Tribal citizen 
Janice Osceola. “It gives all of our Tribal 
members a chance to see each other on TV 
Tribal wide,” she added. “Maybe some of 
our Tribal members haven’t seen one of 
their friends for a while, but it’s a good 
thing for them when they get to see them- 
selves on the Seminole Channel.” 

Janice Osceola is also a STOF DIREC- 
TV customer. 

“Even though we only have two techs 
[technicians], they do a good job of keeping 
up with all the work orders that come in. 

I’m happy with the service they provide us 
here [in Big Cypress] at the Tribe.” 

O’Donnell says the STOF DIRECTV 
department also handles senior satellite/ca- 
ble benefits, paying up to $125 per month 
of approved fees. 

“Me being a senior, the Tribe pays my 
bill if it’s up to $125 per month,” Janice 
Osceola says. “If it goes over, or if I order a 
special program, then I have to pay the dif- 
ference. I’m very happy with that.” 

“Diane [O’Donnell] is very good at 
what she does. She and her staff do great 
work. They make sure all of our needs are 
met as quickly as possible,” Janice Osceola says. 

In December the Tribe upgraded their agree- 
ment with DIRECTV for discounted bulk pro- 
gramming to Choice Xtra, now providing 2 1 0-plus 
channels locals. 

Janice Osceola says that all Tribal citizens who 
have STOF DIRECTV like the bulk rate. 

“Who doesn’t like to save money?” Osceola 
says. 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Corinna Frank- 
Sanchez recently received a replacement remote 
control for her living room’s DIRECTV receiver. 

She had noticed a delay on her remote control when 
changing a television channel or the volume. Satel- 
lite supervisor Mark Vogelsang visited Frank-San- 
chez’ home in Big Cypress on Feb. 7, and it took 
him less than 20 minutes to fix the problem. Frank- 


Sanchez had a wide grin on her face after receiving a 
replacement remote control. 

“We’re pretty much satisfied with the work our 
staff does on our homes,” Frank-Sanchez says. “Mark 
[Vogelsang] is very friendly, courteous and efficient. He 


gets right down to the problem at hand and takes care of 
it as quick as he can.” 

Corey Billie, of Naples, says he is very pleased with 
the STOF DIRECTV program, which he has been en- 
joying for about two years. 

“I live off the reservation, so for them to drive all 
the way out here it is really great,” Billie says. 

Corey says he has called for a technician three 
times. One time he called first thing in the morning and 
a technician was at his home that afternoon. The other 
two times when he needed assistance the 
technician was there the very next day, 
which he says is still great fast service, 
considering he lives in Naples. 

“Jose [STOF DIRECTV technician] 
is very professional, he always listens to 
whatever problem I have,” he says. “Ev- 
ery time I call I get a quick response.” 

Billie says he doesn’t take the offer for granted. 

“I get to watch TV for free. You can’t beat it. I have 
to say thank you.” 

Brighton Tribal citizen Amos Tiger has enjoyed 
STOF DIRECTV services since the program was intro- 
duced to Tribal members. 

“You get better rates, better benefits, an in-house 
technician, it is really quality control,” Tiger says. 

“Having an in-house technician you’re able to get 


things done on a personal basis. Jose [Garcia, satellite 
technician] and I get a long great.” 

When asked about the service and any technical is- 
sues, he says, “I don’t have problems, I have solutions.” 
- meaning Jose is right there with a solution. 


Naji Tobias 

DIRECTV technician Mark Vogelsand replaced the remote 
control for Big Cypress Tribal citizen Corinna Frank-Sanchez 
on Feb. 7. 


He says STOF DIRECTV’s program is really the 
cheaper way to go and he was offered the best service 
he has had. He says he switched to Dish Network for 
two weeks and says he fought with them from the very 
beginning with the installation. He had it for two weeks 
and went right back to STOF DIRECTV. 

O’Donnell explains how first-time, customers are 
provided free installation, which includes a satellite 
dish, basic receiver, and all parts and labor. 
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The Tribe offers a great DIRECTV satellite TV program to all Tribal Citizens who sign up for it through Seminole 
Broadcasting. Many thought this was only a benefit available to our seniors, NO, it'is not! DIFfECTV’s Choice Xtra 
Digital package has 21 0+ channels, including your locals, and is paid for by the Tribe. We also offer you the Seminole 
Channel, broadcast each Thursday between 5:00 - 7:00 PM on DIRECTV Channel 575. 

jjj 11 

The DIRECTV bulk rate program allows each new subscriber to receive free installation of a basic receiver and dish. 
Any upgrades in equipment or channels offered by DIRECTV are also available through our service. If you already 
have DIRECTV, but did not order it through the Tribe, you can have your account assigned to the Tribe’s program and 
save money. 


all tribal Citizens who sign up 


Besides offering DIRECTV at a great price, we also have our own customer service staff and technicians for service 
and installation, no need for a monthly maintenance fee. Don’t get frustrated by those automated telephone 
systems, we can answer your questions and help you solve any problems you may have. Just call our office at (954) 
985-5703 for more information or assistance. 


SEMINOLE CHANNEL 

Big Cypress: 863-902-3217 • Brighton/Ft. Pierce: 863-763-6380 • Tampa: 813-246-3100 
Immokalee: 239-658-9256 • Hollywood/South Florida: 954-985-5703 


“I get to watch TV for free . You can ’t beat it. I have to 
say thank you. ” - Naples Tribal citizen and STOF DIRECTV 
customer Corey Billie. 


“The fact that the Seminole Channel is exclusive to Tribal 
citizens only is a wonderful thing for the Tribe. ” - Trail Office 
Manager and STOF DIRECTV customer Michael Cantu. 






8A * The Seminole Tribune * March 31, 2011 


Winter Funday Draws Large Crowd with Snow, 

Cook Offs and a Car Show in the Big Cypress Community 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 2011 Big Cypress Winter Funday drew 
a large crowd of Tribal members and affiliates to the Bingo grounds 
on Saturday, March 5 for the all day annual event. 

Creating a new skyline, a snow mountain, giant ferris wheel and 
carnival rides rose above brightly colored tents beckoning to the car 
loads of participants that quickly filled the parking lot. Each of the 
Big Cypress administrative and service departments had created en- 
tertainment booths and age-appropriate games, with piles of prizes 
to delight the winners. A continuous flow of players made their way 
around the activities throughout the day. 

Children of all ages made a mad dash for the mountain of snow 
where they grabbed sleds, inner tubes and plastic boats for their rapid 
descent down the slope. Cold, wet snow balls whizzed through the 
air in all directions and showed no mercy to the bystanders. A steady 
stream of participants took shelter from the battlefield inside of an 
igloo. 

Circus music, laughter and screams of joy surrounded the mid- 
way of carnival rides. The wonderful smell of snow cones, popcorn, 
cotton candy, hamburgers, hot dogs and barbeque ribs created mouth 
watering temptation for the energetic crowd. 

Participants in the frybread and chili cook-offs set up their stoves 


early in the day. Taking great care to hide the source of their secret 
ingredients, the challengers spent hours preparing their entries for the 
impartial judges from the RV Campground. When the winners were 
announced, it didn’t take long for the contents of their kettles to dis- 
appear into the mouths of their appreciative audience. 

The Bingo tent provided a steady source of entertainment 
throughout the day and proved to be a big favorite of the Tribal se- 
niors as they watched the younger generation blow off steam from a 
safe distance. 

A large portion of the play area contained a vast assortment of 
vehicles competing in the annual car show. Several categories of 
trucks, motorcycles, sports utility vehicles, four-wheelers, bicycles 
and cars were lined up on display with their owners eager to talk 
shop with the crowd. The participants displayed the result of many 
long hours of hard work that went into the creative design and main- 
tenance of their projects. 

An avid collector and customizer of motorcycles, cars and trucks, 
Ronnie Billie Sr. pointed out what a great benefit it is to have hobbies 
that can occupy your free time and stimulate your creativity. Mo- 
tioning toward his collection, he said, “Working on these has turned 
my life around. I encourage all of our youngsters to get involved in 
healthy activities that will get them off the streets and on the road to a 
bright future. We have a lot of smart, young minds growing up in the 
Tribe and we are depending on them to build a future for our people.” 


2011 Big Cypress Winter Funday Results 

CHILI COOK-OFF: Spicy Hot: 1. Beverly Alumbaugh, 2. Marlin Miller, 3. Jennifer Chadwick. 
Seniors: 1 . Janice Osceola. Adults: 1 . Charlie Cypress, 2. Tonia Cypress, 3. Beverly Alumbaugh. 

FRYBREAD COOK-OFF: Regular Women: 1. Marlin Miller, 2. Beverly Alumbaugh, 3. Jennifer 
Chadwick. Regular Men: 1 . Charlie Cypress. Pumpkin: 1 . Jennifer Chadwick. Specialty (Fruit 
Filled, Squash and Sweet Potato): 1 . Sue Jane Bert, 2. Beverly Alumbaugh, 3. Sue Jane Bert. 

BINGO GAMES: Single Bingo: Alice Billie and Virginia Tommie. Double Bingo: Vanessa Billie. 
Postage Stamp: Mondo Tiger. Kite: David Jumper. Straight Line Bingo: David Jumper. Six Pack: 
Brian Billie. Yellow Special Single Bingo: Brian Billie. Letter "L": Ronnie C. Billie. Pink Special 
Single Bingo: Claudia Doctor. Pink Special Double Bingo: Virginia Tommie. Gray Special Single 
Bingo: Mary Robbins. Letter "T": David Jumper. Small Round Robin: Daisy Jumper Buster. Let- 
ter "X": Daisy Jumper Buster and Virginia Tommie. Coverall: Daisy Jumper Buster. 

CAR SHOW: Cars - Donk: 1 . Carradine Billie. Best Interior, Best Paint & Best Engine: Carradine 
Billie. Cars - Muscle: 1 . Lydia Cypress, 2. Charlie Cypress. Best Interior & Engine: Charlie 
Cypress. Best Paint: Lydia Cypress. Cars - Luxury: 1 . T.J. Koenes. Best Interior, Paint and 
Engine: T. J. Koenes. Trucks: 4 X4: 1 . Charlie Cypress, 2. Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Rudy Osceola. 
Best Interior & Paint: Charlie Cypress. Trucks: Pickup: 1 . Tonia Cypress. Best Interior & Paint: 
Tonia Cypress. Trucks: Jeep: 1 . Joe Billie. Best Interior & Paint: Joe Billie. Motorcycles: Street 
Bike: 1 . Leo Onco, 2. Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Jr. Buster. Best Paint: Leo Onco. Motorcycles: Hoggs: 

1 . Ronnie Billie Sr., 2. Leo Onco, 3. Ronnie Billie Sr. Best Paint: Ronnie Billie Sr. 4 Wheelers - 
ATV (4X4) 1 . Cecilia Tigertail, 2. Chska Osceola, 3. Rudy Osceola. Other - Side X Side: 1 . Cecilia 
Tigertail, 2. Chirstalee Coppedge, 3. Brian Billie. Children's Specialty: I.Thomlynn Billie, 2. 
Thomlynn Billie. The Bests: At Show: 1 . Ronnie Billie Sr. Interior: 1 . Charlie Cypress. Paint: 

1 . Ronnie Billie Sr. Engine: 1 . Charlie Cypress. 4-Wheeler: 1 . Cecilia Tigertail. Side X Side: 1 . 
Cecilia Tigertail. 4X4 Show: 1 . Charlie Cypress. 





Judy Weeks 

Veteran Chili Cook-off winner Charlie Cypress 
garnered another first place for his adult entry. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 

Snowball fights abound at the 2011 Big Cypress Winter Funday. 


Left photo, 
Shana Ballen- 
tine selects 
a prize at the 
Broadcasting 
booth being 
manned by Al- 
len and Rhon- 
da Hoffman. 
Right photo, 
Jared Mcln- 
turff exits the 
igloo to rejoin 
the show ball 
fight. 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


MUSEUM 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 



Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18 th and 19 th centuries. 

l ,m March 20 1 1 

iroLigh January 2012 

MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 



Traditional Seminole Canoe Carving 
Workshop Comes to Okalee Indian Village 



Aimee Hoyt 

From left, Pedro Zepeda, traditional arts and outreach coordinator for Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Fort Pierce Tribal citizen 
Shamy Tommie chip away wood of a tree from Big Cypress to create the canoe’s dugout at the March 9-10 Seminole Canoe 
Carving workshop in Okalee Indian Village. The event gave Tribal citizens an opportunity to learn and practice the traditional 
custom of carving a dugout canoe. 
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Third Annual SPD Spring Break Camp Features 
MILO Simulation Sequences in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

SPD Officer David Lee fires off some shots in a hallway with his 
simulated Glock 48 gun at the camp. This sequence set off the 
mood for one of the two MILO shooting scenarios. 




Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen Kenny Descheene, 13, speaks 
with Seminole Media Productions Special Projects Co- 
ordinator Benno Schmidt about his experience at the 
third annual SPD Spring Break Camp, held March 14-17 
in Big Cypress and Hollywood. 



Naji Tobias 

In a conference room at the Jimmie Cypress Public Safety Complex, from left, SPD Sgt. Scott Goodman, Hollywood Tribal 
members John Osceola and Trinity Bowers, 11, SPD Officer Summer Huggins, Hollywood Tribal member Rhett Tiger, 12, and 
Hollywood Tribal citizen Kenny Descheene, 13, discuss a MILO simulation scenario in which the Tribal youth have to bunker 
down in a corner after hearing gunfire pop off in a hallway. Officer Huggins impersonated a teacher and made a 911 call to 
notify the Tribal kids about the shooter in the hallway. 



Aimee Hoyt 

The group gets a firsthand look at what training entails for Police Academy recruits while they practice formations and drill 
and commands outside. Training at the Academy lasts six months and includes dozens of written tests like the CJBAT and 
physical tests such as pushing a car, swimming laps in an Olympic-size pool and completing the obstacle course at Parc 
de Triumpe on campus. 

SPD Spring Break Campers Tour Broward 
Community College Police Academy 



Aimee Hoyt 

Tribal campers, led by SPD Officer Michele Daza and SPD 
Sergeant for Youth Services Angie Margotta, view a me- 
morial March 16 at Broward Community College in Davie 
before touring the Police Academy. The group began their 
tour by watching a PowerPoint that new recruits watch on 
Family Night, a night dedicated to showing families what 
they’ve been learning at the Academy. 



Aimee Hoyt 

From left, Trakia Lockhart, 13, Donovan Bacon, 9, and Trin- 
ity Bowers, 11, wait for their turn to practice shooting an 
unloaded gun before using Range 3000 in the training lab 
with the help of Fort Lauderdale Police Department Officer 
Thor Lockhart. Officer Lockhart compared Range 3000 to 
the MILO simulator, which some of the youngsters used 
earlier in the week in Big Cypress. “This is almost the 
equivalent of a newer version of the MILO,” he said. “You 
can think of an old Xbox where the graphics got better. 
That’s what this is.” 


Boys & Girls Club Hosts Beach Bonanza 
Concert for Tribal Youth in Hollywood 



Natomah Robins 
sings the classic 
“Seminole Wind” 
on stage along with 
several other acts 
as part of the Boys 
& Girls Club Youth 
Beach Bonanza 
Youth Concert held 
at the Tribal Head- 
quarters Audito- 
rium Feb. 25. The 
show featured sev- 
eral Tribal youth and 
teens playing musi- 
cal instruments and 
performing cover 
and original songs 
with family and 
friends on hand in 
support. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Cameron Osceola plays a guitar solo on stage. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Kiana Bell performs on the piano. 
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Dedication is Incumbent Upon Us and Our 
Commitment to the Tribal Community 


BY OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 

Seminole Police Department and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida employ police officers, each of whom has a 
main goal of keeping the Tribal Community safe. Our of- 
ficers have many attributes that make up their individual- 
ity. However, what is unique to each one of them is their 
dedication to the profession and the Tribal community. As 
they prepare for work every day, they are under the real- 
ization they may not have the luxury of coming home to 
their family after work due to the nature of their profes- 
sion. 

It is a noble profession and our officers have made a 
commitment to protect the community where they serve. 
Tragically, through the most recent loss of Miami-Dade 
Police Officers Amanda Haworth and Roger Castillo, and 
of Sergeant Thomas Baitinger, Officer Jeffrey Yaslowitz 
and Officer David Crawford of St. Petersburg Police De- 
partment, we are reminded how dangerous this profession 
can be. Notwithstanding, our officers come to work every 
day maintaining their dedication to the Tribal community 
to make sure everyone is safe and makes it home to their 
families. 

The challenges and stressors within our society are 
without question overwhelming, and sometimes our offi- 
cers are placed into compromising situations. With that in 
mind, as each of you spends time within the community, 
should you see anything alarming or questionable, please 
do not hesitate to call upon our officers to assist and pro- 
tect you. Due diligence is vital to the safety of everyone. 


Our commitment every day to the Seminole Tribe of Flor- 
ida is to be out in the community and really get to know 
everyone, as well as have the Tribal citizens know each of 
our officers. We believe this type of interaction will allow 
for the growth of a more enriching environment for the 
entire community. Fostering strong positive relationships 
requires true dedication. 

More often than not, police officers are called upon 
when something goes wrong, such as handling a car ac- 
cident, thefts, robberies, fights, etc. The officers within the 
Seminole Police Department work diligently on a daily 
basis to build positive relationships within the community 
during events such as Rez Rally, National Heart Day golf 
tournaments, simply stopping by Hot Meals to say hello 
and stopping by the gym to play basketball with the youth. 
Building a positive rapport within the community is done 
with the hope that should someone be placed into a situ- 
ation involving a negative event such as a car accident, 
having an officer you are familiar with show up on the 
scene may make the situation seem much less traumatic. 

Police officers are under scrutiny from the moment 
a shift begins until the officer goes home. They are ex- 
pected to maintain composure at all times, which requires 
a true dedication to be at the “peak of performance” each 
day. Our officers have made the commitment to the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida to be prepared and available to our 
Tribal citizens and keep them safe. Our doors at the Semi- 
nole Police Department are always open with a goal of 
fostering the best relationships we can within the commu- 
nity. We thank you for your continued support. 


Seminole Moments Brings Back Lecture 
About Life on Traditional Campsites 



Rachel Buxton 

Willie Johns shows a picture of his family living on a traditional campsite on the Brighton Reservation during a Seminole 
Moments lecture in Fort Pierce Feb. 10 at the Chupco Youth Ranch. Johns explained how he lived on a campsite for the 
first 17 years of his life with no electricity or running water. He said his campsite was made of 20 chickees and was one 
big communal living space. 


Seminole Moments Educates Employees on 
Traditional Seminole Foods 



Rachel Buxton 


Willie Johns explains how the Seminoles’ diet evolved through the years during a Seminole Moments session March 9 at 
Brighton’s Cattle and Range. About 20 employees enjoyed lunch while Johns explained that the Seminoles’ eating habits 
changed drastically from plant-based to more animal-based after they began using a musket gun and a single-shot, muzzle- 
loading rifle. “We probably ate better than you guys,” Johns joked. 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 
863-983-LAWS (5J297) 



DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce^ 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 


Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863 - 699-2889 


Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 
Okeechobee and 
Highlands Counties 




239-277-7777 
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PRESENT 


SEMINOLE OFFROAD 


www.sunsportscycle.com 


OPEN HOUSE 

3441 COLONIAL BLVD 
FTMYER&FL33966 


wwwsunsportscycle.com 
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BRING IN THIS 
CERTIFICATE TO 
VALIDATE AND GET 
3% OVER INOICE 


SATURDAY APRIL 23. 2011 


PRICING 


l 
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WAIdSfING!: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. Polaris youth models of 90cc for riders 12 and older. Polaris youth models of 50cc for riders 6 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, and be sure to 
take a safety training course. For safety and training information m the U.S., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887. You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. For safety training m Canada, contact your local Polaris dealer. ©2009 Polaris Industries Inc. 


Warning: The Polaris RANGER RZR is not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers must be at least 12 years old and tall enou^i to grasp the handholds and plant feet firmly on the floor. Drivers and passengers should always wear helmets, eye protection, protective clothing, and seatbelts. Always use cab 
nets. Be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never drive on public roads or paved surfaces. Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding andalcdhol/drugs don't mix. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2010 Polaris Industries Inc. 
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The Seminole Tribe of Florida 

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND OUR 



WE WELCOME ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
AND TRIBAL EMPLOYEES TO JOIN US IN PRAYER FOR OUR NATION. 


Don’t miss these 

Upcoming 

Events 


April 23, 2011 

FORT PIERCE, CHUPCO YOUTH RANCH 


JANUARY 21, 2012 

BRIGHTON, VETERANS BUILDING 


JULY 23, 2011 APRIL 21, 2012 

IMMOKALEE AT THE IMMOKALEE CHURCH TAMPA, TBD 


PLEASE BE ADVISED THE DATES AND 
TIMES HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT ADVANCE NOTICE 


October 22, 2011 

big Cypress rodeo Arena 


July 21, 2012 
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Education B 


Brighton's McKayla Snow Qualifies For 
State Science Fair Second Year in a Row 

academic achievement March 8 at the Okeechobee School 
Board meeting. 

Snow received an award from Okeechobee Superinten- 
dent Dr. Patricia Cooper for her outstanding achievement in 
the Okeechobee and Regional Science Fair. 

Snow got first place at the Okeechobee Science Fair, 
moving on to the regional level that was held Feb. 18 in Se- 
bring. Snow also received first place at regional along with the 
Charles Ross Memorial Award. 

“It meant a lot,” Snow said. “Because I was thinking I 
wouldn’t get any special award.” 

Snow attended the State Science Fair on March 24 in Or- 
lando at the Orange County Convention Center and said it is 
the only time she gets nervous. 

Snow was able to continue the project she started last year 
titled, “Plop, Plop, Fizz, Fizz: What Do You Think the Reac- 
tion Time Is?” 

“I saw a commercial for Alka- Seltzer and wanted to do a 
project on it,” Snow said. 

Snow’s project tested the reaction time of Alka- Seltzer 
dissolving in different liquids at room temperatures. Liquids 
used included tap water, whole milk, soymilk, sweet tea, or- 
ange juice, soda and tomato juice. 

Snow also excelled last year making it all the way to state, 
placing fourth. 

She said science is her favorite subject. 

“It’s a good way to learn,” Snow said. “It’s good for your 
future.” 

Over the next couple of weeks Snow plans to prepare for 
state by working on her presentation and trying to figure out 
the density of the liquids after one of the judges at regional 
asked her that very question. 

“We had a couple of variables in there, but we fixed all 
that,” Snow said. 

Snow said she hopes to follow in the footsteps of her late 
mother, Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta, who was a nurse. She said 
she doesn’t know if she wants to be a chemist, but she definite- 
ly wants to do something involving either medicine or science. 

“It’s cool to learn about the human body,” Snow said. 
“And the earth is pretty awesome.” 


Immokalee Preschoolers Participate in 
MDA Hop-A-Thon Fund Raiser 

BY_JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Students of the Immokalee Preschool joined the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association (MDA) Helping Jerry’s Kids program on March 2 with a Hop-A-Thon on their play- 
ground. They were among approximately 300,000 children attending more than 16,000 preschools, 
child care centers and elementary schools 
across the United States who took part in the 
annual fund raiser. 

Kids and parents obtained pledges from 
family members, friends and neighbors based 
on the number of hops they were able to com- 
plete during the 30 minute period or an overall 
donation. Each child received a support moni- 
tor to tabulate their hops in anticipation of col- 
lecting their pledges. 

“By participating in the MDA Hop-A- 
Thon program, we are teaching our children 
about the importance of helping others,” Im- 
mokalee Preschool Site Manager Michelle 
Ford said. “This isn’t just about exercise and 
having fun. Our students are learning about 
disabilities, health issues and compassion for 
the needs of others.” 

In accordance with the MDA fund raiser 
guidelines, donations received through the 
Hop-A-Thon will help send children with neu- 
romuscular disease to special summer camps, 
assist with the purchase of wheelchairs and 
leg braces, as well as funding worldwide re- 
search for treatment options. 

The monitors tabulated a total of 3, 224 
hops for the boys and girls who appeared to 
have a fabulous time pretending to be rabbits. 

Hopping up and down is not an unusual activ- 
ity for little children and they really put their 
hearts into the game. 

Winning bunnies went to the girls’ cham- 
pion Makayla Mata with 481 hops. Angelo 
Colon Jr. who registered 259 times won on behalf of the boys’ division. A giant yellow duckling 
was awarded to Arhianna Rodriguez for collecting the most amount of money in donations. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


OKEECHOBEE — As the Brighton youth continue to 
excel in academics, McKayla Snow was recognized for her 



Elbert Snow 

McKayla Snow is recognized at the Okeechobee School Board 
meeting and presented with an award of excellence from 
Superintendent Dr. Patricia Cooper for her academic achievement 
in science. 



Judy Weeks 

259 total hops made Angelo Colon Jr. the Boys’ Cham- 
pion at the MDA Hop-A-Thon March 2 in Immokalee. 


Mark Twain Visits the Diane Yzaguirre Memorial Library in Immokalee to Promote Reading 


BY_JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Literary history came to life at the Diane Yzaguirre 
Memorial Library in Immokalee on the afternoon of March 4. 

As a group of students, education advisors and library staff gathered in 
the main teaching area, the topic of conversation centered around one ques- 
tion: “Who is Mark Twain?” They didn’t have to wait long for the answer. 

A deep masculine voice sounded from behind the rows of books lining 
the walls and said, “I am Mark Twain.” Assuming the character role of the 
famous 19th century author, poet and humorist, Dave Ehlert began a first 
person narrative that chronicled the life of the American literary genius, 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens, who assumed the pseudonym of Mark Twain. 

“I was bom under a lucky star in Missouri in 1835, which was the year 
of Haley’s comet and I made my final exist in 1910,” said Ehlert’s Mark 
Twain as he materialized wearing a white Victorian era suit, flashy satin 
tie, gray hair, mustache and bushy eyebrows that were the trade mark of 
the author during his public appearances more than one hundred years ago. 

Coming from Bronson, Mo., Ehlert has portrayed Mark Twain in 30 
states on the stage and in schools, libraries, courthouses, prisons and the Im- 
mokalee Seminole Reservation. He said, “My main concern is the demise of 
books. I hope that young people are not deprived of books as a result of the 
new technical trend, because it will be a tremendous loss.” 

In the hour that followed, the audience listened to an animated descrip- 
tion of the life and works of Mark Twain, which encompassed his many 
professions as a newspaper man, riverboat pilot, prospector teacher, world 
traveler, lecturer, humorist and the renowned author of books, short stories 
and poetry. 

Twain had prepared an autobiography and left instmctions that it was 
not to be released until he had been dead for 100 years. This work has re- 
cently become available to the public and is being added to libraries across 
the country. 

Listening to excerpts from Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn, the au- 
dience learned about the morals of Twain’s writings that applied to both 
the past and the present. The startled youngsters screamed in delight at the 
conclusion of a scary mystery story and then begged to hear more. 

Ehlert said, “As I leave you today, I want you to remember one of Mark 
Twain’s most important quotes, ‘Kindness is a language heard by the deaf 
and seen by the blind.’ Make this a standard of your lives.” 



Judy Weeks 

Children gather around to look at an original copy of Mark Twain’s classic, ‘Tom Sawyer’ and laugh at the humor of his stories as told by Dave Ehlert at the Diane Yza- 
guirre Memorial Library in Immokalee on March 4. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students and Staff Get Private Concert from Country Artist Jake McVey 



Rachel Buxton 


Country recording artist Jake McVey makes a special trip to the Brighton Reservation Feb. 28 to perform a private concert for the students and staff of Pemayetv Emahakv at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena amphitheater. The stop was part of McVey’s special project Roads to Home, Pay It Forward concert series. “It’s finally great to be at a point where I can 
give back and be who I am,” McVey said. 



Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv Principal Russell Brown presents McVey with a to- 
ken of appreciation before giving him a tour of the school and a glimpse 
into the life of the Seminole Tribe. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Students Compete, Play Games to Become the Ultimate Survivor 



Rachel Buxton 

Victor Parrillo, left, and Lupe Mora-Lara shake as fast as they can in the bottle 
shake game during the annual Pemayetv Emahakv Survivor Day March 16 at 
the Brighton Gym. 



Rachel Buxton 

Jarrett Bert, left, attempts to catch a ping pong ball while Kyandra Harris, center, and Donovan Harris watch 
during the school’s Survivor Day. 



Rachel Buxton 

Jason Webber and son Jessie Webber, decked out in 
team T-shirts, await their score for math flash cards. 


Big Cypress Tribal Youth and Teens Learn Seminole Language and Crafts 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Culture instructor Jane Billie helps students with the spelling and pronuncia- 
tion of the word turkey in Mikasuki. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal youth and teens discuss words in the traditional Mikasuki as part of the Ahfachkee School/ 
Culture Department early release gathering on March 9 in the Municipal Building in Big Cypress. The 
day featured traditional craft making and practicing Seminole language skill development. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Lauren Doctor decorates her drum during the crafts portion of 
class. 


NASA Speaker/Chippewa Tribal Member 
Louise Kleba Visits Big Cypress 





f 






Alyssa Osceola, 
left, pours water 
on a tile that pro- 
tects the NASA 
space shuttle dur- 
ing a presentation 
hosted by NASA 
Speaker Louise 
Kleba, center, and 
NASA Education 
program Special- 
ist Helen Kane. 

Naji Tobias 


NASA Speaker/Chippewa 
Tribal citizen Louise Kleba 
held an hour-long space 
shuttle presentation for the 
Ahfachkee School Boys & 
Girls Club students on Feb. 
16 at the Herman L. Osceo- 
la Gymnasium. Kleba, an 
electrical engineer at the 
Kennedy Space Center, 
spoke about the opera- 
tions of a space shuttle and 
how astronauts prepare to 
launch into space. 


Naji Tobias 




Six rockets 
were launched 
at the Big Cy- 
press Bingo 
Hall facil- 
ity during the 
NASA event. 
Boys & Girls 
Club student 
Leo Onco is 
getting set 
to launch his 
rocket with 
the help of 
Boys & Girls 
Club assistant 
Derek Pierce. 

Naji Tobias 
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Offers good on new and unregistered units purchased between 11/1/10 and 12/31/10. *On select 2011 models. Free winch on select models, does 
not include installation. See your dealer for details. **On select 2010 models. See your dealer for details. ***Rates as low as 3.99% for 
36 months. Offers only available at participating Polaris - dealers. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. 
Other financing offers are available. Applies to the purchase of all new ATV and RANGER 9 models made on the Polaris Installment Program 
from 11/1/10-12/31/10. Fixed APR of 3.99%, 7.99%, or 10.99% will be assigned based on credit approval criteria. Examples of monthly payments 
over a 36-month term at 3.99% APR: $29.52 per $1,000 financed and at 10.99% APR: $32.73 per $1,000 financed. Vehicles are shown with 
optional equipment. Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Avoid operating Polaris ATVs or RANGERs on paved surfaces 
or public roads. Riders and passengers should always wear helmets, eye production, protective clothing, and seat belts (on RANGER vehicles). 
Never carry passengers unless the vehicle has been designed by the manufacturer for that purpose. Polaris adult ATV models are for riders aged 
16 and older. Drivers of RANGER vehicles must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver's license. All ATV riders should take a safety training 
course. For ATV safety and training information in the U.S. call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, see your dealer, or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764. 
In Canada, see your local Polaris dealer about Polaris ATVs. Check your local laws before riding on trails. ©2010 Polaris Industries Inc. 
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The staff of the Ah- 
fachkee School, along 
with the Tribe’s Human 
Resources Department, 
sent off former principal 
Walter Swan, sitting at 
center, in grand Seminole 
style as they presented 
him with a host of gifts of 
appreciation for his three 
years of service at the 
Feb. 10 going away party 
in the Ahfachkee School’s 
cafeteria. 


Naji Tobias 



Ahfachkee School Surprises Principal Walter 
Swan With Going-Away Party in Seminole Style 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - After about three years as the Ahfachkee School Princi- 
pal, Walter Swan has decided to accept a new role in Nashville, Tenn. as the Bu- 
reau of Indian Education’s Line Officer for the Native American entity’s South 
and Eastern states region. 

Staff members from the Tribal school hosted a special surprise going-away 
party in Swan’s honor on Feb. 10, marking the end of an era at the Big Cypress 
Reservation’s academic campus. 

“It’s been a good ride,” Swan said. “It’s taken a while to assemble the staff 
this school has here, but they’re an outstanding group. They are all very consid- 
erate and hard working. All of us are truly here for the kids, and it shows by how 
much better the Ahfachkee School is now because of it.” 

The former principal was in tears after the Ahfachkee School staff presented 
him with a host of gifts, including two specially made Seminole jackets. Other 
gifts included an alligator hat, a book of specially made awards in the former 
principal’s honor, several tickets to B.B. King’s Restaurant & Blues Club and a 
chickee made by an unidentified Tribal citizen, among others. 

“It’s all about the teamwork,” Swan said. “The Ahfachkee School is in good 
hands with the staff we have here. I’m very moved by what they put on for me. 
It’s a great feeling to feel appreciated for what’s been accomplished here.” 

Since taking the job as the Ahfachkee School’s principal in August 2008, a 
transitional plan, which consisted of 29 items, was put in place for the advance- 
ment of the Ahfachkee School. 

Under Swan’s watch, some initiatives the Ahfachkee School implemented 
include the following: 

• Development of the Boys & Girls Club’s after-school tutoring program. 

• Redevelopment of community involvement nights such as the Literacy 
Fair, Math Fair, Science Fair and Family Sports Night. 

• Implementation of Native American Student Information System to 
track student attendance, class schedules and parent contact information. 

• Creation of athletic program in the areas of basketball, golf, softball, 
track and weightlifting. 

• Involvement in the Tribe’s resources, such as the Truancy Program, the 
Child Protection Team and the Center of Child Diagnostics Team. 

• Tiered interventions of reading and math programs to help develop 
learners at all levels. 

• Implementation of comprehensive and cohesive reading and math pro- 
grams. 

• Transition planning and career awareness to Tribal and post high school 
resources. 

• Hiring of highly qualified and effective teachers and staff, with 1 6 of 
the Ahfachkee School’s 31 teachers holding at least a master’s degree. 


• Successful re-accreditation from Advance Ed (formerly known as 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools). 

“It takes a special individual to come into an organization such as this one,” 
Seminole Tribe Chief Human Resources Executive Officer Lee Zepeda said 
about Swan. “He created a plan and vision for the school and that’s going to live 
way past him.” 

Taking Swan’s place as the interim principal will be Grant Richardson, who 
was hired this past summer to be the Ahfachkee School’s Dean of Students. Ac- 
cording to a memorandum from Tribal officials, a plan is in place to seek out 
and find the best qualified candidate for the Tribal school’s permanent principal 
position prior to the start of the 2011-2012 school year. 

“Obviously, it’s some big shoes to fill,” Richardson said. “There are going 
to be some challenges, but I’m excited to serve any role I can to help advance the 
school. Mr. Swan did a fabulous job here and he had everything going in a good 
direction here. We’re happy with the standards that have been put in place; we’re 
not expecting to see many changes here right now.” 

Richardson credited Swan for his dedication to the Ahfachkee School’s ad- 
vancement, citing that it was the staff’s honor to send off the former principal 
in style. 

“In life, we always want to celebrate and honor people that are special to 
us,” Richardson said. “Mr. Swan did a lot of heavy lifting for us and gave up a lot 
to take us to where we’re at now. We felt it was only right to recognize all that.” 

“Mr. Swan has been instrumental in updating our school,” Administrative 
Assistant Betty Cypress-King said, who has worked at the school for 17 years. 

“He has upgraded our standards of learning and the kids have benefited from 
his leadership. A lot of the changes made were for the good of the children and 
that’s something we need to remember.” 

While Swan will be moving on to a different educational position, he won’t 
be officially out of touch with the Seminole Tribe. In his new role, Swan will be 
playing an integral part in serving the needs of all Native American students at 
BIE schools, from Maine to Florida. 

“As an organization, the Seminole Tribe of Florida is very grateful to Walter 
Swan for his dedication to excellence in Seminole education,” according to a 
statement from Chief Executive Administrative Officer Amy Johns. “We wish 
him all the best in his new position.” 

Swan, who previously held a position as a BIE director in Tacoma, Wash., 
said he is appreciative of the Tribe’s efforts in giving him a chance to take the 
Ahfachkee School to a higher educational level. 

“I thank the Seminole Tribe of Florida for flying me in all the way from 
Seattle,” Swan said of his 2008 hiring. “They knew they wanted something dif- 
ferent for this school. It’s really a unique opportunity to serve here. I’m grateful 
to the Tribal Council and Board for believing in my vision and letting me repre- 
sent them.” 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Lena Swan, her husband, former Ahfachkee School 
Principal Walter Swan and their son, Stephen Swan are misty-eyed 
at the Feb. 10 going-away party at the Ahfachkee School’s cafeteria 
as they show gratitude to all of the school’s staff and the Tribe’s 
Human Resources Department for the well-wishes sent their way. 

Willie Frank Library 
Introduces Students to 
Russian Culture 



Library Program Manager Barbara D. Oeffner 

Big Cypress Librarian Gretchen DeBree, Ricky Rodriquez 
and Melissa Silva examine Matryoshka dolls during the 
Russian craft program offered the week of March 7 at 
the library to introduce the students to Russian cuisine. 
Children painted their own Matryoshka dolls, listened to 
stories about Russia, watched the movie “Peter and the 
Wolf” and tasted the Russian-inspired dish beef Stroganoff, 
prepared by Library Program Manager Barbara D. Oeffner. 



PHARMACY TECHNICIAN! 

Learn the skills used by Pharmacy Technicians at: 

• Medical Hospitals • Pharmacies and Drug Stores 
• Mail Order Pharmacies* Physicians Group Pharmacies 

with training from Sanford-Brown Institute! 

We also offer: 

• Diagnostic Medical Sonography • Dental Assisting with Expanded Functions 

• Dental Hygiene • Medical Assistant • Surgical Technology 
• Veterinary Technology • Cardiovascular Sonography 



Call now for a brochure 

866.363.6444 

sanfordbrown.edu/fort-lauderdale 

Sanford-Brown Institute I 1 201 West Cypress Creek Road I Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 

Sanford-Brown Institute does not guarantee employment or salary. Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Career education 106041-01/1 1 
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


AH-TAH-THI-KI 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC) . We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 
Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 


We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 


The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 


If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 
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Tribal Citizen Jarrid Smith, Seminole Gaming’s 
Doug Cox Speak at Warrior Lunch Bunch Series 


Immokalee Preschoolers Learn 
How to Create Traditional Frybread 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen and former FAU Owls college football star Jarrid Smith paid his first-ever visit to the Ahfachkee 
School on March 15 for the Tribal entity’s monthly Warrior Lunch Bunch series. With their eyes visibly glued to Smith’s 
presentation, the Ahfachkee students in attendance learned about what the four primary Seminole colors - red, yellow, black 
and white - meant to him. The Tribal keynote speaker talked to them about the importance of looking out for their families 
in the time of need - one of a host of things that represents the Seminole Tribe, according to Smith. “We need to care about 
ourselves and the people around us,” Smith said to the Ahfachkee students. “To me, that’s what all the colors are about. It 
has helped me a lot in my life. I hope that these colors mean a lot to you, too. I love this Tribe and I love each and every one 
of you. I want you to remember that.” 



Seminole Gaming’s Doug Cox 
gave a presentation to the 
students that centered on of- 
fering them the option of join- 
ing the Tribal career develop- 
ment program and having a 
career with the Seminole Hard 
Rock franchise. He encour- 
aged them to believe in their 
dreams and take pride in their 
Seminole heritage. “When you 
think about what you want to 
do in your life, take care of 
yourselves, your family and 
each other,” Cox said. “You 
are unconquered, so you act 
like, walk like it, talk like it, 
think like it and smell like it. 
Find joy in your life and make 
it work for you.” 

Naji Tobias 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The 3- and 4-year-old stu- 
dents at the Immokalee Preschool embarked upon an 
extraordinary experience that won’t soon be forgotten, 
when they accepted an invitation from the Immokalee 
Culture Department on Feb. 23. 

Traveling to the Immokalee Administration 
Building, the boys and girls gathered in the culture 
kitchen to learn how to create frybread, which is a cu- 
linary favorite that has sustained generations of fami- 
lies throughout Tribal history. 

"Working with children of this age may seem 
like a challenge, but for us it is pure pleasure," said 
Immokalee Culture Site Manager Geraldine Osceola. 
"While they may seem awfully young, it hasn’t been 
that long ago since their mothers and grandmothers 
were learning how to cook at the same age. If these 
little ones were growing up in a camp environment, 
watching and helping prepare the meals would be a 
part of their daily routine." 

"We really look forward to working with the small 
children because they are filled with enthusiasm and 
tackle each new experience as though it was an ad- 
venture," Osceola continued. "They have open minds 
and quickly absorb new ideas like little sponges that 
are eager for knowledge. This is the opportune age 
to expose our children to their language and culture 
before they become preoccupied by outside interests." 

The children watched carefully as the simple in- 
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Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Culture Site Manager Geraldine Osceola 
distributes frybread dough to each of the preschool- 
ers. 


gredients were turned into dough and then delighted 
in the chance to make their own individual pieces of 
frybread. With sticky little fingers, they worked the 
flour into the dough, shaped it and then took it to the 
frying pan. Jumping up and down, they could hardly 
wait for the finished product to cool so that it could 
be eaten. 


Important information about the 
$3.4 billion Indian Trust Settlement 

For current or former IIM account holders, 

Owners of land held in trust or restricted status, or their heirs 


There is a proposed Settlement in Cobell v. Salazar, a class action lawsuit about 
individual Indian land held in trust by the federal government. This notice is just 
a summary. For details, call the toll-free number or visit the website listed below. 

The lawsuit claims that the federal government violated its duties by (a) mismanaging 
trust funds/assets, (b) improperly accounting for those funds, and (c) mismanaging 
trust land/assets. The trust funds include money collected from farming and grazing 
leases, timber sales, mining, and oil and gas production from land owned by American 
Indians/Alaska Natives. 

If you are included in the Settlement, your rights will be affected. To object to the 
Settlement, to comment on it, or to exclude yourself, you should get a detailed notice 
at www.IndianTrust.com or by calling 1-800-961-6109. 

Can I get money? 

There are two groups or “Classes” in the Settlement eligible for payment. Each Class 
includes individual IIM account holders or owners of land held in trust or restricted 
status who were alive on September 30, 2009. 

Historical Accounting Class Members 

• Had an open individual Indian Money account (“IIM”) anytime between October 25, 
1994 and September 30, 2009, and 

• The account had at least one cash transaction. 

• Includes estates of account holders who died as of September 30, 2009, if the IIM 
account was still open on that date. 

Trust Administration Class Members 

• Had an IIM account recorded in currently available data in federal government 
systems any time from approximately 1985 to September 30, 2009, or 

• Owned trust land or land in restricted status as of September 30, 2009. 

• Includes estates of landowners who died as of September 30, 2009 where the trust 
interests were in probate as of that date. This means you have asked a court to 
transfer ownership of the deceased landowner’s property. 

An individual may be included in one or both Classes. 


What does the Settlement provide? 

• A $ 1 .5 billion fund to pay those included in the Classes. 

• A $ 1 .9 billion fund to buy small interests in trust or restricted land owned by many 
people. 

• Up to $60 million to fund scholarships to improve access to higher education for 
Indian youth. 

• A government commitment to reform the Indian trust management and accounting 
system. 

How much can I get? 

• Historical Accounting Class Members will each get $1,000. 

• Trust Administration Class Members will get at least $500. 

• If you own a small parcel of land with many other people, the federal government 
may ask you to sell it. You will be offered fair market value. If you sell your land 
it will be returned to tribal control. 

If you believe you are a member of either Class and are not receiving IIM account 
statements, you will need to call the toll-free number or visit the website to register. 

What are my other rights? 

• If you wish to keep your right to sue the federal government about the claims in 
this Settlement, you must exclude yourself by April 20, 2011. 

• If you stay in the Settlement you can object to or comment on it by April 20, 2011. 
The detailed notice explains how to exclude yourself or object/comment. 

The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia will hold a hearing on June 20, 
2011, to consider whether to approve the Settlement. It will also consider a request 
for attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses in the amount of $99.9 million. However, 
Class Counsel has fee agreements that would pay them 14.75% of the funds created 
for the Classes, which could result in an award of $223 million. The Court may 
award more or less than these amounts based on controlling law. If approved, these 
payments and related costs will come out of the Settlement funds available for 
payment to Class Members. 

If you wish, you or your own lawyer may ask to appear and speak at the hearing at 
your own cost. For more information, call or go to the website shown below or write 
to Indian Trust Settlement, P.O. Box 9577, Dublin, OH 43017-4877. 


For more Information 


1 - 800 - 961-6109 


wwwJndianTrust.com 
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•Drug Offenses 
•Misdemeanors 
•Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 
•DUI Admin Review 
•Appeals/Writs 
•Post Conviction 
DWLSR/HTO* 




.CE OF 

CALLAHAN, PA 

trial Attorney 


Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com 
www.Callahanslaw.com 


tel: (954) 524-2877 
fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33316 



to find out if you qualify for HT'O- Habitual Traffic Offender Amnesty Program to remove your HTO designation, 
i, you may qualify for the automatic "Clerk Withhold 11 options if charged with Driving While License Suspended. 


4flPTickatPlace.coM 

PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 
The Preferred Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
Li I Wayne 
Ricky Martin 
Lady Gaga 
Robert Plant 
Iron Maiden 
Chicago 
Tom Jones 
Jimmy Buffet 
Usher/Akon 
Tim McGraw 
Kylie Monogue 
Bruno Mars 
Taylor Swift 
Wisin y Yandel 
Katy Perry 
Def Leppard 
U2 

WWE Monday Night Raw 
Wrestlemania 

Miami Heat 

Hwf TicUf Spicklisl 

TEXT TICKETS TO 91944 

f of Usl mirtirk iwls! 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 


EVENTS 

305.443.3000 

TRAVEL 

305.445.6566 


VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 

ent@vipticketplace.com 

• Preferred Seats 
• Preferred Service 


JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

Become A Fan 

Get the latest event updates! 

Vipticketplace.com 




IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE, 

YOU’RE GETTING WARMER 



5-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

Liberty of the Seas® sailing November 26, 2011 from Fort Lauderdale, Florida 



DAY 

PORT 

ARRIVE 

DEPART 

Nov. 26 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


4:30 PM 

Nov. 27 

Cruising 



Nov. 28 

Belize City, Belize 

9:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

Nov. 29 

Cozumel, Mexico 

8:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

Nov. 30 

Cruising 



Dec. 1 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

7:00 AM 



Prices starting 


from: $449 


i*+ 


+R0YAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL 6 RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS 
$65.00 PER BARREL. THE FUEL SUPPLEMENT FOR 1ST AND 2ND GUESTS WOULD BE NO MORE THAN $10 PER GUEST PER DAY. TO A MAXIMUM OF $140 PER CRUISE; AND FOR 
ADDITIONAL GUESTS WOULD BE NO MORE THAN $5 PER PERSON PER DAY, TO A MAXIMUM OF $70 PER CRUISE. 



SHIP FEATURES 


Enjoy these amazing onboard experiences: 


Chefmakers Cooking 
Academy 

FlowRider® 

H20 Zone 

Cantilevered whirlpools 
Rock-climbing wall 
Ice-skating rink 
Royal Promenade 

Extensive WiFi 
capabilities and 
connectivity for cell 
phones 

Full-size, flat-screen TVs 
in every stateroom 


• Themed bars and 
lounges 

• Adventure Ocean® youth 
facilities 

• Fitness Center and Day 
Spa 

• Full-size Everlast boxing 
ring 

• Casino Royale SM 

• Presidential Family Suite 

• Sports Pool 

• Full-size sports court 

• 9-hole miniature golf 
course 


Johnny Rockets® 
‘50s-style restaurant 

Portofino Italian 
Restaurant 

Chops Grille 

Ben & Jerry’s® ice cream 

Vintages wine bar 

Boleros Latin-themed 
lounge 

Sorrento’s pizza 

Vitality Wellness 
Program 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AGENT: 



NATIVE 

AMERICAN 

TRAVEL 


Native American Travel 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Office: 954-967-3614 Ext: 11097 


^Pricing set forth is the sole responsiblity of the travel agent. Prices are per person, cruise 
only, based on double occupancy and in U.S. dollars. All itineraries and prices are subject to 
change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Government taxes and fees are additional. 
©2011 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 11022571 • 2/16/2011 


^ RoyalCaribbean 


INTERNATIONAL 
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Health 



Naples Community 
members joined the 
Friends of the Collier 
Seminole State Park 
and marched in the 
Naples St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade March 12 
to create public aware- 
ness of the park’s sig- 
nificance to the region. 
Collier Seminole State 
Park is dedicated to the 
memory of the Semi- 
nole ancestors that 
originally inhabited the 
Everglades of South 
Florida and entrepre- 
neur Barron Collier Sr., 
who was instrumental 
in the completion of the 
Tamiami Trail. 

Judy Weeks 


Naples Community Marches in St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade to Celebrate the Holiday 



Judy Weeks 

Decked out in a wee bit of the green, Naples Seminole Community members 
combined their monthly health walk with support for the Collier Seminole 
State Park. 


Dominic Osceola-Lugo 
little Irish leprechaun. 


Judy Weeks 

disguised as a 


Tara Robbins Shares Weight Loss 
Challenge Experience at Seminole 
Pathways II Lesson Finale 

Big Cypress Tribal citizens Katherine and Wanda Billie 
complete eight-week initiative with Robbins 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - “Self-discipline is a key to 
obtaining weight loss,” said Big Cypress Tribal citi- 
zen Tara Robbins. 

It’s a topic that has been addressed extensively 
throughout the eight-week long Seminole Pathways 
II Weight Loss Challenge, which convened from Jan. 
26 to March 16. 

During the Weight Loss Challenge’s lesson fina- 
le on March 1 6, Robbins, an active participant in the 
Seminole Pathways II-sponsored initiative, said she 
recently noticed a change in her eating and exercise 
habits since the health program began. 

A visibly ecstatic Robbins went into detail on 
how the weight-loss initiative has played a role in 
her new outlook on living a healthy lifestyle. 

“It has taught me to make better health choices 
and to eat better,” Robbins said. “We were told not to 
set a real big goal but just do it in little increments. It 
helps a lot because you don’t see this gigantic moun- 
tain you’re trying to climb. It’s just about taking the 
little steps and I was comfortable with that.” 

In the Weight Loss Challenge, Tribal citizens 
who chose to participate were encouraged to lose as 
much as 10 pounds in the eight- week period. Rob- 
bins exceeded the suggested goal, losing a total of 1 1 
pounds in the aforementioned time frame. 

In addition, Robbins said her blood pressure de- 
creased as a result of the program. 

“Exercising and eating right is a big thing for 
me right now,” Robbins said. “My parents, Mary and 
Bernard Robbins, have had high blood pressure and 
they are on medication for that now. So, with that in 
mind, I really started to pay attention to my body. 
Now, I’ve seen results of my blood pressure since 
the program started. It feels real good to have accom- 
plished that.” 

Robbins said she now walks on a regular basis 
and has added jogging to her daily exercise regi- 


men. In addition, Robbins regularly works out on a 
treadmill at a rate of two miles per day, four days per 
week. 

“I’ve gotten comfortable with walking, so now 
my body feels like moving on to the next step,” Rob- 
bins said. “With a combination of the exercise I’m 
doing now and watching what I eat, I’m feeling more 
confident in myself as a person. My self-esteem is 
going up because of this.” 

Robbins said that prior to joining the program, 
she would eat a variety of foods to fill up her stom- 
ach. But now, with the help of the Seminole Well- 
ness team and the eight weekly health lessons she’s 
received, Robbins makes sure to eat plenty of veg- 
etables before consuming anything else. 

The Big Cypress Tribal citizen said she’s cut 
down considerably on salt intake and eats primarily 
lean meat in her efforts to maintain her newfound 
healthy lifestyle. 

“I had to learn how to eat all over again,” Rob- 
bins said of the change. “It was like a food addiction 
to me.” 

Robbins weighed in on the Seminole Wellness 
team’s impact on her change of eating and exercising 
habits. 

“They’ve been a big help to all of us,” Robbins 
said of the Weight Loss Challenge, which also in- 
cluded fellow Big Cypress Tribal citizens Katherine 
Billie and Wanda Billie. “They think of all possibili- 
ties to help us keep going. They have even given us 
some cooking recipes on how to eat the right way. 
It’s really been a wonderful experience because of 
their support.” 

Robbins revealed what her biggest reward was 
as a result of joining the program. 

“My daughter [Mariah Smith, 1 0] hugged me one 
day and said, 4 1 can touch you with my hands togeth- 
er right now,”’ Robbins said. “That was pretty awe- 
some. I feel ready to face everyday not feeling lazy or 
tired.” 

See photos on page 9B 



Rachel Buxton 


The Seminole Tribe earned the award for having the most participants March 12, as Tribal citizens and employees took part in the annual March of Dimes March for Babies. The Seminole Tribe team had 67 participants with 45 
Tribal citizens and 22 employees. 

Brighton Walks to Support Annual March of Dimes March for Babies in Okeechobee 



Rachel Buxton 


Kai Setty, left, of Brighton Recreation, runs with Tribal citizen 
Mable Tichenor. The walk consisted of 3.1 miles with spirit sta- 
tions set up along the way offering goodies to raise awareness for 
the March of Dimes. 



Rachel Buxton 

The Seminole Tribe Health Department’s own Connie Whidden, left, 
and Edna McDuffie walk along Highway 441. 



Rachel Buxton 

Patty Entry participates with her daughter Patricia Entry in the March of Dimes March for 
Babies, March 12 in Okeechobee. Daughter Patricia was born eight weeks early. The walk 
raises money to support programs that help moms have healthy, full-term pregnancies, 
and to fund research. Entry walks with her mom Laurie Snow and niece McKayla Snow. 
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Immokalee 28-Day Challengers Attain a 
Healthier Lifestyle With Diet and Exercise 


Aftercare: The Importance of Follow 
Up in the Recovery Process 



From left, Mary Lou Alvarado, 
Susan Davis and Armondo 
Nunez show off the gift bas- 
kets that they received as a 
portion of the winners in the 
Immokalee Pathways 28-Day 
Challenge. “Dedicating them- 
selves to a healthier lifestyle 
through diet and exercise 
made winners of all the par- 
ticipants,” said Health and 
Nutrition Specialist Charlotte 
Porcaro. “With the contest be- 
hind them, the real challenge 
will now begin as they strive 
to continue the healthy habits 
they have attained.” 

Judy Weeks 


Brighton Raises Awareness 
for Native HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day with Door Decorating Competition 


BY ERIC B RICKER 
Family Services Department 

The term “aftercare” is a healthcare term that 
generally refers to the follow-up that is required when 
a patient completes some kind of treatment. When it 
comes to addiction, aftercare is thought by many to be 
the most important part of treatment. The reason for this 
is the nature of addiction itself, where relapse is often 
part of the recovery process, and the focus of aftercare 
is relapse prevention. 

In 2006, Helene Buster, registered nurse and director 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Family Services De- 
partment, sought to create an aftercare program within 
Family Services. Prior to that time, Family Services 
was often known for being very efficient about getting 
clients into treatment centers, but far less effective in 
the department’s ability to provide follow-up and after- 
care to its addicted clients. 

Buster, a known recovering Tribal citizen and recovery 
activist said, “When I was getting sober, there was a 
counselor from the facility who would come out to the 
reservation to have aftercare meetings. Sometimes it 
would be just he and I. His support helped me, and the 
meetings kept me accountable. That’s a big part of how 
I got through my early sobriety.” 

With addiction recovery, effective aftercare pro- 
grams usually include a strong emphasis on support. In 
most cases, the Family Services aftercare counselor will 
be introduced to the client while that individual is in 


treatment. Once this relationship is established, the af- 
tercare counselor will continue to follow the individual 
after they are discharged from the residential program. 
The goal is for the recovering person to learn how to 
effectively turn to others for assistance, rather than turn- 
ing to drugs or alcohol during times of discomfort or 
stress. Over time, the hope is that the recovering person 
accumulates a recovery support network of friends, 
family, and fellow participants in a 12-step program 
such as Alcoholics Anonymous or Narcotics Anony- 
mous. 

It was Buster’s practical and professional knowl- 
edge of aftercare that fueled the vision for the Family 
Services Department’s Aftercare Program, which now 
employs three counselors and one administrator. Buster 
said, “We needed a professional bridge to bring our cli- 
ents into the recovering community, so that they could 
learn to socialize and interact in a sober way. Now, 
some of those clients have been sober for a while, and 
are mentoring and sponsoring other clients that are new 
to the program.” 

In order for an aftercare plan to be successful, it 
should be comprehensive, and it should address the 
major aspects of the individual’s life, including the so- 
cial, emotional, vocational and spiritual. Usually, those 
who are successful in staying sober will make changes 
in many areas of their life. The goal of the Family 
Services aftercare counselor is to provide guidance and 
support to the individual while these changes are taking 
place. 


For the second year 
in a row the Edu- 
cation Department 
took first place in 
the National Native 
HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day door decorat- 
ing contest March 
16 sponsored by the 
Brighton Seminole 
Health Department 
March 20 is National 
Native Awareness 
HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Day helping to raise 
awareness to a dis- 
ease that continues 
to increase among 
Native people. Amer- 
ican Indians along 
with Alaskan Na- 
tives have the third 
highest rate of AIDS 
diagnosis in the U.S., 
despite having the 
smallest population. 

Rachel Buxton 



NATIONAL 


hivoaids 

Bareness 



Rachel Buxton 

Third place goes to Brighton Council 
Office for its door decorating. 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Health Department is awarded 
second place. 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Family Services takes home fourth 
place in the contest. 
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Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 




Top Concerts 


Top Sports 

RUSH 

MIAMI HEAT 

ALL TIME LOW 

SONY ERICSSON OPEN 

LIL* WAYNE 

FLORIDA MARLINS 

RICKY MARTIN 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 

LADY GAGA 


TOM JONES 

Top Theatre 

USHER 

IN THE HEIGHTS 

TIM MCGRAW 

JERSEY BOYS 

U2 

DISNEY ON ICE 

TAYLOR SWIFT 

WICKED 

KATY PERRY 

HAIR 

RIHANNA 



ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

1 (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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Seminoles in Recovery Hosts Third Annual Recovery Convention in Clewiston 



Submitted photo 

Raynaldo Yzaguirre Jr. and Charlie Tiger enjoy some recreation playing 
horseshoes between meetings. 


BY SEMINOLES IN RECOVERY 

On March 3, Seminoles in Recovery hosted its third annual National Re- 
covery Convention at the John Boy Auditorium in Clewiston. Recovering Trib- 
al citizens and other recovering individuals came from as far away as Canada, 
Oklahoma and Washington State to attend this annual event that has doubled 
in size since its inaugural year in 2008. The four day convention consisted of 
various 12-step fellowship meetings and testimonials as those in attendance 
celebrated their sobriety, and bolstered their recovery through the messages 
of hope from the conference speakers. Five of the 10 speakers were Seminole 
Tribal citizens, each of whom had over a year of sobriety. Their message sets a 
powerful example that recovery and sobriety is possible for anyone willing to 
make an effort. 

The convention was organized by the Seminoles in Recovery group, 
which is a contingent of recovering Tribal citizens who routinely organize res- 
ervation recovery activities and 12-step meetings. However, the event is open 
to all recovering people who wish to share in the fellowship of sobriety. Meals 
are included in the cost of registration and cooked on the premises. Dining is 
communal, which increases the sense of fellowship among those that attend. 
On the second evening of the convention, all were invited to attend or partici- 
pate in the jam session, where conference participants had a chance to strum 
and sing together. They covered old hits from Hank Williams, Elvis Presley and 
the Grateful Dead. Some attendees shared original tunes as well, making it that 
much more personal. 

Each activity was an opportunity for fellowship, and every effort was 
made to make all feel welcome. As with all 12-step recovery activities, the most 


important individual is the new comer. That message is repeated over and over 
again throughout the convention as those in recovery believe that the only way 
for them to hold onto their sobriety is to share it with someone else in need. 

On Saturday, participants had an opportunity to attend a sweat lodge. 
This is always a popular activity, and one way to diversify the healing activities 
that take place at the convention. Those who opted not to join in the sweat, at- 
tended a talking circle, which was facilitated by a recovering Tribal citizen. On 
Saturday evening, the meetings concluded with a sobriety countdown, during 
which conference participants totaled up their lengths of sobriety from drugs 
and alcohol. The number totaled well over one thousand years of sobriety, send- 
ing a powerful message of unity to all of those in attendance that “we can ac- 
complish together what we could not accomplish alone.” 

We would like to offer our extend our most sincere thanks to all of those 
who supported the self-funded event with their gracious donations. Among 
those are included: 

GERALDINE OSCEOLA - BRIAN TOMMIE - THE AH-TAH -THI-KI 
MUSEUM GIFT SHOP - ELIZABETH OLEA - JUANITA MARTINEZ - SO- 
NIA PEREZ - NANCY MOTLOW -ASHLEY FAZ - GAYLE GREER - THE 
IMMOKALEE SENIOR CENTER - RUTH OSCEOLA - LINDA FRANK - 
JOHNNY BOONE - RUBY OSCEOLA - COUNCILMAN MONDO TIGER 
- AMY YZAGUIRRE - CRIS MARRERO - LUIS YEGUEZ - LOUISE MOT- 
LOW - THE MARCO ISLAND HILTON - THE SEMINOLE HARD ROCK 
HOTEL 

Thank you all! We can’t wait to do it again next year! For information 
about the recovery convention or other Seminoles in Recovery events, please 
log onto seminolesinrecovery.com or look for us on Facebook. 


Get Fit Day Makes Way for Big Cypress Preschoolers 
and Ahfachkee School Students 



Naji Tobias 

From left, 3-year-olds Louie Billie, Jonah Cypress and Emma Dicarlo take a 
walk through the fitness circuit’s maze. 



Naji Tobias 

Rylin Osceola, 3, goes through a tunnel maze on the Seminole Fitness de- 
partment’s circuit course at the Big Cypress Reservation’s Get Fit Day on 
Feb. 18. 




Photo above, Ahfachkee’s 
H.O.P.E. (Health Opportuni- 
ties in Physical Education) 
class takes a visit to the Big 
Cypress Preschool’s Get Fit 
Day. The kids get down on 
their coasters in a stomach 
race, a drill that works on 
the children’s legs, biceps 
and improves coordination 
skills. 

Left photo, Seminole Fit- 
ness Trainer and Big Cypress 
Tribal citizen Cathy Cypress 
pushes Shylah Walker, 2, on 
a coaster. 

Naji Tobias 


Photos From the Weight Loss Challenge in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

Allied Health Educator Jillian Guralski, left, takes a blood pressure reading of Big Cypress Tribal citizen and Semi- 
nole Pathways weight loss challenge participant Tara Robbins, right. It was revealed at the March 16 health lesson 
that her blood pressure went down throughout the eight-week initiative. “No one’s going to keep track of you to 
better your health,” Robbins said. “It’s all up to you; you have to have a mindset of maintaining your weight.” 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Katherine Billie helps her two sons, Avery 
and Andrew Bowers Jr., pick out some fruits for a healthy lunch. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Big Cypress Tribal participants Tara Robbins, Kath- 
erine Billie, Avery Bowers, Andrew Bowers Jr. and Wanda Billie. 
The Seminole Pathways weight loss challenge’s parting gift for 
completion of the eight-week initiative - a wrapped healthy food 
bag featuring cooking utensils, fruits and vegetables - went to 
Big Cypress Tribal citizens Tara Robbins and Katherine Billie as 
the two were at class each of the eight weeks, which began on 
Jan. 26 and ended on March 16. 


Learn Information About Your New Health 
Plan Card And Book 


BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Director 

A new Health Plan card and Health Plan 
book were mailed to you in January 2011. If you 
did not receive this mailing please contact the Pa- 
tient Services Coordinator at one of the Seminole 
clinics so that a new card and book can be given 
to you. It is very important that you show your 
new card to medical and dental providers and to 
the pharmacy beginning February 1 , 201 1 . 

On February 1, 2011 we began using a new 
company to manage your prescription drug bene- 
fit called Express Scripts. Your new card contains 
the Express Scripts logo along with other infor- 
mation that the pharmacy needs in order to fill 
your prescriptions. It is important that you show 
your new Health Plan card at the pharmacy when 
getting prescriptions filled beginning February 1, 
2011. If you do not show your new card at the 
pharmacy, the pharmacy will not be able to pro- 
cess your prescription. 

In addition, beginning January 1, 2011, there 
were changes to your Health Plan book. Some of 
the changes to read over include: 

• Children’s Center for Diagnostics & 


Therapy contact information was added (see in- 
side cover of Book) 

• Outpatient services for Mental Health, 
Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and other Behavioral 
Health Treatment (page 10 ) 

• Pediatric (birth to 21 years of age) Phys- 
ical, Speech, and Occupational Therapy (page 
10 ) 

• Eyewear benefit increased (page 10) 

• Smoking Cessation Prescription Medi- 
cation (page 11) 

• Diabetic and Orthopedic Shoes (page 
14) 

Please review the book and keep it on hand. 

Please contact the Health Plan Office if you 
have any questions about your benefits at 1-866- 
505-6789. 

If you did not receive your new Health Plan 
card and book in the mail, please call the Patient 
Services Coordinator at one of the Seminole 
Clinics: 

Big Cypress Health Clinic: 863-983-5151 

Hollywood Health Clinic: 954-962-2009 

Brighton Health Clinic: 863-763-0271 

Immokalee Health Clinic: 239-867-3400 

Tampa Field Office: 813-620-2860 


New Health Plan Card 
Begin using your new Health Plan card 
February 1, 2011. 


0 

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 
SELF-FUNDED 

SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH PLAN 



BeecH^StrBBt 

i Community , " . 

W Health Partnen DCwifMA!!. fA timu a*m>Tr 

ID: 12345678900 

Group: 001 

CARD, SAMPLE 

Member services: 1-866-505-6789 


Old Health Plan Card 
Destroy your old Health Plan card on 


February 1, 2011. 


^ SEMINOLE TRIBE OF 

FLORIDA MEMBER 
HEALTH PLAN 

k 

Beech^ Street. Q ESffi Sers- 

NMHC 

'C w 

ID: 123456789000 

CARD, SAMPLE 

Member services: 1-866-505-6789 

Group: 001 
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The Seminole Tribe’s approach to 4-H 

4 .h § -i:si== we 

achieved as individuals, and as a team. 


It’s that time again. 2011 Seminole Indian 4-H Show and Sale. 


You’re invited to come watch all the 4-H members compete for the 
biggest prize of the show, which is Grand Champion & 
Showmanship. The show night is the exciting night of all, when the 
children have to compete against each other with showmanship. 
We have three categories for showmanship: junior, intermediate 
and senior. So, don’t miss the competition. The 4-H members and 


leaders have worked really hard this year on learning the different 

parts of their animals and how much feed it takes to make their 
project animal make weight to be eligible to show. The leaders 
have been doing showmanship & grooming clinics. So, please 
take the time to come watch these 4-H members take 


m 




SEMINOLE INDIAN 4-H LIVESTOCK SHOW AND SALE 
SHOW: THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2011 AT 6 P.M. 
BUYERS DINNER: FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2011 
FROM 5 TO 6:45 P.M. 

SALE: FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2011, AT 7 P.M. 


SEMINOIiE 
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Announcements 


CONGRATULATIONS 


BIRTHDAY WISHES 



February 28, 2011 


Attn: Seminole Tribe of Florida 

Subject: Dillon Joe Cypress - Honor Roll & Student of the Month 

Re: Alice Blount Academy of Georgia Announces (Honor Roll & Student of 

the Month) 


Letter to the Tribe 

My name is Dillon Joe Cypress. I am 17 years old and I am from Big Cypress, 
Florida. I am the son of Charles and Regina Cypress. I have three sisters and 
two brothers. I am currently attending school in Vidalia, Georgia at Alice Blount 
Academy of Science & Agriculture. I have been attending the academy for two 
years. During that time I have learned self respect, how to respect others, and life 
skills. I have lost a lot of family members and friends due to drug usage; however 
my parents wanted a different way of life for me. Even though, I was upset and I 
cried when my mother said I was going to leave home. I came to the realization 
that she was right. I feel that others students like me who have experienced or 
presently experiencing with drugs and who are just roaming the streets can really 
benefit from a program like the one I am taking. 

I have made honor roll this quarter and currently student of the month at the 
academy. I would like to leave all of friends, family, and tribal members a mes- 
sage God has a purpose for you in life, don’t turn him down welcome him with 

open arms. God will bless you and he will be with you during hard times, he is 
always with you. 

Sincerely, 

Dillon J. Cypress 


IN MEMORIAM 

In Loving Memory of my Momma! 

It’s been two long years since you’ve been gone. But not a 
day goes by that I don’t sit back and reminisce about all the 
laughter we shared with each other. 

I know it’s gonna be hard for me when I jump out of this 
hell they call prison. I’ve accepted the fact that you’re 
gone physically but in spirit you’re in my heart every day. I 
know you’re not suffering anymore and that’s good, Mom- 
ma. You showed me so much love but I took it for granted; 
now I’m paying the price every day because I can’t see you 
and tell you I love you! I will always keep you in my heart! 

Faith C. Osceola 
Sunrise: 12-28-1955 
Sunset: 3-28-2009 
R.I.P. 

One love, 

Your son, 

Ryan Osceola 



Ryan Watson 

Tribal members Justin Motlow, left, and Andrew Henry, right, pose for a photo at 
Tampa Catholic’s JV football year end banquet with the head coach Feb. 20. The 
team finished with a record of six wins and one loss. 


POEMS 


BIRTHDAY WISHES 


The Idea of Survival 

By Stephen Billie 


To survive is to carry on and carry through adaptation 
To persevere and persist through the darkness and depths of 
the abyss. 

To endure afflictions and tribulations, persecutions and 
excruciations. 

To overcome situations, that are lost in doubtless variation. 

To rise to the occasion, to prove that doubt is just an equa- 
tion. 

To the puzzle of survival and salvation. 

To breathe, eat and pray in another day on the reservation. 
Survival is the means of life, strategies, masterfully by the 
creator’s doubtless determination. 

Survival is the meaning of life the fulfillment of success 
through life’s procreation. 

Just sounds like another day on the reservation. 
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Tampa Senior 
Bobby Henry 
cuts his birth- 
day cake at 
his birthday 
celebration at 
the Lakeland 
Property Feb- 
ruary 26. 

Ryan Watson 



I want to wish a 
Happy Birthday to 
two wonderful amaz- 
ing little ladies in our 
lives. Alyss Cypress 
(6) & Mae’Anna 
Osceola (7). We love 
you both so much. 

From 

the Panther Clan 
Camp. 



Happy Birthday to my sister Samantha Osceola Hisler on March 23rd and to my 
mom Barbara Osceola Butera on April 7th. The both of you mean the world to me, 
Happy Birthday and I love you very much! XOXO Ciara Billie Guerue 


Happy Birthday Egoosh and grandma! 
Love, Melinda Guerue 



Ryan Watson 

Nancy Frank celebrates her 61st birthday at the Tampa El- 
der Affairs Office on March 1st. 




CLASSIFIED 



Get Out of 
Tail Fast! Call 
Myrna Loy (954) 
583-9119. Tribal 
dividends, Mas- 
terCard and Visa 
accepted. 24 hours 
• Speedy Release • 
Professional Ser- 
vice. 1128 NW 31st 
Avenue, Ft. Lau- 
derdale, FL 33311 



COLDUJeLL 
BANKER □ 


DIANE LOTT, RN, BSN, P.A. 
Realtor 

South Broward Board of Realtors 
Florida Association of Realtors 
National Association of Realtors 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 

3319 Sheridan St. 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


(cell) 954-294-5060 
(fax) 954-272-7118 
email: diane.lott@floridamoves.com 
http://www.floridamoves.com/diane.lott 
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CLASSIFIED 


PRISCILLA D. SAYEN 

Office of the Secretary 

March 22,2011 

RE: ELECTION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE 
PUBLICATION 

Attn: Legal/Classified: 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc., is announcing their General Election for the 
position of Tribal Council Chairman at Large and Board of 
Directors President at Large along with the Reservation 
Representative for the Big Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood 
Reservations. By our Tribal Constitution and Corporate 
Charter we are publicly announcing our Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. General Election 
to be held on Monday, May 9, 201 1 . 

NOTICE SEMINOLE TRIBAL GENERAL ELECTION MAY 9, 

2011 

For the Chairman of Tribal Council at Large and the Presi- 
dent at Large of the Board of Directors and Tribal Council 
Representatives and Board of Directors Representatives for 
the Big Cypress, Brighton and Hollywood Reservations in 
accordance with the Amended Constitution and Bylaws of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida, and the Amended Corporate 
Charter of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., a General 
Election is called for the following offices, on Monday, May 
9, 2011 

Tribal Election Announcement Publication 

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 
SEMIOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA, INC. 

TRIBAL COUNCIL: 

CHAIRMAN (1) 

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 

BRIGHTON RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 


HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

PRESIDENT (1) 

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 

BRIGHTON RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 

HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION REPRESENTATIVE (1) 

Enrolled members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida who 
have reached their 18th 

birthday on or before April 9, 201 1 , and who have lived on 
any combination of the reservations ten (10) month out of 
each year for the past four years, are eligible to vote for the 
positions mentioned above. 

The representatives for Tribal Council and Board of Direc- 
tors are voted for by residents of their respective reserva- 
tions. 

All eligible voters may vote for at-Large candidates. 

Eligible members who wish to become candidates may 
obtain a petition form from one of the Tribal Offices at 
Brighton, Big Cypress, and Hollywood reservations, begin- 
ning March 31 , 201 1 or can obtain information from the 
Secretary of the Tribal Council and Board of Directors. The 
completed petitions from candidates must be in the hands 
of the Secretary no later than 5:00 p.m. on or before April 
1 1 , 201 1 so that the announcement of candidates can be 
announced April 13, 2011. 

ALL ELIGIBLE TRIBAL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO VOTE! 

PRISCILLA D. SAYEN 
SECRETARY 

You may send the bill to the above address for payment, 
along with an affidavit of publications. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to call me. 

Attention: Priscilla Sayen, 

Secretary’s Office. 



Dear Parents and Families, 

You are invited to our Scholastic Book Fair, a reading event packed with excitement for 
students and families. 


Our theme — Book Fair Carnival — will make reading as entertaining as a carnival 
midway. The entire community will delight in an exciting atmosphere of great books 
and fun. Readers of all ages will walk away from the Book Fair with the grandest prize 
of all: new books to inspire a lifelong love of reading! 

Strong reading skills are essential to a child’s success in school and life. Our Book Fair 
encourages this success by offering students access to great books at affordable 
prices. Children are more likely to read books they personally choose. The wide variety 
of choices offered at our Book Fair ensures that there will be something for everyone, 
including adults! 


Please join us to make this Book Fair the BEST our library has ever seen. I look 
forward to seeing you at the Fair! 


Fair Dates: Monday, April 4 th - Friday, April 8th 
Shopping Times: 9 AM- 4 PM 

Location: Hollywood Headquarters Auditorium Lobby 



SCHOLASTIC 


D 2011 Scholastic Inc. 9100 • 32527 


FINANCIAL LITERACY SEMINARS 


Youth Program 

Big Cypress Family Investment Center 

Saturday, April 30, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 1-3) 

Saturday, May 28, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 4 -6) 

Saturday, June 25, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 7 - 8) 

All minor Seminole Tribal Members who will be 18 years of age by December 31, 2011 are strongly 
encouraged to attend. This series of classes will fulfill your Grantor's Trust Financial Literacy Requirement. All 
modules must be completed in order to earn your Certificate of Completion. If you miss a class it can be 
completed during the next series of classes which will begin in July. 


Adult Program 


Big Cypress Family Investment Center 

Saturday, April 30, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday, May 28, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday, June 25, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

This class is new to our financial literacy program. It is open to all adult Seminole Tribal Members and will run 
in conjunction with the youth financial literacy program. Parents are encouraged to attend. If you miss a class 
it can be completed during the next series of classes which will begin in July. 


For more information or to sign up for either program please contact 
Rita McCabe - Brighton Executive Administrative Office 863 - 763 - 4128 ext. 15403 
Office of Trust Management 954 - 966 - 6300 ext. 1 1 432 


Attention 10th— 12th graders 



TESTING DATE : MAY 7. 2011 
Regular Registration Deadline: April 8, 2011 
Late Registration Deadline: April 22, 2011 


Ahfachkee will be administering the SAT TESTING on 

Mav 7th the 1st Floor Learning Resources Center. 

We can help you register for the test on-line. 

Please contact Gina Walters@ the Ahfachkee: 863-228-1059 
or the Big Cypress Education Department : 863-902-3200 

REMEMBER: 

The SAT is designed to assess your academic readiness for college. 
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Seminole Pride Competes at Gasparilla 
Classic Gymnastic Meet 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The gymnastics team Seminole Pride showed off their hard 
work and competed in the annual Gasparilla Classic March 27 at Tropicana Field against teams 
from all over Florida. 

Seminole Pride is comprised of six talented gymnasts: Charlie Osceola, Harmony Cypress, 
Tawni Cypress, Valholly Frank, Alyssa Osceola and Trinity Williams. 

The young girls showed their skills on the vault, bars, balance beam and finished off with a 
floor routine. This was the team’s first time competing at Gasparilla Classic and only the girls’ 
sixth meet as a team. 

“I love this meet, the competition setting is amazing,” team coach Gina Allardyce said. “You 
can just feel the energy. I know our girls were nervous but they did very well.” 

Tawni Cypress nailed the vault scoring a 9.5. Valholly Frank impressed the judges with her 
floor routine earning her a score of 9.0 and a fourth place medal for the category. 

Seminole Pride was started just two years ago and they have come so far, Allardyce said. 
The girls train in Big Cypress three days a week after school. 

“It takes a lot of dedication and perseverance,” said Allardyce, also a member of the Semi- 
nole Fitness Department. 

She also commended the parents, saying they are just as dedicated as the kids are. At Gas- 
parilla Classic, they sat in the stands and along the railings cheering their daughters on while 
snapping pictures. 

“If these parents didn’t show their support, it would be hard for the kids to compete,” Al- 
lardyce said. 

Medals and trophies were given out for each individual event, overall ranking and team 
standing. 

All of the girls showed impressive scores for their first time competing against such large 
and experienced teams. 

“I’m so proud of them and they know it,” Allardyce said. 




Photo above, Alyssa Osceola maintains focus on the floor during the annual 
Gasparilla Classic March 27 at Tropicana Fields in St. Petersburg. 

Left photo, Tawni Cypress proudly salutes, showing off her three medals for the 
vault, floor and all-around. 

Rachel Buxton SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE C7 


Former NBA All-Star Jamal Mashburn 
Presents Game Jersey to Ahfachkee School 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Former University of Kentucky All-American and National Basketball Association All-Star Jamal Mashburn autographs one of his custom college 
jerseys from his University of Kentucky playing days at the Hollywood Tribal Chief Operations Office Feb. 11. The jersey was presented Feb. 24 at 
the Big Cypress Ahfachkee School basketball awards banquet where Mashburn was the keynote speaker. 


Deforest Carter’s Inside Story 
Strikes Special Chord With His 
Seminole People 

A special profile of the college-bound Tribal 
basketball player's young life 

B Y NAJI T OBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

Determination, focus and readiness. 

The above traits may best describe the character of Deforest Carter, a Tribal citizen 
who hails from the Big Cypress Reservation. 

Dreams of becoming a bona fide basketball player embodied Carter’s mindset ever 
since he was just a toddler at his home residence. It’s something the 17-year-old envi- 
sioned not only in his mind, but quite possibly his heart, body and soul as well. 

All of that has translated into Carter’s successful transition from his younger days at 
the Big Cypress Reservation to his time at national high school basketball powerhouse 
Montverde Academy in Montverde, an area that is 20 minutes west of Orlando. 

And it has earned the honor roll student - now a senior and starting two-guard at 
Montverde - a college scholarship. 

Carter s early days on the reservation 

Life in Big Cypress was all about dreaming big for Carter. He first played basketball 
at just nine years old, when he starred for the Big Cypress Recreation’s 9U Youth Bas- 
ketball of America team. 

Carter’s head coach, then-Big Cypress recreation coordinator Eddie Redd, noticed a 
special leadership quality about him early on. 

“Everybody looked up to Deforest because of the way he loved basketball,” Redd 
said. “Most kids out in Big Cypress liked to ride four-wheelers, but Deforest put a lot of 
his time into the court. Kids loved to play with him because he stayed positive.” 

Redd also took notice of how Carter overcame his on-court vision problem while in 
Big Cypress. To correct that, Carter began wearing goggles on the court - something that 
players from other teams initially made fun of him for. 

“The thing is that Deforest had poor vision back then,” Redd said. “We didn’t notice 
it until he started missing a lot of passes. That’s where it came in about him wearing the 
glasses.” 

Carter, who now wears contact lenses, acknowledged that past issue as he boldly 
addressed how it inspired him to display a noticeable work ethic on the court. 

“People would laugh at me, but I would go out there and bully my opponents,” 
Carter said. “The other kids wouldn’t say anything after I scored 15, 20 points a game 
against them. Now, I don’t have to worry about my image.” 

Please see CARTER on page C2 


Big Cypress Seniors Celebrate 
Remembrance of John Billie Sr. in 
Fifth Annual Horseshoe Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

Family members of the late John Billie Sr., who was born on Feb. 5, 1939 and passed away on March 24, 2006 at age 67, 
share a group moment with Tribal Board President Richard Bowers Jr. and Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 

In remembrance of the honoree. SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE C5 


Tribal Youth Participate in 
American Heritage Quad Meet 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


American Heritage sprinter Neko Osceola, left, races toward a first Competitors Mariah Bowers, left, and Carson Knaby 

place photo finish against Home Schools’ Darien Ruiz, right, in heat are all smiles in a show of sportsmanship between 

one of the boys’ 100-meter dash. Osceola joined three other Tribal races. 

youth for competition in the American Heritage Quad Track and Field 

Meet featuring six other schools in a variety of field and race events 

held at the American Heritage School Feb. 17. 
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Ahfachkee Lady Warriors Launch Inaugural Softball Season 

Lady Warriors start off at 0-2, with a 13-6 loss to LaBelle and a 12-9 loss to Glades Day (Belle Glade) 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

History repeats itself again with the Ahfachkee Warriors athletic pro- 
gram. 

In what has turned out to be a year of firsts, the Ahfachkee Lady War- 
riors softball program played its first two FHSAA-sanctioned games on 
the road against the LaBelle Cowgirls on March 1 and against the Glades 
Day (Belle Glade) Gators on March 4. 

Both games resulted in losses for the Lady Warriors - a 13-6 defeat at 
the hands of the Cowgirls and a 12-9 loss to the Gators. 

First-ever Lady Warriors softball game in LaBelle 

As the girls took to the field, a group of fans from the Big Cypress 
Reservation watched them begin the first inning with a 2-0 lead, thanks to 
walks by Lady Warriors starting pitcher Dasani Cypress and first baseman 
Nauthkee Henry. After a few LaBelle wild pitches, Cypress and Henry 
each advanced bases to reach home plate, as they scored the Lady War- 
riors’ first two runs, respectively, in its history. 

The Lady Warriors lead was short-lived, however, as Cypress (four 
innings pitched, nine runs allowed, three hits allowed, two walks allowed, 
seven strikeouts) struggled early on with her pitches, allowing four runs 
to the Cowgirls as the home team took a 4-2 lead into the second inning. 

Ahfachkee wouldn’t score again until the third inning, as Taylor Ful- 
ton (l-for-4 batting, RBI, two strikeouts) connected on a triple off a 2-and- 
1 pitch count, sending Cypress (three total offensive runs scored) to home 
plate. That would cut the Cowgirls’ lead to 5-3. 

However, the game was essentially out of reach by the end of the 
third, with Cypress allowing three more runs to the Cowgirls. It was an 8-3 
deficit at the point for the Lady Warriors. 

By the start of the fifth inning - when Danni Jae Tommie (offensive 
run scored in the fifth) relieved Cypress - the Ahfachkee deficit was 9-3. 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors first-year softball head coach John Gal- 
legos explained how the early game struggles transpired. 

“Most of our mistakes came in the third and fourth innings,” Gal- 
legos said. “It usually starts with a small mistake, like a dropped ball, an 
over- thrown ball or an error by one of the girls. It leads to the team getting 
frustrated and then making more mistakes.” 

The Lady Warriors did try to make a strong push for a comeback, scor- 


ing three runs in the pivotal fifth inning. A few passed balls by LaBelle ’s 
pitching corps contributed to runs from Tommie, Cypress and Henry (two 
total offensive runs scored). The Cowgirls’ lead was cut to 9-6 as the game 
went into the bottom of the fifth. 

But Tommie (two innings pitched, four runs allowed, two hits al- 
lowed, four walks allowed, one strikeout) couldn’t stop the Cowgirls’ of- 
fensive attack, as LaBelle added two more runs in that crucial inning to 
give them an 11-6 lead. 

LaBelle scored two runs in the sixth to cap the game’s scoring. 

“One strong point I got from this game is that the girls find a way to 
rally back together,” Gallegos said. “Although we fell short of a win, we 
take this as a learning experience. Our team played together for the first 
time, so that means we’re beginning to work on our teamwork ability. We 
don’t have that yet; it will take some time to get there.” 

Lady Warriors travel to Glades Day in matchup with Gators 

Ahfachkee ’s next softball game against the Glades Day (Belle Glade) 
Gators started off strong in the first inning, as Tommie banged in the pro- 
gram’s first-ever home run for a 1-0 lead. Fulton, who smacked in a triple, 
also scored to give the Lady Warriors a 2-0 lead in the first. 

Cypress, meanwhile, had a fast start on the mound, as she limited 
Glades Day’s offense to one hit and forced three groundouts to keep the 
2-0 score in Ahfachkee ’s favor. 

The Lady Warriors added another run in the top of the third inning, 
with Savannah Tiger connecting on a single that sent Henry home for a 3-0 
lead by Ahfachkee. 

But the Lady Warriors’ three-run advantage quickly evaporated in the 
bottom of the third inning, as Glades Day’s offense was firing on all cyl- 
inders, highlighted by an inside-the-park home run that cut Ahfachkee ’s 
lead to 3-2. That fateful inning ended with the Lady Warriors down 5-3. 

Ahfachkee cut Glades Day’s lead to 5-4 in the fourth, thanks to an 
RBI single by Cypress that sent Mika Lopez to home plate. However, the 
Lady Warriors would get no closer in this game, as Glades Day went on a 
tear, scoring five runs in the bottom of the fourth for a 10-4 lead. 

In just four innings, Glades Day’s offense amassed 15 hits and two 
walks - something that Gallegos said the team needs to address. 

“During this game, we called a time out to get the girls refocused 


so they could have a little time to cool off,” Gallegos said. “Once they 
overcame their frustrations, I was confident they would start a rally later 
in the game.” 

And that they did - all in the sixth inning. 

Down 12-4 in the top of the sixth, Ahfachkee scored five runs to cut 
Glades Day’s lead to three. The offensive onslaught began with Tommie’s 
RBI single that allowed Lopez to score her second run of the game, which 
sliced the Gators’ lead to 12-5. 

Then Sarah Osceola and Tiger each came up big, as they knocked in 
RBI singles that were keys to their huge inning. Cypress scored after Tiger 
hit a bases-loaded single and Tiger ran to home plate after Osceola con- 
nected on her hit. 

Tommie and Henry also scored in the inning, which put the Lady War- 
riors back in the game again as they were now down 12-9. 

The game was called after six innings due to darkness at Gator Field, 
with Ahfachkee suffering its second loss of its inaugural season. 

Gallegos recapped what happened in these first two games and of- 
fered his take on what to expect later on this season. 

“Some of the girls have never played before, so we have to teach them 
bunting, sliding and base running,” Gallegos said. “One thing that helps is 
the support we have from the community in Big Cypress. Everyone in the 
community has helped in getting our program off the ground. With every- 
body behind us, we’ll get better as a team and bounce back.” 

Ahfachkee ’s next three softball games include an April 4 home opener 
at the Big Cypress softball field against Glades Day, a home date against 
LaBelle on April 5 and a road game at Moore Haven on April 6. 


AHFACHKEE LADY WARRIORS 
SOFTBALL TEAM ROSTER 

Chelsey Alvarado 
Sabre Billie 
Caitlin Cypress 
Dasani Cypress 
Taylor Fulton 
Nauthkee Henry 


Mika Lopez 
Sarah Osceola 
Rheannon Robbins 
Savannah Tiger 
Danni Jae Tommie 

Head Coach - John Gallegos 
Assistant Coach - Celesta Osceola 



Naji Tobias 

Players and coaches of the Ahfachkee Lady Warriors softball team enjoy a mement together after 
their hard-fought game against the Glades Day (Belle Glade) Gators on March 4. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors second baseman Savannah Tiger (4-4 
batting, 2 RBI singles) hustles her way in for a run in the top of the 
sixth inning against Glades Day on March 4. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Mika Lopez connects on a hit single against LaBelle in her team’s 
first-ever FHSAA-sanctioned game on March 1. 


CARTER 

From page Cl 


After getting past that problem, Carter’s main focus from there on was 
to take his game to an even higher level. But first, Carter needed to hone his 
basketball skills on the court with his Big Cypress travel teams. 

Carter, who played on the 9U and 10U YBOA Big Cypress teams 
with the likes of fellow Tribal hoopsters Ariah Osceola, Catlin Tommie, 
Anthony Balentine and Josie Balentine, said he and his teammates were 
constantly thinking about what they could do to impact the lives of their 
younger Tribal peers. 

And they have, as each one of them has, in their own way, made their 
marks in Seminole Tribal sports history. 

Osceola recently led her Hollywood Christian Eagles girls’ basketball 
team to its first-ever state title, while Tommie has demonstrated his abil- 
ity to play football, basketball and baseball at Woods Haven Preparatory 
Academy - to name just two Tribal sports accomplishments made over the 
past year. 

“I’ve always told them that we are the ones who could set the example 
for future generations,” Carter said. “It’s great to know that we’re all fin- 
ishing school and are on our way to realizing our dreams.” 

Carter s move from Big Cypress to Montverde Academy 

When Carter turned 12 years old - he began his schooling at Eastside 
Elementary School in Clewiston - a major decision was made on his be- 
half. 

Carter’s parents - his mother, Myra Jumper and his stepfather, Bron- 
son Hill - decided that they move to Orlando so they could give him a 
better shot at obtaining exposure in basketball. 

An honors student throughout much of his childhood, Carter enrolled 
at Central Florida Preparatory School - a launching pad for where he 
would end up next. 

Carter attributed the transition - and the continuation of his lifelong 
dream - to a special group of people in his life. 

“It’s great to have the family behind me,” Carter said. “I got to know 
most of my family as I grew up. The main obstacle was to figure out how 

I could develop 
into the player I 
wanted to be. The 
only way I could 
have done that 
was to move off 
the reservation. It 
was tough, but I 
believe my mom 
made one of the 
best decisions 
she’s ever made 
for me.” 

It worked out 
very well for him, 
so much so that 
he earned his way 
into becoming 
the first Seminole 
Tribal citizen in 
history to attend 
the internation- 
ally known cam- 
pus of Montverde 
Academy. 

Redd, con- 
sidered by Carter 
as his second 
father and men- 
tor, discussed the 
move. 

“Deforest 
has opened a 
lot of doors for 
other kids who 
may want to go 
through that pro- 
gram,” Redd said. “Montverde is a top-notch basketball program, so if you 
get a kid from the reservation to play for them - and start there - then you 
did a good job. It’s not easy to accomplish because they bring the best of 
the best from all over.” 

Mary Tigertail, Carter’s grandmother, couldn’t agree more. 

“Deforest is at a school where the coaches and teachers care about 
him,” Tigertail said. “He’s in good hands.” 


Carters time as 
a Montverde Acade- 
my Eagles basketball 
star 

Kevin Sutton, 
the longtime boys’ 
basketball coach at 
Montverde Acad- 
emy, has been im- 
pressed with Carter’s 
work ethic on and off 
the court throughout 
his time at the cam- 
pus. 

With his sheer 
attention to detail 
and expectation for 
continual all-around 
improvement in his 
players, Sutton noted 
something special 
about Carter. 

“To have De- 
forest as the first 
Seminole I’ve ever 
coached is an hon- 
or,” Sutton said. “He 
brings so much to 
the table as far as his 
character and play 
are concerned. I hope that this will be the beginning of the opportunity to 
have more Seminoles in our program.” 

Carter, who has been with the Montverde Academy Eagles since he 
was a freshman on the 2007-2008 team, has had to work his way up the 
system. But through it all, he eventually earned a key spot on the varsity 
team. 

As the team’s sixth man in his junior season, Carter played an integral 
role in Montverde ’s road to last year’s National High School Invitational 
tournament - a national championship round-robin competition formed 
and televised by ESPN. 

He even got some face time on ESPN in Montverde ’s national cham- 
pionship game against Findlay Prep (Henderson, Nev.), thus elevating his 
profile as a bona fide high school basketball player. 

“Deforest has been a big contributor to our program, particularly over 
the last two seasons,” Sutton said. “He has helped make our program one 
of the best not only in the state, but also in the country.” 

Carter’s role increased by the start of his senior season, when Sutton 
named him the team’s starting two-guard. He was also tabbed as one of the 
team’s captains. 

Mentioned in a January issue of the USA Today newspaper - Carter 
led all scores with 19 points in a win over Sagemont (Weston, Fla.) for 
then-No. 22 ranked Montverde - the Class of 2011 senior class president 
stood out primarily for his all-around versatility and leadership skills. 

It was not lost on Sutton, who said the game against Sagemont was 
one of Carter’s finest to that point. 

“In that particular game, Deforest was very aggressive on the of- 
fense,” Sutton said. “More importantly, from a leadership standpoint, he 
led by example on both sides of the ball. But for him [Deforest] to score 
19 points is not his game. Deforest tends to impact the overall game with 
plays that can go unnoticed by people who don’t know the game of bas- 
ketball.” 

By the time Montverde ’s 2010-2011 season ended - the Eagles (23-5 
final overall record) finished as the No. 3 overall team in the state’s high 
school preps poll, while rising up to No. 13 in the USA Today Super 25 
national rankings, No. 26 in the Rivals 100 national poll and No. 28 in the 
ESPN Rise national poll as of the week of March 21 - Carter turned out 
to be one of team’s top overall players. 

The Tribal standout finished the season with averages of about 12 
points per game, six rebounds per game and five steals per game. 

“Deforest played consistently all season long,” Sutton said. “He 
made the plays that were needed to help our team become successful.” 

Carter s plans to further his basketball career and education 

Carter recently declared his verbal college commitment to Embry- 
Riddle College, a NAIA basketball program school out of Daytona Beach, 
Fla. Deforest plans to major in engineering. 

“Four years ago, I asked Deforest what his goals were,” Sutton said. 
“He said to me, ‘Coach, I want to go to college and get my degree. I want 
to play college basketball and get my education paid for.’ For him to reach 
his goal, he now becomes a living trophy to me. Deforest is a feather in 
my cap, one that I’m truly proud of.” 


Carter, who is expected to officially sign his letter of intent to Em- 
bry- Riddle sometime next month, will soon be enshrined in Montverde ’s 
wall of honor - a special kind of recognition that highlights the program’s 
alumni accomplishments in college and beyond. 

“Deforest is setting a big example for his family,” Sutton said. “He’s 
showing that hard work pays off. Hopefully, it could carry over to his sib- 
lings and let them know that college is an option.” 

Marcia Moore, Carter’s English teacher, expects Carter to continue 
his winning ways - particularly when it comes to the art of balancing his 
academics and athletics in college. 

“We’re very proud of Deforest,” Moore said. “He’s a role model inside 
and outside of the classroom. You’re going to get his best in everything and 
he has a great attitude about life.” 

Carter attributes much of his high school basketball success to Sut- 
ton, who has apparently played an integral role into his development as a 
young man. 

“Coach [Kevin Sutton] has always been there for me,” Carter 
said. “Literally and figuratively, we [Deforest and his teammates] know 
we have one more player on the court with us. It’s great to see and 
know that he’s always fighting for us in the heat of the moment. Even 
if Coach is not there, he’s there in spirit. It’s been the best experience 
of my life.” 

Carters gratefulness of how he achieved his early childhood dreams 

Tigertail said he always desired to have an impact on his Tribal peers 
through the game of basketball. Carter’s primary goals in life have stuck 
with the Tribal senior and grandmother to this day. 

“Deforest always wanted to be the role model for the younger kids in 
Big Cypress,” Tigertail said. “The most important thing in his life is show- 
ing them they can be anything they dream to be.” 

And just because Carter is moving on to college, it doesn’t mean he’s 
going to forget about his family and friends at the Big Cypress Reserva- 
tion. 

“I think that now, maybe people from the Tribe can see there’s more to 
life than just staying on the reservation,” Carter said. “You could leave the 
reservation and still be there in spirit.” 

Carter said he still often thinks about all of his Tribal peers and the 
ones that will be coming behind him - particularly his younger siblings. 

“To see that my little brothers were watching me play, it lets them 
know they can always achieve any dream they have in their minds,” Carter 
said. 

Carter also continues to think about what he could do to help improve 
the Tribe’s image. Tigertail said her grandson recently talked about the 
possibility of hosting a basketball clinic and camp in Big Cypress someday. 

But for right now, it’s all about the continued pursuit of self-im- 
provement for Carter - a hallmark trait has stood the test of time for him 
throughout his young life. 

“I’m never going to stop developing myself,” Carter said. “I’m always 
going to keep representing for my Tribe, my school and my team. Wher- 
ever I go, I’m always going to give my all in everything I do. I just want to 
better myself as a person and the people around me.” 
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Deforest Carter, left and his coach Kevin Sutton, right, share a bonding moment 
together after the Jan. 21 basketball practice concludes at Montverde Academy. 
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Deforest Carter goes up for a slam dunk during a warm-up 
drill session at practice on Jan. 21. 
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Mary Tigertail, the grandmother of Deforest Carter, 
holds up a specially made photo of the Montverde Acad- 
emy hoopster on the court. 
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Family members, community members and friends of the late Tyler Cypress gather together for a special group moment in his honor during the 2nd Annual Tyler Cypress Memorial Fishing 
Tournament on March 12. 

Children and Families Bond Together at 2nd Annual 
Tyler Cypress Memorial Fishing Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

During the morning hours of the fishing tournament, the tandem of Elijah Marrero, 6, left and his grandfather, Frank Marrero, right, 
is out and about as they’re searching for some big bass in the Big Cypress L-28 canal waters. 


2ND ANNUAL 
TYLER CYPRESS 
MEMORIAL 
FISHING 
TOURNAMENT 
RESULTS 

Bass 

1 . Fred Phillips/ 
Cooper Rivers, 2. 
Jason Billie/Jonah 
Alvarado, 3. Frank 
Marrero/Elijah 
Marrero 
Panfish 
1 . Brian Billie/ 
Elijiah Cook, 2. 
Charlie Cypress/ 
Ryan Cypress/ 


Caitlin Cypress, 3. 
Jason Billie/Jonah 
Alvarado 
Garfish 
1 .Jason Billie/ 
Jonah Alvarado, 2. 
Charlie Cypress/ 
Ryan Cypress/ 
Caitlin Cypress 
Biggest Bass 
1 . Jason Billie/ 
Jonah Alvarado 
Biggest Panfish 
1 . Brian Billie/ 
Elijiah Cook 
Biggest Garfish 
1 . Jason Billie/ 
Jonah Alvarado 




Photo above, the team of Stevie Billie, 17 and Taylor 
Pratt, 18, is proud of the big bass they caught in the Big 
Cypress L-28 canal waters as they show off what they 
accomplished. 

Left photo, the team of Micah Stockton and his father, 
Kassim Stockton, share a bonding together on their 
fishing boat while they hunt for bass on the Big Cypress 
L-28 Canal during the 2nd Annual Tyler Cypress Memorial 
Fishing Tournament. 
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The parent/child team of Jason Billie, left and stepson 
Jonah Alvarado, 12, right, shows off their big bass at the 
weight in. Their bass was weighted at 7.31 lbs. - good for 
top honors in this year’s competition. 
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Here’s a look at a baby picture of Tyler Cypress, who 
passed away last March at the age of 15 years old. 


Lady Seminoles Kick Off Inaugural Season at 
Home Game Against Glades Day 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers, left, and Pemayetv Emahakv principal Russell Brown do the honors of 
throwing out the first balls at the Charter School’s Lady Seminoles’ inaugural season and softball game against 
Glades Day, held on the Brighton Reservation Feb. 22. 
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Sydnee Cypress rounds third base, earning her the Darla Cypress winds up for a fast pitch against Glades 
first homerun of the season. Day. 
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The families of Ameri- 
can Heritage Lady Pa- 
triots seniors and Hol- 
lywood Tribal citizens 
Kristen Billie, No. 3, 
and Whitney Osceola, 
No. 24, share a group 
moment after Heritage 
defeated the St. An- 
drews Scots (Boca Ra- 
ton), 46-32, in the Feb. 
10 Class 3A regional 
quarterfinals. 

Naji Tobias 


American Heritage’s Girls Basketball Season 
Ends in Class 3A Playoff Loss 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

COCUNUT CREEK - Defense, fouls and free- 
throw shots. 

The Class 3 A regional semifinal matchup between 
the American Heritage (Plantation) Lady Patriots and 
the North Broward Prep (Coconut Creek) Lady Eagles 
on Feb. 15 came down to those three things, as North 
Broward Prep defeated American Heritage, 43-41. 

The Lady Eagles, who beat the Lady Patriots four 
times this season, denied Heritage (16-12 overall final 
record) a shot at reaching this year’s Class 3 A State 
Finals Series berth. 

Had Heritage won this game, they would have 
faced off against the University Lady Suns in the Feb. 
19 Class 3 A regional finals in Davie. 

Seminole Tribal basketball fans likely would have 
been in a torn state thinking which team to root for, 
as they would have seen University senior Courtney 
Osceola face off against Heritage seniors Kristen Bil- 
lie and Whitney Osceola - all hailing from the Hol- 
lywood Reservation. 

“We were looking forward to it,” said Hollywood 
Tribal citizen Esther Gopher, mother of Heritage’s 
Kristen Billie. “We should have moved on to play 
University, but it didn’t work out for us.” 

Heritage, who was unable to hold on to a 20-17 
halftime lead, was done in by a slew of missed free- 
throw opportunities in the second half and several 
fouls - two things that Prep took advantage of down 
the stretch. 

“They have beaten us so many times over the 
years,” North Broward Prep Lady Eagles head coach 
Greg Walker said about Heritage. “Our girls have been 
kicked down a lot, but we had to fight back. We just 
beat a great ball club in Heritage. Their team is really 
talented.” 

In what came down to a nail biter, fans from both 
teams were on the edges of their seats much of the 
game. Prep took a 6-0 run early in the third quarter to 
give them a 23-21 lead, their first of the game. 

Billie (six points - all in the first half) grabbed 
a steal from Prep with 7:06 left in the third, but the 
critical possession ended in a missed shot for Heritage, 
giving Prep the momentum from there - which was on 
their side the rest of the way. 


Billie hit a timely 3 -pointer from the top of the 
key with 2:57 left in the first, giving Heritage a 13-7 
early lead - their largest of the game. But she was com- 
pletely shut down in the second half, as Prep keyed in 
on her every time she touched the ball. 

“If she’s knocking shots down early in the game, 
it’s going to be a long night for any opponent,” Walker 
said of Billie. “Kristen is someone you dread to play 
against but love to have on your team. If we didn’t 
clamp her down on defense, it would have been a long 
night for us.” 

Meanwhile, American Heritage senior point guard 
Whitney Osceola converted on a free throw with 1:32 
left in the third quarter to pull the Lady Patriots within 
two - a 28-26 margin in favor of Prep. She opened up 
on how the game got away from her team. 

“We played hard and put everything on this line,” 
Whitney Osceola said. “Not a lot of teams make it as 
far as we did. Both teams gave their all and left every- 
thing on the court. It’s just that North Broward Prep 
got the breaks at the end.” 

Facing a 32-30 end-of-third-quarter deficit, Heri- 
tage knew it had to limit Prep’s shot opportunities in 
the pivotal fourth frame. But it didn’t happen, as the 
Lady Eagles cruised to an 8-4 run, giving them a 40- 
34 lead with 4:32 left. 

Heritage found themselves down just two points 
to Prep - a 42-40 margin in favor of the Lady Eagles 
with 1 :20 left. A steal from Whitney Osceola with 1 :32 
left played an integral role in Heritage’s late 6-2 run. 

The Lady Patriots would get no closer, however, 
as they missed a 3-pointer with less than a minute left 
in the game. Prep needed to convert just one free throw 
down the stretch to end Heritage’s season for good. 

“Our bodies got fatigued toward the end of the 
game,” American Heritage Lady Patriots first-year 
head coach Natasha Kossenko said. “We’re pretty 
young and inexperienced, so when we have calls that 
don’t go our way, we tend to fold just a little bit. But 
our girls fought very hard on the court and I can’t com- 
plain about that at all.” 

Heritage was looking to play their way into a sec- 
ond consecutive Class 3 A State Finals Series appear- 
ance. 

Starring Whitney Osceola, the Lady Patriots made 
it to their first-ever State Final Four last season, losing 
to Bishop Moore (Orlando), 46-39, in Lakeland. 


More photos of John Billie Sr. Horseshoe Tournament 


Fifth Annual John Billie Sr. Horseshoe Tournament Results 
Lounger Ball 

1 . Joe Billie Jr., 2. Almira Billie, 3. Thomas W. Billie 

Horseshoes 

1 . Janice Osceola, 2. Joe B. Osceola, 3. Tommie Billie 



Naji Tobias 

A snapshot of the late John Billie Sr. in his earlier days. 
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Big Cypress Tribal citizen Judy Jim makes fry 
bread and other Seminole Traditional foods 
under the Family Investment Center’s Culture 
Camp Cooking Chickee for the Big Cypress se- 
niors at the fifth annual John Billie Sr. Horse- 
shoe Tournament on March 17. 
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Rudy Osceola aims for his target at the fifth annual John 
Billie Sr. Horseshoe Tournament on March 17. 
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Big Cypress elder Theresa Jumper represents 
the women in the fifth annual John Billie Sr. 
Horseshoe Tournament. 


Tribal Members Gather in Memory for Jennie 
Chalfant Bowling Memorial 




Photo above, grandchildren of the late Jennie Chalfant, Jennifer and 
Justin Chalfant throw out the first balls during their late 
grandmother’s bowling memorial tournament March 12 held at Lucky 
Lanes in Okeechobee. The tournament brought Tribal members from 
different reservations together for a day of memory and fellowship. 

Left photo, Elbert Snow, co-organizer of the tournament, sets up for 
another strike. 
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Josh Sneed from Fort Pierce gets ready for a strike. 


Rachel Buxton 

Kevin Tommie Sr. makes the trip from Fort 
Pierce to participate. Tommie tries to repeat 
his recent score of 300. 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Association Tour 
Makes a Stop in Brighton 



Rachel Buxton 

Freddy War Bonnet takes the lead with a 76-point ride during the two-night rodeo. 



Rachel Buxton 


Jacoby Johns comes out of the shoot during the bareback riding competition at the EIRA rodeo in 
Brighton Feb. 11-12 held at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. Johns scored a 68-point ride. 






5C * The Seminole Tribune * March 31, 2011 


Former NBA Player Jamal Mashburn Inspires Youth at 
Ahfachkee's Basketball Awards Banquet 

MVP awards go to Lady Warriors freshman sensation Terri Baker 
and Warriors junior Stevie Billie 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee Warriors brought out a 
special guest and handed out a slew of season-ending awards to 
commemorate the school’s inaugural basketball season Feb. 24 at 
the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

A special basketball highlight video was shown to the Ah- 
fachkee athletes, courtesy of Seminole Media Productions. 

An awards presentation followed the video viewing, with the 
honors going to the following players, coaches and support staff: 

AHFAHCKEE LADY WARRIORS 
Most Valuable Player: Terri Baker 
Leadership Award: Tia Osborne 
Most Improved Player: Caitlin Cypress 

Warrior Pride Recipients: Sabre Billie and Reagan White- 
cloud 

Seminole Vest - courtesy of Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger: Kristin Stoots - head coach 

AHFACHKEE WARRIORS 
MVP: Taylor Pratt 
Most Spirit: Ryan Cypress 
Most Improved: Stevie Billie and Quenton Cypress 

Seminole Vest - courtesy of Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger: Antonio Wright - head coach 

OTHER HONORS 
Team Plaques 

Charlie Osceola - Music, Ashley Burnett - Concessions, 
Thommy Doud - Game Announcer, Kristin Stoots - Head Girls’ 
Coach, Hope Baker - Assistant Girls’ Coach, Antonio Wright 
- Head Boys’ Coach, Erik Sangabriel - Assistant Boys’ Coach, 

Cicero Osceola - Assistant Boys’ Coach Cicero Osceola 
Ahfachkee Warriors Letterman’s Jacket 

Girls: Kristin Stoots - Head Coach, Hope Baker - Assistant 
Boys: Antonio Wright - Head Coach, Erik Sangabriel - 
Assistant, Cicero Osceola - Assistant 

Former NBA player Jamal Mashburn was the highlight at the 
banquet. He offered words of encouragement and inspiration to 
the Warriors program. 

A montage presentation of Mashburn featured a highlight 
reel of his feats that spanned from his playing days as a Kentucky 
Wildcat in college basketball to his time in the NBA. 

“The biggest encouraging word I can give you is this: play 
the sport, but don’t let the sport play you,” Mashburn said. “You 
can play whatever sport you like, but use it to get somewhere in 
life.” 


Mashburn, who was the fourth overall NBA draft pick in the 
1993 draft by the Dallas Mavericks, admonished the Ahfachkee 
basketball players to remember the journey that they took to reach 
this point in their young lives. 

“Look at all the hard work that you’ve endured, all the friend- 
ships that you’ve made, all the great coaches that you have,” 
Mashburn said. “Listen to them, believe in yourself and really 
take your education seriously. I could never own anything that I 
have without having an education.” 

Mashburn told the Ahfachkee athletes to take their academics 
and their coaching very seriously. 

“In my life, when I was a young kid, I was a great basketball 
player,” Mashburn said while telling a story of how he grew up in 
New York City as a youngster. “Back in 1990, when I was a fresh- 
man, I failed three classes in my first semester. And I got kicked 
off the basketball team at that point.” 

Mashburn said his mother motivated him to put education 
at the forefront of his career plans. He recalled his mother telling 
him that anything could happen, which underscored the impor- 
tance of obtaining an education in case his NBA dreams didn’t 
work out as planned. 

“If it wasn’t for that experience of failing those three classes, 
which made me take my education much more seriously than my 
athletic career, I wouldn’t be standing here today,” Mashburn 
said. “Your academics, the way you treat people, the way you go 
about living a clean life can go a long way. You can only dribble a 
ball or catch a pass for so many years, but your life will continue. 
You don’t want life to go on without you.” 

A University of Kentucky college graduate, Mashburn earned 
a bachelor’s degree in communications. The former NBA player 
of 1 1 seasons has used his education and expertise to own a few 
automotive dealerships, a chain of Outback Steakhouse restau- 
rants and several Papa John’s Pizza and Dunkin Donuts franchis- 
es. The business investor has also seen air time as a sports analyst 
for ESPN - a major after-career achievement for Mashburn. 

“This is only one phase of your life and it’s a great phase; 
trust me. Be cognizant of the fact that your awards signify a jour- 
ney in your life,” he said. “Continue to educate yourself and have 
fun on your journey.” 

To top everything off, the celebrity speaker pulled out a spe- 
cial surprise gift for the Ahfachkee Warriors - an authentic plaque 
featuring his signed college basketball jersey. It was a throwback 
piece of memorabilia from when Mashburn starred for the Ken- 
tucky Wildcats college team. 

“This is something I would like for you to look at,” Mash- 
bum said to the Ahfachkee athletes before they took photos with 
him. “I hope it inspires you to think that the sport is more than just 
dribbling a ball. There are a lot of more things for you in life. Just 
keep on striving for your goals; you’ll get there.” 



w KENTUCKY 
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The Ahfachkee Warriors girls and boys teams share a special moment with former NBA player and guest speaker Jamal Mashburn, who framed 
and signed his authentic Kentucky Wildcats college basketball jersey as a gift to the Tribal athletic program. 


EAGLES 

From page A1 


the always calm and stoic Adamson said after the game. “We just 
felt like if we played a little bit better, played a little bit harder 
and focused a little bit more on defense that we would come out 
on top.” 

“My concern was that we were too emotional. Our commu- 
nication was bad and so was our spacing,” Adamson continued. 
“For us it was about knowing we needed to settle down and that 
there was a lot of time left and that in the end we would prevail 
if we just stayed persistent.” 

The game started out with TC going early and often to star 
senior power forward Danielle McCray as she had her way, es- 
tablishing herself on the post for which the Eagles had no an- 
swer. She racked up a game high 22 points at the break and fin- 
ished with a whopping 40 point, 1 5 rebound performance to lead 
all scorers. 

The Eagles clamped down defensively in the second half 
however, using their smothering 2-2-1 press and went on a 23-1 1 
run ending the third with a slim 50-46 lead. Adding to the Cru- 
saders’ (23-6) struggles were several missed free-throw attempts 
shooting only 65 percent from the stripe. 

The turning point in the game came at the 5:20 mark of the 
fourth as junior guard/forward Ariah Osceola forced a steal and 
was intentionally fouled on a fast break attempt, leading to her 
making two free throws plus getting possession of the ball. After 
another Christian score, the lead swelled to 60-52. 

Osceola would come up big once more inside a minute to 
play in regulation, hitting a huge 3 -pointer after running several 
minutes off the clock. 

“This is what we worked for, this was our motivation and 
what we were dedicated to. We worked hard to come here,” 
Osceola said with 14 points and nine assists in the win. “I am 
thankful we had those three losses in the state championship and 
state semi-finals (in 2009 and 2010) because it made us smarter, 
stronger and a more dedicated, closer family.” 

“They played a beautiful game,” Trinity Christian head 
coach Luke McCray said of the Eagles’ game plan. 

In the postgame press conference Adamson praised the ef- 
forts of TC. 

“Hats off to Trinity and their team, they are a great team 
with a great coaching staff,” Adamson said. “That type of game 
is what state championships are supposed to be about.” 


Looking back on the win, it completed a journey filled with 
unprecedented success and domination for the Eagles, which in- 
cluded a 24 game win streak and a 31-1 overall record. Heading 
into the championship game, the team had an amazing 5 3 -point 
per game average margin of victory with the only blemish com- 
ing in an 88-83 defeat at Archbishop McCarthy of Southwest 
Ranches in December 2010. 

But, the true measure of their dominance can be shown in 
their 2011 postseason run. Regional and state semifinal wins 
came over Lake 
Worth Christian (61- 
5), Florida Bible 
Christian (84-15), 

Miami Christian 
(77-10) and the Flor- 
ida A&M University 
(Baby Rattlers) (63- 
27). 

Christian’s 
championship squad 
also featured seniors 
Lorena Spaulding 
and Kaley Howard. 

Each averaged five 
and 11 points along 
with six and seven 
rebounds, respec- 
tively. Christian ju- 
nior guard/forward 
Rebecca Lyttle was 
named game MVP 
finishing with 28 
points and nine re- 
bounds. 

The defending 
champs’ 2011-2012 
season will feature 
seven returners in- 
cluding Osceola and 
Lyttle along with 
Tribal teammates 
underclassman Sky- 
la Osceola and ju- 
nior Maleah Isaac. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal standout guard/forward Ariah Osceola 
makes her move down court on the fast break 
versus Trinity Christian in second half action. 



Featured guest 
speaker and re- 
tired NBA super- 
star Jamal Mash- 
burn receives a 
complimentary 
gift of Ahfachkee 
Warriors memora- 
bilia from Ahfach- 
kee student activi- 
ties coordinator 
Randall Cleckler, 
right, at the Feb. 
24 basketball 
awards ceremony. 

Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger shows off the newly-minted 
Ahfachkee Warriors golf plaque at the 
awards ceremony. 



Naji Tobias 

Charlie Osceola, left, who provided music for all of this past 
season’s Ahfachkee Warriors home games and awards 
ceremony, was awarded a special plaque of appreciation 
from student activities coordinator Randall Cleckler at the 
Ahfachkee Warriors basketball awards ceremony. 



Naji Tobias 

Teammates of Stevie Billie give a thunderous applause for his season accomplishments after the MVP 
award was announced. 


Valentine’s Classic Has Two 
Championship Divisions 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The 17-and-under championship boys’ team Harlem Wildcats of Clewiston was led by head coaches 
Eddie Red, far left, and Tim Thomas, third from right. The Wildcats won the title game 45-22 as part 
of the champions crowned from two divisions held at the Hollywood Recreation Gym Feb. 19. The 
winners received trophies. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Lil Miccosukee B are the co-ed middle school champs. 
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Teams Commemorate Howard Tiger at 
Memorial Basketball Tournament 



Aimee Hoyt 

Men’s team Big Cypress scores the championship trophy during the Howard Tiger Memorial 
Tournament on March 5. The team finished on top in a best of series against team Hollywood in the 
Seminole Recreation Gym. 



Team Y.D.W.I. 
takes home 
the champi- 
onship trophy 
in the wom- 
en’s bracket 
winning 
against team 
Southern 
Smoke. 

Aimee Hoyt 


Ahfachkee School's Students and Staff 
Participate in Field Day Activities 



University’s Dream Season Ends in Class 3A Regional 
Finals Loss to North Broward Prep 

Lady Suns Reach Class 3A Regional Finals for First Time in History 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE — The dream season of the University (Davie) 
Lady Suns ended in dramatic fashion. 

Favored to reach this year’s FHSAA Class 3 A State Finals 
Series, all University had to do was hold steady in their Class 
3 A Regional Finals matchup with North Broward Prep (Coconut 
Creek) on Feb. 19. 

The pumped-up crowd at University School witnessed a 
very tight contest throughout, as the Lady Eagles eked out an 
emotional 36-34 win - a game that neither team ever led by more 
than three points. 

“It’s a heartbreaker,” said Hollywood Tribal citizen Virgin- 
ia Osceola, who is the mother of University senior point guard 
Courtney Osceola. “I really thought [University] had the mo- 
mentum going, but it just didn’t work out.” 

University (23-7 final overall record) seemed to be ripe for 
the breakout win when they converted on a floating jumper with 
2:04 left in the game, taking a 34-31 lead. 

But the Lady Suns were completely shut down the rest of 
the way, as North Broward Prep (18-8 record after the win over 
University; 19-9 final overall record) muscled its way to 5-0 run 
en route to their big win. That all came from a combination of 
two critical layups the Lady Suns allowed in the final two min- 
utes and a key free-throw conversion. 

Regardless of University’s loss, it will still go down as the 
Lady Suns’ most successful season ever, as they reached the 
Class 3 A regional finals for the first time in its history. 

To reach that point, the Lady Suns blew past Ransom Ever- 
glades (Miami), 53-33, in the Feb. 10 Class 3A regional quarter- 
finals and defeated Monsignor Pace (Miami), 54-44, in the Feb. 
15 Class 3 A regional semis. 

North Broward Prep, which advanced all the way to this 
year’s Class 3 A state championship game, broke a 34-all tie on a 
game-winning layup from inside the paint with just 9.2 seconds 
left. 

Following an inbounds pass from University’s Courtney 
Osceola (two points in this game), the Lady Suns simply were 
denied a good look by Prep’s clamping defense for a chance at 
a buzzer-beating 3 -pointer - thus crushing University’s hopes at 
reaching their first State Final Four in Lakeland. 

“Once again, there are no words I can explain how I feel 
about this win right now,” North Broward Prep head coach Greg 
Walker said. “From our last game with University to this one, 
we’re a night and day team. In this game, we were concerned 
about Courtney Osceola because when her name comes up, I 
think of her as a shooter. She’s a tough, tough player.” 

In their regular season matchup on Nov. 17, 2010, Univer- 
sity played on North Broward Prep’s home court and opened its 
season up with a resounding 6 1 -42 victory. 

“Well, we beat them before, but they’re obviously a much 
better team from the last time we saw them,” Joe Dan Osceola 
said of North Broward Prep. 

In a game that saw both teams go into halftime with an 18- 
18 tie and University taking a 27-26 lead going into the fourth 


quarter, Courtney Osceola was visibly disappointed in how her 
University team let the game slip away from them. 

“We didn’t run our plays or show up like we usually do,” 
Courtney Osceola said. “This team shouldn’t have been on the 
court with us, but we let them stay in the game. We didn’t stop 
the ball or penetrate. We just didn’t run the play our coach drawn 
up for us to execute on.” 

University Lady Suns’ second-year head coach Greg Farias 
agreed with his point guard’s assessment of the game. 

“Unfortunately, we didn’t execute at the end of the game,” 
he said. “We shouldn’t have lost this game.” 

Just before the Lady Suns left their home floor for the last 
time this season, Farias talked about Courtney Osceola’s impact 
on this season’s team. 

“Courtney is an all-around unselfish person and student 
athlete,” Farias said. “All that shows on the court. She has the 
ability to score at least 20 points per game, but she’s all about 
helping her team out. I’m going to miss her a lot.” 



Naji Tobias 

University Lady Suns’ senior point guard Courtney Osceola, left, is 
embraced by her father, Tribal World Ambassador Joe Dan Osceola, 
after her team loses a tough one, 36-34, to North Broward Prep in the 
Feb. 19 Class 3A regional championship game. 



Naji Tobias 


Team Black’s Mika Lopez earns a single as she 
connects her bat to the ball. 



Kelly Espasandin 


Team Green/White goes undefeated with a 6-0 round-robin record and takes home this 
year’s Ahfachkee Field Day team top honors. 


Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee School’s third graders, with teacher Sue Tiger and instructional assistant Patty 
Sangabriel, celebrate their medals of accomplishment after the Tribal institution’s Field Day activities 
concluded on March 17 at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium in Big Cypress. 


AHFACHKEE SCHOOL’S FIELD DAY RESULTS 

Round-Robin Tournament Play - Basketball, Softball and Volleyball 
Upper Grades (6-12) 

1 . Team Grey/White (5-0), 2. Team Red (4-1 ), 3. Team Yellow (3-2), 4. Team Green (2-3), 

5. Team Black (1 -4), 6. Team Blue (0-5) 

Lowers Grades (Pre-K - 5) 

1 . Team Blue, 2. Team White, 3. Team Green 

Students vs. Staff Games - Upper Grades 
Team Grey/White (students) def. Ahfachkee’s Staff Crew, 33-32, in volleyball 
Team Red (students) def. Ahfachkee’s Staff Crew, 15-14, in basketball 

NOTE: All basketball, softball and volleyball games were timed at 20 minutes each on a running clock 



Naji Tobias 

Team Green’s Rayce Noah 
goes up for a serve. 



Naji Tobias 


Ryan Cypress (Team Green) and Stevie Billie (Team 
Red) set themselves up for the tip-off to the round- 
robin basketball games, with Student Activities 
Coordinator Randall Cleckler (center) in position to 
throw the ball up. 



Naji Tobias 

Team Yellow’s Jalen Cypress hits a jumper over Team Black’s 
RickyJoe Alumbaugh. 





J UDITH A. HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 



Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


(9S4) S2S-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 7 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

2 4 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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Big Cypress Seniors Enjoy Recreation During a 
Trip to Immokalee's Golf Driving Range 



Naji Tobias 

Ricky Doctor, who took the Big Cypress seniors to the Immokalee 
Golf Driving Range on Feb. 24, shows off his talents as he drives 
his Fairway club for a long distance. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Senior Center Director Cecilia Guzman, who said 
she played golf for the first time, enjoys her time with the 
Tribal elders. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Daisy Jumper swings for a long-range 
drive. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal elder Claudia Doctor was one of five 
seniors who took to the driving range. 



More photos from Seminole Pride's Gasparilla Meet 



Rachel Buxton 

Valholly Frank nails her floor routine, earning a 9.0 
and fourth-place finish. 



Harmony 
Cypress 
shows her 
upper body 
strength 
as she 
prepares to 
flip on the 
bars. 

Rachel Buxton 


All-Around Individual Tawni Cypress - 1 3th place 
Ranks Valholly Frank - 1 3th place 

Charlie Osceola - 1 4th place Alyssa Osceola - 1 2th place 
Harmony Cypress - 1 2th Trinity Williams - 1 3th place 
place 


Tribal Hoopsters Stand Out in All-Star Game 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal basketball senior Kristen Billie of American 
Heritage School (Plantation) warms up on before the 
Tournament of Champions Dade vs. Broward (private 
school) All-Star Game, held at Blanche-Ely High School 
on March 12. The Broward team also featured five other 
schools, winning the game 65-57 over Dade. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Courtney Osceola, No. 22, of the University School, 
streaks past several defenders to the basket for a score 
in the first half. 





ufii 


DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENDED? 

REINSTATE IT NOW!!! % 

Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
954 - 760-7600 

For a LIMITED TIMEQimi^“ 
Florida lawwjE 
2nd chance to u 


Lost Your License??? 


me is running out to apply!!! 

• Get It Back Now!!! 


Is the HTO suspension from three suspended license (DWLS) convictions ? 
Was one of them for failing to pay a ticket, child support or some other money? 

If Yes to both, then you may get a second chance. 


Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. • Fort Lauderdale FL • 954-760-7600 
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50 WINNERS 
EVERY THURSDAY 
2PM & 8PM 


CHOOSE A 
GUITAR PICK 


WIN UP TO 
*10,000 CASH 


EARN ENTRIES 
ALL MONTH LONG 




W 


GAMBLE 

WITH CARE 


Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 
You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.IT. 


WIN $ 500 - $2,500 
BONUS CASH 

9:30PM GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

PLAY MONDAYS - WEDNESDAYS 

Suit Up. Win Big. 

Hit a Suited Blackjack on a $ 25 Hand 
or Higher and You Could Win! 


M0RE $ I0 

BLACKJACK 

TABLES 

Dealing the Most 
Live-Action Blackjack 
in Town, 24/7 


iPHONE 


DOWNLOAD OUR FREE APP NOW 


ANDROID 


| LJ App Store | 

& ON ANDROID MARKET 


p. i BECOME A FAN (| FOLLOW US 




HOTEL & CASINO 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 
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Rachel Buxton 

Former Brighton Councilman Wonder Johns was honored as the Family Services takes part in the annual Field Day parade. 
Grand Marshal for the 73rd Annual Field Day parade Feb. 18 driven 
by Lucy Bowers. 


Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 

The Brighton preschoolers kick off the Field Day with the Pledge of Allegiance in both 
English and Creek. 


73rd Annual Brighton Field Day Shares Traditional Culture with Seminoles and Tourists 



Rachel Buxton 


Former Chairman James Billie is forced to kiss a pig after collecting the most money in 
support of the 4-H small animal club. 



Rachel Buxton 

Gary Sampson represents the Seminole Hog Farm in the Field Day parade. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The 73rd annual Brighton Field Day and Rodeo 
kicked off in traditional style with the Brighton preschoolers reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance in English and then in their Native Creek 
language Feb. 18 at the Brighton amphitheater. 

Master of ceremonies for the weekend-long event, former Chair- 
man James Billie, took over introducing dignitaries. 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. said, “Share some 
good food; and pick up some info about how our folks lived before, 
and hopefully down the future.” 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. said, “Try to learn some 
about our culture. We like to share anything we can.” 

The newly crowned Brighton Miss Breanna Billie and Jr. Miss 
Melinda Entry were introduced and made their first public appearances 
as royalty. 

“When Field Days do come, there’s usually stuff that we have to 
do, like softball tournaments,” Breanna Billie said. “But I always turn 
that down so I can come here.” 

Throughout the weekend, the Brighton community shared tradi- 
tions and customs through demonstrations and vendor booths set up 
around the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena grounds. 

Brothers James and Clinton Holt put on alligator demonstrations 
and educated the audience on a true Seminole tradition. They spoke 
about how the Seminoles used alligators and alligator wrestling as a 
way of survival by performing for tourists. 

James demonstrated the Florida Smile technique and the bulldog- 
ging trick. In bulldogging, the wrestler uses his chin to hold the top of 
the alligator’s mouth open, while fully extending his arms outward. 

David Weathers backed the crowd up with his array of snakes dur- 
ing his popular snake demonstrations of moccasins, rattlesnakes and 
cobras. 


Ollie Wareham, a well-known storyteller within the Tribe, shared 
many of his Seminole legends, including the story of the tortoise and 
the hare. He also shared his talents on the flute playing “The Tiger 
Song.” 

The Haskell PowWow dancers returned once again to show off 
their many types of dancing, including the chicken dance and the fancy 
dance. 

On Saturday, Feb. 19, sirens started out the day, signaling the start 
of the infamous Brighton Field Day parade. Former Brighton Council 
Rep. of the 70s, Wonder Johns, led the parade as the grand marshal. 

“It seemed like a great opportunity to have this chance,” said 
Johns about being asked to be grand marshal. 

Following Johns came royalty including Miss Seminole Princess 
Cassandra Jimmie and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess Lorelei Tommie. 

Little Miss Brooke Yescas and Little Mr. Brighton’s own Caleb 
Burton were also in attendance riding in the motorcade. 

Brighton Tribal departments, including Family Services, Pemay- 
etv Emahakv and 4-H, were among the floats in the parade decorated 
with traditional Seminole themes. 

“It’s something that we have every year to make friends, good 
friends, new friends, an opportunity to show our arts and crafts and 
what we do best around reservations,” said Johns. 

The always popular clothing contest took place for Tribal tots 4 
years old and younger. Instead of holding a contest for the older age 
groups, Brighton Council put on a fashion show displaying different 
styles of Seminole clothing. 

“I like the Indian clothing,” Brighton Miss Breanna Billie said. 
“It’s just what amazes me because there [are so many] different de- 
signs.” 

Tourists and even Tribal members themselves made their way to 
the food vendors to enjoy some traditional Seminole delicacies before 
heading to the rodeo arena for a little PRCA rodeo action each day, 
followed by the Xtreme Bull riding Sunday, Feb. 20. 



Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 

Eight-month-old Walnard Fortner takes first place in Larry Howard stands by son, Takoda Howard, during the clothing contest, 
the kid’s clothing contest. 



Rachel Buxton 

Dawn Meisinger of the Ahafachkee School gets wrapped up by a python from Okalee 
Village. 



Rachel Buxton 

Bradley Cooley visits one of the many vendors during Field Day and purchases 
a patchwork Seminole shirt. 



Rachel Buxton 

NASA Princess Krystan Perry from the Haskell PowWow Dance group 
performs the fancy shawl dance. 
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The entire royalty runner ups and winners pose for pictures with former royalty, Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. and judges of the Brighton Princess Pageant. 


Rachel Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 




Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Miss contestant Jennie Eagle shows how to make 
the Seminole traditional food fry for her talent. 



Rachel Buxton 

Bright Miss contestant Kirsten Doney shows off her basket 
weaving skills for her talent. 


PAGEANT 

From page A1 


said she enjoys cooking and beading. Carrillo said she has 
fun playing football with her brothers and shopping with 
her mom. 

Rep. Bowers Jr. joked with the judges saying, “I don’t 
want to be in your shoes.” 

The ladies took to the stage once again showing off 
their traditional outfits. They were judged on their choice of 
attire and on their poise. 

As each girl crossed the stage, Dorgan read off why 
the contestant wanted to become one of the Brighton prin- 
cesses. 

All of the young ladies said they wanted the title of 
Brighton Miss or Jr. Miss so they could be a good role mod- 
el to the younger Tribal generations. They also said they 
hope to represent their Tribe and community with the title 
by teaching the culture and history to others and by travel- 
ing and meeting new people. 

The judges got a real treat with the talent portion of the 
competition. 

Using an oversized poster board, Jr. Miss contestant 
Thomas showed the judges how to sew a traditional short 
skirt. Thomas had the final project to display to the judges. 

Raylon Eagle demonstrated her singing talent perform- 
ing “10 Little Indians” in her Native Creek language. 

Burton and Gentry did a step-by-step demonstration on 
how to make the traditional Seminole drink sofkee, ending 
with samples for the judges. 

Jennie Eagle didn’t leave the judges empty-handed 
either. Supported with a slideshow, Jennie showed how to 
make frybread, and the judges got to taste Jennie’s frybread 
with cherry filling. 

Doney also did a demonstration but instead of tradition- 
al food, she focused on another Seminole tradition: basket 
weaving. 

Carrillo serenaded the judges and audience with a song 
about the meaning behind the Seminole medicinal colors. 

Bringing little helpers on stage, Billie talked about and 
showed the difference between Seminole clothing styles: 
contemporary, traditional, modem and medicinal. 

The impromptu questions section, always the most 


nerve-wracking part of the program, followed the talent 
portion. 

Each girl picked a question pertaining to the pageant 
and Seminole culture and answered it with much poise and 
clarity. 

“I have never seen a more fantastic set of ladies,” said 
Glades County Clerk of Circuit Court Joe Flint. 

Before the winners were announced, the outgoing 
princesses Brianna Nunez and Cheyenne Nunez gave their 
farewell speeches. The tears began to flow as the princesses 
thanked their grandmother Alice Sweat for all of her help 
and support during their reigns. 

Rep. Bowers Jr. presented Brianna with a Brighton 
Princess medallion that has become a traditional parting gift 
for the outgoing Brighton Miss. 

“Oh, man! This is hard,” said Brianna, wiping tears 
away. “It really means a lot, and it’s really been memora- 
ble.” 

The contestants lined up across the stage as they waited 
for the final results. Gentry and Billie received trophies for 
winning the talent portion of the pageant. 

The Brighton Jr. Miss winners were the first to be an- 
nounced. Third mnner-up went to Raylon Eagle with sec- 
ond mnner-up awarded to Thomas. 

Burton and Gentry were brought up to the front of the 
stage for the final result with Gentry being named the 2011- 
2012 Brighton Seminole Jr. Miss Princess. 

Outgoing princess Cheyenne Nunez crowned the new 
princess and presented Gentry with her sash. 

Next, Brighton Miss contestants took center stage. Jen- 
nie Eagle was presented with third mnner-up, followed by 
Carrillo taking second mnner-up. 

Doney and Billie lined up side-by-side with anticipa- 
tion building. The 2011-2012 Brighton Seminole Miss Prin- 
cess title was awarded to Billie. 

Brianna Nunez crowned the newly announced princess. 

“I was shocked,” said Billie. “I couldn’t believe they 
called my name. I’ve waited so long and I wanted to give 
up so many times, but my mom was just there pushing me 
and pushing me.” 

Family and friends raced to the stage to capture the mo- 
ment with several photo opportunities. By the end of the 
evening the atmosphere became emotional with tears of 
happiness and joy. 


2011-2012 crowned Brighton Princesses show off 
their trophies, Brighton Jr. Miss Melinda Gentry, left, 
and Brighton Miss Breanna Billie. 



Rachel Buxton 


Bright Miss contestant Deliah Carrillo uses her voice 
during the talent portion singing about the Seminole 
medicinal colors. 



Rachel Buxton 


Jr. Miss contestant Mallorie Thomas holds up her finished patchwork skirt after explaining to the 
judges how to make a tradition short skirt. 



Rachel Buxton 


Jr. Miss contestant Krysta Burton shows the judges how to make tradition corn sofkee dur- 
ing the talent portion of the competition. 


Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association Continues Tradition of Performing at Brighton Field Day 



Judy Weeks 

Fred Smith Arena Director Amos Tiger, PRCA Announcer Roger 
Mooney and rodeo clown Ryan Rodriguez organized the 2011 Brighton 
Field Days PRCA Rodeo. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The 73rd Annual Brighton Field Day Festival featured three days of 
extraordinary rodeo competition performed by members of the Professional Rodeo Cow- 
boys Association (PRCA) on March 17 through 19 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 

The PRCA is the premier sanctioning body of rodeo. Created in 1936, it is a global 
leader in producing rodeo events and preserving the rich traditions and values of one of the 
oldest sports in America. The association membership comprises the leading rodeo perform- 
ers across the continent and creates opportunities for cowboys and girls to compete with the 
highest standards. 

Participating in the Brighton Field Days has become a tradition of the PRCA and con- 
testants from all across the country have put this rodeo on their annual schedule. Points 
earned during the event help the rodeo legends become qualifiers for the world’s top rodeo 
competition, the National Finals Rodeo (NFR) in Las Vegas, Nev. 

Team Roping Champion Nelson Linares reminisced about his experiences in Brighton. 
He said, “My dad used to compete at the Seminole arena down on Stirling Road many years 
ago. As a boy, I started coming to Brighton every year and when I turned 1 I started compet- 
ing here. This rodeo has special meaning to all my family. In fact, I won the Team Roping 
Championship here on two occasions and wouldn’t miss it for the world.” 

Each contestant had an opportunity to enter just one time per event in the three-day ro- 
deo. Three hundred and ninety contestants threw their hat in the ring to take part in the seven 
events. Among them were Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) members Josh and 
Naha Jumper, who suffered some unfortunate luck in the Team Roping and Ivan Bruised- 
Head, whose score of 9.2 seconds in the Tie Down roping earned him a seventh place. 

Rough stock provided by Marty Johns and Paul Bowers Jr. of the Five Star Rodeo 
Company gave a distinguished performance, along with some of the finest specimens being 
bucked out all across the southeastern part of the U.S. A portion of the points earned by the 
riders are accumulated from the animal’s exhibition. Five Stars’ No. 307, “Dippin Wacky”, 
did his job and carried Mert Bradshaw into first place with an 82 point ride in the Saddle 
Bronc Division. 

EIRA bull fighters John Copsey and Chris “Weasel” Forrest employed their talents to 
head up the team that protected the riders during each performance. Certified members of 
the PRCA and PBR, they are no stranger to the dangers that await them in the arena, but 
willingly sacrifice themselves to protect the contestants. 

Working with the PRCA officials, Fred Smith Arena Director Amos Tiger put together 
a team of professionals that wowed three audiences who filled the bleachers to capacity dur- 
ing the 2011 Brighton Field Days event. Announcer Roger Mooney and Rodeo Clown Ryan 
Rodriguez provided a top notch performance for the fans. 



Judy Weeks 

Lee Woolsey earned 87 points on No. 67 Freebird to become the Brighton 
Field Days Bull Riding Champion at the 2011 Brighton Field Days PRCA Rodeo 
March 17 to 19. 
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Brighton Gets a Taste of Xtreme Bull Riding and Rock V Roll at Fred Smith Rodeo Arena 


BY RACHEL BUXT ON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Forty of the top bull riders tried 
their best to hold on for eight seconds at the Hard Rock 
Xtreme Bull Riding Tour Rodeo, which coincided with 
Brighton’s Field Day festivities. 

The tour rodeo kicked off Feb. 21 with more than 40 
Pemayetv Emahakv students dressed in traditional Semi- 
nole attire leading the bull riders into the arena. 

The students had the honor of reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance first in English and then in their Native Creek 
language. 

Howard Micco, Moses Jumper, Stanlo Johns and 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. were recog- 
nized for their continued dedication to rodeos and the 
Seminole cowboy way of life. 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. smashed guitars signaling 
the start of the competition. 

The Fred Smith Rodeo Arena was at capacity, with 
the bull riders putting on a show as the bulls bucked 
away. 


The bull riders had their work cut out for them, 
since they had competed the night before at the San An- 
tonio Xtreme Bulls Rodeo. After driving four hours to 
Houston, the cowboys boarded an early morning flight 
to Fort Lauderdale before traveling by charter bus to 
the Brighton Reservation. They arrived right before the 
rodeo began. 

Tyler Willis went into the short round on top 
with 89 points. Hogg followed right behind with an 
8 6. 5 -point ride. Willis failed to have a qualified ride, 
leaving Shawn Hogg at the top of the leader board. 

Hogg, the big winner for the day, said he was so 
worn out, but the fatigue actually helped because he 
didn’t have the energy to get worked up. 

Hogg had a combined average score of 174 points, 
snagging his first Xtreme Bulls win and taking home 
prize money, a Hard Rock Xtreme Bulls Tour guitar and 
a Seminole jacket. 

Hogg said it means a lot to win a championship 
in the Seminoles’ backyard, especially with all that the 
Seminole Tribe puts into the event. 

Two lucky spectators also won airline tickets cour- 
tesy of Xtreme Bulls and Allegiant Air. 



Rachel Buxton 

Members of Pemayetv Emahakv dressed in tradition attire walked the top 40 bull riders out into the arena for the beginning 
ceremony. 


Results of Hard Rock Xtreme Bull Riding Tour Rodeo 


First round: 

1 . Tyler Willis, 89 points on Frontier 
Rodeo’s Smoke Screen; 

2. Shawn Hogg, 86.5; 

3. (tie) Wesley Silcox and Trevor 
Kastner; 

5. (tie) Kanin Asay and Trent Cormier; 
7. Seth Glause; 

8. (tie) Bob Welsh, Chance Smart and 
Tag Elliott, 83. 


Second round: 

1 . J.W. Harris, 88 points on Four L & 
Diamond S Rodeo’s Mission Accom- 
plished; 

2. Shawn Hogg, 87.5; 

3. Kanin Asay, 83.5; 

4. Trent Cormier, 69. 

Average: 


1 . Shawn Hogg, 1 74 points on two 
head; 

2. J.W. Harris, 169; 

3. Kanin Asay, 168.5; 

4. Trent Cormier, 154; 

5. Tyler Willis, 89 on one head; 

6. (tie) Wesley Silcox and Trevor Kast- 
ner, 85.5; 

8. Seth Glause, 83.5. 
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THE BEST VALUES ON THE 0FF-R0AD TODAY. The Sportsman 500 H.O. 
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get the job done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today! 



954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 




WARNING ' ATVscan be hazardous to operate Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older Polarisyouth models of 90cc for riders 12 and older. Polarisyouth models 
of 50cc forriders6and older. Foryour safety, always weara helmet, eye protection and protectiveclothing. and besuretotakeasafetytrainingcourse For safetyandtraming 
information in the US., call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887 You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764 For safety training in Canada, contact 
your local Polaris dealer The Polaris RANGER general purpose utility vehicle is not intended for and may not be registered for on-road use ©2009 Polaris Industries Inc. 



Rachel Buxton 

Xtreme Bulls Champion Shawn Hogg shows off his winnings presented by Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., left, 
and President Richard Bowers Jr. 


Seminole Tribe Keeps Xtreme Bulls Alive 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Smashing guitars followed by 
some true bucking bulls has become a huge hit within 
the rodeo circuit. In 2009 the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
became the title sponsor of the Xtreme Bulls Tour. The 
Xtreme Bulls Tour is a bull riding sanctioned event 
produced by the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Asso- 
ciation (PRCA) that features the top 40 bull riders in 
the country. 

“Bull riding was obviously very exciting to the 
fans and we had rodeo committees around the coun- 
try that wanted to take advantage of that so the PRCA 
created what they call their Xtreme Bulls Tour,” said 
Director of Xtreme Bulls Tour Sam Dunn. 

Xtreme Bulls has been branded with the Seminole 
Hard Rock name and has helped promote the Seminole 
Tribe throughout the country and rodeo circuit. 

“The Seminole Hard Rock brand on the Xtreme 
Bulls Tour has put a unique twist, not only on Xtreme 
Bulls but also the PRCA,” said Dunn. “Seminole Hard 
Rock is a really cool brand. I mean, people like it, 
they’re familiar with it, it’s one of the strongest brands 
world wide and when we put that brand on the Xtreme 
Bulls tour, then it’s a real badge of honor for the boys 
and for the PRCA.” 

Xtreme Bulls offers guitar smashing in true Hard 
Rock fashion and instead of just giving the champion 
rider a buckle or saddle, each Xtreme Bulls cham- 
pion receives a Fender guitar branded with Seminole 
Xtreme Bulls. 

Dunn said rodeo world champions can’t wait un- 
til they’ve earned themselves one of the Xtreme Bulls 
guitar. 

“The guys love it, I mean they cherish the guitar 
and we’ve created a great icon for the Xtreme Bulls 


tour,” said Dunn. 

The Xtreme Bulls Tour has tried to utilize the 
Seminole Tribe as their title sponsor by incorporating 
the Hard Rock and Cafes into many of their events. 
When available, the PRCA coordinates meet and greets 
at local Hard Rock Cafes for fans to get up close and 
personal with the bull riders. 

Also, the emcees of the rodeos always talk about 
the history of the Seminole Tribe and try to educate the 
spectators a little bit giving them something to walk 
away with. 

“People go away having a better appreciation of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and their support for pro 
rodeo,” said Dunn. “It’s a good fit, we think that the 
publicity that’s involved from the PRCA side is help- 
ing the Tribe and helping the Hard Rock businesses, 
as well.” 

Prior to becoming the title sponsor of Xtreme 
Bulls, the Seminole Tribe was just a small sponsor of 
the South Eastern Circuit. The Tribe has also become 
the presenting sponsor of the NFR television coverage 
only adding to their exposure. 

PRCA had a partnership with ESPN for over 20 
years and recently switched to Great American Coun- 
try network (GAC). 

“It’s really a great opportunity for us because 
we’re going and putting pro rodeo back into prime- 
time,” said Dunn. 

Between the Xtreme Bulls Tour and the NFR the 
Seminole Tribe is all over rodeo country. Dunn said 
that he would put the Seminole Tribe right up there 
with Wrangler, the leading sponsor. 

“It’s been a great partnership,” said Dunn. “We 
very much appreciate the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
because thanks to them we’re able to keep the Xtreme 
Bulls Tour going.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Tag Elliott holds on and makes it to the championship round. 


Rachel Buxton 

Jacob O’Mara is one of the first riders out of shoot during the 
Xtreme Bulls Rodeo. 
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Big Cypress Celebrates Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 
for New Eight Clans Bridge 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of Tribal Council and Board of Directors along with the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Congressional, Federal Highway Administration and Florida Department of 
Transportation officials gathered for the ceremonial Snake Road ‘Eight Clans’ Bridge ribbon cutting on the Big Cypress Reservation March 22. The event comes as part 
of a scheduled multi-level 19.6-mile reconstruction project from the 1-75 interstate highway toward the northern reservation boundary. 


See more photos on page 2A 


Tribe Enhances Tribal Court 
Ideals Through Workshop 

BY CHRIS C . JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — A special workshop entitled “Separation of 
Powers: Enhancing the independence of Indian Tribal Courts for elect- 
ed Tribal Council/Officials” gave the Tribal community and guests an 
up close perspective on the dynamics of the Tribal court system spon- 
sored by the Blackfoot Nation of Montana. 

The Hard Rock ballrooms hosted the April 8 event featuring speak- 
ers in an open forum for discussion and review of recent federal court 
decisions involving Tribal authority and competency in the courts. Im- 
portant topics also included the role of elected officials in strengthening 
the courts and the protection of Tribal sovereignty. 

“We wanted people to have a clear idea on separating powers and 
how it is applied and put into operation,” said Alan Parker, workshop 
moderator and professor of Advanced Studies in Tribal Government at 
Evergreen State College. “This type of workshop was also an important 
way to protect Tribal sovereignty.” 

Parker said the Tribe’s status as a founder and current member of 
USET (United South Eastern Tribes) also played a major role in estab- 
lishing the event. As a member of the Chippewa Cree Tribal Nation of 
Box Elder Montana, Parker and several other Tribes were a part of the 
day including members of the Mohawk Nation of New York State and 
the Fort Peck Assiniboine- Sioux Nation of Poplar, Montana. 

“It was a very interesting workshop and very important for Tribal 
citizens to be aware of,” said attendee and Tribal citizen Stephen Bow- 
ers. “These issues are going to be an integral part in the future of our 
own legal system.” 

Helene Buster, family services director and chairwoman for the 
Seminole Court Committee, said the Tribe’s own civil court system has 

Please see COURT on page 2A 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter Youth Participate in Chairman's Initiative to President Obama 


BY_CHRIS_C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School made a political and personal stand, while showing off 
the rich heritage of the Tribe, all the way to the White House. 

As part of the ongoing Chairman’s Native American Vet- 
erans Memorial Initiative, sixth through eighth grade classes 
packaged special gifts and personal letters to President Barack 
Obama and the first lady Michelle Obama on April 14 as Semi- 
nole Broadcasting and Fort Myers news affiliate WINK-TV 
had their cameras rolling. 

The gifts and letters were yet another step toward the ulti- 
mate goal of honoring those Native Americans that have served 
in all branches of the U.S. Armed Services by adding another 
bronze statue of Native appearance and descent to the landmark 
‘Three Soldiers’ (also known as The Three Servicemen) statu- 
ettes on the Washington, D.C. National Mall commemorating 
the Vietnam War. 

“It would be very exciting and good to know that we 
(the students) helped put the statue there,” said seventh grade 
Pemayetv Emahakv student Brydgett Koontz. 

Eighth grade student Myrick Puente said the feat would 
provide a sense of pride. 

“It would make me feel accomplished and that I have done 
something,” said Puente. 

Their efforts date back to a mid-December 2010 trip sev- 
eral of the students took in the nation’s capital as part of the 
Tribes Education Department-Close-Up Program. Their cam- 
paign lead them to the office of U.S. Republican Rep. Tom 
Rooney. 

The process also involved the group writing to Florida 
Senator Bill Nelson, Senator-elect Marco Rubio as well as tak- 
ing on the monumental task of writing personal letters to at 
least one Native middle school in each state for their support. 


“The more people we have the better chance we can be 
heard,” Puente said. 

Pemayetv Emahakv Language Arts Teacher Crystal Drake 
helped spearhead the lobbying process and said a response 
from Sen. Rooney’s office denied the initiative request via a 
resolution passed stating that there will be no more new con- 
struction in the immediate area of the Mall at the present time. 

However, in true Seminole spirit Puente said the fight will 
continue. 

“We are going to continue to fight because that is just what 
we (as Seminoles) do,” he said. 

Drake said the experience has taught her a lot. 

“Sometimes when you speak out for a race other than your 
own it takes more courage,” she said. “To see the humility of 
those Native Americans who have served this country has been 
admirable to see.” 

Estimates are that over 40,000 Native soldiers served in 
the Vietnam War, with over 200 casualties. 

‘Three Soldiers’ was created, designed and unveiled on 
Veterans Day of 1984 to complement the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, with the hopes of adding a traditional aspect and 
look. Created by American artist and sculptor Frederick Hart, 
it portrays three young soldiers completely dressed and outfit- 
ted in uniforms and equipment used by U.S. infantrymen in the 
Vietnam War. 

Of the three fighting men, the lead figure (in the middle) 
represents a Marine. The man on the right displays combat 
equipment consistent with a U.S. Army Soldier. The man on 
the left is also a soldier. The three men are purposely identified 
as a Caucasian, an African American and an Hispanic and were 
based on three actual young male models, of which two (the 
Caucasian, and African-American) were active-duty Marines 
at the time. 

For more information log onto www.dcmemorials.com. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Sixth grade Pemayetv Emahakv Brighton Charter student Deliah Carrillo talks about deserving veterans 
related to her and their war efforts as part of the Chairman’s Initiative on April 14. Sixth through eighth grade 
classes packaged special gifts and personal letters to President Barack Obama and the first lady Michelle 
Obama. 

See more photos on page 2B 



Fort Pierce Youth Search High and 
Low During Easter Egg Hunt 


Rachel Buxton 

Miah Osceola picks an egg out of the tree to place in her basket April 21 at the Fort Pierce 
Easter celebration held at the Chupco Ranch. 

Please see Easter secton on page ID 


Ahfachkee Students Take Their Scientific Talents to NAISEF 

Taylor Pratt, Mika Lopez place second overall in high school and middle school categories, respectively 


BY NAJI T OBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - For the first time in the Tribal 
history, students from the Ahfachkee School (Big Cypress Reser- 
vation) were afforded the opportunity to showcase their science 
exhibits in the National American Indian Science and Engineer- 
ing Fair. 

And they came through in a big way, as Ahfachkee junior 
Taylor Pratt and eighth-grader Mika Lopez finished second in 
their respective Plant Sciences categories at the March 24-26 
NAISEF competition in Albuquerque, N.M. 

Lopez’s science entry, entitled “Roots Up,” focused on 
whether water, soil or sand would be most effective in growing 
green bean seeds. 

Lopez’s hypothesis - the soil will allow green bean seeds to 
grow better because of its roots and nutrients to support plan life 
- turned out to be wrong, as her conclusion actually worked out 
in favor of the sand. 

That experiment landed Lopez second place among 1 6 total 
middle school level entrants throughout Indian Country. 

Meanwhile, Pratt took home runner-up status for the high 
school level and won three other awards - two of which were 
specialty awards for his science experiment, entitled “Anthocya- 
nins.” 

He earned a certificate for outstanding achievement from the 
Society for Vitro Biology and a Botanist Award from Earth and 
Sky Floral Designs. 

In addition, Pratt placed third in the NAISEF mathematics 
Competition for the 11th grade. 

“We entered into this event not just to participate, but to com- 
pete on a national level,” Ahfachkee School science teacher Timothy 
Blount said. “I think it’s important that students are exposed to a dif- 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Mika Lopez, Taylor Pratt and Leauna Billie were honored by the 
Ahfachkee School with a special award for their accomplishments at this year’s 
NAISEF science fair competition at the End-of-Third-Nine-Weeks Awards Cer- 
emony on April 8. A slideshow highlighted their time in Albuquerque, N.M. for the 
NAISEF event, which took place from March 24-26. 


ferent level of thinking and intelligence. You need all that, plus a valid 
effort, to perform scientific investigations well in a competition of this 
caliber.” 

Please see NAISEF on page 2B 
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Happy Mother’s Day! 

Mother's Day is a special day for Mother’s every- 
where. 

Although Mother’s day is only celebrated one day a 
year, it should be celebrated every day as it is an endless 
joy and responsibility. 

Without our Mothers we would not be here on this 
earth today with the ability to bring forth our own fami- 
lies. 

A Mother stands by you when times are tough, and 
just when you think there is no light ahead, she reassures 
you that brighter days are ahead. With comfort in her 
voice and tender hands, she nurtures you and gives you 
advice. She has laughed with you and sometimes cried 
with you while sharing stories of her own childhood, in 
hopes that you would learn something from it. 

There are people in your lives that may have always 
been there for you to offer a helping hand, like your Sis- 
ters, Aunts, Cousins, Grandmothers and Great Grand- 
mothers. These women play a very special and important 
role in our lives. To this day, many of you may have one or 
more of those Strong women in your lives who are there 
supporting you every step of the way. 

Today, we must be thankful to all our mother’s and 
celebrate them not just 
today but every day. 

May God always 
Bless and Protect Moth- 
ers all over the world. 

Shonobish, 

Mitchell Cypress 

Chairman 


Ft 



Happy Mother’s Day! 

I want to wish all mothers a very happy Mother’s Day 
and thank all of the mothers who have watched over not 
only their own children but all children who have crossed 
their paths. 

It has not been long ago that my mother has gone to 
be with the angels in heaven, but I still miss her and think 
about her every day. She is the encouragement I need 
when I feel like I am alone and need guidance. The values 
that she instilled in me still grows strong in my heart and 
helps me to move forward and to make a difference. If 
your mother is still with us, I encourage you to take the 
time to visit and let her know how much you love her and 
appreciate all of the sacrifices she endured to keep her 
family and children together. 

As mothers of tribal children, you have the extraor- 
dinary job of teaching our young people the culture and 
traditions of our tribe. I am thankful that we have survived 
a number of years based upon the teachings of our elders 
and that we must continue to teach our children. 

Being a mother is an endless, thankless position, but 
one that brings everlasting love. 


Sho-naa-bish, mvto, 
President Bowers 




Photo above, Jackie Parsons Blackfeet Nation Chief Appeals 
Court Justice answers questions on past court cases and the 
appeals process during a question-answer session. 

Right photo, Helene Buster Family Services Director and Chair- 
woman for the Seminole Court Committee discusses plans for 
the upcoming Seminole Tribal civil court system while attend- 
ing a special workshop sponsored by the Blackfeet Indian Na- 
tion of Montana for Seminole Tribal citizens and guests en- 
titled ‘Separation of Powers’ Enhancing the independence of 
Indian Tribal Courts for elected Tribal Council/Officials held at 
the Hard Rock April 8. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Steven Bowers is interviewed by Seminole Broadcasting on his 
interest in the Tribal court workshop. 



OUR SEMINOLE VOICE 


Readers: 

Change.... The human being resists 
change, yet within convenient political 
climates, human beings call for it. Which 
could simply point out the inherent hypo- 
crite within most humans - we require from 
others what we resist or fear the most. 

What does this mean for the Seminole? 
What does this mean for Tribes as a whole? 
How does this translate into tribal politics? 

Let’s start with the law. “25 CFR 
Part 83 Procedures for Establishing that 
an American Indian Group exists as an In- 
dian Tribe” provides the mandatory criteria 
for federal acknowledgement of an Indian 
Tribe. The BIA’s website summarizes the 
criteria as follows: 

(a) The petitioner has been 
identified as an American In- 
dian entity on a substantially 
continuous basis since 1900. 

(b) A predominant portion 
of the petitioning group com- 
prises a distinct 

community and has ex- 
isted as a community from his- 
torical times until the 
present. 

(c) The petitioner has maintained po- 
litical influence or authority over its mem- 
bers as 

an autonomous entity from historical 
times until the present. 

(d) A copy of the group’s present gov- 
erning document including its membership 

criteria. In the absence of a written 
document, the petitioner must provide a 
statement describing in full its mem- 
bership criteria and current governing 
procedures. 

(e) The petitioner’s membership con- 
sists of individuals who descend from a 

historical Indian tribe or from historian 
Indian tribes which combined and 

functioned as a single autonomous po- 
litical entity. 

(f) The membership of the petitioning 
group is composed principally of persons 

who are not members of any acknowl- 
edged North American Indian tribe. 

(g) Neither the petitioner nor its mem- 


bers are the subject of congressional legis- 
lation that has expressly terminated or for- 
bidden the Federal relationship. 

A reasonable person could make the 
observation that the present identity of an 
“American Indian Tribe” is deeply rooted 
in historical record, therefore, a member of 
an American Indian Tribe is also a reflec- 
tion of what once was. . . 

What does this have to do with 
“Change”? I contend that it has everything 
to do with change because we judge and 
measure everything that is “tribal” against 
what WAS not what IS. We also define 
tradition with what was practiced in 1860. 
Tradition is actually a by-product of evo- 
lutionary change affected 
by technology, language, 
geography, environment, 
encroachment of foreign cul- 
tures and many other factors. 
To change has been deter- 
mined to be non-traditional 
and to be non-traditional is 
synonymous with being non- 
Indian. 

One important reason 
for historical preservation 
and education is to reinforce 
where we come from in the 
hearts, souls and conscious- 
ness of our people. However, with that be- 
ing said, it should not be our sole focus. If 
we continue to look behind us, we will, we 
can and in some cases we have, walked off 
a proverbial cliff because we’ve discounted 
the value of the present and the rewards of 
the future. 

What we are doing right now will af- 
fect generations to come. Children will be 
born who will call us their grandparents. 
Will we leave a legacy or shame? I advo- 
cate for balance, logic, reason and caution 
when promoting change. 

As a Seminole and as an American 
Indian, I advocate and promote Conscious 
Change. Here is where we can start. . . I sug- 
gest that we change our name from Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida to “Seminole Tribe.” 
As a Tribe we are not and should not con- 
sider ourselves as being part of any state. 
We are a nation with our own head of state, 
Chairman, whose peer is the President of 
the United States of America. This single 
change can begin our journey into the next 
phase of Tribal identity and politics in the 
United States. 




TINA OSCEOLA 


COURT 

From page 1A 


been in development for five years and will 
be based out of the Big Cypress Reserva- 
tion. It is nearing its completion and will 
also have satellite courts on other selected 
reservations as well. 

“I really wanted to understand this bet- 
ter and other ideas for my own knowledge. 
There needs to be a separation from Tribal 
Council and the court system, both are com- 
pletely separate and our Tribal citizens need 
to continue to understand this,” Buster said. 

She said a court code and judicial com- 
mission are currently under review by Trib- 
al Council. Work on a children’s code and 
selection of judges is still yet to be finalized. 

Guest speaker and Chief Appeals Court 


Justice Jackie Parsons of the Blackfoot Na- 
tion said the central topic of discussion in 
Native communities and in the courts con- 
tinues to be sovereignty. 

“Our sovereignty (as Natives) is being 
questioned every day,” Justice Parsons said. 
“Sovereign immunity and jurisdiction is 
very key here and people need to know that 
this is an important issue among Natives.” 

As a leader among the Native people, 
the Blackfoot Nation began its own court 
system in 1999. With 16,000 enrolled mem- 
bers, it is the largest Indian tribe in Mon- 
tana and one of the largest in the United 
States. Its town and seat of government is in 
Browning, MT with a population of 3,500 
and includes other surrounding areas and 
towns. 

For more information log on to www. 
blackfeetnation.com or blackfoot.org 




More photos from the Snake Road Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 


Chris C. Jenkins 

‘Eight Clans’ Bridge side view. 


Big Cypress Trib- 
al Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger un- 
veils the new sign 
for the Snake 
Road Bridge. “We 
will treasure this 
bridge and it is go- 
ing to be like one 
of our own,” Rep. 
Tiger said. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, Congressional member Alcee Hastings and Chairman Mitchell Cypress show 
off pieces of their ribbon after the ceremony. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal and Bureau of Indian Affairs officials along with special guests stand under the new 
Eight Clans bridge sign. 
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Community A 




Tribal Council Holds Monthly 
Meeting in Big Cypress 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribal Council’s monthly meeting 
convened in the Emergency Operations Center’s conference room at Big 
Cypress on March 28. The Tribal Council approved a total of 33 items, 
including the following: 

• Proclamation by the Seminole Tribe of Florida of Police Week 

• Approval of agreement with Moss/ Anderson for the construc- 
tion of a parking garage, retail center and casino expansion at the Semi- 
nole Indian Casino Coconut Creek; limited waiver of sovereign immu- 
nity 

• Approval of a lease agreement between the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (tenant) and 6365 Taft, LLC (landlord) for office space at 6365 
Taft Street, Suite 1008, Hollywood, Fla. 

• Ready to rent rental car agreement, including vehicle use agree- 
ment, between the Hertz Corporation and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
D/B/A/ Seminole Gaming; ratification 

• Native American Veteran Memorial Initiative 

• United States Department of Energy grant application for fund- 
ing of the fiscal year 2012 Seminole Tribe of Florida energy program for 
all Seminole Indian Reservations 

• Twenty Fourth Annual Work Plan submitted to the South Flori- 
da Water Management District by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

• PepsiCo Sales, Inc. National Foundation beverage sales agree- 
ment with the Seminole Tribe of Florida for its seven Florida gaming 
locations 

• Approval of agreement with Seminole Construction and Devel- 
opment, Inc. for the Immokalee maintenance building 

• Product and services supply agreement between Ecolab, Inc. 
and Seminole Tribe of Florida for its six gaming locations in the Florida 
counties of Broward, Hillsborough, Collier, Glades and Hendry 


Tribe Becomes Part of Fort Lauderdale Centennial Celebration 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Milo Osceola begins carving 
a custom-made spoon at one of the Tribal 
booths on hand as part of the Fort Lauder- 
dale Centennial Riverfest celebration held in 
the downtown area on March 27. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, center, joined by Tribal citizens Ollie Wareham, left, and Richard Osceola, right, welcome 
guests to the Seminole portion of the Fort Lauderdale centennial celebration. The day featured several Tribal vendors 
displaying the culture and history of the Tribe with custom arts and crafts, as well as traditional foods, storytelling and 
alligator wrestling. 

See more photos on page 10A 


Naples Community Embarks Upon a Pirate Cruise in Fort Myers 


Tribal Council and Board Hold 
Joint Meeting 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Council and Board of Directors met at 
the Tribal headquarters on the Hollywood Reservation for a special joint 
session April 7 passing two resolutions on the agenda including: 

Tribal Council: 

• Approval of voting list for general election - May 9, 201 1 
Tribal Board of Directors: 

• Approval of voting list for general election - May 9, 201 1 


Tribal Council Holds Special 
Meeting in Big Cypress 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council convened at the Big Cypress 
for a special meeting on April 1 1 . They passed a total of one resolution, 
including the following: 

• Approval of certain documents related to corrective action plans 
of the Native Learning Center Program for the United States Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 


Tribal Board of Directors Hold 
Monthly Meeting in Big Cypress 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Board of Directors met at the Big 
Cypress Reservation’s Public Safety Complex on April 12. They passed 
a total of seven resolutions, including the following: 

• Corporate Clerk’s policy and procedures for setting agenda 
items for regularly scheduled Board of Directors meetings 

• Telephonic Board meetings; rescinding of Resolution No. BD- 
10-97 

• Approval of joint venture agreement between Seminole Devel- 
opment, LLC [or wholly owned subsidiary] and Stiles Corporation 

• Approval of management agreement to allow the construction, 
management and operation of SUBWAY sandwich store at the Brighton 
Reservation 

• Approval to resume sugarcane farming at the Brighton Reserva- 
tion 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

FORT MYERS BEACH — Members of the Naples Community 
shouted "Anchors Away!" as they set sail for an adventurous afternoon 
aboard a pirate’s ship on April 9. The Pieces of Eight Pirate cruise plied the 
waters of San Carlos Bay and then made a short excursion into the Gulf of 
Mexico off Fort Myers Beach. 

The seafaring travelers were more than passengers aboard ship. In- 
teractive pirate tun included family members of all ages in a wide variety 
of activities. Thrilling pirate stories were accompanied by music, games, 
secret maps and a mutiny against the captain organized by the crew and 
passengers. 

For a brief afternoon, the members of the Naples Seminole Com- 
munity traveled back in time to the days when real pirate ships controlled 
the Gulf waters of Southwest Florida, San Carlos Bay, Sanibel Island and 
Charlotte Harbor. Becoming part of the local history, these early rene- 
gades left behind local legends and artifacts that have included treasures, 
ship wrecks and colorful names that dot the coastal maps. 

Prior to the ship’s departure, the group shared a fabulous seafood lun- 
cheon at Salty Sam’s and then cast off to sail amid the dolphins. 



The Martin fami- 
ly, Connie, Eliska, 
Nicole, Martin Jr. 
and Martin Sr. 
gathered be- 
neath seafar- 
ing memorabilia 
before sharing 
a meal at Salty 
Sam’s and em- 
barking upon a 
pirate cruise. 

Judy Weeks 



Naples Seminole Community members cast off aboard the “Pieces of Eight” for a pirate cruise on April 9 that carried them back in history. 


Judy Weeks 


Seminole Police Department Partakes in 22nd Annual South East Police Motorcycle Rodeo 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Max B. Osceola Jr., Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council 
Rep. and avid motorcycle rider, thanks the participants 
and supporters of the 22nd annual South East Police 
Motorcycle Training/Rodeo held April 9 at the Hard Rock 
in Hollywood. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

MSPD Sergeant Mitch Van Sant participates in the skills course of the riding competition. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Police Department Chief William Latchford wel- 
comes those in attendance to the event. The event featured 
four Seminole Police Department officers as well as other 
officers from all over the Southeast U.S. including Broward, 
Dade and Palm Beach counties competing and training in- 
dividually and in teams in proper motorcycle skill and per- 
formance drills, and riding/safety procedures with proceeds 
benefitting Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS). 
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Second Annual Family Fun Day/Family Olympics is Another Success in Fort Pierce Community 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
stretches prior to competition. 



YMPIC 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie welcomes participants and guests before competition at the Second Annual 2011 Fam- 
ily Fun Day/Family Olympics held on the Fort Pierce Reservation March 26 at the Chupco Youth Ranch. The event was 
sponsored through the Family Services Department and created to enhance community relations. The day featured six 
teams competing for medals and a championship trophy in several categories including sack races, an egg toss, a relay 
race, a water balloon toss and a 3-point shoot-out. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Brian Alexander of Team Tomahawk concentrates in the 
bean bag toss. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Fort Pierce community members enjoy sack races during the Family Fun Day/Family Olympics. First place medal winners Hope-Tommie Fly Girls are all smiles after winning the pass the apple competition. 






DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENDED? 

REINSTATE IT NOW!!! 

Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 
954 - 760-7600 

For a LIMITED TIME ONLY 
Florida law may give you a 
2nd chance to undo your. v 
suspended license. 


^ Time is running out to apply!!! 

Lost Your License??? • Get It Back Now!!! 


L 


J 


Is the HTO suspension from three suspended license (DWLS) convictions ? 
Was one of them for failing to pay a ticket, child support or some other money? 

If Yes to both, then you may get a second chance. 

Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. • Fort Lauderdale FL • 954-760-7600 
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Photo courtesy of Picture This LaBelle Photo courtesy of Picture This LaBelle Photo courtesy of Picture This LaBelle 

Brighton Seminole Princess Breanna Billie and Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. EIRA Senior Rodeo Queen Jewel Buck presents Ahnie Jumper with a Silver The Intermediate Steer Showmanship Award is presented to Courtney Gore by EIRA 
Bowers Jr. congratulate Ty Huff on raising the Grand Champion Steer. Buckle and Ribbon for winning the Reserve Steer Grand Championship for 2011. Senior Rodeo Queen Jewel Buck. 


2011 Seminole Indian 4- 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — The 2010/2011 Seminole 4-H season came 
to its conclusion on March 3 1 and April 1 at the Brighton 4-H Bam 
with the annual Livestock Show and Sale. 

Seminole 4-H Director Polly Hayes complimented the young- 
sters that participated in the program and said, ’’Raising a 4-H proj- 
ect requires a lot of commitment and hard work. It is a full-time 
job from the selection of the steer or swine and weigh-in until the 
night of the sale. Whether or not they have met their requirements 
becomes apparent when they reach the show barn.” 

4-H Extension Agent Michael Bond remarked, "I am very 
proud of this fine group of young people. I have been working with 
many of them since they started in the small animal club. Their ded- 
ication to their project is defined by their success." 

As the final day of the show arrived, the barn was a bee hive of 
activity. The animals arrived for weigh-in, shifting and division into 
weight classes for judging while their owners were separated into 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior Divisions. During the final hours, 
the livestock had to be washed and groomed and the pens cleaned. 

During the opening ceremonies, Ringmaster Norman Johns re- 
ceived recognition for 30 years of service. He said, "I have been 
here for the children, grandchildren and now the great grandchil- 
dren. I wouldn’t trade anything for the time that I have spent with 
these youngsters. The 4-H programs teach many valuable lessons 
and promote responsibility as well as family participation.” 

Dir. Hayes thanked Donnie Robertson on behalf of the 4-Hers 
for his assistance in administering sonograms and her assistant Di- 
one Smedley for her dedication to the program. Brighton Seminole 
Princess Brianna Billie and EIRA Rodeo Queen Jewel Buck were 
on hand to make the awards presentations. 

The show began with an exhibition by the small animal club 
members, followed by the breeding heifer cat- 


H Livestock Show and Sale in 

egory. Thirty-four steer entries were separated into eight classifica- 
tions. A total of 64 swine comprised the eight weight categories. 

Steer Judge Allen Newsome and Swine Judge Justin Cross- 
white had the difficult task of appraising the livestock and their 
owners. A diverse group of youngsters competed in each division 
and in the final count down, all reservations were represented in the 
winners’ circle. 

The 2011 Grand Champion Steer was raised by Ty Huff of 
Brighton and weighed in at 1285 pounds. The Reserve Grand 
Champion Steer belonged to Big Cypress resident Ahnie Jumper’s 
and tipped the scales at 1 138 pounds. 

Out of the 64 swine exhibited, K. J. Davis of Immokalee pro- 
duced the 29 1 pound Grand Champion. The Reserve Grand Cham- 
pionship went to Christopher Briscall of Immokalee and weighed 
279 pounds. 

Showmanship qualities are developed through months of hard 
work, dedication and perseverance. Many of the contenders exhib- 
ited the characteristics that determine showmanship, but there can 
only be one champion in each category. The Champions were as 
follows: Junior Steer - Dayra Koenes - Big Cypress, Intermediate 
Steer - Courtney Gore - Brighton, Senior Steer - Jessica Lopez - 
Immokalee, Junior Swine - Troy Cantu - Immokalee, Intermediate 
Swine - Trevor Thomas - Brighton, Senior Swine - Tyler Tigertail 
- Big Cypress. 

Tribal leaders, family members and friends participated in the 
Livestock Sale on the evening of April 1. Following the Buyers’ 
Dinner, the animals were auctioned off during the strenuous bid- 
ding process and the youngsters were generously rewarded for their 
achievements. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said, ’’Raising livestock requires 
diligence and responsibility. Looking at the livestock raised by 
these youngsters, it is obvious that they have what it takes to be suc- 
cessful in whatever career they choose. They represent the future of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida.” 


Brighton Concludes 4-H Season 



Photo courtesy of Picture This LaBelle 

K.J. Davis shows off his 2011 Seminole 4-H Grand Champion Swine to Brighton Seminole Princess 
Breanna Billie. 


Small Animal Club Exhibitors 

Creek Gopher-mini pony, Caleb Billie-mini 
ony, Dayco Billie-mini pony, Taden Santiago- 
dairy calf, Corey Jumper-dairy calf, Quayton 
Bilie-dairy calf, Norman Osceola-dairy calf, 
Alice Osceola-dairy calf, SirMarcus Osceola- 
dairy calf, Taryn Osceola-dairy calf, Justin 
Gopher Jr.-dairy calf, Jarrett Beecham-beef 
calf, 

Morgan Yates-beef heifer, Karlyne Urbina- 
sheep, Marcos Reyna-goat, Jalee Wilcox- 
goat, Harmony Cypress-goat, NickAndrews- 
pig, Denise Gonzales-pig,Ava Nunez-pig, 
Caniah Billie-pig, Pedro Martinez-goat, Dayne 
Billie-rabbit, Willie Smith-rabbit, Madison 
Martinez-rabbit, Heith Lawrence-chicken, 
Valholly Frank-chicken, Casey Ball-chicken, 
Dillon Ball-chicken, Dakoya Nunez-Guinea 

pig- 

Heifers 

Two Year Bred Heifer- 1 . Kelton Smedley. 
Breeding Heifer: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Rosa 
Urbina. 

Steers 

Grand Champion: Ty Huff. 

Reserve Grand Champion: Ahnie Jumper 
1st Class: 1 . Kenny Davis, 2. Aaron Alvarado, 
3. Justin Osceola, 4. Jessica Lopez. 

2nd Class: 1 . Blake Baker, 2. Rosa Urbina, 

3. Kelton Smedley, 4. Dayra Koenes. 

3rd Class: 1 . Andre Jumper, 2. Brianna 
Nunez, 3. Justin Roff, 4. William Bearden, 

5. Kiylier Baker. 

4th Class: 1 . Rosalinda Lopez, 

2. Lahna Sedatol, 3. Kalgary Johns, 4. Sarah 

Deschennee, 5. Rayven Smith. 

5th Class: 1 . Ahnie Jumper, 2. Skyler Burke, 
3. Erena Billie, 4. Drayton Billie. 

6th Class: 1 . Dalton Koenes, 2. Kailin Brown, 
3. Kane Bettelyoun, 4. Ivess Baker. 

7th Class: 1 . Jacob Cotton, 2. Preston Smith, 
3. Quinton Smith, 4. Jaryaca Baker. 

8th Class: 1 . Ty Huff, 2. Ashton Baxley, 

3. Courtney Gore, 4. Kenny Deschenee. 

Swine 

Grand Champion: K. J. Davis. Reserve Grand 
Champion: Christopher Briscall 
1 st Class: 1 . Jack Aguilar, 2. Troy Cantu, 

3. Jillian Rodriguez. 

2nd Class: 1 . Cartaya Billie, 2. A. J. Tigertail, 
3. Jaden Puente, 4. Zephaniah Roberts, 

5. Edward Aguilar. 

3rd Class: 1 . Dennis Gonzales, 2. Kamani 
Smith, 3. Lois Billie, 4. Alexis Aguilar, 5. 
KeniyaYzaguirre. 

4th Class: 1 . Romeo Garcia, 2. Tyra Baker, 

3. Ruben Burgess Jr., 4. Crystal Garcia, 5. 
Ricky Alumbaugh. 

5th Class: 1 . Geneva Garcia, 2. Deliah Car- 
rillo, 3. Callie Joe, 4. Marissa Sanchez, 5. 
Issiah Alvarado. 

6th Class: 1 . Christopher Briscall, 2.Tavis 
Jumper, 3. Kaleb Doctor, 4. Jon Jimmie, 

5. Brianna Brockman. 

7th Class: 1 . K. J. Davis, 2. Janessa Nunez, 

3. Alexis Jimmie, 4. Ragan Tigertail, 5. Amber 

Alvarado. 

8th Class: 1 . Damian Escobar, 2. Trevor 
Thomas, 3. Kyle Alvarado, 4. Priscilla Al- 
varado, 5. Alphonso Alvarado. 



Photo courtesy of Picture This LaBelle 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


Troy Cantu receives the Junior Swine Showmanship Buckle 
from Judge Justin Crosswhite and EIRA Senior Rodeo Queen 
Jewel Buck. 


Senior Steer Showmanship Champion Jessica Lopez grooms 
her entry in the Seminole 4-H Show. 


Valholly Frank carries her chicken as she takes a practice trip 
around the arena for the Small Animal Club. 


Right photo, Brigh- 
ton Seminole Prin- 
cess Breanna Billie 
presents Jessica Lo- 
pez with the Senior 
Steer Showmanship 
Award. 

Photo courtesy of Picture 
This LaBelle 




Left photo, Brigh- 
ton Seminole Prin- 
cess Breanna Billie 
watches as Chris- 
topher Briscall 
says farewell to 
the 2011 Reserve 
Grand Champion 
Swine that he 
raised. 

Photo courtesy of 
Picture This LaBelle 


4Q1 US Hwy 27 
Moore Haven. FL 33471 


863 . 946.6662 



buy - sell - loan 


- Motorcycles 

• Video Games 

- Computers 


Tools - T.V. s 
ATV - Boats 
Automobiles 
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SHIP FEATURES 


Enjoy these amazing onboard experiences: 


• Chefmakers Cooking 
Academy 

• FlowRider® 

• H20 Zone 

• Cantilevered whirlpools 

• Rock-climbing wall 

• Ice-skating rink 

• Royal Promenade 

• Extensive WiFi 
capabilities and 
connectivity for cell 
phones 

• Full-size, flat-screen TVs 
in every stateroom 


Themed bars and 
lounges 

Adventure Ocean® youth 
facilities 

Fitness Center and Day 
Spa 

Full-size Everlast boxing 
ring 

Casino Royale SM 
Presidential Family Suite 
Sports Pool 
Full-size sports court 

9-hole miniature golf 
course 


• Johnny Rockets® 
‘50s-style restaurant 

• Portofino Italian 
Restaurant 

• Chops Grille 

• Ben & Jerry’s® ice cream 

• Vintages wine bar 

• Boleros Latin-themed 
lounge 

• Sorrento’s pizza 

• Vitality Wellness 
Program 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AGENT: 


Native American Travel 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, FL 33024 
Office: 954-967-3614 Ext: 11097 


Prices starting from: 


$449 




'ROYAL CARIBBEAN INTERNATIONAL 9 RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OF WEST TEXAS INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS 
$65.00 PER BARREL. THE FUEL SUPPLEMENT FOR 1ST AND 2ND GUESTS WOULD BE NO MORE THAN $10 PER GUEST PER DAY, TO A MAXIMUM OF $140 PER CRUISE; AND FOR 
ADDITIONAL GUESTS WOULD BE NO MORE THAN $5 PER PERSON PER DAY, TO A MAXIMUM OF $70 PER CRUISE. 


5-NIGHT WESTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 

Liberty of the Seas 9 sailing November 26, 2011 from Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


DAY 

PORT 

ARRIVE 

DEPART 

Nov. 26 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


4:30 PM 

Nov. 27 

Cruising 



Nov. 28 

Belize City, Belize 

9:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

Nov. 29 

Cozumel, Mexico 

8:00 AM 

6:00 PM 

Nov. 30 

Cruising 



Dec. 1 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

7:00 AM 



^Pricing set forth is the sole responsiblity of the travel agent. Prices are per person, cruise 
only, based on double occupancy and in U.S. dollars. All itineraries and prices are subject to 
change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Government taxes and fees are additional. 
©2011 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 11022571 • 2/16/2011 


RoyalCaribbean 


IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR ADVENTURE, 

YOU’RE GETTING WARMER 









Naji Tobias 

From left, Tampa Tribal senior Bobby Henry, Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr., Hollywood Tribal citizen Rich- 
ard Osceola and Brighton Tribal citizen Wildman David Snow meditate by a campfire site under a cooking chickee at the 
Brighton Reservation’s culture camp on March 25. At the campsite, the logs near the fire are pointing in four different 
directions - east, north, west and south. According to Rep. Jones, chickee huts typically are faced in a north-south 
direction, with the cooking chickee being erected at the center of Brighton’s culture camp. All other chickee huts in the 
camp face the cooking chickee. “It’s built like that so everyone knows who is in that particular camp,” Rep. Jones said. 
“Everybody’s accounted for that way.” 

Brighton and Tampa Tribal Citizens 
Share Culture Storytelling Lessons 
about Seminole Life 


At the Brighton Reserva- 
tion’s culture camp, Tampa 
Tribal citizens Bobby Henry, 
left, and Herbert Jim con- 
duct a Seminole heritage 
presentation in the Mika- 
suki and English languages, 
respectively, for Tribal citi- 
zens young and old to un- 
derstand. The two later held 
a Q-and-A session regard- 
ing the storytelling sessions 
they conducted, which 
placed a primary focus on 
preserving the Seminole 
culture. 

Naji Tobias 




Naji Tobias 

Brighton/Tampa Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. gives an introduction to the Brighton and Tampa Tribal citizens 
about the roots of Seminole life in a special presentation. 



Naji Tobias Brighton’s Lorene Gopher asks a question about the 
Tampa Tribal seniors Peggy Cubis, left, and Nancy Frank conduct ways 0 f Seminole life at the culture presentation, 
a Seminole culture storytelling presentation in the Mikasuki lan- 
guage at the presentation entitled “The Roots of Seminole Life.” 


Brighton’s Wil- 
lie Johns asks a 
question to Tampa 
Tribal presenters 
Bobby Henry and 
Herbert Jim about 
the proper ways 
of maintaining the 
Seminole culture 
and lifestyle. 

Naji Tobias 
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Judy Weeks 


Riders begin bringing in the cattle at the 15th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive on March 26 in Big Cypress. 



Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, left, and Eight-Time World Calf Roping Champion Joe 
Beaver talk about the importance of tradition and keeping history alive. 


15 th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive in Big Cypress Draws Large Turnout 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Trail Bosses Stanlo Johns and Mary Tigertail, President Richard Bowers Jr. and Iris 
Wall greet riders at the halfway point on the Trail Drive of the 15th Annual Junior Cypress 
Cattle Drive, which attracted over 400 participants. The Drive was sponsored by the Big Cypress 
Cattlemen’s Association. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 400 people turned out with their 
horses, mules, buggies and wagons to participate in the 15th Annual 
Junior Cypress Cattle Drive on March 26. The event is sponsored an- 
nually by the Big Cypress Cattlemen’s Association and coordinated 
by President Richard Bowers Jr., Moses Jumper Jr. and Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 

Mary Tigertail and Stanlo Johns shared the position of Honorary 
Trail Boss for the cattle drive. 

The Tigertail family has been involved in cattle ranching in Big 
Cypress since its inception. Growing up with cattle, Mary took con- 
trol of her own herd approximately 25 years ago and remains actively 
involved in their production. 

A resident of the Brighton Reservation with an extensive back- 
ground in the cattle industry, Stanlo Johns was the first Seminole to 
assume the position of superintendent of the Cattle Program for the 
Seminole Tribe. 

Following a hearty breakfast at the Billie Swamp Safari, the 
cattle drovers gathered at the end of West Boundary Road to begin 
the 10-mile journey to the Junior Cypress Entertainment Center and 
Rodeo Grounds with a herd of long horn cattle. 

Officiating at the trail head, Moses Jumper Jr. said, ’’This trail 
follows closely the route taken by many of the original Big Cypress 
cattle men during their semi-annual round up of the herds that ’’free- 
ranged” the reservation. They spent weeks working their way through 
thick woods, swamps and cypress heads gathering up the cattle on 
their cracker horses. Driving the animals into the stock pens, long 
hours went into sorting, doctoring, branding and separating the ones 
to be sent to market.” 

"Fences and other changes have taken place over the years, but 
the basic principles of cattle ranching are still the same,” concluded 
Jumper. ”A lot of hard work goes into round ups and a cowboy’s day 
is never done.” 

’’This annual cattle drive was started in memory of my uncle, 
Junior Cypress," Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. “Cattle ranching 
was his business 24 hours a day. When I think of him, I see him on 

the back of a horse with his hat pulled down, sheltering his eyes 


from the sun or driving around the Rez with a pickup truck load of 
kids, heading for the cow pens or the swimming hole." 

The first leg of the cattle drive provided an opportunity for the 
riders to put their horses to work. The cattle spotted an opening and 
made a break for the woods. Within seconds the round up was in full 
swing and before long the herd had been collected. 

Reaching the halfway point, the steers were pushed into a hold- 
ing area for water and rest, while the riders gravitated toward the 
shade of a tent. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. introduced the reigning Seminole 
Royalty: Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie, Miss Florida 
Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, Eastern Indian Rodeo Queen Jewel 
Buck and Jr. Miss Rodeo Queen Melanie Perez. 

After paying tribute to the Trail Bosses Stanlo Johns and Mary 
Tigertail, Pres. Bowers continued, "This is our 15 year and we are 
happy to see so many familiar faces here today." He then recognized 
a select group of riders who have participated numerous times since 
the first drive in 1996. 

Asking 81 -year-old Iris Wall to come forward, Pres. Bowers pre- 
sented her with a plaque denoting her 1 5 years of participation. He 
said, "Iris Wall is a member of a pioneer family that has been ranching 
at Indian Town for generations. Many of our fathers and grandfathers 
have helped work the round up on their ranch." 

"I am proud to say that I grew up with many of your elders and 
your first lady chairman, Betty Mae Jumper, was one of my dearest 
friends," Iris Wall said. "It gives me great pleasure to be here today." 
A tribute to her sharp mind and wit, she then recited a lengthy poem 
about the process of aging in a clear, unfaltering voice. 

Joining this year’s cattle drive was Eight-Time World Calf Rop- 
ing Champion Joe Beaver, who had come all the way from Texas for 
the event. He said, "It is my pleasure to be a part of this momentous 
occasion. I have participated in numerous drives across our country, 
but I have never been part of such a large group of faithful riders. You 
can pull anything off for a couple of years, but 1 5 years is definitely 
a tradition." 

Returning to the trail, the group arrived at the Junior Cypress 
Arena in time for a delicious barbeque dinner. A great conclusion to a 
wonderful day on the trail was the evening performance of the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association. 



From right, Jr. Miss 
Florida Seminole 
Lorelei Tommie and 
Miss Florida Semi- 
nole Cassandra 
Jimmie watch as 
President Richard 
Bowers Jr. presents 
a plaque to Iris Wall 
for her participation 
in all 15 Junior Cy- 
press Cattle Drives. 

Judy Weeks 


Tribal leaders and roy- 
alty welcome riders to 
the 15th Annual Junior 
Cypress Cattle Drive. 
From left, Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Paul Bow- 
ers Sr., Jr. Miss Florida 
Seminole Lorelei Tom- 
mie, Chairman Mitch- 
ell Cypress, President 
Richard Bowers Jr., 
Miss Florida Seminole 
Cassandra Jimmie, 
Junior Rodeo Queen 
Melanie Perez and Mo- 
ses Jumper Jr. 

Judy Weeks 




. MU r 


Co-Trail Boss Stanlo 
Johns, Big Cypress 
Board Rep. Paul Bowers 
Sr., Chairman Mitch- 
ell Cypress, President 
Richard Bowers Jr., 
and Iris Wall talk about 
raising cattle in Big Cy- 
press. 

Judy Weeks 





Watch 
History 
In The 

Making 


fej 

DIRECTV” 


INSTALLATION 


MAINTENANCE 

fiviD 

XTRA DIGITAL 210+ 
CHANNELS & LOCAL 



The Tribe offers a great DIRECTV satellite TV program to all Tribal Citizens who sign up for it through Seminole 
Broadcasting. Many thought this was only a benefit available to our seniors, NO, it is not! DIRECTV’S Choice Xtra 
Digital package has 21 0+ channels, including your locals, and is paid for by the Tribe. We also offer you the Seminole 
Channel, broadcast each Thursday between 5:00 - 7:00 PM on DIRECTV Channel 575. 

The DIRECTV bulk rate program allows each new subscriber to receive free installation of a basic receiver and dish. 
Any upgrades in equipment or channels offered by DIRECTV are also available through our service. If you already 
have DIRECTV, but did not order it through the Tribe, you can have your account assigned to the Tribe’s program and 
save money. 

Besides offering DIRECTV at a great price, we also have our own customer service staff and technicians for service 
and installation, no need for a monthly maintenance fee. Don’t get frustrated by those automated telephone 
systems, we can answer your questions and help you solve any problems you may have. Just call our office at (954) 
985-5703 for more information or assistance. 


sc^ 


SEMINOLE CHANNEL 

Big Cypress: 863-902-3217 • Brighton/Ft. Pierce: 863-763-6380 • Tampa: 813-246-3100 
Immokalee: 239-658-9256 • Hollywood/South Florida: 954-985-5703 
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Youth Media Production Workshop 

July 10 - 16, 2011 

Ages 14-21 

Seminole Media* Productions 

Hollywood, FL 


954-985-5702 ext 10700 

DonnaMason@semtnbe.com 



presented by: 
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SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 
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Seminole Police Department Hosts Inaugural Lock-In at Big Cypress Community Center 



Naji Tobias 

Family Services Prevention Specialist Fed Millis plays a selection of the Tribe’s de facto anthem song ‘Seminole Wind’ with a group of the Big 
Cypress Reservation’s youth at the inaugural SPD-sponsored lock-in on March 25. The overnight lock-in, which was conceptualized by the 
Big Cypress Y.O.U.T.H. Committee and assembled by five Tribal departments (Boys & Girls Club, Community Center, Family Services, Seminole 
Fire-Rescue and SPD), featured a spaghetti dinner, a set of bingo games, a Nintendo Wii competition, a dance segment, a movie watching 
segment and a talent show. Almost 50 youngsters stayed overnight at the Big Cypress Community Center. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Sarah Osceola, left, is being served pizza by fellow Big Cypress Tribal 
youngster Jason Melton at the lock-in sponsored primarily by SPD. 


Hollywood Tribal Youth Enjoy a Week of Fun-Filled Activities for Spring Break 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Joey Puente selects a briefcase while playing a round of the video game version of the 
popular game show ‘Deal or No Deal’. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, Addison Huggins and Cedrick Martin concentrate on a game of ‘Terminator Salvation’ at Dave & 
Buster’s Entertainment Center for their last day of spring break activities as part of the Seminole Summer 
Program March 18. The group participated in a week-long schedule of outings and was sponsored by the 
Hollywood Seminole Recreation Department and Youth Center. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Talia Rodriguez is all smiles with a huge bag filled 
with hundreds of game tickets she won throughout 
the day. 



The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement, Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State 
Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 1 6 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University 
Law School in 1 987, and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 


Tribal Citizen Celebrates Origins of 
Bonita Springs with Mayor 



Submitted by Richard Osceola 

Tribal citizen Richard Osceola and son Phillip, far left, together with Tribal citizens Frank Huff Jr., upper left, Mary Alice Smith, 
far right, and Bonita Springs Mayor Ben Nelson for the 12th annual celebration of the founding of Bonita Springs on April 2. 



Submitted by Richard Osceola 


Richard Osceola, third from left, also joined by Mary Alice Smith, far left, Musician Jimmie Van Zant, second from left, and 
Bonita Springs Mayor Ben Nelson, far right, playfully ‘breaking bread’ at the Bonita Springs celebration. 
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More photos from Fort Lauderdale's Centennial Celebration 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Chief Operations Office Intern Stephen Billie prepares Storyteller Ollie Wareham entertains the audience and 
a rundown of the activities for the centennial celebration. guests. 


Seminole Cigarette Launch Debuts at Hard Rock 




Crew from the 
Okalee Indian 
Village answer 
audience ques- 
tions about 
alligators. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Victor Billie, left, demonstrates the intricate details involved in sewing custom Seminole patchwork designs to passing 
patrons. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of the Okalee Indian Village present a wildlife and alligator show to the dozens in attendance for the centennial 
celebration. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, daughter Randean Osceola and mother Geraldine practice weaving saw grass baskets at a special cultural 
demonstration vendor booth. 


Briana D' Andrea 

Seminole Premium Cigarettes co-owners Joe Dan Osceola, right, and Charles Fuller together celebrating 
the launch of the new brand at a private event at Bongo’s Cafe in the Seminole Hard Rock Paradise April 
7. The Firebird Manufacturing produced brand was officially launched in a southeast regional campaign 
ceremony last month in South Boston, Va. and are now readily available for purchase. 



Briana D’Andrea 

A customer purchases a pack of the new Seminole Premium Brand Cigarettes at the Seminole Store while 
at the Hard Rock. 







3 EXTREME MACHINES 

1 EXTREME EVENT 
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954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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Judy Weeks 

Troy Cantu leads his 1094 pound Brangus steer “Rascal” to a Junior Showmanship Award. 


Immokalee’s Troy Cantu Awarded Junior 
Steer Showmanship at Collier County Fair 


Tribal Teens and Adults Learn Financial Literacy 
in Series of Seminars Offered in Hollywood 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal teens learn about money management and money problem-solving techniques in part three of a new three-part financial literacy 
seminar/program held at the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium March 26. The program is also available to adults and will rotate to each 
reservation as part of a three-month series of classes set to repeat beginning on April 30 on the Big Cypress Reservation. The series helps 
fulfill the Grantor’s Trust Financial Literacy requirements. For more information call Rita McCabe at the Brighton Executive Administra- 
tion Office at 863-763-4128 ext. 15403 or the Office of Trust Management at 954-966-6300 ext. 11432. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee 4-Her 
Troy Cantu earned the Junior Showmanship 



Judy Weeks 

Steer Judge Pat Hogue, left, talks with Troy Cantu 
about his steer and showmanship qualifications. 


Award for the Steer Division at the Collier 
County Fair on March 22. 

Troy has been raising 4-H projects for 
several years and first exhibited in the small 
animal division of the Seminole 4-H program. 
Moving up to swine and then steers, he elected 
to compete in both the Seminole and Collier 
County Clubs for two years in a row. 

Last year, Troy’s steer won the 2010 
Grand Championship for Collier County and 
he returned this year to win the Junior Steer 
Showmanship Award. His project was a 1094 
pound Blue Ribbon winning Brangus named 
Rascal. 

Steer Judge Pat Hogue of Okeechobee 
said, ’’Showmanship is based upon control, 
proper use of equipment, demeanor, appear- 
ance and presentation. Troy Cantu exhibits all 
of these qualities. As a junior he has made a 
remarkable beginning.’’ 

Troy attends the Big Cypress-based Ah- 
fachkee School, where he is in the fifth grade. 
His future goals include a career in law en- 
forcement. 

Immokalee 4-H Program Assistant Mel- 
onie Hamlet said, ’’Raising a 4-H project takes 
a great deal of commitment and determination. 
Troy has shouldered the responsibility of not 
one, but two projects this year and never fal- 
tered. He is doing a terrific job of balancing his 
school work with outside activities.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Stephanie Duckworth, financial literacy advisor and Wampa- 
noag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) Tribal member, advises Tribal 
teens in attendance about their financial futures. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Jason Dodd completes an exercise on money distribution during the 
financial literacy seminar. 


Big Cypress Seniors Play Lounger Ball Games at Monthly Birthday Luncheon 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress senior Violet Jim takes top honors for earning 
the most Big Cypress Seniors Activity Points for the month of 
March. She earned a Big Cypress Senior-high 15 points, which 
were based on the following activities: walking, bike riding, 
swimming, exercise and active participation. 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress senior Alan Jumper is on the move as he 
gets ready to go for his lounger ball target at the March 
30 Birthday Luncheon. 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal elder Lucille Jumper, who enjoyed her most 
recent birthday in March, celebrates her time with the seniors 
as she plays a game of lounger ball. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Mable Jim takes a turn at lounger 
ball during the seniors’ monthly birthday luncheon. 



BUYING OR SELLING? 


i -sc 3 ccFmpnnv that makes positive things 
iuppLii. ColdwdJ Banker, the number one 
conipam in Residential Real Estate. 

Diane: 954-294-506(1 


COLDUieLL 
BANKER □ 


RESIDENTIAL REALESTATE 

3319 Sheridan St. 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


DIANE LOTT, RN, BSN. P.A. 

Realtor 

Sourh Broward Board of* Real tors 
Florida Association of Realtors 
National Association of Realtors 

{cell) 954-294-5060 
(fax) 954-272-7118 
email: diane.lot t<®ftori damoves.co m 
ht tpi/Zwww, florida m oves .com /di Line, lot t 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5£97) 



DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce^ 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 

Probate*^ 

Free Consultation wills^— 

www.hendrylaw.com Serving Hendry, 

Glades, Broward, 
Lake Placid Okeechobee and 

863-699-2889 Highlands Counties 
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AN AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


Expl 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

orerVan Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and HandicapVehicles 






Sr 




8600 PINES BLVD. 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 




iTONY RODRIGUEZ 





STORE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SAT9RDAY 9AM- 9PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 


’•MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 M I LES, WHICHEVER COM ES FI RST. SOM E RESTRI CTI 0NS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUSTPRESENTTHIS AD ATTIMEOFPURCHASETORECEIVETHESESPECIALPRICES. OFFERS G00D0NDATE0F PUBLICATION ONLY UNLBS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICE NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASE EXCLUDED. SEE DEALfR FOR DETAIE. NOT RBPONSIBLf FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURE ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC &RAYDI OLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RBERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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Education B 


Immokalee Youth Learn About Camp Life During Culture Camp 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Carrying a change of clothes and big 
smiles, Immokalee youth descended upon the cultural village at the 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch on the morning of March 24 for a two- 
day campout that highlighted their spring break from school. 

Immokalee Culture Department Manager Geraldine Osceola 
and her assistants coordinated a series of activities related to the 
camp life shared by their mothers and grandmothers while they 
were growing up in the Everglades during the early 20th century. 

Beginning with the basics, the youngsters learned how to start 
and maintain a fire, prepare raw and fresh ingredients and finally 
cook their dinner. As they worked, their teachers shared stories of 
their youth and some of the oral histories passed on by their ances- 
tors to explain their heritage. 

Fishing, hunting, gardening and gathering of wild food sources 
were topics of conversation, as well as storage and preservation of 
supplies. The boys and girls showed a great deal of interest with 
regard to the gathering and use of natural herbs and medicine plants. 

Setting their work aside, the children played games and talked 
about the kind of toys, sports and activities that entertained past 
generations. 

As night time descended, the campers gathered around the fire 
and listened to stories and shared their experiences. Nancy Motlow 
talked about life before the reservation and what it was like growing 
up at the old camp on the corner of State Road 29, going to school Atiiano Nunez 

and working in the fields. Immokalee Culture Department hosted a campout for the community boys and girls at the village at 

Dropping mosquito netting from the rafters of the chickees, the the Immokalee Seminole Ranch during spring break from school on March 24. 

boys and girls crawled into their beds on the platforms and watched 

the glow of the fire as they drifted off to sleep. See more photos on page 2B 



Hollywood's Kaiya Drake 
is Named ACSI Spelling 
Bee Champion 

BY DERICE LOUIS 

With the memory of being eliminated on the first word 
last year, placing 1 6th in first grade and nervousness to rattle 
anyone, Hollywood Christian Academy’s third-grader Kaiya 
Drake came away victorious at the annual 2011 ACSI Spell- 
ing Bee. 

This year the 2011 ACSI Spelling Bee took place in 
March and was hosted by The Hollywood Christian Acad- 
emy. The competition included eight other private schools 
with competitors ranging from first to fourth grade. Kaiya 
competed against 25 other students in her grade level. 

Kaiya talked about how she prepared for her journey to 
becoming the third grade ACSI Spelling Bee champion. 

"I wrote every word from the spelling list down every 
night and studied," Kaiya said. 

She did not let her nervousness get the best of her and 
was able to persevere to victory. 

“I was nervous when there were only four of us left, I 
thought I was going to lose, and I was nervous that I was go- 
ing to mess up on a word,” Kaiya said. “I was really happy 
when I won. My mom was so proud of me." 

Kudos to Kaiya Drake for a job well done! Her determi- 
nation and hard work paid off. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Learn about their Heritage at Old Johns' Camp 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — Students from the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School experi- 
enced a rare glimpse into the recent past of 
their culture on April 8 when they took a field 
trip to the site of the Old Johns’ Camp. Located 
on Brighton Reservation within close proxim- 
ity of the water tower, it is currently occupied 
by the residence of Connie Johns Whidden. 

Upon their arrival, the boys and girls 
were greeted by a group of the men and wom- 
en who once called Johns’ Camp their home 
and eventually grew into the position of lead- 
ers of the community and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. 

Cultural heritage tells us where we origi- 
nated and this knowledge gives us strength 
and purpose to sustain our position in the cur- 
rent generation. We define who we are and our 
lifestyle and choices are a determining factor 
in who we will become. In order to under- 
stand the future, it is important to know the 
past. 

Introducing the speakers, Connie Whid- 
den passed out hand bills with a topographical 
map of the original camp that included photo- 
graphs of its founder, Dolly Johns of the Pan- 
ther Clan, and the extended family who called 
the Johns’ Camp their home. She was known 
to everyone as Aunt Dolly. 

As the Camp’s current occupant, a short 
biography of Whidden established the Camp 
atmosphere for the young audience. She was 
bom in 1944 and her grandparents were Willie 
Johns and Annie Stewart. Her mother, Emma 
Johns, passed away when she was seven. Dol- 
ly Johns accepted responsibility for Connie, 


her siblings and all of the numerous children 
who eventually would make Johns’ Camp 
their home. 

Willie Johns explained to the youngsters 
that their ancestors moved around the state 
at will. They followed the seasons and lived 
off the land until encroachment by the settlers 
began to limit their freedom. He said, "New 
laws established reservations for us and be- 
cause of hardship, our folks were forced to 
come here to live. No one seemed to know 
who was in control, but we looked toward the 
Federal Government." 

A student asked why the reservation is 
called Brighton and Lorene Gopher respond- 
ed, "There was a white settlement at the inter- 
section of State Road 70 by that name and it 
was eventually applied to the whole area. Our 
people called this place Ta-rak-kvl-kv, which 
means ’Where the swamp cabbage are’. We 
identified a lot of the places by our reason for 
stopping there." 

"We were dirt poor, but we never went 
hungry," said Timmy Johns. "We came here 
from the Okeechobee area when I was about 
four and moved to the site of Howard Mic- 
co’s camp. They set up a little chickee craft 
shop here and Aunt Dolly would walk down 
to work every day. Eventually, she decided to 
save herself the walk and just moved." 

Stanlo Johns recalled his family living 
around Blue Fields and moving a lot until 
the late 40’s or early 50’s when he arrived at 
Brighton. The descendants of the Johns’ girls, 
Dolly, Lillian, Emma, Lois and Arlene, all 
gravitated toward the Johns’ Camp. 

Each of the residents took turns recalling 

Please see HERITAGE on page 2B 



Judy Weeks 

Connie Whidden, center, talks to a group of Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students during the April 8 field trip to the Old Johns’ Camp. “Many 
Brighton adults called Johns’ Camp their home when they were growing up. The original camp is gone and I now have my house on its site, but 
the Johns’ Camp will live forever in the legacy of its descendants,” Whidden said. 



Elgin Jumper 
displays vari- 
ous forms of art 
that include por- 
trait, landscape, 
still life, action 
scenes and con- 
temporary to the 
youth of the Na- 
ples Community. 

Judy Weeks 


Naples Youth Learn to Express Themselves 
Through Art Guided by Artist Elgin Jumper 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — Seminole artist Elgin Jumper has been 
sharing the wonderful world of artistic expression by an- 
swering requests to tour various reservation libraries and 
community centers with a program that centers upon indi- 
vidual involvement. 

Naples Community youth gathered at the Juanita 
Osceola Center on the afternoon of March 18 for their op- 
portunity to learn how to transform a blank canvas into 
a beautiful explosion of color depicting one of Florida’s 
glorious sunsets. 

Captivating his audience, Jumper provided a brief 
glimpse into the history of art. His listeners learned that 
for thousands of years, mankind recorded their experienc- 
es through various art forms prior to the advent of written 
languages. Due to their creativity with the raw materials at 
hand, these early artists have provided us with a valuable 
insight into their culture. 


"Our ancestors have passed our culture down to the 
present generation by oral history, spiritual and artistic ex- 
ample and it is our responsibility to continue their legacy," 
said Jumper. "Art forms have undergone an evolution over 
time, but the basic concepts remain the same as we ex- 
press ourselves through many media, such as story telling, 
poetry, music, painting, sketching, sculpting, basketry, 
carving or sewing." 

Experimenting with the paint and brushes the young 
artists attempted to duplicate an Everglades scene as they 
developed their own technique for applying color and 
texture to the canvas. Regardless of age, the result was 
extraordinary and the excitement in the room was conta- 
gious. 

Displaying their finished projects, the group was 
anxious to share their pictures with their families and ev- 
eryone wanted to know when they would be able to have 
another lesson in painting. 


Native Learning Center's Winter Symposium 
Highlights Native Country Issues 



Left photo, guest lecturer 
and Native Attorney Jack Du- 
ran, of California, discusses 
motivation and team build- 
ing practices. 

Photo below, Human Re- 
sources Department staff 
members answer questions 
and offer give-a-ways for 
visiting guests during the 
first day of the NLC Winter 
Symposium. 

Chris C. Jenkins 
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See more photos on page 2B 


See more photos on page 3B 
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NAISEF 

From page 1A 


For the Ahfachkee students in this year’s 
NAISEF competition - Leauna Billie was the other 
national entrant - it took quite a bit of fine-tuning 
and revisions to get their science project to national 
level status. 

Prior to getting cleared to compete in the na- 
tional competition, the students had to go through 
an extensive screening process, which started last 
September - the time they began working on their 
science projects - and continued through last No- 
vember’s local science fair. 

From more than 40 science exhibit entries at 
the Ahfachkee School’s fair - which was held on 
Nov. 16, 2010 - only three were selected to move on 
to the next level of competition. 

“The science projects had to be very meticu- 
lous, thought-provoking and inspiring,” Blount 
said. “We had to select based on facts and presenta- 
tion.” 

For Pratt, his project was inspired by a group of 
bees that were buzzing around a blue-colored flow- 
er at his home one sunny September afternoon. He 
said he was wondering why the bees were keying in 



Vicki Pratt 


Taylor Pratt is all smiles as he relishes in the moment 
with his “Anthocyanins” entry at the March 24-26 NAISEF 
competition in New Mexico. 


on the aforementioned flower and not the 
others around it. 

“I thought it [the blue flower] had to 
do with the color,” Pratt said. “It could 
have also been the pigment that’s in the 
flower. I notice when the bees come 
around, they don’t go to the flowers that 
are colored differently.” 

With that information readily avail- 
able to him, Pratt later came up with a 
problem, which keyed in on whether alka- 
line or acidic PH would extract bees more 
effectively. 

Pratt then came up with a hypothesis. 

“Bees are attracted to anthocyanins 
more with alkaline PH,” Pratt determined 
as his hypothesis. 

Pratt’s mother and science aide, Vicki 
Pratt, was there to assist him with the ex- 
hibit’s design and layout, which featured 
the experiment’s hypothesis and conclu- 
sion. 

“It was a project that needed some re- 
search,” Vicki Pratt said. “He [Taylor] had to figure 
out what direction he wanted to go in. He had to 
prepare a hypothesis in the form of a question.” 

The project, which took about a week to assem- 
ble, ended up with a surprise that Taylor wasn’t 
expecting. 

“The answer was acidic PH,” Pratt said. “I 
turned out to be wrong on that one. “The acidic 
part of the flower was red and the bees flew to it 
often, but I know that bees are blind to red. Maybe 
they just looked at the blue part of the flower and 
found it attractive.” 

All of that impressed the national science 
panel, so much so that Pratt would earn the two 
specialty awards - primarily due to his extensive 
research on the project and his persistency. 

Pratt credited his teachers for the accomplish- 
ment. 

“My math and science teachers taught me 
how to do the work and find my answer,” Pratt 
said. “I learned how to investigate a problem and 
solve it.” 

Billie, who showed off a science project en- 
titled “Vanishing Stains,” said she was happy for 
how the Ahfachkee School represented itself in its 
first try at the nationals. 

“It just shows that Ahfachkee could go plac- 
es and we could succeed in anything we put our 
minds to do,” Billie said. “If you have a question 


and you want to figure something out, just keep 
working on it and keep asking that same questions 
when you go through you’re project. You may have 
to go through many stops and mistakes, but keep 
trying until you find what you want.” 

Blount, a first-year science teacher at the Ah- 
fachkee School, credited former principal Walter 
Swan for laying down the foundation for the stu- 
dents to compete on the national level. 

“He [Mr. Swan] saw a lot of potential and qual- 
ity in our students,” Blount said. “It just needed to 
be driven in our students.” 

Blount said he’s hoping for more students to 
qualify for next year’s competition, which is tenta- 
tively slated for March 2012. 

“They drew inspiration from other students in 
this year’s competition so they can improve for next 
year,” Blount said. “It turned out to be a positive re- 
inforcement experience for them. We’re expecting 
to get better next time.” 

NAISEF was created in 1988 through an Amer- 
ican Indian Science and Engineering Society part- 
nership with the three established American Indian 
science fair initiative in North Dakota, Wisconsin 
and New Mexico, according to the AISES website. 
The annual NAISEF competition, hosted by AISES, 
is a learning endeavor for American Indian students 
that desire to apply their knowledge in the fields of 
science, math and engineering through the use of 
hands-on research. 

For more information, go to www.aises.org. 



Vicki Pratt 


Ahfachkee freshman Leauna Billie shows off her “Vanishing Points” 
science exhibit at the NAISEF competition. 



Vicki Pratt 

From left, NAISEF entrants Leauna Billie, Taylor Pratt and Mika Lopez 
at the March 24-26 NAISEF competition in New Mexico. 



Atilano Nunez 

Cartaya Billie, left, and Jillian Rodriguez check out their mattresses during an afternoon rest period at 
the Immokalee Culture Camp on March 24. 


HERITAGE 

From page 1 B 

how the Camp grew in size and became a common meeting place 
for Seminoles from all over Florida as they traveled from one 
reservation or job to another. There was a chickee with a plat- 
form used by guests from Hollywood, Big Cypress and the Trail 
area. 

"This became a gathering place where you could always get 
a drink of coffee, some clabbered milk, a hot meal or a place to 
spend the night," said Willie Johns. "We had a dairy cow, chick- 
ens, pigs and a big garden that kept food on the table. This ham- 
mock was my stomping ground where I walked, ran and rode 
horses until I was 17 years old." 

"Our health was much better then and we didn't have to deal 
with obesity and diabetes," said Timmy Johns. "We lived life 
naturally in chickees and the first house was built out of cowpen 
lumber with only three sides and tar paper. If you could go back 
to our days, you would appreciate what you have now. It's a good 
life today, but it was a really good, healthy life then, too." 

"The children who grew up here were fighting the odds," 
said Edna Johns McDuffy. "When they say that it takes a village 
to raise a child, they were talking about Aunt Dolly. We all lived 
here in chickees and learned by watching and example. We had 
platforms and tables, but no chairs. There was no indoor plumb- 
ing and we bathed and washed our clothes in the pond across the 
road." 

Talk about the pond brought back many memories for the el- 
ders. As a small child, Norman Johns was bit by a snake and had 
to be taken to the hospital where he saw his first doctor, which he 
feared more than the snake bite. 


The pond served as a bath tub, swimming hole, water for 
the livestock and source of fish, turtles and frogs. Clothing was 
washed in its waters and then hung on the fence to dry. A main 
fundamental of the Camp, it no longer exists due to improved 
drainage on the reservation. 

"When we were growing up, the school system would not 
accept Indians. The Reservation finally set up the old school 
house known as the Brighton Day School, however we needed 
more than it could offer." related Stanlo Johns. "In order to re- 
ceive an education, the children were sent to boarding schools 
in North Carolina until they finally allowed us to be enrolled in 
Okeechobee." 

Whidden recalled that there were no paved roads or electric- 
ity when she started school in Okeechobee. Because of school 
districts and county lines, Brighton children were forced to at- 
tend the school in Moore Haven for a while and then returned to 
Okeechobee. Bus stops were at a great distance from the Camp. 

"The Camp managed to have only one old car and education 
was so important that we drove it to the bus stop, where it sat all 
day long until we returned," said Whidden. "Families recognized 
the need for education to make a better life for their children and 
that hasn't changed. You need to stay in school, go to college and 
come back to become our leaders." 

PECS Administrative Assistant Michele Thomas said, "My 
family grew up in this camp with no electricity, indoor plumbing 
or alarm clock, but they knew the importance of education and 
managed to get to school on time. They set the bar high. Many 
of them have sought higher education or jobs that would benefit 
their community. It is your responsibility to carry on their goals 
for a better future for each generation." 


More photos from Elgin Jumper's visit to Naples 



Judy Weeks 

Traditional Arts Specialist Jessica Osceola helps 3-year-old O.B. Osceola III steady his paint 
brush as he creates a tree during the art lesson from Seminole artist Elgin Jumper on March 18 
at the Juanita Osceola Center. 



Judy Weeks 

Naples Community youth display the pictures they painted during their first session with Seminole 
artist Elgin Jumper. 


More photos from Pemayetv Emahakv students participating in the Chairman's Initiative 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Martina Herrera reads part of a personal letter writ- 
ten to the first Lady Michelle Obama. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal students get interviewed by Seminole Media 
Productions about their participation in the Chair- 
man’s initiative. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, seventh grade students Keyana Nelson and Brydgett Koontz talk about the gifts to 
be included in a special package to be sent to President Obama’s daughters. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal teens from Pemayetv Emahakv pack specially made Seminole clothing and crafts to 
be sent to the Obama family. 
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Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. Speaks to Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students 



Naji Tobias 

Middle school students from the Brighton Reservation’s Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School were treated to an early morning speaking engagement from 
special guest Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. on March 23. Also known as the school’s Culture Day, which happens one day out of each grad- 
ing period, Jones gave advice to the students on how to effectively learn about the Tribal culture in the area of medicine. Following the hour-long speaking 
engagement at the charter school’s culture classroom, Jones took the students on a day-long field trip to learn more about medicine. 


Naji Tobias 

Parker Jones, the brother of Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr., speaks to the 
middle school students about his experiences with Tribal medicine at the March 23 culture 
speaking engagement in Brighton. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Practice Cooking, 
Carving and Crafts at Culture Class 



Rodney Riser 

From left, Brooke Thornton and Sunni Bearden cook as Culture Director Lorene Gopher looks on during Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School’s culture class on March 29. 



Rodney Riser 

The girls’ cooking class makes frybread in front of the cooking chickee. 



Layne Thomas sands his turtle during the class. 


Rodney Riser 

Rodney Riser 

Rudy Juarez works on carving a canoe out of 
wood. 



More photos from the Native Learning Center's Winter Symposium in Hollywood 



Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Tribal citizens and symposium attendees Herbert Jim and Jane Billie work together on a team activity to measure 
performance and effective team building as part of several classes offered at the Native Learning Center’s Winter Sympo- 
sium held beachside at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Hollywood March 15-17. The three-day event offered Natives and guests 
insight and training on topics including housing development, Seminole culture, grants, Tribal museums and social media. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Symposium attendee Tara Pretends Eagle-Weber asks 
about the curriculum of the Brighton Reservation’s 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Native Learning Center Deputy Director Kyle Doney sits in on 
a presentation by Housing and Urban Development (HUD) per- 
sonnel on procurement training and contract administration. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Instructor Jane Wood, left, talks about the strategies involved in positive management of work staff with Native sympo- 
sium guests. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Get Pumped Up for FCAT at Pep Rally 



Naji Tobias 

A euphoric feeling overtakes the halls of the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School in Brighton as students from 
pre-kindergarten through the second grade line up on opposite ends to cheer for their older counterparts at the 
April 7 FCAT Pep Rally. 


Naji Tobias 

All of the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students cheer aloud in unison as they show off their excitement at the FCAT Pep Rally in 
Brighton. 



Naji Tobias 

The kindergarten students of Brighton’s Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
read a poem about being “Eggcellent” and gave out candies, Easter eggs with 
“Smarties,” to the test-taking students from Grades 3-8. 



Naji Tobias 

Dressed in a ‘70s-style wig and tight jeans as a humorous surprise, 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School day porter Harry Tewksbury 
shares some words of advice for the third- through eighth-grade 
students. 



Naji Tobias 

To conclude the pep rally, held in the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s cafeteria, Principal 
Russel Brown offers some words of encouragement to the test-takers. Students from Grades 
3-8 were scheduled to take their FCAT exams April 11-21. 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School reading coach Pam Hudson energizes the students as they get geared up for Led by Mrs. Melody Brown, her second grade students of Brighton’s Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School perform a cheering and 
the pep rally. enouragement segment for their third- through eighth-grade peers, saying that “We Believe in You.” 



Noktepeeke Party Rental^ 

For Any Occasion 


Tents 

Round Tables 


6' or 8' Foot Rectangular Tables 
Chairs 

Beverage Service 
Fun Foods 
Inflatables 
Mechanical Rides 


Carnival Games... 


Call today for pricing! 

Shonabesh 


Stephanie Huggins 
ew Number (786) 514-3384 
StephanieHuggin^att.net 



The first graders present an inspirational poem at the April 7 FCAT Pep Rally. 


Naji Tobias 
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Submitted by Michele Thomas 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students take home PE Central 
Challenge awards during the third nine weeks ceremony on April 1. 



Submitted by Michele Thomas 

Third grade students proudly display their silver awards they received for 
making all A’s and B’s during the third nine weeks. 



Submitted by Michele Thomas 

Third graders are happy to show off their citizenship awards during the ceremony. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Receive Awards at Third Nine Weeks Ceremony 


Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School Awards 
Recipients - 3rd nine weeks 

Kindergarten Effort 

Austin Thomas 
Ysla Meras 
Javaris Johnson 
Jace Brown 
Lillian Garcia 
Cheyenne Lara 
Gabe Williams 
Shylynn Testerman 
Jason Haydon 
Tanier Gore 
Mariana Mora Lara 
Giselle Micco 
Caitlyn Olivarez 
Lucius Billie 
David King 
Deagen Osceola 
Pearcetin Trammell 

Kindergarten Citizenship 

Cheyenne Lara 
Lillian Garcia 
Dakota Fish 
Gabe Williams 
Leviticus Roberts 
Giselle Micco 
Mariana Mora Lara 
Shylynn Testerman 
Dwayne Billie 
Lupe Mora Lara 
Melina Steve 

Kindergarten Improvement 

Dylan Johns 
Valentine Martinez 
Dakota Fish 
Iann Jimmie 
Shylynn Testerman 
Jason Haydon 
Sir Marcus Osceola 
Creek Gopher 
Mariana Mora Lara 
Gabe Williams 
Victor Parrilla 
Jrayko Billie 
Terald Gamer 
Makya King 
Derrick Smith 

First Grade Effort 

Tadan Santiago 
Mariah Gamer 
Ta-fv Harris 
Kenai Billie 
Jason Webber 
Leilani Burton 
Alice Osceola 
Elle Thomas 
Valek Martinez 
Lija Gore 
Jaime Smith 
Tammy Martinez 
Pherian Baker 

First Grade Citizenship 

Dathen Garcia 
Jayton Baker 
Kyra Toneges 
LaShae King 
Jahcole Arnold 
Corey Jumper 
Diego Meras 
Karlyne Urbina 
Joss Youngblood 
Tayla Bums 
Kayven Emley 

First Grade Improvement 

Caleb Burton 
Jaytron Baker 
Kobe Jimmie 


Aujua Williams 
Ryanna Osceola 
Tehya Howard 
Kiowa Garcia 
Kalyn Hammil 

Second Grade Effort 

Jahbahn Arnold 
Davin Carrillo 
Melinda Gentry 
Alyssa Gonzalez 
Ruby Osceola 
Todd Pierce 
John Beck 
Destiny Elliott 
Caylie Huff 
Hyatt Pearce 
Daven Buck 
Jessie Webber 

Second Grade Citizenship 

Davin Carrillo 
Alyssa Gonzalez 
Ruby Osceola 
Todd Pierce 
Hunter Howard 
John Beck 
Ramone Baker 
Aubee Billie 
Haylie Huff 
Tanner Shore 
Heith Lawrence 

Second Grade Improvement 

Jahbahn Arnold 
Alyssa Gonzalez 
Todd Pierce 
Dalence Carrillo 
Laila Bennett 
Hunter Howard 
Jaylen Baker 
Morgan Yates 
Norman Osceola 

Third Grade Effort 

Edward Gaucin 
John Gore 
Robert Harris 
Madisyn Osceola 
Alex Valdes 
Luzana Venzor 
Jathan Tommie 
Sheldon Garcia 
Aleah Turtle 
Jenna Brown 
Nyah Davidson 
Silas Madrigal 
Tavis Jumper 
Tucker Johns 
Kamani Smith 
Kaleb Doctor 
Aubrey Pearce 
Jacee Jumper 
Dante Thomas 
Waylynn Bennett 
Justina Martinez 

Third Grade Citizenship 

Blake Baker 
Katie Beck 
Shyla Gopher 
Malcolm Jones 
Sage Motlow 
Ozzy Osceola 
Luzana Venzor 
Jathan Tommie 
Myron Billie 
Araya Youngblood 
Lance Howard 
Brienna Brockman 
Burgundy Pierce 
Jarre tt Bert 
Eecho Billie 
Anthony Gentry 
Donovan Harris 


Kai Osceola 
Caillou Smith 
Mallorie Thomas 

Third Grade Bronze Award 

(3.0-3.4) 

Edward Gaucin 
John Gore 
Malcolm Jones 
Drake Lawrence 
Sage Motlow 
Madisyn Osceola 
Ozzy Osceola 
Brienna Brockman 
Lance Howard 
Tucker Johns 
Tavis Jumper 
Burgundy Pierce 
Araya Youngblood 
Jacee Jumper 
Justina Martinez 
Mallorie Thomas 
Dante Thomas 

Third Grade Silver Award 

(3.5-3.91 

Katie Beck 
Nyah Davidson 
Eecho Billie 
Kaleb Doctor 

Third Grade Gold Award (4.0) 

Shyla Gopher 
Jenna Brown 
Silas Madrigal 
Kamani Smith 
Aubrey Pearce 

Fourth Grade Effort 

Aidan Tommie 
Alicia Fudge 
Raeley Matthews 
Tyler Howard 
Krysta Burton 
Aleina Micco 
Billy Yates 
Lucas Osceola 

Fourth Grade Citizenship 

Raeley Matthews 
Oscar Yates 
Krysta Burton 
Kano Puente 
Aleina Micco 
Bay Ray Boromei 

Tropicana Speech Contest Class- 

room 

1 st-Deven Tedders & Krysta 
Burton 

2nd-Raeley Matthews & Lucas 
Osceola 

3rd-Gage Riddle & Bay Ray 
Boromei 

Tropicana Speech Contest 

School-wide 

1 st-Deven Tedders 
2nd-Raeley Matthews 
3rd- Krysta Burton 

Fourth Grade Bronze Award 

(3.0-3.4) 

Deven Tedders 
Aidan Tommie 
Alyke Baker 

Fourth Grade Silver Award 

< 3 . 5 - 3.91 

Kano Puente 
Aleina Micco 


Fourth Grade Gold Award 

(Straight A’S -4.01 

Raeley Matthews 


JUDITH A. HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 



320 S.E. 9th Street. Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33316 


Divorce Alimony 

Modifications Prenuptial Agreements 

Appeals Paternity Issues 

Child Support Domestic Violence 

(9S4) S2S-06S1 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 


Fifth Grade Effort 

Brian Bishop 
Chloe Chalfant 
Bly Davidson 
Cheyenne Fish 
Marquis Fudge 
Morgan King 
Isaac Osceola 
Chandler Pearce 
Brady Rhodes 
Cyrus Smedley 
Layne Thomas 
Brooke Thornton 
Aiyana Tommie 
Ivess Baker 
Jalynn Jones 
Rudy Juarez 
Dyami Nelson 
Joseph Osceola 
Camryn Thomas 
Sunni Bearden 
Richard Harris 
Rylee Smith 

Fifth Grade Citizenship 

Brian Bishop 
Chloe Chalfant 
Bly Davidson 
Cheyenne Fish 
Marquis Fudge 
Morgan King 
Isaac Osceola 
Chandler Pearce 
Brady Rhodes 
Cyrus Smedley 
Layne Thomas 
Brooke Thornton 
Aiyana Tommie 
Logan Ortiz 
Krystal Toneges 
Ruby Buster 
Rudy Juarez 
Joseph Osceola 
Camryn Thomas 

Tropicana Speech Contest 


Classroom 

1 st-Rudy Juarez & Chloe Chalfant 
2nd- Camryn Thomas & Aiyana 
Tommie 

3rd- Joseph Osceola & Brady 
Rhodes 

Tropicana Speech Contest 

School-wide 

1st- Chloe Chalfant 
2nd- Aiyana Tommie 
3rd- Camryn Thomas 

Fifth Grade Bronze Award 

(3.0-3.41 

Brian Bishop 
Chloe Chalfant 
Bly Davidson 
Isaac Osceola 
Layne Thomas 
Ivess Baker 
Jalynn Jones 
Dyami Nelson 

Fifth Grade Silver Award 

(3.5-3.91 

Chandler Pearce 
Joseph Osceola 
Camryn Thomas 

Fifth Grade Gold Award 

(Straight A’s) 

Aiyana Tommie 
Rudy Juarez 

Middle School Effort 

Jaden Puente 
Martina Herrera 
Dezmon Shore 
Key ana Nelson 

Middle School Citizenship 

Jermaine Bennett 
Kaylen Buster 
Diamond Shore 
Rumor Juarez 


Tropicana Speech Contest 

Classroom 

1 st-Ruben Burgess & Trevor 
Thomas 

2nd- Deliah Carrillo & Odessa 
King 

3rd- Crysten Smith & Andrew 
Dobbs 

Tropicana Speech Contest 

School-wide 

1 st- Andrew Dobbs 
2nd- Odessa King 
3rd- Trevor Thomas 

Middle School Bronze Award 

(3.0-3.41 

Odessa King 
Diamond Shore 
Ruben Burgess 
Martina Herrera 
Crysten Smith 
Boyd Brown 
Elijah Finney 
Jaron Johns 
Darlah Cypress 
Tatiana Herrera 

Middle School Silver Award 

(3.5-3.91 

Sean Osceola 
Jaden Puente 
Key ana Nelson 
Kailin Brown 
Rumor Juarez 
Melany Williams 
Braceton King 

Middle School Gold Award 

(Straight A’s) 

Andrew Dobbs 
Trevor Thomas 
Dylan Sheffield 
Zachary Hudson 
Layton Thomas 
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Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches . 

• Leg & Arm Pain % 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Pain 

• Auto Accident Pain 

We accept your insurance plan, PPOs, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance, 


FftEE SPINAL EXJ\m 

1 & CONSULTATION 4 

TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

L— _ ($150 Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help Youl 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s pre-kindergarten students receive progress awards at the End-of-Third-Nine-Weeks Awards Ceremony on 
April 8. 


Ahfachkee School Students Earn Academic Honors at End-of-Third-Nine-Weeks Awards Ceremony 


AHFACHKEE SCHOOL’S 
THIRD QUARTER ACADEMIC 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

Chairman's Award (4.0 GPA1 

1 . Harmony Cypress 

President's Award (3.5 - 3.9 GPA) 

1 . Chelsey Alvarado 

2. Jonah Alvarado 

3. Nicholus Andrews 

4. Athena Bert 

5. Caleb Billie 

6. GraySun Billie 

7. Sontino Billie 

8. Elise Brown 

9. Leviticus Buster 

10. Quentin Charging Cloud 

11. Elijiah Cook 

12. Destiny Cypress 

13. Mikiyela Cypress 

14. Ko’Oshee Henry 

15. Janet Mata 

16. Alyssa Osceola 

17. Cale Osceola 

18. Charlie Osceola 

19. Daleen Osceola 

20. Daylon Osceola 

21. Leo Osceola-Onco 

22. Evanne Pratt 

23. Ryanne Pratt 

24. Gregorio Reynosa 

25. Amaya Solano 

26. Tequesta Tiger 

27. Chyler Villarreal 

28. AnnaBelle WhiteShield 

Councilman's Award (3.0 - 3.49) 

1. Terri Baker 

2. Dillion Ball 

3. Arnold Billie 

4. Carlee Billie 

5. Eyanna Billie 

6. Leauna Billie 

7. Richard Billie 

8. Sabre' Billie 

9. Talia Billie 

10. Thomlynn Billie 

1 1 . Hermione Calderon 

12. Dasani Cypress 

13. Les Gopher 

14. Craig Huckabee 

15. Janessa Jones 

16. K'ahna Jumper 

17. Kylen Jumper 

18. Brandi Osceola 

19. Kaitlin Osceola 

20. Jose Perez 

21. Celia Reynosa 

21. John Robbins 

22. Liberty Robbins 

23. Mariah Smith 

24. Willie Smith 

25. Savannah Tiger 

26. Chynna Villarreal 

27. Anthony Wells 

28. Reagan Whitecloud 

Perfect Attendance - Pre-K 

through 6th Grade 


1 . Dillion Ball 

2. Elisah Billie 

3. Eyanna Billie 

4. GraySun Billie 

5. Richard Billie 

6. Sontino Billie 

7. Harmony Cypress 

8. Peggy Sue Cypress 

9. Kylen Jumper 

10. Alyssa Osceola 

1 1 . Brandi Osceola 

12. Charlie Osceola 

13. Madasyn Osceola 

14. Amaya Solano 

15. Xzavier Solano 

16. Chyler Villarreal 

“Almost There” Perfect Atten- 

dance - Grades 7-12 

1 . Sabre Billie 

2. Bradley Osceola 

CULTURE AWARDS 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN 

Teacher: Eva Russell 
Students: 1. Casey Ball 

2. Aaliyah Billie 

3. Ezekiel Billie 

4. Nayana Shee Billie 

5. Jody Cabral, Jr. 

6. Peggy Sue Cypress 

7. Phoenix Kimble 

8. Dyami Koenes 

9. Adam MacElroy, Jr. 

10. Madasyn Osceola 

1 1 . Niya Osceola 

12. Tristen Osceola 

13. Sarah Robbins 

14. Johnnie Sue Russell 

15. Tony “TC” Sanchez 

16. Micah Stockton 

17. Kadin Tommie 

18. Kaley Zepeda 

KINDERGARTEN 

Teacher: Eva Russell 
Students: 1 . Anthony Avalos 

2. Mauro Avalos 

3. Cyiah Avila 

4. Dayne Billie 

5. Keaton Billie 

6. Lazzlow Billie 

7. Ohitika Billie 

8. Alisa Brooks 

9. Evol Buck 

10. Akira Cabral 

1 1 . Ja’vian Cypress 

12. Jaylee Cypress 

13. Chanon Frye 

14. Keithana Onco 

15. Miguel Reynosa 

16. Grace Robbins 

17. Andrea Ryland 

18. Xzavier Solano 

19. Kassim Stockton, Jr. 

20. Jalee Wilcox 

FIRST GRADE 
Teacher: Wanda Billie 


Students: 1 . Nicholus Andrews 

2. Athena Bert 

3. Caleb Billie 

4. Sontino Billie 

5. Talia Billie 

6. Leviticus Buster 

7. Quentin Charging Cloud 

8. Harmony Cypress 

9. Lauren Doctor 

10. Marina Garcia 

11. Ko’Oshee Henry 

12. Barbara Jimmie 

13. Ramona Jimmie 

14. Angelie Melton 

15. Cale Osceola 

16. Dacia Osceola 

17. Daleen Osceola 

18. Daylon Osceola 

19. Chyler Villareal 

20. Anthony Wells 

SECOND GRADE 
Teacher: Wanda Billie 
Students: 1. Dillion Ball 

2. Hermoine Calderon 

3. Elijiah Cook 

4. Precious Jimmie 

5. Brandi Osceola 

6. Charlie Osceola 

7. Leo- Osceola-Onco 

8. Jose Perez 

9. Gregario Reynosa 

10. Liberty Robbins 

1 1 . Willie Smith 

12. Amaya Solano 

THIRD GRADE 
Teacher: Brian Tommie 
Students: 1. Carlee Billie 

2. Red Heart Billie 

3. Jalycia Billie- Valdez 

4. Brianna Bowers 

5. Elisa Brown 

6. Mikiyela Cypress 

7. Charli Frye 

8. Geneva Garcia 

9. Ricardo Garza 

10. Leilani Gopher 

1 1 . Craig Huckabee 

12. Reginald Ling 

13. Thoya Robbins 

14. Alena Stockton 

15. Nigel Wells 

FOURTH GRADE 
Teacher: Mary Jene Koenes 
Students: 1. Issiah Alvarado 

2. Eliza Billie 

3. Destiny Cypress 

4. Mya Cypress 

5. Evanne Pratt 

6. Celia Reynosa 

FIFTH GRADE 
Teacher: Mary Jene Koenes 
Students: 1 . Alyssa Burnett- 
Osceola 

2. Troy Cantu 

3. Dayra Koenes 


SIXTH GRADE 
Teacher: Jeannette Cypress 
Students: 1 . Jonah Alvarado 

2. Roderick Bert 

3. Corbin Billie 

4. Dasani Cypress 

5. Uriah Waggerby 

HIGH SCHOOL - LEVEL I 


Teacher: Danielle Jumper-Frye 
Students: 1. Levi Billie 

2. Quenton Cypress 

3. Savannah Tiger 

4. Reagan Whitecloud 

HIGH SCHOOL - LEVEL 2 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School principal Grant Richardson, left, presents Bradley 
Osceola, center, and Tequesta Tiger, right, with their third quarter Warrior Passes 
for making the President’s Honor Roll at the April 8 academic awards ceremony. 


Naji Tobias 

Exuberance exists with the students from pre-kindergarten through the second 
grade as they were called up to receive their perfect attendance honors. 


Naji Tobias 

Harmony Cypress, right, was announced 
by Principal Grant Richardson as the Ah- 
fachkee School’s only Chairman’s Honor 
Roll recipient for the third quarter, posting 
a 4.0 grade point average! 


Right photo, a group 
of students from 
Grades 7-12 earn 
Councilman’s Honor 
Roll recognition at 
the End-of-Third- 
Nine-Weeks Awards 
Ceremony at the 
Ahfachkee School 
on April 8. 

Naji Tobias 


Teacher: Danielle Jumper-Frye 
Students: 1 . Ricky Joe Alumbaugh 

2. Taylor Fulton 

3. Bradley Osceola 

4. Tequesta Osceola 

5. Danni Jae Tommie 


TRIBAL ARTS 

Teacher: Mary 
Jene Koenes 
Student: Taylor 
Fulton 


^/ip TicketPlace.coM 

PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 
The Preferred Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
Chicago 
Tom Jones 
Jimmy Buffet 
Charlie Sheen 
Usher/Akon 
Tim McGraw 
Bruno Mars 
Third Day 
Lewis Black 
Taylor Swift 
Wisin y Yandel 
Katy Perry 
Def Leppard 
Freestyle Extravaganza 
U2 

Motley Crue/Poison 
Rihanna 

Sade/John Legend 
Selena Gomez 
WWE Monday Night Raw 

fflsS 


TEXT TICKETS TO 91 944 

for (as! miitota ficjt/f <A?aIs! 

MM 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 


EVENTS 

305.443.3000 

TRAVEL 

305.445.6566 


VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 

ent@vipticketplace.com 

. Preferred Seats 
• Preferred Service 


JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

11 

tecome A Fan 

Get the latest event updates! 

Vipticketplace.com 
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Seminole Star Search 

Music Camp 


Location: Okalee/SHEP office in Seminole Paradise 
Between Renegade Bar B Que and The Improv 


receive your ‘‘goodie bag 
and meal voucher 
Contact/Pre-Register — 
Information: ^ 

954 - 797-5467 
starsearch@semtribe.com 

WWW.SEMINOLESTARSEARCH.COM 


Are YOU Next? 





Seminole Star Search 

Volume I 


Grand Prizewinners 2008 

Hank Nelson Jr. 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez 
David Billy 


Available NOW! 

at Amazon.com and ITunes 


Seminole Star Search Volume 


Grand Prizewinners 2009 

Tori Osceola 
Preston Osceola 
Sheree Sneed 


Coming Summer 20 1 I 


Zach *Doc* Battiest & Spencer Battiest 

The Storm A 

Available NOW! 

at Amazon.com and iTunes 


on 


ana 










9B * The Seminole Tribune * April 29, 2011 


Health 


Team Seminole Joins the Fight Against Cancer in 
Relay for Life in Immokalee 



Judy Weeks 

Members of Team Seminole took turns taking laps around the Relay for 
Life Track in Immokalee on April 1 and 2 and manning their booth in 
support of cancer research. 



Submitted by Edna McDuffie 

Team Seminole participated in the Relay for Life of Clewiston on March 26 at 
the Clewiston High School. Under the sponsorship of Big Cypress Councilman, 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, the team was very proud to be a part of this event to 
help the American Cancer Society in making a difference in the fight against 
cancer and helping to make sure cancer never steals another life. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Team 
Seminole pledged their support to 
the American Cancer Society at the 
Rock-n’-Relay for Life Walk at the 
Immokalee High School Athletic 
Track on April 1 and 2. 

Composed of Tribal members 
and employees, Team Seminole was 
one of 12 organizations that made a 
commitment to fight against cancer 
and support its survivors. 

"Cancer isn’t prejudice and 
doesn’t play favorites," Immokalee 
Liaison Elaine Aguilar said. 

"None of us can afford to ig- 
nore this dreadful disease, which 
strikes at random without warning. 
It is your responsibility to yourself 
and your family to have preventive 
checkups and seek medical atten- 
tion for abnormal growths, wounds 
or bodily functions.,” she contin- 
ued. “By heeding the warning signs, 
it is frequently possible to stop this 
killer in its tracks." 

Opening ceremonies included 
the Immokalee High School Color 
Guard and the Survivors Lap. Each 
of the teams manned booths, which 
lined the track offering valuable in- 
formation, nourishing snacks and 
fundraiser concessions. 

Team Seminole donned yellow 
T-shirts and took turns carrying the 
spirit stick around the track in rec- 
ognition of pledges to the American 
Cancer Society. Games, contests 
and relays were accompanied by a 
local radio disk jockey to provide 
activities throughout the evening. 

Fundraising activities included 
luminaries, concession booths, do- 
nations and pledges. The proceeds 
are used to assist victims in their 
fight against the disease and support 
valuable research to develop treat- 
ments and a cure. 



Judy Weeks 

Team Seminole gathers at the Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Water Park in Naples to walk in support of Shy’s Team in the fight against 
Cystic Fibrosis on April 9. 


Team Seminole Takes Great Strides in Naples 
in the Fight Against Cystic Fibrosis 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Taking steps toward a cure for Cystic Fibrosis, Team Seminole joined 15 other organizations 
at the Sun-N-Fun Lagoon Water Park in Naples on the morning of April 9. 

Participants in the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF) fundraiser represented Collier, Lee, Charlotte and 
Hendry counties with a generous addition of local tourists who were eager to lend their support. Seminole Walk 
Coordinator Edna McDuffie includes this important event on her annual schedule of charitable foundation 
walks. 

Seminole Tribal Descendent Shyanna Marie Escobar joined thousands of other patients fighting a daily 
battle for survival against this debilitating disease. Shy’s Team of Immokalee community members, family and 
friends officially formed six years ago and with the support of Team Seminole, they continue to make a contribu- 
tion to the effort for a cure. 

As a strong willed, determined 9-year-old, Shyanna has been cheating death since infancy and continues to 
survive through the advances of the medical programs supported by the CFF. Every day is a struggle for her to 
achieve a lifestyle that most people take for granted. She attends public school and participates in community 
activities despite a feeding tube for nutrients, antibiotics and medications. 

"Shyanna doesn’t know how to say ’I can’t’ and greets every day with a smile," Immokalee Health Nutrition- 
ist Charlotte Porcaro said. "Her winning personality and generosity are an inspiration to others." 


Hollywood Fitness Department Promotes Health Through Weekly Workout Classes 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Fitness Department Trainer Jay Garland, left, encourages 
Tribal citizen Brande Clay who is hard at work flipping a tire 
as part of her training. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, Tribal citizens Brande Clay and Melissa De Mayo push fitness sleds as part of their hour-long 
workout in the ‘All-in Fitness Challenge’ class April 12 at the Hollywood Reservation Fitness Studio. The 
weekly class is sponsored through the Tribal Fitness Department featuring trainers Jay Garland, Billy Marks 
and Dina Dolan and focuses on a variety of high-impact, total body fitness routines including tire flipping, 
sprints, abdominal work and kickboxing. For more information call: (954) 931-2737, (954) 275-7198 or (863) 
697-0224. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Fitness Department Trainer Dina Dolan, center, leads Tribal citizens in abs 
exercises. 


HURRICANE SEASON PREPAREDNESS 


Mosquito Control Program Helps Communities 
Prepare for Hurricane and Mosquito Seasons 

BY PATRICK PECK 

With warmer days, more rain and recent forecast predicting another active hurricane season, the start of 
mosquito season is right on our door steps. We may well be witness to another year plagued by Arboviral Enceph- 
alitides such as Western Equine Encephalitis, West Nile virus, and St. Louis encephalitis not to mention Dengue 
fever. The just mentioned mosquito borne diseases are endemic to Florida and contributed in 2010 to significant 
illnesses and even death in some areas of Florida. 

For your personal protection, the wearing of an effective mosquito repellent on potentially exposed portions 
of the body remains the best solution. Staying indoors or wearing long pants and sleeves is also an option when 
possible. For individuals with outdoor roaming pets, brush their coats with your hands before they enter your 
home as they may be harboring mosquitoes. 

Mosquitoes go through four life stages: eggs, larvae, pupae and adulthood. There are dozens of mosquito 
species residing in Florida. They typically fall under two categories: flood water mosquitoes and standing water 
mosquitoes. Their ultimate survival and ability to lay their eggs and hatch depends on the presence of flood wa- 
ters or availability of standing water. 

Considering that our reservations mostly sit or are surrounded by low lying, flat and often wet areas, one 
can envision the extent of the problem. It is said that between 0.7 and 1.3 million eggs can be present per acre. 
Yes- per acre. With those astounding numbers, these blood sucking insects can certainly wreak havoc. Then there 
is the problem of containers filled with water around the home. This also can also contribute significantly to the 
overall mosquito population. 

In summary, the flooding of lands and containers caused by active rain fall, tropical storms and hurricanes 
present the ideal breeding mechanism for both types of mosquitoes. Like the mosquito life cycle, we Floridians 
must also endure a seasonal cycle when the water eventually drains and cooler and shorter days prevail which 
eventually halts mosquito breeding (at least temporarily). 

The mosquito control program has its hands full and counts on the good graces of residents to drain vases, 
cans, pet dishes, tires in order to control the mosquito population in and around homes. For large or uninhabited 
water prone areas, the Tribe’s mosquito control program remains actively engaged in terms of surveillance, moni- 
toring and control. For personalized service or if the mosquito problem around your home becomes unmanage- 
able, please do not hesitate to seek the Tribe’s mosquito control program at 561-371-5643. 


Tampa Seminole Pathways Participants 
Celebrate Their Weight Loss Success 
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Tampa Seminole Pathways Program Results 

First place Pathways points winner: April Simmons 
Pathways over 100 points: Nancy Frank, Gladys 
Guzman, Peggy Cubis 

Weight loss challenge winner: Nancy Frank 
Other weight loss winners: Mayra Simmons, Tina 
Smith, Linda 0. Henry 


Ryan Watson 

From left, Tampa nutritionist Korin Deitch, Tribal members 
Tina Smith, April Simmons, Mayra Simmons, Nancy Frank, 
Linda 0. Henry and Peggy Cubis celebrate their achieve- 
ments in the Seminole Pathways program with a luncheon 
in the Tampa Elder Affairs building on March 22 hosted by 
the Tampa Health/Nutrition Department. 
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Learn Information About Your New 
Health Plan Card And Book 

BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Director 

A new Health Plan card and Health Plan book were mailed to you in January 201 1 . If you did not receive 
this mailing please contact the Patient Services Coordinator at one of the Seminole clinics so that a new card 
and book can be given to you. It is very important that you show your new card to medical and dental providers 
and to the pharmacy beginning February 1, 201 1. 

On February 1, 2011 we began using a new company to manage your prescription drug benefit called 
Express Scripts. Your new card contains the Express Scripts logo along with other information that the phar- 
macy needs in order to fill your prescriptions. It is important that you show your new Health Plan card at the 
pharmacy when getting prescriptions filled beginning February 1, 2011. If you do not show your new card at 
the pharmacy, the pharmacy will not be able to process your prescription. 

In addition, beginning January 1 , 20 1 1 , there were changes to your Health Plan book. Some of the changes 
to read over include: 

• Children’s Center for Diagnostics & Therapy contact information was added (see inside cover of 
Book) 

• Outpatient services for Mental Health, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse, and other Behavioral Health Treat- 
ment (page 10) 

• Pediatric (birth to 21 years of age) Physical, Speech, and Occupational Therapy (page 10) 

• Eyewear benefit increased (page 1 0) 

• Smoking Cessation Prescription Medication (page 11) 

• Diabetic and Orthopedic Shoes (page 14) 

Please review the book and keep it on hand. 

Please contact the Health Plan Office if you have any questions about your benefits at 1-866-505-6789. 

If you did not receive your new Health Plan card and book in the mail, please call the Patient Services 
Coordinator at one of the Seminole Clinics: 

Big Cypress Health Clinic: 863-983-5 151 

Hollywood Health Clinic: 954-962-2009 

Brighton Health Clinic: 863-763-0271 

Immokalee Health Clinic: 239-867-3400 

Tampa Field Office: 813-620-2860 


New Health Plan Card 

Begin using your new Health Plan card February 1 , 2011. 


- 

SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 
SELF-FUNDED 

SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH PLAN 



* r H ih.ti t*U mfi * Alt ■ 

ID: 12345678900 

Group: 001 


CARD, SAMPLE 

Member services: 

1-866-505-6789 


Old Health Plan Card 

Destroy your old Health Plan card on February 1, 2011. 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF 
FLORIDA MEMBER 
HEALTH PLAN 

L 

Beech^ Street. O' HeS Partners nFMTFMAY 

( NMHC ) 

'Cr 

ID: 123456789000 

Group: 001 


CARD, SAMPLE 
M ember s er vi ces: 1 -8 66-505- 6 789 



; to Set up a Free Consultation 


LAW OFfLCE OF 
Daniela Callahan, PA 
trial attorney 


Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com 
www.Callahanslaw.com 


tel: (954) 524-2877 
fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


HJalJ to find out if you qualify for H TO -Habitual Traffic Offender Amnesty Program to remove your HTO designation. 
Also, you may qualify for the automatic ’'Clerk Withhold 11 options if charged with Driving While License Suspended. 


•Major Felonies 
•Drug Offenses 
•Misdemeanors 
•Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 
•DUI Admin Review 
•Appeals/Writs 
•Post Conviction 
DWLSR/HTO* 



Save the date 


for 


Big Cypress Seminole 
Reservation 115 th 
Anniversary Celebration 


June 3-4, 2011 

Junior Cypress Rodeo 
Grounds-Big Cypress 
Seminole Reservation 

Rodeo-Traditional Clothing 
contest-music-craft & 
food vendors 



For more informati^> 

Big Cypress Council Office 
(863)902-3200 




SPtCIAL 


$35 99 

^AUAlMAKt- 
G0DDH bag, AX6 


(MANICML, -J'* 

hair sm. G00DX 


tXPRtSS 
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Announcements 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 


T-Bone, 

I’ve loved you from hello. 
Happy Anniversary May 5th. 

Love Always, 

Noreen Tommie 



| POEMS 


“My True Ride or Die” 

Let me take you out, 

Salena you are my true ride or die. 

Better yet lets stay home and enjoy the 
romance. 

Baby you keep it gutter, 

You know you so sexy riding in that sit- 

I done bust me a lie to have a woman 

ting on 22 ’s 

so fly. 

Baby you got me feinin 

But I’m a soldier I’ma ride for you baby 

I will love you for this lifetime the sec- 

ond and the third. 

boo. 

You’re so beautiful, 

I love you baby you will see. 

Especially the way those apple bottom 

Your heart matches mine, 

jeans hug your every curve 

We are soulmates you feel me. 

When we go out I see a lot of dudes do 

I’m a true “G” not some ol’ square. 

throw shade. 

When it comes to you, 

Its all good though, 

Man I’m just a big ol’ teddy bear. 

Cause this young stallion they will nev- 

Thank you for a love so true. 

er faze. 

My most beloved, 

Your love and loyalty are so real 

I know God took a little bit more time 

Will you marry me, 

when he made you. 

You penetrated a heart that I thought 

was made of solid steel. 

One love, 

I know you love to dance. 

Myron Cypress 

“The Thrill is Gone” 

fun, 

The thrill is gone as B.B. said, 

Remember me smiling when I let it fly 
Representing the Panther and Uncon- 

Twenty-one gun salute for 

quered Ones. 

What now is dead. 

It wasn’t a waste but I wouldn’t turn 

Loved by few, hated by many it’s always 
been 

back the 

That way, just as back then I pay it no 

Hands of time, because I am a better 

Mind today. 

man today 

With the right frame of mind. 

I live one day at a time and my every 

I washed my hands clean and moved on 

move is a 

Calculated one, it always has and always 

from that 

will 

Awhile ago, “Still I Rise” is the motto 

Be that way for this Native son. 

of this 

Unconquered Seminole. 

This warrior laughs at what makes most 

As I said my mom and big sis ain’t raise 

cry, 

The only tears are tattooed under the 

no fool, 

Eye. 

Though my evil mentality has changed 

what can’t 

It is what it is and that’s written in stone, 

Is I’m from the old school. 

It’s just a matter of time one will see how 


Much you grown. 

So when the game is winding down I 

look you 

As the great warrior Sitting Bull said it’s 

In the eye and take the last shot, I always 

a 

enjoy 

Good day to die, will you embrace your 

Seeing the agony of defeat on ones face 

fate 

when 

Standing like a warrior and try? 

There’s no time on the clock. 

I been there, done it and mastered that 

No guts no glory isn’t that the saying? 
No need for begging as well as any 

back in 

Praying. 

The day, I didn’t forget the game I just 

retired 

The thrill is gone now this is in the wind, 

As one of the best that played. 

We all make our own choice for the 

Belonging feels good but having respect 

world 

One lives in. 

that feels 

Even better, your name is written in that 

Ike T. Harjo 

Beautiful letter. 

Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga 


Koowaathi 

The world is yours enjoy it and have 


CONGRATULATIONS 


IN MEMORIAM 

“Daddy” 

You’ve been gone a year now & your 
Birthday & Easter is coming soon! 

I wish you could be here to help me 
hunt my Easter eggs like you used to. 

Daddy I miss all the time we spent 
together laughing and having fun every- 
where we went. And I wish you could 
be here to watch me and cheer me on at 
my ball games! I miss and love you very 
much. Also, love you for all that you did 
for me. I know you’re in heaven with 
grandma Louise! 

Daddy I will see you in heaven too 
one day. 

I love you to the moon and back and 
to the stars and beyond 

Love Julia C. Smith 

| HAPPY EASTER 

Happy Easter! 

To mom and dad. Buddy & Alice 
Thank you for all that you do for me. 

I love you very much! 

Alaina Sweat 



In memory of our brother Mike 

April 1 9th would’ve been your birth- 
day! I would’ve had family together to 
celebrate like always. A year has passed 
and there isn’t a day that goes by that I 
don’t miss you or think of you! I cry so 
much at times I drive and look at all the 
chickees you’ve built for many people on 
different reservations. I see all the talent 
you had. Most of all we’re very blessed 
to have your daughter Julia in our lives 
because she’s a part of you. She looks 
and acts like you in so many ways! I’ll 
always miss you knocking on my door so 
early in the morning, the smell of your 
coffee and you cooking breakfast when 
leaving you would say “Neva” I put 
your food on the table! I’m headed out 
for work “I love you” I’ll call you later! 
Cause you never liked being late for any- 
thing. But you’re in “God’s hands” now. 
With that I know you’re watching over 
us still. 

We both love you and miss you 
dearly 

Oneva and Tracey 



THANK YOU 


The Seminole Police Depart- 
ment thanks Family Services for 
generously funding the SPD Spring 
Break Camp on March 14 to 17 and 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida Boys 
& Girls Club for kindly assisting 
with transportation during the week. 

Both departments go above 
and beyond each year in offering 
time, resources and funding, which 
enables Tribal youth to experience a 
week filled with educational lessons, 
tours, fun activities and much more. 



BIRTHDAY WISHES 


POEMS 



I would like to wish my son, 
Burton Lee Harjo Jr., “A Happy 6th 
Birthday” on May 12th. Sorry about 
not being there now, but I will make it 
up to you when I get home! I love and 
miss you, son! 

Love, 

Your Dad 



Happy 1st Birthday Daliyah Kay 
Nunez 

April 12th, 2011 

We love you very much, 
Mom, Dad, Courtney, Daniel Jr., 
Cheyenne and Joleyne 




CLASSIFIED 



Get Out of 

Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy 
(954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, 
MasterCard and 
Visa accepted. 24 
hours • Speedy 
Release • Profes- 
sional Service. 1128 
NW 31st Avenue, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33311 
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Cara was selected to be 201 1- 
2012 Wichita Tribal 
Princess by descendancy. 

Cara Renae Osceola is the 

newly selected Wichita Tribal 
Princess, she is the daughter of 
Curtis Osceola Sr and Tara Tartsah, 
her grandparents are Teri Tartsah, 
Maggie Osceola and the late Jack 
Osceola. 


“Seminole” 

I am a Seminole warrior down for what- 
ever. 

A strong spirit, 

The story of our Grandfathers I will hold 
dear forever. 

Don’t let the outside world deter you from 
our powerful beliefs. 

Remember our unity, 

Talk I will listen if you need relief. 

We have been blessed by the great spirit. 
Haters will come, 

But all the riches we will inherit. 
Don’t look down on a man unless you’re 
picking him up. 

Remember we’ve been there, 

Ain’t no if’s and’s or but’s. 

We are proud people deep down to our 
souls. 

Unique in every way, 

Powerful in our traditional robes. 

The stoic look of a warrior which every- 
body fears. 

Lets take it back to our roots, 

This message I hope you hear. 

We are people with so much power. 
Embrace our culture, 

The Seminole Tribe will bloom like a 
beautiful flower. 

We’ve lost so much over the years so we 
should make them known. 
Remember the old ones, 

Fearless warriors — The Seminoles. 
All I ask is that you hear my speech. 
Take is upon yourself, 

Cause all I did was plant the seed. 

Myron Cypress 
-Seminole- 


“Message from my heart” 

Seminole country the home of powerful 
people. 

Beautiful in character, 

The love we share is all equal, 

We salute the warriors who fell. 

I won’t ever forget, 

The skins locked in the white mans jail. 
We’ve been through a lot but we still wear 
our true face. 

So don’t get it twisted, 

Because our hearts ain’t never pumped 
Kool-Aid 

Lend an ear for the younger generation. 
Cherish your existence, 
Remember we once were on a list for ter- 
mination. 

We are Gods people don’t ever forget that. 
Material things are small, 

We need our tradition back 
With the culture gone we lose our identity 
Learn your language, 

Cause when its gone its lost for all eternity 
Indigenous people with so much power. 

I remember who I am, 

Please don’t wait until the last hour. 
Money is good but its followed by greed. 
Make the money, 

All I ask is that you take heed. 

Let the Seminole Tribe shine like the most 
brightest star. 

Please remember me, 

This message came from my heart. 

Soft words from a hardened heart, 
Myron Cypress - Otter Clan 
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THE 5 YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 



OPEN 

7 DAYS! 


LINCOLN 



PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 

& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 


THE LOWEST PRICES, PAYMENTS & FINANCING! 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 



✓ 

SEE YOUR NEW 
FORD FOR LESS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 


WE’LL 
BEAT THEIR 
PRICE! 

JUST CALL US! 



OVER 20 ACRES OF NEW & PRE-OWNED VE 

“A family owned and operated business” ■ We treat you like family” 





8655 PINES BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 
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Naji Tobias 

A one-time exclusive group moment between the Ahfachkee Lady Warriors and members of the Big 
Cypress community after their April 12 game against Glades Day concludes at the Big Cypress Softball Field. 


Lady Warriors Complete Inaugural Softball 
Season with Strong Finish At Home 

Ahfachkee's 15-4 road loss to Moore Haven precedes a 15-11 loss to 
Glades Day, dropping them to 0-4 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — It’s all about the finish. 

Despite the fact that the Ahfachkee Lady 
Warriors finished their inaugural FHSAA-sanc- 
tioned softball season with a 0-4 record - a 15-4 
road loss to Moore Haven on April 6 and a 15-1 1 
home loss to Glades Day on April 12 that sealed 
the deal - it was still a successful experience for 
the program. 

All one needs to do is look at what the Tribal 
softball program has to build on for its future, 
as evidenced primarily by Ahfachkee’s first-ever 


home game - and season-finale - against the 
gritty Glades Day Gators. 

Facing a 6-0 deficit to Glades Day in the 
second inning - Lady Warriors starting pitcher 
Dasani Cypress allowed six runs on three hits, a 
walk and a hit by pitch in the first - Sabre Billie 
kicked things off with a walk that energized her 
team and the home crowd. 

Following that walk - Billie would later 
advance to second base on a steal - teammate 
Caitlin Cypress smacked in a two-out RBI single 
that sent her to home plate for Ahfachkee’s first 
score of the game. 

Danni Jae Tommie, who relieved Dasani 
Cypress on the mound, further energized her 
squad with an RBI bloop triple, sending Caitlin 


Cypress home for Ahfachkee’s second run of the 
inning. 

However, as Ahfachkee would go into the 
third with just a 6-2 run deficit, Glades Day’s 
bats opened the scoring floodgates once again, as 
the Gators tacked on four more runs in the third 
and fourth innings for a seemingly insurmount- 
able 10-2 lead. 

With the 1 0-run mercy rule in effect - a team 
that has a lead of at least 10 runs after five in- 
nings automatically wins the game, according to 
FHSAA softball rules - Ahfachkee was not about 
to let Glades Day extend that lead any further, as 
the Lady Warriors started a rally in the bottom of 
the fourth inning. 

Glades Day pitcher Ken- 
dra Johnson, who allowed 
just two runs through three 
innings, showed some signs 
of fatigue on the mound as 
she walked Chelsey Alvarado 
on four pitches to start the 
bottom of the fourth. It was 
followed by Caitlin Cypress’s 
hit by pitch, which put two 
runners on base. 

Tommie’s ground-rule 
RBI double sent Alvarado 
home, which cut Glades 
Day’s lead to 10-3. 

And the hits kept com- 
ing, with Dasani Cypress lay- 
ing down a timely bunt for an 
extra-base hit. Both Caitlin 
Cypress and Tommie would 
score on that squeezer, cut- 
ting the Gators lead to 10-5 at 
that point. 

Dasani Cypress later 
stole both second and third 
bases to advance to home 
plate, as the Lady Warriors 
tightened Glades Day’s lead 
to 10-6. Sarah Osceola, how- 
ever, struck out to end Ah- 
fachkee’s scoring frenzy in the fourth. 

Despite Glades Day’s lead extension to 13-6 
in the next inning, Ahfachkee was still hungry 
for that improbable comeback, as they put their 
bats to work in the fateful fifth inning. 

Nauthkee Henry’s two-RBI double sent 
Caitlin Cypress and Tommie to home plate again, 
as Ahfachkee cut Glades Day’s lead to 13-8 at 
that juncture. Savannah Tiger also came up big 
later in the bottom of the fifth, as she connected 
on a two-out, two-RBI single of her own, send- 
ing Dasani Cypress and Henry home to squeeze 
Glades Day’s lead to 13-10. 

That’s as close as Ahfachkee would get, 
however, with Glades Day scoring a run each in 

Please see WARRIORS on page 2C 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Nauthkee Henry gets a hit in the fifth inning against Glades 
Day in the April 12 home game. 


Hollywood Christian Lady Eagles Compete at ESPN 
National High School Invitational 



Photo courtesy of Joe Faraoni/ESPN 

Ariah Osceola dribbles through the defense of the Lady Blazers at 
the ESPN RISE National invitational on March 31 to April 2. 


BY RYAN WATSON 
Contributing Writer 

BETHESDA, Md. — Following their historic and exhil- 
arating run to the Class 1 A FHSAA State Championship, the 
Lady Eagles of Hollywood Christian embarked on one final 
challenge before their epic 2010-2011 season would come to 
an end. 

Following their thrilling 72-65 victory to clinch the 
school’s first girls’ basketball state title on Feb. 24, the ladies 
took their talents to the national stage at the ESPN RISE Na- 
tional High School Invitational. 

This national tournament, which took place March 3 1 to 
April 2, featured eight boys’ high school teams and four girls’ 
teams by invitation only, and would be the final battle ground 
for the Eagles. 

The results, however, were not nearly as exciting. The Ea- 
gles would be defeated in the semifinals of the invitational by 
the Murray Bergtraum Lady Blazers (Manhattan, N.Y.) with a 
score of 63-56. 

“It was an amazing experience, whether we came here 
and lost or won the whole thing, second year coach Carlos 
Adamson said. “I think it was a great opportuni- 
ty for the kids to come and see this. This has been an 
amazing season for the kids. I know the girls wished they 
could have played a little bit better but we are satisfied.” 

The game, which was televised on the ESPNU network, 
would see the Eagles sprint out to an 1 1-2 lead in the first quar- 
ter on 4-for-6 shooting from the field. But the Lady Blazers, 
who came in with a 22-3 record and fresh off winning their 
1 3th straight city championship, did not crumble to the Eagles 
impressive start. 

“This is a team that is accustomed to winning, so I knew 
they lay down after our fast start,” said Adamson. 

The Lady Blazers would fight back to end the first quar- 
ter trailing by just two points, behind five points from senior 

Please see ESPN on page 2C 


Tribal Citizens Remember Legacy of 
Herman L. Osceola at Memorial Tournament 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — There are two blown-up portraits of 
the late Herman L. Osceola inside the Big Cypress gymnasium 
that’s named after him. 

In the athletic facility, one life-size picture was put on 
display between the gym’s bleachers. The other one is placed 
above the gym’s exit doors. 

Featuring Tribal players from the Big Cypress, Brighton, 
Hollywood and Immokalee reservations, the 27th annual Her- 
man L. Osceola Memorial Basketball Tournament - held from 
March 24-26 - focused primarily on the legacy of the late Trib- 
al citizen. 

Brighton’s Norman “Skeeter” Bowers, who played in this 
year’s Legends tournament for the We Do Recover men’s team, 
placed his thoughts squarely on the Tribal honoree shortly after 
Legends play concluded. 

The 2011 Men’s Legends Tournament MVP, standing on 
center court of the Herman L. Osceola Gym, pointed toward 
one of Herman’s blow-up photos, which shows him in his U.S. 
Marine Corps dress uniform. 

“He’s pretty big to this community, so it’s always good for 
us Tribal members to play a tournament like this in his honor,” 
Bowers said. “Keeping Herman’s name alive within the Tribe 
is a great thing. He served our country well when he was here; 
that’s what I remember about him.” 

Herman, who was best known in the Big Cypress com- 
munity as an advocate for the Tribal youngsters’ participation 
in sports, played an integral role in the 1980 erection of the Big 
Cypress gymnasium. 

After serving as a Big Cypress Recreation Department em- 
ployee for a few years, Herman, who helped ignite the Tribal- 
wide interest in the game of basketball, decided to enlist in the 
military in 1983. 

In 1984 - just a year after Herman served full time in the 
armed forces - the Tribal military veteran, then-24, was tragi- 
cally killed in a U.S. Marine Corps helicopter crash while on a 
mission to Japan. 

The gymnasium, where Herman played a lot of basketball, 



Naji Tobias 

Brighton’s Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers makes it a point to honor 
the legacy of the late Herman L. Osceola after the conclusion of 
the Legends Tournament on March 25. 


Please see LEGACY on page 2C 


No Pressure and Brighton Rec. Outlast Competition at Herman L. Osceola Basketball Tournament 

Big Cypress, We Do Recover top field in Legends version of the 27th annual memorial tourney 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - Swish! 

The feeling and sound of it came courtesy of No 
Pressure star JoJo Osceola, who hit a three-point shot 
from the arc with just 3.4 seconds left in the women’s 
title game against The Funky Monkeys. 

Held at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium on 
March 26 in Big Cypress - the 27th annual Herman 
L. Osceola Memorial Basketball Tournament was 
held in the facility named after the late Tribal U.S. 
military veteran - No Pressure was facing a 35-33 
deficit with less than 1 0 seconds left in the champi- 
onship game. 

But JoJo Osceola (eight total points, including 
two 3 -pointers in the second half) was able to navi- 
gate her way through The Funky Monkeys feisty de- 
fense, finding that open lane to position herself from 
the top of the key for a chance to win the title for No 
Pressure. 

It happened - by a championship-winning score 
of 36-35 in favor of No Pressure. 

“I just shot it,” JoJo Osceola said of her game- 
winner. 

For No Pressure, which won its second consecu- 
tive women’s title in this year’s Herman L. Osceola 
Basketball Tournament, it seemed as if the team hit 
their stride at just the right time, overcoming a 14-6 
halftime deficit to mount a furious comeback. 

No Pressure’s deficit was as much as 10 points in 
the second half, with The Funky Monkeys mustering 


a 24-14 lead with 12:57 left in the game, courtesy of 
a Meaghan Osceola lay-in. 

But The Funky Monkeys started to wear down 
after that, as No Pressure mounted a game-changing 
15-2 run over the next five minutes and 27 seconds in 
the second frame. 

In that pivotal stretch, No Pressure’s Mercedes 
Osceola (team-high 11 points - all in the second 
half) applied the smooth shooting touch she’s known 
for, making two timely free throws and two long- 
range jumpers that swung the momentum toward her 
team’s way. 

No Pressure’s Destiny Whitney grabbed an of- 
fensive rebound and muscled her way in for a put- 
back lay-in with 7:30 left, giving her team a 28-26 
lead. Whitney’s free throw completed the remarkable 
run, putting No Pressure up 29-26. 

Mercedes Osceola extended No Pressure’s lead 
to five after hitting an open jumper with 6: 16 left. But 
a 3 -pointer from The Funky Monkeys’ Krystal Young 
(game-high 13 points overall) with just 3:28 left tied 
the game up at 31 -all. 

A Mercedes Osceola jumper with 2:29 left put 
No Pressure up again on The Funky Monkeys, 33- 
3 1 . However, The Funky Monkeys were not done as 
their overall patience led the way in giving Phalyn 
Osceola (eight points) an opportunity to convert on a 
3-pointer with just 42.4 left in the game - giving The 
Funky Monkeys a 34-33 lead. 

Please see TOURNEY on page 3C 



Naji Tobias 

In the second half of the Big Cypress-The Other Guys men’s semifinal game of the Herman L. Osceola Basketball Tournament on 
March 25, Hollywood’s Tony Billie of The Other Guys attempts an acrobatic mid-range jumper, serving as one of the best visual 
highlights of the entire tournament. 
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LEGACY 
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was dedicated to him shortly after he died. 

“Herman represented what most of us would love 


Naji Tobias 

Leslie Osceola, center, spends a moment with Caroline 
Osceola, left, and mother Ruby Osceola, right, after she re- 
ceives women’s MVP honors at the Herman L. Osceola Me- 
morial Basketball Tournament - Legends Edition - on March 
25. 


to see our kids do,” Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger remembered about the Tribal honoree. 
“I’m very proud of Ruby (Herman’s mother) and her 
family for having a very, very brave son to defend this 
great country of ours. As young men like him that gave 
up his freedom for us, there are no words that could 
express what his family has gone through ... We 
love the family and what they stand for.” 

Tiger went on to discuss the strength of Ruby 
Osceola, who hosted a special remembrance dinner 
for her son on March 24 at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium. 

“Ms. Osceola said 4 1 remember this very day at 
7:15, when he was bom,” Tiger said. “It was very 
heartwarming and touching to hear. When you have 
a son like she did, you will never forget him be- 
cause no tournaments will ever bring him back. For 
[Ruby Osceola] to keeping fighting like she is and 
to have a good spirit, it’s an honor for myself and 
the community to be invited to come over and share 
her son’s birthday. It was a beautiful thing for her to 
do and I’m glad I got to come out.” 

According to Tiger, a bronze statue of the 
Tribal war veteran will be erected in front of the 
facility within the next several months. If all goes 
according to plan, the monument will feature Her- 
man decked out in his full military rig. 

Caroline Osceola, the sister of Herman, ex- 
pressed her appreciation for all of the support she 
and her family have received from the Tribal com- 
munity. 

“It was nice to see people enjoying themselves 
throughout the tournament,” Caroline Osceola said. 
“It made us feel better when people were praying for 
our family. We bless his heart and he will live on with 
us forever.” 



ESPN 

From page 1C 


guard Ashley Gomez. 

The second quarter featured a back and fourth 
battle between two of the marquee players in the game. 
Both Gomez and Eagles junior guard Rebecca 
Lyttle exchanged baskets for the majority of the 
second quarter before the Eagles would close 
the half on a 7-0 run leading 25-21 . 

The second half would see the penetration 
of Murray Bergtraum overpower the normally 
stingy Hollywood Christian defense. 

“We just couldn’t keep them out of the 
paint,” assistant coach Marl Osceola said. 

“Their penetration really put a ton of pressure 
on our defense and we just couldn’t keep up. 

The Lady Blazers shot a blistering 63 per- 
cent from the field during a third quarter, which 
saw the Eagles trail by as many as 12 points. 

“They are an excellent team and they have 
pretty much all guards,” Adamson said. “They 
forced me to keep my big girl on the bench.” 

The fourth quarter would see the Lady 
Blazers wear down the Eagles with their pen- 
etration, never allowing the Eagles to get back 
closer than five points. 

It should be noted that Hollywood Chris- 
tian had extended time off following their state 
title championship and appeared to run out of 
gas in the second half, while the Lady Blazers 
finished their state season just a week prior in 
New York. 

“I think our quick start showed that we 


weren’t intimidated by being on the national scene,” 
Osceola said. “But in the second half I think our lack of 
conditioning really got exposed. Sometimes you have 
to take your hat off to the better team. They deserved 
to win.” 

“When you start the season you dream about win- 
ning state. This was something extra. It’s a bummer 
that we lost but that’s basketball” Osceola said. 


Photo courtesy of Joe Faraoni/ESPN 

Hollywood Christian head coach Carlos Adamson gets his team 
ready for the second half versus Murray Bergtraum at the ESPN RISE 
National invitational. 


WARRIORS 
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the sixth and seventh innings to essentially end any real 
hope of a Lady Warriors comeback triumph. 

“We didn’t think we were going to get as many 
turns as we did,” Savannah Tiger said of her team. “We 
thought our game was going to get cut short like our last 
one (Moore Haven), which we had to forfeit. But we 
fought, pulled together and came up with what we had. 
It was a good ending for us.” 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors softball head coach John 
Gallegos talked about the challenges his team faced in 
their first season and how they used them to help rally 
from that huge early deficit. 

“It shows a lot of character on their part,” Gallegos 
said of his girls. “[The Lady Warriors] could have easily 
quit, but when they’re up against everything, they came 
together and played some good ball as a team.” 

Gallegos gave a brief evaluation of the team’s prog- 
ress through their four-game season. 

“Given what we had to work with, they grew up a 
lot toward the end of this season,” Gallegos said. “The 
girls learned to accept each others’ difference and come 
together as a team. They put all of that aside and this 
game proved it. It’s a good stepping stone for next sea- 
son.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, 
who appeared at the Lady Warriors season-finale game, 
discussed the historical aspect of what had transpired. 

“Something like this will never be repeated again,” 
the Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. said. “To see these 
girls come out and compete in front of our community 
for the first time is an awesome thing for us. I wish their 
inaugural season didn’t come to an end, but we have 
something going on here. Hopefully, we’ll see more 
girls out on the softball team next year.” 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Danni Jae Tommie scores the 
first of her three runs against Glades Day in 
the second inning of a 15-11 season-ending 
loss on April 12. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Savannah Tiger connects on a hit against Moore Haven on April 6. 




Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Taylor Fulton scores the season’s final 
run in the bottom of the seventh inning against Glades 
Day to make the final score 15-11 at the April 12 game 
in Big Cypress. 



Ahfachkee’s Caitlin Cypress hustles her way home in the fourth inning. 
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Ahfachkee Lady Warriors softball head coach John Gallegos gives his girls a pep talk in the top of the 
first inning against Glades Day in the April 12 home-opener and season-finale. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors starting pitcher Dasani Cy- 
press warms up on the mound before her team’s April 
12 home-opener against Glades Day begins at the Big 
Cypress Softball Field. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Taylor Fulton hustles her way toward home plate in 
the top of the third inning against Moore Haven on April 6. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Nauthkee Henry makes her pitching debut 
in relief during the fourth inning of a 15-4 road loss to 
Moore Haven on April 6. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Courtney Osceola, left, shows off her Coach’s Award plaque 
with University School Suns Women’s Head Basketball Coach 
Greg Farias. 



Tribal Hoopster Courtney Osceola Honored at 
University School Sports Awards Banquet 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Courtney Osceola, second from left, with teammates and Head Basketball Coach Greg Farias, far right, show off their 
regular season basketball district championship plaques during the annual University School Sports Awards Banquet 
honoring individual and team accomplishments in cheerleading, junior varsity and varsity basketball at the University 
School Upper School Dining Commons April 6. Osceola also helped lead the Suns to a 20 win season and a regional-finals 
post season appearance. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


University School Suns Women’s Head Basketball Coach 
Greg Farias speaks to attendees at the awards banquet. 


TOURNEY 
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Mercedes Osceola extended No 
Pressure’s lead to five after hitting 
an open jumper with 6:16 left. But a 
3 -pointer from The Funky Monkeys’ 
Krystal Young (game-high 13 points 
overall) with just 3:28 left tied the game 
up at 31 -all. 

A Mercedes Osceola jumper with 
2:29 left put No Pressure up again on 
The Funky Monkeys, 33-31. However, 
The Funky Monkeys were not done as 
their overall patience led the way in 
giving Phalyn Osceola (eight points) an 
opportunity to convert on a 3 -pointer 
with just 42.4 left in the game - giving 
The Funky Monkeys a 34-33 lead. 

And then No Pressure went to 
work, allowing JoJo Osceola to seal the 
deal in this one. 

“We just had to keep hustling and 
not give up,” JoJo Osceola said of her 
team’s comeback plans. “We expected 
a close game because they (The Funky 
Monkeys) are like that too. I’m just glad 
we pulled it out.” 

In Brighton Recreation’s 74-68 
men’s championship win over Big Cy- 
press, it was clear from the opening tip 
as to who the winning team would be. 

Less than two minutes into the 
championship contest, Brighton Recre- 
ation was up 9-3, thanks to a wide-open 
3-pointer from Brighton’s Adrian Baker 
(14 total points in the title game). 

Later on in the first half, Big Cy- 
press went on a 9-2 scoring tear over a 
five-minute long span as they closed a 
20-12 deficit to just one (22-21) with 
7:53 left. 

Josie Balentine (22 points, includ- 
ing five 3 -pointers) hit that key shot - a 
3 -pointer from the top of key - setting 
the stage for a momentum shift in favor 
of Big Cypress. 


Big Cypress took a brief one-point 
lead on Brighton Recreation after Is- 
siah Billie (game-high 23 points) hit a 
3 -point shot with 6:26 left in the first 
half. The 27-26 lead was short-lived, 
however, as Brighton Recreation’s 
Greg Carter (18 points, including four 
3 -pointers) connected on his own 
3 -pointer with 4:53 left. 

From there on, Brighton Recre- 
ation, which had a 29-27 lead at that 
point, accelerated their scoring pace 
and never looked back. 

A 35-34 halftime lead for Brighton 
Recreation turned into a comfortable 
54-44 lead with 1 1 :45 left, as Brighton’s 
Elton Shore (11 total points) scored on 
an easy lay-in. 

Big Cypress came within two 
points twice more in the second half, 
but never got any closer as Brighton 
Recreation took the title home. 

“Teamwork is the main thing that 
helped us pull it off,” Brighton Rec- 
reation’s Howard Jimmie (18 overall 
points) said. “We just tried to swing it 
in with our shooters and execute on our 
3-point shots. That’s all there was to it.” 

The Herman L. Osceola Memorial 
Basketball Tournament’s Legends edi- 
tion, played a night earlier on March 
25, featured a best-of-three women’s 
matchup between Big Cypress and 
Young Legends. 

It went to the maximum three 
games, as Big Cypress won Games 2 
and 3 against Young Legends to take 
home this year’s title - this after Young 
Legends eked out a 19-18 win over Big 
Cypress in Game 1 for a 1 -0 series lead. 

The men’s title game pitted We Do 
Recover against Woody’s, a rematch of 
their first-round matchup that was won 
by Woody’s, 23-20. 

We Do Recover certainly did that 
after blasting Woody’s, 36-19, to snag 
the men’s Legends championship. 



Naji Tobias 

Josie Balentine of the Big Cypress Team converts on one of his 
title game-high five 3-pointers in the second half against Brighton 
Recreation in a loss. Balentine finishes with 22 points in the final. 


- * 
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Big Cypress Women’s Leslie Osceola, center, scores on a hustle play with 26.3 seconds 
left in the first half to give her team a 10-3 halftime lead over Young Legends in the rub- 
ber match of the best-of-three Legends series on March 25. 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE 

Rochelle Osceola 

Charlie Cypress 

Krystal Young 

Gregory Carter 

27TH ANNUAL HERMAN L. 


Jeremiah Hall 


Howard Jimmie 

OSCEOLA MEMORIAL BAS- 

LEGENDS PLAY -MEN 

William Jumper 

Terror Sauad 

Elton Shore 

KETBALL TOURNAMENT 


Cicero Osceola 

Angel Billie 



We Do Recover 

Mondo Tiger 

Crystal Billie 

Bia Cvoress 

LEGENDS PLAY - WOMEN 

Norman “Skeeter” Bowers 

Daniel Tommie 

Cassandra Jones 

Josie Balentine 


Amos Frank 

Wovoka Tommie 

Leslie Osceola 

Jesse Berry 

Bid CvDress 

Wesley Garcia 


Maggie Puente 

Issiah Billie 

Nadine Bowers 

Bill Johns 

ADULT PLAY -WOMEN 


Julius ‘Juice’ Billie 

Carlene Dicarlo 

Rob Landin 


Charlie’s Anaels 

Stevie Billie 

Carla Gopher 

Eric Osceola 

No Pressure 

Bonnie Billie 

Justine Osceola 

Myra Jumper 

Charlie Tiger 

Alice Osceola 

June Jumper 

Dillon Thomas 

Leslie Osceola 

Mahokin Tiger 

Courtney Osceola 

Charlie Osceola 


Mary Tigertail 


JoJo Osceola 

Geraldine Osceola 

The Other Guvs 

Young Legends 

Woodv’s 

Mercedes Osceola 

Rebecca Osceola 

Anthony Balentine 


Preston Baker 

Destiny Whitney 


Byron Billie 

Marcia CvDress 

Sandy Billie 


ADULT PLAY -MEN 

Tony Billie 

Marlin Miller 

Richard Osceola 

The Funkv Monkevs 


Wilson Bowers 

Geraldine Osceola 

Travis Trueblood 

Juanita Osceola 

Briahton Recreation 

Eric Sanders 

Janice Osceola 


Kendra Osceola 

Adrian Baker 

Kory Dion Sanders 

Jennifer Osceola 

Bia CvDress 

Meaghan Osceola 

Preston Baker 


Michelle Osceola 

Brian Billie 

Phalyn Osceola 

Koty Brugh 



27TH ANNUAL HERMAN L. OSCEOLA 
MEMORIAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

LEGENDS PLAY -MARCH 25 

Women: Big Cypress (2-1) defeated Young 
Legends (1 -2), 20-8, in Game 3 of the best-of- 
three competition. 

Big Cypress wins women’s Legends tourna- 
ment. 

Men: We Do Recover (2-1) took down Woody’s 
(2-1 ), 36-1 9, to win men’s Legends champion- 
ship game. 

Most Valuable Players 
Women: Leslie Osceola - Big Cypress 
Men: Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers - We Do 
Recover 

FINAL RECORDS -WOMEN 

1. Big Cypress (2-1) 

2. Young Legends (1-2) 

FINAL RECORDS - MEN 

I.We Do Recover (2-1) 

2. Woody’s (2-1) 

3. Big Cypress (0-2) 


ADULT PLAY -MARCH 26 

Women: No Pressure (3-1) defeated The Funky 
Monkeys (2-1), 36-35, to win the women’s title 
Men: Brighton Recreation (2-0) defeated Big 
Cypress (1 -2), 74-68, to go undefeated and 
earn the championship in men’s play 

Most Valuable Players 
Women: Alice Osceola - No Pressure 
Men: Howard Jimmie - Brighton Recreation 

FINAL RECORDS - WOMEN 

1. No Pressure (3-1) 

2. The Funky Monkeys (2-1) 

3. Terror Squad (1-2) 

4. Charlie’s Angels (0-2) 

FINAL RECORDS -MEN 

1 . Brighton Recreation (2-0) 

2. Big Cypress (1-2) 

3. The Other Guys (1 -2) 
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In Legends play, We Do Recover scores a championship for the men in this year’s Herman L. 
Osceola Memorial Basketball Tournament on March 25. 


Naji Tobias 

Brighton Recreation took the men’s title at the 27th Annual Herman L. Osceola Memorial Basketball 
Tournament in Big Cypress on March 26. 
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The ladies of No Pressure won their second consecutive Herman L. Osceola Basketball Tour- 
nament championship in a comeback win over The Funky Monkeys on March 26. 


Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress women’s team in Legends play won this year’s championship in the Herman L. Osceola 
Basketball Tournament on March 25, besting defending titlist Young Legends in a best-of-three format. 
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2nd Annual Cindy and Bobby Osceola Memorial 
Basketball Tournament Is Another Success 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Family members of the late Cindy and Bobby Osceola together before tip of the 2nd Annual Cindy and Bobby 
Osceola Memorial Basketball Tournament held at the Hollywood Seminole Recreation Gym April 8-9. The event 
featured double-elimination tournament play, a ‘Legends’ division and included teams from Oklahoma, Mississippi 
and North Carolina with T-shirts, plaques and cash prizes to the winners. 



Judy Weeks 

Team Roper Josh Jumper turns a steer as his brother, Naha Jumper, comes in for a 12.5 second catch at the 15th An- 
nual Junior Cypress Memorial Rodeo on March 26. 

Tribe Commemorates Junior Cypress at 15th 
Annual Memorial Rodeo in Big Cypress 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Osceola Matriarch Maydell Osceola, fourth from left, with First Place Women’s Legends winner - Young Legends. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Family member Donna Turtle, second from left, with Legends Tournament First Place winners - Past Prime 



First place Women’s Tournament Champion - Lady Bailers 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 

First place Men’s Tournament Champion - Big Town 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — Participants in the 15th Annual 
Junior Cypress Cattle Drive on March 26 were treated 
to an action packed evening of entertainment provided 
by the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association following their 
day on the trail. 

The annual trail drive and rodeo takes place each 
year in memory of Junior Cypress. A founding father of 
the Seminole cattle industry, Cypress was a strong advo- 
cate of rodeo and family values. When he wasn’t riding 
the woods and pasture lands doing ranch work, he always 
found time to share with the youngsters of Big Cypress. 

Rodeo is a tradition with Seminole cowboys, and Ju- 
nior Cypress inspired and encouraged the boys and girls 
to try their hand in the competition. The formation of the 
EIRA and the Junior Rodeo represent a final achievement 
of one of his goals. 

Moses Jumper Jr. said, ’’Junior Cypress always felt 
that our youth should be our priority and we agree. Each 
year our Junior Rodeo Division draws a bigger enroll- 


ment, and they are working hard to develop the skills 
necessary to carry them into the adult competition. I look 
forward to watching these youngsters compete in the In- 
dian National Finals Rodeo someday.” 

A special guest for the evening was eight-time World 
Champion Calf Roper Joe Beaver, who entertained the 
audience with a running commentary about the events 
and the skill of the participants. 

He said, ”1 see a lot of talent in this arena. Rodeo 
success requires commitment and these contestants have 
the drive to reach for the top." 

"Dealing with livestock is an unpredictable situa- 
tion, especially when the weight ratio of man to animal 
can exceed three to 15 times the difference." continued 
Beaver. "It’s all about technique. When you are a light 
weight, you have to use leverage to your advantage. It is 
obvious to me that you have found the key and are pass- 
ing it on to the next generation." 

With 134 entries in 13 events, the Junior Cypress 
Memorial Kid’s Rodeo got underway at noon and contin- 
ued until after 5 p.m. The adult sanctioned events kicked 
off following the cattle drive barbeque dinner. 


Results of Junior Cypress 
Memorial Rodeo 

Bareback Riding: 1. Freddy 
WarBonnett, 2. Jacoby Johns. 
Steer Wrestling: 1. Ivan Bruised- 
Head, 2. Dayne Johns. 

Calf Roping: 1. Josh Jumper, 

2. Ivan BruisedHead, 3. Cort 
Herrera. 

Breakaway: 1 . Shelby Osceola, 
2. Theresa Bowers, 3. Ayze 
Henry. 

50 & Over Breakaway Roping: 

1 . Alton Matchet, 2. Joe L. John. 
Team Roping: 1 . Josh Weekly/ 
Jobe Johns, 2. Josh Jumper/ 
Naha Jumper, 3. Marvin Bow- 
ers/Cort Herrera, 4. Jeff Johns/ 
Todd Johns, 5. Jeff Johns/Nor- 
man Johns. 

Ladies Barrel Racing: 1 . Shelby 
Osceola, 2. Clarissa Bowers, 3. 
Kalgary Johns. 

Bull Riding: 1. Casey McDonald, 
2. Koty Brugh. 



Judy Weeks 

Team Ropers Jeff Johns and Norman Johns caught their steer in 17.8 seconds for a fifth place 
win. 



Judy Weeks 

Chute Dogger Drayton Billie dashes to catch the horns on his steer. 


Results of Junior Cypress 
Memorial Kid’s Rodeo 

Mutton Bustin: 1 . Diamond Osceola, 2. 
Wren Bankston, 3. Creek Gopher, 4. Justin 
Gopher Jr. 5. Dwayne Billie Jr. 

Calf Riding: 1 . Jaylen Baker, 2. Myron 
Billie, 3. T-Bone Baker. 

Steer Riding: 1 . Jobe Johns, 2. Tripp 
Edgar, 3. Drayton Billie. 

Junior Bulls: 1 . Andre Jumper, 2. Ernie 
Courson. 

Chute Dogging: 1 . Ernie Courson, 2. Jobe 
Johns, 3. Tyler Tigertail. 

Barrel Racing: 4-8 Years: 1 . Brighton 
Bauman, 2. Abigail Tigertail, 3. Diamond 
Osceola, 4. Layla Petrillo. 9-1 2 Years: 1 . 
Dayra Koenes, 2. Ahnie Jumper, 3. Amaya 
Shenandoah. 1 3-1 7 Years: 1 . 

Kalgary Johns, 2. Nauthkee Henry, 3. 
Harley Maggard. 

Junior Breakaway Roping: 1 . Andre 
Jumper. 

Steer Undecorating: 1 . Andre Jumper, 
2. Blevins Jumper, 3. Ahnie Jumper, 4. 
Kalgary Johns, 5. Jobe Johns. 



Judy Weeks 

President Richard Bowers Jr. drops his loop over the steer’s head in the Breakaway Roping. 
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Seminole Lightning Softball Team Competes in Season Opener Game vs. Howell Oil 



Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 




SEMINOLE LIGHTNING’S 2011 
SEASON SCHEDULE 


Note: All games will be played at 
the Clewiston Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Ball Field Complex 


Seminole Lightning’s Leilani Gopher, left, shows off her defensive skills in the 
infield as she tags a Howell Oil player out during the fifth inning of their April 
11 game - played in Clewiston. 


Seminole Lightning head coach Josh Jumper, center, gives his girls - who are all 7 and 8 years 
old - a pep talk after their game. 


Kanan Jumper gets a hit in the Seminole Lightning’s season-opening 
13-11 loss to Howell Oil on April 11. Jumper is one of 14 softball players 
who are competing this season in the Clewiston Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Coach Pitch Girl League. 


Monday, April 11: Seminole Lightning 
lost to Howell Oil, 13-11 
Friday, April 15: Seminole Lightning 
played against Sunshine Family 
Medicine Coach Pitch 
Friday, April 22: Seminole Lightning 
played against Rayz Craze Tanning 
Salon 

Tuesday, April 26: Seminole Lightning 
played against Howell Oil 
Monday, May 2: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Sunshine Family Medicine Coach 
Pitch - 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 6: Seminole Lightning vs. 
Rayz Craze Tanning Salon - 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 9: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Howell Oil - 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 16: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Sunshine Family Medicine Coach 
Pitch - 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, May 19: Seminole Light- 
ning vs. Rayz Craze Tanning Salon - 
5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 24: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Howell Oil 

Tuesday, May 31: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Rayz Craze Tanning Salon - 5:30 
p.m. 

Thursday, June 2: Seminole Lightning 
vs. Sunshine Family Medicine Coach 
Pitch - 5:30 p.m. 


Naji Tobias 

The Seminole Lightning’s players and coaches share a group moment after their season-opening game 
against Howell Oil. 


Naji Tobias 

In the Seminole Lightning’s season-opening 
softball game, which lasted for five innings, Dillon 
Ball of Big Cypress connects on a clean hit in the 
fourth inning. 


Naji Tobias 

Seminole Lightning’s Alyssa Osceola, 7, was 
chosen by her teammates and coaches as the 
game ball recipient. 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Homeownership is an important investment in your personal and financial security. 
If you’re thinking about buying, renovating or building a one-to four-family home 
within your tribal service area, our loan process can help make it come true. At 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage not only do we have flexible terms and options, but our 
consultants will get to know you so they can guide you through the loan process with 
personal advice. 

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 
Native American Lending 
Phone: 605-575-8733 
Tollfree: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 
Fax: 866-880-7943 
eric.sprenkle(S)wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 



LENDER 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801. AS615381 04/11-07/11 



Together we'll go far 



Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


★ Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe 
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Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 




Top Concerts 

Top Sports 

TOM JONES 

MIAMI HEAT 

USHER 

SONY ERICSSON OPEN 

LUIS MIGUEL 

FLORIDA MARLINS 

TAYLOR SWIFT 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 

KATY PERRY 

RIHANNA 

SADE 

Top Theatre 

IN THE HEIGHTS 

JOSH GROBAN 

JERSEY BOYS 

KYLIE MINOGUE 

DISNEY ON ICE 

TIM MCGRAW 

WICKED 

SELENA GOMEZ 

HAIR 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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The field of anglers came together one last time just minutes before the conclusion of this year’s Howard Tiger Memorial Fishing Tournament. 


Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

Ted Nelson Sr. and Sonny Nevaquaya team up to capture this year’s 
top honors at the 11th annual Howard Tiger Memorial Fishing 
Tournament in Big Cypress on March 26. 


Ted Nelson Sr., Sonny Nevaquaya Team Up To Win 11th Annual Howard Tiger Fishing Tournament 


Winning tandem catch 8.59 pound bass to highlight first leg of Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series 



Naji Tobias 

Chris Osceola, in front, heads to the weigh-in dock with his bass in the 
bag, as Sam Nelson, in back, parks their team’s fishing boat. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - In what was a relatively close 
battle for this year’s Howard Tiger Memorial Fishing 
Tournament trophy, it essentially came down to one 
thing. 

A tournament-record 8.59 pound bass caught by the 
fishing team of Ted Nelson Sr. and Sonny Nevaquaya 
was the difference maker in this one, as they held off the 
tandem of Frank Marrero and Mario Posada - in addi- 
tion to nine other teams - to win the March 26 competi- 
tion. 

At the tournament’s weigh-in station - the fate of 
all 1 1 fishing teams is decided at the Big Cypress L-28 
canal waterway’s dock - Nelson Sr. and Nevaquaya’s 
five bass came in at a combined 22.30 pounds, while 
Marrero and Posada brought their fishing bags to the 
weight table for a combined total of 21.81 pounds. 

The difference between top prize honors and the 
runner-up status was just .49 pounds, thus underscor- 
ing the importance of the huge catch from the team of 
Nelson Sr. and Nevaquaya. 

For the winning team, it was a relatively interest- 
ing start, as Nelson Sr. discussed the challenges of over- 
coming some early morning dense fog conditions trav- 
eling to the tournament and as they navigated through 
the canal waters. 

“We almost ran over a couple of alligators when we 
got here,” Nelson Sr. said. “But eventually it got out of 
our way and we ended up catching some nice fish.” 

Nelson Sr. credited his teammate for how they 
pulled out the tournament win. 

“Sonny was very instrumental in helping me man 
that [8.59 pound] fish,” Nelson Sr. said. “It was the 
sweat that helped us get in the right direction. That got 
us in the right spirit.” 


Posada was brief when asked about his thoughts on 
the competition results. 

“Next time, we just have to catch the big one,” 
Posada said. “We just fell a little short. That’s all there 
is to it.” 

Seminole Recreation Director Moses “Big Shot” 
Jumper, founder/organizer of the Seminole Bass Fish- 
ing Triple Crown Series, gave some detailed insight on 
how the winning team pulled it off. 

“Well, with Sonny, I think that there was some kind 
of attraction between a flute and a fish,” Jumper said of 
the avid flutist. “He might have used his flute music to 
bring the fish to his boat. The flute is such a sensitive 
instrument with us Native Americans, so I think that’s 
what gave Sonny and Ted an advantage in this one.” 

The 11th annual Howard Tiger Memorial Tourna- 
ment, known as the first leg of the Seminole Bass Fish- 
ing Triple Crown Series, is geared primarily toward the 
remembrance of the late Tribal honoree and World War 
II veteran. Tiger, according to Jumper, was an avid fish- 
erman who loved the outdoors. 

“He was big on sports all his life and was an instru- 
ment to my own life,” Jumper said about Tiger. “[The 
fishing tournament] is a good tribute to him.” 

The Triple Crown Series will move on to its second 
of three legs on April 30, where anglers will be vying 
for the 31st annual Seminole Recreation Fishing Tour- 
nament’s championship honors. 

“It’s going to be hotter, but the fish are bedding 
right now in the water,” Jumper said. “I’m expecting 
the teams to catch a lot of fish in the next tournament.” 

After that, the teams will prepare to battle in the 
Bass Buster Fishing Tournament on May 28. 

The final leg of the Triple Crown Series will go a 
long way in determining the team that takes home this 
year’s Sonny Dicarlo Trophy and Clyde Tiger Big Bass 
Award. 


11th Annual Howard Tiger Memorial 
Tournament Results - First Leg of Triple 
Crown Series 

Note: Results from this competition are 
counted toward team placement in the 
overall Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown 
Series. 

Sonny Dicarlo Award Standings - After 
First Leg 

1 . Ted Nelson/Sonny Nevaquaya - 
22.30 pounds 

2. Frank Marrero/Mario Posada - 
21.81 pounds 

3. Fred Flabermann/Chuck Osceola - 
20.95 pounds 

4. Naha Jumper/Eric Johns - 1 8.27 pounds 
5. Kassim Stockton/Leon Wilcox - 
16.45 pounds 

6. Chris Osceola/Sam Nelson - 13.20 pounds 

7. Arlen Payne/Vincent Micco - 1 2.28 pounds 
8. Tony Tommie/Bryan Courtney - 9.44 

pounds 

9. Amos Tiger/Marvin Hines - 7.33 pounds 

1 0. Michael Tiger/Ernest Tiger - 4.71 pounds 

1 1 . Moses ‘Big Shot’ Jumper/Chebon Gooden 

-4.56 pounds 

All results are tabulated after each team is 
weighed in with a maximum of five bass 
caught. 


Seminole Pride Gymnastics Team Places 
Second at Leprechaun Classic in Lake Mary 


The young ladies of the 
Seminole Pride gymnas- 
tics team proudly show 
off their individual med- 
als as part of an overall 
second place finish at 
the 2011 Leprechaun 
Classic gymnastics meet 
held in Lake Mary, Fla. 
March 12. All five placed 
in the top five in sev- 
eral categories including 
vault, bars, beam, all- 
around and floor. 

Submitted by Gina 
Allardyce 




THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 



020 


Ext. jDavie, FL 33024 

irect.com 
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Big Cypress Seniors Take Golfing Lessons at Boomer’s Miniature Course in Dania Beach 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Seniors embarked on their second golf outing, this time at Boomer’s miniature golf course in Dania Beach on March 31. 
Those who made the trek east from the Big Cypress Reservation to Dania Beach were, from left: SPD Police Service Aide Dee Touring, Big 
Cypress Tribal seniors Ricky Doctor, Violet Jim, Claudia Doctor and Lucille Jumper, Big Cypress Tribal citizen Nadine Bowers and Big Cy- 
press Senior Center Director Cecilia Guzman. 


Seminole Fire Rescue Team Competes in Boca 
Burn Firefighter Charity Softball Tournament 


BY JORGE VALDES 
Team Coach 

BOCA RATON — On April 2nd and 3rd, The Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue 
Softball Team competed in the Boca Burn Firefighter Charity Softball Tournament, 
benefiting the Children’s Bum Foundation. The team competed with some of the 
top fire department teams in the state. After a two-day tournament the team came in 
second place falling short of a championship. This is the highest placing the team has 
had in this tournament. The MVP for the tournament was Jason Camardese, No. 12. 
The STFR Team will be playing in the Florida Firefighter Olympic Games in May 
and will be competing again against the top teams in the state. 




The Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Soft- 
ball Team members show off their 
trophy from the Boca Burn Firefighter 
Charity Softball Tournament on April 
2 and 3. From left, standing row, 
Bryan Russo, OJ Price, David Lugo, 
Jorge Valdes, Robert Curtis, Jesus 
Lizarraga, Jason Camardese, Ste- 
phen Luongo, David Coosaia, kneel- 
ing row, Kevin Pinkerton and Frank 
Montenegro. 

Submitted by Jorge Valdes 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Violet Jim goes for a 
hole-in-one on one of the Boomer’s miniature golf 
course’s 18 holes. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Lucille Jumper was one of 
three elders who traveled to the Boomer’s miniature 
golf course for some golf lessons. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Nadine Bowers putts on 
the first of 18 holes at the Boomer’s miniature golf 
course. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Claudia Doctor shows off 
her accurate aim on one of the 18 holes at the outing. 



PHARMACY TECHNICIAN! 

Learn the skills used by Pharmacy Technicians at: 

• Medical Hospitals • Pharmacies and Drug Stores 
• Mail Order Pharmacies* Physicians Group Pharmacies 

with training from Sanford-Brown Institute! 

We also offer: 

• Diagnostic Medical Sonography • Dental Assisting with Expanded Functions 

• Dental Hygiene • Medical Assistant • Surgical Technology 
• Veterinary Technology • Cardiovascular Sonography 



Call now for a brochure 

866.363.6444 

sanfordbrown.edu/fort-lauderdale 

Sanford-Brown Institute I 1 201 West Cypress Creek Road I Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 

Sanford-Brown Institute does not guarantee employment or salary. Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Career education 106041-01/1 1 



Sanford 

Brown 

INSTITUTE 
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BECOME A FAN 



FOLLOW US 


1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 • 954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 



HOTEL & CASINO 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 




GAMBLE 

WITH CARE 


Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida. 
Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.IT. 
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Easter 




Big Cypress Seniors Celebrate Easter 
with Egg Hunt and Luncheon Party 


Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Seniors hosted an Easter bonnet con- 
test, with three elders that came out on top: Mary Rob- 
bins, left, Virginia Mitchell, center and Violet Jim, right. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal elder Jonah Cypress provides the 
entertainment for his fellow senior peers at the April 
13 Big Cypress Senior Easter Luncheon Party. 

See more photos on page 4D 


Immokalee Youngsters Hunt for Eggs 
at the Easter Celebration 




Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 

Senior Champion egg gatherer Nancy Motlow 
attributes youthful tomato picking to giving her an 
edge over the competition. 


Carlese Bermudez helps her little sister, Curmya Smith, take third place dur- 
ing the 2- to 4-year-old egg hunt in Immokalee on April 23 at the ball field. 

See more photos on page 4D 


Brighton Youth Take Off in 
Search of Eggs to Celebrate Easter 



Photo above, the Brigh- 
ton youth take off 
to take partake in a 
free-for-all Easter egg 
hunt April 22 during 
the Brighton Commu- 
nity Easter celebration 
complete with a visit 
from the Eater Bunny 
and lunch. 

Left photo, Bridgett 
Koontz checks in the 
trunk of a palm tree for 
the winning egg. 

Rachel Buxton 

See more photos on 
page 4D 


Hollywood Community Enjoys the Easter 
Holiday with Hunt and Baskets 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Natasha Axdahl holds all of her eggs after 
the Easter egg hunt. 



Tribal youth Keith Osceola and brother Elijah Osceola together with 
the Easter Bunny at the Hollywood Recreation Gym on April 20. 


The Easter Bunny Stops By the Juanita 
Osceola Center in Naples to Dye Eggs 



Judy Weeks 

Corrina Zepeda and the Easter Bunny share a dance during the 
Naples Community Easter Party. 



Judy Weeks 

0. B. Osceola III lowers his Easter egg into the cup of dye during 
the egg decorating activities at the Juanita Osceola Center. 

See more photos on page 4D 


Tampa Community Decorates Eggs for Easter 



Photo above, Tampa Senior Annie 
Henry decorates Easter eggs at the 
Tampa Easter Party. 

Right photo, Tampa Tribal Member 
Clarissa Guzman takes a swing 
during the closest to the pin youth 
contest. 

Ryan Watson 


Photo above, Tampa 
Seniors Maggie Garcia, 
left, and Linda 0. Henry, 
right, decorate Easter 
eggs at Tampa’s Easter 
Celebration April 24. 

Ryan Watson 


See more photos on page 4D 
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Trail Community Celebrates Easter Gathering at Miccosukee Golf and Country Club 



Naji Tobias 

The Trail Community’s 10-12 year olds are racing each other in their quest to 
pick up the most eggs in the Easter Egg Hunt contest. 



Naji Tobias 


The 13-17 year-old Easter Egg Hunt winners share a moment with Trail Office Man- 
ager Michael Cantu, left, and Trail Liaison William Osceola, third from left, during 
the Trail Community’s Easter Celebration at the Miccosukee Golf and Country Club 
on April 9. 



Naji Tobias 

Trail Tribal citizen Chawndra Billie, left, with her daughter right next to her, center, 
and Carla Cypress, right, are chasing after eggs in the adult category of the Easter 
Egg Hunt contest. 



Naji Tobias 


The 13-17 year-old Easter Egg Hunt winners share a moment with Trail Office Manager Michael Cantu, left, 
and Trail Liaison William Osceola, third from left, during the Trail Community’s Easter Celebration. 



Naji Tobias 

A group of Trail youngsters are enjoying themselves inside of the 
bounce house at the Trail Community’s Easter Celebration Gathering 
in Miami on April 9. 


Trail’s Easter Egg Hunt Results 

Seniors - 55 years old and up 

1 . Joan Billie (38 eggs), 2. Peggy Osceola (28 eggs), 3. Ted Billie 
(9 eggs) 

0-4 years old 

1 . Maya Bowers (27 eggs), 2. Camden Cypress (26 eggs), 3. 
Alyssa Bowers (22 eggs) 

5-8 years old 

1 . Jocelyn Lopez (32 eggs), 2. Billie Cypress (31 eggs), 3. Dion 
Bert (25 eggs) 

9-1 2 years old 

1 . Gabriella Jim (87 eggs), 2. Lelitia Gonzalez (57 eggs), 3. Brisa 
Gonzalez (55 eggs) 

13-1 7 years old 

1 . William Jim (40 eggs), 2. Margie Tortice (37 eggs), 3. Eden 
Jumper (29 eggs) 

Adults - 18-54 years old 

1 . Chawndra Billie (63 eggs), 2. Ericka Osceola (57 eggs), 3. 
Isabel Frank (56 eggs) 


Hollywood Seniors Easter 
Party Features Bingo, Bowling 
and Basket Decorating 

Hollywood Senior’s Easter Contests and Egg Hunt Results 

Easter egg hunt (Women): 1 . Mary Gay Osceola, 2. Juanita Billie, 3. 
Judy-Bill Osceola Golden Egg winner- Louise Osceola Easter egg hunt 
(Men) 1 . Ricky Doctor, 2. Mike Tiger, 3. Paul Buster Golden Egg win- 
ner (men)- Paul Buster Best decorated basket (men)- Johnny Tucker 
Best decorated basket (women)-Lawanna Osceola 



Chris C. Jenkins 


A jubilant Betty Osceola shows off her Easter basket during the Seniors 
Easter party held at the Senor Center April 19. The day featured an egg 
hunt, cash bingo, bowling, door prizes, and lunch with special appear- 
ances by Tribal Board President Richard Bowers Jr., Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr., and Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus 
Osceola Jr. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Best decorated basket winner Lawanna 
Osceola enjoys her door prize gift basket. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Pastor Paul Buster talks about 
the true meaning of the Easter holiday to 
guests in attendance. 


Big Cypress Preschoolers Attend Easter 
Festivities with Egg Hunt and Luncheon 



Left photo, the Easter Bunny greets a 
group of Big Cypress Preschool students 
at the April 21 Easter Luncheon, with the 
supervision of 3-year-old teacher Melissa 
Rittenberry. 

Naji Tobias 


Photo above, Abigail Green, 3, holds up 
some valuable eggs at the Big Cypress 
Preschool’s Easter Luncheon. 

Left photo, The Easter Bunny, left, greets 
5-month-old Terrance Robbins, center 
at the Big Cypress Preschool’s Easter 
Luncheon on April 21 as Tribal mother 
Tara Robbins, right, gets ready to feed 
her baby some luncheon at the holiday- 
themed function. 


Naji Tobias 


Fort Pierce Youth Search High and Low 
During Easter Egg Hunt 



Rachel Buxton 

Blade Fanning peeks to see what he won for having one of 
four prized eggs during the Fort Pierce egg hunt April 21 
held at the Chupco Ranch followed by a community dinner. 



Rachel Buxton 

Tavaria Moss shows off her colorful eggs during 
the Fort Pierce egg hunt. 



Photo above, Isaiah Henmy, left, 
and Shamerion Tommie decorate 
crosses in honor of the meaning 
of Easter. 

Right corner photo, Analysse 
Stockton finds an egg in the 
plants on the Chupco Ranch 
grounds during the Fort Pierce 
celebration. 

Right photo, Beverly Tommie and 
daughter Harmony spend some 
quality time together during the 
Easter celebration where the kids 
participated in arts and crafts 
followed by an egg hunt. 

Rachel Buxton 
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Big Cypress Community Celebrates Easter Fun Day 




Naji Tobias 

Face painting specialist Lucianee Unger, left, works on the face of 
Evol Buck, right, as she crafts a butterfly drawing. 


Naji Tobias 

The Education Department is picked by the judging panel as the Easter Fun Day’s best Tribal 
departmental booth. From left, Education’s Angie Hurt, Sheila Billie and Carine Eugene. 


Naji Tobias 

During the Easter Egg Hunt festivities for the 0-3 year old category, Halley Bal- 
entine, 3, picks up some eggs at the Easter Fun Day’s Easter Egg Hunt at the Big 
Cypress Rodeo Grounds on April 20. 


Naji Tobias 

Jose Perez, 7, left, guesses the amount of jelly beans in a jar at the Aviation Depart- 
ment’s Easter Fun Day booth, as Aviation’s Cheryl Russell, center, and Santiago Rodri- 
guez, right, are giving him guidelines on how to compete in the contest. 


Brighton Preschoolers Get a Visit 
from the Easter Bunny 


Naji Tobias 

At the Environmental Resource Management Department’s 
booth, Eyanna Billie, right, plays an “Egg-cellent” matching 
game that features a variety of birds and their eggs, with 
Environmental Protection Specialist Elizabeth Letts, left, 
helping her out. 


Naji Tobias 

At the Family Services Easter Fun Day booth, Fred Mullins, left, dressed as a 
bunny, shows Levi Billie, right an array of services the Tribal department has to 
offer its Tribal citizens. 



Rachel Buxton 

lla Youngblood shows off her pretty pink egg April 21 during the 
Brighton Preschool Easter egg hunt where the Easter Bunny made 
a special appearance and helped the kids look for eggs. 



Left photo, 
Shirley Samp- 
son gets fes- 
tive with bunny 
ears and chicks 
at the Brighton 
Senior Easter 
luncheon. 

Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Seniors Celebrate Easter 
Holiday with Egg Hunt, Games and Fellowship 



Rachel Buxton 

Brooke Osceola helps Grandmother Jennie Snow during the Easter egg hunt. 



Rachel Buxton 

Happy Jones gets a hug from the Easter Bunny at the Brighton Senior 
Easter celebration April 21 held at the Senior Center. 



Rachel Buxton 

Mabel Tichenor loves competition even during the 
Brighton Senior Easter egg hunt April 21 held at the 
Senior Center. 


Rachel Buxton 

Norman Johns takes part in the Brighton 
Senior Easter festivities 


Rachel Buxton 

Alice Sweat shows off her handmade Easter bonnet 
and earrings. 
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More photos from Naples Community Easter Party 


More photos from Hollywood Youth's Easter Celebration 







Left photo, Lola Veliz makes friends with the 
Easter Bunny at the Juanita Osceola Center. 

Judy Weeks 


Right photo, Angelina 
Osceola-Lugo picks out 
decorations for her Eas- 
ter eggs at the April 21 
celebration. 

Judy Weeks 


Right photo, Karie Jo 
Osceola and her chil- 
dren, Dominic, Ange- 
lina and Joseph share 
a family moment with 
the Easter Bunny. 

Judy Weeks 


More photos from Brighton's Community Easter 



Rachel Buxton 

The Brighton youth line up April 22 to search for eggs during the 
Brighton Community Easter held at the gym. 



Rachel Buxton 

Caleb Burton runs to add a colored 
egg to his basket . 



Rachel Buxton 



Elle Thomas ends the Brighton Easter egg hunt 
as the big winner walking away with two-prized 
eggs. 


Rachel Buxton 

Howard Micco takes time out to enjoy the Brighton Easter 
celebration by saying hi to the infamous Easter Bunny. 


Alex Valdes stops 
by the balloon 
booth set up in 
the Brighton gym 
during their com- 
munity Easter cel- 
ebration April 22. 

Rachel Buxton 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth wait anxiously to hop on the bounce house as part of Easter 
community dinner festivities at the Hollywood Recreation Gym April 20. The 
day also included an Easter egg hunt, dinner Easter baskets and an appear- 
ance by the Easter Bunny. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

An excited Sugarfoot Stewart with his Easter basket. 







* 


More photos from Big Cypress seniors egg hunt and luncheon 


BIG CYPRESS SENIORS EASTER EGG HUNT 
AND LUNCHEON PARTY - RESULTS 

Most Eggs 

1 . Betty Osceola - Hollywood Reservation (1 54 
eggs) 

Bingo 

Game 1 - Louise Osceola 
Game 2 - Carol Cypress 

Jelly Beans - Guessing Contest 

Charlotte Tommie (Big Cypress Reservation) 
and Sally Billie (Hollywood Reservation) both 
guessed 850 jelly beans. 

NOTE: Of all the Tribal seniors, they guessed 
the closest to the actual jelly beans in the jar 
without going over, as there were a total of 970 
Naji Tobias jelly beans in the jar. 

Hollywood senior Jane Freeman, left, receives an Easter-themed plant as a door 
prize, with fellow Hollywood senior Laura Clay, right, looking on. 




Naji Tobias 

Caroline Osceola and her mother, Big Cypress Tribal se- 
nior Ruby Osceola, count up the captured eggs at the 
Big Cypress Senior Center on April 13. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Janice Osceola, right, helps Hollywood Tribal senior 
Betty Osceola, right, count up her eggs, as fellow Hollywood senior Maggie 
Osceola looks on. It was later revealed that Betty Osceola scooped up the most 
eggs in this year’s Easter Egg Hunt competition with 154 in total. 


More photos from the Easter Bunny's visit to the Immokalee community 



Judy Weeks 

Nehemiah Posada shares his Results of Immokalee East Egg Hunt 

Mickey Mouse basket with the 

Easter Bunny. o to 1 Year Olds: 1 . Riley Yzaguirre, 2. E.J. Yzaguirre, 3. Curmya Smith 

2 to 4 Year Olds: 1 . Angelina Yzaguirre, 2. Tito Martinez, 3. Denise Gonzales. 

5 to 8 Year Olds: 1 . K. J. Davis, 2. Kaden Grimaldo, 3. Carlese Bermudez. 

9 to 1 2 Year Olds: 1 . Jon Jimmie, 2. Shyanna Escobar, 3. Dacia Osceola. 

1 3 to 1 7 Year Olds: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis, Jr. 2. Ashley Faz, 3. Lily Mora. 

1 8 to 35 Year Olds: 1 . Peter Martinez, 2. Cecelia Pequeno, 3. Ray Yzaguirre, Jr. 
36 to 54 Year Olds: 1 . Ray Yzaguirre Sr., 2. Becky Martinez, 3. Mark Jock. 
Seniors: Nancy Motlow. 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida Election Candidates List 


In accordance with the Constitution and the 
Bylaws of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Corporate Charter and Bylaws of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc. a General Election is called 
for the following offices on Thursday, May 9, 
2011. Candidates who have qualified for each 
office are listed. 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN: 

James E. Billie 

Mitchell Cypress (Incumbent) 

Holly Tiger 

BRIGHTON REPRESENTATIVE: 

Andrew J. Bowers Jr. (Incumbent) 

Roger Smith 

BIG CYPRESS REPRESENTATIVE: 

David R. Cypress 
Manuel M. Tiger (Incumbent) 

HOLLYWOOD REPRESENTATIVE 

William Johns 
Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 

Max B. Osceola Jr. (Incumbent) 

Gordon O. Wareham 

TRIBAL BOARD 
PRESIDENT: 

Richard Bowers Jr. (Incumbent) 

Amy Johns 
Moses B. Osceola 
Tony Sanchez Jr. 

BIG CYPRESS REPRESENTATIVE: 

Paul Bowers Sr. (Incumbent) 

Joe Frank 
Clifton L. Billie 


BRIGHTON REPRESENTATIVE: 

Johnnie Jones (Incumbent) 

Larry Howard 

HOLLYWOOD REPRESENTATIVE: 

James Holt 
Jason Don Billie 
Christopher Osceola 
Joe Dan Osceola 

Those members voting “ABSENTEE” will be 
furnished upon request in writing. If voting by mail, 
please request an absentee ballot at once to allow 
enough time for ballots to be mailed to you and 
be returned to the Secretary’s office, 6300 Stirling 
Road, Hollywood, Florida 33024 on or before May 
9, 201 1 . Mark your ballots at once and return them 
so they can be included in the count for this election. 
All eligible voters are requested to cast their 
ballots at established polling places on the three (3) 
reservations or by absentee ballots. 

VOTING LOCATIONS 

BIG CYPRESS RESERVATION: 

Senior Center 
Big Cypress, Florida 

BRIGHTON RESERVATION: 

Cattle & Range Office 
Brighton, Florida 

HOLLYWOOD RESERVATION: 

Executive Office Auditorium 
Hollywood, Florida 


Polls will be open 8:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 


Eligible members are urged to exercise their right 
to vote in this election . 


Approved Voters List for the May 9, 2011 General Election 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 


Big Cypress 

Alumbaugh Beverly Kay 
Alvarez Deloris Jimmie 
Andrews Toi Justin Mae 
Armstrong Camilla 
Adrienne 

Bain Nellie Doctor 
Baker Maris sa Kay 
Balentine Anthony Lance 
Balentine James Jr. 
Balentine James Junior 
Balentine Jerry Lee 
Balentine Jerry Littletiger 
Bear Maranda Jonell 
Bert Dusti-Jo Ann 
Bert Heath Cody 
Bert Tony Shawn 
Bevenue Sheila Joyce 
Billie Ada (Etta) Cypress 
Billie Alfred Lee 
Billie Alice 
Billie Allen M. 

Billie Almira Kathleen 
Billie Amos 
Billie Amos Moses 
Billie April Mary Ann 
Billie Barbara 
Billie Bobbie Jamie 
Billie Bonnie Kay 
Billie Brian 
Billie Byron Lee 
Billie Carradine 
Billie Clea Nel 


Billie Clifton Lewis 
Billie Clinton Albert 
Billie Cody Hayes 
Billie Edmond Perry 
Billie Eldean Jo 
Billie Frank J 
Billie George 
Billie Heather Lorraine 
Billie II James Edward 
Billie Issaiah Colt 
Billie Janice 
Billie Jason Lee 
Billie Joe Junior 
Billie Jr. Marvin Jason 
Billie Jr. Nicodemus 
Leon 

Billie Jr. Reuben Henry 
Billie Jr. Ronnie Bobby 
Billie Juanita 
Billie Julius Ivan 
Billie Junior 
Billie Justina Jo 
Billie Katherine Louise 
Billie Lesley Yesenia 
Billie Linda 
Billie Lonnie 
Billie Loraine 
Billie Louise B. 

Billie Mariann Ruby 
Billie Marlin Jay 
Billie Matthew Jason 
Billie Minnie 
Billie Nancy 
Billie Natasha Kaylin 


Billie Noemi Ginnie 
Billie Norman Jeffery 
Billie Osceola McKinley 
Billie Patsy 
Billie Pilot 
Billie Ray Weaver 
Billie Ronnie 
Billie Sr. Marvin Jason 
Billie Sr. Nicodemus 
Billie Sr. Ronnie Bobby 
Billie Summer Jade 
Billie Texas 
Billie Thomas Tommy 
Billie Tiffany Virginia 
Billie Tommi Agnes 
Bowers Alyssa Lauren 
Bowers Andrew Shawn 
Bowers Clarissa April 
Bowers Ginnie 
Bowers Joel Micco 
Bowers Nadine 
Bowers Pauletta Jan 
Bowers Sr. Paul 
Bowers Wilson Dick 
Bowers, Jr. Richard 
Brooks Pauline Willie 
Bullard Meredith Brooke 
Buster Christopher 
Buster Daisy M. 

Buster Erin Dawn 
Buster Esther Cypress 
Buster Jr. Alvin 
Buster Sally 
Calderon Ashley Ryan 


Carter Jr. Gregory Leon 
Cypress Aaron Trey 
Cypress Alec Darian 
Cypress Alexander Blaine 
Cypress Andy 
Cypress Carol Frank 
Cypress Charles Reggie 
Cypress Charlie 
Cypress Claudine Candy 
Cypress Clorine Cathy 
Cypress Cornelius Theodore 
Cypress Crystal Denise 
Cypress Dakotah Blayne 
Cypress David Roger 
Cypress Eric Macy 
Cypress Eugenia Gayle 
Cypress Helena 
Cypress III Billy 
Cypress Jalen Bailey 
Cypress Janice Lee 
Cypress Jeannette Billie 
Cypress Jonah Frank 
Cypress Karen Rose 
Cypress Kira Marie 
Cypress Lorraine L. 
Cypress Lydia L. 

Cypress Lydia Lee 
Cypress Mary Lou 
Cypress Michael Barry 
Cypress Michaelene Evelyn 
Cypress Miranda Emogene 
Cypress Mitchell 
Cypress Nanette 
Cypress Patsy Jane 


Big Cypress Cont. 

Cypress Robb Damon 
Cypress Roy Henry 
Cypress Sadie Tommie 
Cypress Shane 
Cypress Sr. Robert Donald 
Cypress Sue Jane 
Cypress Terinna Eileen 
Cypress Terry 
Cypress Tonia Ann 
Cypress William Dempsey 
DeLuna Helena 
DiCarlo Carlene 
Doctor Claudia Cypress 
Escobar Ashley Ann 
Frank Herschel Sampson 
Frank Joe 

Frank- Sanchez Corinna 
Garcia Ildy Jose 
Garcia Tianna Hali 
Garcia-Sanders Virginia 
Garza Tisha Lee 
Grasshopper Dale Evans 
Green Christopher Ray 
Hall Cherelee Kristen J 
Hall Clayton Issac 
Hall Diane Dede 
Hall Fred 
Hall Jeremiah 
Hall Sr. John 
Hall Stephanie Leeann 
Harjo Jonathan Wayne 
Henry Ayze Jo 
Henry Dylanie Shayne 
Henry Michael Buck 
Herrera Fernando 
Herrera Vera 
Huff Brittany Lauren 
Jim Elias (Noah) 

Jim Jennifer Ann 
Jim Judy Ann 
Jim Lenny Ray 
Jim Lottie 
Jim Mabel 
Jim Sr. Louis Dixie 
Jim Stephen 
Jim Violet 

Jimmie Jessie Joanne 


Jimmie Wendy Carolyn 
Johns Mary Louise 
Johns Sr. Billie 
Jumper Andrea Kay 
Jumper Annie Pocahontas 
Jumper Cathy Myrna 
Jumper Cecil 
Jumper Daniel 
Jumper Desiree Kari 
Jumper Joshua Abe 
Jumper Jr. Moses 
Jumper Jr. William Lee 
Jumper K’ Ahna Lain 
Jumper Kaylee Brianna 
Jumper Keith Kelly 
Jumper Kelcie Lee 
Jumper Lucille 
Jumper Phillip 
Jumper Sherri 
Jumper Sr. Josiah Alan 
Jumper Teresa 
Jumper Yvonne Mary 
King Betty Ann 
King Lindsey Cypress 
Kingsland-Mabry Caroline 
Koenes Mary Jean 
Koenes Tj 
Landin Robin Lynn 
McDuffie Edna Johns 
Mercer Donelda Mcduffie 
Miller Marlin Rose 
Motlow Sr. David 
Onco Jamie Roberts 
Onco Jr. Michael Leo 
Osceola Carmalita Betsy 
Osceola Carol 
Osceola Caroline Sue 
Osceola Charlie Scott 
Osceola Chauncey Lita 
Osceola Cicero Quentin 
Osceola Cynthia Jane 
Osceola Glenn Emmons 
Osceola Janice Martha 
Osceola Joe Benjamin 
Osceola Jr. Jacob 
Osceola Justin Bruce 
Osceola Klaressa Nicole 
Osceola Louise Georgia 
Osceola Lupe 


Osceola Marcus Joel 
Osceola Mario Marc 
Osceola Mary Ann 
Osceola Mornin Ann 
Osceola Obadiah 
Osceola Patricia Lynn 
Osceola Raleigh 
Osceola Randall Anthony 
Osceola Rochelle Jean 
Osceola Ruby Ann 
Osceola Sara Billie 
Osceola Sr. Joe 
Osceola Sr. Samuel C. 
Osceola Tahama 
Osceola Tony Hank 
Osceola Veldenia 
Phillips Marie Coppedge 
Robbins Jr. Bernard Doyle 
Robbins Mary Jane 
Robbins Seth Wade 
Roberts Genell 
Roberts Jasper 
Rose Julie Tiger 
Sanchez Sr. Chris Allen 
Smith Oneva Janet 
Stockton Kassim Artemus 
Tiger Manuel (Mondo) 
Tigertail Alfonso Guevara 
Tigertail Alice 
Tigertail Betty 
Tigertail Cecelia 
Tigertail Kellie Renee 
Tigertail Mary Foster 
Tigertail Minnie Belle 
Tigertail Sheli Faye 
Tommie Catlen Braid 
Tommie Charlotte Linda 
Tommie Daniel 
Tommie Danny 
Tommie Harry 
Tommie Minnie (Mittie) 
Tommie Sally Agnes 
Tommie Samuel 
Tommie Virginia Pearl 
Tommie Wovoka Ian 
Waggerby Eileen Mario 
Waggerby Mary Billie 
Walker Billy Lestes 
Walker Trisha Lola 


Wilcox Cory Brookes 
Williams Constance 
Williams Olivia Ann 

Brighton 

Aldridge Justin Colt 
Arledge Bryan Wayne 
Baker Adrian Michael 
Baker Charlene 
Baker Cierra Mildred 
Baker Jason Jay 
Baker Kasey Johns 
Baker Preston Levem 
Baker Vernon Lee 
Baxley Ashton Danielle 
Baxley Jr. L.D. 

Baxley Oneva 
Baxley Scott Lee 
Bearden Timi Cherie 
Bert Agnes Johns 
Bert Dalton Christopher 
Bert Damen Kirk 
Bert Pernell Hosea 
Bert Reese Pernell 
Bettelyoun Megan Taylor 
Bette lyoun Myra Nickole 
Billie Betty Mae 
Billie Dwayne 
Billie Emerson Dwight 
Billie Jack 
Billie James Edward 
Billie Jesse 
Billie Jr. Sandy 
Billie Leanna Rae 
Billie Robbie Devane 
Bowers Agnes 
Bowers Clint Duane 
Bowers Dan 
Bowers Danette Pearl 
Bowers Jr. Andrew Jackson 
Bowers Jr. Paul 
Bowers Katrina Val 
Bowers Lucy Marie 
Bowers Marvin Patrick 
Bowers Norman Andy 
Bowers Rosetta Jan 
Bowers Theresa Louise 
Bowers Trina Marie 


Braswell Janice Kay 
Buck Arica 
Buck Jewel Lynne 
Buck Weems 
Buck Yahola Isaac 
Burgess Charlotte Willa 
Buster Helene 
Carter Deborah 
Chalfant Robert Ellis 
Cypress James Edward 
Cypress Louise C. 
DeHass Elizabeth Frances 
DeHass Timothy Alan 
Doney Marilyn Smith 
Fudge Margaria Alicia 
Garcia Stephanie Mamie 
Girtman Joshua Andrew 
Gonzalez Ynez G. 
Gopher Beulah Lynn 
Gopher Bradford John 
Gopher Carla Susan 
Gopher Ethan Lynn 
Gopher Ethel Jean 
Gopher Lewis T. 

Gopher Lola 
Gopher Lorene Bowers 
Gopher Louise Jones 
Gopher Matthew John 
Gopher Melissa Victoria 
Gopher Sammy 
Gopher Steel John 
Gore Arnie Lou 
Gore Claudette Ann 
Gore Donnie Wayne 
Hahn Terry Ann 
Haught Connie Margaret 
Haught Mable Johns 
Holata Andrea Kim 
Howard Danielle Rene 
Howard Larry Lee 
Huff Allen Davis 
Huff Chad Christopher 
Huff Jimi Lu 
Huff Jr. Frank 
Huff Jr. John Wayne 
Huff Lottie May 
Huff Mary Edith 
Huff Sr. John Wayne 
Huff Ty Sam 


Huff Vickey Lynn 
Jimmie Howard James 
John Jill Zan 
John Joe Lester 
John Shawn Sherwood 
Johns Alexander Patterson 
Johns Amy 
Johns Holly Nicole 
Johns Martin Royce 
Johns Monica Sue 
Johns Norman 
Johns Norman Eric 
Johns Sr. Archie Hank 
Johns Stanlo 
Johns Stanlo Jeffery 
Johns Timmy Barnett 
Johns Todd Christopher 
Johns Willie 
Johns Wonder 
Johns-Jumper Jo Leigh 
Johnson Leona Toni 
Johnson Lillian Joni 
Jolly Mollie 
Jones Danny Scott 
Jones Duane Shore 
Jones Ginger Irlene 
Jones Happy 
Jones Jr. Johnny 
Jones Martha 
Jones Megan Courtney 
Jones Parker 
Jones Shule Snow 
Jones Sr. Johnnie 
Jones Stacy Marie 
Jumper Cordey D 
Jumper Thomasine James 
Jumper Wildcat Naha 
King Jodi Rene 
Koontz Grace Marie 
Lara Elsie Tommie 
Lawrence Paulette Renee 
Loudermilk Alyster Jo’El 
Loudermilk Dexter Joel 
Madrigal John J. 

Madrigal Mahala Ruth 
Micco Billie 
Micco George Barry 
Micco Howard 
Micco Joey Wade 


Micco Mary Jo 
Micco Michael 
Micco Reina 
Minnick Leah Johns 
Nelson Wayne Stewart 
Olivarez Claudia Malisa 
Osceola Addie 
Osceola Camellia Lynn 
Osceola Dana Marie 
Osceola D’Anna Marissa 
Osceola Howard 
Osceola Joanne Susan 
Osceola Johnny 
Osceola Justin Troy 
Osceola Larry 
Osceola Lisa Kimberly 
Osceola Marvin 
Osceola Onnie Shore 
Osceola Polly Ann 
Osceola Randel Adrian 
Osceola Reba Lynn 
Osceola Reno Adam 
Osceola Richard Francis 
Osceola Ricki 
Osceola Rodney Adrian 
Osceola Ryan Bert 
Osceola Shaun Cody 
Osceola Sr. Russell 
Osceola Tony Lee 
Osceola Vanessa Lynne 
Osceola Vinson Phillip 
Osceola Wayne Nelson 
Peterson Loretta Ann 
Pigeon Rachel Bowers 
Poole Leoda 
Puente Avalon Susie 
Randolph Clarissa Marie 
Riley Wendi Bowers 
Roberts Hayden Douglas 
Robinson Eric Scott 
Robinson Jacob Maurice 
Robinson Janelle K. 
Robinson Marcus Ellis 
Sampson Sarah Ann 
Sharp Edna Bowers 
Shore Beverly Karen 
Shore Eddie 
Shore Elton James 
Shore Jennie Mae 


Shore Nancy 
Simmons Leoma Smith 
Simmons Zena Elizabeth A. 
Smedley Dionne N. 

Smith Alice 
Smith Amanda Ruby 
Smith Brittany R. Dyan 
Smith Ceejae Dakota 
Smith Diane Snow 
Smith Jarrid Lee 
Smith Jeremy 
Smith Jr. Jack 
Smith Larry 
Smith Nellie 
Smith Roger 
Snell Pamela Irene 
Snow Audrey Lynne 
Snow Davey Lee 
Snow David Lester 
Snow Diane Jim 
Snow Jennie 
Snow Josie Ann 
Snow Roy 

Thomas Cecelia Allison 
Thomas Dollie Michele 
Thomas Laveme Denise 
Tiger Amos 
Tiger Rose Marie 
Tommie Bessie 
Tommie Dixie Marie 
Tommie Edna Jean 
Tommie Eugene Ray 
Tommie Freddie 
Tommie Howard Ernest 
Tommie James 
Tommie Jason 
Tommie John Wesley 
Tommie Linda Sue 
Tommie Martha Jane 
Tommie Miranda Kashyra 
Tommie Virginia Lee 
Tommie Willie Gene 
Tommy Nadine Snow 
Tongkeamha Madeline 
Turtle Donna Madrigal 
Urbina Emma Jane 
Villa Josephine Huff 
Waldron Patty Johns 
Weimann Crystal Gayle 
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Approved Voters List Cont. 


Brighton Cont. 

Whidden Connie Johns 
Yates Louvella Eunice 
Youngblood Brenda Scott 
Youngblood Bryan Kelly 
Youngblood Day Ion Sam 
Youngblood Robert Taylor 

Hollywood 

Adair Cindi Nicole 
Bain Rhonda Lou 
Baker Judy Ann 
Baker Kyle Jailen 
Baker Thunder T. 

Baker-IV Gustavus Adolphus 
Balentine Bertha Sue 
Balentine Ollie Tiger 
Battiest Zachary James 
Baxley Elton Carl 
Baxley Luke 
Bert Cheyanna Pauline 
Billie Aaron 
Billie Allyson Joy 
Billie Anthony Scott 
Billie Bobbie (Lou) Bowers 
Billie Dayne Gary 
Billie Denise 
Billie Eva Cypress 
Billie Hannah 
Billie Jana Rae Elizabeth 
Billie Jason Don 
Billie Jonah Charles H. 
Billie Jordan Shane 
Billie Jr. Joe Paul 
Billie Jr. John 
Billie July Jamie 
Billie Mark 
Billie Rebecca Jean 
Billie Sally Tommie 
Billie Sr. Peter Joe 
Billie Tony 
Billie Twila June 
Billie Verna Louise 
Billie Vincent 
Billie Zachary Nathaniel 
Booker Martha Irene 
Bowers David Stephen 
Bowers Elrod Daniel 
Bowers Elsie Jean 
Bowers Eugene V. 

Bowers Freeman Joe 
Bowers JD 
Bowers Jeremy Lee 
Bowers Legus Eugene 
Bowers Mary 
Bowers Nolan Stuart 
Bowers Philmon Gene 
Bowers Wanda Faye 
Buster Diane 
Buster Paul 

Buster-Osceola Mariah Lee 
Castillo Talena Rosa 
Cavallo Anthony Lee 
Clark Ashley Kay 
Clay Brande Elicia 
Clay Laura Mae 
Clay Michael 
Clay Shirley 
Condon Adrian Keith 
Courtney Yvonne Osceola 
Cypress Brenda Joy 
Cypress Joshua Henson 
Cypress Katherine Courtney 
Cypress Monica Marie 
Davis Jr. Jerome 
Dawson Ruth Marie 
DeHass David Daniel 
DeHass Ella Frances 
DeHass III Wilmeth Delbert 
DeHass Shelby Rae 
DeMayo Melissa Joy 
Dicarlo Michael Amedea 
Doctor Mabel Osceola 
Doctor Michael Ronnie 
Doctor Minnie Billie 
Doctor Nathan Dean 
Doctor Resha Lee 
Doctor Ronnie 
Doctor Virgil 
Doctor- Jumper Nickolas 
Ryan Madrid 

Fairclough Susannah Lee 
Fewell Naomi 
Fish Jonathan Thomas 
Fish Joshua Wade 
Fish Leslie Renee 


Foster Letitia Teal 
Frank Amos Thompson 
Frank Brandon 
Frank Cacha-Loni Morgan 
Frank Dejong Jones 
Frank Donna 
Frank Edna Lane 
Frank Jr Robert Bronson 
Frank Kendra Lisa 
Frank Morgan Victor 
Frank Phillip David 
Frank Samantha Laura 
Frank Sampson Phillip 
Frank Sr. Joel Matthew 
Frank Sunny Hayes 
Frank Sunshine 
Frank Vanessa Lane 
Fuentes Darryl Dean 
Fuentes Jr. Pedro Rojo 
Gopher Daniel Enoch 
Gopher Esther Lee 
Gopher Hyde Jim 
Gopher Nathon Robert 
Gopher Roberta Lynn 
Gopher Shannon Beth 
Gore Duelle Thomas 
Gowen Connie 
Gowen Nathan Carl 
Green Brett Archer Andrew 
Harjo Jennie Ann 
Harjochee Tyler Wayne 
Harrell Ruby Nicolette 
Hernandez Ricardo Fortino 
Hiers Jr. Charles Billie 
Hiers Mary Ella 
Hiers Sr. Charles Billie 
Holt Clinton Wade 
Holt II James Lester 
Hunter II Samuel Christopher 
Jim Linda 
Jimmie Irene 
John-Carney Joletta 
Johns Atlanta Tracey 
Johns Toby Libra 
Johns William Edward 
Jones Betty Faith 
Jones Judy 
Jones Mingo 
Jordan Aralena Lacey 
Josh Coleman Jerome 
Jumper Andre David Neil 
Jumper Boettner Roger 
Jumper David 
Jumper Elgin Gregory 
Jumper Gregory Michael 
Jumper Harley 
Jumper Hudson Roberts 
Jumper III Moses Happy 
Jumper Jr. Josiah Alan 
Jumper Scarlett Marie 
Jumper Yvette 
Kennedy Gwendolyn 
Kippenberger Heather Ann 
Kippenberger Jr. Robert Preston 
Kippenberger Kurya Louise 
McCall Christine Elizabeth 
Mclnturff Gary Kirk 
Metcalf Melissa Ann 
Micco III Jerry Cyrus 
Micco Jr. Jerry 
Micco Loretta Jean 
Micco Rita Carol 
Micco Sam Charlie 
Micco Serena Taneill 
Micco Tony Clint 
Micco Vincent William 
Micco Waylon Hank 
Moore Jr. Franklin James 
Motlow Agnes Billie 
Motlow Jr. David Henry 
Motlow Thompson 
Mountain Chelsea Blair 
Nelson Jr. Henry Samuel 
Nelson Sr. Theodore Scott 
Nevaquaya Christine Elizabeth 
North Josephine Motlow 
Osceola Allison Marie 
Osceola Ariah 
Osceola Audrey Leigh 
Osceola Betty 
Osceola Charles Anthony 
Osceola Christian James 
Osceola Christopher Scott 
Osceola Cornelia 
Osceola Curtis Kent 
Osceola Daniel Lee 
Osceola Dawn Marie 
Osceola Dominique Sharaine 


Osceola Doris 
Osceola Earlene Nellie Tony 
Osceola Eric Leo 
Osceola Eugenia Lillian 
Osceola Everett Willie 
Osceola Francine Marie 
Osceola Geraldine 
Osceola Gerret William 
Osceola Gregory Allen 
Osceola III Jimmy Hank 
Osceola III Max Bill 
Osceola Jacqueline Kennedy 
Osceola Jaime Renee 
Osceola Jake Hyde 
Osceola Jessica Lesley 
Osceola Jim John 
Osceola Jo Jo Dakota 
Osceola Joann 
Osceola Joe Dan 
Osceola Jordan Darryl 
Osceola Joseph-Daniel 
Osceola Joshua Daniel 
Osceola Jr. Dan Charlie 
Osceola Jr. Jimmy Hank 
Osceola Jr. Joe 
Osceola Jr. Marcellus Wm 
Osceola Jr. Max Bill 
Osceola Juanita 
Osceola Judybill 
Osceola Kendrick Leo 
Osceola Lawrence Richard 
Osceola Leah Joan 
Osceola Leoda Josephine 
Osceola Leslie Joyce 
Osceola Lila Jean 
Osceola Maggie 
Osceola Marie Willie 
Osceola Mark Steven 
Osceola Marl Anthony 
Osceola Mary Gay 
Osceola Matthew Paul 
Osceola Maydell 
Osceola Meaghan Alexiss 
Osceola Michelle Lynn 
Osceola Miles Patrick 
Osceola Milo Louis 
Osceola Mitchell Buck 
Osceola Moses Bernard 
Osceola Natoshia Rexanne 
Osceola Nelson Drew 
Osceola Nicole Marie 
Osceola Phalyn Allison 
Osceola Ravenne 
Osceola Rebecca Kelly 
Osceola Richard Lyle 
Osceola Robert Gerald 
Osceola Sharon Debbie 
Osceola Shelby Ryanne 
Osceola Sheyanna Lynn 
Osceola Sr. Jacob 
Osceola Sr. Marcellus Wm. 
Osceola Tammy June 
Osceola Tasha Kelly 
Osceola Tate Charles 
Osceola Taylor Ross 
Osceola Trisha Ann 
Osceola Wade Parrish 
Osceola William 
Osceola William Kenneth 
Osceola William Thomas 
Osceola Willie McKinley 
Osceola-Niles LaWanna 
Poore Leoma Jane 
Primeaux Darline 
Pulido Demetrio Koowathe 
Rhodd Rosetta Ann 
Sanchez Alexandra Leeann 
Sanchez Clifford James 
Sanchez Jr. Tony 
Sapp Leanna Leshamia 
Shore Geneva 
Smith Douglas Mitchell 
Smith Jimmy Stewart 
Spiva Gwendolyn Gay 
Stewart Harmony Jolene 
Stewart Jay Charles 
Stewart Jr. Raymond Charles 
Stewart Lee Charles 
Stewart Nettie Doctor 
Stivers Robert Allen 
Storm Jr. Thomas McGown 
Storm Mary Jane 
Storm Sr. Thomas McGown 
Storm Trishana Mary 
Stubbs Victoria Sue 
Thinn Regina J. 

Thomas Gregory Jamael 
Thomas Jasper Demaree 


Tiger Annie Mae 
Tiger Aranita Mae 
Tiger Daisy Marie 
Tiger Derrick John 
Tiger Dora Jim 
Tiger Ginger Ann 
Tiger Holly Leigh 
Tiger Imahaggi 
Tiger Iris 

Tiger Jr. James Frank 
Tiger Mahokin 
Tiger Ruscilla Virginia 
Tiger Todd Edward 
Tiger Troy Neil 
Tiger Virginia Billie 
Tommie Alexandra 
Tommie Clinton Howard 
Tommie Dorothy 
Tommie Gabriel 
Tommie Irene 
Tommie Kenneth Aguilar 
Tosca Mia Da’Wana 
Trievel Gary Joseph 
Tucker Dorothy Frank 
Tucker Ladonna Ann 
Tucker Larissa June 
Tucker Ricky Ray 
Tucker Sr. Johnny F 
Turtle Donna Sue 
Two Shoes Karen 
Wareham Gordon Oliver 
Wilcox II Leon Junior 
Wilcox Patricia Ann 
Williams Leona Tommie 
Willie Elsie 
Willie Nancy Jane 
Willie Paladine Stuart 
Willie Shaun Preston 
Wilson Gloria Jean 
Wilson Naomi Ruth 
Young Anthony Moses 
Young Krystle Anne 

Non-Residents 

Aguilar Edward Jon 
Aguilar Elaine 
Aguilar Jr. Pedro Alvarrado 
Aguilar Sheila Kay 
Alexander Catherine Janell 
Alexander Rubi-Anne Danell 
All Runner Norma Lee 
Alvarado Elliot Chon 
Alvarado Jr. Roy 
Alvarado Kimberly 
Alvarado Mary Lou 
Alvarado Michael Ian 
Alvarez John Ross 
Anderson Carolee Jeanette 
Anderson Jr. David Thomas 
Anderson Peter Michael 
Arledge Kimberly Louise 
Arteaga Lorena 
Baker Jr. Cleveland 
Baker Kalisa Denise 
Baker V Gustavus Adolphus 
Balentine Jessalyn Cody 
Balentine Josie Lee Wildcat 
Balentine Larnce 
Battiest June Lena 
Battiest Spencer Lee 
Baxley Neil 
Baxley Windy Carla 
Beer Lesley Daniele 
Beletso Geneva Linda Mae 
Benard Madeline Arlene 
Benson Christian Denise 
Benson Thomas Michael 
Bert Georgina Kaye 
Bert Jody Tigertail 
Bert Kevin Shane 
Billie Aja Osceola 
Billie Alice McKinley 
Billie Angel Nichole 
Billie Arlene Juanita 
Billie Ashley Spring 
Billie Austin Lee 
Billie Benjamin 
Billie Blossom Rosanna 
Billie Brandon 
Billie Brandon Daniels 
Billie Brannon Tranee 
Billie Brittany 
Billie Carol Leann 
Billie Carolyn 
Billie Caryn 
Billie Celeste 
Billie Charlotte Ursula 


Billie Chawndra Jo-Ellen 
Billie Cheyenne Bobbie 
Billie Christina Ann 
Billie Christopher Lee 
Billie Corey Justin 
Billie Crystal Josie 
Billie Danny Ingram 
Billie Don 

Billie Donald Shawn 
Billie Esmeralda Sabrina 
Billie Gary C 
Billie Heath Floyd 
Billie Ivan Jared 
Billie Jackson E. 

Billie James 
Billie Jason Dewayne 
Billie Jeffery Amos 
Billie Jennijo Wendi 
Billie Jessica 
Billie Jessica Jo 
Billie Jon Ross 
Billie Joseph 
Billie Jr. David 
Billie Jr. Frank 
Billie Jr. Ingram 
Billie Keith D 
Billie Laura Ann 
Billie Leon James 
Billie Leroy 
Billie Lisa 
Billie Loni Michelle 
Billie Louise 
Billie Lyle Vandell 
Billie Marcella Jim 
Billie Marcus Van 
Billie Margie Tess 
Billie Marked Alan 
Billie Mary 
Billie Mary Jane 
Billie Melissa Diana 
Billie Merle Shane 
Billie Michael Henson 
Billie Michelle Louise 
Billie Nathan Darryl 
Billie Nathan Joshua 
Billie Nichole Lynn 
Billie Nicole 
Billie Oliver 
Billie Rachel 
Billie Rachel Ann 
Billie Ralph Conley 
Billie Rebecca 
Billie Richard D. 

Billie Rinella M. 

Billie Rita Sue 
Billie Roger J 
Billie Rosa 
Billie Selena Maude 
Billie Shadoe Adrienne Justina 
Billie Shani Mae 
Billie Shaun Daniels 
Billie Shawn Derrick 
Billie Sr. Reuben Henry 
Billie Stephen Chad 
Billie Susan Erin 
Billie Tammy Lee 
Billie Terence Daniels 
Billie Theodore 
Billie Thomas Mark Allen 
Billie Timothy Cypress 
Billie Travis Rory 
Billie Troy Daniel 
Billie Vanessa Marie 
Billie Virginia Ann 
Billie Wanda Lee 
Billie Wynterdawn Rhonda 
Billie-Lamb Lucinda Leslie 
Billie-Shannon Laura 
Billlie Chad Michael 
Billy David Ingraham 
Billy Ian Christopher 
Billy Victoria Christine 
Tucker Osceola 
Bilodeau Dawn Marie 
Bishop Karen Marie 
Bishop Lydia Lois 
Bishop Sharon Lynn 
Bishop Wesley Eric 
Boone Gale 

Bowers Charlilee Seneca Joe 
Bowers David 
Bowers Karilee 
Bowers Kayla Leigh 
Bowers Michael 
Bowers Neal Martin 
Bowers Quannah Mark 
Bowers Toahooke Billidine 
Brady Alice Toni 


Branthoover Farrah 
Bratcher Bryan Scott 
Bratcher Gladys J. 

Buck Shane 
Burton Micki Jolene R. 
Buster Chestnut Jackson 
Buster Dana 
Buster Jessica Frances 
Buster Paul Ferlin 
Buster Robin 
Butera Barbara Anita 
Cabal Alicia Jane 
Caldwell Madelyn 
Caldwell Samuel Dakotah 
Campos Justin 
Cantu Maressa A. 

Cantu Michael Scott 
Cantu Miguel 
Capricien Ervina Osceola 
Carroll Ray-Paul John 
Chadwick Jennifer Lucretia 
Chalfant Jack Elliot 
Chalfant Jennifer Diane 
Chalfant Justin Edward 
Chang Linda Faye 
Cifuentes Shannon Marie 
Clark Phaydra Nichelle 
Coffman-Tiger Joey Lee 
Cohn Consuelo 
Colon Allen 
Colon Angelo Emanuel 
Colon Ismael Osceola 
Colon Miriam 
Coppedge Jr. Gene 
Coppedge Amy Crystal 
Coppedge Christalee 
Coppedge Gabriel 
Coppedge Nicole Marissa 
Cornelius Kahelote Jonas 
Cornelius Yoklot Jshawn 
Correa Leslie Ann 
Cortez Emily Ann 
Courson Tara Osceola 
Cox Amy Leah 
Craig Amber Anochee 
Cubis Peggy Jennie 
Cypress Aaron 
Cypress Agnes Nanette B. 
Cypress Amanda Earlene 
Cypress Amy Michelle 
Cypress Anthony Leo 
Cypress Ariana Celeste 
Cypress Arnold 
Cypress Barbara Ann 
Cypress Brian Lee 
Cypress Carla 
Cypress Charles Stanley 
Cypress Charley Whitney 
Cypress Courtney Taylor 
Cypress Dawna Lorraine 
Cypress Donna Lynn 
Cypress Eugene Myron 
Cypress Gail Lynn 
Cypress III Stanley 
Cypress Janine Catrina 
Cypress Jason 
Cypress Jr. Robert Donald 
Cypress Leatrice Beth 
Cypress Linda 
Cypress Louise 
Cypress Marcia Ann 
Cypress Olivia June 
Cypress Onnie Dallas 
Cypress Patrick 
Cypress Patrina Victoria 
Cypress Regina Jo 
Cypress Robert Blackfox 
Cypress Shannon 
Cypress Sonya Ruby 
Cypress Tayler Ann 
Cypress Tyrone John 
Cypress-Osceola Ericka T. 
Daniels Tom Tommie 
Daum Linda Ann 
Davis Bonnie Faye 
Davis Josie Nakita 
Davis Justin 
Davis Kenny Joe 
Davis Nikki Jo 
Davis Susan Renea 
DeHass Casey Daniel 
DeHass Deborah Louise 
DeHass Robert Paul 
DeHass Shelly Lynn 
Deitz Bruce Harvey 
Deitz Erica Marie 
Delphin-Bratcher Chelsea Jeanne 
Diaz Glory Leanne 


Dicarlo Nicholas Charles 
Dimas Amy Lee 
Doctor Courtney Michelle 
Doctor Devin Justin 
Doctor Doneshia Jane 
Doctor Gladys Ronelle 
Doctor Jenny 
Doctor Martha Ann 
Doctor Patrick 
Doctor Patrick Lawrence 
Doctor Richard Lee 
Doctor Ronnie Peter 
Doctor Susie Osceola 
Doctor Veronica Sue 
DoctorJr. David Joe 
Doney Kyle Richard 
Dorgan Britney Allison 
Dorgan Margie Alissa 
Dorgan Salina Nora 
Drake Ronald James 
Driggers Adale Aaron 
Driggers Julie Ann 
Eads Ellen Marie 
Edouard Tisha Jolene 
Emery Nicole Marie 
Entry Patty Jeanelle 
Escobar III Raul 
Farrior Jr. Theavin Renard 
Felton Lewis Osceola 
Fewell Richard Billie 
Ford Michelle Nina 
Ford Stella Marie 
Foreman Alicia Annette 
Foret Carol Jane 
Foret Tiffany Jeanette 
Foster Marlon James 
Frank Aaron Osceola 
Frank Alexandra Georgetta 
Frank Anthony 
Frank Anthony Benjamin 
Frank Diane 
Frank Elliott Martin 
Frank Erica Jane 
Frank Gary Ben 
Frank II Joel Matthew 
Frank III Robert Bronson 
Frank Kevin Ryan 
Frank Larry 
Frank Linda 
Frank Linda Marie 
Frank Nancy Osceola 
Frank Nick Nicholas 
Frank Rena Michelle 
Frank Sammy 
Frank Tiffany Nicole 
Frank Victor Morgan 
Frank William Benjamin 
Franklin Christine Jimmie 
Frederick Linda Mae 
Fredrick Merry Lynn 
Fredrick Philemon Robert 
Freeman Kyle Edwin 
Frias Fredona Jean 
Frias Jaunalupe Nina 
Garcia Adrian Linderth 
Garcia Angela Marie 
Garcia Billie Roberts 
Garcia Caitlyn Briana Donahoe 
Garcia Delois Gwyn 
Garcia Jr. Abelardo Edwin 
Garcia Jr. Alexander Ratliff 
Garcia Maggie Betsy 
Garcia Neka Lynn 
Garcia Wesley Guston 
Gamer Lacy Morgan 
Garza Allison Marie 
Garza Barbara Ann 
Garza Clarissa Michelle 
Garza Demi Marie 
Garza Dorianne Jana’E 
Garza Isabell 
Garza Jr Raymond John 
Garza Jr Roy 
Garza Justin 
Garza Manuel 
Garza Manuel Joshua 
Garza Nancy Osceola 
Garza Sr Raymond John 
Garza Sr Roy 
Gentry Michael Derek 
Gibson Daniel 
Gillen Christine 
Gillen Cocoa Javonne 
Gilliam III Rollie 
Gilliam Jr. Rollie 
Gilliam Tomasina Nichole 
Glover Alana Jumper 
Gomez Tatiania Luisa 


3E • The Seminole Tribune * April 29, 2011 


Gonzalez Guage John 
Gopher Christie Lynn 
Gopher Craig Darrin 
Gopher Hilliard John 
Gopher Justin John 
Gopher Kholt Thomas 
Gopher Leslie John 
Gopher Martin 
Gopher Myra Ellen 
Gopher Timothy Nolan 
Gopher-Meras Mariel Johnanna 
Gore James Lester 
Gore Jr. John Thomas 
Gore Patricia Lu 
Gore Randy Wayne 
Gore Sydney Ray 
Gore Vena Hanna 
Gore Willema Blayne 
Grant II James Edward 
Grant Rosie Lucy 
Grasshopper Jason Richard 
Grasshopper Joseph Michael 
Green Serena Michele 
Griffin Remus Lars 
Guerue Ciara Desiree 
Guidinger Frank Michael 
Guzman Gladys 
Hageman Chasity Nicole 
Hall Deana K 
Hall Deidra Julia 
Hall Dustin Eli 
Hall Jr. John 
Hall Jr. Mike 
Hall Santa Fe Clarissa 
Harjo Burton Lee 
Harjo Deealona Denise 
Harjo Ike Travis 
Harjo John 
Harjo Ramsey 
Harjo Roxie Elena 
Harjochee Briana Lynn 
Harjochee Stephanie Lorraine 
Harmon Donna Susan 
Harrell Kelly Louise 
Haught Kelley Danielle 
Haught Matthew Michael 
Hayling Valerie 
Henry Alana Nicole 
Henry Annie Osceola 
Henry Bobby 
Henry Colleen Osceola 
Henry Debbie Marie 
Henry Helena 
Henry Henrietta Osceola 
Henry James 
Henry Jamie Lee 
Henry Jerry 
Henry Joanie 
Henry Joey Wahoo 
Henry Jr. Tommy 
Henry Kaylin Rae 
Henry Kyle Richard 
Henry Linda Jane 
Henry Linda Lee 
Henry Linda Osceola 
Henry Matthew Lee 
Henry Richard 
Henry Susie Marie 
Hernandez Antonio 
Hernandez Cuauhtemo A1 
Herrera Christina 
Herrera Jose 
Hiatt Stephanie Lynn 
Hiers Joseph Billie 
Hill Robert Louis 
Hisler Samantha Juanita 
Holata Jay Elliot 
Holata Kevin Quinn 
Holata Valerie 
Holdiness Grace Osceola 
Holdiness Jasmine Rae 
Holdiness Jimmy Wayne 
Howard Jr. Larry Lee 
Huff Brett Morgan 
Huff Lisa Renee 
Huff Missy Chae 
Huff Shelby Lanae 
Huff Tanya Kay 
Huffman Jodi Michelle 
Huffman Kimberly Nicole 
Huggins Eteau Anita 
Huggins Ethel Joy 
Huggins Jr. Clifton Eugene 
Huggins Norman Jim 
Huggins Savannah Joy 
Hughes James Franklin 
Hughes Joseph Curtis 
Hughes Phelicia Ann 


Hunsinger Charlene Suzi 
Hunsinger Pierson Lee 
Jackson Alona Lee 
Jackson Johnny Lewis 
Jim Catlin Joey 
Jim Eddie 
Jim Herbert Rainey 
Jim Jade Adair 
Jim Juliet Alice 
Jim Kaniah Lou 
Jim Lorraine 
Jim Noel Lorraine 
Jim Rose Lee 
Jim Tina Lee 
Jim Waylon Hank 
Jimmie Cassandra Marie 
Jimmie Christopher Allen 
Jimmie Delphine Rachel 
Jimmie Jesse Joe 
Jimmie Joe Robert 
Jimmie Johnny Lee 
Jimmie Lisa Jay 
Jimmie Melinda Carla 
Jimmie Michael Jean 
Jimmie Peggy Doreen 
Jimmie Penny 
Jimmie Phillip Ira 
Jimmie Ronnie 
Jimmie Samantha Ann 
Jimmie Timesia 
Jimmie Vincent 
Jock Spencer Mark 
Johns Anita Lou 
Johns Anthony Hank 
Johns Billy Joe 
Johns Craig Ryan 
Johns Emma Vernice 
Johns Jean Jenny 
Johns Jr. Billie 
Johns Kyle Allen 
Johns Mary Nichole 
Johns Stephanie Krystina 
Jones Annette Michelle 
Jones Cassandra 
Jones Jennifer Louise O. 
Jones Jordan Ollie 
Jones Melanie Danielle 
Jones Sherrie Lynn 
Jones Shyla Cassie 
Jones Steven Anthony 
Josh Heather Nikole 
Josh Joni Helen 
Josh Joshua 
Josh Lucinda Jo 
Josh Maurina Sallie 
Josh Victoria 
Jumper Blue Jay 
Jumper Codene Shine 
Jumper Delores 
Jumper Jennifer 
Jumper Jerome Ray 
Jumper John 
Jumper Jr. Henry 
Jumper June Ashley 
Jumper Kiel Evans 
Jumper Lucinda Chrystal 
Jumper Morning Star 
Jumper Myra C 
Jumper Rhonda Sue 
Jumper Roy Struble 
Jumper Sara Mae 
Jumper Susie Cypress 
Jumper Symphoni 
Jumper-Frye Danielle Janine 
Keyser Jr. Richard 
Keyser Richard Allan 
King Catinna Laurel 
King Dalmonnia Jonelle 
King Gilbert Wayne 
King Joshua Leon 
King Jr. Dalmon 
King Mia Pilar 
Kippenberger Courtney Ann 
Kippenberger David Jerome 
Kippenberger Joseph Scott 
Kippenberger LaVonne Maria 
Kittle II Kenneth David 
Kittle Randi Joy 
Lacey Jr. Malcom Pierce 
Lacey Melissa Jane DeVito 
Lara Jesse Raymond 
Lara Jr. Antonio 
Lara Maggie 
Lawson Tina DeVito 
Lue Kristin Marie 
Lytle Farrah Leeann 
Macelroy Adam Jimmy 
Macelroy Nelson Lee 


Machevelli Carmelena- 
Capriella Paula-Michelle Ibella 
MacLennan Shirley Mae 
Madison Amanda Raye 
Madrigal Howard J 
Madrigal James Barnett 
Maritnez America Marie 
Marrero Elijah Devaughn 
Marrero III Efrain 
Marrero Jr. Efrain 
Marrero Lazara Lanae’ 
Marrero Sylvia Lee 
Marrero Tabitha Elizabeth 
Martin Jenice Jeanine 
Martinez Jennie 
Martinez Juanita Pequeno 
Martinez Toni 
Mata Erica Ann 
Mata Janet 
Mata Jr. Miguel 
Maus Anthony Kevin 
Maus Joseph Cy 
McCabe Rita Jayne 
McDonald Randee Lee 
McDonald Sarah Marrero 
McDuffie Jenna Marie 
Mclnturff Allen Ray 
Mclnturff Cheyenne Shaye 
Melton Nelda Vanessa 
Micco Charlie B. 

Micco Leon Brandon 
Micco Leta Jean 
Micco Sherri Marie 
Miller Kerwin Lynne 
Mitchell Virginia May 
Moore Mary 
Mora Moleana Marie 
Morehouse David Wayne 
Morehouse Halbert Ellis 
Morehouse Mary Lucille 
Motlow Adam James 
Motlow Bonnie Lou 
Motlow Cody Jack 
Motlow Cody Jacquiline 
Motlow Courtney Leann 
Motlow Curtis Benny 
Motlow Curtis Knight 
Motlow Davina Marie 
Motlow Deanna Lynn 
Motlow Larry 
Motlow Louise 
Motlow Miranda Lynn 
Motlow Nancy 
Motlow Tamecia (Clarence) 
Motlow Thomasine 
Motlow Timothy Henry 
Motlow Vince Ross 
Motlow Virgil Benny 
Muro Courtney Renee 
Nelson Adam Earl 
Nelson Andrea Dee 
Nelson David Earl 
Nelson David James 
Nelson III Henry Samuel 
Nelson Jr. Theodore Scott 
Nelson Michael Thomas 
Nelson Terrijo Denise 
Nelson William Scott 
North Jr. Robert Cloud 
Nunez Dallas 
Nunez Jr. David 
Nunez Rhonda Yvonne 
Nunez Sr. Daniel 
Nunez Theresa Ann 
O’Donnell Noella Dyan 
Olea Elizabeth Tiger 
Osceola Adam Brantley 
Osceola Adam King 
Osceola Amy 
Osceola Angelo Daniel 
Osceola Anita 
Osceola Anita Marie 
Osceola Anthony Lee 
Osceola Blake Hamilton 
Osceola Bobby 
Osceola Brandon Joe 
Osceola Brian Christopher 
Osceola Candice Sharon 
Osceola Charlie Kandi Toole 
Osceola Chief Charlie Jumper 
Osceola Christian Tyrone 
Osceola Connie 
Osceola Curtis Allen 
Osceola Daniel Travor 
Osceola David Bruce 
Osceola Diane 
Osceola Doreen Michelle 
Osceola Douglas McKinley 


Osceola Drew James 
Osceola Duane Howdy 
Osceola Duane Richard 
Osceola Ehricka Ann 
Osceola Frances Jumper 
Osceola Gem Thorpe 
Osceola George Henry 
Osceola Geraldine Lee 
Osceola Gloria Lois 
Osceola Heather Joyce 
Osceola Helen 
Osceola Howard Darrin 
Osceola Ida Frances 
Osceola II Guy Robert 
Osceola II Larry Mike 
Osceola III Petties Corey 
Osceola Jamieann McKenzie 
Osceola Jane Jim 
Osceola Jason D. 

Osceola Jason Gabriel 
Osceola Jeffery Lee 
Osceola Jennifer Sue 
Osceola Jessica Ann 
Osceola Jody Lynn 
Osceola Jr. Charlie 
Osceola Jr. Jimmy 
Osceola Jr. John Mckinley 
Osceola Jr. OB White 
Osceola Jr. Russell 
Osceola Jr. Samuel C 
Osceola Juanita Carlene 
Osceola Justine Morgan 
Osceola Karie Jo 
Osceola Keyah Michelle 
Osceola Larry 
Osceola Mallory Leigh 
Osceola Mary Dona 
Osceola Maverick Styles 
Osceola Melody Ann 
Osceola Michael Draco 
Osceola Momingstar 
Osceola Nicki Louise 
Osceola Oneva 
Osceola Owachige Elice 
Osceola Patrick Sterling 
Osceola Peggy Kim 
Osceola Ramsey Alexander 
Osceola Randy Lee 
Osceola Ray 
Osceola Ricky James 
Osceola Rowdey Lee 
Osceola Rudy 
Osceola Ruth 
Osceola Ryan John 
Osceola Ryan Wayne 
Osceola Sally Kristie Johnette 
Osceola Shelli Mae 
Osceola Sr. OB White 
Osceola Summer Tada 
Osceola Teddy Miles 
Osceola Tina Marie 
Osceola Todd Kevin 
Osceola Travis Ryan 
Osceola Trudy Jo 
Osceola Victor Phillip 
Osceola Virginia 
Osceola Whitney Leigh Ruth 
Osceola-Branch Emily Raissa 
Osceola-Hahn Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn Peter Andrew 
Osceola-Trinder Jo-Lin Dawn 
Otero Heath Bouton 
Otero Matthew John 
Otero Megan Jean 
Otero Rita Rhea 
Otero Sawena Mae 
Pacheco Anthony Edward 
Pacheco Jimmy Joe 
Pacheco Naomi 
Pacheco Thalia Savannah 
Pacheco Travis Quentin 
Pelkey Caryn Elizabeth 
Pelkey Frances Jimmie 
Pelkey Nicole Danyl 
Pequeno Cecilia 
Perez Cynthia Jane 
Perez Jr. Mauro S. 

Perez Maxine Tucker 
Perez Solita Murina 
Perez Sophia Pauline 
Perez Tilda Jean 
Perlmutter Ari Benjamin 
Perlmutter Zachary Bernard 
Peterson Heather Lynn 
Petrillo Kyla Jae 
Pewo Jr. Damon Leo 
Pewo Kaylynn Denise 
Pewo Tallbird Richard 


Phillips Racheal Justine 
Philpott Stephanie Lynn 
Piz Joyce 

Plunkett Christopher Lee 
Porter Billie Jo 
Porter Maggie 
Posada Alexandra Dawn 
Posada Lorraine Maurene 
Primeaux Christopher Dent 
Primeaux Jr. Mitchell Roy 
Primeaux Marlys 
Primeaux Prima Sue 
Puente Maggie Mary 
Purvis Shannon Lydia 
Randall Anson Paul 
Requena Sonja Jean 
Richardson Jackson Tiger 
Richardson Joseph Charles 
Rios Sylvia Renee 
Robbins Breanna Gail 
Robbins John Franklin 
Robbins Sterling James 
Robbins Tara Dale 
Robenstein Jr. Bernard John 
Roberts Armida 
Roberts Eugene Douglas 
Roberts Falon Amber 
Roberts Lenora Marlene 
Rodriguez Cynthia Ann 
Rodriguez Jonathan Ray 
Rodriguez Jordan Nathaniel 
Rodriguez Joseph David 
Rodriguez Krystal Lin 
Root Jr. Patapony 
Russell Eva Ann 
Sampson Pittman Jason 
Sanchez Amelia Renee 
Sanchez Courtney Lissitte 
Sanchez Diane Lena 
Sanchez III Tony 
Sanchez Jeremiah Lee 
Sanchez Jr. Rafael 
Sanchez Mary Lee 
Sanchez Paula Lynn 
Sanchez Rosemarie Miranda 
Sanchez Sr. Rafael 
Sanchez Stacey Lynn 
Sanchez Toni Ashley 
Sanders Jr. Eric Douglas 
Sanders Kory Dion 
Santana Kattiria Billie 
Santiago Ashley Thekera 
Santiago Camillie Alyson 
Santiago Daniel E. Osceola 
Santiago Joseph Randall 
Santiago Randy 
Sauls Lindsay Byrd 
Sauls Zane Sebastian 
Sayen Priscilla Doctor 
Scheffler Dorothy Alice 
Schre filer Angela Christine 
Sedotal Susy Marie 
Shaffer II Michael Jeffery 
Shannon Kayla Marie 
Sharp Daniell Avanita 
Sherlock Roberta Martinez 
Shore Brenda Elizabeth 
Shore Brian Grant 
Shore Brown 
Shore Elizabeth 
Shore Jim 

Simmons April Felicia 
Simmons Clayton Scott 
Simmons II Keith Mitchell 
Simmons Mayra Enid Osceola 
Simmons Sierra Ashley 
Sirota Anahhna Jos-Lin 
Sisneroz Amanda Lee 
Sisneroz Chisa Ann 
Sisto Joseph James 
Slavik Connie 
Smith Corey Alexander 
Smith Danielle Kristina 
Smith Delia Marlene 
Smith Derrick 
Smith Edith Ann 
Smith Jackie Leona 
Smith Jahna Tucson 
Smith Jamie Tulane 
Smith Joshua Phillip 
Smith Kelly Rene 
Smith Lauri Beth 
Smith Maryann Marie 
Smith Stephanie Nicole Wanema 
Smith Suraiya Tiffany 
Smith Tina Marie 
Smith Tommie Jumper 
Smith Tracey 


Smith Walter Daniels 
Sneed Crystal Leshun 
Sneed Hope Patrice 
Sneed Joshua Leon 
Sneed Sheree Denise 
Snow Earle Jenson 
Snow Elbert 
Snow Wendi Ann 
Sotelo-Diaz Shirley Ann 
Spencer Ashley Nicole 
Spencer Bret Noah 
Spencer Kelsey Joel 
Stewart Roy Charles 
Stivers David Allen 
Stockton Antillis Nehemiah 
Stockton Celeste Theresa 
Stockton Gabriel Jamal 
Stockton Jane Barbara 
Stockton La’Shara Jimika 
Stockton Onesmius Matthias 
Stokes Jr. Dean Tommie 
Stokes Marie Clarissa 
Stokes Sr. Dean Tommie 
Storm Chelsea May 
Stout Ernest Keith 
Sweat Alice Johns 
Targ Brandon Henry 
Teele Frances Jumper 
Thomas Brittany Shantel 
Thomas Dillon Cole 
Thomas Jamenia Latacy 
Thomas Latoyia Talacey 
Thompson Arthur Rory 
Tiger Alesha Raye 
Tiger Angela Susan 
Tiger Billie Kerri 
Tiger Clarissa Lindsay 
Tiger Deandra Rogene 
Tiger Edward 
Tiger Eric Lee 
Tiger III Charlie Jackson 
Tiger Iretta June 
Tiger Jewel 
Tiger Jr. Calvin Lee 
Tiger Jr. Charlie Jackson 
Tiger Jr. Richard Barry 
Tiger Jr. Rufus 
Tiger Kashane Stephen 
Tiger Larry James 
Tiger Madison Alan 
Tiger Manuel Dwight 
Tiger Marlissa Angnette 
Tiger Mary Agnes 
Tiger Melissa Rose 
Tiger Michael Dwight 
Tiger Rhiannon Dianne 
Tiger Robert William 
Tiger Ryan Andrew 
Tiger Summer Leigh Anne 
Tigertail Demetria Danae 
Tigertail Marina Rene 
Timothy Antonio Leon 
Timothy Derrick Tyrone 
Timothy Shavonta Javoy 
Timothy Tirell Otavius 
Timothy Travelis Antwan 
Timothy Tremaine N. 
Tommie Aaron Stephen 
Tommie Alexander Rodregus 
Tommie Angelo Eugene 
Tommie Arlene Melissa 
Tommie Brenda Lee 
Tommie Brian Jimmy 
Tommie Bruce Keith 
Tommie Carlton Dontu 
Tommie Cynthia Marianne 
Tommie Ebony Lasha 
Tommie James Matthew 
Tommie Jr. Jerry Mann 
Tommie Jr. Kevin Desmond 
Tommie Jr. Marty Maurice 
Tommie Jr. Shamy T 
Tommie Karissa Marquita 
Tommie Kelly 
Tommie Kevin 
Tommie Kinya 
Tommie Kristicia Monique 
Tommie Lance Hank 
Tommie Lavontae Maurico 


Tommie Lawanda Yvonne 
Tommie Leon Sam 
Tommie Marlon Lorenzo 
Tommie Marty 
Tommie Mary Lucy 
Tommie Maxie Lee 
Tommie Mike 
Tommie O’Hara Marcellus 
Tommie Quentin Dwayne 
Tommie Sally Rene 
Tommie Shamy T. 

Tommie Sr. Marty Maurice 
Tommie Sylvia Ann 
Tommie Tammy Eyevette 
Tommie Tony Austin 
Tommie Virginia Mae 
Torres Doreen Rose 
Trievel-Zickefoose Kirsti Leigh 
Tsosie Jerilynn Tracie 
Tubby Jr. Marcell Reece 
Tucker Alexander Frank 
Tucker Alfred Roy 
Tucker Alice 
Tucker Anna Rose 
Tucker III Johnny C 
Tucker Jimmy Randolph 
Tucker Rosavell 
Tucker Whitney Reanell 
Turtle Adam Ray 
Turtle Jack William 
Turtle Jessica Rae 
Turtle Melanie Rena 
Urbina Nikki Nichol 
Venzor Allen Michael 
Venzor Jr. Dominic Porter 
Waggerby Jr. Gary Neal 
Walden Naomi Lea Brack 
Whidden Perrie Brett 
Whitaker Dennis Osceola 
Whitlow Christopher Michael 
Wilcox Ashley Leann 
Wilcox Leon Junior 
Wilcox Margaret 
Williams Amanda J. 
Williams Andrea Polly 
Williams Brandi Katrina 
Williams Josiah Clifford 
Willie Jeffery Sam 
Willie Kimberly Carol 
Willie Randi Lee 
Wilson Erik Gardner 
Wilson Marla Henry 
Wilson Russell Chip 
Yescas Brittany Tatum 
Yescas Cuauhtemoc Alexander 
Yescas Megan Jonelle 
Yescas Ryan Dane 
Young Angel Elise Cypress 
Young Elliot Audris 
Young Sr. Tous Jumper 
Youngblood Dean Cameron 
Youngman Rita Michelle 
Yzaguirre Amy Ann 
Yzaguirre Brittany Lee 
Yzaguirre Cleofas Steven 
Yzaguirre Edward Luis 
Yzaguirre Gil Lee 
Yzaguirre Hortencia Ida 
Yzaguirre III Raynaldo 
Yzaguirre Jaime Lyn 
Yzaguirre Jr. Cleofas 
Yzaguirre Jr. Daniel 
Yzaguirre Marie Cruz 
Yzaguirre Noah Peter 
Yzaguirre Norita Christine 
Yzaguirre Rebecca Jane 
Yzaguirre Sheena Marie 
Zepeda Brian Manuel 
Zepeda Douglas Cory 
Zepeda Lee Anthony 
Zepeda Pedro Osceola 
Zepeda Wanda Joyce 
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The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC) . We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 
Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 



We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 


The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 

- ' 

If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 






Become a Fan on 

facebook. 





Smithsonian 
Affiliate Membership 
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58.4% 



James E. Billie 

Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Chairman 

Mitchell Cypress 26.1% 

Holly Tiger 15.4% 


39.0% 



Tony Sanchez, Jr. 

STOF, Inc. President 

Moses B. Osceola 27.3% 

Richard Bowers, Jr. 21.7% 

Amy Johns 12.0% 


64.8% 


64.1% 


54.6% 


43.3% 



Manuel M. Tiger 

Big Cypress 
Council Representative 

David R. Cypress 35.2% 



Andrew J. 
Bowers, Jr. 

Brighton 

Council Representative 
Roger Smith 35.8% 



Marcellus W. 
Osceola, Jr. 

Hollywood 

Council Representative 

Max B. Osceola 25.5% 
Gordon O. Wareham 16.3% 
William Johns 3.6% 



Joe Frank 

Big Cypress 
Board Representative 

Paul Bowers, Sr. 39.5% 
Clifton L. Billie 17.1% 


Tie Vote 


Winner 

To Be Announced 
Next Issue 


46.0% 


Brighton 

Board Representative 



Christopher 

Osceola 

Hollywood 
Board Representative 

Jason Don Billie 21 .4% 
Joe Dan Osceola 20.0% 
James Holt 12.7% 


Naples Celebrates Mother’s Day 
at Marco Beach Resort 



Judy Weeks 

Jessica and Marissa Osceola give their mother, Sandy, a hug before encouraging her to join 
them for a dance to the live band at the Naples Mother’s Day Celebration. Tribal mothers of 
the Naples Community were given a choice of a facial, massage or wrap in the spa at the 
Marco Beach Ocean Resort, prior to sharing a family banquet with live entertainment and 
then joining their children on the beach on the afternoon of May 8. 

Please see Mother’s Day section on page ID 


Generations Reflect on Hollywood 
Reservation 100th Anniversary 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS toward family. 


Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The historic 
100th anniversary of the Hollywood 
Reservation has spanned generations 
with progress from dirt roads and 
chickee camps, to present day gaming 
and entertainment. 

As the June 28, 1911 milestone 
approaches next month, three 
generations of Seminoles reminisced 
on its significance, impact and the 
future. 

As the oldest surviving member 
of the Big Town Clan, Tribal elder 
Minnie Doctor was born on the 
Hollywood Reservation to a family 
known for its practice of medicine 
or more appropriately known among 
Tribal citizens as medicine-men/ 
women, hence the last name of Doctor. 
She remembers a simpler time free of 
outside influences with a dedication 


“I like the old way of living better. 
We could go out and just hunt for what 
we needed,” Doctor said speaking 
exclusively in her native tongue of 
Mikasuki with the help of niece and 
interpreter, Dora Tiger. “I remember 
the men would go out and hunt for 
frogs and we (the wives) would stay 
home. We never had to go out to the 
store.” 

“Back then there were also a lot 
of Indians, but there does not seem to 
be very many now,” the 84-year-old 
continued. 

As one of the faces of the Tribe 
for over two decades, former 13 -time 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. also spoke of days past 
growing up without the luxuries of 
today while at one time living in a one 
room house with his entire family. 

Please see ANNIVERSARY on page 2A 


Miss Florida Seminole Competes in Miss Indian World 2011 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Reporter 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — And your 
new 2011 -20 1 2 Miss Indian World is ... . 

These are words Cassandra Jimmie, the 
reigning 2010-11 Miss Florida Seminole 
Princess and 25 other bright, ambitious 
young women anxiously waited to hear 
center stage as the annual competition came 
to a close. 

Representing 35 Tribes across 12 states 
and Canada, Jimmie participated in the 
event with hopes of winning the crown. 

In the end however, Marjorie Tahbone 
of the Inupiaq/Kiowa Tribe of Nome, Alaska 
captured the title of the new Miss Indian 
World in front of thousands and received a 
ceremonial honor song to welcome her. 

The once in a lifetime honor was part 
of the prestigious Gathering of Nations 
PowWow in its 28th year taking place at the 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Albuquerque 
and the University of New Mexico’s “The 
Pit” running April 28-30. 

Jimmie, an Immokalee Reservation 
native and current Orlando college student, 
said although she was unable to bring home 
the crown and it remains elusive for a 
Florida Seminole Tribal citizen, it was great 
to be a part of the experience. 

“It was an honor just being there to 
represent the Tribe. It took some courage to 
go out there to speak and just be out there 
and have knowledge about your Tribe and 
represent them to the best of your ability,” 


Jimmie said. “It was also a great experience 
because not only was I there to represent the 
Tribe, but I walked away having new friends 
I met and learned more about other Tribes.” 

In a jam-packed week of activities, 
Jimmie and her fellow contestants were 
judged in the areas of Tribal knowledge 
(or traditional talent), dance ability, public 
speaking and personality assessment. 

“I think this experience taught her to 
converse with other people about things that 
are of interest to them and brought her out 
of her shell,” said Wanda Bowers, Princess 
Committee chairwoman. “I was really proud 
of her.” 

Beulah Sunrise-Rau, 15 -year Miss 
Indian World Committee member and co- 
announcing veteran said an event such 
as this strengthened Tribal unity among 
Jimmie and the other females. 

“Native women are the backbone of our 
Tribes and this type of venue was a perfect 
opportunity for them to grow and strengthen 
our Native people,” Sunrise-Rau said. 

The concept for Miss Indian World 
originated in 1983 in Albuquerque, N.M., 
allowing indigenous, young women from 
all over North America to compete for the 
prestigious crown. The crown is selected by 
acquiring points in a variety of categories, 
and the contestant must be knowledgeable 
about her Tribe and its traditions. At the end 
of a five day competition, the contestant 
with the highest accumulated points will 

Please see INDIAN WORLD on page 6A 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra 
Jimmie, center, on stage with her fellow contestants 
of the new Miss Indian World and Gathering of 
Nations PowWow festivities held on the University of 
New Mexico’s campus April 28-30. 


Museum’s Seminole Heritage Day Highlights Tribe’s Culture 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School sophomore Tequesta Tiger, left, and Ahfachkee School 
instructional aide Celesta Osceola, right, are taking a deep look at the 
Seminole chickee exhibit of the Clewiston Museum during Seminole 
Heritage Day on April 28. 


B Y NAJI T O BIAS 
Reporter 

CLEWISTON — It was all about the Tribe at the Clewiston 
Museum for Seminole Heritage Day on April 28. 

To kick off what was Clewiston’s 25th annual Sugar Festival, 
members of both the Big Cypress Tribal community and the city of 
Clewiston, along with students from the Ahfachkee School and a variety 
of schools in the Clewiston area, witnessed the historic occasion as a 
slew of speakers talked about the importance of having such an event 
at the Sugar Festival. 

Seminole Heritage Day began outside of the Clewiston Museum 
with a special welcome from Clewiston Museum Chairperson/master 
of ceremonies Brenda Lopez, who noted that the city’s museum was 
“very happy” to be hosting this inaugural event. 

An invocation from Clewiston Museum’s Butch Wilson followed, 
as the historian highlighted the prayer with best wishes for a long- 
standing relationship between the Tribe, the Clewiston Museum and 
the city of Clewiston. 

Later on in the 30-minute long ceremony, Hendry County 
Commissioner Karson Turner and Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller 

Please see HERITAGE on page 4A 
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ANNIVERSARY 

From page 1A 


“I like the traditional way we once lived but I also 
like the convenience of the modern way too, you can 
live in both,” Osceola said. 

He has helped organize several planned celebrations 
for the centennial in the coming months. 

“I have seen us (as Seminoles) in my lifetime go 
from where other people had to buy us clothes and 
shoes, to where now we can give back to the community. 
We have gone from dependent to where we are now 
independent. We rely on ourselves now,” Osceola said. 

He said he is part of a dream his elders envisioned 
in 1957 when the Tribe established itself as a viable, 
sovereign government/nation with the United States 
government. 

“The children of my generation are now fulfilling 
the dream and vision the Tribal elders originally had,” 
he said. “I feel that in our hearts and in our minds we 
can still remember the past and keep our culture.” 

Osceola and Tribal citizen Virgil Doctor, son 
of elder Minnie Doctor, feel that beyond the multi- 
faceted innovation and success the Tribe maintains in 
business and financial ventures remains a long standing 
determination and perseverance many of the younger 
generation must uphold. 

“What you do in life does not make who you are,” 


Osceola said. “Just because we are in business now does 
not mean we are not still Seminoles. Just because we 
are successful in one thing does not mean we can not be 
successful in our culture, as well.” 

“It is the responsibility of our elders to teach our 
youth about the past,” he continued. 

Virgil Doctor feels there must be a balance of self- 
sufficiency and pride among the youth of today, tribal- 
wide. 

“Respect who you are and respect your clan. Now- 
a-days the younger generation does not even know our 
language. Depend on yourself; do not depend on the 
white man,” Virgil Doctor said. “When I grew up we 
did not have all of this we have now. Most of the time I 
went to school without shoes and would wear the same 
clothes two to three times in a row.” 

Generation- Y Seminole and aspiring hip-hop artist 
Stephen Billie is trying to use the advice of Virgil 
Doctor and others overcoming substance abuse, tragedy 
and other obstacles in his young life. 

The 2 5 -year-old married father of two has produced 
over six CDs in his career. He continues to redirect 
his life in a positive way receiving his GED in 2007 
and is currently a management trainee in the Tribal 
Headquarters Chief Operations Office. 

“The kids need to invest in the Tribe,” Billie said. “I 
am a prime example of change and it has been a blessing 
to be a part of the (100th anniversary) process.” 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Council Rep. Osceola gives an in-depth 
perspective with members of Seminole Media Productions 
under the famed Council Oak Tree on the meager lifestyle 
of Tribal citizens on the reservation in the 1950s and 1960s. 





Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Virgil Doctor talks about growing up on the 
Hollywood Reservation in the 1960s. 


Left photo, Tribal citizen 
Stephen Billie and Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. talk about 
preserving the Seminole 
culture in modern times 
as part of the 100th 
anniversary of the 
Hollywood Reservation, 
which was established 
in June of 1911. 

Right photo, Tribal elder 
Minnie Doctor, left, 
speaks about times 
past on the Hollywood 
Reservation in her native 
tongue of Mikasuki with 
the help of her niece and 
interpreter, Dora Tiger. 

Chris C. Jenkins 
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Community A 


Tribal Council Convenes for 
Special Session in Fort Pierce 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FORT PIERCE — Tribal Council met on the Fort Pierce 
Reservation for a special meeting passing 12 resolutions and 
ordinances on its April 26 agenda including: 

• Seventh Amendment to the Twenty-Third Annual Work 
Plan submitted to the South Florida Water Management District by 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency grant 
application for funding of the fiscal year 2012 Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Watershed Management Base Program for all Seminole 
Indian Reservations 

• Policy and Procedure for the use of Tribal aircraft; 
rescission of Resolution No.C- 154-02 

• U.S Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, 
Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, monitoring, apprehending, 
registering and tracking (smart) fiscal year 2011 support for Adam 
Walsh Act Implementation Grant Program application for the 
Seminole Police Department; ratification 

• Megabingo, Inc. Master Gaming Device Lease and 
License Agreement; ratification 

• Seminole Tribal Court Ordinance 

• Seminole Tribal Court Judicial Commission Ordinance 

• Approval of agreement between the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and SL Williams Consulting Corp. for the Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation Water/Sewer/Blend Water extension- 
directional bore; limited waiver of sovereign immunity if required 


Tribe Plays Integral Role in Immokalee Harvest Festival 2011 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — It has been 51 years 
since the small agricultural community in Collier 
County known as Immokalee organized its first 
Harvest Festival. The Seminoles were an integral 
part of the first celebration in 1960 and played an 
important role in the coordination of Immokalee 
Harvest Festival 2011 on April 15-17. 

"Our Seminole ancestors were the first 
people to harvest crops in the Everglades region 
that eventually became Immokalee, and they 
continue to be a part of the agricultural chain 
today," said Immokalee Seminole Culture 
Coordinator Geraldine Osceola. "Their farming 
techniques varied dramatically from today's 
methods but the final goal was the same. Crops 
are planted, nourished and harvested as a food 
source and everyone looks forward to a successful 
harvest." 

Tribal Citizen Grace Osceola Holdiness 
was the first Seminole graduate from Immokalee 
High School and the first Immokalee Harvest 
Festival Queen in 1965. There have been no other 
Seminole contenders in the queen competition 
until this year when Lauren Posada and Randee 
Osceola competed for Junior Miss Harvest 
Festival with three other entrants. 

The 2011 Harvest Queen pageant took place 
on the evening of April 1 5 at the Entertainment 
Pavilion of the Seminole Casino Immokalee. 


Veteran Pageant Director Joanne Loukonen 
coordinated the event, which included interviews, 
talent and modeling competition. 

Working on a point system, the judges rated 
Randee Osceola with the highest score on the 
interview questions and she sang "Sawgrass 
Flower" by James Billie for her talent review. 
Lauren Posada recited poetry and received 
creativity recognition that resulted in her being 
selected as the First Runner Up for Junior Miss 
Harvest Festival. 

Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny 
Joe Davis orchestrated the construction of a 
chickee with a garden and campfire on a trailer 
for the Cultural Department to decorate and enter 
in the Festival Parade on the morning of the 16th. 
Community members playing the role of their 
ancestors completed the image of a traditional 
Seminole campsite on the award-winning float. 

Making its way down the main street of 
Immokalee, the procession traveled through the 
Seminole Ranch and ended in the rear parking 
lot of the Seminole Casino Immokalee, which 
had been converted into the Harvest Festival 
Marketplace. 

Mountains of fresh produce, Seminole arts 
and crafts, homemade preserves, woodwork, 
jewelry and souvenirs representing multiple 
cultures awaited the participants. Traditional 
Seminole cooking, Jamaican Jerk, Mexican, 

Please see HARVEST on page 10A 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, 
Nancy Motlow, Amy Yzaguirre and Larissa Delarosa 
represent Seminole heritage in the Immokalee Harvest 
Festival 2011 parade on April 15. 


2011 Tribal Election Results Announced 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Priscilla Sayen Secretary of Tribal Council and Corporate Board of Directors stands outside of the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium on the Hollywood 
Reservation in the early hours of May 10 to announce the much anticipated voting results for Tribal Council and Board positions in front of anxious 
Tribal citizens and candidates. 


Clewiston Sugar Festival Celebrates Its 25th Anniversary 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

CLEWISTON — As the nation's 
largest raw and refined sugar producer, 
the South Florida sugar industry has made 
Clewiston "America's Sweetest Town." 
To show community appreciation, the 
City of Clewiston and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida united in celebration of the 
25th Anniversary of the Clewiston Sugar 
Festival during the week of April 23 
through 30. 

The history of Hendry County and 
the town of Clewiston is closely entwined 
with the history of the Seminoles, who 
established campsites in the northern 
region of the Everglades that borders on 
the southern shores of Lake Okeechobee. 

Dating back to the 1930s, the Florida 
sugar industry began to impact the 
economy of the agricultural growth in 
the area. It created jobs, contributed to 
the local income and participated in the 


establishment of public services, schools 
and programs to meet the needs of its 
employees and the surrounding community 
of which the Seminoles were a part. 

The Sugar F estival has become a means 
to show appreciation to the sugar industry, 
which is responsible for approximately 
25 percent of the sugar produced in the 
United States. Dating back more than 80 
years, the event coincided with the end of 
the annual sugarcane harvest. By 1986 the 
festival was established to showcase the 
community and unite family, friends and 
neighbors. 

Welcoming community members 
and visitors to the Silver Anniversary of 
the Sugar Festival, Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger said, "The Seminole 
Tribe is thrilled to be sponsoring an event 
with such history and tradition. Many of 
the activities taking place this year will 
include Tribal participation and hopefully 
will create many lasting memories." 

Nineteen local young women took part 
in the Miss Sugar 2011 
Pageant that kicked 
off the celebration on 
the evening of April 
23 at the John Boy 
Auditorium. Following 
talent and history 
presentations, 18-year- 
old Tonie Tolar was 
awarded the crown and 
began her reign over 
the activities of the 
Festival. 

The Seminole 
Tribe of Florida 
commissioned a 

large chickee to be 
constructed by Tribal 
citizen Jeremiah Hall 
at the comer of the City 
of Clewiston Youth 
Center. Strategically 
placed for year round 
use, the stmcture 
was dedicated during 
a Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony on the 


afternoon of April 29. 

Representing the Big Cypress 
Community on behalf of Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, Cicero Osceola gave a brief 
presentation regarding the constmction 
of the chickee and its multiple functions. 
He said, "This is not only a shelter, but a 
symbol of the unity of our communities. 
Together we are building a future for the 
next generation who will continue the 
tradition." 

City of Clewiston Mayor Richard 
Miller said, "Through the sponsorship 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, this 
year's Silver Anniversary is proving to 
be the biggest festival in our history. We 
are extremely grateful for their ongoing 
friendship and partnership, which has 
become a part of our heritage. A bronze 
plaque commemorating this occasion 
is being affixed to the chickee for future 
generations to share our relationship." 

Tribal citizens Cicero Osceola, Ricky 
Doctor, Billy Walker and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum representatives were joined by 
Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller, Vice 
Mayor James Pitman, City Commissioner 
Joseph Miller, City Manager Steve 
McKown, Hendry County Commissioner 
A1 Perry and Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar 
to officiate at the Chickee Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony. 

Immediately following the slicing of 
the ribbon, Friday Fest with the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Star Search winners 
got underway at Sugar Festival Park. 
Fourteen-year-old Shelli Tiger provided an 
opening performance with songs of faith 
and love that had an immense impact upon 
her audience. 

Leading off with her first single, "My 
Hero", Tori Osceola caught the attention 
of all age groups with her four selections 
of popular musical hits. Both young 
ladies were surrounded by fans seeking 
autographs and an opportunity to talk with 
the young professionals as they descended 
from the stage. 

Star Search grand prize winner David 

Please see SUGAR FESTIVAL on page 9A 



Judy Weeks 

Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar visited the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum booth 
to learn about Seminole heritage at the 25th Anniversary of the 
Sugar Festival in Clewiston during the week of April 23. 


Second Annual Music and Arts Festival 
Returns to Big Cypress 



Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Tribal musicians Zach and Spencer Battiest perform their song ‘The Storm,’ a North 
American Indigenous Image Award nominee, on stage for guests as part of the second annual 
Music and Arts Festival and Car Show at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Grounds on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. The weekend featured Tribal musical performances, carnival rides, art, a clothing 
contest and other entertainment, including a custom car show with prizes and raffles held April 
15-16. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal youth Lauren Doctor enjoys a coaster ride at the carnival. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Alligator wrestler Billy Walker performs a popular and traditional trick called the ‘Everglades Kiss’ 
during his demonstration. 

See more photos on page 10A 
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SUBWAY Spokesman James Billie Visits Diabetic Research Institute 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Suzanne Davis, manager of the Tribe’s Allied Health Program, 
talks to Diabetic Research Institute specialists about the effects 
of the diabetes epidemic among the Tribe. 


Billie, second from left, along with special guests receive a personal tour of the Diabetic Research 
Institute facilities in Miami April 20 from President and Chief Executive Officer Robert Pearlman, 
far right, as part of establishing a future partnership with the Tribe. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen and SUBWAY diabetic menu spokesman James Billie, left, together 
with Camillo Ricordi, professor and cell specialist with the Diabetic Research 
Institute. 

“Our current Chairman (Mitchell Cypress) has been an inspiration (as a diabetic) 
in my involvement in being a part of the DRI tour and SUBWAY work. If he can be 
taken and made strong again, I thought it was a great idea to get more involved,” 
Billie said. 


HERITAGE 

From page 1A 


read out written letters by Fla. Gov. Rick Scott and the City 
of Clewiston, respectively, as both letters of proclamations 
highlighted the recognition of Seminole Heritage Day from the 
state’s highest elected official. 

Tribal citizen Everett Osceola, who stood in for Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, shared some words of appreciation 
for the Clewiston Museum’s recognition of the Tribe. 

“I’m glad to share a lot of our world with yours,” Everett 
Osceola said. “When you become an open cup, you can fill 
everything you can within that cup. If you go inside the museum, 
you’ll see that we’ve always been here and have our fingerprints 
throughout Florida.” 

Not long after Everett Osceola’s brief words, attendants of 
Seminole Heritage Day were afforded the opportunity to take 
a tour of the Clewiston Museum, which features a Seminole- 
themed exhibit. 

“I know of a lot of people who have never been to the Big 
Cypress Reservation but would come to learn about our Seminole 
history at the Clewiston Museum,” Celesta Osceola said. “People 
around here can get some knowledge about the Seminoles.” 

Students from all of the Clewiston-area schools and the 
Ahfachkee School, including Ahfachkee sophomore Tequesta 
Tiger, were among the attendees who showed a considerable 
interest in the Seminole exhibit at the Clewiston Museum. 

As Tiger took a detailed look at the Seminole clothing 
designs of the past, she took the time to reflect on the significance 
of the Tribe’s historical influence in the area. 

“We have gone through so much over the past generations 
and we have such a wonderful culture here,” Tequesta Tiger said. 
“The more that people know about our history, the more well- 
known we will be as Seminoles.” 

Seminole Heritage Day reached its climax in an evening 
presentation by Brighton Tribal citizen/ Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
historian Willie Johns, who gave a poignant and detailed 
description on how life was as a Seminole many years ago. 

While the hour-long evening session concluded Seminole 
Heritage Day at the Clewiston Museum, it won’t be the only time 
the city of Clewiston will be having an event of this magnitude. 

It was recently announced by the Tribe and the city of 
Clewiston that from now on, Seminole Heritage Day will take 
place on the Thursday of each future Sugar Festival. 

“It’s a very good day to be bridging the gap between the 
city of Clewiston and the Big Cypress Reservation,” Big Cypress 
Tribal senior Jeannette Cypress said. “Both communities have 
always been here, so I hope we could continue building on what 
we’ve started here with Seminole Heritage Day.” 


$ 

April 28, 2011 


Dear Friends: 

It is my pleasure to welcome all attending the Clewiston Museum’s 
Seminole Heritage Day. This event is a special time to honor the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, and the years of friendship between the Tribe, the City of Clewiston, and the 
Museum. 

The State of Florida is proud to recognize the rich heritage and celebrate 
the many traditions of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Florida Seminoles have made 
tremendous contributions as business owners, members of the Armed Forces, and 
community leaders. 

Seminole Heritage Day is an exciting event that gives attendees the 
opportunity to listen to guest speakers, view presentations, and explore the rich 
culture and heritage of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. It is also a time to view the exhibit 
loaned from the Seminole Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum which showcases the culture of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, expressing their traditional, transitional and modern ways of 
life with signage and artifacts. 

Best wishes for a memorable Seminole Heritage Day. 

Sincerely, 

fttt Soo« 
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PROCLAMATION 

Seminole Heritage Day 

WHEREAS, the unconquerable Seminole Tribe of Florida has woven a rich and diverse 
thread in the fabric of the Glades culture by their perseverance in honoring their heritage 
and celebrating traditions that have been handled down from generation to generation 
through their families and clans, and 

WHEREAS, the Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of Hendry County 
wish to recognize the Seminole Tribe of Florida and commend the Seminole people’s resolve 
to overcome the dark moments in America’s past, to never surrender, but prevail, 
triumphing over cultural indifferences and poverty, and 

WHEREAS, the Seminole Tribe of Florida exhibiting the legendary character of the 
Seminole people, tenaciously transcended insurmountable obstacles, rising from obscurity, 
have demonstrated a rightful place in leadership and business as entrepreneurs in the most 
enterprising and prosperous manner, and 

WHEREAS, the unconquerable Seminole Tribe of Florida has, over the years, extended 
the hand of friendship to many in the Glades. Therefore, let it be known today that the 
Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of Hendry County acknowledge and 
embrace their gracious hand of friendship. In doing so, a declaration of this friendship will be 
established by honoring the Seminole Tribe of Florida with a special day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Mayor and City Commissioners of the City of Clewiston, 
proclaim that the Thursday preceding the Sugar Festival Celebration will be declared 
SEMINOLE HERITAGE DAY, a commemorative day that breeches time, distance and 
cultures, while forging a lasting friendship and partnership between the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida and its friends, the Clewiston Museum, the City of Clewiston and residents of 
Hendry County. 

Dated this 18th day of April, 2011. 



Rick Scott 

Goveik* 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Big Cypress Senior Center Director Cecilia Guzman and Big 
Cypress Tribal seniors Virginia Tommie and Theresa Jumper discuss the 
Seminole Medicine Man attire at the Clewiston Museum’s Seminole Heritage 
Day event. 



Naji Tobias 

As one of several scheduled speakers at the first-ever Seminole Heritage Day, 
Hollywood Tribal citizen/Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal employee Everett Osceola 
talks about the importance of having a function like this in Clewiston. 



Naji Tobias 

Immokalee Tribal citizen/Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Tribal employee Lorraine Posada, left, 
gives a presentation on the creation of Seminole sweetgrass baskets to a group of 
onlookers. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT A IN I > 
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFIC ANT IMPACT 

ACiENCY: Bureau of Indiun Affairs (BIA) 

ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact 
( l-ONSl) lor approving the construction and lease of a home on trust property for Gregory 
Jamacl I homas. The approximately 1 .48 acre lot is located at 3 1201 Former Road at I ownship 
48 South. Range 33 Last. Section 14. Hendry County, Florida, which is located on the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida's Big Cypress Reservation. I he BIA has approved and adopted the 
Environmental Assessment (FA), dated April 201 I, prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Environmental Resource Management Department and entitled **Oregory Jamael ITiomas 
Proposed Lease. Seminole I ribe of Florida. Big C y press Reservation. Ilendry County. F lorida”. 

I his I A has been adopted and FONS1 issued lor the approval ol the home construction and lease 
of trust lands in compliance with the National I nvirnnmcntul Policy Act (NEPA) of I *>69. 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that Lite F. A and FONSI For the Federal action 
of approving the proposed home construction and lease of trust property are available For public 
review. The BIA has approved and adopted the above referenced LA which addressed this 
proposal. The FONSI determination was based on review and analysis oF the information in the 
F A. Based on the FA. it has been determined that the action will not result in significant impacts 
to the quality ol* the human environment, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required. You may obtain a copy ol the LA and FONSI from the BIA Eastern Regional Office or 
the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole T ribe of Florida. 636? 
I all Street. Suite 3008. I lolly wood. FT 33024. telephone ( c >54) 005-4380. 

APPEALS: "This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with 
an action, therefore cannot he appealed. 25 CT.F'.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period uller 
the decision to proceed with the action is made before the action may he implemented. Appeal 
information will be made publicly available when the decision to proceed is made.** 

l or further information please contact Kurt Ci. Chandler. Regional Environmental Scientist. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Eastern Regional Office. 545 Marriott Orive. Suite 700. Nashville. TN 
372 14. telephone (615) 564-6832. 

Hate: 

Superintendent. Seminole Agency 
Bureau of Indiun Affairs 
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Future Tribal Leaders Form Youth Council 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Education staff and Youth Council together for the inaugural all reservations Youth Council 
Workshop held April 20-21. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal Education Director Emma Johns gives 
final instructions before students begin 
voting for the new Seminole Tribe Youth 
Council. 


The newly elected Seminole Tribe Youth Council together on April 21. From left, Kirsten Doney- 
Treasurer, Secretary-Alexis Aguilar, Vice-President-Trent Mclnturff and Brittany Smith-President. 
Each were chosen as part of the new Unity Native American Youth Council organized through the 
Tribal Education Department for ages 15-24 to promote leadership and future leaders within the 
Tribe through community and socially-sponsored activities. 


Family Investment Center in Big Cypress Renamed Frank Billie Field Office 

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony highlighted by unveiling of LED Sign at the Big Cypress Tribal Building 



Naji Tobias 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress talks about how the late 
Frank Billie played a role in the makeup of how the 
Tribe has evolved over the years at the May 4 ribbon- 
cutting ceremony of the new LED sign at the Frank 
Billie Tribal Field Office. 
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Photo above, Tribal 
leaders and family 
members of the late 
Tribal pioneer Frank 
Billie gather for 
the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony held in his 
honor. 

Left photo, Here’s a 
look at the recently 
unveiled LED sign at 
the renamed Frank 
Billie Tribal Field 
Office in Big Cypress. 

Naji Tobias 



Photo above, attendees of 
the Frank Billie LED sign 
and Tribal Field Office 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
stand together in unity and 
support of the May 4 event in 
Big Cypress. 

Left photo, Big Cypress 
Tribal elder Joe Junior Billie 
holds up the ribbon sign that 
all of the Tribal attendees 
signed to commemorate the 
Frank Billie LED/Field Office 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 

Naji Tobias 
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Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal elder Lucille Jumper signs the Tribal ribbon 
that commemorates the ribbon-cutting ceremony of the Frank 
Billie LED/Field Office. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger gives opening 
remarks about the significance of renaming the Family 
Investment Center to the Frank Billie Tribal Field Office. 


JUDITH A. HOMKO 


Divorce 

Modifications 

Appeals 


Child Support 
(9S4) S25-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Marital & Family Law 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 
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INDIAN WORLD 

From page 1A 


be crowned to reign for one year and will represent all 
Native and indigenous people as a cultural goodwill 
ambassador. 

The Gathering of Nations is known throughout 
the United States and the world as the largest Native 
American PowWow celebrating Native culture and 
traditions across North America through dancing, 
singing, art and trading among all Tribal affiliations 
and customs. It also features a Grand Entry involving 
thousands of Natives celebrating together in unity. 

For more information log onto www. 

gatheringofnations .com. 

The new Ms. Indian World Marjorie 
Tahbone of the Inupiaq/Kiowa 
Tribe of Nome, Alaska. 

Chris C. Jenkins 




Photo above, Jim- 
mie, right, on stage 
with Tribal citizen 
and prop model Tina 
Osceola, left, during 
the traditional talent 
presentation night. 
Jimmie explains the 
intricate design in- 
volved in the patch- 
work to the audience. 
Hundreds of Native 
Tribes engaged in 
the University of New 
Mexico’s ‘The Pit’ 
during Grand Entry 
festivities. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


Youth Media Workshop Gears Up for Fifth Year 


BY CHRIS C . JENKINS 
Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Learning the ins and outs of the 
broadcast/journalism business is the focus of the annual 
Youth Media Production Workshop held by Seminole Media 
Productions. 

Beginning its fifth year and running July 10-16, the event 
offers an in-depth introduction to several key aspects of the 
business such as the use, operation and care of television 
industry equipment including cameras and audio, as well 
as script writing, interviewing and editing techniques. The 
basics of writing from Seminole Tribune staff will also be an 
emphasis, now entering its third year within the workshop. 

“Every year it gets better, because I myself learn more 
and have the opportunity to teach the students everything 
I know, so that they can someday be a vital part of SMP 
and capture the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s monumental 
moments,” said Briana D’Andrea SMP broadcast reporter 
and workshop instructor. 

Six days of activities will be scheduled in and around 
Broward/Dade County and will feature a new screening and 
recruiting process seeking out 12 enthusiastic, ambitious 
Tribal teens and young adults ages 14-21. 

“The new formula really sets the bar higher for both 
SMP and the students. We want young adults that really 
want to be here and want to be successful,” D’Andrea said. 
“There are so many students that are aspiring to be in the 
media industry, and it is vital for them to be around their 
peers that want to succeed just as much as they do, if not 
more. It helps us to bring out the best of the best.” 

Once again, SMP Office Supervisor Ariella Lewis will 
coordinate the week, along with Tribal citizen and SMP 
recruiter Stephen Billie heading up the search for qualified 


participants. Tribal citizens on all reservations are welcomed 
to apply. 

“The thing I enjoy most about being involved in the 
workshop is being able to get to teach the kids the craft,” 
said SMP Tampa Videographer and technical instructor Ryan 
Watson. “The most challenging aspect is trying to cram all 
the knowledge that you have amassed in this business into a 
week-long time span.” 

One other new idea for the 2011 clinic will be the 
enlisting of young Tribal talent. Tribal brothers and North 
American Indigenous Image Award nominees Zach “Doc” 
and Spencer Battiest will offer their expertise of the music 
industry helping to produce a music video for one of the two 
workshop groups. 

“Anytime the Tribe asks us to show up, speak, perform, 
etc., we jump at it,” said younger sibling Spencer Battiest. 
They were there for us in pursuing our dreams. We always 
make it a point to put it in our schedule and show up.” 

“We are ecstatic about doing this. The more Tribal 
members can learn to perform or be in different industries, 
the more it helps us as a Tribe,” Battiest added. 

The other group will be given the opportunity to step in 
the shoes of D’Andrea and Tribal co-host Everett Osceola 
as co-hosts of their long-standing WSBC Seminole Channel 
show currently airing bi-weekly on DIRECTV channel 575. 

Both team projects will air in their entirety on the final 
day of the workshop (July 16) for parents, supporters and 
invited guests, as well as air in the future on the Seminole 
Channel. Each group will also take the time to write a full- 
length 500 word story to be published in the August edition 
of the Tribune over their projects and experiences. 

For more information call 954-985-5702 ext. 
10700. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra Jimmie, right, 
with Princess Committee Chairwoman Wanda Bowers during the 
crowning of the new Miss Indian World and Gathering of Nations 
PowWow festivities. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Junior Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie gives a quick smile 
while participating in the Grand Entry. 


seminole media 


productions 4 

r , reality 


• ma r keti ng/adverti si ng 

• creative services 

• broadcasting 

• event planning 

• AND MUCH MORE! 



SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 


SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 
3560 N State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 

{954} 985.5702 

SeminoleMediaProducti ons.com 


Follow us on facebook 
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Rachel Buxton 

Judy Jones, left, helps Nicki Osceola begin making a traditional doll. 


Rachel Buxton 

Mary Jo Micco, left, and Joanne Osceola begin preparing sofkee to serve during lunch. 


Brighton Holds Culture Camp to Help Preserve Seminole History 


Photo above, Brighton 
Board Rep. Johnnie 
Jones Sr., right, shows 
Kai Osceola that even 
men can sew at the 
Brighton culture camp 
on April 28 held at 
the Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena. 

Left photo, Shule Jones 
shows how to properly 
use cardboard to 
create the head of the 
Seminole doll during 
the culture camp. 

Rachel Buxton 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton community 
continued its efforts to keep the Seminole culture alive 
by teaching Tribal youth different aspects of their 
heritage during a culture camp held at the Fred Smith 
Rodeo Arena, April 28. 

As part of the spring break activities, Brighton took 
a break from the water parks and spent the day outside 
under chickees cooking, sewing, carving and telling 
stories. 

The women started the day off under the cooking 
chickee preparing breakfast for all. Feasting on frybread, 
egg and Spam sandwiches, participants gathered around 
beloved elder Happy Jones to listen to stories. 

Jones told stories about life growing up and about 
how her great-grandmother, Sally Parker, survived 
during the Removal Act. Jones also told stories about 
how she grew up on a campsite out in the open. 

“We lived and ate off the land,” Jones said. 

Jones spoke mainly in her native Creek language 
while event organizer Jenny Johns translated. Jones 
stressed the need for her Seminole people to get together 
and to visit and share stories to keep their culture alive. 

“You need to keep reminding yourself where you 
came from,” Jenny Johns said to the youth present. 
“There’s still some of us that get together and learn from 
each other and teach our grandchildren.” 

Following storytelling the ladies went back to 
cooking to prepare lunch. 

“When you hang around the cooking chickee that’s 
how you learn to cook,” Joanne Osceola said. 

While lunch was being prepared a doll-making 
demonstration was put on by mother and daughter, Shule 
and Judy Jones. Even Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie 
Jones Sr. took to a sewing machine to help demonstrate 
using an old hand crank sewing machine. 

After lunch the women demonstrated the use of 
shakers while the men showed off their carving skills. 

The Brighton community plans to hold regular 
culture camps in hopes of drawing more of an interest 
from the youth. 

“We need to stay connected,” Jenny Johns said. 




Fleet Week Port Everglades 
2011 Stops at Hard Rock 



Photo courtesy of Tom Craig 

Members of the Tribal Color Guard march during Fleet Week Port 
Everglades 2011 festivities at the Hard Rock on April 25. The annual 
South Florida gathering celebrated its 21st year with thousands of 
sailors aboard multiple ships docking in the Port Everglades. The 
week-long series of community service projects and special events 
is sponsored by area Navy Leagues and the Broward Navy Days, Inc. 



Rachel Buxton 

Joanne Osceola shows Kai Osceola, left, and Kayven Osceola Emley how to 
thread an old hand crank sewing machine. 




Seminole Warrior, 1893 


In 1821 the United States bought Florida from 
Spain. According to Osceola, you can t 
sell something that doesn’t belong to you. 


M 


ore than 20,000 artifacts, archival items and experiences 
representing Seminole history and living culture. 


Pistol used during the First Seminole War 
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AH-TAH-THI-K 1 

PLACE TO LEARN. A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 

34725 West Boundary Road - Clewiston, FL 33440 - Ph 877-902-1113 www.ahtahthiki.com 
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f BECOMEAFAN FOLLOWUS 

1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 • 954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 





GAMBLE 

WITH CARE 


Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida. 
Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT. 
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Tribal citizens relax in the lounge area of the new Sober House facility. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Sober House Holds Grand Opening 


Family Services Aftercare 
Counselor Ray Yzaguirre 
Jr. thanks those on hand 
for the grand opening of 
the Hollywood Reservation 
Seminoles in Recovery Sober 
House held May 2 at the 
Taft Street Native Learning 
Center. The Tribal-based 
facility is located in Suite 
2006 and offers meeting 
space and a support base 
for recovering alcoholics and 
former drug users. Hours of 
operation are Monday-Friday 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. For more 
information call (954) 985- 
2325 ext. 10643 or (863) 
697-0226. 

Chris C. Jenkins 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. talks about the importance of support. 


SUGAR FESTIVAL 

From page 3A 


Billy coordinated the event and then took center 
stage with a medley of his favorite musical 
selections. He provided background information 
on each of the performers and shared the history 
of Seminole Star Search with the audience. 

Paul "Cowbone" Buster was a featured 
event at the Friday Fest and then returned for 
the Saturday entertainment session. Beginning 
with one of his Hank Williams’ favorites, Buster 
discussed topics of 1800s- 1900s Seminole 
life, traditions, Christian beliefs, contemporary 
education, recreation and health interspersed 
with his musical repertoire. 

It was no surprise when an enormous crowd 
surrounded Billy Walker’s alligator wrestling 
performance for two days in a row. The bleachers 
were full with standing room only as the spectators 


declared his exhibition the most popular event of 
the entire festival. In addition to wrestling the 
gator, Walker shared his vast knowledge of the 
reptiles, wildlife and his Everglades experiences 
to the delight of his listeners. 

Summoning Miss Sugar 2011 Tonie Tolar 
into the arena during Friday’s presentation, 
Walker coaxed her into sitting astride the 
alligator. Extremely apprehensive, it took several 
tries before she overcame her fear to the delight 
of the audience. 

Sugar Festival activities included 
tournaments of golf, tennis, basketball and 
horseshoes, as well as a barbeque, car show, 
dance and a live concert by Gloriana and 
Ricochet. An abundance of street vendors lined 
the Sugar Festival Park with food, souvenirs, art 
and crafts. Tribal representatives participated in 
Seminole Heritage Day, the Sugar Festival 5K 
Run/Walk, Raising Cane Ranch Rodeo and the 
Arts and Crafts Festival. 
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Photo above, from left, City Commissioner 
Joseph D. Miller, Vice Mayor James 
Pitman, City Manager Steve McKown, 
Ricky Doctor, Cicero Osceola, City of 
Clewiston Mayor Richard Miller and 
Hendry County Commissioner Al Perry 
officiate in the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
for the chickee donated by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Big Cypress Reservation 
in honor of the 25th Anniversary of the 
Sugar Festival. 

Left photo, a bronze plaque is being 
affixed to the chickee donated by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida to the City of 
Clewiston as a token of their ongoing 
friendship and partnership. 

Judy Weeks 


Take Your Kids to Work Day Comes to Big Cypress 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — An informative and exciting day 
greeted Big Cypress employees and their children on April 
28 when they took advantage of an opportunity to participate 
in Take Your Kids to Work Day. 

The Human Resources Department greeted the 
participants with a welcoming breakfast at the Big Cypress 
Community Center. Stressing the importance of meeting 
each day with a positive attitude, they reminded their 
audience that a healthy breakfast provides the fuel for a 
productive day at work and school. 

’’Regardless of the career that you seek, there is one 
factor that never changes,’’ said Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger. ’’Education is everything. You are 
learning today to become tomorrow’s leaders and this is a 
responsibility that you shouldn’t take lightly. Stay in school, 
determine your strong points and use them to map a road to 
a career where you can benefit yourself and others.’’ 

’’Working for the Seminole Tribe of Florida, your 
parents represent an important link in the chain that serves 
and governs this community,’’ continued Rep. Tiger. 
’’Remember that whether you are going to school or work, 
you are committing yourself to an obligation. The strength 
of your commitment determines the benefits for you, your 
co-workers and the people you serve.” 

Coordinating the presentations, Cicero Osceola asked 
each of the parents to introduce themselves and provide 
a brief job description and encouragement for the young 
people present. Administrative personnel, janitors, teachers, 
police officers, fire and rescue, utilities, health, museum, 
newspaper, environmental and service workers shared 
the important role they play in the daily operations of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Turning the tables on the younger generation, they 
were asked to review their goals and share their current 
career choices with the assembly. Their response was very 
rewarding and displayed a great deal of enthusiasm. 

Excitement filled the room with the arrival of 
"Smokey the Bear.” A 70 year symbol of wild land fire 
and environmental issues, his presence opened the forum 
for a discussion about natural resource management, fire 


prevention and the benefits afforded by controlled burns. 
Wildlife habitat, protection of personal property, arson, 
wild fires, water quality and removal of exotics provided 
the topics introduced by the Environmental Resource 
representatives. 

The Seminole Police Department presentation on 
bullying and hazing hit home with an issue that is currently 
plaguing children and adults at home, school, in the work 
place and in cyber space. Officer Michele Short used 
visual aids and statistics to build awareness, relate to age 
appropriate situations and suggest proper methods for 
seeking solutions. 

Water safety is a year round objective but intensifies 
during the summer months. Seminole Fire and Rescue 
approached the topic from numerous directions and used 
youngsters from the audience to demonstrate a drowning 
victim scenario, step-by-step analysis of a rescue, lifejacket 
demo, CPR, panic, exhaustion, pool rules and learning to 
swim. 

A tour of a fire truck and ambulance created a vast number 
of inquiries regarding equipment, rescue methods and cross 
training opportunities for paramedics and firefighters. First 
aid, safety precautions and adult supervision highlighted the 
instruction. 

Upon returning to the auditorium, the events of the day 
took a major change of pace. Wildlife education professional 
Rey Becerra from Billie Swamp Safari introduced the 
group to a red-tailed hawk named Cassidy, who has been 
his companion for nearly 20 years. An in depth discussion 
involved wildlife conservation, breeding and usefulness of 
all species to the environment. 

Inviting the boys and girls to come forward, Becerra 
shared the background and natural habits of several native 
species of birds, reptiles and animals. The group marveled 
at a 6-year-old alligator snapping turtle and then took turns 
holding a young alligator, which proved to be the highlight 
of the morning’s presentations. Safari gift bags were 
distributed as souvenirs. 

Following an employee birthday luncheon prepared by 
Human Resources, the children returned with their parents 
to work. It provided an opportunity for the boys and girls 
to experience a first hand perspective of the job that their 
parents do on a daily schedule. 
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Judy Weeks 

Employees, their children and department representatives gathered at the Big Cypress Community Center on April 28 for Take Your 
Kids to Work Day. 



Photo above, employees and their children get an up close and personal 
inspection of a Seminole Fire and Rescue truck. 

Right photo, Mahayla Billie-Osceola, Blake Williamson and Christian Canton 
participated in a life jacket demo with the Fire and Rescue officers. 



Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

Seminole Star Search Ambassador Tori Osceola sang her first Paul “Cowbone” Buster entertains at the Friday Fest with the 
single, “My Hero” in Clewiston’s Sugar Festival Park. Seminole Tribe of Florida. 




10A • The Seminole Tribune • May 27, 2011 



Photo courtesy of Derek Pierce 

Davin and Dalance Carrillo sing into the microphone during a Boys & Girls Club music 
production class. 


Seminole Boys & Girls Clubs Offer Music Production Classes 


BYDEREK PIERCE 
Brighton BGC Manager 

The Boys & Girls Clubs are proud to offer fun-filled, challenging 
and educational programs in music production for youth ages 5-18. 
Located at the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School on the Brighton 
Reservation and the Ahfachkee School on the Big Cypress Reservation, 
this youth-driven class is yet another structured activity that the Clubs 
offer. 

The classes enable youth to gain a broad knowledge of music 
production, boost their self confidence and promote their ability to 
work with technology. These classes further provide opportunities for 
youth to experience the unique pride that comes with creating original, 
expressive art. 

Big Cypress parent Janie Valdez’s interest in the music production 
classes is paramount. 

She stated, “...we really need this (music production classes) 
here. The kids love it; it will keep them busy and out of trouble.” 

Some of the skills students will master include multi-track 
recording, beat matching, DJ skills, voice dubbing, performance 
skills, media literacy and music marketing. This structured learning 
opportunity can enhance academic skills and open the door to future 
career options. 


Twelve-year-old Richard Harris, of Brighton, shared his 
excitement about the classes recently. 

“I did not know the Boys & Girls Clubs could do this (music 
production classes)... I want to learn everything about the studio,” he 
said. 

Each structured session lasts an hour and a half, which includes 
teaching the proper use of music production equipment. Within each 
class setting, there is a strong emphasis on group responsibility, 
cooperation and time management skills. Students work together as a 
team to produce music media cooperatively, with each having a turn 
at every aspect of production process. 

Eyanna Billie, of Big Cypress, has high aspirations in music 
production. 

She stated, “This (music production classes) is so much fun, I 
never thought we could do this here (Big Cypress Boys & Girls 
Club). . .now that I am good at this, I want to go to college for music 
production.” 

For more information on the Boys & Girls Clubs music production 
classes, please contact Brighton BGC Manager Derek Pierce at (954) 
347-9204, or by e-mail at derekpierce@semtribe.com. To learn more 
about ongoing activities of the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, visit our website at www.seminolebgclub.org. 


Take Your Kids to Work Day in Hollywood Has Overwhelming Response 


BYAIMEE HOY T 
Copy Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — About 70 kids got a glimpse into the vast array of 
career fields offered by the Seminole Tribe of Florida at Take Your Kids to 
Work Day on April 28 in Hollywood. 

Held at Tribal Headquarters in the auditorium lobby, employees and 
their children were treated to a welcome breakfast and presentations by four 
departments before being special guests at the Employee Birthday Luncheon. 

Seminole Police Department kicked off the presentations with a special 
segment on cyber bullying, bullying and hazing, led by Officer Darryl Allen. 
Next up, Seminole Fire Rescue Lieutenant Bruce Britton showed water 
rescue and water safety videos to the crowd, stressing the importance of adult 
supervision and children wearing lifejackets. Seminole Fire Rescue Lieutenant 
MacKinley Pratt wowed the kids with his rescue diver gear before answering 
questions about his experience with rescue diving in Big Cypress. 

Protection Specialist Stacy Myers, of Environmental Resources, taught 
kids about wetland conservation and identifying threatened and endangered 
species. His presentation was a successful precursor to a close-up Florida 
wildlife show-and-tell by John Jones, wildlife manager at Okalee Indian 
Village. 

Human Resources staff, who coordinated and hosted the event now in its 
third year, handed out certificates and gift bags for each child in attendance. 
Children spent the remainder of the day with their parents learning about their 
respective departments. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Impressing the crowd with a crocodile, Okalee Indian Village Wildlife Manager John Jones 
educates and entertains the children and their parents with a wildlife presentation, which 
included a tortoise, an alligator and snakes. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Seminole Fire Rescue Lieutenant MacKinley Pratt, who is a 
water rescue diver, answers questions from the crowd about his 
experiences after showing the kids some of his rescue gear at 
Take Your Kids to Work Day on April 28 in the Tribal Headquarters 
auditorium lobby. 


More photos from the Big Cypress Music and Car Festival 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Proud grandfather Sandy Billie Jr. with granddaughter Dyani Billie-Kayda 
in the old-style traditional 0- to 1 -year-old category. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, clothing contest participants Jimmy Smith and Ronnie 
Billie Sr. join the 55-year-old and up old-style category. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Norman ‘Skeeter’ Bowers beside his 2007 Toyota Tundra during the stock truck competition. 


HARVEST 

From page 3A 


Guatemalan, Colombian and Southern specialties tantalized 
their appetites. 

Tribal members took part in a Seminole Clothing Fashion 
Show that demonstrated the various styles that have evolved 
over the past 150 years. A captivated audience listened intently 
to the historical presentation that accompanied the review. 

Local bands took turns providing a blend of cultural music 
to entertain the festival goers throughout the two-day Harvest 
Festival. 



Judy Weeks 

Lenora Roberts exhibits a traditional Seminole skirt during the fashion 
show sponsored by the Immokalee Seminole Culture Dept. 




Top photo, Ruth 
Osceola and Hortencia 
Yzaguirre were among 
the vendors that rep- 
resented numerous 
cultures at the Immo- 
kalee Harvest Festival. 
Left photo, Larissa 
Delarosa, left, Madi- 
son Martinez, center, 
and Amy Yzaguirre 
model Seminole cloth- 
ing at the Immokalee 
Harvest Festival Fash- 
ion Show. 

Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie, center, offers encouragement 
to Lauren Posada and Randee Osceola who participated in the Junior Miss 
Harvest Festival competition. 
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Judy Weeks 

The Immokalee community employees participated in a fun-filled day of activities on April 21 organized in appreciation of 
their efforts to serve during the entire year. 


Immokalee Acknowledges Appreciation of 
Employees With Day of Competitive Games 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The fourth annual Immokalee 
Employee Appreciation Day kicked off on April 21 at 
the gym for a full day of activities. 

Donning T-shirts to commemorate the occasion, 
the group participated in a fitness walk that transported 
them to the ball field for organized physical events. The 
participants divided into teams for competitive games 
of kickball, tug-of-war, an obstacle course and a water 
balloon toss. 

Winding up a morning of strenuous play, a case 
of shaving cream miraculously materialized for an 
impromptu shaving cream fight that left the group 
lathered and laughing during the return walk to the 


gym. 

"It takes a lot of hands, minds and dedication to 
the job to meet the daily needs of our community and 
you are the men and women that provide this service," 
said Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar. "We 
are gathered here to show our appreciation to all of the 
employees who make the Immokalee Reservation a 
success." 

Each of the employees received a gym bag, 
director’s chair and compact blanket/bleacher pad in 
recognition of their service. A catered barbeque buffet 
really hit the spot with the players who had worked up 
a considerable appetite on the playing field. 

Organized sports continued throughout the 
afternoon in the gym and included dodge ball, volley 
ball and a rousing game of Minute to Win It. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee employees receive appreciation gifts that 
included gym bags, T-shirts, director’s chairs and 
compact bleacher/blanket pads. 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Angela Gamez of Senior Hot Meals and Raymond Perez 
from Utilities mix it up during a shaving cream fight on Employee 
Appreciation Day in Immokalee. 
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2011 Florida Indian 



Y outh Program 

Starts Saturday , July 9, 201 1 
Ends Saturday, July 23, 201 1 

Awards Banquet, Friday, July 22, 201 1 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Call for Applications and information 

1 - 800 - 322-9186 


See your Tribal Education Counselor, email 
info@fgcia.com, or see www.fgcia.com 
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Home Car Washing: Facts and Measures 
that Protect the Environment 


BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

The Environmental Resource Management 
Department (ERMD), then the Water Resource 
Management Department was created in 1987 by 
the Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to protect and evaluate the Tribes land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the Seminole Water 
Commission, which was created in 1989 by the Tribal 
Council The Commission, with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to protect the quality 
of surface water within the boundaries of the Tribe s 
reservations. ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and Community Planning 
and Development and works with Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. in the development and management of 
Tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education and 
dissemination of information to accomplish 
environmental compliance with Tribal law, ERMD will 
publish a series of articles that inform and educate 
the Seminole community and citizens in general. 
The articles will discuss common practices that 
can potentially harm our Tribal natural and water 
resources and propose alternative practices that can 
minimize or prevent the adverse impacts to our health 
and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, comments and 
questions. Please send them to isidroduque@semtribe. 
com or contact us at (954) 965-4380. 

We will begin the series of articles with the 
following article about home car washing. 


Home car washing wastes water and leads to water 
pollution. Most people who wash their cars at home 
don’t realize where the water goes or how much water 


is wasted. Home car washing produces contaminated 
water that goes directly into the soil or into storm 
drains that are intended for rainwater. The waste 
water that runs off a car when it is washed contains 
substances such as soaps, detergents, mud, rubber and 
grease causing pollution in our wetlands, rivers, canals 
and lakes. These substances poison the aquatic life and 
weaken the ecosystem. It should also be noted that 
home car washing can use 10 or more gallons of water 
per minute compared to washing your car at a self-serve 
car wash using only 1 1 gallons of water for the wash. 

If you must wash your car at home, ERMD offers 
the following tips that will minimize the impact to the 
environment: 

1) Choose a biodegradable soap formulated for 
automotive parts. Or make your own biodegradable car 
wash by mixing 14 cup of liquid dishwashing detergent 
and % cup of powdered laundry detergent (chlorine- 
and phosphate-free and non-petroleum based) with 
two gallons of water. This concentrate can be used 
sparingly with water. 

2) Try to wash your car on a grassy area (good for 
your grass as soaps aid grass root systems to absorb 
nutrients from the soil!) to minimize the runoff or wash 
your car in the driveway if it drains onto a lawn or 
garden area, but avoid using the driveway if the water 
runs into a street or drain. 

3) Always ensure the area where you wash your car 
does not drain into the storm water system including 
the drains in the street or road. 

4) Use a spray release nozzle for your hose or even 
better, a bucket to reduce water use. 

5) Dispose of water and left over soap onto a 
garden or lawn. 

6) Disperse the sudsy puddles that remain after 
you’re done as they contain toxic residues and can 
tempt thirsty animals. 


Parents, Stay Involved With Kids During Summer 


BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 
WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 


Summer is quickly coming upon us. Children 
are looking forward to enjoying time off from school 
for a few months. However, it is incumbent upon all 
parents to be responsible and make sure children are 
not involved in any criminal activities. There are a 
multitude of things kids can do all summer ranging 
from summer camps, day trips, spending time with 
families, church and community activities, swimming, 
relaxing and what most kids enjoy the most, spending 
time with their friends. However, sometimes if kids 
are not partaking in structured activities they have a 
tendency to become bored and start looking for ways 
to occupy the time. This can result in criminal activities 
taking place. 

Peer pressure is all around our children and 
can be overwhelming. This can make them more 
susceptible to getting into trouble. Parents, take time 
with your children to reiterate to them to be leaders, 


not followers. Discuss with them what peer pressure 
entails, and how to avoid falling prey to it and criminal 
activities. Even discussing acts such as shoplifting and 
vandalism, which seem minimal to some children, are 
in fact, criminal activities and can be devastating to the 
future of our children. Revisit discussing the downside 
of drugs with your kids. In any fashion, drugs are 
something terrible that can destruct a child’s life. 
Summertime can be a scary time for parents worrying 
about their kids becoming involved in criminal 
activities and sometimes, even becoming involved in 
gang activities. 

While kids need down time during the summer, 
keeping them involved in structured activities in a safe 
environment will not only help them grow and prosper, 
but will also reduce the worry parents go through. 
Being engaged in our children’s lives is a positive vital 
component we can offer to help them grow up into fine 
young men and women. 

Have a great summer. 
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 
Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 


We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 


The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 


If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 
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Education B 



Hollywood Preschoolers Celebrate 
Week of the Young Child with Family Fun-Day 


Fort Pierce Youth Visit Billie 
Swamp Safari as Part of Spring Break Fun 


Hollywood Tribal 
Board Rep. Marcellus 
W. Osceola Jr. relaxes 
with son Bill as part 
of the Hollywood 
Preschool Family 
Fun-Day held at 
Topeekeegee Yugnee 
Park on April 15. The 
event featured face 
painting, snow cones, 
bounce houses, cotton 
candy, a fire truck 
demonstration, and 
games in celebration 
of the annual Week 
of the Young Child 
activities. 

Chris C. Jenkins 





Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Father Pete Ramirez spends time with daughter Adrianna Tribal youngster Samuel Josh concentrates on knocking 
Ramirez after she had her face painted as a happy cat. over the cone during the fire hose demonstration. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Fort Pierce youth headed to 
Big Cypress April 28 to enjoy an outdoor adventure 
at Billie Swamp Safari as part of their spring break 
weekly activities. 

Several youth from the community boarded a 
charter bus in the early morning eager to see the wildlife 
housed at the safari. 

“We figured it was a great outdoor field trip where 
the kids got to learn about a lot of animals native to 
Florida and to their culture,” Fort Pierce Executive 
Assistant Diana Albarran said. 

At the safari the youth enjoyed a venomous snake 
show that sent a few adults hiding and inching farther 
and farther up the bleachers. The youth learned about 
the most common poisonous snakes found in Florida 
including the coral snake, diamondback rattlesnake and 
water moccasin. 

Following the snake show the Fort Pierce gang 
headed to a critter show where they learned about birds, 
reptiles and other Florida critters. After the show the 


bravest of the youth got a chance to get up close and 
personal with a 3 -year-old alligator and hold it for a 
photo op. 

“It was so slimy,” said one of the brave, Serinity 
Smith. 

Due to the extreme drought the youth were unable 
to take an airboat ride, but they did experience true 
wildlife on the safari buggy ride. 

“They got to see a lot in the safari about where their 
roots come from and what Native Americans did back 
then,” Albarran said. 

The trip to Billie Swamp Safari was just one day 
of excitement that was planned for the kids. The youth 
enjoyed a week filled with activities including a culture 
day where they learned how to carve, a trip to Super 
Play where they bowled and played arcade games, a 
movie day at Chupco Ranch and a water fun day to 
wrap up the week. 

“It just gets the kids out of the house, no more 
video games, more outdoor activities,” Albarran said. 
“They loved it. I can’t wait to start planning summer for 

See more photos on page 4B 



Rachel Buxton 

The Fort Pierce youth enjoy a day at Billie Swamp Safari as part of their spring break week of activities. 


Ahfachkee School Hosts Literacy Fair at 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium for its Students 



Tribal Youth Collective Gains Inspiration 
from FSU College Tour Experience 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


Naji Tobias 

Mikieyla Cypress, 8, and her mother, Angela Cypress, are 
sharing a wholesome bonding moment at the Ahfachkee 
Literacy Fair’s bookstore as they look to buy some books 
at the May 5 event. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School’s Student Activities Coordinator 
Randall Cleckler adds up the point total that Quentin 
Chargingcloud, right, scores in the educational Physical 
Education Scrabble game. 


TALLAHASSEE — A group of 1 6 Tribal youth 
from five of the Tribe’s six reservations took an 
extensive tour of Florida State University via charter 
bus from April 28-30. 

Sponsored by the Tribe’s Education Department, 
the vast majority of the college tour experience took 
place on April 29 - the one full day the Tribal youth got 
to step foot on the FSU campus in Tallahassee. 

According to Higher Education Advisor Linda 
Iley, the primary purpose for this trip was to give the 
Tribal participants an opportunity to gain exposure on 
how a university looks in terms of the actual campus 
design, the variety of available facilities and the 
plethora of academic programs at FSU. 

“It (the FSU college tour) allows them to widen 
their options as they plan to enter higher education 
in the future,” Iley said of the Tribal youth. “They 
get a chance to see how Florida State has a special 
relationship to the Tribe and its culture.” 

According to Iley, the Tribal collective, consisting 
of youth from the Hollywood, Big Cypress, Immokalee, 
Brighton and Tampa reservations, came away impressed 
with some of the FSU features on campus, including a 
statue of the “Unconquered Heroes” and the fact that 
the university uses a Seminole as its mascot. The group 
also got a chance to meet with FSU President Dr. Eric 
J. Barron. 

Hollywood Tribal youngster Renee Stivers, a 
17-year-old junior who attends Sheridan Hills High 
School, expressed her observations of the FSU 
atmosphere, which she described as “vibrant” and 


“interesting.” Stivers, who said she was “very proud of 
FSU’s history,” also disclosed that she would consider 
attending FSU as a business major after graduating 
high school. 

Meanwhile, Brighton’s Susannah Sauls- 
Fairclough, a 23 -year-old Tribal citizen who has 
received her GED, noticed the way that FSU goes out 
of its way to treat the Seminole culture and its history, 
as approved by the Tribe. 

The FSU experience, Fairclough said, allowed 
her to focus in on the academic field she would like 
to pursue in the near future. She, like Stivers, wants to 
go to college for business and succeed in that area of 
study. 

“Before coming on this trip, I wasn’t sure about 
what I wanted to do,” Fairclough said. “But visiting the 
school has made me aware of the opportunities I have. 
If you have a goal, then go for it. No excuses.” 

Immokalee ’s Salena Perez, a 16-year-old freshman 
who currently attends Immokalee High School, said 
the experience motivated her to be a more organized 
individual and take a greater interest in education. And 
Big Cypress Reservation’s Karlito Wargolet, a 16-year- 
old junior who attends American Heritage (Plantation) 
High School, said that he gained an interest in the field 
of marketing at FSU. 

“I like the program, but I want to visit other 
colleges before I decide which one to attend,” Wargolet 
said after being asked about his prospects of studying 
at FSU. 

Big Cypress/Immokalee Higher Education 
Recruiter Luis Yeguez stressed the importance of 
taking a tour of an education institution, adding that it 

Please see FSU on page 4B 



A group of students from the Ahfachkee 
School went on the Accelerated Reader 
Field Trip to Books-A-Million and the 
Rainforest Cafe at Sawgrass Mills in Sunrise 
on May 6 - a day after the May 5 Literacy 
Fair. These students were recipients of a 
variety of Accelerated Reader awards, as 
announced by Ahfachkee Media/Reading 
Specialist Gary Chaffin at the Literacy Fair. 
Back row: Kylen Jumper, Issiah Alvarado, 
Richard Billie, Sontino Billie and Graysun 
Billie. 

Middle row: Jonah Alvarado, Janessa 
Jones, Thomlynn Billie, Nicholas Andrews 
and Amaya Solano. 

Front row: Mariah Smith, Destiny Cypress, 
Charlie Osceola, Harmony Cypress and 
Evanne Pratt. 

Not pictured are: Leviticus Buster, Gregorio 
Reynosa and Leo Osceola-Onco. 

Photo courtesy of Gary Chaffin 


See more photos on page 4B 



Photo courtesy of Carine Eugene 

Just outside FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium, the location of where FSU’s college football team plays its home games, the 
Tribal youth are taking pride in the fact they have a collegiate athletic program named after them. During the April 29 group 
gathering, some of the high school Tribal youth expressed interest in the possibility of playing football on the college level. 
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SMP is looking for the next 


MUSIC VIDEO 


Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
produce top music videos? 


Six lucky, determined, creative minds will be 
chosen to help create a music video for, 
Zach “Doc” and Spencer Battiest’s hit single, 
“The Storm.” Bring their remarkable story, 
about the struggles and triumphs of 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida to life, at the 
Y.M.P.W., where it isn’t about the classroom 
or boring lectures...it’s about representing 

and getting involved. 


Zach “Doc” & 

l 

Spencer Battiest 


You will have the opportunity to go behind 
the scenes, on the front lines of video 
production, learn new skills and help Zach 
and Spencer take the world by STORM! 


We’ll show your video throughout Indian 
Country and possibly submit it for the 
Native American Film Festival! 


Join Seminole Media Productions in 
Hollywood July 10-16th, 2011. 


Youth Media Production Workshop 


ready f Qr the 


It’s YOUR turn to takeover The Seminole 
Channel. Each week, Briana and Everett 
deliver tribal news to all the reservations, 
but this episode will be one for the ages! 


Briana D’ Andrea 
& Everett Osceola, 
Seminole Channel Hosts 


YOU could be one of six lucky, aspiring 
talent that will deliver The Seminole 
Channel and learn how to anchor, report, 
write, edit and shoot the news on your terms! 


The youth will FINALLY speak up, go 
behind the scenes and let The Tribe hear 
their side of the story! 


Now is the time to push them aside, grab 
their seats, hold them hostage and deliver 
The Tribal Newscast! 


Join Seminole Media Productions in 
Hollywood July 10th-16th, 2011. 


Contact Donna Mason at 
donnamason@semtribe.com 
or 954-985-5702 Ext 10700 


144 STOF 05/27/11 
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Big Cypress Library Hosts Final Two 
Weeks of Family Reading Night Series 



Naji Tobias 

Shana Balentine is eager to answer a question 
about the book “Amazing Grace” at the April 19 
Family Reading night session led by Storyteller Carol 
Lubetkin and Big Cypress Library Director Barbara 
Oeffner, offering her support as discussion leader. 



Naji Tobias 

With his eyes closed and his mind focused on the 
April 26 Family Reading Night event, Roderick 
Bert uses his imagination to visualize the story 
of the week, entitled “The Three Little Pigs.” The 
book was read in two different versions at the 
hour-long function. 



Naji Tobias 

The Family Reading Night group on April 19 share a special moment just as the “Amazing Grace” discussion comes to a close. 



Left photo, Big Cypress Library 
Director Barbara Oeffner, 
left, and Big Cypress Library 
assistants Melissa Silva, 
center, and Victoria Hernandez 
read a version of a book 
entitled “The Three Little Pigs” 
at the four-part series finale of 
Family Reading Night on April 
26 at the Learning Resource 
Center’s conference room in 
Big Cypress. 

Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Preschool Hosts Week of the Young Child 




Naji Tobias 

Left photo, on April 13 at the Big Cypress Preschool, the father-son tandem of Nick 
Andrews, left, and Lane Andrews, 2, share a bonding moment over breakfast at 
the breakfast buffet portion of the Week of the Young Child series in Big Cypress. 
The Week of the Young Child was held at the Big Cypress Preschool from April 
11-15. 

Photo above, Big Cypress Tribal mother Mariann Billie, right, is with her son, Rylin 
Billie-Osceola, 4, as they share some quality time with each other. 



Allen Hoffman 


The Big Cypress Preschoolers participated in a special painting workshop on April 11 to kick off the 
Week of the Young Child series, which also occurred at the Brighton, Hollywood and Immokalee Tribal 
Preschools from April 11-15. 


WORLD’S BEST 

ALL-TERRAIN VALUES. 

in 1-UP OR SIDE-BY-SIDE. 



THE BEST VALUES ON THE OFF-ROAD TODAY. The Sportsman 500 H.O, 

gives you legendary power and ride. The all-new RANGER 400 mid-size is big enough to 
get the job done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today! 



954-436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 



WAfl fi HtG 1 AIVs c 3 n be h riotous te opetaf e Polaris adult model s are for ri def s age 1 6 and older Polan s youth m ottefs of 9Dcc lor f sders 1 2 a nd older. Pol aris rout ft models 
ol SOcc f or nrief s 6 a n il olds r. Fat your s af ety a E ways wea r a hel in eye proi ec no n a rid prof ecf i w clot tiing, and be s ure t o i ate a saf et y ttftnmg con r se For s af ety a n d I r ammg 
information miheUS.call IheSYJAat CSOO> SS 7-2SS7 You m ay atso contact your Polaris dealer or cal l Polaris at £800)342*3764 hi safely I ranting in Canada contact 
your local Polaris rteatei TT»e Polaris RANGER nera I purpose utility veliide is not intended tor and ruay ncrt be registered I nr on-road use ©20(1$ PoSaris Industries Inc 



BUYING OR SELLING? 

Use a company that makes positive things 
happen. Coldwell Banker, the number one 
company in Residential Real Estate. 

Diane: 954-294-5060 


COLDUieLL 
BANKER □ 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 

3319 Sheridan St. 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


DIANE LOTT, RN, BSN, P.A. 
Realtor 

South Broward Board of Realtors 
Florida Association of Realtors 
National Association of Realtors 

(cell) 954-294-5060 
(fax) 954-272-7118 
email: diane.lott@floridamoves.com 
http://www.floridamoves.com/diane.lott 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863 - 699-2889 


DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce, 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 
Probate^ 
Wills'- 

Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 
Okeechobee and 
Highlands Counties 
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Big Cypress Preschool Holds Get Fit Day 


BY J UDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — Sixteen students from the Big 
Cypress Preschool participated in Get Fit Day at the 
Herman Osceola Gym on April 15. Arriving from their 
school at 9:15 a.m., the boys and girls participated in 
a warm-up session in preparation for the course of 
activities. 

Gymnastic and Fitness Coordinator Gina 
Allardyce and her staff of Cathy Cypress and Mike 
Iglesias work with the youngsters on a regular basis 
and have developed a program that is fun for the 
children and instrumental in promoting the foundation 
for a lifetime of physical fitness. 

Following the example of their instructors, the 
kids formed a circle and performed basic stretch and 
warm-up exercises prior to being divided into teams. 
The gym was divided into six individual courses to 


accommodate a broad range of athletic activities that 
included obstacle courses, foot paths, relays and agility 
exercises. 

Alternating events, the teams worked their way 
through the program taking part in a tunnel crawl, 
roller pads, Hula-hoops, zigzag path, elusive egg relay 
and their favorite sport of rolling the big inflated ball 
around the gym. Laughter and smiles followed them 
everywhere they went. 

"Although the children are young, it is never too 
early to acquaint them with physical awareness and 
give them a chance to meet our fitness and recreation 
staff," said Allardyce. "Today's activities were designed 
to promote agility, hand to eye coordination, exercise 
and develop basic motor skills. Each time we meet 
with the children, we have a wonderful experience as 
we guide their first steps down the road to a healthy 
lifestyle." 


FSU 

From page IB 


can expand one’s horizon when it 
comes to what he/she may think of 
such an experience. 

“It’s one thing to look at schools 
on the Internet or a magazine, but 
it’s a different experience when you 
get to see them in person,” Yeguez 
said. “When you get to do that, it will 
motivate you and allow you to look at 
things from a different perspective.” 

Big Cypress/Immokalee Educa- 
tion Advisor Carine Eugene talked 
about the sheer importance of the 
Tribal students taking their education 
seriously. 

“Not all colleges will take 
a student with a 2.0 grade point 
average,” Eugene said. “If they 
want to attend a college of their 
choice, they need to see what it 
takes academically to qualify and 
take advantage of everything the 
Education Department and the Tribe 
have to offer them.” 

Yeguez summed up the general 
vibe of how the Tribal youth felt 
about the FSU College Tour. 

“They really see this school 
(Florida State) as an option and they 
found it a fun experience,” Yeguez 
said. “I hope that some of them apply 
to the university.” 

The Education Department’s 
next college tour, which will focus on 
visits to seven colleges in the states 
of Georgia and South Carolina, is 
slated to take place from June 2 6- July 
2. Tribal students must have at least a 
2.0 GPA and a truancy- free record to 
qualify for the trip. 

For more information on this 
tour and others, contact Iley at (954) 
989-6840, ext. 10540 or 10551. 



Photo courtesy of Lisa Motlow 

Right in front of the “Unconquered” at the FSU University Center are the Tribal 
youth who came away impressed with the treatment they received at the 
Florida State University College Tour on April 29 in Tallahassee. “FSU is a really 
nice campus,” Tampa’s Jessica Motlow said. “It is so spread out. I definitely 
would like to apply to FSU, but I need to study harder to make good grades.” 



Photo courtesy of Carine Eugene 

Brighton’s Susannah Fairclough, Higher Education Advisor Linda Iley and 
Brighton’s Janet Smith are in front of the “Seminole Family in Bronze” at the 
University Center on April 29. The group took the trek up to FSU from April 
28-30 to learn more about the school’s programs, faculty, facilities, campus, 
dorms, and admission requirements. 


Brighton Tribal Preschoolers Dress Up to 
Celebrate Week of the Young Child 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The 3-year-old Brighton Reservation preschool youth and staff are all smiles dressed in some of their favorite costumes 
during costume day as part of their annual Week of the Young Child festivities on April 14. The national celebration is 
sponsored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). The purpose is to focus public 
attention on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services 
that meet those needs. 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 7 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

2 4 HOURS A DAY 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


More photos from Ahfachkee School's Literacy Fair 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee School’s upper grades teacher Antonio Wright, 
center, works with a group of students on discovering 
context clues of unfamiliar words. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen and Sagemont School second- 
grader Mahala Billie works on a crossword puzzle entitled 
“Vegetables.” 


More photos from Fort Pierce youth's Billie Swamp Safari field trip 



Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 

Rey Becerra, right, of the Billie Swamp Safari critter show Serinity Smith shows no fear as she holds the scaly 
hands Tavaria Moss one of his many animals on show. alligator at the critter show. 


^/IPTkket Place .COM 


PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 


The Preferred Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
Taylor Swift 
Wisin y Yandel 
ZZ Top 
Katy Perry 
Def Leppard 
Freestyle Extravaganza 
U2 

Motley Crue/Poison 
Rihanna 

Sade/John Legend 
Brtiney Spears 
Selena Gomez 
Vans Warped Tour 
Goo Goo Dolls 
Ke$ha 

Rock Star Energy Fest 
Rascal Flatts 
Maroon 5 / Train 

Monster Jam Truck Racing 

Get a text for last minute ticket deals! 


TEXT TICKETS TO 91 944 

for IasI ftifak 4icM jUs! 


A VIP MOSILE ALERTS! 



ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 
. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 

EVENTS 

305.443,3000 

TRAVEL 

305.445.6566 


VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 

ent@vipticketplace.com 

. Preferred Seats 
• Preferred Service 


JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

61 

Become A Fan 

Get the latest event updates! 

Vipticketplace.com 
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Native Learning Center 


O Annual 

summer 

CONFERENCE 

June 20 - 23, 2011 


The Westin Tampa Harbour Island, Tampa FL 


Learning, sharing and networking come together 
for our 3rd Annual Summer Conference. The 
Native Learning Center will present a full slate of 
courses that are unique and “Native-centric” by 
design, with classes being offered in the areas of; 
Housing Strategies, Grant Writing, Celebrating 
Culture and Language, Financial Wellness and 
Tribal Government. 


Registration is FREE for Natives and 
those working with Indian Country. 


Special Hotel Rate of $92 
through June 6 th 

Call (813) 229-5000 and 
use booking code NLCA 


Learn More & Register at: 
www.NativeLearningCenter.com 


One Course § One Person can impact a 
Whole Community -for generations 


Native 


Learning Center 


Arts & Crafts 
Vendors Wanted 

Call 954-931-2315 


Legal Notice 


If you are a 

Native American Farmer 


or the heir of one 
who was denied a 

USDA farm loan 

or loan servicing 

between 1981 and late 1999, 


You can get up to $50,000 or more from a 
$760 million class action settlement. 


To receive a payment 
you must file a claim 
by December 27, 2011. 


For more information about the Keepseagle 
Settlement 

and how to file a claim: 

call 1-888-233-5506 
or visit 

www.lndianFarmClass.com. 




300 S. University Drive • Pembroke Pines 

[954] 436.3036 

www.VeraMotors.com 
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THE S YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 


LINCOLN 




PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 
& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 


THE LOWEST PRICES, PAYMENTS & FINANCING! 



0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 



SEE YOUR NEW 
FORD FOR LESS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 

WE’LL 
BEAT THEIR 
PRICE! 

JUST CALL US! 



OVER 20 ACRES OF NEW & PRE-OWNED VEffel? 

“A family owned and operated business” ■ We treat you like family” 




8655 PINES BLVD. 

HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 
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Announcements 


JOB POSTING 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Seminole Tribune 

Senior Editor: Responsible for leading the STOF Communications staff to research, write and edit 
articles, headline and cutline writing, and ensuring story accuracy and timeliness. Oversee designs 
and production. Proofreads publications, documents or any other materials as assigned. Ensures 
that the material is error free and appropriate prior to final printing and distribution. May also be 
required to perform reporting duties. The individual works closely with Editor-in-Chief. Bach, 
degree pref. and 3-5 years of related exp. in the same or similar work environment including book 
publishing or related enterprise (magazine publishing, library, bookstore, newspaper, yearbook, 
public relations); or any equivalent combination of edu./exp. Excellent English written and verbal 
communication skills. Excellent computer skills utilizing. Windows/ MS Office, and Adobe 
InDesign and Photoshop applications. Ability to travel and work a flexible schedule. 


POEMS 


| COLLEGE TOUR 



“Why Do I Love My Seminole Girls” 

Sometimes at night, when I look to the sky, 

I start thinking of you and then ask myself, why? 
Why do I love my Seminole girls? I think and smile, 
Because I know the list could run on for miles. 

The whisper of your voice, the warmth or your touch, 
So many little things that make me love my Seminole 
girls so much. 

The way you support me, and help with my 
emotions, 

The way that you care and show such devotion. 

The way that you kiss, fills me with desire, 

And how you hold me with the warmth of a blazing 
fire. 
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9TH-12TH GRADE STUDENTS 
JUNE 26— JULY 2, 2011 
Come join us as we visit schools in 


spy Georgia and South Carolina 
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DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: MAY 20, 2011 
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££1 Contact: Linda Iley, Higher Education Advisor 
(954) 989-6840 ext. 10540 or ext. 10551 
Susan Kuipers, Brighton/Tampa Higher Educ. Recruiter 4P 
A (863) 763-3572 ext. 14604 || 

Luis Yeguez, Imm/Big Cypress Higher Educ. Recruiter 
Sip (239) 867-5303 ext. 16446 
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The way your eyes shine when you look at me, 
Lost with you forever is where I want to be. 

The way that I feel when you’re by my side, 

A sense of completion and overflowing pride. 

The dreams that I dream, that all involve you, 
The possibilities I see and the things we can do. 

How you finish the puzzle that lies inside my heart, 
How that deep in my soul, you are the most 
important part. 

I could go on for days, telling of what I feel, 

But all you really must know is my love for my 
Seminole girls is real. 


“Someone” 

Someone in my heart beyond all my pride, 

Holds a secret desire so intense deep inside. 
Imprisoned with all my passion and love, 
Unknown to anyone but the lord up above. 

A desire for someone to cherish and hold, 

The need for love to call my own. 

Someone who keeps me shining day and night, 
Someone to kiss and make up with after a fight. 
Someone who appreciates and respects all I can be, 
Someone who’s strong enough to commit and love only me. 
Someone who will be there to kiss away my tears, 
Secure my doubts and release my fears. 

Someone who can restore my faith in love once again. 
This love is like a dream that has yet to become true, 

Or to believed until I found you. . . 


East Coast Warrior 
Alex Tucker 
Hollywood/Rez 
Otter Clan 


Hot Pursuit 


Alex Tucker 
Hollywood/Rez 
Otter Clan 


Miss Kelin Bert = Koy = A proud member 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida who resides 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico and is attending 
Menaul Middle School and is a member of the 
Menaul Middle School girls basketball team. 

The team is composed of 6th through 8th 
graders; Kelin was one of two 6th graders on 
the team. A total of 1 1 girls on the team. The 
coach is Mrs. Monahan and Kelin is No. 32. 

This was Kelin ’s first season ever playing 
basketball. Her height gave her an advantage 
over the other players as she stands at 5 ’6” 
and she is 12 years old. Kelin was 11 when she 
started. 

Kelin started the first three games, she is 
the team’s center. Her parents say she picked 
up the game really quick for a first timer. The 
team was led by point guard Elena DuBois and 
forward Ashdyn Monahan. 

They came up short of the playoffs but 
still had a very productive season. Kelin is 
continuing to work on her skills in her off time 
to refine her game for next season. Kelin ’s 
proud parent is Davina Motlow. 

Good job Koy, 

We all love you. 



Menaul School 



“My Truth” 

I remember when I was young, I was good. 
But, as I got older, life became difficult for me. 
I learned of the world, so I went out into the 
world and tried to live. I almost lost myself... 

I am Indian 
And I know it, 

I was raised to be nice to all people 
The people of the world. 

When I was wandering the earth I found 
myself, so remember be yourself and in life 
make the right choice. 

Remember don’t forget it’s a choice that’s all it 
is, so choose right. It’s easy. 

Respectfully, 

Gator Doctor 


“My First Impression” 

Here I am again, since the last time I wrote these 
iron walls here have gotten thin. 

All my thanks and respects go out to you, my 
friends. 

Now here is knowledge 

As I live I see my future, it is freedom. 

Life is beautiful and I know it, when I get home 
I can not wait to show it. 

I will shine on like the sun in the sky. 

Peace is the way, always remember. . . 

My name is gator I can not believe I was giving 
an opportunity to introduce myself to you. . . 

So I want you to know, I am honest and true. No 
matter how I did it, or where I was a when I did 
it, I got through. To some of you, maybe all of 
you... 

My first impression, hope it was a good one! 

Thanks, 

Gator 


CLASSIFIED 


“My True Ride or Die” 


“My blessing” 



Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Salena you are my true ride or die. 

Baby you keep it gutter, 

I know I done bust me a lie. To have a woman so fly. 

I will love you for this lifetime the second and the third, 

Your so beautiful, 

Especially the way those apple bottom jeans hug your every curve. 
When we go out I see alot of dudes do throw shade. 

Its all good though, 

Cause this young stallion they will never faze. 

Your love and loyalty are so real. 

Please marry me, 

You penatrated a heart that I thought was made of solid steel. 

I know you love to dance. 

Let me take you out, 

Better yet lets stay home and enjoy the romance. 

You know you so sexy riding in that Chrysler sitting on 22 ’s 
Salena you got me feinin, 

But I’m a soldier Ima ride for you baby boo. 

I love you baby you will see. 

Your heart matches mine, 

We are soulmates you feel me. 

I’m dat true “G” not some oT square. 

But when it comes to you, 

Man I’m just a big ol’ teddy bear. 

Thank you for a love so true. 

My most beloved, 

I know God took alittle bit more time when he made you. 


Just when my nights were getting cold and lonely there you were 
A ray of sun shine peeking through the clouds, 

God sent me a blessing that I am sure. 

They say the eyes are windows to the soul. 

When I look into yours Salena, 

My love craves to take its toll. 

Your sexy, you know it to 
Small waist, thick thighs, 

Theres no one else in the world but you. 

Love and loyalty is all that counts 
Beauty is one thing, 

But its a bonus to have a booty so round. 

You will always be my baby who I call cheese. 

Every thug needs a lady, 

Don’t hate on me cause I have a dime piece 
I woud give you the world if I had access to it. 

Baby you are a goddess, 

Salena you and I are a perfect fit. 

My life is fulfilled now that I have you. 

Thank you for your love, 

My search is over baby I finally found a love so true. 

Love, joy and happiness its all one in the same. 

I love you baby, 

Salena Cypress the one who bares the sweetest name. 

The one and only, 

Myron Cypress 


Love, 

Myron Cypress 
Seminole 





^IAINo^ 


annua 



ENTERTAINMENT 




owners 

meeting 


SATURDAY, JUNE 11 
10 AM 

BALLROOM 

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK 
HOLLYWOOD 

Get important news 
and updates about the 
Hard Rock International Brand 
and see what's in store 
for our future. 

Questions? Please call 954.327.7684. 

All Seminole Tribe Members 
and their immediate families 
are welcome to attend. 
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Brighton’s Fourth Annual Spring Break Triathlon Brings On Competition 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. crosses the 
finish line taking first place in the senior men’s category of 
the fourth annual Brighton Spring Break Triathlon on April 
29-30. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The fourth annual Brighton 
Spring Break Triathlon was a success April 29-30 
bringing out more teams than ever competing for 
the fastest time. 

Sponsored by Brighton Recreation, the youth 
kicked off the competition on April 29 with three 
teams racing against the clock. 

The race began in the pool with three youth 
swimming 200 yards. 

“When we started having a triathlon race we 
found out that there were participants that didn’t 
like swimming, so we came up with a three-man 
team,” event organizer Kai Setty said. “It’s worked 
out pretty well.” 

Lahna Sedatol-Baker, Jaryaka Baker and 
Layton Thomas didn’t shy away from the swim. 
Swimming a total of six laps back and forth, the 
three youth touched off sending their teammates on 
a five-mile bike ride. 

Dyami Nelson was first to hit the bike trail 
followed by Kalgary Johns and Erena Billie. After 
reaching the water station the youth made their 
way back to the pool where they sent their final 
teammate on the last leg of the race, a two-mile run. 

Trevor Thomas, Kayla Nelson and Keyana 
Nelson all finished strong within a minute of each 
other. Each team took first place for their age 
division. 

The competition was on as the seniors and 


adults took on the fitness challenge April 30. 

“At least 70 percent of the participants train for 
the event,” Setty said. 

The seniors got an early start hitting the pool 
for their 105 -yard swim at 8 a.m. Although in 
separate divisions, the always competitive seniors 
and cousins Connie Whidden and Willie Johns 
swam back and forth while still keeping an eye on 
the other. 

Willie Johns was the first competitor out of the 
pool, sending teammate Wonder Johns on his two- 
mile bike ride. Following right behind, Whidden 
sent her team member Patty Waldron off. Onnie 
Osceola also joined in the bike portion with her 
team’s swimmer not showing up. 

Waldron proved strong as she blew past all 
competitors and slapped hands with runner Martha 
Jones. Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 
and Mable Tichenor followed behind in the one- 
mile run, with all finishing with impressive times. 

The competition got even more heated when 
the adults took to the pool, with two men’s teams 
and two women’s teams competing against each 
other. 

Norman Bowers, Richard Osceola and Elton 
Shore challenged Howard Jimmie, Adrian Baker 
and Ignacio Orozco. 

Swimming 200 yards in less than six minutes 
Jimmie gave his team a huge lead. However, once 
Bowers touched off and sent Osceola on the five- 
mile bike ride, the gap was closed and Osceola 

Please see TRIATHLON on page 2C 



Rachel Buxton 

Wonder Johns enjoys his part of the race on his trike. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Deforest Carter of Native Flight intensely stares down his opponent in the 
championship game of the annual Native American Youth Organization 
basketball tournament held April 22-23. 


N.A.Y.0 Basketball Tournament 
Returns to South Florida 

BY CH RIS C. JEN KINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD/DAVIE — After two years, the Native American 
Youth Organization (N.A.Y.O) basketball tournament returned to the 
Hollywood Reservation and surrounding areas with close to 40 teams 
and numerous states vying for championships and bragging rights in 
men’s and women’s action. 

Known as the biggest basketball tournament east of the Mississippi, 
three locations hosted the event held April 22-23 in a double-elimination 
format with the winners taking home trophies and sweatshirts. 

“It is always a great turnout for the kids and was once again a great 
tournament for everyone,” said Tim Smith, N.A.Y.O president and 
North Carolina Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians Tribal citizen. “The 
kids love coming to Florida because there is so much to do and it is a 
great destination to come to.” 

“It was all smooth sailing once again, and we are continuing to get 
more and more Natives show their talents and had a few D-l players out 
there also this year,” Smith continued. 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. said the 
tournament brought back fond memories of past playing days. 

“I used to play in it (NAYO tournament) when I was a kid, and I 
enjoy coming out and watching the kids play. It is an opportunity for 
these kids to get away from home and have a good time,” Rep. Osceola 
said. 

Second year tournament Head 
Coach Duck Lossiah of the girls 
Eastern Band Cherokee Indian 
(EBCI) Wolfpack team said the 
annual event brings out the best in 
players competitively. 

“This is about domination; this 
is about bragging rights and good, 
old wholesome ball. In a function 
like this it is good for our youth. 
This is what it is all about,” Lossiah 
said. 

The women’s and men’s 
championship games were held 
at the Hollywood Seminole 
Recreation Gym to a standing 
room capacity and saw dominating 
performances from the undefeated 
Hollywood-dominated women of 
Unconquered All- Stars and the 
men of Native Flight. 

Featuring several Tribal 
citizens, the ladies title game saw 
Unconquered All- Stars and co- 
head coaches Carlos Adamson and 
Tribal citizen Byron Billie control 
the tempo, winning in a 48-27 
blowout over Peaches & Cream 
of Cherokee, N.C. Hollywood 
Christian ladies star Ariah Osceola 
led the All- Stars in scoring with 18 
points. 

Please see NAYO on page 2C 



Chris C. Jenkins 


N.A.Y.O. President Tim Smith stands 
center court at the Hollywood’s 
Seminole Recreation Gym and thanks 
the many supporters of N.A.Y.O. 


Native Premonitions Fishing Team Competes in Yamaha Pro Tour 


BY NAJI TO BIAS 
Staff Reporter 

SARASOTA — It’s just after 5 a.m. at the dock of Sarasota’s Sara 
Bay Marina on April 30. 

Rising up early on the clearly dark and crisp Saturday morning, 
Hollywood Tribal citizen Leon Wilcox and his Native Premonitions 
fishing team got prepared to take a day-long trek out in the Gulf of 
Mexico’s waters with one goal in mind. 

In what was the first leg of the 2011 season’s Yamaha Professional 
Kingfish Tour - the fishing tournament took place from April 29-30 - 
Native Premonitions was one of about 150 teams from all over the 
Southeast vying for the coveted win to start the year off right. 

The Native Premonitions team of Leon Wilcox, James “Big Chief’ 
Hammonds, Alan McPherson and James Stecki planned to travel as far 
out as necessary to achieve their main goal of catching the largest kingfish 
in this Southern Kingfish Association tournament. 

Still relatively dark outside, Native Premonitions - with Wilcox as the 
fishing team’s captain and boat operator - was all aboard on the watercraft 
en route to the boating dock of downtown Sarasota for the purpose of 
picking up bait. 

Once the Native Premonitions collective reached downtown, they 


saw a slew of fellow competing teams out there to get the same thing. By 
then, the sun had finally risen. They knew it was time to go to work. 

Egmont Channel s 90 Foot Hole Experience 

Gliding through the relatively calm waters near Tampa Bay, the Native 
Premonitions foursome came to a stop at Egmont Channel’s 90 Foot 
Hole. At about 20 miles offshore from the Sara Bay Marina, Hammonds 
discussed how this spot would be the best one to snag a kingfish. 

“There’s a drop from 50 to 90 feet of water,” the Lumbee (North 
Carolina) Tribal citizen said of the Egmont Channel’s 90 Foot Hole. “The 
kingfish could hide themselves in this deep water, so that’s why we came 
out here to catch them.” 

The offshore conditions, as Hammonds described, were near-perfect 
during the day, with calm waters, a relatively light wind, sunny skies and 
warm temperatures. 

Hammonds recapped how the morning hours turned out for Native 
Premonitions. 

“We had a small bite in the morning at about 9:00, but it’s over right 
now,” Hammond said at the time. “The kingfish we caught was close to 
10 pounds, but we need to catch at least a 50 pound one to compete. It’s 
midday out here, so we’re hoping for a major bite later on in the evening. 
The best bite is usually either in the morning or late evening, so you want 
to get that in as early as you can.” 

It was a different story a day earlier, Hammonds 
said, as choppy winds and scattered rain showers put a 
damper on what was planned to be a big one for Team 
Premonitions. Even though the angling team traveled as far 
as 30 miles offshore, the best they managed to catch was an 
8.9 pound kingfish, according to the weigh-in results later 
in that afternoon. 

“The conditions were just too rough out there, so that 
kind of set us back,” Hammonds said. “At this point, we’re 
not in the running to win this tournament.” 

Native Premonitions spent most of the day not far 
from the 90 Foot Hole. If not for motor issues, the team 
may have traveled as far south as Key West in their quest 
to catch a big kingfish this time out. 

“We’re just grinding it out right now,” Hammonds 
said. “We got a lot of grass out here today, but we’re just 
trying to be patient enough to get that one big kingfish we 
need.” 

And that they did, as they spent the afternoon hours 
navigating the Gulf of Mexico in hopes of making that 
huge catch. Toward the end of the run - all angling had 
until 5 p.m. to return to Sara Bay Marina for the kingfish 
weigh-in - Native Premonitions stopped at just a mile 
offshore at Sarasota Beach. 

Wilcox, who had been manning the boat the entire 
way, offered a recap on his team’s strategy throughout the 
two-day tournament. 

“It was tough to ride out with just two engines on the 

Please see PRO TOUR on page 2C 



Naji Tobias 

Sponsored by the partnership of Seminole Tribe, Seminole Media Productions and Best Buy, 
Native Premonitions competed against a large field of angling teams in the first leg of the Yamaha 
Pro Tour from April 29-30 in Sarasota. From left, James Stecki, Hollywood Tribal citizen/native 
Premonitions captain Leon Wilcox, James ‘Big Chief’ Hammonds and Alan McPherson are out on 
the dock of Sara Bay Marina in Sarasota in the late afternoon hours of April 30 as the tournament 
draws to its conclusion. 


PECS Lady Seminoles Conclude Awesome 9-1 Inaugural Season 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — The Pemayetv Emahakv Lady Seminoles softball 
team set the bar high when they closed with a 9-1 inaugural season for 
2011. Playing their final game away from home against the Glades Day 
Gators on April 6, they stomped their opponents with a 28-4 win. 

The Lady Seminoles played their season opener on February 22 on 
their home field against Glades Day Gators and came away with a 6-5 
loss. Rising to the challenge during their seasonal finale in Gator territory, 
they turned the tables around. 

"What a way to avenge a loss," said head coach Darryl Allen. "To go 
on the road and score 28 runs against Glades Day is not what I expected. 
I felt confident that we would win, but I figured on a tough seven inning 
game. That's what we prepared to do. In the first game we were very timid, 
but we developed aggression as the season progressed. We were definitely 
not the team they had played back in February." 

"From the beginning of the game, we were extremely focused," 
continued Allen. "It seemed like we turned on our switch early and never 
turned it off. We've played well all season, but this was without a doubt 
the best game that we've played all year in all phases of the game. We hit 
the ball extremely well and defensively made plays." 

Breanna Billie pitched a complete game, giving up three hits and no 
walks, while recording 1 1 strike outs in five innings of work. The final 
game brought her pitching record to 6-0 for the season. 

In the final analysis of the game, each of the nine players on the field 
made decisive contributions to the final score as follows: No. 3 Lahna 
Sedatol 2-2, an inside park homerun, three walks, three stolen bases with 
five runs scored. No. 67 Shae Pierce 2-4, one double, one single, one 
walk, one stolen base and four runs scored. No. 4 Sydnee Cypress 1-2, 
1 double, 2 walks, 1 stolen base and 3 runs scored. No. 2 Breanna Billie 

1- 2, an inside park homerun, three walks, two stolen bases and four runs 
scored. No. 5 Darlah Cypress 3-5, one single, one double, an inside park 
homerun, two stolen bases and four runs scored. No. 33 Kalgary Johns 

2- 4, two singles, one walk, four stolen bases and two runs scored. No. 00 


Justice Baker 1-3, one single, three stolen bases and one run scored. No. 
13 Diamond Shore 2-2, two singles and two runs scored. Jennifer Tommie 
1-3, one triple and two runs scored. 

Head coach Darryl Allen and assistant coaches Harry Tewksberry and 
Wildcat Naha Jumper congratulated the Lady Seminoles on a successful 
first season and look forward to working with them in the future. 

"We are very proud to have the Lady Seminoles softball team join our 
athletic program at the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School," said PECS 
Administrative Assistant Michele Thomas. "This is yet another first for 
our school and community support throughout the inaugural season has 
been overwhelming." 



Photo courtesy of Michele Thomas 

The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Lady Seminoles and their coaches shared 
a 9-1 inaugural softball season for 2011. 

See more photos on page 5C 
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From page 1C 


“The girls finally woke up (in the second 
game). We were trying to instill in them from 
the beginning that they were the team to look 
up to,” Billie said. “I was proud of each one 
of them. This type of team and moment does 
not come along very often.” 

On the men’s side, Native Flight were 
led by former Montverde Academy Tribal 
hoops star Deforest Carter. In their first 
year in N.A.Y.O competition, Native Flight 
led the entire game versus an undermanned 
and over-matched Choctaw Tropics squad 
winning 73-43 in a Mercy-Ruling. In the 
process the Tropics sent one of its players 
(Keith Riggens) to the hospital for a checkup 
due to severe dehydration. Carter led his 
team with 22 points. 

“I knew we would win the game but I 
hoped they (Choctaw Tropics) would have 
stopped earlier based on them starting to 
cramp up (due to fatigue),” said Native Flight 
head coach Bronson Hill of the Tropics team. 
“As far as the tournament, I was surprised 
we dominated early on because there were 
so many good teams that played this year.” 

N.A.Y.O 2012 will be held in Poarch 
Creek, Ala. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr., 
near right, enjoys first round tournament action. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

2011 N.A.Y.O. ladies’ champion Unconquered All-Stars 



Chris C. Jenkins 


2011 N.A.Y.O. men’s champion Native Flight 



Photo courtesy of Angler Magazine 

In the 14th Annual Key West Harbor’s King Mackerel Tournament, held from Jan. 21-23 in 
Key West, Team Premonitions placed second overall in Division 10 of the Southern Kingfish 
Association, as they caught a kingfish that weighed in at 60.70 pounds. From left, Native 
Premonitions angling teammates Alan McPherson, James Stecki and Hollywood Tribal 
citizen Leon Wilcox. 


PRO TOUR 

From page 1C 


first day,” Wilcox said. “We were down 
one engine, but we were still hoping we 
could get a big kingfish out there. It just 
didn’t pan out for us.” 

Wilcox continued his analysis on 
the tournament, as he made it his point 
to place the experience in perspective. 

“I have a bunch of great guys on my 
team,” the longtime Tribal fisherman 
said of his teammates. “Some of them 
flew in from North and South Carolina. 
We all discussed our overall game plan 
together, and they’re right behind me 
100 percent. My crew is the best.” 

Native Premonitions and Best 
Buy s Partnership 

Native Premonitions was not in the 
running to win the first leg of this year’s 
Yamaha Pro Tour, as they were unable 
to catch the minimum 10 pounds of 
kingfish on both days. 

Nevertheless, it’s not always just 
about winning and losing. Competing 
in the Yamaha Pro Tour is also about 
forging and maintaining relationships 
with fellow anglers and sponsors. 

And that’s what Wilcox has forged 
with primary sponsor Best Buy and its 
marine division’s business manager, 
Ben Wells. 

“They have done a lot for me and 
I really appreciate it,” Wilcox said. “In 
this business, you need somebody like 
Ben to help you out. We have something 
in common and I’m looking for a long- 
term relationship here.” 

Wells, a Best Buy-Marine Division 
businessman who represents about 250 
stores nationwide, touched on how the 
Native Premonitions-Best Buy business 
relationship came about. 

“From an advertising perspective, 
obviously you want visibility and 
awareness,” Wells said of the partnership. 
“The SKA (Southern Kingfish 
Association) is a great organization 
that has multiple tournaments going 
on throughout the season. We knew 
it was a great opportunity to reach the 
community and our core customers. It’s 
a perfect match for us.” 

Wilcox’s strong cultural alignment 


with the Tribe played a significant role in 
how Best Buy saw Native Premonitions 
as a viable team to partner with. 

“We wanted to sponsor a team 
that was high in energy and very well- 
respected,” Wells said. “Obviously we 
want to win tournaments, but it’s more 
important for us to have a team that has 
fun and can show how wonderful the 
angling hobby can be.” 

The partnership took off in F ebruary, 
with Stecki introducing Wilcox to Wells 
in a meeting last fall that ultimately 
paved the way for this union. 

“We wanted to make sure Leon felt 
good about what we had to offer,” Wells 
said. “After having a few meetings with 
him, it proved to be a magical fit. We 
have strong value systems that are in 
alignment with each other. We couldn’t 
be more pleased with the team.” 

Moving Ahead 

Wells described the Southern 
Kingfish Association’s season as a 
marathon and not a sprint. So it’s 
important, he said, to not get caught up 
in what transpired in the Sarasota leg of 
the Yamaha Pro Tour. 


After all, Wilcox’s Native 
Premonitions team came into this 
tournament ranked second in their SKA 
division, according to Wells. In a fishing 
tournament down in Key West this past 
February, Native Premonitions placed 
second overall as they caught a 60 
pound kingfish. 

“You can’t look at one off weekend 
as defining one season or a career,” Wells 
said. “I’m not worried at all. History 
will tell you that Leon and his team 
will perform well. He’s had a record 
of strong performances year after year. 
Deep down, we’ll have some wonderful 
weekends as the season goes on. Leon 
will be back on top in no time.” 

Native Premonitions finished fifth 
overall in the second leg of the Yamaha 
Pro Tour, held in Jensen Beach from 
May 12-14, as the team caught kingfish 
of 38 and 31 pounds, respectively. 

The next two legs of the Yahama 
Pro Tour consist of stops in Fourchon, La. 
(June 2-4) and Little River, S.C. (Oct. 6-8). 

The season finale, also known as the 
Yamaha Pro Championships, is slated to 
occur from Nov. 7-9 in Biloxi, Miss. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen/Native Premonitions captain 
Leon Wilcox mans the Seminole Media Productions and 
Best Buy-sponsored boat out on Egmont Channel. 



Naji Tobias 


With a Sonatrach oil ship in the background, Native Premonitions teammates 
James ‘Big Chief’ Hammonds and Leon Wilcox relax for a moment together on 
Egmont Key in the late morning hours of April 30. 



Rachel Buxton 


Laverne Thomas crosses the finish line after her 
two-mile run. 


TRIATHLON 

From page 1C 


pulled in front. 

Coming down to Shore 
and Orozco in the two-mile run 
spectators made their predictions. 
Shore kept the lead with Orozco 
crossing the finish line right 
behind. 

The women’s competition 
was just as intense with Nancy 
Jimmie, Reina Micco and Carla 
Gopher competing against 
Michele Thomas, Andrea Holata 
and Laverne Thomas. 

Nancy Jimmie and Michele 
Thomas went head-to-head in 
the pool followed by Micco and 
Holata on the bike. Micco and 
Holata finished their ride sending 
Gopher and Laverne Thomas on 
the final leg of the race. Gopher’s 
team maintained the lead 
snagging the first place finish. 

“We try to get events and 
games to increase their health 
awareness,” Setty said. “Overall 
health and fitness is our goal.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Erena Billie tags Kayla Nelson to begin the last leg of the race. 



The fourth annual Brighton 
Spring Break Triathlon Results: 

Youth 

Bovs 11-13 

1 . Layton Thomas, Dyami Nelson, 
Trever Thomas = 57:46 

Girls 11-13 

1 . Lahna Sedatol-Baker, Kalgary 
Johns, Keyana Nelson = 59:46 

Girls 16-17 

1 . Jaryaka Baker, Kayla Nelson, 
Erena Billie = 58:52 

Seniors 

Men 

1 . Willie Johns, Wonder Johns, Br. 
Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers 
Jr. = 47:36 


Women 

1 . Connie Whidden, Patty 
Waldron, Martha Jones = 35:23 
2. Onnie Osceola, Mable Tichenor 
= 51:46 

Adults 

Men 

1 . Norman Bowers, Richard 
Osceola, Elton Shore = 43:54 

2. Howard Jimmie, Adrian Baker, 
Ignacio Orozco = 48:12 

Women 

1 . Nancy Jimmie, Reina Micco, 
Carla Gopher = 51 :00 

2. Michele Thomas, Andrea 
Holata, Laverne Thomas = 

1:02:36 



Lahna Sedatol-Baker kicks off the edge of the pool for her last lap. 


Rachel Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 

Mable Tichenor, left, tags Onnie Osceola to begin her one-mile walk. 
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Elrod Bowers 

FSU running back Lonnie Pryor keeps his eyes on the ball at the 3rd 
Annual Chaka’s Stars Foundation Golf Tournament. 


Chaka’s Stars Foundation Holds Third Annual Golf Tournament 



Elrod Bowers 


FSU running back Lonnie Pryor, second from left, and Miami Dolphins linebacker Channing Crowder, center right, with the 
Seminole Tribe team. Crowder attended the University of Florida, which will host FSU this year on November 26. 



Elrod Bowers 


Jacory Harris tries out a new sport at the Chaka Stars Golf 
Tournament. Harris is the frontrunner for the quarterback 
position at the University of Miami. 



Elrod Bowers 


Channing Crowder of the Miami Dolphins on the tee 
box at the 3rd Annual Chaka’s Stars Foundation Golf 
Tournament. 



Elrod Bowers 


Chaka and special guests. From left, Channing Crowder, Miami Dolphins; Travis Benjamin, 
UM Hurricanes; Lonnie Pryor, FSU; Chaka Smith; Randy Philips, Detroit Lions; Jacory Harris, 
UM Hurricanes. Smith is the co-founder of the Chaka’s Stars Foundation, which provides a 
variety of programs and services to Okeechobee area youth. “Many people have seen it to 
be effective and we’ve seen an increase in sponsorship, which increases the amount of kids 
it helps,” Smith said. 
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Elrod Bowers 


The Seminole Tribe team pose with FSU running back Lonnie Pryor, far left, and Miami Dolphins 
linebacker Channing Crowder, second from right. 


Miss Florida Seminole Sponsors Local Little League 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Miss Florida Seminole 
Cassandra Jimmie knows first hand the benefits of 
youth participating in sports programs and is doing 
her part to encourage youth to make healthy lifestyle 
choices. 

"My parents enrolled me in the Immokalee Little 
League as soon as I was old enough to join a team and 
I have been playing sports ever since," Jimmie said. 
"Interacting with friends, learning about teamwork, 
exercise, sportsmanship, development of work ethics 
and channeling your competitive drive are valuable 
lessons that children can begin to learn at an early age." 

Relating to her own experiences, Cassandra 
recalled how she and her friends were too busy having 
fun in a healthy, productive atmosphere to get involved 
with the wrong element in the community and take to 
playing in the streets. Focusing on the positive, she 
enjoyed going to school and achieving small goals 
that she set for herself, which eventually helped her 
generate the courage to reach for bigger goals. 


Participating in sports throughout her elementary, 
middle school and high school years opened doors for 
her to pursue higher education. Graduating from high 
school with above average grades, she is now attending 
college and mapping a road to a bright future. 

As an Immokalee Little Leaguer, Jimmie noticed 
how difficult it was for some families to afford the 
necessary uniforms, equipment and transportation 
funds to participate in the program. Recognizing that 
no child should be left behind, she decided to do her 
part to make a difference. 

"My first memories of playing ball are the Little 
League Field at the Tony Rosbaugh Park in Immokalee. 
It didn’t take much effort for me to decide that I wanted 
to help the next group of children to reach for their 
dreams on my old playing field," Jimmie said. "By 
using a small portion of my dividend to sponsor two 
teams, I am hoping to support the next generation in 
the same way that others helped me." 

Cassandra Jimmie has donated her full support to 
two teams of 10, 11 and 12 year olds for the current 
Little League Season. The girls’ "Wolf Pack" and the 
boys’ "Jimmie’s Crew" have 11 players each, and she 

is hoping that helping 
them will encourage 
them to want to help 
someone else. Two of her 
siblings, Destinee and 
Jon Jimmie play on her 
teams along with another 
Tribal member Jillian 
Rodriguez. 

"I am grateful to 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for giving me the 
opportunity to represent 
them as Miss Florida 
Seminole. They have 
placed their faith in me, 
and I feel that part of 
my responsibilities as 
their ambassador is to 
encourage all youth to 
stay in school and strive 
for an education that 
will insure a future for 
themselves, their families 
and communities." 


Judy Weeks 

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie sponsors “Jimmie’s Crew” for the current 
Immokalee Little League program. 


Sponsoring Immokalee 
Little League’s “Wolf 
Pack” is a project close 
to the heart of Miss 
Florida Seminole Cas- 
sandra Jimmie. 

Judy Weeks 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


MUSEUM 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


Presents the highly anticipated 



Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18th and 19th centuries. 

F ni March 2011 
through Jf a uuary 2012 

MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 
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It was a tough break for Freddy WarBonnet when his Bareback Bronc flipped EIRA youth prepare for a rough evening on May 6 in the John Jimmie Memorial Calf Roper Justin Gopher throws a perfect loop to take down his steer, 
over in the arena. Arena in Immokalee. 


EIRA Celebrates Cinco de Mayo in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) participants took their sport 
on the road to the John Jimmie Memorial Arena in 
Immokalee on May 6 and 7 for the Cinco de Mayo 
celebration. 

Cinco de Mayo commemorates a historical 
event that took place when our neighbors across the 
border in Mexico rose up against a superior foreign 
army to fight for their freedom more than a century 
ago. 

People around the world are constantly involved 
in conflict to obtain or protect their freedom, but 
unfortunately, it is never free. Members of the EIRA 
dedicated the Cinco de Mayo Rodeo to our troops 
who are currently fighting to protect our freedom 
and help others obtain theirs. 

A little liquid sunshine in the form of much 
needed rain did not dampen the spirits of the 
contenders as they kicked off their youth rodeo 
on the evening of May 6. The clouds quickly 

Results of EIRA Youth Rodeo 

INFR Steer Riding: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Jobe Johns 
3. Andre Jumper. 

Mutton Bustin: 1 . Creek Gopher, 2. Bryce Baker 

Pony Riding: 1 . Mark Holmes, 2. Jobe Johns, 

3. Francisco Rodriguez. 

Senior Pony Riding: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Blevyns 
Jumper. 

Calf Riding: 1. Jaylen Baker. 

Steer Riding: 1. Jobe Johns. 

Jr. Bull Riding: 1. William Bearden, 2. Ernie Courson, 

3. Andre Jumper. 

Chute Dogging: 1 . Josh Johns, 2. Andre Jumper. 

4-8 Barrel Racing: 1 . Brighton Bauman, 2. Canaan 
Jumper, 3. Jacee Jumper. 

9-1 2 Barrel Racing: 1 . Dayra Koenes, 2. Jobe Johns, 

3. Mila Osceola. 

13-17 Barrel Racing: 1. Reagan Whitecloud, 2. Erena 


disappeared and the fans were treated to an exciting 
night of rodeo action. 

Coordinator Moses Jumper Jr. thanked everyone 
who donated their time and livestock for the Junior 
events. EIRA participants Justin Gopher and Freddy 
WarBonnet put their lifetime of rodeo experience 
to work as judges for the occasion. Rodeo ground 
employees from Big Cypress and Immokalee served 
as the arena crew, pickup men and bull fighters. 

All of the young contestants put their hearts 
into the events in hopes of someday qualifying to 
compete at the Indian National Finals Rodeo in Las 
Vegas. The same goal applies to the adults who are 
currently accumulating points that will guarantee 
them a slot in this fall's competition. 

Saturday night's sanctioned events brought 
the spectators to their feet several times as the 
contestants fought their way through the hair raising 
events with unpredictable livestock. This year's 
season has seen the number of entries in both rodeo 
divisions swell to an all time high. Enthusiasm for 
the sport is recruiting a whole new generation of 
rodeo participants and fans. 

Billie, 3. Kalgary Johns 

Jr. Breakaway: 1 . Jobe Johns, 2. Blevyns Jumper 
Jr. Steer Undecorating: 1 . Blevyns Jumper, 2. Andre 
Jumper, 3. Tyler Tigertail, 4. Josh Johns. 

Results of EIRA Sanctioned Rodeo 

Bareback Riding: 1 . Jacoby Johns. 

Steer Wrestling: 1 . Dayne Johns, 2. GrayWolf Herrera. 

Calf Roping: 1 . GrayWolf Herrera, 2. Ivan BruisedHead. 

Breakaway: 1 . Shelby Osceola, 2. Leanna Billie, 

3. Clarissa Bowers. 

50 & Over Breakaway Roping: 1 . Rudy Osceola. 

Team Roping: 1 . Freddy WarBonnet/GrayWolf Herrera, 

2. Marvin Bowers/Naha Jumper, 

3. Marvin Bowers/Cort Herrera. 

Ladies Barrel Racing: 1. Mackenzie Bowers, 

2. Carrera Gopher. 

Bull Riding: 1. Jay Garza 



Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

Davie Snow looks for a soft spot as he is catapulted off the back of a INFR Steer Riding contender Kelton Smedley earned 75 
Saddle Bronc. points for a First Place in his event. 



Judy Weeks 

Dwayne Billie Jr. drew a fast sheep in the Mutton Bustin for a 12.25 
second ride. 


Judy Weeks 

A 76 point Wild Pony Ride gave Mark Holmes a First 
Place. 


* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Trib 
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Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 





LUIS MIGUEL 
MANA 

TAYLOR SWIFT 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
RIHANNA 
SADE 

MOTLEY CRUE 
ZZTOP 
KESHA 

BRAD PAISLEY 
JUANES 

DEF LEPPARD 
JOAQUIN SABINA 


MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
ORLANDO MAGIC 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
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HAIR 

THE COLOR PURPLE 
MADAGASCAR LIVE 
SESAME STREET LIVE 
CIRQUE DU SOLEL: 
ALEGRIA 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 



Pick up your tickets at: 

BIG CYPRESS 
COUNCIL OFFICE 

863.902.3200 






Rodeo Grounds 

Big Cypress Seminole 
Reservation 
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Photo courtesy of Michele Thomas 

The Original Lady Seminole Legends join the PECS Lady Seminoles in representing the Brighton Community on the softball field on April 8. 



Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

PECS Lady Seminoles complete their inaugural season with a Ceremony Members of the original legendary Brighton Lady Seminoles convene to 
of Recognition for their eighth grade teammates and parents. challenge the new generation of PECS Lady Seminoles. 


PECS Takes on Lady Seminole Legends 
on Eighth Grade Parent Night 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — Celebrating a 
triumphant 9-1 inaugural season, the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Lady 
Seminoles were challenged to an exhibition 
game by the Lady Seminole Legends on 
April 8 at the Ollie Jones Memorial Park 
for Eighth Grade Parent Night. 

Gathering for a team photo, the Lady 
Seminole Legends gave a brief history 
of their team. They call themselves the 
Originals since their mothers made up the 
Lady Skins, which technically would be 
considered the Legends. Their team has 
been around for approximately 25 years 
with the majority of the teammates having 
played together since they were 8 or 9 years 
old. A close knit group, they still take to 
the field whenever the opportunity presents 
itself. 

Members of the Brighton community 
filled the stands to lend their support to 
both teams and congratulate the PECS 
Lady Seminoles on their successful season. 
Brighton Board Rep. Johnny Jones Sr. 
was on hand to share in the celebration 
and reminisce about the days when he and 
his brother Parker were the original Lady 
Seminole coaches. 

Head coach Darryl Allen and assistant 
coaches Harry Tewksberry and Wildcat 
Naha Jumper coordinated the opening 
ceremony in recognition of the eighth- 
grade players, who will be moving up to 
attend high school next year. 


Breanna Billie, Darlah Cypress, Justice 
Baker, Jennifer Tommie and Titiana Herrera 
were given flowers and then escorted by 
their parents in a procession beneath the 
arch of bats formed by their teammates. 

A 2011 Softball Program Yearbook 
highlighted the 16 PECS Lady Seminole 
team members and their coaches. 

"We are very proud of our 2011 
team, which has shown dedication and 
outstanding sportsmanship throughout 
the season," Allen said. "Believe in each 
other, believe in what you were taught and 
believe in yourself. You have triumphed 
over your peers and tonight you will meet 
the challenge of playing with an older, 
more experienced generation. The tradition 
continues." 

Taking to the field, both teams proved 
to be formidable opponents with no runs 
being scored until the fourth inning. The 
PECS Lady Seminoles took the lead with 
two runs in the first half of the fourth and 
then the Legends scored one run in the 
second half. 

It was the second half of the sixth 
inning before the Legends made two runs 
to take the lead, but not for long. With the 
bases loaded Kalgary Johns made it home 
to tie up the game at 3-3 during the first half 
of the seventh. 

The tie continued until the Legends 
took the lead during the final four minutes 
of the game and held it for a 4-3 win over 
the PECS Lady Seminoles. The crowd 
applauded both teams, which represent 
their school and community with pride. 


More photos from PECS Lady Seminoles inaugural 9-1 season 




Judy Weeks 

PECS Lady Seminoles defeated the Glades Day Gators with a 28-4 season finale game on 
April 6. 


Judy Weeks 

Twelve-year-old Syndee Cypress protects home plate 
from her position as catcher. 



Judy Weeks 

Shae Pierce hits a bunt ball that places her 
on first base and brings in a runner from third 
while playing the Legends. 



Judy Weeks 


Pitcher Breanna Billie improved her record to 6-0 
for the inaugural season. 


Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating... 

• Neck Pain 

1 Lower Back Pain 

• Headaches 

• Leg & Arm Pain f 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Pain 

• Auto Accident Pain 

We accept your insurance plan, PPO's, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance, 
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VrEE SPINAL EXAIM 

* & CONSULTATION 1 

TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

^ ($150 Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. * Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plazad 
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/XT MO EXTRA CHARGE 

Custom Made: Sofas • Recliners • Dinettes 
Stools • Bahamas Beds 



Sleep Better Tonight at discount Prices! 

MATTRESSES, BEDROOM SETS & SOFA SLEEPERS 






! Plus an additional 10% OFF on mattresses 


i 

b i 


from $499 and up with this coupon 



qIFq 


Recliners Starting S199 


Dinettes and Furniture 

Alfa Dinettes and Furniture 
4200 S. University Drive, Davie FI 33328 
T:954. 475. 0220 • F:954.475. 1 91 4 
www.alfadinettes.com • www.alfabarstools.com 


QUEEN SIZE 
MATTRESS AND 
FOUNDATION 

$259 


Starting from 



6 PC QUEEN BEDROOM SET 

Only $599 

INCLUDES : Queen Headboard, 

2 Nightstands, Dresser, Mirror & Chest. 

We have a wide selection of Mattresses, Bedroom Sets 
S- Sofa Sleepers in a variety of Colors available. 

Major credit cards accepted 


STORE TOUHS: 

Monday to Saturday 10 AM - 8 PM 
Sunday 11 AM -6 PM 


4200 S. University Dr. • Davie, FL 33328 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


The Hollywood Seminoles girls’ softball team and head coach Moses Jumper, far left, together 
before game time on the Hollywood Reservation softball fields for their spring softball league 
playoff game versus the Fletcher Park Blue Angels of West Hollywood on April 19. The two faced 
off for the fourth time during the season, this time in a single elimination game with the winner 
playing for the league championship. The Seminoles came back from five runs down and won 
7-6. 


Youth Seminole Softball Team Qualifies for Championship 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminoles player Annie Jumper rounds third Kiauna Martin, of the Seminoles, attempts a bunt to Tribal citizen and Fletcher Park pitcher Sarah 
base for home plate in first inning action. create some offense for her team. Deesheene throws for a strike. 


WoodsHaven Academy Hosts Second Annual Celebrity Golf Classic 



Chris C. Jenkins 

WoodsHaven Academy proprietor Danny Tommie, second from left, joins foursome members 
Ricky Doctor, Destiny Whitney and Allen Huff together on one of the greens of the second annual 
WoodsHaven Celebrity Golf Classic held at the Inverrary Country Club on May 7. The four-person 
scramble event featured local sports celebrities with proceeds benefitting the school academic 
scholarship program for deserving young applicants. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Lawrence Osceola concentrates on his approach on hole one. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Former Miami Dolphins star Lorenzo Hampton tees off from the 
sixth hole. 






3 EXTREME MACHINES. 
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954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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Major Felonies 
Drug Offenses 
Misdemeanors 
Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 
DUI Admin Review 
Appeals/Writs 
•Post Conviction 
DWLSR/HTO* 


LAW OFFICE OF 
DANIEL A; CALLAHAN, PA 
TRIAL ATTORNEY 


Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com 
www.Callahanslaw.com 


tel: (954) 524-2877 
fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


'Call to find out if you qualify for HTO-Habitual Traffic Offender Amnesty Program to remove your HTO designation, 
Also, yvi. >!wv qualify for the automatic "Clerk Withhold" options if charged with Driving While license Suspended 
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Elrod Bowers Elrod Bowers 

The teams after a hard fought tournament on April 30. Over 170 pounds of fish were caught at the 31st Annual Philmon Bowers methodically works the L-28 canal. 
Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament. 



Elrod Bowers 


From left, tournament winners Mario Posada and Frank Marrero won the 
overall tournament, the gar and mudfish categories and the Josiah Johns 
Memorial Big Bass Award. 


Team Marrero, Posada 



Elrod Bowers 

Kassim Stockton and Ryan Washington troll the L-28 canal. 
Stockton and Washington placed second in the tournament. 



Elrod Bowers 


Tony Tommie empties the livewell for the weigh-in. Tommie, 
with teammate Howard Tommie, brought in a total catch of 
13.21 pounds. 


Dominate at Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament in Big Cypress 


BY ELROD BOWERS 
Freelance Photographer 

BIG CYPRESS — Anchored by a 9.44 pound bass, the team of Frank 
Marrero and Mario Posada swept most of the categories of the 3 1 st annual 
Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament, the second leg of the Seminole 
Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series. 

It was clear at the weigh-in that the April 30 tournament was a 
standout performance by all of the competitors. “We had over 150 pounds 
of fish caught today,” said Seminole Recreation Director Moses “Big 
Shot” Jumper. 

The fishing was so good that although the second place team of 
Kassim Stockton and Ryan Washington brought in over 22 pounds, equal 
to the winners of the Howard Tiger Fishing Tournament, they still finished 
5.5 pounds behind Marrero and Posada. 

According to Posada, the team used everything in the tackle box. 
“We threw a little bit of everything,” said Posada. “Top waters, worms, 
crankbaits. We actually missed landing a 7-pounder when we were at four 
fish, but then we got the 9-pounder after that.” 

Posada attributed the torrid bite to the weather, which was milder than 
at the Howard Tiger Memorial last month. “There was lots of coverage 
today. Last tournament, we caught most of the fish early in the morning,” 
said Posada. “This time we caught them throughout the day.” 

In addition to their 9-pound bass, which brought them the Josiah 
Johns Memorial Big Bass Award, Marrero and Posada also won the Gar 
and Mudfish categories. However, it was not a complete shutout as the 
team of Mike and Ernie Tiger won the Crappie category. 

The teams now will prepare for the final leg of the Triple Crown 
Series, the Bass Buster Fishing Tournament on May 28. Up for grabs are 
the Sonny DiCarlo Trophy and the Clyde Tiger Big Bass Award. 


31st Annual Seminole Recreation Fishing Tournament Tournament Results - 
Second Leg of Triple Crown Series 

Bass 

1 . Frank Marrero/Mario Posada - 27.85 pounds 
2. Kassim Stockton/Ryan Washington - 22.16 pounds 
3. Mike Tiger/Ernie Tiger - 20.55 pounds 
4. Josh Jumper/Blevyns Jumper- 19.21 pounds 
5. Chuck Osceola/Fred Flabermann - 16.07 pounds 
6. Fred Philips/Marie Phillips - 15.87 pounds 
7. Sam Nelson/Jim Agnew - 1 4.97 pounds 
8. Floward Tommie/Tony Tommie - 1 3.21 pounds 

9. Naha Jumper/Justin Gopher - 1 0.91 pounds 

1 0. Philmon Bowers/J.D. Bowers - 9.1 5 pounds 
1 1 . Amos Tiger/Marvin Hines - 7.23 pounds 

Josiah Johns Memorial Big Bass Award- Frank Marrero/Mario Posada 

Biggest Gar- Frank Marrero/Mario Posada 
Biggest Mudfish - Frank Marrero/Mario Posada 
Biggest Crappie - Mike Tiger/Ernie Tiger 

Note: Results from this Competition are counted toward team placement in the overall 
Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series 



Elrod Bowers 

Fred and Marie Phillips prepare to begin their day on the L-28 canal, site of the 31st Annual 
Seminole Recreation fishing Tournament. 



Elrod Bowers 


J.D. Bowers prepares for an early morning boat launch. J.D. and teammate Philmon Bowers 
brought in a total catch of 9.15 pounds. 


Seminoles T-Ball Team Faces Off Against Sunshine Family Medicine in Clewiston 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Keithana Onco, 6, front, and Timmy Tigertail, 7, rear, are both running toward home plate. Group shot of the Seminoles T-Ball team after their April 21 T-Ball game against Sunshine Family Medicine in Clewiston. 



Naji Tobias 


Nashee Billie, 5, goes for a hit in his T-Ball at-bat. 



Naji Tobias 

Seminoles T-Ball player Leighton Jim, 5, throws the ball in the infield. 


Naji Tobias 

Madasyn Osceola runs from third base to home plate. 


NOTES: All T-Ball games are played 
for one hour, as no scores are posted 
due to the fact no team wins or loses 
in these contests, according to league 

rules, 

All T-Ball participants bat in each 
inning within the designated one-hour 
time period. 
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8600 PINES BLVD 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 




TONYi 


RODRIGUEZ 


LUIS 


RAUSEO 




STORE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SAT9RDAY 9AM- 9PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 


*MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 M I LB, WHICHEVER COM ES FI RST. SOM E RESTRI CTI ONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUSTPRESENTTHIS AD ATTIMEOFPURCHASETORECEIVETHESESPECIALPRICE. OFFERS GOODON DATEOF PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RBPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC &RAYDI OLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and HandicapVehicles 
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Mother’s Dav D 



Rachel Buxton 


Runners and walkers take off for their 7.7-mile challenge during the May 7 Mother’s Day Mini Marathon organized 
by the Brighton Recreation Department. 


Brighton Celebrates Mother’s Day with Mini Marathon 



Rachel Buxton 


Carla Gopher, left, is accompanied by her trainer Megan 
Nelson as she pushes herself to finish first in the female 
category. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The first annual Mother’s Day Mini 
Marathon had an impressive turnout May 7 with more than 16 
participants coming out to walk/run in the 7.7-mile race on the 
Brighton Reservation. 

Organized and put on by the Brighton Recreation Department, 
race organizer Kai Setty said the idea to have a mini marathon 
came out of a suggestion by a community member to have a half 
marathon equaling 13.1 miles. 

“I shied away from the idea because I didn’t think we were 
quite ready for that,” Setty said. “I figured a mini marathon would 
be a great next step.” 

Setty admitted she was impressed with everyone’s times and 
said they may be ready for that half marathon. 

Participants began the race at the end of Harney Pond Road 
in the early morning and finished at the reservation’s south 
entrance. Every participant finished in less than two hours. Some 
individuals who were not even qualified to participate, ran in the 
race just in support of the others competing. 

“I didn’t expect this kind of turnout,” Setty said. “It is 
overwhelming. I hope this is the first of many.” 

See more photos on page 3D 



Immokalee families celebrated Mother’s Day with a dinner, raffle and entertainment. 


Judy Weeks 


Mothers Honored at Immokalee Celebration 



Judy Weeks 

Grandma Cris Marrero holds up her grandson, Kaleb, for his great-aunt to 
tease him into a Mother’s Day smile on May 5 as members of the Immokalee 
community gathered at the Gym to honor their mothers, grandmothers and aunts 
for their important role. Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar recounted the 
importance of family relationships before everyone joined in prayer. 



Judy Weeks 

Denise Gonzales gives her mom, 
Susan Davis, a big Mother’s Day kiss 
at the Immokalee celebration. 


Diane Yzaguirre Memorial Library Hosts Poetry 
Workshop for Mother’s Day 



Photo above, Karie Jo Osceola 
beams upon receiving a handmade 
Mother’s Day card and flower from 
her son, Joseph Osceola-Lugo, on 
poetry reading night. 

Left photo, Immokalee/Naples 
Tribal Youth Council members 
from left Selena Perez, Alexis 
Aguilar, Marissa Sanchez and 
Marissa Osceola coordinated the 
dinner for the Mother’s Day poetry 
reading at the Diane Yzaguirre 
Memorial Library in Immokalee on 
the evening of May 4. 

Photos courtesy of Jessica Osceola 


Photo courtesy of Cris Marrero 

Elgin Jumper, right, helps sisters Jordan, center, and Randean Osceola 
write poems for card presentation on Mother’s Day. 


Hollywood Holds Game Day Celebration for Mother’s Day 



From left, mothers Mary Osceola-Moore, Holly Tiger and Cornelia Osceola look for the winning 

hand in a game of blackjack during the Hollywood Reservation Mother’s Day game day Chris c. Jenkins 

celebration held at the Seminole Recreation Gym May 7. The event featured blackjack and Sunshine Frank and son Phillip Sampson Frank 

roulette games and included a live band, lunch, raffle drawings and Mother’s Day checks and enjoy a hand of blackjack, 

was sponsored by the Hollywood Tribal Council and Board offices. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris c. Jenkins Mother Marge Osceola, center, with daughter Meaghan 

Mother and grandmother Sharon Osceola, center, and Hollywood Tribal Council Osceola, left, and son Max Osceola III. 

Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., left, talk strategy in a game of roulette. 


Big Cypress Community Celebrate 
Mother’s Day with Special Luncheon 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal seniors Mable Jim, left, and Violet Jim - both loving sisters - take time to 
celebrate each other at the special Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration on May 5, courtesy of 
the Big Cypress Councilman’s Office. 



Naji Tobias 


Tribal mother Sheila Aguilar, left, receives a Tigerpaw trinket charm with the Tribal colors 
for Mother’s Day, courtesy of Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right. All of the 

Big Cypress Tribal mothers received this special gift. 0 . . op . 

See more photos on page 3D 
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Big Cypress Preschoolers Shower Their 
Mothers with Gifts at Luncheon 



Tampa Community Dines Out for Mother’s Day 


Ryan Watson 

Tampa community mothers celebrate Mother’s Day with a dinner at the Boizao Steakhouse in Tampa on May 8th. 



Rachel Buxton 


Agnes Bert gets decorated with a colorful lei as she enters the 
Polynesian-themed Mother’s Day brunch held in Brighton May 6 at the 
Veterans’ Building. The brunch included a tropical buffet and topped off 
with the traditional Mai-Kai dance performances. 



Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. was 
one of the lucky men selected to dance with the 
Polynesian dancers from the Mai-Kai restaurant, 
which catered the Brighton Mother’s Day Brunch. 




Left photo, Big Cypress 
Preschool students Darwin 
Brooks, left, Rylin Osceola, 
second from right, and 
Zechariah Stockton, right, 
gather around Rylin’s 
mother, Mariann Billie, as 
they celebrate the special 
Mother’s Day Luncheon on 
May 6. 


Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal father Steve Hannahs, left, gives his 
daughter, Kalaney Hannahs, center, a kiss on the cheek as 
they celebrate Mother’s Day at the Preschool with Tribal 
mother Tiffany Billie. 


Photo above, Big Cypress Preschool sisters 
Tahnia Billie, 3, left, and Mohayla Billie, 1, 
right, shower their mother, Alice M. Billie, with 
a specially made Mother’s Day collage. 

Right photo, Big Cypress preschooler Teena 
Maree Covarrubias, 3, left, presents her Tribal 
mother, Marlin Miller, with a hand-made tissue 
paper flower as a special gift at the Preschool’s 
Mother’s Day Luncheon. 

Naji Tobias 



Left photo, the Brighton 
community enjoyed one 
of Mai-Kai restaurant’s 
signature Polynesian 
dance performances 
at their Mother’s Day 
brunch. The brunch 
included a buffet, a 
Polynesian-themed set 
for photo opportunities 
and two separate dance 
performances. 

Rachel Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Addie Osceola enjoys a tropical pineapple drink From left, Jaryaca, Preslynn and Kiylier Baker give their mom, Mona, a 
at the Polynesian-themed brunch. big hug at the Brighton Mother’s Day celebration. 



Rachel Buxton 


Chastity Harmon, left, enjoys mother-daughter time 
with mother Edna, at the brunch. 



Rachel Buxton 

Danielle Howard, center, is surrounded by her children as they 
wait in line for a pineapple drink. 
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The Big Cypress Reservation’s Tribal 
mothers celebrate a special moment 
with President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Paul Bowers 
Sr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
on Mother’s Day morning (May 8) 
to conclude breakfast at the Big 
Cypress Cattle and Range Building. 
The special Mother’s Day Breakfast 
was sponsored by Chairman 
Cypress, President Richard Bowers 
Jr., Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr., their respective 
Tribal offices and the Big Cypress 
Cattle and Range Tribal Department. 

Naji Tobias 




Naji Tobias 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Amy Adame share a 
poignant moment with their 6-month-old daughter, 
Nichele Brandy Cypress, at the May 8 special function. 



Naji Tobias 

A grandmother-to-grandson embrace takes place between Big 
Cypress Tribal senior Claudia Doctor and Sontino Billie at the 
Mother’s Day breakfast. 



Naji Tobias 

Performing love and gospel songs for all of the Big 
Cypress mothers in attendance are mother-and-son 
tandem Daisy Buster and Paul “Chunky” Buster Jr. 



Naji Tobias 

During the Mother’s Day Breakfast, held at the Big Cypress 
Cattle and Range Building, Big Cypress Tribal citizens Janice 
Osceola, left, and Beverly Alumbaugh, right, give out a 
harmonious kiss to their father, Big Cypress Tribal senior Joe 
Osceola Sr. 


Mother’s Day Walk/Run Brings Big Cypress Tribal 
Families Together in Healthy Style 


Right photo, Tara Rob- 
bins pushes her stroller 
with her 8-month-old 
son, Terrance Robbins, in 
the device, as her daugh- 
ter, 5-year-old Sarah 
Robbins, walks along- 
side them in the May 7 
Mother’s Day Walk/Run. 
Far right photo, Big 
Cypress Tribal citizen 
Virginia Garcia-Sanders 
signs up for the Mother’s 
Day Walk/Run event. 

Naji Tobias 





Naji Tobias 

The Mother’s Day Walk/Run participants share a group moment just before they work out for the 2.5 mile trek. 



Naji Tobias 

Louise Billie represents the Big Cypress 
seniors and her family as she takes a walk 
on Canal Bank Road. 


Naji Tobias 

Candy Cypress, in front, leads Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, in 
back, as they hit the stretch run of the 2.5 mile-long Mother’s Day Walk/Run 
down Canal Bank Road in Big Cypress. 


More photos from Mother's Day in Naples 



Judy Weeks 


Naomi Walden, center, rubs cheeks with her children, Logan and Alexus, following a 
Mother’s Day facial at the Marco Beach Ocean Resort. 



Judy Weeks 

From left, the Zepeda family, Wanda, Doug, Coleena, Lee, Amelia and Pedro, gather 
around their newest edition, 1 -month-old Kyle, as they celebrate Mother’s Day. 



Judy Weeks 

Wanda Osceola Zepeda, right, shows her husband, Lee, her Mother’s Day gift at the 
Naples Community celebration. 



More photos from Brighton's Mother's Day Mini Marathon 


Rachel Buxton 

Norman Bowers kept the lead 
throughout the entire race 
finishing in 59:00. 


Rachel Buxton 

Loretta Peterson paces herself to make 
an impressive finish as the third female to 
cross the finish line. 


Rachel Buxton 

Michele Thomas rounds the corner 
of Harney Pond Road for the home 
stretch. 


Rachel Buxton 

Linda Tommie power walked 
her way to the finish line during 
the May 7 Mother’s Day Mini 
Marathon. 


More photos from the Mother's Day Luncheon in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Claudia Doctor is enjoying her 
time at the May 5 Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration. 



Naji Tobias 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress speaks to the 
Big Cypress Community at the special 
celebration as he encourages all to cherish 
their mothers as often as they possibly can 
and to spend the Mother’s Day holiday with 
family. Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. 
Paul Bowers Sr. and Tribal Board President 
Richard Bowers Jr. were among the other 
speakers at the special luncheon. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal seniors Ellen Tecumseh, left, and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. share a bonding moment at 
the Mother’s Day Luncheon Celebration in Big Cypress. 
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Seminole Star Search 

Music Camp 


Location: Okalee/SHEP office in Seminole Paradise 
Between Renegade Bar B Que and The Improv 


To receive your “goodie bag 
and meal voucher 
Contact/Pre-Register ^ 
Information: ^ 

954 - 797-5467 
starsearch@semtribe.com 

WWW.SEMINOLESTARSEARCH.COM 


Are YOU Next? 


at Amazon.com and iTunes 


Grand Prizewinners 2008 

Hank Nelson Jr. 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez 
David Billy 


at Amazon.com and iTunes 


LUV-LUV by 

S.C.B | 

Coming 
July 201 I 


Coming 
July 201 I 


Grand Prizewinners 2009 

Tori Osceola 
Preston Osceola 
Sheree Sneed 
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Seminole Sports Hall of 
Fame Inducts Four Citizens 
SPORTS 1C 


Ronnie Billie Sr. 
Shares His Story 
COMMUNITY 3A 



PECS Students Recognized at 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
EDUCATION IB 




Seminole 

Voice of the Unconquered 
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Tribal Inauguration Ceremonies Welcome New Leadership 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The newly elected Tribal Council and Board officials together under the famed Council Oak tree after Inauguration swear-in ceremonies June 6. 
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BY CH RIS C. JEN KINS 
Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — A new era in 
leadership took their place among the 
Tribe as hundreds of Tribal citizens, 
special guests and media gathered at the 
site of the famed Council Oak tree for 
Inauguration ceremonies. 

In a stir of unprecedented changes 
in the Tribal Council and Board offices, 
the June 6 event introduced some new 
faces and reintroduced former leaders. 

For many, the day marked the much 
anticipated return of the outspoken, 
trendsetting and controversial icon 
James E. Billie making his comeback as 
Chairman/Vice-President. 

With great anticipation and 
excitement Chairman Billie gave 
recognition to the individual clans on 
hand and thanked some of his supporters 
individually. 

“The Seminole Tribe has been 
blessed with many opportunities, 
hopefully we (the new administration) 
can maintain that now,” said Chairman 
Billie. “My purpose is to make revenue 
for this Tribe.” 

“I have always felt I was a leader, I 
am back now and I can continue what the 
Tribe started, no hard feelings involved,” 
he continued. 

The election of Tony Sanchez Jr. as 
the new Board President/Vice-Chairman 
was another major move. Prior to his 
candidacy for president, he served 
as the former general manager of the 
Immokalee Reservation Casino for the 
past 1 1 years. 

“I am very excited with a lot of 
butterflies,” President Sanchez said 
before the ceremony. “I do not have 


enough words to describe how good and 
grateful I feel.” 

“I always felt like I had more to 
offer and I am glad I am getting the 
chance now,” Sanchez added. 

Other newly elected Tribal Council 
officials included: Manuel (Mondo) 
Tiger (incumbent), Big Cypress 
Representative; Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 
(incumbent), Brighton Representative, 
and Marcellus W. Osceola Jr., Hollywood 
Representative. 

The Tribal Board of Directors 
also welcomed in the following 
newly elected officials: Joe Frank, 
Big Cypress Representative; Larry 
Howard, Brighton Representative; 
and Christopher Osceola, Hollywood 
Representative. 

Other Tribal citizens weighed in on 
the new administration and the Tribe’s 
direction with high hopes and praise. 

“A lot of changes need to be made 
in the Tribe,” said Tribal elder Elsie 
Bowers of the Hollywood Reservation. 
“We (the Tribe) need to start saving our 
money.” 

“This is a big event, especially 
having James (Billie) back in office. It 
is a special day for me and the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida,” said Sandy Billie Jr. 
of the Brighton Reservation. “I would 
like to see the best interests of the Tribe 
kept.” 

“Mr. Billie (the Chairman) brings 
honesty and respect back to the Tribe,” 
Sandy Billie added. 

Rep. Tiger said he has big plans in 
store for his community and remains 
grateful for the opportunity to serve the 
Tribe being reelected. 

Please see INAUGURATION on page 4A 


Big Cypress Community Celebrates 115th Anniversary 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Community celebrated 
its 115th anniversary on June 3 and 4 at the Junior Cypress 
Entertainment Complex with a clothing contest, All Seminole 
Ranch Rodeo and live concert by country singer Trace Adkins. 

At one time the Seminole people called the entire Florida 
peninsula their home, but after fighting three Seminole Wars, they 
were forced to seek the seclusion of the Everglades swampland of 
South Florida in order to prevent relocation to the Indian Territory 
in Oklahoma. 

During the latter half of the 1 9th century, white settlers again 
began to encroach upon their region, making it increasingly difficult 
for them to live off the land and plant their gardens. 

The Federal Government under the jurisdiction of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs attempted to establish agencies, prepare a 
census of the remaining native population and acquire lands for 
Tribal occupation. Not wishing to have their freedom curtailed, 
the Seminoles resisted all efforts by the government to establish 
reservations and continued to inhabit remote campsites within the 
heart of the Everglades for several decades. 

"According to public records, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
purchased a tract of 160 acres of land in 1889 and another piece in 
1896,” said Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo Tiger. “This acreage 
was located in the southwestern portion of what now comprises the 
Big Cypress Reservation. This property became the nucleus for 
future land acquisitions that would eventually be dedicated as the 
Big Cypress Reservation in 1936." 

Big Cypress 115th Anniversary Clothing Contest 
All Seminole Tribal members were invited to participate in a clothing 
contest in conjunction with the Big Cypress 115th Anniversary 
Celebration. Gathering at the Junior Cypress Entertainment 
Complex on June 4, the contestants competed in two youth and 


three adult categories. 

Rules dictated that all clothing items were required to be made 
by either Seminole or Miccosukee Tribal members and could only 
be entered one time throughout the presentation. 

Miccosukee Tribal Administration Coordinator Betty Osceola 
said, "These clothing contests are a valuable tool in continuing our 
traditions. They provide inspiration and encouragement to Tribal 
artisans and supply an opportunity for them to study the work of 
others." 

"I look forward to attending the clothing contests because they 
are a wonderful opportunity to socialize," said Alice Billie of the Big 
Cypress Council Office. "Our ancestors used to travel from camp to 
camp sharing and teaching our heritage to the next generation. It is 
important that we do not become so involved in our daily activities 
that we forget the importance of passing along our traditions." 

Big Cypress 115th Anniversary Ranch Rodeo 

As Seminole families began to migrate toward the Big Cypress 
Reservation in the early 1930s, cattle ranching became a part of 
their economy. Many of the men took jobs as day workers on near 
by ranches being developed by white settlers. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs recognized the need to establish 
some form of economic development to encourage the Tribal 
members to make the Reservation their permanent home. They 
arranged for the purchase of a cattle herd from the Southwestern 
U.S. and had it delivered to the railroad landing north of Lake 
Okeechobee. 

The Seminoles drove the cattle across country to their homes 
in Brighton and Big Cypress. From these herds, the Seminole Cattle 
Industry evolved and to this day constitutes a portion of the basic 
economy. Working cowboys and cowgirls became a part of the 
Seminole heritage. By participating in the 1 15th Anniversary Ranch 
Rodeo, they continue the tradition of their ancestors. 

Please see ANNIVERSARY on page 2A 


Florida Governor Rick Scott Makes 
Visit to Hollywood Reservation 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Connie Whidden, right, director of the Tribal Health Department, gives Governor Rick Scott 
materials and literature as part of a sit down meeting in the Tribal Headquarters in Hollywood 
May 18. Scott visited the Hollywood Reservation on a guided tour of several Tribal facilities 
led by Max B. Osceola Jr. 

See more photos on page 2A 


Tampa Community Celebrates Father’s Day 



Ryan Watson 


Tampa Reservation fathers share a group moment outside of the Boizao Steakhouse at the Tampa Community Father’s Day 

Dinner in West Tampa on June 17. m _ * u , o *■ 

Please see Father’s Day Section on page ID 



Special Runoff 
Election Results^ 

Brighton Board Representative 


51 . 6 % 



Larry Howard 

Brighton 

Board Representative 


.Jo hnn ie Jones 48.4% 


INSIDE: 


COMMUNITY: A I EDUCATION: B 


Health 13B 


SPORTS: C 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: 15B 


Congratulations to all 2011 graduates! ^ ^ 
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A man never stands as tall as when he kneels to help a child. 

■Knights of Pythagoras 


We celebrate Father's Day to honor all of our fathers and father figures, It is the day 
when children thank their dads for the part played in their lives, No other person in the 
world can replace or substitute the presence of your father in your life. As a child, I know 
this to be true, As a father, I am blessed to have children and to be a significant part of 
their lives. Our role as fathers includes an abundance of love and joy and an equal 
amount of responsibility, As we raise our children with this in mind, we secure our 
future, and the future for generations to come. I wish each and every father and father 




ANNIVERSARY 

From page 1A 


In addition to the standard rodeo events, the all Seminole 
ranch rodeo incorporated challenging opportunities for the 
competitors to test their skills and entertain the spectators. 

A team event, Wild Cow Decorating brought laughter and 
applause from the crowd as the antics in the arena unfolded. The 
contestants were thrown to the ground by the steers, dragged on 
the end of a rope and went skiing down the arena on the end of 
a cow’s tail. 

With All-Around Cowboy and Cowgirl Saddles as trophies, 
both men and women participated in nearly all of the events. It 
was every rider for his or herself and the livestock showed no 
mercy. The wild horse riders risked life and limb to gamer their 
precious points, and the steers nearly made a clean sweep of the 
Lady’s Breakaway. 

Champion bull rider Justin Gopher came out of retirement 
for the special occasion and came away with an outstanding 75 
point score that put him over the top as the All-Around Cowboy. 
Ayze Henry threw her hat into nearly every event and even rode 
the wild broncs in order to earn the All-Around Cowgirl title. 

Goat tying was added to the Junior Rodeo event roster in an 
effort to teach the youngsters the art necessary for calf roping. 

Putting their experience to work, Cicero Osceola, Josh 
Jumper and Justin Gopher volunteered as judges for the junior 
events. 

’’I grew up in rodeo with the adults guiding my way,’’ 
said Gopher. ”We looked up to our elders and they taught us 
everything they knew. Now it is our turn to fill their shoes and 
help the younger generation.’’ 

First place champions in each event received buckles 
commemorating the Big Cypress 115th Anniversary. 



Judy Weeks 

Louise Osceola took first place in her division 
bearing a traditional long skirt and cape. 



Judy Weeks 

Dyani Justine Billie/Rayda sparkled in her 
contemporary attire. 



Judy Weeks 

Charlie Osceola, Hehchoo-Ye Jumper and Jacee Jumper were excellent 
examples of traditional attire at the 115th Anniversary Clothing Contest. 



Judy Weeks 

Jobe Johns, Rayven Billie and Drayton Billie displayed outfits that 
were meticulous in detail for their era. 


115TH RANCH RODEO RESULTS 

All Around Cowboy: Justin Gopher 
All Around Cowgirl: Ayze Henry 

Wild Cow Decorating: 1 . Jason Baker & Adrian Baker, 2. Justin Gopher & 
Hilliard Gopher. 

Calf Roping: 1 . Josh Jumper, 2. Jobe Johns, 3. Justin Gopher. 
Lady's Breakaway: 1 . Shelby Osceola. 

50 & Over Breakaway Roping: 1 . Norman Johns 
Wild Horse Riding: 1 . Justin T. Osceola, 2. Hilliard Gopher, 3. Ayze Henry. 
Team Roping: 1 . Alfonso Tigertail & Moses Happy Jumper, 2. Josh 
Jumper & Wildcat Naha Jumper, 

3. Hilliard Gopher & Moses Happy Jumper. 

Lady's Barrel Racing: 1. Jo Jumper, 2. Ayze Henry, 3. Breanna Billie. 
Bull Riding: 1 . Justin Gopher, 2. Andre Jumper, 3. Adrian Baker. 

JUNIOR RODEO RESULTS 

Sheep Riding 7 & Under: 1 . Emerson J. Billie, 2. Creek Gopher, 3. Bryce 

Baker. 

Steer Riding 1 2 & Under: 1 . Jobe Johns, 2. Drayton Billie, 3. Tameron 

Wilcox. 

Bull Riding 1 6 & Under: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Andre Jumper. 

Goat Tying: 1. Jobe Johns, 2. Andre Jumper, Blevyns Jumper. 

Steer Undecorating: 1 . Andre Jumper, 2. Jobe Johns, Tyler Tigertail. 
Breakaway Roping: 1 . Blevyns Jumper, 2. Jobe Johns, 3. Andre Jumper. 



Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo Tiger congratulates 
the Big Cypress 115th Anniversary Rodeo Champions. 



Judy Weeks 


Jaylen Baker attempts to tie his first goat. 



Judy Weeks 

Ayze Henry rode her first wild horse all the way to the All- 
Around Cowgirl Saddle. 


More photos from Governor Scott's visit to the Hollywood Reservation 



Photo above, Governor Scott samples a piece 
of authentic fry bread while visiting the culture 
department facilities. 

Top right photo, Tribal officials from Council and 
Board with Florida Governor Rick Scott, center, in 
the Tribal Headquarters lobby in Hollywood May 18. 
Bottom right photo, Governor Scott, fourth from 
the left, with Tribal seniors at the Senior Center. 

Chris C. Jenkins 




Left photo, Big Cy- 
press Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger and 
Josh Jumper award 
the Big Cypress 
115th Anniversary 
All-Around Cowboy 
Saddle to Justin Go- 
pher. 

Photo below, Junior 
Rodeo Winners re- 
ceive their Champi- 
onship Buckles from 
Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger, 
Cicero Osceola and 
Josh Jumper. 

Judy Weeks 
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Community A 


Tribal Board of Directors Holds 
Special Session in Hollywood 

BY CHRIS C . JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors held a special meeting at 
the Hollywood Headquarters discussing and passing six resolutions on the May 
18 agenda including: 

• Approval and ratification of the January 1, 2011 amendment and 
restatement Seminole Tribe of Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. 
premium Only Plan (Plan No. 501) 

• Approval of settlement agreement and letter of intent with Endava (UK Ltd.) 

• Approval of certifying special run-off election - May 24, 2011 

• Approval of election Board members for May 24, 2011 special run-off 
election due to the tie result of May 9, 2011 general election 

• Approval of voting list for May 24, 2011 special run-off election due to 
the tie result of May 9, 2011 general election 


Tribal Board of Directors Holds 
Special Meeting at Hard Rock 


Photo above, Ronnie Billie Sr. says he finds the strength to stay young because he is blessed 
with a wonderful family, great hobbies and a good life. 

Left photo, Ronnie Billie Sr. works out with weights everyday and uses his work and hobbies 
to focus on a healthy lifestyle. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


Judy Weeks 


HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors had a special meeting on 
the Hollywood Reservation at the Hard Rock passing one resolution on its agenda 
June 1 including: 

• Election result challenge by Johnnie Jones Sr. for the May 24th, 2011 
special runoff election. 


Ronnie Billie Sr. Strives to Inspire 
Others by Sharing His Philosophies and Advice 


Tribal Council Holds Monthly 
Meeting in Big Cypress 

BYNAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council held a special meeting at the Big 
Cypress Reservation’s Emergency Operation Center Conference Room on May 
31. They passed a total of 51 agenda items, including the following: 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency grant application for 
funding of the fiscal year 2012 Seminole Tribe of Florida General Assistance 
Program for all Seminole Indian reservations 

• United States Environmental Protection Agency grant application for 
funding of the fiscal year 2012 Seminole Tribe of Florida Water Pollution Control 
Program for all Seminole Indian reservations 

• Approval of continued phased construction of Segment 3 of the Snake 
Road (Josie Billie Highway) Project 

• Approval of consolidation of all construction of roads on Seminole Tribe 
of Florida trust lands and reservations under the Seminole Tribe of Florida Roads 
Maintenance Department Transportation program director when funded entirely 
or in part by the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

• Proclamation by the Seminole Tribe of Florida of Emergency Medical 
Services Week 

• Ratification of the Seminole Tribe of Florida filming permission letter 
granting Spectrum Field Productions, LLC, permission to film a television show 
on the Big Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee and Hollywood Seminole Indian 
reservations. 

• Approval of Dream Cuts Lawn Service Corp. service agreement for 
housing services 

• Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association Properties, Inc. agreement for 
the presenting sponsorship of the 2011 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo telecast 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — In his 56 years Ronnie Bobby Billie Sr. lives 
life to the fullest and knows what it means to make tough choices. By 
sharing his experiences he hopes to help others choose a straighter 
and less rocky road as they make their journey on earth. 

"One of the best pieces of advice that I can give anyone would 
be that you must know and love yourself before you can hope to care 
for others," said Billie. "We get only one life and one body, and it is 
important that we take care of both. Believe me, it is a difficult job but 
worth the effort. When we are gone, our children will be our legacy 
and they will have to be prepared to carry on our heritage." 

"I was bom a member of the Wind Clan in 1954 and know what 
it was like to grow up without a dad," said Billie. "My mother, Alice 
Billie, worked very hard and made many sacrifices to raise me. Times 
were difficult. There were very few jobs and we did not have the 
advantage of dividends. I have always regretted that I started school 
late and then quit early." 

Recalling his short childhood, Billie thought that he had become 
a man by the time he was a teenager. He began living on the wild side 
at a very early age and his choices weren’t always the best ones. It 
could be said that he has been to the edge and back many times and 
then forced to face the hard, cold reality that survival depends upon 
changes in your lifestyle. 

"I started with cigarettes and then moved on to alcohol and dmgs. 
I guess that you could say that I stopped using my brain and went 
crazy until I was in my thirties," continued Billie. "The best thing that 
I ever did was starting to lift weights when I was about 14. It protected 
my body from the abuse and gave me the strength to recover." 

Learning to play drums in the ’60s, he got into music with 
Paul Buster Sr. and Solomon Cypress and they put together a band. 
He even joined a Trail blues band from Miccosukee and had big 
hopes for a career that slowly died because of his substance abuse. 


He lost his opportunity but he still has his dmms. 

His marital relationships took a hard hit and when he woke up 
one day he realized that he had the responsibility of several children 
and a mother who loved him more than he loved himself. 

"I saw a lot of other people following my lifestyle and they were 
dying young," said Billie. "I didn’t want my mother to have to bury 
me and my children to grow up without a father. I had to slow down 
before it was too late. I lost many things in divorce, but I always kept 
my weights and love for my children." 

The cigarettes were the first to go because they were choking him 
to death and he began working out with his weights. They helped him 
work the drugs out of his system and keep them gone. Unfortunately, 
it took several tries before he finally killed the lure of alcohol. His 
old drinking buddies were a strong temptation but his will to live was 
stronger. 

"In December I will have been sober for 20 wonderful years," 
said Billie. "Many of my friends are gone now because of the bad 
choices that we made, but it is never too late to start making changes 
for the better. A wise man said that idle hands are the work of the 
devil. My family calls me a workaholic but it gives me strength." 

Billie builds chickees, operates a lawn service, does catering, 
collects and restores cars, trucks and motorcycles and works out 
with his weights every day. He believes that when you wake up each 
morning it is a gift and we should all strive to use time wisely. After 
all, his children and grandchildren are depending upon him. 

Sharing his philosophy with others, Billie said, "Our young people 
need to use their brains. Stay in school, take care of their bodies, learn 
job skills and develop hobbies that keep them focused. We can not 
live our children’s lives for them, but we can offer them guidance 
and the love necessary to succeed. If your children start to follow the 
wrong road, never turn your back on them, but do not enable them. 
Sometimes it takes tough love to show them the way. When they make 
positive change, welcome them back with open arms and help them 
find the strength to go on." 




Country Artist Trace Adkins Performs for Big 
Cypress 115th Anniversary 




Photo above, country music star Trace Adkins performs his 90-minute long 
set at the Junior Cypress Rodeo Arena on June 3 to commemorate the Big 
Cypress Reservation’s 115th Anniversary Celebration. 

Left photo, As a special token of appreciation for his appearance and 
performance, Adkins, left, is presented with a Hard Rock guitar by Big 
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger. 

Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal 
citizens Lucille Jumper, 
left, Patsy Billie, center, 
and Brian Billie, right, 
are all soaking up the 
moment and enjoying 
themselves in laughter at 
the Trace Adkins country 
music concert in Big 
Cypress. 


Naji Tobias 

See more photos on 
page 10A 



Tribal Citizen Paula Bowers-Sanchez 
Releases Her Debut Album ‘Shima Fula” 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

STUDIO CITY, Calif. — Multi-talented 
Tribal citizen Paula Bowers-Sanchez can now add 
the release of her debut album entitled "Shima 
Fula" to her growing list of accomplishments in the 
entertainment industry. 

The 12 song collection was released in March 
and comes after a year in the making and includes 
collaborations with other Native American artists 
such as Keith Secola and Martha Redbone and is 
currently available on CD Baby and iTunes. 

“I am very excited about 
the CD finally being released,” 

Bowers-Sanchez said. “Most of 
the songs we (members of the 
band) wrote. We have just been 
way too busy to have an actual 
CD release party.” 

Increased buzz for the CD 
(which also doubles as her Indian 
name meaning “to throw”) 
began at the American Indian 
Film Festival last year for her 
first music video from the CD 
called, "I Got What You Want" an 
original song she wrote. 

“I want to be seen as a Native 
artist but not in the stereotypical 
sense where you just hear flutes 
and drums in my music,” said 
the Snake Clan member whose 
musical influences include classic 
rock, country and gospel. 

“Studios often times have a stereotypical view 
of what they expect and see, so when they see me 
they are pleasantly surprised,” she said. 

The Seminole Tribal community and beyond 
took even more notice of Bowers-Sanchez singing 
talents as the grand prize winner of the first 
Seminole Star Search in 2008. 

“Instead of just writing Native American songs 
on the CD she also chose songs that inspired her 
as well,” said Marilyn McEuen, longtime manager 
and business partner. 

McEuen said the talents and personality of 
Bowers-Sanchez make her a prime example of 
inspiration for the Seminole and Native community. 

“I want her to become the Native American 
Oprah someday,” McEuen said. “She is an amazing 


person and just does not stop with one thing.” 

The non-stop approach of the married mother 
of five also extends into the acting genre. 

Pursuing an acting career in Hollywood, 
Calif., she has had the opportunity to act in several 
films such as Bad Boys II and The Fast and the 
Furious, as well as numerous TV shows including: 
JAG, ER, and Without A Trace. 

“I love performing and making people feel and 
experience things they never would before,” said 
the Florida and California resident. “When you are 
playing a part you go to a different place for a few 
hours and I enjoy that a 
lot.” 

McEuen said 
views of her Nov. 2010 
personalized Public 
Service Announcement 
(PSA) "Seminole 

Secret" have reached 
over 27,000 to date on 
YouTube. It details her 
life growing up on the 
reservation overcoming 
some of the temptations 
of alcohol and drugs 
many Tribal youth and 
teens face daily. 

In addition to her 
work musically and 
in front of the camera, 
she also partners with 
McEuen in their own 
production company 
called Com Dance 
Productions specializing in films, TV shows, 
children’s books, and Seminole inspired merchandise 
including a line of clothing and other accessories. 

One passionate project in development for the 
company is the story of the great Seminole warrior 
Osceola in what hopes to become a full-length 
motion picture. She said a script has been written 
with the working title of “Unconquered” for the 
film and is comparable to the box-office smash 
“Brave Heart” starring Mel Gibson. Both said the 
project will hopefully be shot in Florida within the 
next two to three years once investing is in place. 

For more information log onto www. 
Paulabowerssanchez.com or email mlpragency@ 
aol.com. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Keith Neves Superintendent Bureau of Indian Affairs, far right, conducts swear-in ceremonies for 
Tribal Council officials on stage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, newly elected Immokalee Reservation Tribal Board and Council Reps. Dorothy 
Yzagurrie-Scheffler and Kenny Joe Davis along with reigning Miss Florida Seminole 
Princess Cassandra Jimmie. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Inauguration Master of Ceremonies Moses Jumper 
welcomes Tribal citizens and special guests. 



Rachel Buxton 

Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra Jimmie, right, presents newly 
elected President Tony Sanchez Jr. with an engraved pen. 


Rachel Buxton 

Brighton’s newly sworn in Board Representative Larry 
Howard shares a moment with his sister, Ft. Pierce 
resident, Sally Tommie. 


INAUGURATION 

From page 1A 

“I thought we (my administration) had done a 
very good job. I was not sure though until the people 
of the Tribe spoke up and brought us back,” Tiger 
said, maintaining his position in office for his first 
full term after replacing popular long-time former 
representative David Cypress last year. 

In another major move toward new leadership, 
former Hollywood Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola 
Jr. replaced the popular former 13 -time representative 
Max B. Osceola Jr. as the new Hollywood Tribal 
Council Representative. As the youngest official on 
the Council and Board he said it is a challenge he 
gladly and thankfully accepts. 

“It is a good day for the Tribe. It is a new generation 
and younger generation that has spoken,” he said. 

“I want to bring us back together. I want to work on 
completing the agenda the others had and fix some things 
for the future and for my grandchildren,” he added. 

Brighton Rep. Larry Howard makes his first 
appearance as an elected official after a close run-off 
edging eight year veteran Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. 

“I want to be able to bring more things to the 
community,” said Howard. “I am the people’s voice.” 

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman/President 
positions will serve four year terms while Council and 
Board representative will serve two year terms. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Board of Directors Big Cypress Rep. Joe Frank is 
interviewed by Seminole Broadcasting. 



Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s Student Council along with their seventh 
graders got a chance to experience history June 6 as they attended the 2011 Tribal 
Inauguration where their fellow Brighton resident James E. Billie was sworn in as 
Chairman once again. 



Rachel Buxton 

Tribal elders traveled from all over to witness the Tribal Inauguration June 6 as James E. Billie was 
sworn in as Chairman. 





Rachel Buxton 


New Hollywood Board Rep. Christopher Osceola, right, 
with Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Lorelei Tommie. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Rachel Buxton 


Tribal music duo Zach, left, and Spencer Battiest, far right, are joined on stage by Little The newly elected Tribal officials bow their heads for a moment of prayer. 
Miss Florida Seminole Brooke Yescas and Miss Florida Seminole Princess Cassandra 
Jimmie singing their hit song ‘The Storm’ for guests at the Inauguration luncheon. 



Rachel Buxton 


Chairman James E. Billie has a good laugh with longtime 
friend Joe Osceola Sr. after the Inauguration ceremony. 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 
863-983-LAWS (5£97) 



Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863 - 699-2889 
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New Baby Otters Make Home at Okalee 


Fire Rescue Recommends Residents Not Use Fireworks 




Photo above, Okalee Village 
Wildlife Supervisor Giselle 
Hosein with the newest 
additions to the Okalee 
Indian Village. She is joined 
by two Asian small-clawed 
baby male and female 
sibling otters in the otter 
habitat as part of their 
unveiling at the Okalee 
Indian Village on May 25. 
The two otters were named 
Motlow and Cypress as part 
of a public naming contest 
announced on June 17. 

Left photo, SMP Reporter 
Benno Schmidt interviews 
Okalee Village Wildlife 
Supervisor Giselle Hosein, 
left, in the new otter habitat. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



BY DAVJD LOGAN 

Fire Marshal Chief 

The Fourth of July is celebrated with traditional American 
festivities, which are typically highlighted by fireworks. 
However, a downside concerning our beloved holiday celebration 
is that every year it is also associated with causing many serious 
injuries and fires from mishandled fireworks. 

SERIOUS INJURIES - According to federal law, fireworks 
are manufactured and intended for agricultural use only. 
However, millions of fireworks are sold illegally to citizens each 
year. The most recent statistics reveal that fireworks accounted 
for 9,000 emergency room visits, 1,036 fires and two deaths. 
Although, most of the injuries are non-life threatening, victims 
are often times left with permanent injuries and disfigurement. 
This may include burns to the face and hands, which sometimes 
lead to skin graft surgeries and finger amputations. 

Each year, young male adults and small children are at 
the highest risk for injuries from fireworks. As a result, adult 


supervision is recommended to ensure that children do not 
handle fireworks. Even sparklers can reach a temperature of 
2,000 Fahrenheit degrees, easily igniting children’s clothing and 
causing bums to their faces and hands. 

DANGEROUS BRUSHFIRES Bmshfires account for 75 
percent of total fire loss each year. This year, the state of Florida 
is experiencing the worst drought season since 1998. That same 
year, many of the Florida counties experienced bmshfires that 
destroyed hundreds of homes and thousands of acres. Right now, 
our communities such as Big Cypress, Brighton and Immokalee 
are three times drier and more at risk than the counties were 
in 1998. Currently, the Fire Index is very high, meaning that 
extremely dry vegetation and grass can become easily ignited 
and develop rapidly into a major bmshfire. 

Bmshfires are far more dangerous than other types of fires 
because during dry conditions they have the potential to destroy 
multiple homes in a short amount of time. For example, during 
the month of May 2011, the Wildland fire in Collier County 
burned for one week and scorched 12,000 acres of the Big 
Cypress Park Preserve before it eventually 
became contained. Although, there were 
no homes within the burned areas, its path 
of destmction was located near the west 
side of the Big Cypress reservation. 

The threat of bmshfires is extremely 
high right now to the homes and wildland 
area in our Reservations. This is due to the 
drought that we have been experiencing 
and the high amount of dry vegetation. 
If a major wildfire were to occur, it may 
become necessary to evacuate portions of 
or the entire reservation. 

Therefore, Seminole Tribe Fire 
Rescue recommends that fireworks 
not be used by residents during this 
year’s Independence Day celebrations. 
Instead, we encourage residents to 
attend a local professional fireworks 
show, which is much safer and far more 
exciting. 

Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue would 
like to wish everyone a safe Fourth of 
July celebration and summer holiday. 
Remember, we recommend that you don’t 
use fireworks this year because of the 
extreme danger of fire and injury. 


Photo courtesy of Fire Marshal Chief David Logan 

One of the many Flagler County residences that were destroyed by a brushfire in 1998. 


Tribal Seniors Display Traditional Elegance at 115th Big Cypress Anniversary’s Clothing Contest 



TRAD ONAL 


OTHI 


CONT T 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Louise Billie struts along the podium at the reservation’s 115th 
Anniversary Traditional Clothing Contest, as her presentation garnered a win on the Senior 
Women’s side at the May 17 competition. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior men Rudy Osceola, left, Jonah Cypress, center, and 
Ricky Doctor face off against each other in the men’s category. In the end, it was 
Jonah Cypress who came out on top. 



3NAL J OTHI [ :ONT T | 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Virginia Tommie is one of six Tribal elder women 
who appeared in the reservation’s 115th Anniversary Traditional Clothing 
Contest. 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress seniors, with Chairman James E. Billie and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, share a 
group moment as they all show off their Seminole traditional outfits one last time for the judges at the Big Cypress 
Reservation’s 115th Anniversary Seniors Traditional Clothing Contest on May 17. 


BIG CYPRESS 11 5TH 
ANNIVERSARY SENIORS 
TRADITIONAL CLTHING 
CONTEST -RESULTS 

Senior Men: Jonah Cypress 
Senior Women: Louise Billie 

NOTE: Due to their clothing 
contest victories, the two 
Big Cypress seniors were 
selected as the reservation’s 
Grand Marshals for the 
1 15th Anniversary’s Concert 
and Rodeo, held from June 
3-4 at the Big Cypress 
Rodeo Grounds. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Big Cypress Tribal seniors Louise Billie, Louise Osceola, Carol Cypress, Nancy Billie 
and Edna McDuffie are five of the six Tribal elders who square off against each other in the 
women’s category. Of the six seniors in competition - Virginia Tommie not pictured - it was 
Louise Billie who came out on top. 
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Seminole Star Search 
Music Camp Gears Up 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


The new instructors of the Seminole Star Search Music Camp introduce Seminole Star Search Music Camp participant 
themselves on stage: from left Raul Rivera (Composition and Writing), Wendi Riley sings karaoke to popular singing 
Michelle Aneerally (Vocals) and David Ribada (Acting). artist Adele on stage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth including 2010 Seminole Star Search Youth grand prize co- 
winner Shelli Tiger, far right, listen attentively at the latest 2011 Seminole 
Star Search Music Camp held at the Seminole Okalee Village at the Hard Rock 
June 4. The camp allowed Tribal talent to be evaluated by instructors in the 
music and entertainment industry. For more information log on to www. 
seminolestarsearch.com or www.facebook.com/seminolestarsearch. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


David Billy, Seminole Star Search Music Camp 
acting director, welcomes the performers and 
instructors to the latest music camp. 



Ricky Doctor Teaches Beading Techniques 


Judy Weeks 

From left, Nancy Motlow and Delores Jumper watch 
to see how Immokalee Culture Coordinator Geraldine 
Osceola starts a bead design for a necklace. 


Judy Weeks 

Young Immokalee adult Josh Garza has admired Ricky Doctor’s 
bead work for several years and was happy for the opportunity 
to have Doctor oversee his project. 


Tribal Citizen Mitchell Osceola and 
Ownership Group Acquire Golf Course 


MITCH OSCEOLA & > C. JENKINS 

Tribal Citizen & Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Seminole Tribal citizen Mitchell 
Osceola has worked hard in the golf industry for 
many years. 

Through his hard work he and his group have 
achieved a lifelong dream. They and his company 
are now golf course owners. Osceola’s company, 
MJS Golf Group LLC, closed on the purchase of the 
Plantation Palms Golf Club in Land O’ Lakes, Fla., 
April 23rd, taking over ownership of the 10-year-old 
property. 

“With the help from the former Tribal council 
for ratifying the loan through the C.O.O. office and 
private businesses, MJS was able to get the job done,” 
Osceola said. “We had to scrape, borrow, negotiate 
and present all the facts and numbers to all the key 
players in the deal, and thankfully the people had 
faith in our business capabilities.” 

The 100 percent Native American owned 
company consists of business partners Mitchell 
Osceola, Seminole Tribe of Florida; Jayson Ray, 
Klamath Tribe of Oregon; and Steve McDonald, 
Prairie Band Potawatomi of Kansas. Collectively, 
the group has over 50 yrs experience in the golfing 
profession. Together they formed MJS Golf Group 
LLC and went to work on the Plantation Palms golf 
course once it became available and identified as a 
favorable investment. 

Osceola said the capital for the purchase was 
successfully acquired through hard work, persistence 
and sheer grit to stay focused on their dream by 
utilizing the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Indian 
Affairs Division of Capital Investment to work up the 
capital for the purchase from the Native American 
Bank, NA (NAB). Also through the help of a business 
loan program from the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Osceola and the group secured a line of credit for the 
operating costs of the business. 

The course is in a gated community with a 
par 72 and is 6,824 yards from the tips and is on 



Picture courtesy of Mitchell Osceola 

The front entrance to Plantation Palms golf course. 


approximately 168 acres of land. 

Osceola said the course was designed along 
with the community in mind from the start and is 
surrounded by homes, scenic views and elevation 
changes throughout, making it a unique Florida 
golfing experience. 

“Golf is not an easy business to be in right now 
especially during these trying economic times, but 
we had a great opportunity that we could not pass 
up. I am not saying now that we own the course we 
will automatically be successful; that is up to my 
company’s effort to ensure that failure is not in the 
equation,” Osceola explained. 



Picture courtesy of Mitchell Osceola 

Plantation Palms co-owner Mitch Osceola on-site at the 
newly owned par 72 course in Land 0 Lakes, FI. 


Native preference in employment is also another 
part of the plans for MJS led by Paul Hooser, 
Plantation Palms Golf Club General manager and 
Oklahoma Choctaw Tribal member. 

“We know there are natives that have an interest 
in the golf business, and we want to be an employer 
that knows where we came from and is willing to give 
employment opportunities to all natives,” Osceola 
said. 

Osceola gave special thanks to all of the people 
and departments that supported him in the land 
acquisition including: STOF 2008-2011 Tribal 
Council, STOF Chief Operating Office, NAB, 
Redman Builders, Luu Marine and the Division of 
Capital Investment. 

The group said they are also dedicated to offering 
discounts to all tribal golfers. 

Pro- shop and driving range hours of operation 
are 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. The facility also offers a dinner, 
bar and a full kitchen and is open from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. with special hours on Fridays nights for happy 
hour. 

For more information on tournament outings and 
tee time availability log onto www.plantationpalms. 
net or call 813-996-7122. 


GUY SEL1GMAN, P.A. 

Criminal Defense Attorney 
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From left, Nancy 
Motlow and Cheyenne 
Mclnturff pay close 
attention as professional 
header Ricky Doctor 
demonstrates how to 
start an initial row of 
beading on a large loom 
at an Immokalee Culture 
workshop on May 26. 
“We have many talented 
people within our Tribe 
and I consider it a pledge 
to help them get started 
in the wonderful world of 
beading artwork,” said 
Doctor. 

Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 

Larissa DeLaRosa completes stringing an extended loom in 
anticipation of starting a beading project at the Immokalee 
Culture Department. 



Judy Weeks 

Beading Professional Ricky Doctor displays an intricate 
hat band design that he created. He is well known for 
his bead work used for the Seminole Princess pageants, 
ranging from tiaras to sashes and extraordinary artwork 
on pool cues, carrying cases, purses, lamps, canes and a 
multitude of jewelry articles. 



Even A Fish Wouldn't 
Get Caught If It 
Kept Its Mouth Shut 
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Big Cypress Tribal Youth Council Participate in Community Outreach Cleanup 





Naji Tobias 

A total of an estimated 27 Tribal youngsters from the Big Cypress Reservation, fresh off of eating 
a hearty breakfast, are all decked out for the Tribal Youth Council’s Community Outreach Cleanup 
on June 11 outside the Frank Billie Field Office as they wait for instructions on where they’ll be 
picking up garbage and trimming shrubbery at various locations throughout the reservation. 


Naji Tobias 

Tribal youngsters, with employees from the Seminole Fire-Rescue and SPD, reflect on the work 
they did at the June 11 Tribal Youth Council’s Community Outreach Cleanup as they take a breather 
near Dusti’s Convenience Store in Big Cypress. Several Tribal departments collaborated in the 
weekend initiative, including SPD, Seminole Fire-Rescue, Boys & Girls Club, Buildings and Grounds, 
Education and Family Services. The event’s purpose was for the Tribal youth to be engaged in the 
cleanup and maintenance of properties around the Big Cypress Reservation. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngsters Symphony Osceola, 
left, and Savannah Tiger, right - both 14 years 
old - pick up garbage near the Osceola’s Pizza 
facility during the June 11 Tribal Youth Council’s 
Community Outreach Cleanup. 


Boys & Girls Club Hosts Concert Night 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Christopher Osceola praises the 
musical performers on stage. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Cameron Osceola performs a song as part of the Boys & 
Girls Club movie night youth concert. 




Photo above, Hollywood Boys & Girls Club 
teen musicians on stage as part of their 
movie night youth concert held at the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium June 10. 
Each performed a variety of cover songs 
on a range of instruments including: piano, 
drums, bass and guitar for family and 
supporters and included raffle prizes. From 
left, Aaron Osceola, Annisa Osceola, Kiana 
Bell, Adrienne Bell, Natomah Robbins, Colton 
Vasquez, Kyler Bell, Rebecca Vasquez, 
Ashley Osceola and Cameron Osceola. 

Left photo, Thommy Doud, Hollywood Boys 
& Girls Club manager and evening emcee, 
welcomes the families on hand to the most 
recent Boys & Girls Club concert event. 

Chris C. Jenkins 




LL SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA FAMILIES 


The Tribe offers a great DIRECTV satellite TV 
program to all Tribal Citizens who sign up for it 
through Seminole Broadcasting. Many thought this 
was only a benefit available to our seniors, NO, it 
is not! DIRECTV s Choice Xtra Digital package has 
210+ channels, including your local channels, and 
is billed to the Tribe (taxable benefits may apply). 
We also offer you the Seminole Channel, new 
broadcasts Tuesday 8-9 pm and Thursday 5-6 pm 
on DIRECTV Channel 575. 


Watch the 
Seminole Channel 

NOW 

Tuesday $-9 
Thursday 5 -« 


The DIRECTV bulk rate program allows each new 
subscriber to receive free installation of a basic 

receiver and dish. Any upgrades in equipment or channels offered by DIRECTV are also 
available through our service. If you already have DIRECTV, but did not order it through 
the Tribe, you can have your account assigned to the Tribe’s program and save money. 

Besides offering DIRECTV at a great price, we also have our own customer service staff 
and technicians for service and installation, no need for a monthly maintenance fee. Don’t 
get frustrated by those automated telephone systems, we can answer your questions and 
help you solve any problems you may have. Just call our office at (954) 985-5703 for 
more information or assistance. 




SEMINOLE CHANNEL 


BIG CYPRESS: 863-902-3217 
BRIGHTON/FT. PIERCE: 863-763-6380 
TAMPA: 813-246-3100 
IMMOKALEE: 239-658-9256 
HOLLYWOOD/SOUTH FLORIDA: 954-985-5703 
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XCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

orerVan Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and HandicapVehicles 
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8600 PINES BLVD 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 



STORE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM- 9PM SUNDAY 11 AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 




♦MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENTTHIS AD ATTIME0F PURCHASETO RECEI VE THESE S P ECI AL P Rl CES . OFFERS G00D0N DATE0FPUBUCATI0N ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLf FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, J R.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDI0LA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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Seminole Moments Focuses on Oral Histories 



Naji Tobias 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s Elizabeth Lowman conducts a May 11 Seminole Moments presentation on the 
importance of building trust and rapport with the Seminole Tribal constituency in regards to recording oral 
histories. In the 30-minute long lunchtime segment, Lowman played a clip on the Big Cypress Community 
Center’s projector screen, highlighting an interview she had with former University of Florida anthropology 
professor Jerry Milanich. The interview was about an early 1900s trip that a New York based group, the 
Dimucks, took to Southwest Florida in their quest to learn about Seminole Tribal history. 


Understanding Drug Abuse and Addiction 


Family Services Department 

Many people do not understand why or how other 
people become addicted to drugs. It can be wrongfully 
assumed that drug abusers lack moral principles or 
willpower and that they could stop using drugs simply by 
choosing to change their behavior. In reality, drug addiction 
is a complex disease, and quitting takes more than good 
intentions. In fact, because drugs change the brain in ways 
that foster compulsive drug abuse, quitting is difficult, 
even for those who are ready to do so. Through scientific 
advances, we know more about how drugs work in the 
brain than ever, and we also know that drug addiction can 
be successfully treated to help people stop abusing drugs 
and lead productive lives. 

Drug abuse and addiction have negative consequences 
for individuals and for society. Estimates of the total overall 
costs of substance abuse in the United States, including 
productivity and health- and crime-related costs, exceed 
$600 billion annually. This includes approximately $181 
billion for illicit drugs, $193 billion for tobacco, and $235 
billion for alcohol. As staggering as these numbers are, 
they do not fully describe the breadth of destructive public 
health and safety implications of drug abuse and addiction, 
such as family disintegration, loss of employment, failure in 
school, domestic violence, and child abuse. 

Fortunately, treatments are available to help people 
counter addiction’s powerful disruptive effects. Research 
shows that combining addiction treatment medications 


with behavioral therapy is the best way to ensure success 
for most patients. Treatment approaches that are tailored 
to each patient’s drug abuse patterns and any co-occurring 
medical, psychiatric, and social problems can lead to 
sustained recovery and a life without drug abuse. 

Similar to other chronic, relapsing diseases, such as 
diabetes, asthma, or heart disease, drug addiction can be 
managed successfully. And as with other chronic diseases, 
it is not uncommon for a person to relapse and begin 
abusing drugs again. Relapse, however, does not signal 
treatment failure — rather, it indicates that treatment should 
be reinstated, adjusted, or that an alternative treatment is 
needed to help the individual regain control and recover. 

Drug addiction is a preventable disease. Research has 
shown that prevention programs involving families, schools, 
communities, and the media are effective in reducing drug 
abuse. Although many events and cultural factors affect 
drug abuse trends, when youths perceive drug abuse as 
harmful, they reduce their drug taking. Thus, education and 
outreach are key in helping youth and the general publics 
understand the risks of drug abuse. Teachers, parents, 
medical and public health professionals must keep sending 
the message that drug addiction can be prevented if one 
never abuses drugs. 

Should you wish to learn more about addiction or 
prevention, please feel free to schedule a confidential 
meeting with a Family Services Counselor on your 
respective Reservation. 

Source: NIDA 2011 


Car Warz 2011 Returns to Hard Rock for Third Year 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Ted Nelson Sr. performs on stage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Car Warz emcee Prince Markie Dee of 99.1 Jamz FM 
radio introduces the next musical group to perform 
as part of the annual Car Warz 2011 held at the Hard 
Rock RV park area May 22, featuring hundreds of 
exotic custom cars, trucks, motorbikes and SUVs on 
display and first through third place cash prizes. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Photo above, James McHugh of Acrylic Concepts 
next to a custom designed scooter equipped with two 
monitors and several speakers. 

Right photo, Tribal citizen Virgil Doctor next to his 
custom painted 2007 Dodge Mega Cab truck. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal employee Carlos Cruz of the Tribal Building and Grounds Department inside 
his customized Chevy Impala. 




TRIBAL 
MEMBERS 
AND TRIBAL 
EMPLOYEES 
ARE FREE* 

*Must have Tribal ID 
and employee ID 


OKME 


W IN VILLAGE 


JULY 1-3 2011 


Competition • Snake Shows 
Dancing 

• Wildlife 

Native Arts „ _ 

& Crafts * Native Food 


Alligator 

Wrestling 


100 u A 

ESTAB 


ANNIVERSARY 

BLISHMENT 


General Info: Vendor Info: 

Jennifer Osceola Patrice Morgan 
954.797.5582 954.797.5438 


SEMINOLE 


HOLLYV I SEMINOLE RESERVATION 


OKALEE INDIAN VILLAGE 


10 am Gates Open -July 1-3 


2 pm Pow-wow (continues) 

3 pm Pow-wow (continues) 


1 0:30 am Wildlife & Snake Shows & Alligator 
Wrestling Show (At 01V Amphitheater) 


4 pm Wildlife & Snake Shows & Alligator 
Wrestling Show (At 01V Amphitheater) 


1 pm Grand Entry (At Hard Rock Live) 


5 pm Dinner Break 

6 pm Okalee Village End 

7 pm Grand Entry 
10 pm Pow-wow End 


Invocation 


Veterans 


Dignitaries 

Royalty 

1:30 pm Pow-wow Contest 


Categories: Men - Traditional, Grass & Fancy / Women - Traditional, Jingle & Fancy Shawl 


Admission: $6.00 - Adults (13-54) 
$5.00 - Seniors (55 & over) 
KIDS FREE 12 & UNDER 


Registration opens Thursday @ Noon, Friday opens @ 9am-6pm 


SPONSORS: Sitrlr SWAMP 

SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS SAFARI 
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Tribal Members Graduate From 
the FBI Citizens’ Police Academy 

Congratulations to Ms. Diane Buster, Ms. Cornelia 
Osceola and Ms. Josephine North 

BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 

William R. Latchford 

Seminole Police Department is proud to announce the graduation 
of three Tribal members, Ms. Diane Buster, Ms. Cornelia Osceola and 
Ms. Josephine North from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Citizens’ 
Academy. The academy encompasses eight weekly sessions taught by 
Special Agents in Charge covering fascinating topics ranging from: 

• How the FBI tracks down spies and terrorists. 

• Learning how to collect and preserve evidence. 

• Operating vehicles under an emergency situation. 

• Structure and operation of an FBI field office and the satellite 
agencies. 

• Tools and techniques required to carry out a mission. 

• Seeing what it is like to be in the shoes of a Special Agent making 
a split-second, life-or-death decision. 

Requirements to attend include: 

• A background check. 

• Must be a U.S. citizen by birth or through naturalization. 

• Must be willing to complete 6 of 8 sessions. 

• Be a recognized business, religious, civic, or community leader 
here in South Florida. 

There will be an upcoming session in Fall 2011, and it is offered in 
Tampa and Miami. Please reach my office directly if you have an interest 
in attending. 

Seminole Police Department would like to offer all Tribal members 
to attend our Seminole Police Department Citizen’s Academy as well. 

I look forward to sending our next group. 


More photos from the Big Cypress 115th Anniversary Concert Featuring Trace Adkins 



Naji Tobias 

Country music artist Trace Adkins, left, and Big 
Cypress Tribal senior Virginia Tommie, right, are 
all smiles in their brief meet-and-greet session, 
held prior to the June 3 concert show at the Junior 
Cypress Rodeo Arena in Big Cypress. 



Naji Tobias 

Trace Adkins and Immokalee’s Nancy Motlow at the 
meet-and-greet. 



Naji Tobias 

Trace Adkins and Big Cypress Tribal citizen Toi 
Andrews are smiling together at the meet-and-greet 
segment of the concert. 


Big Cypress Seniors Participate in Culture Day Games and Competitions 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Senior Center Assistant Nadine Bowers rolls out the 
numbers to be called during the bingo segment of Big Cypress 
Seniors Culture Day on May 31. 


Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress seniors play bingo games as one of their Seminole traditions during the May 31 
Culture Day festivities under the Frank Billie Field Office’s Culture Camp chickee hut. 


HORESHOE AND 
LOUNGER BALL 
TOURNAMENT 
RESULTS 

HORSESHOES 

1 . Louise Osceola 

2. Janice Osceola 

3. Jonah Cypress 

LOUNGER BALL 

1. Joe Junior Billie 
2. Louise Billie 
3. Teresa Jumper 



Janice Osceola 


Big Cypress Tribal senior Jonah Cypress aims for his 
shot in the horseshoes competition at Culture Day on 
May 31, placing third overall. 


Seminole Classic Casino and Hard Rock 
Showcase Talent in Semi-Finals 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Veronica Natal of the Seminole Classic Casino Food and 
Beverage staff is all smiles on stage as the first place 
winner. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


A surprised Lola Lavay of the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino staff 
holds her first place winning check of $2000 as the winner of 
the semi-finals of the talent show. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


American Idol tribute artist judges, from left, Randy Jackson, Paula Abdul and Simon Cowell give their judging expertise 
during performances for the seventh annual team member Talent Show for the Seminole Classic Casino and Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino held at the Paradise Live Theater in Hollywood June 13. The finals for the seventh annual Seminole Superstar 
competition will be held in Hard Rock Live July 25. 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Homeownership is an important investment in your personal and financial security. 
If you’re thinking about buying, renovating or building a one-to four-family home 
within your tribal service area, our loan process can help make it come true. At 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage not only do we have flexible terms and options, but our 
consultants will get to know you so they can guide you through the loan process with 
personal advice. 

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 
Native American Lending 
Phone: 605-575-8733 
Tollfree: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 
Fax: 866-880-7943 
eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 

N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
lender NMLSR ID 399801. AS615381 04/11-07/11 




Together we’ll go far 
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Local and National Fire-Rescue Teams 
Compete at Seminole Hard Rock 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Benno Schmidt, SMP Special Projects Coordinator, 
interviews members of the Broward County 
Sheriff Fire-Rescue about their experiences after 
completing the mock response demonstration. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of the Margate Fire-Rescue unit gather to discuss last 
minute details before competition. 


Members of the Broward 
County Sheriff Fire-Rescue 
Department participate in a 
mock emergency response 
scenario held inside the 
Seminole Hard Rock ballrooms. 

The group was among 18 local 
and national teams competing 
to test their life saving skills 
in the second annual James 
Malcolm ALS Competition as 
part of the 15th annual ‘First 
There First Care’ Emergency 
Medical Services Conference 
May 26-27. 

Chris C. Jenkins 

‘Robosaurus’ Part of Seminole Classic 
Casino Latest Promotion 


The famous hydrau- 
lic, electrically engi- 
neered 40-foot tall 
fire-breathing steel 
dinosaur ‘Robosau- 
rus’ destroys a junk 
car in the parking 
lot of the Seminole 
Classic Casino on 
June 1 in one of 
two shows free to 
the public as part 
of its latest $15,000 
casino promotion 
“Carpocolypse Cash 
Giveaway”. 

Chris C. Jenkins 




Household Chemical Storage: Facts and 
Measures that Protect the Environment 


BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

The Environmental Resource Management 
Department (ERMD) was created in 1987 by the 
Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to protect and evaluate the Tribes land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the Seminole Water 
Commission which was created in 1989 by the Tribal 
Council The Commission, with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to protect the quality 
of surface water within the boundaries of the Tribe s 
reservations. ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and Community Planning 
and Development and works with Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. in the development and management of 
tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education 
and dissemination of information that aims to 
environmental compliance, ERMD will publish a 
series of articles that inform and educate the Seminole 
community and citizens in general about common 
practices that can potentially harm our environment 
and alternative practices that can minimize or prevent 
the adverse impacts to our health and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, comments and 
questions. Please send them to isidroduque@semtribe. 
com or contact us at (954) 965-4380 

The following article about household chemical 
storage is the second article in our series. 

We often do not consider the hazards associated 
with household chemicals and cleaning supplies in 
relation to the potential affects they may have on the 
health of adults, children and the environment. You 
may be surprised to learn that potentially dangerous 
hazardous wastes may be lurking in your cabinets. 
Some hazardous wastes that may be stored in your 
home include: cleaning products for drains, ovens, 
and jewelry; stain and spot removers; detergents and 


bleach; oil-based paints, varnishes, stains and dyes; 
and solvents and strippers. If these products are 
not stored and disposed of correctly they have the 
potential to adversely affect the health of your family 
and the environment. Follow the directions of disposal 
on the label of the product. Never dispose of leftover 
household products by pouring them down the drain, 
on the ground, or in the storm sewers. If household 
chemicals are disposed of improperly they may 
infiltrate into the soils and groundwater, wetlands, 
rivers, canals and lakes polluting water used for both 
irrigation and human consumption. The pollution of 
our water supplies will affect both the health of the 
ecosystem and surrounding populations. If you have 
any questions or concerns on the storage or disposal 
of household chemicals please feel free to contact our 
office. In order to protect the health of your family and 
the environment ERMD offers several precautionary 
steps that should be followed, including: 

1. ) Always store household chemicals in the 
original storage containers so that you can read the 
labels. Never store chemicals in old food containers 
and never mix chemicals to conserve space. 

2. ) Follow the storage and disposal instructions 
on the product label. 

3. ) Store products out of reach of children and 
pets. Keep all harmful household products locked in 
a utility area with ample ventilation and away from 
sources of heat. 

4. ) Check on household chemical products every 
few months to ensure containers are not leaking or 
changing shape. Expanding containers could indicate 
that you’re storing your products in an area without 
enough ventilation or too hot. 

5. ) Store flammable products outside of your 
living area and far away from places that could catch 
fire. 

6. ) Never store household chemicals in places 
where food or medicine is kept for people or animals. 


To Mulch or Not to Mulch? 


BYKIRK TRENCHFIELD 
Environmental Health Department 

Wood mulch used for landscaping is intended 
to protect soil, conserve moisture, moderate soil 
temperature, limit weed growth, as well as to beautify 
the landscape of your property. However, since mold 
spores are designed in nature to break down wood 
material, the use of mulching around your home may 
not be such a good idea. Placing mulch up against the 
wall of your property may add beauty but can also 
cause unintended problems in a few ways. 

First, mulch stinks! Especially new mulch and this 
odor can be offensive to certain individuals. Secondly, 
mulch placed up against the wall of a property does not 
allow moisture to properly drain away from the wall. 
The moisture can then migrate into the porous concrete 
over time, causing mold growth behind the interior 


dry walls. This can take several years to occur and 
discover but may cause health effects in the mean time. 
Finally, since mold loves wood, pets or kids playing 
outside that come in contact with the mulch can track 
mold spores into the home where it can have adverse 
health effects on sensitive, allergic-type individuals. 

The solution: use decorative rocks instead. Mold 
doesn’t feed on rocks. Decorative rocks also offer 
better water drainage away from the home and don’t 
smell bad as mulch often does. Decorative rocks come 
in many different colors and sizes and can add just as 
much beauty to your landscaping without all of the 
potential negative effects. Rocks may cost more but 
can save you money and health issues in the long run. 
So, as you head out this summer to do some yard work, 
leave the much alone and choose decorative rocks 
instead. 


!AtJo" A/AWWAVjSjLOOgPECKSIPRIVEWAYS 

Brick Pavers • Travertine Marble • Euro Tile • Overlays 
Stamped Concrete • Diamond Brite • Pool Coping • Pool Tiles & More 



PATIO 

SPECIAL 

BRICK PAVERS 

$1,950 

Selected colors 
& Styles 


EUROTILE 

SPECIAL 

$2*75 Sq.Ft 

500 Sq. Ft. Minimum 


MARBLE 

SPECIAL 

Travertine Pavers 

$2985 


Any Job of $2000 or More 

Must present ad at time 
of estimate . 


Installations And 
Repairs of Any Size 


FREE ESTIMATES 
954.227.8944 


DIAMONDSbRITE SPECIAL 


15'x30'Pool 




SERVICES 


561.633.3065 


Se Habla Espanol • State Licensed & Insured CGC 1 507522 WWW.RoSSServicesForU.com 



"South FloridXs Best 
Price & Quality 
Guaranteed” ^ 


Screen enclosures > 

Screen Rooms * Pool Enclosures 
Insulated Rooms * Re-Screening 
Screen Repairs 


Fences 

Expert Installations of: 
Wood * PVC * Aluminum 
Chainlink * Privacy Gates 


ACCREDITEE 

BUSINESS 



•Major Felonies 
•Drug Offenses 
•Misdemeanors 
•Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 
•DUI Admin Review 
•Appeals/Writs 
•Post Conviction 
DWLSR/HTO* 


Call Me to Set up a Free Consultation 


jCE OF 


DANIEL A. CALLAHAN, PA 
TRIAL ATTORNEY 


Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com 
www.Callahanslaw.com 


tel: (954) 524-2877 
fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33316 


’Call U> find out if you qualify for HTO-Habitiia! Traffic Offender Amnesty Program to remove your HTO designation, 
Also, you may qualify for the. automatic "Clerk Withhold" opt ions if charged with Driving While license Suspended 
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SMP is looking for the next 


MUSIC VIDEO 


Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
produce top music videos? 


Six lucky, determined, creative minds will be 
chosen to help create a music video for, 
Zach “Doc” and Spencer Battiest’s hit single, 
“The Storm.” Bring their remarkable story, 
about the struggles and triumphs of 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida to life, at the 
Y.M.P.W., where it isn’t about the classroom 
or boring lectures...it’s about representing 

and getting involved. 


Zach “Doc” & 
Spencer Battiest 


You will have the opportunity to go behind 
the scenes, on the front lines of video 
production, learn new skills and help Zach 
and Spencer take the world by STORM! 


We’ll show your video throughout Indian 
Country and possibly submit it for the 
Native American Film Festival! 


Join Seminole Media Productions in 
Hollywood July 10-16th, 2011. 


Youth Media Production Workshop 


ready f Qr the 


It’s YOUR turn to takeover The Seminole 
Channel. Each week, Briana and Everett 
deliver tribal news to all the reservations, 
but this episode will be one for the ages! 


YOU could be one of six lucky, aspiring 
talent that will deliver The Seminole 
Channel and learn how to anchor, report, 
write, edit and shoot the news on your terms! 

The youth will FINALLY speak up, go 
behind the scenes and let The Tribe hear 
their side of the story! 

Now is the time to push them aside, grab 
their seats, hold them hostage and deliver 
The Tribal Newscast! 

Join Seminole Media Productions in 
Hollywood July 10th-16th, 2011. 




Briana D’ Andrea 
& Everett Osceola, 
Seminole Channel Hosts 


Contact Donna Mason at 
donnamason@semtribe.com 
or 954-985-5702 Ext 10700 




144 STOF 05/27/11 
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Education B 


Ahfachkee School Students Take Trip to Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum for Seminole Archaeology Day 


BY NAJI_TOBIAS in their culture,” Cancel said. “It was great to see their eyes light 

Staff Reporter up after they knew about it. You would be surprised about all 

the history that the Tribe has. We’re here to provide the Tribe 
BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and the knowledge of their history and it’s only right to give it back to our 
Tribal Historical Preservation Office forged a collaborative Tribal citizens through the kids.” 

effort in hosting the Tribe’s first-ever Seminole Archaeology Day It was revealed that through the use of mental maps, 
function on May 10. Seminoles were able to naturally navigate their way through a 

Held at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, the educational event’s variety of places in the Everglades and other locations in South 
purpose was for the Ahfachkee School’s fourth, fifth and sixth Florida and beyond many years ago. 

graders to learn about what archaeologists and museum officials “Before there was GPS, people had to write things down based 

do to protect their Tribal lands on the reservation. on what they perceived,’ Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Educational 

To begin the six-station tour of the Museum for Seminole Coordinator Diana Stone said. “So what the kids did with their 
Archaeology Day, the Tribal school’s students from the three mental maps was give themselves an opportunity to see where 
aforementioned grades engaged in an orientation presentation they were at spatially.” 

at the Museum’s theatre, which focused primarily on the use of After the Ahfachkee School’s fourth, fifth and sixth graders 
mental maps. learned how to draw and use a mental map, they took a walk to a 

As some of the students were called up by THPO Chief Data Seminole chickee station, also known as Station No. 2. 

Analyst Juan Cancel to draw a mock mental map, they learned At this station, the students gathered information on how 
that the first person to draw such a map was actually a Seminole archaeologists and architects build the Seminole chickee huts 
Indian named Catsa-chopko. According to Museum and THPO from the ground up. 

officials, it is not known exactly when and how the discovery Archaeologists from THPO and the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
came about, though Cancel did say the mental map creation may typically track the traditional chickee structures via the use 
have occurred sometime in the 19th century. of a chickee survey. While they’re at it, they check for proper 

Cancel talked about the spike in interest the Ahfachkee measurements of the Seminole structural buildings in question, as 
students had in the mental maps once they found out about the well as the solidity of the chickee huts and the total amount that 
Seminole connection to it. 

“Most people don’t have an idea of a lot of things going on Please see ARCHAEOLOGY on page 2B 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee fifth-graders Alyssa Osceola, left, Eyanna Billie, second from left, Dayra Koenes, second 
from right and Ryanne Pratt, right, are digging up artifacts in the sand at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s 
Excavation station during Seminole Archaeology Day on May 10. 



Rachel Buxton 

Mariana Mora-Lara looks at her fellow classmate’s arts and crafts May 
26 at the Charter School’s annual Culture Open House held at the school. 


Culture Open House Proves 
Seminole Culture Lives On 

BY RACHELBUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students raced to their arts and crafts 
shadow box displays to show off their hard work to their parents 
May 26 at the Charter School’s annual Culture Open House held 
at the school. 

Students from kindergarten through eighth grade displayed 
their arts and crafts projects that were completed throughout the 
school year in culture class. 

Pieces ranged from beaded key chains, bracelets, necklaces, 
medallions, baskets, Seminole dolls and wood carvings. 

“You start off with something simple and as the year goes 
on you work on something harder and harder,” head arts and 
crafts teacher Janelle Robinson said. “Since we brought the older 
groups in we had to bring in more difficult stuff.” 

Culture Open House began with students demonstrating 
their Creek language abilities in their Creek class and then 
crossing over into the arts and crafts classroom to show off their 
craftsmanship followed by refreshments and a slideshow of the 
students working during the year. 

Parents were encouraged to visit to see what their students 
have accomplished. 

“The parents aren’t here everyday to see what we’re doing so 
it allows us to put it all together so they can see what our culture 
side is doing,” culture teacher Reina Micco said. “It’s like work, 
work, work, and the end result they’re (the students) proud to see 
and show their parents.” 

Please see OPEN HOUSE on page 2B 


Students Recognized for Academics at Board of Trustees Meeting 



Naji Tobias 

Pemayetv Emahakv district science fair winners get recognized to Council at the P.E.C.S. Board of Trustees 
meeting May 31 in Big Cypress. 



Photo courtesy of Michele Thomas 

The Charter School’s Safety Patrol took a visit to Big Cypress to meet Tribal Council. 

See more photos on page 2B 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School held their Board of Trustees 
meeting May 31 in Big Cypress where they 
recognized several students and teachers for 
various achievements. 

P.E.C.S. Board of Trustees is comprised 
of the Tribal Council Chairman, President and 
representatives. 

Students recognized included the Charter 
School student council and safety patrol. 

“It’s something I think we all should be proud 
of,” Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 
said. “The Charter School is valuable to the whole 
Tribe and we’ve made a lot of strides along the 
way.” 

Creek spelling bee winners Gage Riddle, Kailin 
Brown and Heith Lawrence were also recognized 
along with the regular spelling bee winners Andrew 
Dobbs and Raeley Matthews. 

Tropicana Speech Contest winners were 
introduced to the Tribal Council which included 
Andrew Dobbs, Odessa King, Deven Tedders, 
Raeley Matthews, Chloe Chalfant and Aiyana 
Tommie. 

“When the Charter School was first beginning 
we had a vision to educate both the Indians and 
non-Indians in the same educational entity,” former 
Tribal President Richard Bowers Jr. said. “We’re 
happy to see our students well-rounded in math, 
culture and all other areas in academics. 

Boyd Brown, Elijah Finney, Zachary Hudson, 
Zeke Matthews, Jennifer Tommie, Melany 
Williams, Kailin Brown, Andrew Dobbs and Layton 
Thomas were recognized for their achievements in 
science being district science fair winners. 

Tribal middle school students from 
Okeechobee, Kirsten Doney and McKayla 
Snow were also recognized for their science fair 
achievements, making it all the way to State. 

“It’s pretty overwhelming to see so many 
of our Tribal students and community members 
excel in the Our Way School, as they’ve gone on 
to compete in academic competitions statewide,” 
Director of Education Emma Johns said. 

Third-grade teacher Sarah Williams was 
acknowledged as the school teacher of the year 
along with winning district teacher of the year. 
Shelley Brantley was introduced to Council as 
the non-instructional employee of the year while 
Mindy Wells was recognized for Florida Excellence 
in Education. 

“We can’t help but to support the school and 
the education of our children,” Rep. Bowers said. 

-Naji Tobias contributed to this article. 


Seminole Police Department Officers Honored by Big Cypress Community for Police Week 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee fifth-grader Troy Cantu, right, reads his essay-winning entry as 
SPD Officer Michele Short, left, looks on at the SPD Police Week Awards 
Ceremony on May 20. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens and 
community members of Big Cypress paid a week- 
long salute to the reservation’s Seminole Police 
Department officers through a variety of Police 
Week functions from May 15-20. 

Honoring the services provided by SPD, a 
special Sunday morning church service was held 
on May 15 at the Big Cypress New Testament 
Baptist Church to start out Police Week on the 
Tribe’s largest reservation. 

The worship service at the Tribal sanctuary 
was highlighted by a special prayer for the nation’s 
fallen law enforcement officers and for all of 
SPD’s law enforcement personnel. 

It was one of two special occasions for the 
week, as the other special Tribal worship service 
took place on May 18 at the Big Cypress First 
Baptist Church, hosted by Rev. Bruce Pratt, Josh 
Jumper and Alfonso Tigertail. 

Followed by an awareness clinic on Police 
Week (May 16 at the Big Cypress Reservation’s 
Frank Billie Field Office) and a safety presentation 
for the Big Cypress Tribal seniors (May 1 7 at the 
Big Cypress Senior Center), SPD’s Police Week 
kicked into high gear when it made its way to the 
Ahfachkee School on May 18. 

The Ahfachkee School’s lower grades were 
in high spirits as they showed their appreciation 
for SPD with a special door decorating contest in 
their honor. And the upper grades at the Ahfachkee 
School poured their hearts out in essay form, as 


they chronicled the impact that SPD has had on 
their lives. 

In a letter to SPD, Ahfachkee School fifth- 
grader Troy Cantu opened up on the efforts that the 
Tribal law enforcement department makes in order 
to protect and serve the Big Cypress community. 

“Thank you for all the hard work you all do. I 
hope you have fun doing your job,” Cantu wrote to 
SPD in his grade-winning essay entry. “You keep 
the bad guys away from us and make things safe. 
You help us and we help you sometimes... You 
make our reservation safe for the little kids when 
they grow up. When you find people going fast, 
you stop them from going fast. When people are 
in trouble, they will all count on you. Thank you 
for all you do.” 

Ahfachkee School sophomore Tequesta Tiger, 
also a Police Week essay winner, wrote her entry 
about a time when her mother, Cara Tiger, asked 
SPD to check out her family’s pasture and see if 
there were any problems there. 

In the Tiger family’s case, the call turned out 
to be a timely one, as it was discovered that an 
unidentified individual dumped some horses on 
their pasture and released some of their cattle from 
the area - a major concern for the Big Cypress 
Tribal family. 

“It’s great to have them (SPD) around 
whenever help is needed to keep you and your 
family safe,” Tequesta Tiger said. “They (the SPD 
officers) should be appreciated for all the hard 
work they do. They have been a big help to me and 

Please see POLICE WEEK on page 2B 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Mika Lopez, left, looks on as SPD Sergeant 
Lisa Bennis, right, reads her essay-winning entry at the 
SPD Police Week Awards Ceremony. 
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Ahfachkee School Tests Preschoolers, Pre-K 
Students at Ninth Annual Readiness Roundup 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Pre-K student Nayanashee Billie, 4, left, counts up the number of blocks at his disposal at the ninth 
annual Readiness Roundup on May 13, with the help of Ahfachkee ESE teacher Billie McDonald. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Pre-K student Madasyn Osceola, left, 
answers a set of questions in the areas of articulation 
and expressive/receptive language skills from Seminole 
Health Speech Language Pathologist Allison Mason. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Pre-K student Phoenix Kimble, 4, left, takes instructions from 
occupational therapist Amee Cohen as he works on a drill that encompasses 
standing and hopping at the motor area station. 


POLICE WEEK 

From page 1 B 


my family over the years.” 

For Ahfachkee School seventh- 
grader and Police Week essay winner 
Rheannon Robbins, SPD’s presence in 
the Big Cypress has had on profound 
impact on her life. 

Citing SPD’s officers as role 
models in her young life, Robbins 
said that she would ultimately like 
to become an SPD officer when she 
grows up. The seventh-grader went 
into some detail in her essay on how 
it’s important to help out others in the 
line of duty. 

“SPD, y’all have set an example 
for us young children. Well, at least 
you did to me,” Robbins said in her 
grade-winning entry. “One thing you 
taught me how to do is make something 

POLICE WEEK ESSAY AND DOOR 

DECORATING CONTEST WINNERS 

Essays 

5th Grade: Troy Cantu and Dayra Koenes 
6th Grade: Graysun Billie and Nashoba 
Gonzalez 

7th-8th Grades: Mika Lopez and 
Rheannon Robbins 


out of myself. I’m very excited to be a 
police officer one day. But until then, I 
am going to try to get good grades and 
go to college, so that way I can become 
an officer. I want to thank you all for 
coming out here every day to do the 
best you can. I appreciate you.” 

A total of eight Ahfachkee School 
students from fifth through 11th 
grades were selected as Police Week 
essay winners, while Miss Yvonne 
Caldwell’s second grade class was 
named Best Door Decoration in the 
pre-k through second grades category 
and Mrs. Sue Tiger’s third grade class 
was honored as the third through sixth 
grade category’s Best Door Decoration 
entry. 

All door decorating and essay 
winners were recognized on May 20 
at the Ahfachkee School’s cafeteria 
- the final day of Police Week in Big 
Cypress. 

9th-1 2th Grades: Taylor Pratt and 
Tequesta Tiger 

Door Decorations 

Pre-K through 2nd Grades: Miss Yvonne 
Caldwell’s 2nd Grade Class 
3rd through 6th Grades: Mrs. Sue Tiger’s 
3rd Grade Class 




Rachel Buxton 

Left photo, David King and his mom Jodi, look at his 
finished product from Culture class. 

Photo above, Ian Tommie shows his parents what he’s 
been working on in his Creek language class. 


OPEN HOUSE 

From page 1 B 


The Culture Department 
added new activities to 
their curriculum this year to 
continue to teach the Seminole 
culture. Older students worked 
outside with the girls cooking 
traditional food and the boys 
carving Seminole pieces. 

“It can be more than a 
hobby,” Micco said. “They’re 
always going to remember this 
even if they’re Tribal or not, it 
is something they will be able 
to take with them.” 

Head teacher Robinson 
admits that she didn’t learn 
Seminole arts and crafts when 
she was young and that it 
wasn’t until she started at the 
Charter School four years ago 
that she truly started to learn 
things. 

“It’s intimidating, you 
look at it and it looks hard,” 
Robinson said. “I’m still 
learning. They need to learn so 
it’s never lost. It’s something 
they can pass on.” 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee fifth graders Trinity Williams, left, and Elijiah Billie, center, 
screen the soil to properly identify artifacts and any other cultural material 
with the help of Tribal Historical and Preservation Office Field Assistant 
Ryan Hess. 


ARCHAEOLOGY 

From page IB 


exists on a given reservation. 

There are a total of approximately 479 
chickee huts on the Big Cypress Reservation, 
according to THPO officials. 

“Everyone who visits the museum needs to 
know about the chickee,” said Tribal Historical 
and Preservation Office Architectural Historian 
Carrie Dilley. “It represents the evolution of 
the Seminole Tribe and the significance of 
their history. It’s important for the kids to get 
a hands-on feel for math as far as Seminole 
structures are concerned.” 

The third station for Seminole Archaeology 
Day focused mainly on the use of a compass, 
where the students learned how to read one on 
a map and how to navigate with it. 

Meanwhile, Station No. 4, which had a total of 
four parts, placed its focus on the concept of 
ceremonial grounds. 

The first part of the ceremonial grounds 
station allowed the students the opportunity to 
dig up a set of artifacts through a sift pile, which 
proved to be a fun yet challenging experience 
for them. The next and final three parts of the 
stop included a site survey of the artifacts they 
found, an artifacts analysis and a reconstruction 
that would serve as the conclusion of the four- 
part station. 

“A lot of times, when you’re digging up an 
artifact from the ground, it doesn’t come out to 
be a solid piece,” Stone said. “So what they had 
to do was reconstruct them back to the way it 


was originally supposed to be.” 

The fifth of six total stations, dubbed the 
“clan pavilion”, gave the students a chance to 
see for themselves an area that the Museum 
labels as “traditional cultural properties.” 
According to Museum and THPO officials, 
those lands in question have significant 
meaning in a cultural and traditional sense to 
Seminole Tribal citizens. 

The station visit reached its climax when 
the students were afforded the opportunity to 
play a game that focused on the importance of 
the preservation of the Museum’s traditional 
cultural properties. The students learned 
about the steps that archaeologists take to 
protect these Tribal lands from potential 
development. 

To conclude the Seminole Archaeology Day 
experience, all three grades huddled together 
under a fire pit chickee just outside the front 
entrance of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum for a 
debriefing on all that transpired. In addition, 
students showed the Museum and THPO 
officials how they were able to complete their 
mental map drawings. 

“The kids already had an idea of what it is 
that we do here at the museum,” THPO 
Chief Data Analyst Juan Cancel said. “Going 
through it, they got to see a lot of details of how 
things are actually done here. There’s a lot that 
goes into learning about history here with the 
Tribe.” 

For more information about Seminole 
archaeology and the Tribe’s history, call the 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 863-902-1113. 



Naji Tobias 


With the assistance of Tribal Historical and Preservation 
Office’s Juan Cancel, left, Ahfachkee School fourth grader 
Janessa Jones draws where the Tribal school would be located 
on a “mental map.” 


Photo extra from PECS Board of Trustees meeting in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

McKayla Snow, left, and Kirsten Doney are recognized for making it all the way to the state level for their science 
fair projects. 



WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM 


THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954.522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 






3B • The Seminole Tribune • June 30, 2011 


Elgin Jumper and Big Cypress Library’s Gretchen DeBree Partner Up in Zines Workshop Series 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Library Curator Gretchen DeBree, left, assists Alyssa Osceola, 10, right with the 
creation of her comic book drawing, entitled “Super Kitty.” 



Naji Tobias 

Photo above, Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club students Mariah Smith, 11, left, and Evanne Pratt, 
10, team up to work on a Superman comic book drawing. 

Right phto, Thomlynn Billie, 10, makes graphic boxes as part of a comic book drawing panel. 




Naji Tobias 

Tribal artist/painter Elgin Jumper, who collaborated with Big Cypress Library’s Gretchen DeBree 
in the formation of the May 24-26 Zines Workshop Series, shows off an example of his comic 
story book creation, “The Villain,” to Leilani Gopher, 9. 



Naji Tobias 

Derek Mclnturff, 16, brainstorms on what kind of comic book drawing he plans to assemble 
at the Zines Workshop Series on May 26. The three-day series was held from May 24-26 at the 
Frank Billie Field Office’s Learning Resource Conference Room. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal artist/painter Elgin Jumper shows off his comic 
book creation of “The Seminole” and “The Villain” 
comic book strips. 



Pemayetv Emahakv’s Best of the Best Inducted into National Honor Society 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv inducted 
their top students into the National Honor Society 
during banquets held in the school cafeteria May 24 
and 3 1 . 

To be eligible for National Honor Society students 
must have a cumulative grade point average of a 3.0 
or higher. Students must also demonstrate four very 
important traits: service, leadership, character and 
citizenship. 

“It is the students and parents that make the 
school what it is,” Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr. said. “I bragged to Gov. [Rick] Scott about 
the school and I think it is something he needs to see. 
We are putting our resources to good use.” 

The elementary students were first to be honored, 
holding their banquet May 24. Following a dinner 
prepared by the school’s lunch staff, 26 students were 
inducted into the National Elementary Honor Society, 
receiving a plaque and pin for their academic and 
character achievements. 

“We are so proud of our students,” National 
Honor Society sponsor and Guidance Counselor 
Jeanine Gran said. “They are the best of the best.” 

In a joint ceremony May 31, the middle school 
students were inducted into the National Junior 
Honor Society as well as recognized for their athletic 
accomplishments . 

Students, family and faculty enjoyed a steak dinner 
prepared by John Huff Jr. prior to the start of the banquet. 

Principal Russell Brown welcomed everyone and 
congratulated the students on their hard work. 

“This is a chance for our school and community 
to honor these students,” Principal Brown said. “It’s 
great to see hard work pay off.” 


Sixth-grade through eighth-grade students 
received their plaques as well as pins, becoming 
inductees of the National Junior Honor Society. 

Following the academic portion of the banquet, 
Sports Director Chris Goodwin took to the podium 
and began the sports segment by recognizing all of 
Pemayetv Emahakv’s team coaches. 

“Coaches never get enough credit for all they put 
in,” Goodwin said. 

Confirming that statement and touching on a few 
other important topics was guest speaker Maurice Belser, 
Moore Haven High School’s head football coach. 

Belser spoke to the students about developing 
good habits and being dedicated to whatever they 
partake in. 

“Make sure you establish really good habits, 
that’s what life is about,” said Belser. “A desire of 
excellence will carry you further in life. It’s important 
to be dedicated in what you do.” 

Coaches from the different sports teams at 
Pemayetv Emahakv recognized team members and 
spoke on their individual skills and overall team 
accomplishments. Some coaches even got a little 
creative when handing out individual awards. Boys 
basketball coaches Ryan Tedders, Kenny Doney and 
Harry Tewksbury characterized each player using a 
brand of cereal and awarded them with a box of that 
cereal with their picture on it. Girls basketball coach 
Pam Matthews awarded each player with a trading 
card of a professional basketball player who reminded 
her of them. 

The girls volleyball and softball teams were also 
recognized and awarded for their athletic success. 

“You hear a lot of 4 if it wasn’t for sports I 
wouldn’t have made it through school,”’ said Rep. 
Bowers. “They kind of go hand-in-hand. Two four 
letter words, ‘hard work,’ overcomes anything.” 


Sixth-grade 
members of 
National Junior 
Honor Society 
receive their 
plaques. 

Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 

Left photo, Layton Thomas, left, and Braceton King represent 
the eighth-grade honor society. 

Photo above, Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 
shows off his personalized jersey and congratulates Bridgette 
Koontz for her softball achievement. 


Seventh-grade mem- 
bers of National 
Junior Honor Society 
receive their plaques 
at the National Honor 
Society banquets 
held in the school 
cafeteria May 31. 

Rachel Buxton 
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Members of the National Elementary Honor Society show off their plaques. 


Pemayetv Emahakv athletes proudly sport their letters. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Eighth Graders Get a Warm Goodbye 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Teachers and staff of Pemayetv Emahakv 
held an entertaining and heartwarming celebration for the 
Charter School’s eighth graders June 8 in the school’s cafeteria. 

With the cafeteria doors donned with Justin Bieber VIP 
posters, the eighth graders entered and took their seats for 
their very own private performance. The students were soon in 
hysterics as Principal Russell Brown took center stage dressed 
as the music superstar, complete with a wig and all and began 
singing and dancing Bieber style. 

Following the entertainment portion of the celebration, the 
eighth-grade teachers spoke briefly on their experience working 


at the school with the students. 

“It has been a year of many firsts,” eighth-grade English 
teacher Mrs. Drake said. “I even finally learned how to pronounce 
the name of the school.” 

Mrs. Drake congratulated the students on their FCAT 
achievements, announcing that every eighth grader received a 
three or higher. She read district and state statistics stating that 
Pemayetv Emahakv came in second out of nine schools for their 
math FCAT scores. 

Math teacher Mr. Finney prepared a letter addressed to the 
students that Mrs. Drake read aloud and gave a copy to each 
student. 

In the letter Mr. Finney told the students, “Your abilities 
have no limits.” 

History teacher Mr. Pritchard spoke to the 
students about how much he enjoyed on having 
them as a class. 

“Teaching is a lot about having fun,” Pritchard 
said. “I don’t think I’ve ever had more laughs with 
a group.” 

Mr. Pritchard on behalf of all the eighth- 
grade teachers, Mrs. Drake, Mr. Finney and Mrs. 
Bass, presented each student with a personalized 
certificate and gift filled with candy that fitted each 
student the best based on their personality. 

Completing the celebration students, staff 
and guests enjoyed a slideshow with pictures 
representing a school year filled with fun, laughter 
and friendship. 



Rachel Buxton 


Eighth graders enjoy their private performance by Justin Bieber aka Principal Brown. 
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Mr. Pritchard presents Ty Pierce with his award and eighth-grade present. 


Principal Russell Brown performs as Justin Bieber for 
the eighth-grade celebration. 


Tribal Members Eli and Levi Harmon 
Excel at St. John's Military School 


DONNA HARMON 

Tribal members Eli and Fevi Harmon 
have successfully completed their freshman 
high school year at St. John’s Military 
School in Salina, Kan. The boys are the 
sons of Donna and Edward Harmon of 
Flagstaff, Ariz., and grandsons of Gladys 
Bowers Bratcher of Nashville, Tenn. The 
boys excelled academically, athletically, 
and honed their leadership skills. 

They were on the Dean’s Honor Roll 
all year long. They each finished off the 
year with straight A’s earning a 4.0 GPA. 
At the end of the year they had both earned 
themselves two $2000 scholarships, 
totaling $4000 in scholarships each. The 
scholarships they earned were the Kansas 
Computerized Assessment Scholarship 
for students who score an exemplary on 
all areas of the test and the Browning 
Achievement Award for students 
who demonstrate the potential to 
contribute to the goals and objectives 
of St. John’s. 

Fevi also earned the Blue Beret, 
which is awarded to students with the top 
three GPA’s within the school. 

The boys have been very active at St. 
John’s participating on the soccer team, 
futsal, and tennis. On the soccer team, as 
freshman they were starting players for all 
14 games and earned their varsity letter. 
When the soccer season ended they played 


futsal during the winter months. This spring 
Eli played on the tennis team. 

They participated in the first ever 
Robotics team at the school, the Rangers, 
and traveled to Kansas City to compete 
against other teams in the region. 

The boys were involved with the color 
guard, cadet patrol, chapel council and 
JROTC academic team. They were also 
chosen to be on a student panel that would 
be asked questions for the accreditation of 
the school. 

From the military aspect of the school, 
the boys have gone from being privates to 
staff sergeants. During the school’s JROTC 
Annual Formal Inspection (AFI), which is 
done by the JROTC Regional Commander, 
the school scored a 999 out of 1000. This is 
the highest score in the nation awarded to a 
military school. 

Eli states, “The thing I like the most 
about St. John’s is the amazing faculty who 
give us so many opportunities for academic 
success.” 

The staff at St. John’s has enjoyed 
getting to know Eli and Fevi this year. 
Academic Dean Ginger Wooten stated, “In 
addition to their excellent grades and effort 
in school, Eli and Fevi are trustworthy, 
respectful and honorable.” 

In August, the boys will return to St. 
John’s for their sophomore year. We wish 
them all the best for the upcoming school 
year and for a bright future. 



Photo courtesy of Donna Harmon 

Anna Harmon, Levi Harmon, Major George Stelljes (Commandant of St. John’s), Eli Harmon and 
Jessi Harmon. 



Naji Tobias 


Xzavier Solano, left, is blindfolded as he attempts to locate 
a boarded deer with the assistance of Reagan Whitecloud 
at the Ahfachkee School’s Spring Cultural Festival on 
May 19. 


Seminole Culture is on Vivid Display at 
Ahfachkee School’s Spring Festival 



Naji Tobias 

In a wood carving exercise Ahfachkee School Physical Education Assistant 
Erik Sangabriel, left, watches Ahfachkee freshman Levi Billie, center, carve 
out a cypress wood knife. Traditional Preservation’s Crafts Instructor Shane 
Cypress, right, shows Levi the proper way of designing the Seminole-derived 
sculpture. 
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Photo above, Ahfachkee School senior-to-be Rowdey 
Osceola is sanding down his cypress wood knife 
under a chickee at the May 19 Spring Cultural Festival. 
Photo left, Ahfachkee School kindergarten student 
Alisa Brooks plays a game of bingo in the E-la-pon-ke 
language at the May 19 Spring Cultural Festival. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ANI) KINDINU OF NO 

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


AGENC’V': Bureau of Indian Affairs (HI A) 

ACTION: Notice of Availability (NC)A) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian AIVnirs (BIA) is issuing a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for 
approving the construction and lease of a home on trust property for Miguel Cantu. The approximately 1.5 acre 
lot is located at Township 4X South. Range 33 Last. Sections I & 2. Hendry County. Florida, which is located 
on the Seminole Tribe of Florida's Big Cypress Reservation. The BIA has approved and adopted the 
Environmental Assessment (FA), dated April 201 1. prepared by the Seminole ’I ribe of Florida Environmental 
Resource Management Department and entitled “Miguel Cantu Proposed Lease, Seminole Tribe of Florida. Big 
Cypress Reservation. 1 lentlry County. Florida". This FA has been adopted and FONSI issued for the approval 
of the home construction and lease of trust lands in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Aet 
(NFPA) of l%9. 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the EA and FONSI Ibr the f ederal action of approving 
the proposed home construction and lease of trust property arc available for public review. The BIA has 
approved and adopted the above referenced FA which addressed this proposal. The FONSI determination was 
based on review and analysis of the information in the FA Based on the EA. if has been determined that the 
action will not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement is not required. You may obtain a copy of the EA and FONSI from the BIA 
Eastern Regional Office or the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 6365 Tall Street. Suite 3008. Hollywood. FI. 33024. telephone (954) 905-4380. 

APPEALS: “This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with an action, 
therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C.F.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period after the decision to proceed 
with the action is made before the action may be implemented. Appeal information will be made publicly 
available when the decision to proceed is made." 

For further information please contact Kurt G. Chandler. Regional Environmental Scientist. Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. Eastern Regional Ollicc. 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville. IN 37214. telephone (615) 564- 
6832. 


Date: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 



Superintendent. Seminole Agency 



BUYING OR SELLING? 

Use a company that makes positive things 
happen. Coldwell Banker, the number one 
company in Residential Real Estate. 


Diane: 954-294-5060 




COLDUieiX 
BANK 6 R □ 


DIANE LOTT, RN, BSN, P.A. 
Realtor 

South Broward Board of Realtors 
Florida Association of Realtors 
National Association of Realtors 


RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 

3319 Sheridan St. 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


(cell) 954-294-5060 
(fax) 954-272-7118 
email: diane.lott@floridamoves.com 
http://www.floridamoves.com/diane.lott 
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Students, Parents and Teachers Show 
Off Creek Language Skills at Spelling Bee 



Rachel Buxton 

Grade-level winners get ready for the third annual school-wide Creek Spelling Bee May 16 held in the 
Charter School cafeteria. During the weeks leading up to the final spelling bee students studied their 
Creek words and practiced spelling them using the Creek alphabet, A,C,E. Students showed off going 
several rounds without any misspelled words. 


Rachel Buxton 

Gage Riddle shows off his winning trophy May 
16 after spelling the final word during the third 
annual Creek Spelling Bee held at the Charter 
School. 



Rachel Buxton 

Amber Buck, left, mother of Gage Riddle, follows in her son’s footsteps snagging the 
first place trophy in the Parent Creek Spelling Bee held May 16 at the Charter School. 
Buck receives her winning trophy from teacher Jade Braswell, right. 



Rachel Buxton 

For the third straight year in a row, Heather Dobbs wins the 
Teacher Creek Spelling Bee May 16 held in the Charter School 
cafeteria. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee freshmen Anthony Cypress, left, and Korliss Jumper, center, receive assistance 
from Ahfachkee Physical Education Assistant Coach Erik Sangabriel in filling out their 
applications for the fifth annual Youth Media Production Workshop at the Warrior Lunch 
Bunch series finale on May 17. 


SMP’s Youth Media Production 
Workshop Presentation Highlights 
Warrior Lunch Bunch Series Finale 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Stephen Billie, the May 17 Warrior Lunch Bunch series finale keynote speaker, 
encourages the Ahfachkee School’s upper grades students to sign up for the fifth annual 
Youth Media Production Workshop, to be held from July 10-16 in Hollywood. Two movies 
were shown to the Ahfachkee students at the lunch bunch series finale, including one about 
alligator wrestling. Both were created, filmed and edited by last year’s Tribal participants of 
the Youth Media Production Workshop series. 


Big Cypress Preschoolers 
Enjoy Rides and Magic Show at Fun Day 



Naji Tobias 

During the morning hours of the Fun Day, Johnnie Sue 
Russell, 5, left, and Teena Marie Covarrubias, 3, right, are 
cooling out at the Dora and Diego Learning Adventure’s 
bounce house on the Big Cypress Community Center field. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Amirani Brooks, 3, Teena Marie Covarrubias, 3, 
and Logan Covarrubias, 2, get their feet wet in a Duckee 
water bin at the Big Cypress Preschool’s Fun Day festivities 
on May 20. 


In a magic show 
performed by Rich- 
ard Adler, also 
known as “The 
Amazing Mr. A,” the 
magician is hold- 
ing on to a ball of 
a light, transferring 
it from one hand 
to another, as the 
Big Cypress pre- 
schoolers and the 
Ahfachkee School’s 
pre-kindergarten/ 
kindergarten stu- 
dents look on in 
amazement. 

Naji Tobias 




The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State 
Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University 
Law School in 1987. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 
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Naji Tobias 

The second-grade students in Mrs. Wanda Billie’s culture class are among the 
lower grades recognized for their efforts in learning the E-la-pon-ke language at 
the June 1 End-of-Year Awards Ceremony. 




Naji Tobias 

Here’s a snapshot of the Ahfachkee School’s eighth-grade students who received 
certificates of promotion and gifts at the End-of-Year Awards Ceremony on June 2, 
with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger and Ahfachkee School Principal 
Grant Richardson. 


Naji Tobias 

Mrs. Renee Barry’s pre-kindergarten class is recognized for their continued 
educational progress at the Lower Grades End-of-Year Awards Ceremony on 
June 1, located inside the Ahfachkee School’s cafeteria. 


Fourth Quarter Awards Ceremonies Mark Ahfachkee’s Final School Activities in 2010-11 Academic Year 


AHFACHKEE SCHOOL’S 
END-OF-YEAR 
ACADEMIC HONORS 

Progress Awards - 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Casey Ball 
Aaliyah Billie 
Ezekiel Billie 
Naya Nashee Billie 
Jody Cabral 
Peggy Sue Cypress 
Phoenix Kimble 
Dyami Koenes 
Adam MacElroy, Jr. 

Madasyn Osceola 
Niya Osceola 
Sarah Osceola 
Tristen Osceola 
Johnnie Sue Russell 
Tony "TC" Sanchez 
Micah Stockton 
Kadin Tommie 
Kaley Zepeda 

Progress Awards - 

Kindergarten 

Anthony Avalos 
Mauro Avalos 
Cyiah Avila 
Dayne Billie 
Keaton Billie 
Lazzlow Billie 
Tanoke Billie 
Alisa Brooks 
Evol Buck 
Akira Cabral 
Ja'vian Cypress 
Jaylee Cypress 
Channon Frye 
Keithana Onco 
Miguel Reynosa 
Grace Robbins 
Andrea Ryland 
Xzavier Solano 
Kassim Stockton 
Jalee Wilcox 

GRADES 1-3 

Fourth Quarter 
Councilman’s Awards - 

3.0-3.49 GPA 

Dillion Ball 
Talia Billie 
Lauren Doctor 
Brandi Osceola 
Cale Osceola 
Daleen Osceola 
Leo Osceola-Onco 
Jose Perez 


Liberty Robbins 

2010-2011 School Year 
Academic Awards - 3.0 or 

higher GPA maintained 

Dillion Ball 
Brandi Osceola 
Cale Osceola 
Daleen Osceola 
Leo Osceola-Onco 

Fourth Quarter President’s 

Awards - 3.5-3.99 GPA 

Nicholus Andrews 
Caleb Billie 
Sontino Billie 
Elise Brown 
Leviticus Buster 
Hermione Calderon 
Quentin Charging Cloud 
Elijiah Cook 
Mikiyela Cypress 
Ko'Oshee Henry 
Daylon Osceola 
Amaya Solano 
Gregorio Reynosa 

2010-2011 School Year 
Academic Awards - 3.5 or 

higher GPA maintained 

Nicholus Andrews 
Athena Bert 
Sontino Billie 
Elise Brown 
Leviticus Buster 
Elijiah Cook 
Harmony Cypress 
Ko'Oshee Henry 
Charlie Osceola 
Daylon Osceola 
Amaya Solano 

Fourth Quarter 
Chairman’s Awards - 4.0 GPA 

Harmony Cypress 
Charlie Osceola 

Perfect Attendance - 

Fourth Quarter 

Nicholus Andrews 
Dillion Ball 

Quentin Charging Cloud 
Craig Huckabee 
Brandi Osceola 
Charlie Osceola 
Amaya Solano 

Perfect Attendance - 

2010-2011 School Year 

Dillion Ball 
Amaya Solano 


GRADES 4-6 
Fourth Quarter 
Councilman’s Awards - 3.0- 

3.49 GPA 

Thomlynn Billie 
Nashoba Gonzalez 
Janessa Jones 
Dayra Koenes 
Mazzy Robbins 
Mariah Smith 

2010-2011 School Year 
Academic Awards - 3.0 or 

higher GPA maintained 

Eyanna Billie 
Thomlynn Billie 
Janessa Jones 
John Robbins 

Fourth Quarter President's 

Awards - 3.5 - 3.9 GPA 

Jonah Alvarado 
GraySun Billie 
Eyanna Billie 
Dasani Cypress 
Destiny Cypress 
Alyssa Osceola 
Evanne Pratt 
Ryanne Pratt 
John Robbins 
AnnaBelle WhiteShield 

2010-2011 School Year 
Academic Awards - 3.5 or 

higher GPA maintained 

Jonah Alvarado 
GraySun Billie 
Destiny Cypress 
Alyssa Osceola 
Evanne Pratt 
Ryanne Pratt 
A nn aBelle WhiteShield 

Perfect Attendance - 

Fourth Quarter 

Elisah Billie 
GraySun Billie 
Roderick Bert 
Alyssa Osceola 

Perfect Attendance - 

2010-2011 School Year 

Elisah Billie 

GRADES 7-12 

Fourth Quarter 
Councilman's Awards - 

3.0 - 3.49 GPA 

RickyJoe Alumbaugh 
Leauna Billie 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Principal Grant Richardson, center, 
presents Charlie Osceola, left, and Harmony 
Cypress, right, with the Chairman’s Honor 
Roll awards at the Lower Grades End-of-Year 
Awards Ceremony on June 1. 



Naji Tobias 


The final awards for the 2010-2011 school year were for the Ahfachkee 
School’s first-ever Female, Male and Scholar Athletes of the Year, as 
Ahfachkee Warriors freshman Terri Baker, left, was selected as the Female 
Athlete of the Year, while Ahfachkee Warriors junior Stevie Billie, right, 
was named the Male Athlete of the Year at the June 2 End-of-Year Awards 
Ceremony inside the school’s cafeteria. 


Taylor Fulton 
K'ahna Jumper 
Janet Mata 
Tia Osborne 
Kaitlin Osceola 
Savannah Tiger 

2010-2011 School Year 
Academic Awards - 3.0 or 

higher GPA maintained 

Sabre' Billie 
Leauna Billie 
Janet Mata 
Kaitlin Osceola 
Savannah Tiger 

Fourth Quarter President's 

Awards - 3.5 - 3.99 GPA 

Terri Baker 
Sabre' Billie 
Chelsey Alvarado 

Perfect Attendance - Fourth 

Quarter 

Bradley Osceola 

Perfect Attendance - 

2010-2011 School Year 

Bradley Osceola 

FOURTH QUARTER 
CULTURE AWARDS - 
ALL GRADES 

Pre-K 

Casey Ball 
Aaliyah Billie 
Ezekiel Billie 
Jayana Billie 
Jody Cabral 
Peggy Cypress 
Phoenix Kimble 
Dyami Koenes 
Adam McElroy Jr. 

Madasyn Osceola 
Niya Osceola 
Tristen Osceola 
Sarah Robbins 
Jo hnn ie Russell 
Tony Sanchez 
Micah Stockton 
Kadin Tommie 
Kaley Zapeda 

Kindergarten 

Anthony Avalos 
Mauro Avalos 
Cyiah Avila 
Dayne Billie 
Keaton Billie 
Lazzlow Billie 


Ohitika Billie 
Alisa Brooks 
Evol Buck 
Akira Cabral 
Ja’vian Cypress 
Jaylee Cypress 
Chanon Frye 
Keithana Onco 
Miguel Reynosa 
Grace Robbins 
Andrea Ryland 
Xzavier Solano 
Kassim Stockton 
Jalee Wilcox 

First Grade 

Nicholus Andrews 
Athena Bert 
Caleb Billie 
Sontino Billie 
Talia Billie 
Leviticus Buster 
Quentin Charging Cloud 
Harmony Cypress 
Lauren Doctor 
Marina Garcia 
Ko’Oshee Henry 
Barbara Jimmie 
Romona Jimmie 
Angelie Melton 
Cale Osceola 
Dacia Osceola 
Daleen Osceola 
Daylon Osceola 
Anthony Wells 

Second Grade 

Dillion Ball 
Hermione Calderone 
Elijiah Cook 
Precious Jimmie 
Brandi Osceola 
Charlie Osceola 
Leo Osceola-Onco 
Jose Perez 
Gregorio Reynosa 
Liberty Robbins 
Willie Smith 
Amaya Solano 

Third Grade 

Carlee Billie 
RedHeart Billie 
Richard Billie 
Jalycia Billie- Valdez 
Brianna Bowers 
Elise Brown 
Mikiyela Cypress 
Charli Frye 
Geneva Garcia 
Ricardo Garcia 


Leilani Gopher 
Craig Huckabee 
Kylen Jumper 
Reginald Ling 
Thoya Robbins 
Alena Stockton 
Nigel Wells 

Fourth Grade 

Issiah Alvarado 
Destiny Cypress 
Chaska Osceola 
Emmitt Osceola 
Mazzy Robbins 
Carlos Romero 

Fifth Grade 

Elisah Billie 
Eyanna Billie 
Alyssa Bumett-Osceola 
Troy Cantu 
Dayra Koenes 
Ryanne Pratt 
Annabelle Whiteshield 

Sixth Grade 

Jonah Alvarado 
Corbin Billie 
GraySun Billie 
Dasani Cypress 
Jo hn Robbins 
Uriah Waggerby 

Tribal Arts 

Taylor Fulton 
Danni Jae Tommie 

E-la-pon-ke I 

Quenton Cypress 
William K. Jumper 
Savannah Tiger 

E-la-pon-ke II 

RickyJoe Alumbaugh 
Taylor Fulton 
Bradley Osceola 
Tequesta Tiger 
Da nn i Jae Tommie 

TOP OVERALL 
ATHLETES - 
AHFACHKEE WARRIORS 

Female Athlete of the Year 

Terri Baker 

Male Athlete of the Year 

Stevie Billie 

Scholar Athlete of the Year 

Taylor Pratt 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee School Dean of Students Pete Cade, 
center, with Perfect Attendance honorees Xzavier 
Solano, left, and Casey Ball as the kindergarten 
and pre-kindergarten tandem, respectively, are 
recognized for achieving that feat at the Lower 
Grades End-of-Year Awards Ceremony on June 1. 



Naji Tobias 

Former Tribal Board President Richard Bowers Jr., left, shares a 
celebratory moment with Ahfachkee student Bradley Osceola, right, as 
he earns a special award for achieving perfect attendance throughout 
the 2010-2011 academic year at the Upper Grades End-of-Year Awards 
Ceremony on June 2. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Excel at End-of-the-Year Awards Ceremony 


PEMAYETV EMAHAKV 

First Grade CitizenshiD 

Melinda Gentry 

Third Grade Effort 

Jenna Brown 

CitizenshiD of the Year 

CHARTER SCHOOL’S 

Joss Youngblood 

Ivory Herrera 

Sheldon Garcia 


Award- students who 

END-OF-YEAR 

Tayla Burns 

Ramone Baker 

Aleah Turtle 

Perfect Attendance 

consistently are ready to help 

ACADEMIC HONORS 

Kayven Emley 

Hunter Howard 

Katie Beck 

Kaleb Doctor 

others, always plays fair, and 


Lija Gore 

Aubee Billie 

Edward Gaucin 

Robert Harris 

treat everyone with respect 

Kindergarten Effort 

LaShae King 

Norman Osceola 

Shyla Gopher 

Lance Howard 

Mrs. Pearce’s class- Oscar Yates 

Dakota Fish 

Kyra Toneges 

Hyatt Pearce 

Robert Harris 

Tavis Jumper 

Mrs. Well’s Class- Aleina Micco 

Jace Brown 

Jayton Baker 

Tanner Shore 

Malcolm Jones 

Kamani Smith 


Ysla Meras 

Edie Robbins 

Jessie Webber 

Drake Lawrence 


Safetv Patrol 

Tanier Gore 

Jason Webber 


Alex Valdes 

Third Grade Student 

Ofc. Alicia Fudge 

Guadalupe Mora-Lara 

Dathen Urbina 

Second Grade CitizenshiD 

Tavis Jumper 

Council Reoresentative 

Ofc. Aiden Tommie 

Deagen Osceola 

Karlyne Urbina 

Mariah Billie 

Nyah Davidson 

Madisyn Osceola 

Ofc. Deven Tedders 

Melina Osceola 

Elle Thomas 

Ruby Osceola 

Tucker Johns 


Ofc. Kano Puente 

Lucius Billie 

Kobe Jimmie 

Alyssa Gonzalez 

Jathan Tommie 

CitizenshiD of the Year 

Ofc. Aleina Micco 

Illiana Robbins 

Diego Meras 

Melinda Gentry 

Araya Youngblood 

Award- students who 

Ofc. Krysta Burton 

Gabe Williams 

Alice Osceola 

Caylie Huff 

Eecho Billie 

consistently are ready to help 


Mariana Mora-Lara 


Ivory Herrera 

Kaleb Doctor 

others, always play fair, and 

Fifth Grade Effort 

Giselle Micco 

First Grade ImDrovement 

Laila Bennett 

Aubrey Pearce 

treat everyone with respect 

Brian Bishop 

Shylynn Testerman 

Kiowa Garcia 

Aubee Billie 

Caillou Smith 

Kaleb Doctor- Mrs. Brown’s 

Chloe Chalfant 

Leviticus Roberts 

Kalyn Hammil 

Haylie Huff 

Dante Thomas 

class 

Bly Davidson 

Victor Parrilla 

Caleb Burton 

Tanner Shore 

Mallorie Thomas 

Sage Motlow- Mrs. William’s 

Marquis Fudge 

Vincenzo Osceola 

Tadan Santiago 

Morgan Yates 


class 

Cheyenne Fish 


Ta-fv Harris 


Third Grade CitizenshiD 

Jathan Tommie- Mrs. Pryor’s 

Morgan King 

Kindergarten CitizenshiD 

Corey Jumper 

Second Grade ImDrovement 

Jarrett Bert 

Class 

Isaac Osceola 

Lillian Garcia 


Billy Bailey 

John Gore 


Chandler Pearce 

Cheyenne Lara 

First Grade Bronze Award 

Davin Carrillo 

Blake Baker 

Fourth Grade Effort 

Brady Rhodes 

Valentine Martinez 

(3.0-3.41 - 2nd semester 

Todd Pierce 

Sage Motlow 

Danyelle Boromei 

Cyrus Smedley 

Iann Jimmie 

Lija Gore 

Jagger Gaucin 

Madisyn Osceola 

Aleina Micco 

Layne Thomas 

Dwayne Billie 

Kalyn Hammil 

Hunter Howard 

Ozzy Osceola 

Chynna Villarreal 

Brooke Thorton 

Makya King 

Tehya Howard 

Laila Bennett 

Luzana Venzor 

Cady Osceola 

Aiyana Tommie 

Derrick Smith 

Tammy Martinez 

Destiny Elliott 

Jathan Tommie 

Andrew Fish 

Pemell Bert 

Gabe Williams 

Kenai Billie 

Norman Osceola 

Burgundy Pierce 

Deven Tedders 

Ruby Buster 

Leviticus Roberts 

Ta-fv Harris 

Jessie Webber 

Brienna Brockman 


Richard Harris 

Mariana Mora-Lara 

Jahcole Arnold 

Morgan Yates 

Araya Youngblood 

Fourth Grade CitizenshiD 

Jalynn Jones 

Shylynn Testerman 

Jaytron Baker 


Donovan Harris 

Aleina Micco 

Rudy Juarez 

Jason Hay don 


Second Grade Bronze 

Waylynn Bennett 

Krysta Burton 

Dyami Nelson 


First Grade Silver Award 

Award (3.0-3.41 - 2nd 

Justina Martinez 

Kano Puente 

Joseph Osceola 

Kindergarten ImDrovement 

(3.5-3.91 - 2nd semester 

semester 

Kai Osceola 

Chynna Villarreal 

Rylee Smith 

Dylan Johns 

Joss Youngblood 

Ruby Osceola 


Camryn Thomas 

Javaris Johnson 

Tayla Burns 

Todd Pierce 

Third Grade Bronze Award 

Fourth Grade Bronze 


Austin Thomas 

Jaytron Baker 

Ramone Baker 

(3.0-3.41 

Award (3.0-3.41 

Fifth Grade CitizenshiD 

Caitlyn Olivarez 

Edie Robbins 

Hyatt Pearce 

Drake Lawrence 

Krysta Burton 

Logan Ortiz 

Jrayko Billie 

Jason Webber 

Jaylen Baker 

Madisyn Osceola 

Danyelle Boromei 

Brian Bishop 

Terald Gamer 

Leilani Burton 


Alex Valdes 

Chynna Villarreal 

Bly Davidson 

David King 

Diego Meras 

Second Grade Silver Award 

Tavis Jumper 

Andrew Fish 

Morgan King 

Creek Gopher 


(3.5-3.91 - 2nd semester 

Waylynn Bannett 

Alicia Fish 

Chandler Pearce 

Victor Parrilla 

First Grade Gold Award 

Jagger Gaucin 

Jacee Jumper 

Cady Osceola 

Brady Rogers 

SirMarcus Osceola 

(4.01 - 2nd semester 

John Beck 

Kai Osceola 

Gage Riddle 

Cyrus Smedley 

Shylynn Testerman 

Kayven Emley 

Destiny Elliott 

Caillou Smith 

Conner Thomas 

Layne Thomas 

Jason Hay don 

Kyra Toneges 

Caylie Huff 



Brooke Thorton 

Vincenzo Osceola 

LaShae King 

Daven Buck 

Third Grade Silver Award 

Fourth Grade Gold Award 

Aiyana Tommie 

Perfect Attendance 

Elle Thomas 

Heith Lawrence 

(3.5.-3.91 

(Straight A’s -4.01 

Jalynn Jones 

Jace Brown 


Norman Osceola 

John Gore 

Deven Tedders 

Rudy Juarez 


Perfect Attendance 

Tanner Shore 

Malcolm Jones 


Camryn Thomas 

Student Council 

Leilani Burton 

Morgan Yates 

Sage Motlow 

Straight A’s All Year 

Krystal Toneges 

Reoresentative 



Luzana Venzor 


Joseph Osceola 

Jrayko Billie 

Straight A’s all vear 

Second Grade Gold Award 

Brienna Brockman 

Perfect Attendance 



Kyra Toneges 

(4.01 - 2nd Semester 

Lance Howard 

Aiden Tommie 

Fifth Grade Bronze Award 

Citizenshin Award for 

Kayven Emley 

Aubee Billie 

Tucker Johns 


(3.0-3.41 

the Year- students who 

LaShae King 

Haylie Huff 

Silas Madrigal 

President’s Education Awards 

Chloe Chalfant 

consistently are ready to help 


Jessie Webber 

Burgundy Pierce 

Outstanding Academic 

Bly Davidson 

others, always play fair, and 

CitizenshiD Award for 


Jathan Tommie 

Achievement 3.0-3.4 

Cheyenne Fish 

treat everyone with respect. 

the Year - students who 

Perfect Attendance 

Araya Youngblood 

Alyke Baker 

Morgan King 

Dwayne Billie - Mrs. 

consistently are ready to help 

Aubee Billie 

Justina Martinez 

Danyelle Boromei 

Issac Osceola 

Webber’s class 

others, always play fair, and 

Dalence Carrillo 


Alicia Fudge 

Brady Osceola 

Cheyenne Lara - Mrs. 

treat everyone with respect 


Third Grade Gold Award 

Gage Riddle 

Cyrus Smedley 

Duncan’s class 

Miss Rucks’ class- Joss 

CitizenshiD of the Year 

£40} 

Aiden Tommie 

Brooke Thorton 

Shylynn Testerman - Mrs. 

Youngblood 

Award- students who 

Katie Beck 

Conner Thomas 

Sunni Bearden 

Tom’s class 

Mrs. Johns’ class- Kyra Toneges 

consistently are ready to help 

Edward Gaucin 

Billy Yates 

Pemell Bert 


Mrs. Ringstaff’s class- Elle 

others, always play fair, and 

Shyla Gopher 


Ruby Buster 

First Grade Effort 

Thomas 

treat everyone with respect 

Jenna Brown 

Outstanding Academics 

Camryn Thomas 

Pherian Baker 


Mrs. Ball’s class- John Beck 

Nyah Davidson 

Excellence 3.5-4.0 

Krystal Toneges 

Tehya Howard 

Student Council 

Mrs. Clement’s class: Alyssa 

Kamani Smith 

*Raeley Matthews 


Chyler Villarreal 

Reoresentative 

Gonzalez 

Eecho Billie 

Aleina Micco 

Fifth Grade Silver Award 

Tammy Martinez 

Elle Thomas 

Mrs. Paige’s class- Morgan 

Kaleb Doctor 

Kano Puente 

(3.5-3.91 

Jamie Smith 


Yates 

Aubrey Pearce 

Deven Tedders 

Brian Bishop 

Kenai Billie 

Second Grade Effort 


Dante Thomas 

*Top grade point average 

Jalynn Jones 

Mariah Gamer 

Davin Carrillo 

Student Council 

Mallorie Thomas 


Dyami Nelson 

Leilani Burton 

Billy Bailey 

ReDresentative 


Fourth Grade Student 

Joseph Osceola 

Jaytron Baker 

Jahbahn Arnold 

Destiny Elliott 

Straight A’s all vear 

Council Reoresentative 


Jahcole Arnold 

Todd Pierce 


Aubrey Pearce 

Conner Thomas 

Please see AWARDS on page 8B 


Rachel Buxton 

Caitlyn Olivarez is awarded a certificate for accelerated reading 
June 9 at the Charter School end-of-the-year awards ceremony. 



— 



Rachel Buxton 


Students third through fifth grade receive certificates for their craftsmanship and improvement 
in their Seminole culture class at Pemayetv Emahakv’s end-of-the-year awards ceremony 
June 9 held in the breezeway of the school. 



Rachel Buxton 


Students show that hard work pays off June 9 at the Charter School’s end-of-the- 
year awards as they are awarded with the Gold award for having straight A’s for the 
fourth nine weeks. 
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Kindergartners Celebrate Completion of 
Their First Year at Pemayetv Emahakv 



Rachel Buxton 

The entire kindergarten class says the Creek Pledge of Allegiance June 8 at the Brighton Veterans’ 
Building during their special celebration. 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School held a special kindergarten 
celebration June 8 at the Brighton 
Veterans’ Building to congratulate their 
youngsters for making it through their first 
year of big school. 

Family and friends joined the students 
in the beach-themed auditorium for a 
little entertainment and announcement of 
awards, recognizing the students for their 
academic accomplishments. 

“I have so much to be proud of 
them for,” Principal Russell Brown said. 
“We’ve seen such a growth throughout 
the school year.” 

The students began the ceremony by 
saying the Creek Pledge of Allegiance 
followed by the American pledge. 

The children then used the letters of 
the alphabet to recite a poem with each 
letter representing something they got out 
of the kindergarten school year. 

Mrs. Pam Hudson recognized 
students for their academic achievements 
including citizenship, effort and 
improvement. 

The youngsters then put on a show 
for the crowd by performing the song and 
dance Tony Chestnut. 

Wrapping up the ceremony, teachers 
Mrs. Webber and Mrs. Duncan handed 
out kindergarten completion certificates 
to each student in their classes, along with 


students from Mrs. Tom’s class, as she 
was unfortunately unable to attend. 

Principal Brown congratulated the 
students for their successful school year 
and stated that this year’s kindergartners 
were the fastest group of learners out of all 
kindergarten classes since the start of the 
school four years ago. 

“Their performance was tremendous,” 
Brown said. “They gave teachers their 
best efforts.” 


U 


\ 1 Wj 

Rachel Buxton 

Jrayko Billie receives Citizenship of the Year 
award for Mrs. Webber’s class. 


Rachel Buxton 

Victor Parrilla, left, and Vincenzo Osceola say what 
the letter L stands for in the kindergarten poem. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students Survive FCAT Testing and Celebrate at Dance 



Rachel Buxton 


Rumor Juarez participates in the obstacle course 
competition held at the FCAT survival dance May 23 
in the Charter School cafeteria. 




Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv girls sing and dance during the FCAT dance competition. 
Students enjoyed a sports-themed dance for surviving the FCAT tests. 


Rachel Buxton 

Morgan King picks out a cupcake to enjoy at the FCAT dance May 23 
held in the school cafeteria. Students were treated to a dance with 
cupcakes, chips, punch and lots of competition. 



Rachel Buxton 


Demetrius Clark gives teacher Jade 
Braswell a big hug after being named King 
of the FCAT Dance for winning the dance 
competition. 


AWARDS 

From page 7B 


Fifth Grade Gold Award 

(Straight A’s- 4.01 

Chandler Pearce 
Layne Thomas 
Aiyana Tommie 
Rudy Juarez 

Fifth Grade Straight A’s 

All Year 

Aiyana Tommie 

Fifth Grade Perfect 

Attendance 

Dyami Nelson 
Layne Thomas 
Aiyana Tommie 

Fifth Grade Student Council- 

Chloe Chalfant 

Citizenship Award for 

the Year - students who 
consistently are ready to help 
others, always play fair, and 
treat everyone with respect 
Mrs. Dobbs’ class- Rudy 
Juarez 

Mrs. Smith’s class- Layne 
Thomas 

Safety Patrol 


Sgt. Brady Rhodes 
Sgt. Aiyana Tommie 
Sgt. Jalynn Jones 
Sgt. Camryn Thomas 

President’s Education 

Awards 

Outstanding Academic 

Acheivments 3.0-3.4 

Ivess Baker 
Pemell Bert 
Brian Bishop 
Chloe Chalfant 
Bly Davidson 
Jalynn Jones 
Morgan King 
Isaac Osceola 
Brady Rhodes 
Krystal Toneges 

Outstanding Academic 

Excellence 3.5-4.0 

Rudy Juarez 
Dyami Nelson 
Joseph Osceola 
Chandler Pearce 
Camryn Thomas 
Layne Nelson 

* Aiyana Tommie 

* Top grade point average 

Middle School Effort 

Crysten Smith 
Rumor Juarez 


Ruben Burgess 
Elijah Finney 

Middle School Citizenship 

Shae Pearce 
Diamond Shore 
Boyd Brown 
Zachary Hudson 

Middle School Bronze 

Award (3.0-3.41 

Jermaine Bennett 
Raylon Eagle 
Erik Garcia 
Odessa King 
Shae Pierce 
Jaden Puente 
Ruben Burgess 
Robert Fudge 
Martina Herrera 
Kaylen Buster 
Brydgett Koontz 
Keyana Nelson 
Zeke Matthews 
Sydnee Cypress 
Kalgary Johns 
Braceton King 

Middle School Silver 

Award (3.5-3.91 

Sean Osceola 
Boyd Brown 
Kailin Brown 
Elijah Finney 


Jaron Johns 
Melany Williams 
Tatiana Herrera 
Layton Thomas 

Middle School Gold Award 

(Straight A’s- 4.01 

Andrew Dobbs 
Dylan Sheffield 
Trevor Thomas 
Crysten Smith 
Zachary Hudson 
Rumor Juarez 

Middle School Straight A’s 

All Year 

Trevor Thomas 
Andrew Dobbs 
Zachary Hudson 

Sixth Grade Student 

Council - 

Trevor Thomas 

Seventh Grade Student 

Council - 

Tyra Baker 

Eighth Grade Student 

Council - 

Braceton King 
Chairman- Layton Thomas 

Perfect Attendance 


Deliah Carrillo 
Jaron Johns 
Brydgett Koontz 
Keyana Nelson 
Layton Thomas 
Trevor Thomas 

Citizenship Award for 

the Year - students who 
consistently are ready to help 
others, always play fair, and 
treat everyone with respect 
Crysten Smith- 6th Grade 
Rumor Juarez- 7 th Grade 
Myrick Puente- 8th Grade 

Safety Patrol 

Cpt. Trevor Thomas 
Cpt. Crysten Smith 
Lt. Diamond Shore 
Lt. Andrew Dobbs 
Sgt. Sean Osceola 
Sgt. Jaden Puente 

National Council of Young 

Writers - Breanna Billie has 
been awarded a certificate of 
recognition for her writing 
that was submitted to the 
Young Writers Program. 

Outstanding Academic 

Achievments 3.0-3.4 

6th Grade- Odessa King 


Diamond Shore 

Robert Fudge 

Shae Pierce 

Martina Herrera 

Crysten Smith 

Ruben Burgess 

Raylon Eagle 

7th Grade- Keyana Nelson 

Michael Garcia 

Zeke Matthews 

Brydgett Koontz 

8th Grade- Darlah Cypress 

Outstanding Academic 

Excellence 3.5-4.0 

6th Grade- Dylan Sheffield 

Erik Garcia 

Jaden Puente 

Sean Osceola 

Trevor Thomas 

* Andrew Dobbs 

7th Grade- Rumor Juarez 

Boyd Brown 

Jaron Johns 

Elijah Finney 

Kailin Brown 

Melany Williams 

*Zachary Hudson 

8th Grade- Tatiana Herrera 

Bracton King 

*Layton Thomas 



Rachel Buxton 


From left, Aiyana Tommie, Jenna Brown and Aubrey Pearce receive trophies 
for having straight A’s all year at Pemayetv Emahakv’s end-of-the-year 
awards. 



Rachel Buxton 

Third grader Shyla Gopher receives the Gold award for having straight 
A’s for the fourth nine weeks during Pemayetv Emahakv’s awards 
ceremony. 



Rachel Buxton 


Students receive the silver award for having an A/B average during the fourth nine weeks at the 
Charter School’s awards ceremony June 9 in the breezeway of the school. 
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Graduations 


Chelsea Storm Graduates from Florida Air Academy 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Chelsea May Storm passed another milestone 
in her life's journey when she received her high school diploma from 
the Florida Air Academy in Melbourne on the evening of May 13, 
2011. 

The daughter of Thomas Storm Sr. and Carey Bradford and the 
granddaughter of Mary Jane Storm, Chelsea has been a student at the 
military boarding school for the past five years. 

One of 59 diploma recipients in the graduating class of 2011, 
Chelsea was recognized with a Most Artistic Award. While completing 
her standard high school courses and military curriculum, she focused 
on math and drafting programs in preparation for her chosen career of 
architecture. 

This 18-year-old sees the sky as the limit and has plans to attend 
the Brevard Community College, where she will major in architecture 
while continuing to study her first love, which is art. Chelsea enjoys 
all forms of art but excels in painting and has a special interest in 
portraits. 

"Upon getting my architectural degree, I would like to use my 
talents to help shape the future of the Seminole Tribe and act as a 
mentor for the younger generation," said Chelsea. "During my short 
lifetime, the Tribe's development has been enormous, and I feel that its 
future strength will depend upon Tribal participation." 



Photo courtesy of Victoria Soto 

Following the commencement ceremonies at Florida Air Academy, 
Chelsea Storm is congratulated by her mother, Carey Bradford. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Agnes Billie-Motlow with her graduate diploma from Barry University. 


Tribal Citizen Agnes Billie-Motlow 
Graduates Magna Cum Laude 


Five Ahfachkee Students Graduate from High School 


AHFACHKEE 
SCHOOL’S 
CLASS OF 2011 
HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES 

Jorge ‘Chebon’ 
Gooden-Harden 
K’Ahna Jumper 
Janet Mata 
Tia Osborne 
Jessica Osceola 


The five Ahfachkee 
high school graduates 
are all smiles with 
Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger and former Big 
Cypress Tribal Board 
Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 
as they have officially 
completed their grade 
school journey at the 
May 31 graduation 
ceremony. 

Naji Tobias 



See more photos on page 11 B 


BY CH RIS C. J ENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen 
Agnes Billie-Motlow (Bear Clan) is a 
shining example of the proof positive 
impact of education. 

Joining 40 other classmates as a 
recent Barry University graduate with 
a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies, it 
is only part of the journey for the wife, 
mother, grandmother and role model. 

“I am very proud of the fact that I 
completed it (my degree). Now that the 
door is open I am looking forward to the 
next step,” said Billie-Motlow. 

In a pursuit most would have written 
off long ago, she stayed focused over an 
incredible 30-year span, resuming as a 
full-time student in 2008. She finished 
Magna Cum Laude with a 3.78 GPA and 
member of the Alpha Chi Honor Society. 
Now 60, she said she began taking 
classes on and off in her 20s at Stetson 
University. 

As the daughter of George Billie and 
the late Ruby Jumper Billie, she said her 
inspiration has come from three special 
men in her life: her late brother Billy 
Cypress Jr. and uncle Sonny Billie, as 
well as husband David Motlow. 

“My brother used to say to me, 4 Just 
because you do not finish now does not 
mean the door is not open to finish later,”’ 
she said. “My uncle used to say, ‘You 


can not take the easy way out, once you 
start something, then finish it,’ and my 
husband told me before I started school 
again, ‘This is a good time to finish your 
dream.’” 

Tribal Education Advisor Linda Iley 
said Billie-Motlow is an inspiration to 
all. 

“It is amazing and uplifting not only 
to us in the Education Department but 
the Tribe as a whole. This says you are 
never too old to get your education. It is 
possible to do it,” Iley said. 

In accomplishing such a feat, Billie- 
Motlow said she remains conscious of her 
status as a role model in the Hollywood 
community and among her family. 

“Some females have told me what I 
have done is an inspiration. I tell them 
time is not a factor. Educated Tribal 
woman are one of the foundations 
for the future,” she said. “If they (the 
grandchildren) see granny do it (finish 
school) they know they can to,” Billie- 
Motlow said. 

Still not satisfied, her future plans 
involve furthering her education even 
more by attending graduate school 
this fall for a master’s degree in public 
administration at Barry. She said 
further down the line she will aim for 
another master’s in Native American/ 
anthropology studies with the hopes 
of preserving the Tribes’ language and 
culture. 



University School’s Courtney 
Osceola Graduates 


Brighton Youth Graduate with Honors and Goals for the Future 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Family members and supporters of Osceola 
in the audience. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Courtney Osceola anxiously waits 
for her name to be called during the 
commencement ceremony. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON AND KIRSTEN D0NEY, SWEP PARTICIPANT 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton youth continue to excel in 
academics. Six Tribal youth from Brighton graduated high school this 
year and are ready to take their next step in their academic future. 

Ty Huff, the son of John Huff Jr., graduated from Okeechobee 
High School June 9. Huff is a member of Seminole 4-H and was the 
2011 Steer Grand Champion. He has plans to attend Indian River State 
College. Huff’s advice to the Tribal youth of today is “stay focused.” 

Ashton Baxley, known as Crash to her family and friends is the 
daughter of Scotty Baxley and the late Abby Osceola. Baxley received 
her diploma June 9, marking the end of her time at Okeechobee High 
School. Baxley has been a member of 4-H since she was nine and also 
participates in rodeo. She plans to take a semester off and then attend 
Indian River State College to study agriculture. “It’s important to get 
your education,” Baxley said. “Because at the end of the day you’ll 
always have it.” 

Eric Robinson, the son of Jeff and Janelle Robinson, graduated 
from Okeechobee High School June 9. Robinson is unsure of what his 
future holds but hopes to further his education by attending college. 

Ali Nunez, the daughter of David and Anita Nunez, graduated 
from Okeechobee High School June 9. Nunez was voted “Most 
Unforgettable” by her senior class and was a four-year letterman for 
flag football. She was also the secretary of the drama club. Nunez 
plans to attend Florida State University. 

Janae Braswell, the daughter of Jay and Kay Braswell, finished 
her high school years June 9 as she graduated from Okeechobee High 
School. Braswell was a member of the High School Rodeo team in 
barrel racing and also competed in Indian Rodeo. She was involved in 
S.A.D.D, Students Against Destructive Decisions as well as H.O.S.A, 
Health Occupation Students of America. Braswell was named Ms. 
Brahman for her school and received a certificate for career and 


technical education for completing three consecutive courses in 
nursing assistant while in school. Braswell will continue her education 
at Indian River State College to become a registered nurse (RN) and 
plans to join the Peace Corps following. She advises the youth to, 
“never give up and to dream big.” 

Kristina Osceola, the daughter of Reno and Kelli Osceola, 
graduated from Okeechobee High School June 9. Osceola plans to 
attend Indian River State College for two years and then transfer to the 
University of Florida to study medicine. She hopes to become either a 
pediatrician or a veterinarian. 



Ashton Baxley with father Scotty Baxley 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Osceola onstage receiving her high school graduation diploma from the University 
School during the 38th commencement ceremony of University School of Nova 
Southeastern University held at the arena at the Don Taft University Center on May 27. 
Osceola will be attending Georgetown College of Kentucky to play basketball. 



Janae Braswell Ty Huff Ali Nunez with mom Anita Nunez 









10B • The Seminole Tribune • June 30, 2011 


Allison Garza Receives Bachelor’s in Legal Studies 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee Tribal citizen 
Allison Garza set the bar high for herself and proved that 
individuals shape their own lifestyles through the choices 
that they make. Completing four years of education at 
Hodges University, Garza received a Bachelor of Science 
in legal studies during Commencement Exercises on 
June 5th at the Germain Arena in Estero. 

In its 22 years of learning, Hodges University is a 
rapidly growing Southwest Florida institution of learning 
with highly accredited faculty. The academic procession 
for the Hodges University class of 2011 included 603 
graduates in 33 categories. Garza was one of 18 who 
received a Bachelor of Science in legal studies. 

Garza is the daughter of Raymond Garza Sr. and 
the granddaughter of Nancy Garza of the Immokalee 
Reservation. 

The president and publisher of The News-Press 
Media Group, Mei-Mei Chan delivered an awe inspiring 
commencement address that recounted her journey from 



Judy Weeks 

Allison Garza earned her Bachelor of Science in legal studies 
from Hodges University. 


childhood in Communist China to corporate and literary 
success in the United States. Garza’s story also deserves 
recognition as it relates to current trends among today’s 
youth. 

’’When I was in the ninth grade, I succumbed to 
peer pressure and quickly discovered that I was on the 
wrong road,’’ said Garza. ”1 was skipping school, lying 
and getting in with a very bad crowd. I used the excuse 
that I had no choice.’’ 

’’While on a trip, I met an attorney who had started 
out the same way and eventually spent the better part of 
his childhood in prison,” continued Garza. ”He fought 
hard to turn his life around, finished high school behind 
bars and then earned a law degree. He was my inspiration 
and I am indebted to him for the encouragement that he 
provided. He showed me that we are all masters of our 
own destiny." 

A highly motivated 22 year old, Garza is expecting 
her first child in August. In addition to motherhood, 
she plans to enroll at Ave Maria University to earn her 
master’s degree in constitutional law and eventually use 
her education to benefit the Tribe. 



Judy Weeks 

Allison Garza plans for a legal career with the Seminole Tribe 
after she earns her master’s degree. 


Kindergarteners Graduate at the Ahfachkee School 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s kindergarten graduates sing out “I Am a Promise” 
at the May 25 commencement ceremony. 



Naji Tobias 


Former Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress speaks to the 
Ahfachkee School’s kindergarten graduates. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School’s Dean of Students Pete Cade, left, hands 
out a rolled-up certificate to Evol Buck toward the conclusion 
of the commencement exercises. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger served as 
the commencement speaker at the Ahfachkee School’s 
Kindergarten Graduation. 


AHFACHKEE SCHOOL’S 
CLASS OF 2011 
KINDERGARTEN 
GRADUATES LIST 

Teacher: Mrs. Statira 
Huckabee 

Instructional Aide: Ms. Amy 
Whiteshield 

Students 
Cyiah Avila 
Tanoke Ohitika Billie 
Keaton Billie 
Alisa Brooks 
Evol Buck 
Jaylee Cypress 
Keithana Onco 


Miguel Reynosa 
Andrea Ryland 
Grace Robbins 

Teacher: Mrs. Vicki Rudolph 
Instructional Aide: Ms. 
Michele Walker 

Students 
Anthony Avalos 
Dayne Billie 
Lazzlow Billie 
Akira Cabral 
Ja’vian Cypress 
Chanon Frye 
Xzavier Solano 
Kassim Stockton, Jr. 
Jalee Wilcox 


Here’s a group 
gathering of 
the Ahfachkee 
School’s Class 
of 2011 kinder- 
garten graduates 
with former Tribal 
Council Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress 
and Big Cypress 
Tribal Council 
Rep. Mondo Ti- 
ger at the May 25 
commencement 
function. 


Naji Tobias 



Miccosukee Indian School Has 
Graduation Ceremonies in Trail 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, proud seniors Yancy Cypress, Raven Osceola and Krysten Willie of the Miccosukee Indian School on 
stage together during class graduations at the Tribal auditorium in Trail on May 10. The event featured over 40 
students recognized from Head Start through senior level. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Miccosukee Tribal Chairman Colley Billie, far right, with graduating students from the fifth-grade class. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Second-grade youth of the Miccosukee Indian School recite the Miccosukee Pledge of Allegiance before the 
graduation ceremonies begin. 


Jessica Elaine Lopez Graduates from 
Palmetto Ridge High School 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Graduation was a 
celebration of years of hard work and good times 
for Jessica Elaine Lopez when she marched down 
the aisle at Palmetto Ridge High School to receive 
her diploma on the evening of June 3. She was one 
of 376 graduates recognized for their achievements 
during the commencement proceedings in the 
gymnasium before a capacity audience. 

A 17-year-old resident of the Immokalee 
community, Lopez is the daughter of Sheila 
Aguilar and the granddaughter of Elaine and 
Pedro Aguilar Sr. 

Knowledge is one thing that you build on the 
way to graduation, but character is another. Very 
proud of her Seminole ancestry, Lopez learned 
everything she could from her Grandmother 
Elaine and Great-Grandmother Lucy in an effort 
to preserve her Seminole heritage. 

A member of the Otter clan, Lopez began her 
formal education in the public school system in 
Immokalee. She transferred to Ahfachkee in Big 
Cypress during her middle school years because 
the curriculum offered a cultural education and 
opportunity to become better acquainted with her 
Tribal relatives. She enjoyed her Ahfachkee years 
very much. 

’’Realizing that I would need a career, I had to 
make a very tough decision at the beginning of my 
junior year in high school," said Lopez. "I wanted 
to enter the medical field and that would require 
courses that were only offered in a larger school. 

I also decided that if I was going on to college, 

I would have to learn how to survive in a much 
larger atmosphere." 

Transferring to Palmetto Ridge High School 
in Naples, Lopez began to prepare for a future 
as an ultrasound technician. "People associate 
ultrasounds with unborn babies," said Lopez. 
“They are also a vital tool in diagnosing problems 
with internal organs and can mean the difference 
between life and death during critical situations 
when the results are immediately necessary. I 
saw how an ultrasound helped my mother’s gall 


bladder problems, and more recently, my Uncle 
Edward’s pancreas." 

She will begin her studies to become an 
ultrasound technician at Keyser University in Fort 
Myers in the fall. "I want to thank my family for 
encouraging and pushing me to strive for my goals. 
They always recognize what I am capable of long 
before I do and they believe in me, when I don’t 
believe in myself," concluded Lopez. 



Photo courtesy of Vanessa Aguilar 

Jessica Lopez graduates from Palmetto Ridge High 
School Class of 2011. 
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Chairman James E. Billie serenades the Immokalee Preschoolers with one of their 
favorite songs and they join him in the chorus. 



Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


The Immokalee Seminole Preschool Graduating Class of 2011 leads the commencement Angelo Colon responds in Mikasuki to questions being asked by 
ceremonies with the Pledge of Allegiance. Immokalee Culture Coordinator Geraldine Osceola. 



Judy Weeks 

Future chef Jaylee Jimmie gave the audience a chuckle as she 
told Preschool Manager Michelle Ford about making cupcakes and 
cookies for her family. 



Judy Weeks 

Angelo Colon tells Immokalee Preschool Manager Michelle Ford that 
he would like to become a mailman, while artist Kenna Martinez 
awaits her opportunity to discuss career choices. 


Immokalee Seminole Preschoolers Attend Special Graduation Program 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The graduating class of 
2011 at the Immokalee Seminole Preschool broke 
previous records with the most students to complete 
their curriculum in the history of the school. 
Commencement ceremonies were held for six young 
scholars at the Immokalee Gym on the morning of 
May 17. 

Angelo Colon, Shaniah Correa, Jaylee Jimmie, 
Kenna Martinez, Makayla Mata and Samara 
Yzaguirre made a grand entry in their red caps 
and gowns adorned with Seminole patchwork 
in medicine colors. Ascending the stage, they 
opened the presentation by leading in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the Manteele for their family 
members and friends. 

"It has been 20 years since I first started at the 
Immokalee Preschool," said Site Manager Michelle 
Ford. "Most of these youngsters come to us as babies 
and over the years we feel as though they have 
become our own. It is always an emotional farewell 
to the graduates, but the hole that they create by 
leaving is quickly filled by the new students that join 
us each year." 

During the past year the Immokalee Culture 
Department has taken a very active role in the 
curriculum of the school and the results have been 
outstanding. The children have quickly adapted to 
the "one word a day language program" and they 
demonstrated their proficiency in Mikasuki during 
an individual question and answer presentation with 
Cultural Coordinator Geraldine Osceola. 

The 3 -year-old students joined the graduates for 
a medley of native songs and then concluded with a 
performance of "I’m a Little Graduate." 

A short biography of each graduate was followed 
by the presentation of a Fire & Safety Award that 
had been prepared by Lieutenant Bruce Britton, who 
held frequent workshops with the youngsters. 

Teacher Frances Fregoso’s farewell speech gave 
insight into the personalities of each graduate and 
highlighted their years of attending the Preschool. 


Special memories by Michelle Ford with the poem 
"Whose Child is This?" accompanied a Power Point 
presentation of photos depicting the children’s 
progression from toddlers to graduation. 

"I’ve had four years of continuous joy seeing 
my little friends and talking with them about respect, 
responsibility, family values and personal conduct," 
said Family Services Prevention Coordinator Fred 
Mullins. "Sometimes they make me wonder who the 
teacher really is as I continue to learn from them. I see 
a lot of potential on today’s platform and challenge 
myself and you to support these youngsters as they 
continue to grow." 

The audience was filled with smiles and 
laughter as teacher Maria Castro orchestrated a 
special program in which the graduates gave short 
presentations depicting their career choices while 
dressed in appropriate costumes. With inflatable 
guitars the young musicians mimed a "Break It 
Down" performance. 

Seminole Preschool Director Leoma Williams, 
Immokalee Preschool Manager Michelle Ford 
and Health/Nutrition Coordinator Michelle Harris 
Ferrell distributed the diplomas and graduation gifts 
to the Class of 2011. 

Special Guest Chairman James E. Billie picked 
up a guitar and joined the Preschool student body 
on the platform for a presentation of one of their 
favorite songs that he had written. "The Love Song" 
was followed by a short medley with his little chorus. 

"This was a beautiful program and I was 
particularly impressed with the importance of the 
cultural aspects," said Director Leoma Williams. "It 
will be 21 years in November since I started with 
the preschools and I have grown along with the 
program from volunteer, kitchen, teacher’s aide, 
acting director to director. Through the combined 
effort of our staff, I have seen the program evolve 
to meet the needs of our communities. Immokalee 
is a good example of the enormous progress that 
continues to take place. It is important to remember 
that our future will some day be in the hands of 
our babies." 



Judy Weeks 


Shaniah Correa and Makayla Mata grab guitars and mime a 
“Break It Down” performance. 



Judy Weeks 

Samara Yzaguirre was very impressed with the blast off of 
the space shuttle and wants to become an astronaut. 


Legal Notice 

If you are a 

Native American Farmer 

or the heir of one 
who was denied a 

USPA farm loan 

or loan servicing 

between 1981 and late 1999, 

You can get up to $50,000 or more from a 
$760 million class action settlement. 

To receive a payment 
you must file a claim 
by December 27, 2011. 

For more information about the Keepseagle 
Settlement 

and how to file a claim: 

call 1-888-233-5506 
or visit 

www.lndianFarmClass.com. 


More photos from the Ahfachkee School's High School Graduation 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Tia Osborne, walking down the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium, is one of five high school graduates 
who received diplomas on May 31 at the commencement 
exercises. 


X 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee high school graduate K’Ahna Jumper, left, is 
with Ahfachkee School Principal Grant Richardson as she 
receives her diploma. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Human Resources Department 
Director Candy Cypress was the keynote speaker at the 
Ahfachkee School’s high school graduation. 



Naji Tobias 

Former Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Paul Bowers Sr. 
congratulates the high school graduates. 
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Brighton Preschoolers Take Next Step Academically During Graduation 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Twenty-two preschoolers walked 
across the stage at the Brighton Veterans’ Building May 
19, as they took the next step in their academic career. 

As family and friends ushered themselves into the 
auditorium for the 2011 preschool graduation, emcee 
Larry Howard welcomed everyone and brought Tribal 
elder Wonder Johns on stage to give the invocation. 

Following Johns’ prayer the preschoolers took to 
the stage for the Pledge of Allegiance and to provide 
a little entertainment. In their native Creek language 
the little ones sang “Jesus Loves Me” and their ABC’s. 

One by one the students introduced themselves in 
Creek saying their name and who their parents are. 


“These are the future leaders of our Tribe,” said 
Howard. “This is just the start.” 

The guests enjoyed a slideshow prepared with 
pictures of all the graduating preschoolers. There were 
baby pictures, family pictures and other miscellaneous 
pictures of the students from their short-lived lives so far. 

The students lined up in the back as their parents 
lined up in the front of the auditorium. As each student 
was called they walked down, dressed in cap and 
gowns, and presented their parents with a rose and then 
continued their walk across the stage where Brighton 
Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. presented them 
with their preschool diploma. 

“I hope to see you again in 13 years walking 
across another stage,” Rep. Bowers said to the young 
graduates. 



Rachel Buxton 

The Brighton Preschool class of 2011 is ready for big kid school after their graduation at the Brighton Veterans’ Building 
May 19. 



Rachel Buxton 

Students say the Pledge of Allegiance to start off the ceremony. 



Rachel Buxton 

Cariss Chilson receives his diploma from Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr. 



Rachel Buxton 

Keenan Jones wants to work with his dad when 
he grows up. 



Rachel Buxton 

Nena Youngblood says she wants to have the 
perfect job when she grows up. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


The Hollywood Preschool youth recite the Manteele Pledge of Allegiance on stage for parents and family members at the Hollywood Seminole Preschool Graduations held at the Tribal 
Headquarters Auditorium May 26. The event featured 18 graduating youth. 

Eighteen Hollywood Seminole Preschoolers Graduate 




Chris C. Jenkins 


The Preschool youth sing the Kindergarten Song, from left, Draven Osceola- 
Hahn, Alyssa Bowers, Rainbow Jackson, Saylor Gowen, Lania Bert and 
Burton Harjo Jr. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Gregory Thomas entertains the audience as the spider in 
the classic nursery rhyme of ‘Little Miss Muffet’. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Desirae Stewart plays the character of Goldilocks in the 
preschool version of the classic story of ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears’. 


2011 HOLLYWOOD PRESCHOOL GRADUATES 

Lania Bert 
Wren Bankston 
Alyssa Bowers 
Simeon Cypress 
Burton Harjo Jr. 

Saylor Gowen 
Rainbow Jackson 
Lucky Johns-Carney 
Breanna Olgin 
Sebastian Motlow 
Draven Osceola-Hahn 
Marcela Osceola 
Franklin Primeaux 
Neo Osceola 
Desirae Stewart 
Gregory Thomas 
Uriah Tommie 
Eanjay Young 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Emcee Jo Motlow welcomes parents and 
guests to the graduation. 




Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Preschool graduate Darwin Brooks 
waves the Seminole flag during the May 25 
graduation ceremony at the Big Cypress 
Community Center. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Preschool graduate Janah 
Lee Cypress holds up a No. 7 sign and 
speaks that number in the E-la-pon-ke 
language. 


2011 BIG CYPRESS PRESCHOOL GRADUATES 

Louis Colt Billie 
Justin Colt Billie, Jr. 

Lavin Nathan Lee Billie 
Darwin Brooks, Jr. 

Teena Maree Covarrubias 
Solomon Stanley Cypress 
Janah Lee Cypress 
Emma Jean Dicarlo 
Rylin Billie Osceola 
Zechariah Isaiah Stockton 


Big Cypress Preschoolers Graduate in Ceremonial Style 



All of the 10 Big Cypress Preschool graduates are seated as they wait to be called up for their certificates at the celebration. 


Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal Chairman James E. Billie, right, sings an impromptu “Numbers” song with the Big 
Cypress Preschool graduates during the May 25 celebration. 



Naji Tobias 

Seminole Tribe Preschool Director and Graduation Program 
MC Leona Tommie-Williams, left, asks Big Cypress Preschool 
graduate Rylin Billie Osceola, center, what his favorite color is 
and what he wants to be when he grows up while Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger looks on. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Reina Micco gets her blood pressure checked at the IRSC booth May 25 at the bi- 
annual Brighton Health and Wellness Fair held at the Brighton Veterans’ Building. 

Tribal Members and 
Employees Get Educated on 
Health topics at Wellness Fair 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Community members and Tribal employees got 
educated on an array of health topics May 25 at the bi-annual Brighton 
Health and Wellness Fair held at the Brighton Veterans’ Building. 

Nearly 40 booths were set up in the Veterans’ Building auditorium 
with vendors from different Tribal departments including the Seminole 
Health Department, Seminole Police Department, Fire Rescue, Fitness, 
Recreation, Family Services, Environmental Health and several others. 
Community vendors included organizations such as the American Heart 
Association, Martha’s House, American Cancer Society, Okeechobee 
County Health Department, HEARx, Martin Memorial Health Systems, 
March of Dimes and the American Diabetes Association. 

“Hosting a health fair is a great way to educate the Tribal community 
on ways to live a healthier lifestyle,” organizer Barbara Boling said. “The 
information at the health fair is presented in a fun and casual atmosphere 
so participants are able to visit with one another while still learning.” 

Upon entering the health fair participants were given a Health 
Passport with each vendor listed with brief descriptions. Participants were 
required to visit all booths in order to be entered into the door prize raffles. 
Vendors signed participants’ Health Passports after they completed their 
brief presentation. 

The bi-annual health fair was a huge success with 379 total participants, 
247 being Tribal members. 

Please see WELLNESS FAIR on page 14B 



Rachel Buxton 

Heith Lawrence checks out bugs under the microscope at the Environmental 
Health booth. 


2011 Immokalee Health Expo Draws Record Turnout 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — A record turnout attended the Seminole Allied 
Health Department sponsored 2011 Immokalee Health Expo on May 
19 in the gym for the benefit of the residents and employees of the 
Immokalee Community. Participants were invited to take a close look at 
the numerous opportunities available to combat common health issues 
that confront various segments of society during their lifetime. 

Immokalee Nutrition and Health Educator Charlotte Porcaro said, 
’’Often people recognize that they have problems but remain reluctant 
to acknowledge them and seek counseling or medical assistance. Even 
worse, many people do not realize that the symptoms they are feeling are 
not unique to them alone and with proper guidance they can identify the 
source, find possible relief or prevent physical or mental deterioration. 
Our goal is to provide you with a key that will open the door to better 
health.” 

Lining the gym were booths with informational materials and 
qualified attendants ready to address prevention and treatment methods 
that can make a difference in the quality of a healthy lifestyle. Various 
departments of the Seminole Tribe participated in the expo with qualified 
health personnel from local governmental agencies and medical facilities. 

"Knowledge brings power," said Health Specialist Suzanne Davis. 
"Learning what we can do to promote a healthy lifestyle for ourselves 
and our families can help us meet the challenges that we encounter 
during the normal aging process. We want to help you take control when 


possible, but when this is not an option, it is imperative that you obtain 
the proper treatment." 

Medical, social and recreational employees of the Seminole Tribe 
addressed diabetes, obesity, addiction, detoxification, environmental 
health programs, fitness, cholesterol, high blood pressure, heart disease 
and mental health. The Seminole Police Department and Animal/ 
Wildlife Officers used child friendly approaches to serious topics that 
captivated the younger audience. 

Representatives from the American Cancer Society, Alzheimer’s 
Association, American Heart Association and the Collier County Health 
Department were joined by a dentist and eye specialist to discuss 
prevention, detection and treatment options for a multitude of medical 
conditions. 

The Diane Yzaguirre Memorial Library and Department of 
Education used reading material and treatment programs to help broaden 
the scope of knowledge on health issues. 

Seminole Walk Coordinator Edna McDuffie called attention to the 
fact that several of the participating organizations sponsor organized 
walks throughout the year as fund raisers and encouragement in 
advocating a healthy lifestyle through regular exercise. Team Seminole 
welcomes new members to participate in these programs. 

A shoot out, tree climbing apparatus, dunk tank, card magician and 
youth nutritional specialist drew a large crowd of youngsters. While 
visiting the booths, each participant received a stamp in their passport, 
which entitled them to raffle tickets for the door prizes in addition to the 
distribution of individual gifts. 
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Judy Weeks 

The Seminole Allied Health Department’s card magician captivated young audiences throughout the day 
while she talked about healthy lifestyle choices at the 2011 Immokalee Health Expo on May 19 in the gym. 


Judy Weeks 

Seminole Police Officer Doug VanOrman announces 
Alycia Mora as a winner in the poster contest. 



Judy Weeks 

Raymond James Mora surprises Youth Health Specialist Amy 
Kimberlain with his knowledge of the adverse effects of fast 
food and junk food while he tries the weight vest experience. 





Judy Weeks 


From left, Amy Yzaguirre and Juanita Martinez talk about mosquito control and pet health options 
with Animal/Wildlife Officer Donna Williamson. 


Big Cypress Community Gains Awareness in Health and Diabetes Fair 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — It was all about the concept of awareness in 
regards to hosting the Big Cypress Community’s Health and Diabetes Fair 
on May 12. 

Held at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium, this year’s fair was 
assembled by a collaborative effort between a plethora of Tribal departments 
and some local health entities, with all striving to provide as much health 
information to the reservation’s Tribal citizens and community members 
as possible. 

Attendees received a “health passport” upon arrival at the fair, which 


consisted of a lot of available features that each department had at their 
viewing station. With a primary focus on health, each departmental booth 
provided health benefits and choices for the Tribal community to be 
engaged in. 

For example, the Seminole Fire-Rescue’s booth offered participants 
an opportunity to take their blood pressure. After going through the proper 
procedures, attendees were able to fill in their blood pressure rating in 
the Fire-Rescue’s part of their health passports, giving them a sense of 
knowledge of where they stand health-wise. 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Family Services outreach worker Tara 
Robbins, who received her blood sugar and blood pressure readings at 
the health fair, was among those who were happy about what transpired 
overall. 
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Naji Tobias 

At the “Dunk Diabetes” station, John Robbins, left, throws a softball at the dunk target, 
with Family Services Prevention Counselor Arthur Malone, right, in the water tank outside 
the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium during the May 12 Health and Diabetes Awareness Fair 
in Big Cypress. 


“It’s good to keep my health up because I want to enjoy my 
kids,” Robbins said. “I’m glad that I’m informed of how my health 
is. It’s good to be working out and exercising on a daily basis. And 
with all the information we have available to us, it can only be a 
good thing.” 

Robbins, who has five children, said she makes it her point 
to let them know about the dangers of having diabetes. Though 
Robbins doesn’t have the disease, she said that she had to help her 
children’s father cope with it by giving him insulin shots. 

“I became aware of diabetes that way,” Robbins said. “It’s 
great for me to inform my kids of how important it is for us to eat 
healthy and exercise as a part of our lives.” 

The health passport also featured a section in which one 
could fill out his/her body mass index, which is an indicator of 
how healthy the individual is as far as their weight. In addition, 
there was a section in the Big Cypress Medical Clinic’s part of the 
health passport that gave an educational level on blood sugar and 
featured a portion in which an individual could take down his/her 
blood sugar reading after testing is completed. 

“We’re putting a lot of emphasis on diabetes prevention at 
this fair,” said Allied Health Program Manager Suzanne Davis 
said. “The precursors of the disease can start 10 years before one 
is diagnosed with it. So that’s why we’re trying to catch people 
early in our efforts to make them fully aware of the effects of 
diabetes. We just want to see where everyone is at and what we 
could do to help them out.” 

Davis talked about the variety of health stations that were 
inside and outside the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium, which 


included inside exhibits from the Tribe’s Medical Social Work Program 
and the Tribe’s Fitness Department, to name just two areas. Outside 
exhibits were highlighted by stations such as the “Dunk Diabetes” water 
tank, the “Let’s Move” obstacle course and a rock climbing station entitled 
“In Between a Rock and a Heart Place.” 

All of the health station varieties were set up to give the attendees a 
choice of interactive and informative health options they can take part in. 

“Nobody likes to be told boldfaced what to do about anything,” Davis 
said. “We’re just here to inform the people of the options they have so they 
can make their own decisions for themselves. The most important thing 
for us to know is that each person is an individual. All we need to do is 
empower the people, present them the facts and let them decide from there.” 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal youngsters Barbara Jimmie, left, and Ramona Jimmie, right, are working 
on their jumping jacks with a fat vest that weighs a total of 10 extra pounds at the 
Health and Diabetes Awareness fair. 

See more photos on page 14B 
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WELLNESS FAIR 

From page 13B 


For the first time the Tribal youth were included 
in the health fair. Every grade from the Charter 
School attended, as well as the 4-year-old Preschool 
class. 

“The Health Department is always looking for 
ways to include the youth in our programs,” Boling 
said. “The staff at the Charter School, especially 
Michele Thomas, have worked very hard to 
coordinate the effort.” 

Helping to keep things fun and creative the 
Health Department had a dunk tank referred to 
as “Dunk Diabetes.” The “Dunk Diabetes” dunk 


tank was used to raise awareness of a disease that 
continues to plague the Seminole Tribe. 

A rock wall was also set up in effort to educate 
on the leading cause of death in the U.S., heart 
disease. 

Participants were able to get their blood 
pressure and blood sugar level checked. They 
learned about the Body Mass Index to find out if they 
are considered overweight for their height. Memory 
tests were given by the Alzheimer’s Association to 
help reduce the risk of dementia through promoting 
brain health. 

“We were fortunate to bring in some new 
vendors this year,” Boling said. “That always adds 
more interest to the mix.” 


Mallorie Thomas 
tries on the beer 
goggles at the 
Family Services 
table May 25 at the 
bi-annual Brighton 
Health and Well- 
ness Fair held at 
the Brighton Vet- 
erans’ Building 

Rachel Buxton 



More photos from the Big Cypress Health and Diabetes Awareness Fair 



Naji Tobias 

Ko’Oshee Henry, 9, left, gets his height and weight (body 
mass index) measured by Allied Health’s Jillian Guralski. 



Naji Tobias 

Allied Health’s Suzanne Davis, left, takes a blood sugar 
level reading from Big Cypress senior Violet Jim at the 
Health and Diabetes Awareness Fair on May 12. 



Rachel Buxton 


Talena Holata visits Brighton Health Department’s nutritionist Valari Fauntleroy at her fresh 
market set up. 



Rachel Buxton 


Donna Turtle learns about Brighton’s new Boys & Girls Club 
chapter. 



Rachel Buxton 

Kai Setty from the Recreation Department gives out information to Rita McCabe. 



Collaborative to Conquer Cancer 


Southwest Cancer Control Collaborative Quarterly Meeting 

When: August 1 7th, from 9:00 until 1 1 :00 a.m. 

Dial-in number: (888) 808-6959 
Dial-in code: 7480747# 

Florida’s Southwest Cancer Control Collaborative (SWCCC) brings together partners who have an interest in advancing the effort 
to control and prevent cancer through education, advocacy, and research. Your involvement is the key to creating change in the 
community. To RSVP, call: (941 ) 714-71 97 or for information on the Florida Cancer Plan, visit: www.doh.state.fl.us/family/cancer. 

www.swflccc.com 

The following educational information is provided to you on behalf of the SWCCC. 

Prevent Colorectal Cancer 

Colorectal cancer is one of the most commonly diagnosed cancers in the United States and it is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths. It is estimated that at least 
50% to 60% of colorectal cancer deaths could be prevented if all men and women, aged 50 years or older, were screened routinely. Colorectal cancer screening can find and 
remove precancerous polyps, and early-stage cancer. When polyps are removed, cancer is prevented. When colorectal cancer is found early, treatment can be more effective. 

Reduce Your Risk 

Get screened: National guidelines recommend that screening for colorectal cancer begin at age 50 years and continuing until age 75 years. Screening for colorectal cancer can 
detect polyps early, improve treatment options, and prevent colorectal cancer deaths. If you are age 50 or older you should ask your doctor about colorectal cancer screening 
to determine what test is right for you. Personal medical history or family history are important risk factors which increase a person's chance of developing colorectal cancer. If 
you, your father, mother, sister or brother has had colorectal cancer or a history of polyps, then you are at an increased risk for colorectal cancer and should consult you doctor 
to see if screening at an earlier age is recommended. 

Increase physical activity: Many studies have found that adults who increase their physical activity, either exercising longer or more often, can reduce their risk of developing 
colon cancer by 30 to 40 percent. Maintaining a healthy weight and exercising most days of the week can also reduce your risk. 

Eat fruits and vegetables: Research shows that people who eat foods that are high in fiber and lower in fat can reduce the risk for colorectal cancer. Ways to improve your diet 
and reduce your risk include increasing your consumption of fruits, vegetables, and whole grains and limiting your intake of fried or high fat foods. Additionally, eating foods 
from plant sources, such as beans and legumes in place of red meat several times per week can also reduce your risk. 

Limit alcohol consumption: Drinking alcoholic beverages may increase the risk of colorectal cancer. 

Avoid tobacco: Use of tobacco products also increases the risk of colorectal cancer, therefore it is best to not use tobacco products, quit if you use tobacco products, and avoid 
being around others who are smoking. The Florida Quitline offers free, confidential, comprehensive telephone counseling to help you quit smoking or chewing tobacco. Call the 
Florida Quit-For-Life Line at 1 -877-U-CAN-NOW (1 -877-822-6669). 
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Announcements 


CONGRATULATIONS 

1 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

1 


CONGRATULATIONS 




Ryan Watson 

Annie and Bobby Henry celebrated their 55th Wedding Anniversary on May 12, 
2011 in Ignacio, Colorado with the Southern Ute Tribe. 


Ryan Watson 

Asah Lamar Jumper and his mother Morningstar Jumper. Asah 
celebrated his 2nd Birthday June 7, 2011. 



Lorri Delaine Osceola, daughter of 
Curtis Osceola Sr. and Tara Tartsah 
graduated May 2011. Her family is very 
proud of her and her accomplishments 
and wish her the best of luck on her 
journey in life. We love her very much. 



IN MEMORIAM 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY PAMMY AND TIFFANY, 

MY LOVING NIECES 

WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO BLOW OUT YOUR CANDLES 
WITH YOU PAMMY & TIFFANY ON YOUR BIRTHDAYS 
BUT KNOW r CANDLES OF LOVE 
ALWAYS BURNS IN OUR HEARTS-?” 


DEARLY MISSED ** DEARLY LOVED 
ALWAYS LOVE AUNT PAM & FAMILY 



CLASSIFIED 


Lucky 

When I get out in 2018 I’ll be by to pay my 
respects and tell a few jokes hold in a few tears until 
then rest in peace much love to your family 

Shonobish 
Billie Garcia 




Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


SPECIAL SUMMER COURSE 

FINANCIAL LITERACY $EMINAR$ 


Youth Program 

Hollywood Tribal Office Auditorium Lobby 

Thursday, July 21, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 1-3) 

Friday, July 22, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 4 -6) 

Saturday, July 23, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (modules 7 - 8) 

All minor Seminole Tribal Members who will be 18 years of age by December 31, 2011 are strongly 
encouraged to attend. This series of classes will fulfill your Grantor's Trust Financial Literacy Requirement. All 
modules must be completed in order to earn your Certificate of Completion. If you miss a class it can be 
completed during the next series of classes which will begin in October. 

Adult Program 

Hollywood Tribal Office Auditorium Lobby 

Thursday, July 21, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Friday, July 22, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Saturday, July 23, 201 1 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

This class is new to our financial literacy program. It is open to all adult Seminole Tribal Members and will run 
in conjunction with the youth financial literacy program. Parents are encouraged to attend. If you miss a class 
it can be completed during the next series of classes which will begin in October. 


For more information or to sign up for either program please contact 
Rita McCabe - Brighton Executive Administrative Office 863 - 763 - 41 28 ext. 1 5403 
Office of Trust Management 954 - 966 - 6300 ext. 11432 


JOB POSTING 

The Seminole Tribune 

Freelance Writer: Responsible for covering Tampa community events, writing articles, headlines and cutlines 
and taking photographs. Excellent English written and verbal communication skills. Excellent computer skills 
utilizing Windows/MS Office. Ability to travel and work a flexible schedule. 

For more information, please contact Editor-in-Chief Ciara Billie-Guerue at 954-985-5701 ext. 10725 or Copy 
Editor Aimee Hoyt at 954-985-5701 ext. 10727 


CONGRATULATIONS 



^ ^ 


Tribal Citizens, Adult Children and 

Grandchildren of Tribal Citizens 
(descendants) 

You may be eligible for Employment and 
Training services through 
the Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, Inc. 
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Programs include GED or 
High School Completion, Vocational Training, 
Technical Training or College. 


interested, call 1-800-322-9186, or 
download an application at 

www.fgcia.com 
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THE 5 YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 



OPEN 

7 DAYS! 


LINCOLN 



PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 
& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 

THE LOWEST PRICES, PAYMENTS & FINANCING! 

' | N k 

SEE YOUR NEW 
FORD FOR LESS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 

WE’LL 
BEAT THEIR 
PRICE! 

JUST CALL US! 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 





OVER 20 ACRES OF NEW & PRE-OWNED VElta? 

“A family owned and operated business” ■ We treat you like family” 




8655 PINES BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 
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EIRA Sports Festival Rodeo Comes to Big Cypress 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
(EIRA) presented a Sports Festival Rodeo at the Junior Cypress 
Rodeo Arena in Big Cypress on May 14 and 1 5 for both Sanctioned 
and Kids Rodeo events. 

Native Americans have participated in numerous forms 
of sporting activities for thousands of years. Games and 
competitions were developed not only as a means of recreation and 
entertainment, but more importantly, they taught sportsmanship, 
responsibility, agility, team work, healthy exercise and a sense 
of community spirit. Youngsters learned work, hunting and war 
skills by participating in the events. 

Times may have changed, but the importance and ethics of 
sports remain the same. The basic rules of fair play and physical 
endurance still apply and sporting activities prepare each 
generation for a responsible healthy lifestyle. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida sponsors a wide variety of 
recreation and sporting activities appropriate for all age groups 
throughout the year. The annual Sports Festival recognizes the 
importance of remaining active both physically and mentally. 

Rodeo is a time honored sport born out of the cattle industry 
and gives its competitors an opportunity to work and train their 
horses and bodies for the arduous tasks that await them on their 
ranches. The EIRA offers its members a chance to perform locally 
and qualify for national competition. 



Judy Weeks 

William Beardon looks for a soft place to dismount after taking first 
place in the Junior Bareback event. 



Judy Weeks 

Theresa Bowers 4.5 second run in the Breakaway Roping was tied with Trina 
Bowers for third place. 



Judy Weeks 

Steer wrestler GrayWolf Herrera took first place with a 6.5 
second run. 


See more photos and results on page 2C 



Judy Weeks 

Seminole Tribal citizens surround FSU Defensive Coordinator Coach Mark Stoops during a meet and 
greet session at the first Jimbo Fisher Naples Golf Tournament on May 1 3 at the Pelican Marsh Country Club. 


FSU Seminole Club of Naples Raises 
Scholarship Money at Golf Tournament 


BY_JUDY WEEKS 

Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — Florida State University 
(FSU) fans took over the Pelican Marsh 
Country Club in Naples on May 13 for the 
first Jimbo Fisher Naples Golf Tournament 
presented by the Seminole Boosters and the 
FSU Seminole Club of Naples. Coining a 
phrase fashioned from the university colors, 
the Big Cypress Council of the Seminole 
Tribe was named the Garnet & Gold Sponsor. 

Tournament play with a scramble 
format got under way, allowing sufficient 
time for a reception, meet and greet session, 
luncheon, guest speakers and a silent auction 
of memorabilia. Hole in One, Closest to the 
Pin, Longest Drive and Putting Contests 
enhanced the day’s activities. Proceeds of 
the event are designated to benefit an FSU 
Scholarship Fund. 

The FSU Seminole Club of Naples is 
a non-profit organization and a relatively 
new chapter of the Seminole Boosters. It 
has only been in existence for the past eight 
and a half months. The golf tournament 
comprised their first major fund raiser and 
drew a crowd of approximately 132 families 
with 250 individual memberships. Nine 
Seminole Tribal members participated in the 


competition with their guests. 

“We have been holding golf 
tournaments around the state for several 
years, but this is the first time that we have 
held one in Naples,” said Seminole Booster 
Executive Director Charlie Barnes. “I am 
frequently asked ‘Why golf?’ and the answer 
is simple. Golf is great exercise for the mind 
and body when we get too old to participate 
in more strenuous play, and it is a challenge 
for the younger generation as well.” 

Tribal citizen and founding member of 
the Naples Booster Club Douglas Zepeda 
earned his degree from FSU and played 
trumpet in the band at their games. 

“I have only missed three home games 
since 1997 and one bowl game since 1998,” 
said Zepeda. “During that same length of 
time, my parents, Lee and Wanda Zepeda, 
have attended 90 percent of the games.” 

Seminole Tribal members and their guests 
participated in a personal meet and greet 
session with Coach Mark Stoops and joined 
him for a group photo in the Club House. 

“Educational opportunities are a primary 
goal of the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” said 
Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo Tiger. “It 
is a privilege to join the FSU Boosters in 

Please see FSU on page 2C 



Naji Tobias 

From left, Lady Warriors softball assistant coach Celesta Osceola, Lady Warriors MVP Danni Jae 
Tommie and Lady Warriors softball head coach John Gallegos at the inaugural Softball Awards 
Banquet inside the Big Cypress Community Center on May 17. 

Ahfachkee Warriors Athletic Program 
Completes Inaugural Season With 
Softball Awards Ceremony 

Lady Warriors' Danni Jae Tommie wins MVP honors 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — It’s a wrap! 

In what has been a year of historic firsts, the Ahfachkee Warriors athletic program 
officially completed its first season of operation with its Lady Warriors Softball Awards 
Ceremony on May 17. 

Held at the Big Cypress Community Center, the final athletic awards banquet focused 
squarely on the accomplishments the Lady Warriors made in their four-game season. 

A video montage of the Lady Warriors softball season depicted the highlights of the 
girls’ achievements on the field, setting the stage for what would be a presentation of the 
year’s top individual and team awards. 

But before those plaques were handed out, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger briefly touched on the impact the Lady Warriors have had on him as a fan. 

“I’ve seen some awesome softball players this season and I think we have lots of 
potential here,” the Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. said. “I hate to see that this year 
ended so soon. I’m already looking forward to next season. I hope that we could win a 
state championship with our softball program one day.” 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors softball head coach John Gallegos marveled at the steady 
progression that the girls made over the course of their inaugural season. 

“There were certain goals we had in mind to begin this season,” Gallegos said. “We 
were determined to have a team and field one that could compete against any team we play 
out there. And I think we accomplished that.” 

Almost immediately after saying that, Gallegos called each of the Lady Warriors 
softball players up to receive their participation plaques. As the girls came up, Gallegos 
talked a little bit more about their dedication to progress and growth as a collective. 

“The girls learned, over time, to put aside whatever differences they had and be 
together for one common goal,” Gallegos said while the girls each received their team 
awards. “That’s a huge part of playing ball.” 

Please see WARRIORS on page 2C 


Seminole Sports Hall of Fame Inducts Four Tribal Citizens 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Four more well deserving Tribal 
citizens received the ultimate compliment in sports entering the 
Seminole Sports Hall of Fame in front of family and friends. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., former 
Tribal Chairman Howard Tommie, rodeo rider Rudy Osceola and 
the late Jack Mason Osceola former football star were all honored 
May 23 in ceremonies at the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. 

Longtime Seminole Recreation Gym Director Moses Jumper 
emceed the event with a special guest speaking appearance by 
William Floyd, former Florida State University football great 
and San Francisco 49er. 

“I think the younger generation has to have a standard or 
someone that has gone before them as a bridge builder, so they 
(the youth) can look back and say, they (the elders) accomplished 
that, so can 1. 1 think it is huge that the time was taken to recognize 
the great athletes (of the Tribe),” Floyd said. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
and former Tribal Board President Richard Bowers Jr. also made 
special appearances. 

“These types of moments we should hold on to for our 
youth,” said Rep. Osceola on the impact of the evening. 

Rep. Bowers, Snake Clan, excelled in multiple sports at 
Okeechobee High School. Beginning on the little league level 
through the high school ranks, he was also a distance runner in 
track and field specializing in the 880-meter run. He also played 
football, as an ironman at defensive-back and kicker/running 
back. He went on to play on the college level at Haskell Indian 
Nations University in Lawrence, Kan. 

“I don’t know that it is deserving, but I really appreciate 
what the committee has done and the group that works with the 
Hall of Fame,” said Rep. Bowers. “One of the most important 
things I learned participating in sports was competition. Nothing 
is handed to you and you have to go out there and work for it.” 

Panther Clan member Rudy “the legend” Osceola lettered 
in track and field as a runner in the 1600-meters (or mile) and 
played basketball as a varsity player at Clewiston High School. 
Many know him best however as a rodeo rider, horse trainer, and 
roper. He currently rides as part 
of the Indian rodeo senior circuit 
with a career spanning over 40 
years. 

“It was all so many years 
ago, but it felt good to be 
acknowledged,” Osceola said. 

Tommie was also an ironman 
on the gridiron playing several 
positions on defense and offense 
while attending Broward High 
School and Chilocco Indian 
School in Oklahoma. He is also an 
avid hunter and fisherman. 

He is still known as a political 
pioneer for the Tribe as one of 
its former Chairman and is co- 
founder of USET (United South 
and Eastern Tribes). 

Jack Mason Osceola, 
better known as “Bull” among 
teammates, family and the 
community, received an honorary 
induction after passing away in 
March. Although an all-around 
athlete, he was best known as 


a pigskin star at Choctaw Central High School in Mississippi 
where he was a two-year letterman, all-conference player and 
conference champion for the Warriors football team. 

“A lot of people do not know him as the athlete he really 
was,” said nephew Eric Osceola. “I was always at the gym around 
him and he was always encouraging and gave me pointers on 
how to improve.” 

Also recognized were the 2008-09 Hall of Fame honorees. 
Each received long-awaited rings and included: Leon Wilcox, 
Cicero Osceola and Dan Bowers. Former President Richard 
Bowers accepted on brother Dan’s behalf. 

Hollywood Christian Academy basketball star Ariah Osceola 
was also named the Outstanding Seminole Athlete Award winner 
in helping lead her team to the Class 1-A state championship on 
the hardwood in February. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Seminole Recreation Gym Director Moses Jumper, left, presents Eric 
Osceola (nephew of Jack Mason Osceola) with an honorary Hall of Fame 
inductee plaque for high school football great Jack Mason Osceola. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Keynote guest speaker William Floyd, third from left, joined by Seminole Sports Hall of Fame inductees, 
from left, Rudy Osceola, Howard Tommie and Andrew J. Bowers Jr. as part of induction ceremonies held 

at the Tribal Headquarters Auditorium May 23. _ . x 

See more photos on page 2C 
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Photo extra and results from EIRA Sports Festival Rodeo in Big Cypress 


EIRA SPORTS FESTIVAL RODEO 
SANCTIONED RESULTS 

Bareback Riding: 1 . Freddy WarBonnett, 2. Jacoby Johns. 

Steer Wrestling: 1. GrayWolf Herrera, 2. Ivan BruisedHead. 
Saddle Bronc: 1. Duffy Ducheneaux, 2. Tyler Humble. 

Calf Roping: 1 . Ivan BruisedHead, 2. Alphonso Tigertail, 3. Josh 
Jumper. 

Breakaway: 1 . Boogie Jumper, 2. Shelby Osceola, 3. (Tie) Trina Bowers 
and Theresa Bowers. 

50 & Over Breakaway Roping: 1 . Richard Bowers. 

Team Roping: 1. Cory Wilcox & Adrian Baker, 2. Leanna Billie & 
Pauletta Bowers, 3. Josh Jumper & Naha Jumper. 

Ladies Barrel Racing: 1 . Boogie Jumper, 2. Loretta Peterson, 3. Ragan 

Osceola. 


EIRA SPORTS FESTIVAL RODEO 
JUNIOR RODEO RESULTS 

INFR Steer Riding: 1 . Kelton Smedley, 2. Andre Jumper. 
Mutton Bustin: 1 . (Tie) Creek Gopher & Bryce Baker, 2. Layla Petrillo, 


3. Lazio Billie. 

Wild Pony Riding: 1 . Jaylen Baker, 2. Norman Osceola, 3. T-Bone 
Baker. 

Youth Bareback Riding: 1 . Blevins Jumper, 2. Kelton Smedley, 3. 
Tamarind Wilcox. 

Calf Riding: 1 . Justin Gopher, Jr., 2. Norman Osceola, 3. Jaylen Baker. 

Steer Riding: 1 . Todd Pierce, 2. Mark Holmes, 3. Tamarind Wilcox. 

Jr. Bulls: 1 . William Beardon, 2. Andre Jumper, Ernie Courson, 4. Kelton 

Smedley. 

Chute Dogging: 1 . Dillon Chalfant, 2. Josh Johns, 3. Kane Bettelyoun 
4-8 Barrel Racing: 1 . Budda Jumper, 2. Brighton Bauman, 3. Diamond 

Osceola. 

9-1 2 Barrel Racing: 1 . Dayra Koenes, 2. Milo Osceola, 3. Amaya 
Shenandoah. 

13-17 Barrel Racing: 1. Ashley Parks, 2. Kalgary Johns, 3. Breanna 

Billie. 

Jr. Breakaway: 1 . Andre Jumper, 2. Josh Johns, 3. Blevins Jumper. 
Jr. Steer Undecorating: 1 . Ahnie Jumper, 2. Kalgary Johns, 3. Tripp 

Edgar. 

Jr. Bareback: William Beardon 



Judy Weeks 

Despite a broken barrier, team ropers Cory Wilcox and Adrian Baker won first place with a 14.4 
second time. 


More photos from Seminole Sports Hall of Fame 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., center, with family on stage after being 
honored as one of the new Seminole Sports Hall of Fame inductees. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Ariah Osceola, left, is presented with the Outstanding Seminole Athlete award 
from Moses Jumper, right, with the support of parents and family members. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Howard Tommie proudly shows off his Hall of Fame plaque. 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee Lady Warriors softball players in attendance received participation plaques at the May 17 Softball Awards 
Ceremony, located inside the Big Cypress Community Center. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger speaks on the 
accomplishments of the Lady Warriors first-ever softball 
season at the Softball Awards Banquet. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors Softball Assistant Coach Celesta 
Osceola, left, with her daughter and Most Improved 
softball star Sarah Osceola. 


FSU 

From page 1C 


their quest to raise funds for scholarships.” 

The Pelican Marsh banquet room was filled to 
capacity for the guest speakers. Choosing a round 
table forum, Sun Sports Interviewer Keith Jones held 
an informal conversation with the guest speakers: 
FSU Defensive Coordinator Coach Mark Stoops, Past 
FSU Full Back William Floyd and Seminole Booster 
Executive Director Charlie Barnes. 

Jones began by thanking the FSU boys for 
winning 10 games and stomping the University of 
Florida Gators. The remarks then turned toward the 
transition from decades of Bobby Bowden as head 
coach to Jimbo Fisher. 

The audience had a good laugh when Coach 
Stoops talked about what it’s like to grow up with 
his father as a defensive coordinator, attending Ohio 
with Hayden Fry and having his team play against his 
brother, Mike, who coaches at Arizona and brother, 
Bob, who is head coach at Oklahoma. 

Jones asked Stoops what brought him to Florida 
State. “I knew Jimbo Fisher before he took over as 
head coach,” said Stoops. “Fisher’s work ethics are 
unbelievable and he has what it takes for quality 
recruiting. After 22 years of coaching, I’ve found that 
experience is the best teacher, so it wasn’t a difficult 
decision.” 

“Fisher has brought everybody back on the same 
page,” said William Floyd. “He is orchestrating a 
terrific strategy and set goals to reach the National 
Championship.” An FSU full back from ‘90 to ‘93, 
Floyd went with them to the National Championship 
and then got a shot at the Super Bowl with the 49ers. 
He currently holds the position of color coordinator for 
FSU as he delivers the play by play commentary. 

“I’d like to show appreciation on behalf of the FSU 
Seminole Boosters to the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” 
said Floyd. “Their support has made today’s event 
possible. My affiliation with the Tribe goes back many 
years and I have always enjoyed dropping by their 


offices in Hollywood. I look forward to their warm 
welcome and generous support of youth projects. We 
are proud to have Chief Osceola as our mascot.” 

Seminole Booster Chairman Andy Haggard came 
forward from the audience and said, “I’m proud to 
wear the garnet and gold because it isn’t just about 
athletics. We’re building character, education, morals 
and grade goals for our kids. By making an investment 
in our team, we are creating a future for our students 
who are among tomorrow’s leaders.” 



Judy Weeks 


From left, Sun Sports Interviewer Keith Jones, FSU 
Defensive Coordinator Coach Mark Stoops and Seminole 
Boosters Executive Director Charlie Barnes were guest 
speakers at the first Jimbo Fisher Naples Golf Tournament. 


WARRIORS 

From page 1C 


After the team participation awards were given out, 
Gallegos wasted no time as he announced and called up 
the evening’s individual winners: 

AHFACHKEE LADY WARRIORS SOFTBALL’S TOP AWARDS 

Rising Star 
Dasani Cypress 

Most Improved 

Sarah Osceola 

Defensive Player of the Year 

Nauthkee Henry 

Warrior Pride Award 

Taylor Fulton 


Most Valuable Player 

Danni Jae Tommie 

Immediately after the five top awards were distributed, 
Gallegos provided the girls with a challenge for next season. 

“We already used our one excuse of saying ‘This 
is our first year,”’ Gallegos said. “There will be never 
be another first year, so we got that out the way. For 
next year, we want to move forward, work harder and 
play for a state championship. Softball is a team sport, 
but you can work on your individual skills, like batting, 
throwing and catching. I encourage you to work on your 
game this summer.” 

Gallegos went even further by telling them they 
have the option to play travel softball and/or the option 
to “grab” their friends/parents/neighbors together and 
play the game in terms of honing their craft. 

“You’ve had your first type of experience playing 
together as a team,” Gallegos said. “Whatever you want to 
achieve moving forward, all you need to do is leam to work 
hard on your goals. We want to get better next season.” 
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Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowllSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 
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SESAME STREET LIVE 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
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Tribal-wide Participation Exists in Inaugural Amoe Billy Brown Bowling/Golf Tournaments 

Weekend set of Tribal sporting events essentially replaces long-running Sports Festival series 


\ 



Naji Tobias 

Immokalee’s Raymond Garza tees off on the Bonaventure Golf 
Course’s fifth hole. 




Naji Tobias 

Participants of the Amoe Billy Brown Golf Tournament on May 21 are all smiles as the inaugural 
competition, named after Big Cypress Tribal citizen Amos Billie, comes to a close at the 
Bonaventure Golf Course and Country Club in Weston. 


Naji Tobias 

Immokalee’s Raynaldo Yzaquirre, right, lines up a birdie putt on the fifth hole of the 
Bonaventure Golf Course, as Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, Charlie 
Cypress and Raymond Garza look on. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Lawrence Osceola gets ready to hit a fairway shot on 
his first shot of the seventh hole. 




Naji Tobias 

Immokalee’s Ray Motlow aims for his first shot on 
Hole No. 6 of the Bonaventure Golf Course. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger focuses in 
on a birdie putt. 



Naji Tobias 

Fort Pierce’s Willie Ervin gets on the move as he aims for a strike 
in tournament play at the Amoe Billy Brown Bowling Competition 
on May 21. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Amos Billie, also known by his nicknames 
as Amoe Billy Brown and Roy Munson, sets up for a strike attempt 
in the May 21 inaugural bowling tournament named after him at 
the Sparez Bowling Alley in Davie. 


INAUGURAL AMOE BILLY BROWN GOLF AND 
BOWLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
GOLF PLAY- TEAMS 

1 . Charlie Cypress/Raymond Garza/Mondo Tiger/ 
Ray Yzaquirre - 64 

2. Ray Motlow/Kevin Osceola/Steve Osceola/ 

Jackie Thompson-Osceola - 65 

3. Kevin Hanks/Ted Nelson Sr./Cicero Osceola/ 

Abe Rockwell - 65 

4. Sam Nelson/Lawrence Osceola/ 

Shannon Rhodes - 71 

NOTE: The tiebreaker between the second 
and third place teams was decided on a 
handicap playoff hole, won by the team of 
Ray Motlow/Kevin Osceola/Steve Osceola/ 
Jackie Thompson-Osceola 

GOLF PLAY 

LONGEST DRIVE - HOLE #4 

Men: Abe Rockwell 
Women: Jackie Thompson-Osceola 
Senior Men: Ray Yzaquirre 

LONGEST DRIVE - HOLE #6 

Senior Men: Mondo Tiger 

LONGEST DRIVE -HOLE #10 

Men: Kevin Osceola 
Women: Shannon Rhodes 
Senior Men: Ray Yzaquirre 


Women: Jackie Thompson-Osceola 

CLOSEST TO THE PIN - HOLE #17 

Senior Men: Sam Nelson 

LOWEST SCORE ON PAR 5 

Charlie Cypress/Raymond Garza/Mondo Tiger/ 
Ray Yzaquirre 

BOWLING PLAY 
REGULAR - ADULTS 

1 . Ashley Wilcox/Leon Wilcox Sr. (373) 

2. Patricia Wilcox & Jerome Davis (367) 

3. Kevin Tommie & Beverly Tommie (363) 

3-6-9 -ADULTS 

1 . Moses Billie/Adriana Huggins (396) 

2. Ashley Wilcox/Leon Wilcox Sr. (391 ) 

3. Bobby Frank Jr. /Terri Frank (384) 

NO TAP 

1 . Patricia Wilcox/Jerome Davis (465) 

2. Ashley Wilcox/Leon Wilcox Sr. (441 ) 

3. Kevin Tommie/Beverly Tommie (438) 

SCOTCH DOUBLES 

1 . Jackie Thompson-Osceola /Elton Shore (200) 

2. Ashley Wilcox/Leon Wilcox Sr. (1 88) 

3. Kevin Tommie/Beverly Tommie (1 70) 

HIGHEST SCORES -MEN 

1. Kevin Tommie (714) 

2. Leon Wilcox Sr. (701) 

3. OllieWareham (675) 


CLOSEST TO THE PIN -HOLE #3 

Men: Charlie Cypress 
Women: Jackie Thompson-Osceola 
Senior Men: Mondo Tiger 

CLOSEST TO THE PIN - HOLE #12 

Men: Abe Rockwell 


HIGHEST SCORES - WOMEN 

1. Patricia Wilcox (593) 

2. Sheree Sneed (558) 

3. AlfredaMuskett(538) 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Patricia Wilcox displays a sheer focus on her chance 
to record a strike on this go-round at the May 21 Amoe Billy Brown 
Bowling Tournament in Davie. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Leon Wilcox gets focused squarely on his 
top goal to score as many strikes as he can in order to 
come on top in the Tribal competition. 



• mi loti state's Department »»l die Interim 
Bureau nl Indian Affairs 
Seminole Agency 

MINI I loll > wood Boulevard. Suite 206 
I fully wood. Florida ? V)24 
(954) 9K3 153 7 
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NOTICE or AVAILABILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL. ASSESSMENT ANI) FINDING OF NO 

SIGNIFIC ANT I M PACT 

AGENC-’Y: Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 

ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is issuing, a Finding of No Significant Impact (EONS I ) for 
approving the construction and lease of a home on trust properly for Johnny Mall Sr. The approximately 1.5 
acre lot is located at Township 48 South. Range 34 C.nst, Sections 23. I lendry County. Florida, which is located 
on the Seminole I ribe of Florida's Big Cypress Reservation. The BIA has approved and adopted the 
Environmental Assessment (F.A). dated April 201 I, prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental 
Resource Management Department and entitled “Johnny Mall Sr. New I lomcsitc I .ease. Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Big Cypress Reservation. Ilcndry County. Florida”. This FA has been adopted and FONSI issued for 
the approval of the home construction and lease of trust lands In compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NI PAi of 1969. 

NO TICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the FA and FONSI for the Federal action of approving 
the proposed home construction and lease of trust property are available for public review. The BIA has 
approved and adopted the above referenced F.A which addressed this proposal. The FONSI determination was 
based on review and analysis of the information in the F£A. Based on the FA. it has been determined that the 
action will not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human environment, therefore, an 
Environmental Impact Statement is not required. You may obtain a copy of the FA and FONSI from the BIA 
Eastern Regional Office or the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole I ribe of 
Florida. 6365 Tali Street. Suite 3008, I lolly wood, FF 33024. telephone (954) 965-4380. 

APPEALS: “This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with an action, 
therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C.F.R, Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period after the decision to proceed 
with the action is made before the action may he implemented. Appeal information will be made puhlicly 
available when the decision to proceed is made.” 

For further information please contact Kurt G. Chandler. Regional linv ironmental Scientist. Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. Eastern Regional Office. 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville. TN 372 14. telephone <615) 564- 
6832. 


Date: 

Superintendent, Seminole Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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Team Marrero, Posada Capture Triple Crown with Win at Bass Busters Fishing Tourament 



Elrod Bowers 


Mario Posada works a lure slowly along the banks of the 
L-28. Posada and teammate Frank Marrero finished first in 
the Bass Busters Tournament on May 28 in Big Cypress. 


BY ELROD BOWERS 
Freelance Photographer 

BIG CYPRESS - Under harsh conditions, the team of Frank Marrero and Mario Posada 
captured the Triple Crown with a first place finish at the May 28 Bass Busters Fishing 
Tournament. 

“You’re the diehards, today was a hot day,” said Seminole Recreation Director Moses 
“Big Shot” Jumper to the small crowd assembled at the final weigh-in. Many of the teams 
came in well before the 2 p.m. weigh-in after spending the day baking in the hot sun. 

Although the conditions resulted in smaller catches, the team of Marrero and Posada 
captured first place again with a bag of 1 8.23 pounds. The team of Kassim Stockton and Ryan 
Washington finished second with a catch of 14.05 pounds. 

The team of Mike Tiger and Ernie Tiger finished third with a catch of 12.64 pounds. The 
Tiger team also captured the Clyde Tiger Memorial Big Bass Award with a 4.9 pound bass. 

The win capped off a string of strong performances in the Seminole Bass Fishing Triple 
Crown Series for the team of Marrero and Posada. They captured the Sonny DiCarlo Trophy 
in the season ending standings a full 15 pounds ahead of the team of Kassim Stockton and 
Ryan Washington. 


Bass Buster Fishing Tournament Results - 
Final Leg of Triple Crown Series 

Note: Results from this Competition are counted 
toward team placement in the overall Seminole 
Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series. 

1 . Frank Marrero/Mario Posada - 1 8.23 pounds 

2. Kassim Stockton/Ryan Washington - 

14.05 pounds 

3. Mike Tiger/Ernie Tiger - 1 2.64 pounds 
4. Chuck Osceola/Fred Habermann - 

10.35 pounds 

5. Ted Nelson/Hank Nelson - 8.46 pounds 
6. Howard Tommie/Tony Tommie - 8.1 3 pounds 


7. Naha Jumper/Tombo Riley - 7.65 pounds 

8. Marie Phillips/Fred Phillips - 4.23 pounds 
9. Josh Jumper/Blevins Jumper - 3.65 pounds 

10. Sam Nelson/Jim Agnew 

Clyde Tiger Memorial Big Bass Award- Mike 
Tiger/Ernie Tiger 

Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series 
Final Results 

1 . Frank Marrero/Mario Posada - 67.89 pounds 
2. Kassim Stockton/Ryan Washington - 

52.66 pounds 

3. Chuck Osceola/Fred Habermann - 

49.66 pounds 



Elrod Bowers 


The team of Frank Marrero and Mario Posada finished first with a catch of 18.23 
pounds. The win assured them of the Sonny DiCarlo Trophy as champions of the 
Seminole Bass Fishing Triple Crown Series with 67.89 pounds of bass caught 
throughout the series. 




Far left photo, Ernie 
Tiger casts down the 
banks of the L-28 
canal. Ernie and Mike 
Tiger captured the 
Clyde Tiger Memorial 
Big Bass Award. 
Center photo, Chuck 
Osceola fills up the 
weigh-in bag. Osceola 
and teammate Fred 
Habermann finished 
fourth with a catch of 
10.35 pounds. 

Left photo, Ted Nelson 
shows off a Big Bass 
hopeful. Ted and Hank 
Nelson finished fifth 
with a catch of 8.46 
pounds. 

Elrod Bowers 



Elrod Bowers 


Conservation-minded young Tribal members release the fish 
caught by the competitors. All of the tournament participants 
practiced catch-and-release throughout the Triple Crown 
Series. 



Elrod Bowers 


The Clyde Tiger Memorial Big Bass Award was won by the team 
of Mike and Ernie Tiger with a 4.9 pound bass. “He used to fish 
this tournament quite a bit with us,” said Seminole Recreation 
Director Moses Jumper of the award’s namesake. 
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free spinal exam 
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^ ($150 Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 
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Hope Tommie-Wilcox Memorial Bowling Tourney Brings Family Together Again for 12th Year 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen Tomi Motlow winds up to bowl in regular play action. The day featured cash Family members of Tommie-Wilcox together as part of the 12th annual Hope Tommie-Wilcox Memorial Bowling Tournament held at the Superplay USA 
prizes in regular, 3-6-9 and no-tap bowling play celebrating the life of the mother and semi- Bowling Alley May 14 in Port St. Lucie. “She was a wonderful person. She was my friend and wife,” said Damon Wilcox about late wife Hope Tommie-Wilcox. 
professional bowler and sports enthusiast. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 



From left, Tommie-Wilcox sister Betsy Wilcox and niece Crystal 
Sneed. 


Daughter Mary Wilcox holds up a custom-made T-shirt of her 
late mother Hope Tommie-Wilcox in celebration of her life and 
legacy. 
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Three Champs Crowned in Indigenous 
Games Invitational in Hollywood 



Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Trewston Pierce goes coast-to-coast on the fast break for his J.J. John of the Boys’ 16-and-under Team Florida’s 
team in the championship game of the 16-and-under game. squad launches a jump shot over two defenders in 

their game one match up versus the Lauderdale 
Panthers. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Team Florida Boys’ 16-and-under championship team together lead by Head Coach Jay Garland, top left, at the 
Hollywood Christian Academy Gymnasium after winning their division of the Indigenous Games Invitational Basketball 
Tournament June 3-4. The winning teams received trophies and were two of three Tribal teams crowned in other 
divisions participating in preparation for the upcoming Native Indigenous Games to be held in Milwaukee, Wis., July 
10-14. 



Photo courtesy of Carlos Adamson 


Team Florida Women’s 19-and-under girls’ championship team 
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Winners of the 
Brighton Spring Classic 

1st place - John Madrigal and 
Marcellus Osceola with a score of 69 
2nd place - Charlie Cypress and 
Cicero Osceola with a score of 71 
3rd place - Jason Tommie and 
James Tommie with a score of 74 


Closest to the Pin 

Marcellus Osceola - Holes 6 and 1 5 
Charlie Cypress - Hole 1 2 
Josh Smith - Hole 17 

Longest Drive 

Women’s - Leoda Poole 
Men’s - John Smith 
Senior’s - John Madrigal 



Photo courtesy of Kai Setty 

Brothers Jason and Janies Tommie sink the putt to place third at the first Brighton 
Spring Classic on May 6 at the Country Club of Sebring. 


Six Teams Compete in First Brighton Spring Classic in Sebring 



Photo courtesy of Kai Setty 

Cicero Osceola sets up and tries to avoid the sand 
trap during the classic. 


BY KAI SETTY 
Recreation Department 

BRIGHTON — We are pleased to announce 
that the first annual Brighton Spring Classic Golf 
Tournament was a memorable event for all. With 
six teams comprised of 12 contestants, there were 
11 men, and one token woman. The contestants 
were paired off in the following teams: Josh 
Smith and Leoda Poole, Raymond Garza Jr. 
and Mike Micco, Lawrence Osceola and Jahna 
Smith, Charlie Cypress and Cicero Osceola, John 
Madrigal and Marcellus Osceola and James and 
Jason Tommie. 

On Friday, May 6 at the Country Club of 
Sebring, the tournament began with a call for 
registration at 8 a.m. With near perfect conditions 
and a slight breeze out of the East at about 10- 
15 mph, the teams teed-off at 9 a.m. With an 
occasional detour through the sand trap the teams 
putted and drove their way along manicured 
greens and well kept fairways to complete the 1 8- 
hole course. With the last team completing their 
final strokes just around 1 p.m., they raced the 
clock to finish before the afternoon thunderstorm 
came roaring through. 

In the club room the contestants enjoyed a 
cheeseburger buffet along with their choice of 
beverage. At this time Jason Tommie, the event 
coordinator took the time to thank all participants 
as well as announce awards and give door prizes 
for drawings, which included golf bags, golf 
clubs, training tools, umbrellas and hats. Each 


member also received a commemorative golf 
shirt embroidered with the event’s title. 

On behalf of Brighton Recreation we would 
like to thank all who participated as well as the 
staff of the Country Club of Sebring for making 
this event a success. We hope to see you next year. 



Photo courtesy of Kai Setty 

John Madrigal, left, and Hollywood Council Rep. 
Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. show off their first place 
trophies. 


Hollywood Youth Council 
Sponsors 2-on-2 Tournament 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Robert Caruso, center, Hollywood education advisor and tournament coordinator, gives 
some last minute instructions to the participating tournament teams. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Maleah Isaac looks to make her move in second round play. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tournament champions Tyler Baker, left, and Yane ‘Tutoi’ Nemeroff with their trophy after winning 
the Hollywood Youth Council 2-on 2 Parent Appreciation Basketball Tournament, May 15 at the 
Seminole Recreation Gym. The Tribal Youth Council and Education Department sponsored event 
featured over a dozen parents and teen teams competing in tournament style play supporting 
comradery, sportsmanship and parent-child bonding with participants also receiving medals. 


^/IPTicketPlace .COM 
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Tribal citizens Join Former Dolphins Player in Don Stock Diabetes Golf Classic 



Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, foursome players Allen Huff, Lawrence Osceola, Raymond Garza Jr. and Ken Campbell on the ninth hole at the 
Miccosukee Golf and Country Club. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and golfer Allen Huff, second from left, is joined by former Miami Dolphins player Don Strock, center, and fellow 
supporters and sponsors for the 28th annual Don Strock Diabetes Golf Classic held at the Miccosukee Golf and Country Club 
in Miami on May 12. Proceeds from the four-some event benefitted the Diabetes Research Institute for the prevention and 
cure of diabetes. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Lawrence Osceola putts on the green to make par. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Benno Schmidt, SMP special projects coordinator, speaks 
about his struggles and triumphs as a Type 1 diabetic to 
special guests and tournament participants. 
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By SPD Officer Tom Apsey 


Washington, D.C. - The Seminole Police Department, 
along with the help of several other community members 
and donations, sponsored a trip to our nation’s capital for 
the Seminole Police Explorers. The trip was designed to 
reward all the Explorers involved in the program, as well 
as help them understand the ultimate sacrifice so many 
officers have given “in the line of duty” over the years. 



veryyearinWashington.D.C.LawEnforcementAgencies 
from throughout the United States, Canada and other 
countries come together to pay tribute to “Fallen 
Officers” and their families during National Police Week, 
this year observed May 1 2th - May 1 7th. 

A group of 38 Police Explorers, 2 Seminole Fire Rescue 
Paramedics and 20 Seminole Police Personnel from 
Service Aides to the Chief of Police made the trip from 
all the Reservations. Several parents also accompanied 
their Explorers and were able to enjoy the activities and 
sightseeing. 


One of the Explorers from the Tampa Reservation, 
Kimberlee Awonohopay, wanted to give Mr. Walsh a 
“Challenge Coin” that had been given to her and all the 
Explorers present on the trip by Seminole Police Chief 
Will Latchford. These challenge coins are carried by 
Officers from different Law Enforcement Agencies and 
are often traded or given as a token of appreciation. 
Seminole Police personnel were able to arrange a 
meeting with Walsh and he was given the challenge 
coin on behalf of the Seminole Police Explorers and the 
Police Department. Mr. Walsh accepted the coin and 
advised the Explorers to “stay strong, be leaders, and 
keep up the great work they do in their communities.” 

The Explorers last day in DC was spent visiting the 
Smithsonian Museum and the National Museum of the 
American Indian, where they had the opportunity to 
shop for gifts and souvenirs. After dinner at Rampart’s 
Restaurant, they loaded up on the bus and took a beautiful 
night tour of all the Monuments. 



After a long 16+ hour bus ride, the group stopped for 
the evening in Rocky Mount, NC to get a good nights 
sleep before driving into DC the following day. 

The first day was spent checking into our hotel and 
heading out to see some of the sights in and around 
Washington. The Explorers then joined hundreds of 
other Law Enforcement Agencies at the “Fallen Officers 
Memorial” where they saw all the names of Fallen 
Officers, both past and present. The Explorers were 
shown the name of the only Seminole Police Officer 
to lose his life in the line of duty, Lt. John King Healy, 
February 15, 1986, who was killed in an automobile 
accident/drowning. Several Explorers were eager to 
pencil his name from the Memorial wall, which reads, 
“May these walls never be filled. ’’The evening concluded 
with a very emotional “Candlelight Vigil” for the Fallen 
Officers and their families. 

Saturday was a “free day” to check out some of the 
tourist destinations, which included Arlington National 
Cemetery where the Explorers were able to observe 
the famous “changing of the guard” at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. They were then treated to lunch at the 
famous Hard Rock Cafe in Washington DC. After lunch, 
they watched an Honor Guard Parade and spent the day 
around the Police Memorial Wall. While at the Memorial, 
the Explorers were given an “unexpected treat”. 

The Explorers were observing some of the tributes and 
ceremonies at the Memorial while John Walsh from Fox’s 
“America’s Most Wanted” was concluding an interview. 


In the end, all the Explorers expressed they had a great 
time, enjoying the sightseeing, the food, and all the 
history Washington DC had to offer. They all represented 
the Seminole Tribe and the Seminole Police Explorers 
extremely well and the trip was a wonderful success. 
Many of the young Explorer’s were already asking about 
next year’s trip. 

The Seminole Police Explorers meet every other week on 
all the Reservations. They participate in several different 
fun filled events including campouts, canoe trips, and 
quarterly field days to compete against other Explorer 
Groups on each Reservation. 

All the Explorers participate in a variety of Police related 
training activities from traffic stops, fingerprinting, crime 
scene investigations, physical agility tests, gun and 
fire safety classes and much more. If you have a child 
between the ages of 6 and 19 and are interested in 
them joining in all the fun, please contact your respected 
Reservation today! 



Hollywood - Officer Bobby Betz (954) 967-8900 
Immokalee - Officer Lynn Howard (863) 673-3795 
Tampa - Officer Tom Apsey (81 3) 246-31 00 
Big Cypress - Officer Scott Akin (863) 983-2285 
Brighton/Ft. Pierce - Kevin Zarrella (863) 763-5731 
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BECOME A FAN B FOLLOW US 

1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 • 954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 



^GAMBLE 

WITH CARE 


Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida. 
Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.IT. 
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Father’s Day 



D 


Fort Pierce Celebrates Father’s Day with Live Belly Dancing 



Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 


The Tommie family celebrates with Aunt Bessie at the Fort Pierce Father’s Day 
dinner June 16 held in Port St. Lucie at Norris’s Famous Place for Ribs. 


Shamy Tommie enjoys the Father’s Day belly dancing entertainment at the 

dinner. 0 . . n _ 

See more photos on page 2D 


X-treme Karting and Father’s Day Pair for Fun in Hollywood 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola 
Jr. and father Marcellus Osceola Sr. together at the 
Hollywood/Fort Pierce Non-resident Father’s Day 
celebration. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Board Rep. Chris Osceola, center, leads the pack 
showing off his trophy as the first place winner of the Fathers-only kart 
race. From left, Sam Benvenuto and Dan Osceola Jr. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

A masked Kevin Osceola Non-resident Liaison awaits his 
turn on the race track as part of the X-Treme Kart Racing 
Father’s Day event held June 17. The gathering featured 
dinner, games and karting to celebrate the holiday. 


Left photo, Hol- 
lywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Mar- 
cellus W. Osceola 
Jr. stands next to 
a specially made 
replica birthday 
cake of himself in 
celebration of his 
39th birthday on 
June 18. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


Big Cypress Community Gets 
Together at Herman L. Osceola 
Gym for Father’s Day Luncheon 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Justin Roff, 15, left, and his father, Big 
Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank, right, have a bonding moment 
with each other during the June 17 Big Cypress Community Father’s Day 
Luncheon at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

See more photos on page 2D 


Brighton Goes Tropical for 
Father’s Day 



Photo courtesy of Kirsten Doney/SWEP 

Corey, left, and Tavis, right, give their father, Matt a big hug June 17 at the 
beached-themed Brighton Father’s Day luncheon held at the Veterans’ Building. 



Photo courtesy of Kirsten Doney/SWEP 


John Huff Jr. celebrates Father’s Day with son, Frank, at the Brighton Father’s Day 

luncheon catered by Hooters. 0 

See more photos on page 2D 


Fathers in Immokalee Enjoy 
Raffles and Dinner at Their 
Special Celebration 



Judy Weeks 


From left, Edward Aguilar Sr.’s release from the hospital following a critical illness 
was the greatest gift any father or son could wish for on Father’s Day according to his 
sons, Edward Jr. and Spencer, and his dad, Pete Aguilar Sr. 



Judy Weeks 


Danny Billie can now start planning a shopping 
spree with the Blocker’s Furniture Store voucher 
that he received. 



Judy Weeks 


Allen Michael Venzor is all smiles after winning 
a PS3 in the Immokalee Father’s Day raffle. 



■i^ 


Judy Weeks 


It will be Father’s Day all year long as Timesia Jimmie 
watches his favorite programs on the 46 inch television 
that he won in the Immokalee raffle. 
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Big Cypress Seniors Grab Their Hooks at Rock Pit for Father’s Day Fishing Tournament and Luncheon 




Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Ricky Doctor catches one of his two fish during the Father’s Day 
Fishing Tournament. 


Naji Tobias 

Immokalee’s Raymond Garza searches for a fish at the bank of the Big Cypress Rock Pit’s 
waters during the June 16 Big Cypress seniors Father’s Day Fishing Tournament. 


Right photo, the Big Cypress 
senior women participated in the 
tournament as well, with Violet Jim 
taking top honors for catching a 
total of three fish in the three-hour 
long morning competition. 

Far right photo, with Big Cypress 
Senior Center assistant and Tribal 
citizen Nadine Bowers, left, and 
Big Cypress Senior Center Director 
Cecilia Guzman, center, looking on, 
Big Cypress Tribal senior Thomas 
W. Billie makes a concentrated 
effort to shoot for his target in 
lounger ball, which took place at 
the Big Cypress Senior Center, not 
long after the Big Cypress Seniors 
Fishing Tournament concluded. 

Naji Tobias 





Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Rudy Osceola shows off his display 
of humor after catching a bass fish during the fishing 
tournament. 


BIG CYPRESS SENIORS FISHING TOURNAMENT 
RESULTS - FATHER’S DAY EDITION 

Most Fish: Violet Jim (3) 

Biggest Fish: Ricky Doctor 

BLONGO LADDER BALL GAME - RESULTS 

1 . Teresa Jumper 

2. Joe B. Osceola 

3. Tommie Billie 


RESULTS 
Women 55-64 

1. Jenny Johns 553 
2. Julie John 427 
3. Beulah Gopher 409 

Men 55-64 

1. Elbert Snow 61 5 

2. Gary Sampson 476 

3. Jack Smith Jr. 430 

Women 65+ 

1 . Onnie Osceola 430 

2. Addie Osceola 329 

Men 65+ 

1. Billy Micco 507 

2. Joe L. John 467 

3. Wonder Johns 446 

Handicap 

1 . Shirley Sampson 342 
2. Happy Jones 338 

3. Mable Tichenor 



Brighton Seniors Celebrate Mother’s and 
Father’s Day in Joint Bowling Trip 


Photo above, Mable Tichenor gets assisted by 
Valerie Munroe, left, and SPD’s Teresa Bass 
at the Brighton Department of Elder’s Mother 
and Father’s Day joint bowling celebration 
May 31 held at Lucky Lanes in Okeechobee. 
Left photo, Sammie Gopher bowled a 149 
regular game at the joint bowling celebration. 

Photos courtesy of Donna Turtle 


Photo courtesy of Donna Turtle 

Sarah Sampson gets a little help at Lucky Lanes for the Brighton 
Department of Elder’s joint celebration for Mother and Father’s Day. 


More photos from Big Cypress' Father's Day Luncheon 


Right photo, 
Big Cypress 
Tribal fathers 
Ingram Billie 
Jr., left, and 
Ronnie Billie 
Sr. celebrate 
each other at 
the June 17 
Big Cypress 
Father’s Day 
Community 
Luncheon. 

Naji Tobias 




Naji Tobias 

From left, Tribal citizens Shannon Cypress, Angela Cypress, Esther Gopher and 
John Billie Jr. are sharing a moment together in harmony at the luncheon. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, 11-month-old Julia Gonzalez, Abbie Gonzalez, Timmy Cypress, Hilda 
Campbell, Frank J. Billie and Ivana Gonzalez celebrate as Frank J. Billie spends 
some time with his son, Timmy Cypress, and his grandchildren. 


More photos from Brighton's Tropical Father's Day 


More photos from Father's Day in Fort Pierce 



Photo courtesy of Everett Youngblood/SWEP 


1 


Billie Micco gets escorted into the Seminole Surf 
Shack by a Hooters server. The Veterans’ auditorium 
was turned into a tropical paradise with a live Reggae 
band and a lunch catered and served by Hooters. 


Photo courtesy of Kirsten Doney/SWEP 

Brighton Board Rep. Larry Howard enjoys himself 
as he enters paradise at the Brighton Father’s Day 
lunch June 17 held at the Veterans’ Building. 


Rachel Buxton 

Even Hollywood Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
joined in the fun at the Fort Pierce Father’s Day dinner. 


Rachel Buxton 

Alex Tommie joins a belly dancer during the dinner 
June 16 at Norris’s in Port St. Lucie. 









3D • The Seminole Tribune • June 30, 201] 



ALL-TERRAIN VALUES 

in 1 -UP or SIDE-BY-SIDE, 


SPECIAL 


PER EAMIL'O 


$35 99 rfcR 

GODDH BAG, 


THE BEST VALUES ON THE OFF-ROAD TODAY. 


The Sportsman 500 H.O. 
gives you legendary power and ride. The all-new RANGER 400 mid-size is big enough to 
get the job done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today! 


Min srtt, fiooM 


954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 

€> POLARIS 


Griflin fioad 


Stirling Roa<J 


WARNING 1 - AIVscsa be huardoustooperate Rolans adult models are for riders age lfi and older Polaris youth modelsoHOcdomdeis 12andoidar Polaris youth models 
ol 5tec forridersfi ami older, for your safety, at ways wtara frel met, eye prated ion and protective clothing, and tie suretoiatea safety I tain mg course, for safety and training 
information in the US call the SVIAat f800)SS7-2SS7 You may also contact your Polans dealer or cal I Polaris at 18M) 342 '3764. For salety training in Canada contact 
your focal Nans dealer The Polaris RWflGEff general purpose utility vehicle is not intended tor and may not be revered tor orwood use. 02009 Polaris industries inc. 


tXPRtS^ OIVA 



T 

UVhM: 

l»w>Jr WudlMdM 



300 S. University Drive • Pembroke Pines 

[954] 436.3036 

www.VeraMotors.com 
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 
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A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS 
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The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC). We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 
Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 


We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 


The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 


If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 
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Become a Fan on 

facebook. 
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Smithsonian 
Affiliate Membership 







Elaine Aguilar Retires after 
27 Years of Tribal Service 
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Country Star 
Welcomes New Leaders 
COMMUNITY 7A 



Youth Tour Southern 
Schools on College Tour 
EDUCATION IB 
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Tribal Citizen Edward Aguilar Sr. Expresses his Gratitude 


BY JUDJMA/EEKS 

Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Tribal Citizen Edward Aguilar Sr. hosted 
a Community Appreciation Dinner on the evening of June 24 at 
the Immokalee Gym with the assistance of his family. Realizing 
that they could never find enough words to express their gratitude 
for all the prayers and help they have received during their recent 
traumatic experience, the Aguilar family invited everyone to join 
them in a celebration of life. 

Edward Aguilar knows what it means to face your mortality 
and by the grace of God receive a second chance. Suffering from 
a nearly fatal case of pancreatitis, his vital organs went into failure 
and he lapsed into a coma with very little chance of survival. 

Following more than 10 weeks of hospitalization and physical 
therapy, he is on a slow journey to recovery. He attributes his 
success to the love and support of his family, friends, Immokalee 
community members, the Tribe and several churches for the power 
of prayer and belief in God's healing. 

"The doctors told my family that it would take a miracle for 
me to live and if I did, the chances of my leading a normal life were 
very slim," said Aguilar. "My wife Cindy and my father and mother, 
Pete and Elaine, rarely left my side. The intensive care unit saw a 
steady flow of visitors as my brother and sisters, their families, co- 
workers, community and Tribal members formed a support team. I 
know in my heart that their prayers sustained my family and gave 
me the strength to live." 

"Our culture believes that it takes a village to raise a child and 


I know that this is true," continued Aguilar. "My grandmother was 
one of the founders of the Immokalee community and this is where 
I grew up. As we grow older, we choose our separate lifestyles but 
no matter how far we wander, our families always welcome us back 
with open arms and a helping hand. The Tribe is one big family and 
we must never forget how fortunate we are to have each other." 

During his ordeal, Aguilar underwent numerous surgeries 
and required several pints of blood. Co-workers Maria Billie and 
Crystal Salinas organized a blood drive. On May 23 the Community 
Blood Mobile set up at the Immokalee Administration Building and 
registered 51 donors. 

According to Donor Recruiter Karen L. Monzone, 114 local 
lives will be positively affected by the generosity of Aguilar’s 
support group. Donors comprised members from nearly every 
department of the Immokalee work force, family, friends, 
community members and seniors. 

After sharing his feelings of gratitude, Aguilar congratulated 
his parents on their recent retirement and recognized the many 
years of hard work that they endured while dedicating themselves 
to raising their children and helping to provide a future for their 
grandchildren. 

"Because of my hospitalization I missed my niece’s (Jessica 
Lopez) high school graduation," said Aguilar. "I want her to 
know proud she has made me. It is important that we encourage 
and inspire our young people to stay in school and celebrate their 
achievements. They hold our future in their hands and our heritage 
depends upon their success." 

Please see photo extra on page 7A 


Big Cypress Community Celebrates 
Fourth of July/Watermelon Festival 



Naii Tobias 


Kadin Tommie, 5, wins the Watermelon Eating contest in the 3- to 5-year-old category during 
the Fourth of July/Watermelon Festival on June 30. 

Please see Fourth of July stories and photos on page 3A 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Denis Grachev, right, works his right jab on opponent Eddie Caminero, left, in early round action of 
their title bout at the Hard Rock Live July 9. 

Tribal Owned Panther Promotions 
Makes Debut at Hard Rock Live 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Elliot Alvarado and partner Benny Collins of the 
newly developed Panther Promotions Boxing are two of the novel, fresh, ambitious faces in 
the dog-eat-dog world of the sport. 

Both hoped to make a splash as they made their debut in the promotions game at the 
Hard Rock Live Arena July 9 with a seven fight card event featuring several hungry and 
eager talents looking to establish themselves. 

“We want fights and fighters that want to become stars,” said Alvarado whose boxing 
days may still yet to be behind him, currently holding a 3-2 (3 KOs) mark as a professional. 
“The others (boxing promoters) are going to have to change their ways or get out of the way. 
We are going to bring back the old style and set our own way.” 

As part of Alvarado and Collins new marketing arrangement of quality over quantity 
in the ring, Panther Promotions will operate under a five-year development plan with the 
Tribe’s backing and approval with fight cards events to come throughout the Tribe’s casinos. 
There are also plans to expand outside of Florida and beyond, explained Harold Weston 

Panther Promotions President of Operations. m nAMTUPn 

1 Please see PANTHER on page 2C 


Tribune Q-and-A: Helene Buster 
The Seminole Tribal Court 


Helene Buster has been wearing two hats for five years now. 
Most know her as Director of the Seminoles’ Family Services 
Division where she provides guidance, support, protection and 
care for Tribal families. But, in her spare time, she has also been 
spearheading the herculean effort to develop a viable Tribal 
Court System. 

“Just getting to the meetings 
and making them happen was a real 
struggle with my job,” sighs the 
longtime Tribal employee, who is 
married to Miccosukee Court judge 
Andy Buster. “But I look at it this 
way: it’s worth it - a Tribal Court is 
one of the most important things that 
we are developing... not only for my 
department, Family Services, with 
all our dependency cases, but for the 
sovereignty of our entire Tribe.” 

The original 30-member Tribal 
Court Committee has dwindled to 
seven but they are now officially 
called the Judicial Commission 
(Helene Buster, Edna Bowers, Willie 
Johns, Connie Whidden, Alison 
Osceola, Francine Osceola and 
Delores Alvarez). During the early 
years, when folks were confused and 
interest started to wane, Helene says 
she wondered about Tribal leaders in 
the previous administration: “I wasn’t 
real sure they weren’t hoping this would just go away, you 
know — die in a committee or something. If that’s true, then 
the biggest mistake they ever made is they put me in charge of 
the committee. Something this important, I am not about to let 
it die!” 

Seminole Tribune writer Pete Gallagher caught up with 
busy Helene with a few questions about the special Tribal- 
wide “Secretarial Election,” Aug. 16 - all about the proposed 
Seminole Tribal Court. 


PG: What is a Tribal Court? 

HB: It is an actual court system. A Court Committee was 
put together about five years ago to look into this. The Seminole 
Constitution has always allowed for a court, but it was never 
implemented. Having a court system will also 
strengthen our sovereignty — of everything we 
will be able to do with our Court, that is the 
most important thing. It will show everybody 
that we do business with that we Seminoles 
can deal with our own issues. We do not have 
to depend on the state, the feds or anyone else 
to adjudicate or handle any of our problems. 
We can do all of this in-house. 

PG: Is it just like the outside court 
system where somebody is given a ticket, 
or accused and hauled in on charges, and 
brought before a judge? 

HB: Yes. We’ll have real judges and 
justices. We will have an appeals process. 
That way we have a place to go if something 
needs to be appealed, without going before 
the Council. Our Court system will be an 
entity of its own, that will not be over, or 
under, the eyes of the Council. It’s gonna be a 
separate entity. Once our judges are there, the 
Council will not be able to go in and override 
our judges. To begin with, because of the child 
welfare program and all the dependency cases we have, we 
plan to concentrate mostly on a Civil Court. A “family court” 
is pretty much what we’ve been calling it. We are working on 
developing the children’s code now. We’ve been doing that 
probably about a year. That way, we can have a good package 
together to present to Council. 

Please see TRIBAL COURT on page 2A 



HELENE BUSTER 


Native Vietnam Veterans Want Their Statue 

Stephen Boms, Seminole Tribe Take the Lead 


BY RAM ONA MA ROZAS 
Special to the Seminole Tribune 

HOLLYWOOD — Stephen Bowers can still hear the sounds 
of the bombs and gunfire bursting in the combat zones of Vietnam. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida veteran was drafted into the 
U.S. Army in 1969, where he served a tour in Vietnam with the 
173rd Airborne Brigade. Currently employed by his Tribe as the 
Liaison for the Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs, 
Bowers, feels disrespected by those who designed and created the 
“Three Servicemen” bronze sculpture, part of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial monument on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. 

“Why isn’t there a Native American veteran alongside those 
three soldiers?” Bowers asks, echoing the feelings, he says, of 
Native American vets everywhere. “Native Americans have 
served in U.S. military actions for over 200 years. Even George 
Washington praised our courage, determination and fighting 
spirit.” 

National Park Service officials say the three bronze figures of 
the statue represent all vets, but Bowers believes the famed artwork 
fails to recognize Native American veterans, an oversight he and 
other vets find “astounding,” as he writes in a Seminole Tribune 
editorial (See page 10A). “Eve read just about everything there 
is about those bronze figures and there is no mention of that third 
soldier standing in for all ‘other’ ethnic groups,” says Bowers. 

Stephen Bowers returned home in 1971; forty years later he 


is both “sad and angry” there’s still no component of the world 
famous Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial that recognizes his service or 
that of any other Native. With the support of the Florida Seminole 
Veterans Foundation, Inc. and a resolution from the Seminole 
Tribal Council, Bowers has created the Native American Veterans 
Memorial Initiative (NAVMI) and has embarked on a mission to 
gather support and bring the issue before the national American 
Indian community. 

“There is a Caucasian, Hispanic, and an African-American 
veteran, but there is no statue that reflects or resembles a Native 
American veteran, which is what this initiative is all about,” said 
Bowers, who was first encouraged on his quest by former Tribal 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress in the first part of this year. “If the 
three statues that stand in the Vietnam Veterans Memorial are 
supposed to reflect the soldiers that stood in Vietnam, then Native 
Americans, who per capita put more of our people in that war than 
anyone, should be represented.” 

The “Three Servicemen” was funded through the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund and designed by Frederick Hart; it 
addressed concerns from Vietnam vets who did not like the 
black Wall of names designed by architect Maya Lin, which was 
finished in 1982 (seven years after the fall of Saigon). The “Three 
Servicemen” was dedicated by President Ronald Reagan in 1984. 

“I have, from the start, conceived the work of sculpture with 
three goals in mind: first, to preserve and enhance the elegant 

Please see VIETNAM on editorial page 11 A 



In the Seminoles’ Native American Veterans Memorial Initiative, Stephen Bowers proposes adding 
a fourth bronze soldier - a Native American - to the famed “Three Servicemen” monument in 
Washington, D.C. 
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See the Tribe’s special presentation at NAACP ceremony on 4A 
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TRIBAL COURT 

From page 1A 


PG: Will the outside world accept and recognize the Seminole 
Court? 

HB: Well, you know that’s completely up to us and how we present 
ourselves. The way we have it set up, the way we plan for it to go, it should 
gain that respect and acceptance. 

We will be getting signatures on a Memorandum of Understanding 
from all the various court systems and agencies we deal with on a regular 
basis. I mean, we are working with the DCF (Department of Children and 
Families) of the state of Florida right now, They know it is coming. They 
are ready to turn everything over to us. 

PG: They’ve already indicated that to you? 

HB: Oh yes. We have conference calls twice a month with different 
entities of DCF, setting up the agreements, so that once everything is set 
for us, that everything will be turned over. They know that it is coming. We 
are going to different conferences and our judges will be going and getting 
training, We will be ready to go. 

PG: How do you pick the judges? 

HB: They will fill out an application that will go before the Judicial 
Commission. 

PG: Do judges have to be Seminole Tribal citizens? 

HB: This is part of what the “Secretarial Election” is addressing. 
Right now, Article 10 of our Constitution says the judges and justices must 
be enrolled Seminoles between 35 and 70 years of age, never convicted 
of a felony (or, within the last year, a misdemeanor), and meet all other 
qualifications required under Tribal law or ordinance. Also, no Seminole 
judge or justice can hold an elective office. That’s what it says today. 

We are proposing two versions of changes in the wording of Article 
10: On the ballot they will call these versions Exhibit A and Exhibit B. That 
is what the people are being asked to vote on. Which one do they want? 
Exhibit A says all judges and justices must be enrolled Native Americans, 
35 years or older with no retirement limit, never convicted of a felony and 
meet all other qualifications required under Tribal law or ordinance. 

Exhibit B says all judges and justices must be enrolled Native 
Americans, 35 years or older with no retirement limit, and, if convicted 
of a felony, it must have happened over 20 years before and civil rights 
must be restored. The two versions are exactly alike except for the 
felony issue. 

PG: But still, in both versions, no judge can hold elected office 
while he or she is a judge. 

HB: That’s right. There is no change proposed for that. When you see 
the ballot it will have two questions. The first asks if the voter agrees to 
change Article 10. If you say “No,” you are through. Just walk out. If you 
say, “Yes,” then you go on and pick either A or B. And we are going around 
now, as a Committee, to all the reservations and all the communities and 
explaining to them about the ballot and how it’s going to look. We are 
trying to encourage people to read everything and be prepared to make a 
decision on that day. But the most important thing is that people come out 
and vote, because right now, if we had a Court System, the Tribal Council 
can overrule. So we really want it to be changed so the Court System can 
be a separate entity from the Council. It will be funded by the Council, but 
it will be its own entity - sort of like Jim Shore’s office. 

PG: How are the judges and justices chosen? 

HB: Once we got the Judicial Commission ordinance passed 
through Tribal Council, then we became the Judicial Commission. In our 
Consitution it says the Tribal Council or Chairman of the Tribe has the 
final say on who the judges are; so, what we decided, instead of taking that 
away from Tribal Council or the Chairman, what we would do is have the 
Judicial Commission review all the applicants and provide a few for the 
Tribal Council to make a final selection from. That way, they can’t go and 
pick you, out of the blue. You’ll have to have your application reviewed 
by us first. Then we say, “Here, Mr. Chairman, are three that we like. Pick 
from these.” If he doesn’t like any of them, then we go back into more 
applications and pick more. 

PG: How many judges will there be? 

HB: There will be two justices and three judges. 

PG: Okay, what’s the difference between justice and judge? 

HB: Justices will serve on the appellate court. The rest are judges. 
The Judicial Commission will also serve on the appellate court, with the 
justices. The terms will be eight years for first election and six year terms 
after that. And they will all be held up to a high standard of character. 
We’re not gonna have no drunk judge. 

PG: What other court systems have you researched? Miccosukee? 
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HB: Oh yes. We’ve actually gone through several court systems. We 
went to a couple of ‘em out in California, Washington State and Mississippi. 
We found that they were working a lot better than I thought they would be. 
I don’t know why I expected them not to be doing as good, but they do 
work. It’s just people will have to get used to it. What I heard at most of 
these courts is that, at first, people just felt like their own people could not 
adjudicate them. So they would try to have the cases taken outside of tribal. 
But once they found out that things could go easier and smoother for them 
in their own court, they started accepting their own courts a lot more. I 
think it will be the same way with us. 

PG: Will people have a choice of going to Tribal or an outside 
court, once this is all set up? 

HB: Once it is all set up, it is all going to come to us if it happens 
inside our boundaries. As the Director of Family Services, I’ll be sending 
everything that way. Only if it happens outside our boundaries will there 
be a choice. 

PG: Your husband has been a well respected judge in the 
Miccosukee Indian court system for many years. 

HB: Even though my husband has always been judge out there, I’ve 
never used that as a way to get in there. They have a new judge out there 
now who seems to be reaching out to Seminoles more to try and work 
together. He has reached out to me a lot more. Prior to, I never was invited 
to court to see what was going on. My husband and I, we don’t bring our 
jobs home. I don’t discuss with him what happens over here in Seminole 
and he rarely talks about his cases or the goings-on at Miccosukee. 

PG: What about non-Indians? 

HB: If there is a non-Indian living on the reservation or, say, a spouse 
of a Tribal member, it will be an “implied consent,” you know you that 
while you are living here on our reservation that you will fall under our 
jurisdiction. People should know that. And if you don’t want to, then you 
better get your booty off our rez! 

PG: What if a Seminole cop gives a speeding ticket to a non-Indian 
driving through the reservation? 

HB: When we start dealing with criminal, our Court will definitely 
handle that. 

PG: What if the non-Indian doesn’t like that, and wants to go to 
a County court? 

HB: Well, we don’t like goin’ out to Broward courts, but we got to. If 


you are on our land and we give you a ticket, you come to our court. That’s 
how it works in their world and that’s how it will work here. But, I don’t 
want to get too much into criminal court discussions right now, because we 
are not really focusing on criminal issues, right now. To become a criminal 
court, it takes a lot more than does a civil court. You have to have a jail 
system, a holding system and all that. We don’t have any of that yet. 

PG: Are there plans to build some judicial buildings? 

HB: Yes. Our last administration was agreeable to having a Court 
House out there in Big Cypress. I have not really talked to our new 
administration about where it might be built. Later on, hopefully we will 
be able to do that. What we are probably going to do is eventually have 
a courthouse on each reservation If everyone is agreeable to it, the main 
one will be in Big Cypress. Because it is central. And it will be our only 
courthouse to begin with. Our judges will be like circuit judges, they will 
go to the communities. Like Monday might be Brighton Day and Tuesday 
will be Hollywood Day and Trail on Wednesday, where ever we need to go. 
That’s how we are envisioning it right now. Hopefully one day we will be 
able to build a courthouse on each of the main reservations. 

PG: This is an important election. You’ve been describing a major 
change in the entire Seminole system. 

HB: Yes it is. I am so hoping people turn out to vote. I really wanted 
to have this on the ballot during the general election. ‘Cause then I know 
everybody would be voting. We have to have at least 530 voters to make 
this happen, tribal-wide. 530 voters! All I can do when I go to these 
meetings is press upon them the importance of it. We are going to have 
a court system, whether we change it or not, whether we stick with what 
the Constitution says, or whether we change it, it is up to you. As a Tribal 
member, make it important enough! 

PG: Do you think most people understand and want this? 

HB: I think so. They were having a hard time at the beginning. People 
would say, “What if we don’t want a court system?” The whole thing, 
bottom line right now today, is we are going to have a court system. We’ve 
gone through all the communities and all the changes and every time 
something major is done we come out to you guys and tell you about it, so 
don’t stand there dumbfounded and look like this is the first time you have 
heard about it! 

Some people say “Are we going to have it traditional?” And I look at 
them and say, “How can we have a traditional court when more than half of 
our Tribe now is non clan. I don’t see that. People say, “What if it is a non- 
Indian in the court who is not familiar with our culture and traditions?” 
First of all, if it gets to court, there is no culture or tradition to that. If it ever 
goes to court why would you want to consider culture and tradition in it? 
When you make decisions with your fellow clans and with your families, 
that is culture and tradition. 

PG: Some judicial traditions may be viewed as way out of date. 
You don’t kill children . . 

HB: . . .who were bom twins. Right. I’m gonna tell you, a lot of the 
people who are saying these things are not people who are cultural or 
practice traditions anyway. They are just throwing that in there because 
they think everything we do has to have culture and tradition in it. This 
committee had 30 people when we started five years ago, and all the clans 
were represented. Now today, we are seven individuals. And we are all 
panthers. And one no-clan. 

PG: The Seminoles have had Article 10 in their Constitution for 
54 years. Why is this movement for a Tribal Court coming about now? 

HB: I think that, without the finances and stuff, the Councils have 
always preferred to handle it themselves. Not that they couldn’t handle it, 
but I think we are at a whole different level of life, now, that we have never 
been at before. We are not as traditional as we would like to appear. And 
therefore our people are going to this outside world and mimicking things 
that are happening there and bringing it back into this world,. And the only 
way that we are gong to be able to keep up with that is by having a judicial 
system. Because we are gonna have to start handling situations like dmg 
abuse, alcoholism, child abuse, sexual abuse, and things like that. 

PG: Currently, when those issues arise, they are handled by the 
outside. Outside attorney comes in, outside judge makes a decision, 
put ‘em in an outside holding cell and an outside prison . . . 

HB: Yes. Right, Hopefully, we can make a difference in all that. And 
by having our own court system, with these terrible things being dealt with 
in front of their own people maybe it will have a greater impact. Say you 
are Seminole and you rape somebody in your community and you go to 
court over there in Broward County: well, those people don’t know you 
over there. But you go to court over here in Seminole, all of the people 
sitting there listening to your testimony are going to be your family, friends 
and neighbors. People you grew up with. I think that will make a difference 
in our communities — when we start looking at ourselves. And we have to 
start really looking at ourselves and stop always blaming outside people 
for what’s happening. 
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Community 



Immokalee Spends Fourth of July at Water Park 



Judy Weeks 


Photo above, Edward Aguilar cools off under the waterfall during the 
Immokalee July 4 water park excursion. 

Left photo, Immokalee’s Fourth of July trip to the water park gives 
Denise Gonzales a chance to play mermaid. 

See more photos on page 6A 



Brighton Brings Out the Competition for July 4th 



Rachel Buxton 


The Brighton women try their luck at the watermelon roll July 4 during Brighton’s Fourth of July celebration at the 

Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. Q nhMnc norio 7A 

See more photos on page 7A 


Fort Pierce Fourth Offers Something for Everyone 


Tampa Seminoles Party At Their New Lakeland Home 



Rachel Buxton 

Chairman James E. Billie brings his daughter Aubie 
Billie on stage to say the blessing before dinner at 
the Fort Pierce Forth of July celebration July 2 held 
at the Chupco Ranch. 


Rachel Buxton 

Chrissy Tommie gets patriotic as she gets painted with red, 
white and blue at the face painting booth. 

See more photos on page 12A 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

LAKELAND - The Fourth of July weekend seemed 
like a good excuse for a family get-together, so Seminole 
Tribe Tampa Council Liaison Richard Henry directed, 
“Let’s have a party! All of us!” 

After all, Tampa Seminole 
reunions have been rare since 2004, 
when the expansion of the Hard Rock 
Cafe gaming operations completely 
filled the tiny 5-acre reservation 
footprint and scattered the village of 
Tribal families all over West Central 
Florida . . . waiting for Tribal officials 
to locate replacement residential land. 

The land deal finally came 
together last spring with the purchase 
of some 800 acres of picturesque Polk 
County land, just north of Interstate 
4 not far from the City of Lakeland’s 
west boundary line. Combining large 
green pastures with postcard pretty 
cypress ponds, and a healthy mixture 
of Green swamp and longleaf pine 
forestland, the parcel is now going 
through a federal trust lands review. 

Council Liaison Henry’s staff spent 
weeks braving inclement weather to 
remove trash from the property and 
spruce it up for the party. 

“It really looks good. The 
Seminoles have done a lot of work out 


here. They will be great neighbors,” said Charles Cook, a 
state water biologist whose daughter’s property shares a 
boundary line with the Seminoles. “When we all heard the 
Seminoles had purchased this property, rumors flew about 
what they might do with it. People dreamed up everything 


Please see TAMPA PARTY on page 6A 



Peter Gallagher 

This is one of three picturesque ponds on the new Seminole Polk County property. 
Application has been made for federal trust status for this land, which will soon bring 
back together the former residents of the Tampa reservation. 


Big Cypress Community Celebrates Fourth of July/ 
Watermelon Festival at Rodeo Grounds 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - For the seventh year in a row, the 
Big Cypress Reservation hosted its annual Watermelon 
Festival. 

This time, however, the location and setting was 
different, as the seventh annual Watermelon Festival and 
the Fourth of July Celebration combined to become one 
big event on June 30 at the Big Cypress Rodeo Grounds. 

The Fourth of July and Watermelon Festival - which 
in past years were separated and held at the Big Cypress 
Softball Field - featured a slew of bounce houses, a 
Bungy-jumping ride and water slides for the Tribal 
and community youth, to name just a few amenities. In 
addition, there were a series of Watermelon Festival-based 
contests that tested the skills of the Tribal participants. 

With more than 25 Big Cypress Tribal departments 
out on the Rodeo Grounds with their booths on full 
display, Tribal citizens, community members and 
employees made the most of all the fun-filled activities 
available to them. 

“It was not all work and no play,” Big Cypress Tribal 
citizen Toi Andrews said. “What I liked was that all the 
different departments were able to interact and get to 
know one another better. I feel that it was also a great 
time for our community to interact with each other and 
get to know our employees at the same time.” 


A standout action at the Big Cypress Reservation’s 
Fourth of July/Watermelon Festival was the watermelon 
race. With several different age groups in competition, it 
was a relatively quick one around a course that tested to 
see which Tribal citizen can run the fastest while holding 
the watermelons above their heads without dropping it. 

In the Tribal adult category, it was a tight race 
between the likes of Toi Andrews, Barbara Billie, Nadine 
Bowers, Ayze Henry and Kassim Stockton. Though it 
began as anybody’s race to win, it was Andrews who 
found a way to plow ahead and power her way past the 
competition toward the end, zooming her way around the 
final comer to take the victory. 

“It always feels great to come out on top, but I did not 
compete to come out on top,” Andrews said. “I competed 
to enjoy the festivities.” 

The seed-spitting contests and the watermelon- 
eating contests were the other two Watermelon Festival- 
based competitive activities. 

Andrews offered her conclusion of how all of the 
Watermelon Festival contests turned out. 

“Overall, the watermelon races were awesome,” 
Andrews said. “It was so exciting to watch the kids race 
each other with all the different races dealing with the 
watermelons.” 

Meanwhile, over at the Big Cypress Rodeo 
Arena, several Tribal adults took to the horseshoes, 

Please see WATERMELON FEST on page 4A 


Naples Community Takes Part in July 4 Parade 



Naples community members decorate a float for the annual City of Naples Fourth of July Parade. 


Judy Weeks 


See more photos on page 8A 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal youth and adults enjoy one of the many games on hand at the annual Hollywood Fourth of July 
community celebration at the reservation softball fields on July 4. Other activities included horseshoes, 
bounce-houses, a petting zoo, horse rides, lunch, dinner and a fireworks demonstration. 


Hollywood Community Celebrates Fourth of July Weekend 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Alyssa Bowers tries to pet a baby calf in the petting zoo. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Jerome Davis aims for his target in partners play of the 
horseshoe toss. 
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Tribe Shows Support at NAACP Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

BY CHR IS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 


FORT LAUDERDALE — The Tribe made a special presentation 
and gave its support toward another historical moment in Fort 
Lauderdale history on July 4. 

As many Americans celebrated the ultimate day in Patriotism, 
some of the Tribe’s citizens including members of Tribal Council and 
Board paid their respects to the late leader, activist and former Fort 
Lauderdale NAACP President Eula G. Johnson. 

In a special open house and ribbon cutting ceremony at Johnson’s 
former home, Tribal community activist Richard Osceola, Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. and Big Cypress Tribal 
Board Rep. Joe Frank helped organize a portrait gift presentation of a 
Seminole warrior entitled “Never Surrender” to be displayed in the new 
home office of the Fort Lauderdale Chapter of the NAACP. 

“I felt the picture would be the best way of showing my (and the 
Tribe’s) support in saying never give up and keep the faith,” Osceola 
said, hearing of the event through longtime friend Sherman Mosely, a 
Florida Supreme Court Circuit and County Mediator. “History is their 
story as in his-story, but the story of these folks and us (as Seminoles) 
is still being told.” 

Rep. Osceola said the experiences of African-Americans and 
Natives are still the same in many areas. 

“We (as Seminoles) share the same struggles and are striving for 
the same goals,” said Rep. Osceola. “I am very happy to assist and will 
continue to help any way I can in the future.” 

Johnson was the first African-American female president for the 
Fort Lauderdale Chapter, from 1959-1967 but to most is best known 


for helping spearhead the desegregation of Fort Lauderdale’s beaches 
in the 1960s. She passed away at the age of 94 in 2001. 

“I thought it (the event) was a very good thing,” Rep. Frank said. 
“Through some of the efforts of the NAACP, we (as Seminoles) became 
citizens of this country.” 

“I support a lot of the goals they have,” he added. 

Independence Day also marks the 50 year anniversary for Johnson, 
Dr. Von D. Mizell a local black physician, and community supporters 
as they made their famous six- week series of “wade-ins” at the then 
white-only Fort Lauderdale Beach in 1961. 

“My grandmother had a journey and was a visionary,” Gregory 
Johnson the grandson of Johnson said. “When I think of her I think of 
the fact that they (Johnson and supporters) never got to tell their story, 
we can tell it now.” 

Before the brave feats of Johnson and company, blacks were 
restricted to visiting the “colored beach,” by way of a ferry from Port 
Everglades. This land represented a one mile area of barren land on the 
northern tip of what is presently known as John U. Lloyd Beach State 
Park, located in Dania Beach. 

“I thank her (Johnson) for making a significant mark on this city,” 
said Fort Lauderdale Mayor John P. “Jack” Seiler. “As we leave here 
today let us remember to advance and move forward together and 
advance and move this city.” 

After the ceremony, guests boarded trolleys revisiting Ft. Lauderdale 
beach for a re-enactment of the wade-ins. The city of Fort Lauderdale also 
posted a historical marker at A-l-A and Las Olas Boulevard marking the 
spot where Johnson and others first led their protests. 

The new branch office is located at 1100 NW Sixth Street (also 
known as Sistrunk Blvd). 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Fort Lauderdale NAACP First Vice President Bertha Smith, second from left, joins 
Presentation Organizer Richard Osceola, left, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. 
Osceola Jr., second from right, and Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank, right, with a 
special painting by Noah Billie called “Never Surrender” as part of open house and ribbon 
cutting ceremonies held at the new Fort Lauderdale branch office of the NAACP on July 4. 


Hollywood Community Celebrates Centennial 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


From left, Hollywood Tribal Board and Council Reps. Chris Tribal youth stand ready at the starting line to participate in the 40-yard dash. The event also 
Osceola and Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. look for the winning featured T-shirts, games, bounce houses, lunch and dinner, 
numbers in a game of bingo. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Photo above, from left, Daniell Sharp, Phalyn Osceola and Savannah Huggins together as participants 
in the 18- to 35-year-old contemporary category of the women’s clothing contest as part of the 
Council and Board sponsored Hollywood Reservation centennial. 

Right photo, Charles Osceola enjoys playing in one of several bounce houses at the Hollywood 
centennial. 



Understanding Pool Water Quality 

BY NICHOLAS PERSAUD 
Environmental Health Program 

It’s all about the water! In order to make your pool look inviting, you 
need to keep the water crystal clear. Therefore you should understand 
the components that make your pool water safe and ideal for swimming. 
The components (chlorine and pH) are tested based on a part per million 
(ppm) measurement. This is the measurement of the parts of a substance in 
relation to one million parts by volume of pool water. 

During the summer months it is essential to maintain pool water 
quality. Basic routine maintenance to keep pool water crystal clear should 
include the following: 

• Vacuum daily to remove leaves, bugs and other debris 

• Clean skimmer basket 

• Clean pump trap basket 

• Backwash or remove filters from housing and hose them off every 
two weeks to keep filtering system clean 

Pool water testing is also essential. A basic pool test kit from the pool 
supply store should be sufficient for testing. 

• Take water sample for testing in an area away from the skimmer 
and the returns 

• Dip plastic vial into your pool about 1 8 inches below surface for 
about 1 0 seconds 

• Fill with pool water to the “fill” line 

• Add reagents and compare each component’s color reading to the 
color range 

Test strips can also be used as a basic indicator of water quality. Use 
the strips that show the chlorine, alkaline, pH and cyanuric acid. 

Chlorine is needed in your pool as a sanitizer to keep bacterial, 
pathogens and algae from growing in your water. Chlorine level needs 
to be at a safe range for swimming and should be monitored daily. The 
optimal chlorine test reading should be between 1.0 and 3.0 ppm. When 
using chlorine tablets, avoid inhaling or touching your eyes, keep children 
and pets away and wash hands after handling the tablets. 

The pH balance of the water impacts the effectiveness of the chlorine 
as a sanitizer and should be monitored daily. The ideal reading for pH 
is between 7.4 and 7.6 ppm. If the test reading is below 7.2 ppm then 
the water is more on the acidic side, while test reading above 7.8 ppm 
indicates the water is more on the alkaline side. An imbalance of pH can 
result in the following: 

• Burning eyes and nose 

• Dry itchy skin and scalp 

• Unclear water clarity (cloudy) 

• Algae growth 

Under these conditions, please contact your pool supply store for 
advice. Remember to have life saving equipment readily available before 
swimming. 

Please call the Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental Health Office 
at 954-985-2330 should you need more information about this subject. 


WATERMELON FEST 

From page 3A 


they competed against each other in tournament 
fashion. 

Big Cypress Councilman’s Office Compliance 
Officer Wovoka Tommie discussed how the Tribal 
departments were on board with the concept of 
combining this year’s Watermelon Festival into 
the Fourth of July celebration. 

“We don’t want to take away any events that 
we’ve had in the past,” Tommie said. “We all 
know that there was a big drought this past season; 
that’s not the best condition for watermelons to 
grow. But with that said, we wanted to celebrate 
the watermelon harvest and the Fourth of July 
celebration to make it a huge event for everyone.” 

Tommie also touched on the importance of 
keeping the Seminole culture alive, regardless 
of what community event takes place on the Big 
Cypress Reservation. 

“We’re an unconquered group of people,” 
Tommie said. “The definition of unconquered is 
to remain who you are, who you grew up with 
and what your ancestors taught you. To remain 
unconquered is to keep your tradition alive, culture 
alive, to keep your people alive and to keep your 
land. We’re all about our community, we’re not 
going to let that slip away and we’re here to stay.” 

For Andrews, her thoughts were with cousin and 
U.S. Military soldier Sgt. Gabriel Coppedge on the 


Fourth of July. He is currently the only Tribal citizen 
who is enlisted in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

“The Fourth of July did not mean to me as 
much as it should have,” Andrews said. “But 
now that I have my first cousin (Sgt. Gabrielle 
Coppedge) fighting for our country, this day means 
a whole lot more to me. He is one of the reasons 
our country will stay free.” 

Andrews offered some parting thoughts of the 
entire holiday-themed spectacle. 

“The overall impression was good,” Andrews 
said. “I believe that Big Cypress Council and 
Recreation had done a great job with getting it all 
worked out; kudos to them. I also would like to 
say kudos to all the other departments for doing 
their part as well.” 

Since 2005, the Big Cypress Community 
has held its annual Watermelon Festival to mark 
the conclusion of the watermelon harvest, which 
typically ends between mid- April and mid-May. 
More than 200 watermelons were on display at 
this year’s festival. 

The Watermelon Festival was held in the 
month of May for the past few years, while the 
Fourth of July celebration would take place on the 
holiday weekend. 

Meanwhile, the Fourth of July celebration 
in Big Cypress is usually geared toward having 
a festival of this magnitude and to conclude the 
holiday with a fireworks display. That spectacle 
occurred on the night of July 4 at the Big Cypress 
Bingo Hall facility. 



Naji Tobias 

From left, in the 55-and-up senior category, Susie Jumper, Violet Jim and Mable Jim are in fierce competition 
against each other in their quest to be the first one to finish eating the watermelon slices administered to them, 
as Mable Jim comes out on top. 
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Jared Mclnturff, 10, plays a game of archery at the Big 
Cypress Administrative Services booth. 
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It’s a close race between Virginia Tommie, left, and Louise Osceola in the 
55-and-up senior category of the watermelon holding race. Osceola edges 
Tommie for first place as they both cross the finish line. 
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Ricky Doctor, right, aims for his target in the Fourth of July Horseshoe 
Tournament, with Rudy Osceola looking on. 
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Keaton Billie, 6, enjoys his experience on the Euro Bungy 
jumper. 
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Elaine Aguilar Retires After 27 Years of Tribal Service 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 


IMMOKALEE — In order to accommodate the vast number of 
people wishing to acknowledge Elaine Aguilar's years of service to the 
Seminole Tribe, two banquets were held in her honor. Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger and her co-workers sponsored the first luncheon at noon 
on June 20 and her family and friends hosted the second dinner on the 
evening of June 24. The Immokalee Gym was filled to capacity for both 
occasions. 

Born in the woods behind a Seminole camp in Clewiston, Elaine 
Aguilar was the second child of Lucy John. Her early years were spent 
traveling with her mother wherever she could find work, but her permanent 
childhood home was a camp in Big Cypress near the current location of 
the RV Park. 

Aguilar attended the public school in Clewiston through the ninth 
grade and then quit to join the workforce that sustained her family. In 
later years she frequently told the Tribal youngsters that education is an 
important asset no one can take away from you. Heeding her own advice, 
she returned to the books to obtain her GED. 

Around 1965 Lucy John, Mary Watts Billie, Alice Osceola, Lena Frank 
and Jack Motlow's family established a camp in Immokalee near the curve 
on SR-29. Their goal was to bring their families closer to public schools and 
year round employment in the agricultural community. She considered this her 
home even after starting her own family and moving to LaBelle. 

Officially Aguilar's Tribal career began when she took a part-time 
job with Education in 1984. However, her service to the Immokalee 
Community really started around 1969 when the Immokalee camp moved 



Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman recognizes Pedro Aguilar 
Sr. for his years of service at the B.C. Hot Meals. 


to a piece of land dedicated for their permanent use on Stockade Road. 
Taking the back seat out of her car, she helped cut cabbage fans and build 
chickees for what would become the Immokalee Reservation. 

As the Reservation grew, Aguilar took on additional responsibilities 
with Community Care for the Elderly, Community Action Agency, 
Community Health Representative, Immokalee Board Representative and 
Immokalee Council Liaison. 

During the opening presentation at the noon luncheon, Big Cypress 
Council Rep. Mondo Tiger awarded Elaine Aguilar a gold bracelet for her 
commitment to her community and the Seminole Tribe. Past Immokalee 
Board Rep. Delores Jumper provided a brief review of Aguilar's contributions 
to the Community as a representative, community member and friend. 

Tribal members from all across South Florida applauded when Secretary 
Priscilla Sayen presented Aguilar with a Council Oak Plaque recognizing her 
service from 1984 to 2011 during the evening appreciation dinner. 

Wrapping Elaine in a handmade red patchwork quilt, Wanda Bowers 
said, "This signifies the warmth and compassion that she has shared with 
her people. We are all one family striving for one common cause and she 
has done her share to insure a future for the Tribe." 

Acting on behalf of the Immokalee Reservation employees, Maria 
Billie thanked Aguilar for her compassion, understanding and fairness as 
overseer of the daily operations and administration of her office. She said, 
"Elaine made each of us feel like a member of the community and extended 
family. It gave us purpose and inspiration as we worked beside her." 

As the microphone was passed throughout the assemblies, a chorus 
of praise and accomplishments highlighted the guest of honor's career. 
Among her greatest attributes was the ability to see everyone as an equal 
regardless of their condition in life. Tribal leaders, members, pastors, 
family and friends acknowledged the devotion of a Tribal icon who will 
always hold a special place in their hearts. 

Speaking on behalf of the Immokalee elders, their mothers and 
grandmothers who envisioned a dream, Linda Beletso said, "You answered 
our prayers when you brought us a church and helped shape a future for our 
descendants. We will be forever grateful." 

Paul "Cowbone" Buster offered entertainment for the evening and 
serenaded the Aguilars with old time gospel favorites. With five religious 
leaders present, Buster led the group in prayer and thanked God for the 
miracles that he has performed: "Life is precious, it is like a shadow. 
Respect and pray for each other. We are all one big family and God has 
truly blessed us. Let us preserve our heritage and carry on his good works." 

Past Big Cypress Rep. David Cypress summed it up when he said, 
"Elaine Aguilar has been the heart and soul of her community and there 
are not enough words to thank her for everything that she has done. She is 
our sister by blood, clan and compassionate example and our thanks come 
from the bottom of our hearts." 

Filled with emotion, Aguilar responded, "I can't thank all of you 
enough for your kind words. However, what I really appreciate is your 
giving me this opportunity to thank you for trusting and believing in me. In 
my heart I feel that all of you are my family and I have found the strength 
from you to do the job that you have entrusted to me." 

"My mother always said to treat people as you would want to be 
treated and she opened her heart to everyone unconditionally," continued 
Aguilar. "Mom had little feet and even though mine are huge, I don't think 
that in a lifetime I will ever be able to fill her shoes." 



Judy Weeks 

Priscilla Sayen, right, watches as Wanda Bowers, left, ceremoniously wraps 
Elaine Aguilar in a quilt signifying the warmth of love and compassion she has 
shared with her people. 


In conclusion she said, "Looking back I realize that I couldn't have 
worked for you, if it hadn't been for the tremendous support of my husband, 
Pete, and our wonderful children. We are a close family and they have each 
contributed to making it possible for me to devote so much time to my job. 
Pete worked tirelessly as an agricultural crew leader, grove foreman and 
most recently retired from assisting at the Big Cypress Senior Center. We 
look forward to spending our retirement together and enjoying our family." 



Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Mondo Tiger presented Elaine Aguilar with a gold bracelet 
in recognition of her many years of service to the members of the Seminole Tribe. 
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Here’s a look at the nine-foot tall cellular phone tower at the Ceremonial Grounds 
station of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk, complete with a built-in 
stanchion and a solar panel at the top. The panels are said to be most effective 
in sunlight. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Makes Safety Improvements to its Boardwalk 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk has 
been a staple of the Tribal facility ever since its 1997 grand opening. 

Now 14 years old, it has been undergoing a not-so-subtle renovation 
that paves the way for technological and safety enhancements of its well- 
regarded structure. 

Citing potential concerns for safety and past injuries, Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum officials recently hired a contractor with RATH, a company 
that specializes in the installation of its own solar-powered cellular phone 
towers. The nine-foot tall structures, erected at three strategically-placed 
locations on the approximately mile-long boardwalk, are highlighted by a 
solar panel at the tower’s top. 

The towers, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum officials said, were built to 
eliminate the need for any cords or power lines. It was primarily designed 
with the patrons’ safety in mind, as guests are now able to simply push a 
button at any one of the three towers if they want to reach any Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum security officer for assistance on the boardwalk. 

The phone towers are made up of metal device, known as a stanchion. 
Concrete pillars were constructed to be at about four feet above ground - 
the height where the boardwalk’s walkway is built from. With the emphasis 
on aesthetics and safety, the stanchions were mounted to the concrete pillars 
and had to be free standing, according to code enforcement rules. 

With the boardwalk broken into 53 total parts - each area part is 
measured at approximately 100 feet in length - the towers have been 
erected in the following locations: 

Area 14 (West Side) - Clan Pavilion 
Area 28 (Back Side) - Ceremonial Grounds 
Area 41 (East Side) 

“In the past, we’ve had some people get out there with a twisted ankle 
or get caught in a thunderstorm,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Operations 
Manager Gene Davis said. “If someone has an emergency, they’ll be able to 
get us to respond pretty quickly. All they have to do is stay at their location 
and we’ll get someone to reach them.” 

The safety device is deemed to be ADA-compliant, according to Davis. 

“Somebody in a wheelchair or a disabled individual can get up to it 
and use it (the cellular tower’s push button) without assistance,” Davis said. 
“We consider it to be a great user-friendly device for our visitors.” 

As for the appeal of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk, the 
handrails have been revamped for the purpose of making the structure safer 
and more aesthetically friendly for the guests. 

To greatly reduce or eliminate the possibility of guests suffering finger 
and hand injuries from wood splinters on the handrails, the wood has been 


replaced by a synthetic material called Moisture Shield, according to Davis. 
It’s a plastic device that is designed to keep the handrails from cracks, 
warps and splints. 

Davis said the handrail replacement, part of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum’s ongoing maintenance program, is also environmentally- friendly, 
as it is made to be mildew-resistant. 

“It’s the result of our goal to go ‘green’ as much as possible,” Davis 
said. “It was a need that turned into a project we did some research on.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director Anne McCudden commented on the 
improvements made to the boardwalk. 

“People really enjoy the physical property of the museum and they 
really love the boardwalk,” McCudden said. “As much it might not seem 
important to some people, we have to pay attention to all the details. We 
want to keep the area aesthetically pleasing to our guests and continue 
giving them a beautiful structure to visit.” 
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Big Cypress Tribal citizen George Billie, left, and Pedro Zepeda, right, take a look 
and touch the renovated handrails on the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s boardwalk on 
June 27. Zepeda said the handrail improvements will give patrons more of a “safety 
net” to work with, thus making for perhaps a splinter-free experience. 


4-H Members Enjoy Special Fun Day at Immokalee Seminole Ranch 
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Immokalee Seminole 4-H Coordinator Melonie Hamlett, center, said, “Participation in the Fun 
Day by all of the Tribal Departments showed the support from the Reservation to the kids of our 
community and we are grateful to the Immokalee Seminole Casino for providing a terrific lunch.” 
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Photo above, brothers Kyle and Alphonso Alvarado cool off in the super Slip ( N’ Slide at the 
Immokalee 4-H Fun Day on July 13. 

Right photo, Haley Hollaway samples a snow cone from the multitude of treats provided by 
each of the Reservation Departments for the Immokalee 4-H Fun Day. 
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Immokalee Block Party Focuses on Families 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — A community block party 
drew the residents of Immokalee from their homes 
and into the street for a family style get together on the 
evening of June 20. 

An afternoon rain storm didn’t dampen spirits. The 
participants enjoyed the cooling effect that the rain had 
on a lazy summer evening. A large tent blocked off 
the street extension connecting Ethel Frank Court and 
John Jimmie Boulevard and created a staging area for 
the event. 

"Our theme of ’Dancing in the Streets’ was 
designed to promote family togetherness and sober 
celebrations," said Immokalee Family Services Site 
Supervisor Billie Napper-Bodway. "The strength 
of this reservation is the ability of the residents and 
employees to pull together as a team and they did an 
awesome job. Each of the departments contributed 
food and drink donations along with decorations, game 
plans and prizes. With community support, success 


was inevitable." 

A continuous crowd of young people surrounded 
the Fitness Wheel hoping for a spin that would win 
them something from the wonderful stack of prizes. 

This year’s bright yellow T-shirts transformed 
the crowd into a sea of waving sunflowers as they 
danced and swayed to the musical classics. The disk 
jockey frequently changed the repertoire and was 
quick to respond to personal requests that were made 
throughout the evening. 

A professional guru, the disk jockey joined the 
group to lead off the Cha-Cha-Slide, Chicken Dance, 
Cotton-Eye Joe and the Hula Hoop Contest. The 
younger generation vied for opportunities to take 
over the microphone and serenade their audience. 
Everybody was a winner in the dance and singing 
contests. 

"This community is in love with life," said Abuse 
Prevention Specialist Fred Mullins. "They are proof 
that it is great to be drug and alcohol free as they get 
high on their own enthusiasm." 
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Children gather around Dennis Gonzales and Liz Pickering of Recreation and 
Fitness for a chance to win prizes with a spin of the Fitness Wheel during 
Immokalee’s Community Block Party on June 20. 
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Hula-Hoop champion Raymond James 
Mora puts a new spin on Dancing in the 
Street. 


Plastic Water Bottles: Facts and 
Measures that Protect the Environment 


BY THE ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

The Environmental Resource Management 
Department (ERMD) was created in 1987 by the 
Tribal Council of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
to protect and evaluate the Tribes land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the Seminole Water 
Commission which was created in 1989 by the Tribal 
Council The Commission , with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to protect the quality 
of surface water within the boundaries of the Tribe s 
reservations. ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and Community Planning 
and Development and works with Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. in the development and management of 
tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education 
and dissemination of information that aims to 
environmental compliance, ERMD will publish a 
series of articles that inform and educate the Seminole 
community and citizens in general about common 
practices that can potentially harm our environment 
and alternative practices that can minimize or prevent 
the adverse impacts to our health and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, comments and 
questions. Please send them to isidroduque@semtribe. 
com or contact us at (954) 965-4380 

The following article about plastic water bottles 
is the third article in our series. 

Many people love the convenience that plastic 
water bottles can offer for a person on the go. 
However, this convenience comes at a cost to your 
health and the environment. Initial environmental 
impacts can be identified at the source, where local 
streams and underground aquifers become depleted 
by the excessive withdrawal of water from the bottled 
water industry. Additional pollution is inevitable with 
the increase use of bottled water, from manufacturing, 
packaging, storing and shipping to the end use by the 
consumer. The United States is the largest consumer 
of water bottles in the world, adding approximately 29 
billion water bottles to the problem each year. 

Mostly all plastic water bottles are manufactured 
from polyethylene terephthalate (PET) and in order 
to meet the high demand of plastic water bottles, 


manufactures utilize 17 million barrels of crude oil. 
This is enough oil to fuel a million cars for 12 months. 
To put this large quantity of oil in perspective you 
can think of filling a water bottle up a quarter of the 
way with oil; that’s about how much oil was needed 
to produce that single plastic bottle. Additional 
economic and environmental costs are associated with 
the packaging, storing and shipping of bottled water. 

Pollution of plastics within the environment are 
produced with the improper disposal of plastic water 
bottles by the consumer. Nationally, only 10 percent 
of plastic water bottles are recycled; 90 percent end up 
as either garbage or liter. When plastics break down 
they don’t biodegrade they photodegrade. This means 
that the plastic water bottle material breaks down into 
smaller pieces but never disappears completely. Small 
particles of plastics readily absorbed pre-exciting 
organic pollutants including Bisphenol A (BPA) and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). These plastic 
particles contaminate soil, waterways and animals 
upon ingestion. 

Now that you know the facts about manufacturing 
and pollution caused by plastic water bottles you may 
wonder why more people don’t drink water from the 
tap. It is a common misconception that bottled water is 
cleaner and healthier for you. However in comparison 
to bottled water, tap water is often subject to more 
stringent regulations and testing than bottled water. 
A four-year review of the bottled water industry was 
performed by the National Resource Defense Council 
(NRDC) and independently tested the water quality 
of over 1,000 bottles of water. Their conclusions of 
the study indicated that there is no assurance that just 
because water is bottled it is cleaner or safer than tap 
water. 

In fact, approximately 25 percent or more of the 
bottled water tested is really tap water in a bottle with no 
additional treatment. Plastic bottles themselves may be 
the source of decreased water quality as the chemicals 
in the plastic bottles may leach into the water. Tap water 
is a cleaner and healthier choice when compared to 
bottled water and is also a fraction of the cost. In order to 
decrease the use of bottled water in your homes ERMD 
recommends the use of glass or steel reusable bottles. If 
plastic water bottles are used please remember to recycle. 
Additional questions regarding water quality may be 
directed to the ERMD office. 


TAMPA PARTY 

From page 3A 


from a giant casino to Wal-Mart World!” 

Not so, says Liaison Henry, waving his arm out 
over the scope of the property: “The great majority 
of this land will stay exactly as it is now. We will 
only take a small part for our individual homes and a 
Tribal headquarters - necessary development.” Henry 
arranged for a swamp buggy tour of the terrain for 
Cook and his family. 

Over 100 Tribal citizens of all ages showed up 
for the Saturday afternoon events, which included 
paintball wars, giant rolling balls, a bubble bath pool 
and soccer and football contests for the kids, as well 
as an hours-long raffle for the adults. A large tent and 
ample refreshments kept the searing Florida heat at bay. 
Country music from a deejay and a wonderful catered 
meal squared off the party. 

“It will be fun getting back together, all of us, in 
one village,” said Bobby Henry, the erstwhile Tribal 
rainmaker. Henry recalled back in 1979 when Tribal 
Chairman James E. Billie asked if he would move his 
family to live on the brand new Tampa Reservation. 
“I said, ‘Sure!’ All 17 of us came down here and we 
started building chickees.” 

It was pointed out that the original 1 7 has grown 
to more than 120. “We’ve been busy,” laughed Bobby 
Henry, one of the finest traditional craftsmen in 
Seminole history. “And now we got a lot more chickees 
to build.” 



Peter Gallagher 

Children, suds and water add up to Fourth of July fun in the 
Polk County, Fla., heat. 
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It was Curtis Motlow’s lucky day! He won the month’s (week’s?) supply of toilet paper at the Tampa Fourth of July raffle! 



More photos from Immokalee’s Fourth of July Celebration 
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Jailee Yzaguirre, Haley Holloway, Shyanna Escobar, Ava Nunez 
and Jaycee Dimas were bounce house buddies at the Immokalee 
4th of July Celebration. 
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Learning to swim is easy for Blake Osceola in the water 
park kiddie pool in Immokalee. 


Okalee Village Celebrates Hollywood 
Centennial with Pow-Wow 



The Hollywood Tribal 
preschoolers and 
staff recite the Tribal 
Pledge of Allegiance 
during the Grand Entry 
ceremonies of the 
Hollywood centennial 
Pow-Wow held at 
the Seminole Okalee 
Indian Village July 1-3. 
The three-day event 
featured dancers from 
the U.S. and Canada, 
a wildlife show, 
traditional Seminole 
arts and crafts, 
foods and a special 
appearance by Tribal 
officials. 

Chris C. Jenkins 
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Tribal Chairman James E. Billie welcomes special guests From left, Tribal citizens Wanda Bowers and daughter 
and dignitaries to the opening day of the Pow-Wow. Christine McCall participate in a special welcoming ceremony 

during the Pow-Wow. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITV OF THE KNVIRONMKNTAI. ASSESSMENT AND 
riNDINC OF r NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs (BLA) 

ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA) 


SUMMARY: The Durczm of Indian Affairs (B1A) is iKsuin^ u Findiji^ oTNo Sii<]iirica[il Impucl 
(FONSI ) for approving the construction and lease of a home on trust properly for Ronnie 
Jimmie. The approximately 1.5 acre lot is located on SW Canal Street at Township 48 South. 
Range 33 East, Section 24, Hendry County, Florida, which is located on the Semi Pole Trihe of 
Florida’s Bit* Cypi^ss Reservation. The BJA has approved and adopLed the Environmental 
Assessment (EA), dated May 201 1* prepared by Lhe Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental 
Resource Management Ucpartmcni and entitled "Ronnie Jimmie Proposed Ixast. Seminole 
Tribe of Florida^ Rig Cypress Reservation. Hendry County, Florida”, This EA has been adopted 
and I'ON S 1 issued fat the approval of the home construction and lease of trust lands in 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEFA) of 1969* 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the EA and FONS1 lor the Federal action 
of approving, the proposed home construction and lease of trust properly are available for public 
review. The EJ1A has approved and adopted the above referenced EA which addressed I his 
proposal. The FONSl determination was based on review and analysis of the- information m the 
EA, Rased on Ihc FA, it has been determined that the action will not result in significant impacts 
to the quality of the human environment, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required. You may obtain a copy of the EA and FONSl from the BIA Eastern Regional Office or 
ihe Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, G3G5 
Tafl Street, Suite 3008, Hollywood* FL 33024*. telephone (954) 965-4380- 

APPEALS: “‘This FONSl is a finding on environ menial effects* not a decision to proceed with 
tin action, therefore cannot be appealed . 25 C.F.k. Part 2*7 requires a 30 day appeal period alter 
the decision to proceed with the action is made before the action may be implemented. Appeal 
information will be made publicly available when the decision to proceed is made," 

For further Information please contact Kurt <3. CThandtcr, Regional Environmental Scientist* 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastern Regional Office, 545 Marriott Drive, Suite 700, Nashville, TN 
372 14, telephone (615) 564-GB32. 




Superintendent, Sen it note Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 


Date: 
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Country Star John Anderson Welcomes New Seminole Leaders at Big Cypress Concert 



Peter Gallagher 

Seminole musician Kowoko Billie shows John Anderson a few licks on the 
ukulele. 



Peter Gallagher 

The Jim Billie Clan gathered at the Swamp Water Cafe and posed for a photo 
with John Anderson after the show. 


BY PETE R GALLA GHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS - Country music superstar John Anderson has never 
forgotten how important the Seminole Indians have been for his career. In 
1992, with his Hall of Fame career on the skids, the Apopka native said 
“I went back to my roots,” spending time with his Seminole friends out 
on the Big Cypress Reservation, hunting and playing his guitar around the 
campfire at Billie Swamp Safari. 

There the distinctive song stylist gained the inspiration for his mega 
hit “Seminole Wind,” a song, album and video, which catapulted Anderson 
back to the top of the charts and granted him a statesman status right up with 
the likes of Hank Williams and Johnny Cash. 

“All I wanted to do was write a song about Florida,” he told a small 
gathering of fans at the Swamp Water Cafe, out at Big Cypress, recently. 
“When we came up with Seminole Wind we knew we achieved our goal . . 

. and got a hit record at the same time!” 

Anderson, buoyed by the news that his longtime pal Chief Jim Billie 
had returned to the Chairmanship of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, grabbed 
his guitar and fiddle player Joe Spivey and drove unannounced to Florida 
from Nashville on June 12 to personally congratulate the latest squad of 
Tribal leaders. 
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Old friends: John Anderson, Bobby Henry and Joe Spivey in their Seminole garb. 


“I felt like I wanted to do something special for Jim Billie, Mondo and 
all the others,” he said. “They’ve all done so much for me.” 

Anderson pulled his van into Big Cypress, where he had resurrected 
his career so many years ago. An impromptu concert was scheduled; 
attendees included Chairman Billie, Big Cypress Councilman Mondo Tiger, 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and anyone who had access to the last- 
minute, word-of-mouth “grapevine.” 

“The Human Jukebox” Raiford Starke set up a small sound system 
in the back of the restaurant and played a few opening tunes, providing a 
startling imitation of Anderson’s distinctive voice on one song that brought 
loud applause from the country star. 

Cameras flashed throughout John Anderson’s 75 -minute set, which 
included all of his hit songs, sung sparsely (with just the one accompanist) 
but powerfully in the stone quiet intimate room. Anderson paid heartfelt 
tribute, several times, to his Seminole friends and fans, thanking them for 
“all your support of me and my music. I could not have accomplished so 
much without you.” 

The cameras continued flashing long after the show ended, with folks 
lining up for photographs with, and/or autographs from, their favorite 
country singer. Both Anderson and Spivey stayed late into the night, at one 
point giving lessons to talented Kowoko Billie, a son of the Chairman and a 
near- virtuoso on the ukulele, in his own right. 
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“Blow blow Seminole Wind,” sings songwriter John Anderson, as fiddler Joe Spivey 
plays the familiar refrain known the world over. 



More photos from Fourth of July in Brighton 
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Photo above, Gary Sampson goes glasses deep into his plate to win the pie eating 
during Brighton’s Fourth of July celebration July 4 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. 
Center photo, Elle Thomas keeps coordination as she hops through the obstacle 
course hoops. 


Sisters Amanda Smith, left, and Brittany Smith pull as hard as they can to make it all the way 
to the tug-of-war finals 
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Keenan Jones uses all of his strength to push the 80-pound 
weight past the line. 


Deliah Carrillo gets air as she leaps over the barrel during 
one of the Brighton Fourth of July obstacle courses. 


Photo extra from Edward Aguilar's Community Appreciation Dinner 
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Edward Aguilar and his parents Elaine and Pedro Aguilar Sr. thank Linda Beletso, Rachel Billie and 
Mary Sanchez for their endless prayers and support. 


Naples Community Ends School 
Year with a Beach Party 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Connie Slavik and her daughter Nicole push off from the 
beach to try out their kayaking skills. 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Pedro Zepeda takes his young son Kyle on his first trip to 
the beach with the Naples Community on June 10 at Delnor 
Wiggins Pass State Park. 



Eliska Slavik, Nicole 
Slavik and Serena Zepeda 
dry off in the shade of 
the mangroves at Delnor 
Wiggins Pass State Park 
in Naples while they wait 
for their picnic lunch to 
come off the grill. They 
were among approximately 
30 Naples community 
members who attended the 
end of the school year beach 
party on June 10. Naples 
community members took 
part in a variety of activities 
that included swimming, 
volleyball, shelling and 
sandcastle building during 
their annual beach outing. 

Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 
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2011 Seminole Indian 4-Hers attended a year-end banquet at the Seminole Casino Immokalee on June 28. 


Judy Weeks 



Judy Weeks 


Dionne Smedley, right, awards Jessica Lopez, center, and Ty Huff as graduating 
seniors. 



Judy Weeks 

Seminole Indian 4-H Coordinator Polly Hayes 
congratulates the 2011 4-Hers and her staff. 


2011 Seminole Indian 4-H Season Concludes with Banquet in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The Seminole Indian 4-H concluded its 2011 season with a 
banquet in the entertainment pavilion of the Seminole Casino Immokalee on June 28. The 
event focused on recognition of the responsibility, dedication and personal growth of its 
participants. 

"A great deal of effort goes into raising a livestock project,” said Seminole 4-H 
Coordinator Polly Hayes. ”It means shouldering a lot of responsibility and commitment 
by other family members. I am extremely proud of all the youngsters that participated in 
the 2011 4-H season and want to acknowledge their hard work, diligence and positive 
attitude." 

Since the beginning of the Seminole 4-H more than 50 years ago, the program has 
seen enormous growth. Hayes acknowledged that the backbone of its success lies in 
the competent hands of the 4-H staff from each of the reservations and their ability to 
coordinate local family cooperation. 

"Our rotation schedule brought this year's banquet to Immokalee, and I want to 
congratulate our Immokalee 4-H Assistant Melonie Hamlett on the tremendous job that 
she has done," said Hayes. "All of our leaders have given 100 percent to the program, 
and I want to take this opportunity to recognize the other members of my staff of Dionne 
Smedley, Donald Hayes, Emma Urbina, Michael Bond, Dallas Nunez, Yolanda Gore and 
Big Cypress Leaders Toi Andrews and Crystal Wilcox.” 

Guest speakers Immokalee Board Rep. Dorothy Scheffler and Collier County 4-H 
Extension Agent Tish Roland, who congratulated this year's 4-Hers and emphasized 
the impact that they can make throughout their community. Respecting others, exerting 


positive peer pressure and being examples of responsibility and commitment can go a long 
way toward shaping the future. 

"Pat yourselves on the back for having completed a great year and look forward to 
the next one," said Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. "You can learn a lot 
from the 4-H Program and carry it with you into the future. Dedication, responsibility and 
commitment build strength and purpose." 

Presenting plaques to the cattle and swine producers, the 4-Hers recognized that 
a successful project gets its beginning from a quality foundation. This year's Grand 
Champion Steer came from the herd of Scotty Baxley and the Reserve Grand Champion 
belonged to Josh Jumper. Both Swine Champions were a product of Dale McQuillen. 

Special recognition was given to the graduating seniors: Ty Huff, Jessica Lopez, 
Ashton Baxley, Preston Smith, Quinton Smith and Justin Roff. 

"I want to extend an invitation to all of our graduating seniors to return and share 
their experiences," said Small Animal Leader Emma Urbina. "I started in 4-H with sewing 
projects, small animals, swine and steers. Today I hold a job in the cattle industry. I am 
raising a family in 4-H and committed to helping the next generation achieve their goals. 
My husband Jessie works with the Swine projects. 4-H helps build strong families and 
communities." 

The 4-H assistants made the presentation of awards for the Steer, Swine and Small 
Animal Projects. Each reservation elects club officers and they were recognized for the 
important role that they play in a successful 4-H season. 

During the final countdown, all of the 4-Hers were acknowledged according to the 
number of years they had participated in the program. They each received their certificates, 
proceeds from the sale of their livestock, their graded record books and a 4-H T-shirt. 
Trophies were presented to the small animal owners. 


Miami Food Truck Rally Begins Tradition at Seminole Hard Rock 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Local patrons talk under the stars while enjoying the Adam Sandler/Drew 
Barrymore hit ( 50 First Dates.’ 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal elder Jimmie Hank Osceola, seated right, relaxes with fellow friends and 
patrons before movie time. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Patrons stand in line at one of 20 varieties of food trucks during the Miami Food 
Truck Rally/movie night at the Hard Rock Seminole Paradise valet parking lot on 
June 16. The new tradition in entertainment was introduced by Tribal citizen Jimmie 
‘Jimbo’ Osceola targeting families of Broward, Dade and surrounding counties and 
will run every week on Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. through August and will 
also feature alcoholic beverages and seating. 



Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

Kaley Zepeda puts on her red, white and blue to O.B. Osceola III helps his sister, Bryce, blow up balloons for the Juanita Osceola Center 
celebrate Independence Day. Fourth of July float. 


More photos from the Naples July 4th parade 



Judy Weeks 

The Juanita Osceola Center in Naples sponsored a float in the annual City of Naples Fourth of July Parade 
from which the community members showered the spectators with candy. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OFTIIE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
FINDINO OK NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 



AGENCY: 

ACTION: 


Bureau o l‘ Indian AfTairs (RIA.) 
Notice of Availability ( N O A ) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs (RIA) has issued a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) for approving llie construction and lease of a home on trust property for Norman Rillic, 
'flic approximately 1.5 acre lot is located at 30060 Lost Cowbonc Island Road. Rig C*ypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation (BCSIR), in Hendry County. Florida (Township 48 South. Range 
33 Fast. Section IO). Tlte RIA has approved and adopted the Environmental Assessment (EA). 
dated May 201 1. prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida Environmental Resource 
Management Department and entitled “Nonnan Rillic Proposed Lease. Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. Rig C'ypress Reservation. Hendry Couniy. Florida”. This EA has been adopted and 
FONSI issued for the approval of the home construction and lease of trust lands in compliance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NI-PA) of I ‘J6 1 ). 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the EA and FONSI Tor the Federal action 
of approving the proposed home construction and lease of trust property arc available for public 
review. The RIA has approved and adopted tlie above referenced E A which addressed this 
proposal. Fhe FONSI determination was based on review and analysis of the information in the 
EA Rased on the EA. it has been determined Ihul the action will not result in significant impacts 
lo the quality of the human environment, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required- You may obtain a copy of the EA and l-ONSI from the RIA Eastern Regional Office or 
the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 6365 
Taft Street. Suite 3008. Hollywood. FL 33024. telephone (95 4) 905-4380. 

APPEALS: “This FONSI is-a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with 
an action, therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C.F.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period nflcr 
the decision to proceed with the action is made before the action may be implemented. Appeal 
information will be made publicly available when the decision to proceed is made.*' 

For further information please contact Kurt O. Chandler. Regional Environmental Scientist. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Eastern Regional Office. 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville, I'N 
372 14, telephone (615) 504-0832. 
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Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully fteating... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Pain 

' Headaches , 

• Leg & Arm Pain f 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Plain 

• Auto Accident Pain 

We accept your insurance plan, FFO's, 
FOS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



VBEE SPINAL EXj\]u 

1 se CONSULTATION 1 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

^ _ ($150 Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. * Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

{Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 


Tori Osceola and Julian Billie practice their anchoring skills for The Seminole 
Channel ‘Takeover’ Show. 



Aimee Hoyt 

Y.M.P.W. participants pose with guest speaker and NBA Champion 
Alonzo Mourning after he delivered words of encouragement, about the 
importance of continued education on July 13. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


SMP staff member Ryan Watson teaches Y.M.P.W. students how to operate a Broadcast 
DV Camera. 


Tribal Youth Take Over Seminole Channel?! 


Alpha Reds Produce Music Video for Battiest 
Brothers’ Hit Single The Storm’ 


BY JULIAN BILLIE, DEIDRA HALL, VICTORIA LACEY, KAYLAN 

OSCEOLA, JORI OSCEOLA AND TALON YOUNGMAN 

Y.M.P.W. Participants 

HOLLYWOOD — The Native Productions 
group got a chance to have fun learning and 
experiencing what it takes to create a news broadcast, 
replacing the original Seminole Channel hosts Briana 
D’ Andrea and Everett Osceola. 

During the week of July 10-16, Julian Billie, 
Deidra Hall, Victoria Lacey, Kaylan Osceola, Tori 
Osceola and Talon Youngman had a chance to receive 
a crash course in broadcasting at SMP’s Youth Media 
Production Workshop. 

Filmed in the Hollywood Headquarters 
auditorium, instructors taught the fundamentals of 
filming a news segment. 

“The making of the show itself was a great 
opportunity to become comfortable and calm during 
filming,” said Tori, who became a co-host along with 
Julian. 

Instructor Everett Osceola said he felt relieved 
to have the participants take over his job as it showed 
that the youth are interested in the media field. 

While some participants found their niche in 


the industry, others were just glad to share in the 
experience with one another. 

“The one thing I liked the most out of the whole 
experience was how interested everyone was in the 
whole workshop. I enjoyed helping film, as well as 
editing what we filmed and making it a whole news 
segment. I admit, editing the reels was my favorite 
part of the whole workshop. I hope to see the same 
groups and more come and participate next year.” 
said Victoria Lacey. 

Special features of the workshop this year were 
an exclusive visit and tour of NBC6 in Miramar and a 
surprise visit from former Miami Heat player Alonzo 
Mourning. Mourning spoke about his struggles and 
successes, and also how no matter what someone 
says, you should always keep your head up and do 
what it is you’re best at. 

“I really liked how they kept us busy — if that 
meant viewing the cameras, listening to the audio 
or watching the setups — everyone was always 
involved,” said participant Deidra. 

Their jam-packed week also included bowling at 
SpareZ, playing games at Dave & Buster’s, indoor 
carting at Xtreme Karting and attending a Rihanna 
concert at the Bank Atlantic Center. 


BY TURQUOISE BATTIEST, ALISIA BILLIE, TATIANA HERRERA, 
LE’ANDREA MORA AND PRESTON OSCEOLA 
Y.M.P.W. Participants 

HOLLYWOOD — Five lucky Tribal youth 
participated in SMP’s Youth Media Production 
Workshop during July 10-16 to learn the ins and 
outs of the journalism and media industries, all while 
producing a music video for Spencer and Zachary 
“Doc” Battiest. 

Comprised of Alisia Billie, Turquoise Battiest, 
Tatiana Herrera, Le’ Andrea Mora and Preston 
Osceola, the Alpha Reds joined a team of instructors 
for their week-long assignment showcasing the Tribal 
musical duo’s single, “The Storm.” 

“I came to learn about what it takes to make a 
music video,” said Preston. 

Other group members attended in hopes of 
pursuing a career in the media industry. 

“I just want to be a camera operator because it’s 
really fun,” Turquoise said about her possible future 
career. 


Aside from learning how to operate cameras 
supplied by SMP and work the Red One camera, the 
students learned the importance of building a working 
relationship with the directors and the cast. Students 
even played the role of wardrobe designers for the 
brothers. 

Director of photography Clint Childers said 
he enjoyed using all of the different setups, which 
included filming on the Big Cypress Reservation, 
under the famed Council Oak tree and at Paradise 
Live at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in 
Hollywood. 

After two days of filming, the Alpha Reds and 
instructors came to SMP to learn how to edit. While 
the group found editing to be challenging, they 
worked together with their instructors to create a 
successful music video. 

The young entrepreneurs presented their 
completed video to family and friends at the Tribal 
Headquarters auditorium on the final day of the 
workshop. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The week kicked off with a behind-the-scenes tour of the operations and live taping at The NBC-6 Studio in Miramar, Fla. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Co-Anchors Briana D’Andrea and Everett Osceola mentor participants for The 2011 Youth Media Production Workshop. 



Talon Youngman delivers sports & travel in The Seminole Channel ‘Takeover’ Show. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



YOU! 


Seminole Media Productions would m 
to cordially thank everyone 
The Youth Media Production Worksh 
continued success. A special thank y< 

goes out to The Seminole Tribe of 

Florida’s Council and Board for them 
continued support. We appreciate all 


Youth Media Production Workshop 


Coconut Creek Casino Hosts 100th Celebration Demos 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Victoria Lacey works on a custom beaded bracelet as James Holt of the Okalee Village, left, talks specifics about a baby alligator 
part of several craft demonstrations. on display with a patron outside of the Sunset Grill restaurant celebrating the 

Hollywood 100th anniversary at the Coconut Creek Casino on June 28. 


Hard Rock Beer-B-Que Festival is a Hit 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Long-time popular rock band Seven Mary Three (or 7M3) performs on stage for guests as part of the inaugural 
Beer-B-Que festival held at the Hard Rock valet parking lot July 3. The event welcomed hundreds of Broward 
and Dade county patrons for beer and alcohol sampling, food, music and a fireworks demonstration during 
the Independence Day weekend. 
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EDITORIAL 



• Stephen D. Bowers 

L et’s cut to the chase. Where is the American Indian soldier in artist 
Frederick Hart’s heroic “Three Servicemen” sculpture? Along 
with the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Wall and the Vietnam 
Women’s Memorial, Hart’s monument of three bronze combat soldiers 
- Caucasian, African-American and Hispanic-American - is seen by 
more than 3 million people per year, making it the most visited national 
memorial along the famous 146-acre Washington, D.C. National Mall. 

The answer? Nobody knows. The American Indian soldier is 
simply not there. There is no evidence Hart, nor the many reviewers 
and committees that evaluated his design, ever considered depicting a 
Native in the dramatic scene. History tells us he apparently chose his 
subjects based on sheer numbers of combatants per ethnic group serving 
during the 20-year Vietnam conflict. Hart’s bronze figurative sculpture 
was dedicated in November 1984. 

But, per capita, American Indians served that War in much greater 
numbers than other ethnic groups. And, in an era where youth were 
drafted, regardless of their desire to join, over 90 percent of Indians who 
served were volunteers: enlisted men and women. A disproportional 
number served in combat positions such as infantry regiments, tank 
battalions, airborne and artillery batteries. Traditionally assigned front 
line duty, we were point men, lone snipers and patrol leaders. Thirty- 
seven percent of our Indian soldiers suffered war wounds. We were 
called “Chief’ and they all thought we had a secret sixth sense! 

Stories of American Indian valor and bravery are legend in Vietnam 
lore, an impressive record of achievement all the more compelling 
considering our recent history as combatants against the very U.S. 
Military we continue to proudly serve today. It is rare for any special 
event, meeting or festival to commence, anywhere in American Indian 
Country, without the appearance of a native Color Guard, comprised 
mostly of Vietnam Vets. 

Leaving out the American Indian solider from the most famous 
Vietnam monument in the world, is an astounding oversight, and one 


that several attempts to address have failed to correct over the past 30 
years. I am sure I am not alone in experiencing the emotional feelings 
of sadness, nostalgia and pride whenever I go to Washington, D.C. and 
visit the Vietnam Memorial; but why should I feel the personal anger 
and confusion over the obvious missing Native soldier symbol? 

Those who control the official goings-on at the Mall have not been 
very receptive to correcting the oversight. They don’t seem to consider 
it an oversight! As you can see, in the news story that begins on the 
Tribune’s front page, a recent inquiry to the National Park Service by a 
student reporter was met with a harsh reality. 

“The National Mall is a finished completed work of civic art,” said 
William “Bill” Line. “It’s done. It’s finished.” 

We called to make sure Line wasn’t just having a bad day. But he 
said the same thing. “It’s over. You need to find somewhere else,” said 
Line, who points out that two large veteran’s projects were built since 
2003 elsewhere, “and there was no heartburn or gnashing of teeth!” 

An Air Force Memorial was put up at the Pentagon and the U.S. 
Marine Museum was constructed at Quantico, Va., 40 miles south of 
D.C., reported Line, who warned: “Nobody is gonna stroll onto the 
Mall and put up anything without going through a verrrryy complicated 
process. It can’t be done.” 

But, Mr. Line, it HAS been done. A year after the Reserve Act 
of 2003, which supposedly closed the Mall, a carved plaque of black 
granite was somehow placed on the northwest comer of the Three 
Soldiers plaza to honor veterans who died after the war as a direct result 
of injuries suffered in Vietnam. 

We don’t want a brand new monument, sir - we just want to add 
one soldier to the monument that is already there! 

Alas, various self-serving agendas, which have plagued various 
aspects of the controversial Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial since the 
beginning, continue to prevent united American Indian support. A man 
of considerable influence around the Mall, Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 
Fund Director Jan Scmggs has a plan to honor Native vets nearby and 


underground. The Museum of the American Indian is said to have 
reserved a courtyard of space for a Native veteran’s display. When the 
issue was broached with the National Congress of American Indians 
(NCAI) last year, it got a cold reception. 

Underground? They’ve been trying to put us Natives underground 
ever since Ponce de Leon! 

“A lot of Vietnam Vets consider the Memorial to be on hallowed 
ground and no one should ever change that,” said Tribal lobbyist Larry 
Rosenthal. “Indians and non-Indians alike.” 

The issue, however, has not been properly presented, said Rosenthal: 
“There may be a perception that ‘Here we go with this issue again,’ 
when, in fact, it has really not been fully thought out and presented 
effectively.” 

Through this confusion, the Seminole Tribe has stepped in to take 
the lead. With an initiative first developed by myself, a Vietnam vet, 
and former Chairman Mitchell Cypress, a Vietnam-era vet, and with the 
full support of current Chairman James E. Billie, a Vietnam vet, I am 
challenging all Veterans organizations, American Indian tribes and tribal 
organizations and individual Native veterans to march in step with us. 

We need your resolution, your letters of support, your donations 
to our non-profit Native American Veterans Memorial Initiative fund. 
Contact me at sbowers@semtribe.com or call me at 954-966-6300, Ext. 
11480 and I’ll tell you how to do it. 

Now is the time to repair the oversight. There is no group of people 
who have put more of their lives on the line, for America and Americans, 
than Natives. This statue would reinforce that. 

- Stephen Bowers is Seminole Liaison to the Florida Governor s 
Council on Indian Affairs 


Chairman’s Message: Now is the Time for Tribal Court System 


• James E. Billie 

A tremendous change benefitting the entire Tribal economy has 
evolved in Seminole Country during the past 10 years. But, as with 
any government, there may still be a few flaws in our system. I can 
assure all Tribal constituents, these issues are being addressed each day as 
we go forward. 

The establishment Hard Rock facilities throughout the state of Florida 
was a concept on paper, ready for development, when I left. As we all 
know, the concept has come to reality! I believe the folks involved in the 
development of the Hard Rock concept have done a tremendous job. All 
of our Seminole people are enjoying the great benefits of this boost to the 
Seminole Tribal economy. 

I foresee other business developments, throughout the world, coming 
our way to further stabilize and strengthen our personal Tribal economies. 
I welcome new ideas, new business ventures or partnerships — from our 
Tribal citizens, as well as from trusted persons around the globe. 

It was good to see some of the old staff when I returned to office, 
recently. And I welcome the many new employees who are helping keep 
our Tribe heading in the right direction. I am very intent on restoring Tribal 
citizens’ direct involvement in our government. 

Be assured, your voice will be heard and not ignored. 

To this end, in an extraordinary administrative move designed to further 


protect and insure your Tribal 
rights, I am supporting a change to 
our Seminole Constitution, which 
will smooth the progress of an 
official Tribal Court System. In fact, 
I am seeking your direct support 
on August 16, during an all-day 
special Tribal-wide “Secretarial 
Election,” to certify just that - to 
amend our Constitution to facilitate 
a Court system. All Tribal citizens 
are urged to take this opportunity, 
this responsibility, to vote. Please 
let us know if you approve a 
change and which change - Exhibit 
A or Exhibit B - you feel we should 
make. 

Personally, I will be voting 
“Yes” to change our Seminole 
Tribal Constitution. Then I plan to vote for Exhibit B, which changes 
the requirements forjudges originally set in our 1957 Constitution. I will 
continue to support and encourage Tribal constituents to seek the honor of 
serving as judges in the new Court. It is my belief that a strong, unbiased 


Tribal Court System enhances our ability as a federally recognized 
American Indian tribe to more fully exercise our sovereignty. 

For the past 54 years, the Tribal Council has acted as a court system, 
though sometimes it has appeared to be self-serving . . . particularly in 
recent times: Tribal citizens were denied their rights, their voices and 
opinions were ignored, their political grievances were set aside - all 
because the same people on the Council who directed limitations on Tribal 
citizen involvement, also made the final decisions on the outcome of any 
matter. 

With a court system, we will be able to significantly bolster the process, 
which guarantees and protects individual Tribal rights. We will, of course, 
start with Civil matters; then, as we mature in the development of a Court 
System, the Criminal aspect will be added. 

I wish to take this opportunity to say sho naa bisha for your confidence 
in me to serve again as your Chairman. Those who know me, know that 
during the years I was out of office, I went back to my traditional Tribal 
ways and started building chickees again, as I had done prior to 1979, when 
I first was elected Chairman. 

I am thankful that my mother, grandmother and grandfather were 
Seminole and that the outside world accepted my expertise in chickee 
construction, as taught to me by my Seminole elders. 

Until the next issue of our Seminole Tribune , sho naa bisha. 
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NOTICE OF AVAirAIilU I V OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AINU FINIUNC OF NO 

SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


AGENCV: Bureau of Indian Affairs <1*1 A) 


ACTION: Notlfec of Availability (NOA) 


SHIVIAIAKS i I he Bureau tlf Indian Affairs (BIA) is issuing » I ■' i nd i ng of No Significant Impact (EONSJ) for 
np>prov inji ihe construction and lea.xe til" a Intmu on trust property I’or Nutliun liillio. ("he approximately 1.5 acre 
Un i* levels Led cm i lu? south west corner til" Wind Clan Road and Farmer Road in Township 48 South. Range 3 5 
|-;h»L Section 14. Hendry County, Florida, which is located on the Seminole Tribe of Florida's Big Cypress 
Reservation . The 131 A has approved and adopted the I ■ nvi rtminenlnl Assessment (I J A|, dated January 21.111, 
prepared by die Seminole Tribe ul Florida Environmental Resource Management F>epai imenl and entitled 
‘ T Niiihim Billie Home Site I .case. Seminole Tribe of Florida, Big Cypress Reservation, Hendry County. 
Florida". ritlSi liA ha* been adopted and TONS I issued Tor the approval of the home construe! ioil and lease of 
trust lands irv compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NT.| 5 A}»f 

NOTICE: t his is u Notice of Availability (NOA), that the FA and I'ONSJ lor the Federal action of approving 
the proposed home construction and lease uf trust property are available lor puhlie review I lie HI A has 
Approved and adopted the above relereileed T.A which addressed this proposal. -Ihe I'ONSI determination, was 
bused on review and analysis of ihe in format ion in the HA- leased on the EA. it has been determined that the 
action will not result in significant impacts to the quality of ihe human environment, therefore, an 
t nvi rortine ntul Impact .Statement is hot required- You may obtain a copy of the FA and FONSi from die BIA 
F. astern Regional Office or the Hu v iron mental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Frtbe ol 
Florida. *>365 1 all Sired, Suite 30118. 1 I oily wood. FI. 3 3024, telephone <054) &6$-434tO. 

APPEALS: "'This FONSI is a finding on environmental clfecuj. not u decision to proceed with an action, 
therefore cannot be appealed, 25 C.F R. Ran 2-7 requires a 3tJ day appeal period nller ihe decision to proceed 
with ihe action is made be lore the action may be implemented. Appeal in Formation will he made publicly 
available when the decision U> proceed is made- ” 

l-Lir further information please contact Run ti. C’ handler. Regional F.nvironmenlai Scientist. Bureau ol Indian 
AfTfairn. Pastern Regional Office. 545 Marriott Drive, Suite 700. Nashville. ITS 37214, telephone tb!5) yo4- 
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VIETNAM 

From page 1A 


simplicity and austerity of the design by 
Maya Ying Lin; second, to create a work 
which interacts with the wall to form 
a unified totality; and finally to create 
a sculpture which is in itself a moving 
evocation of the experience and service 
of the Vietnam veteran,” the late sculptor 
wrote, at the time. 

Native Americans have a 200-year 
history of fighting for this country in every 
military conflict, including the Indian 
wars. From the Revolutionary War and 
the War of 1812 to the Civil War to Iwo 
Jima, World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War, Vietnam War, Gulf War and 
current conflicts, American Indians served 
with distinction. According to the Oracle 
Education Foundation, Native Americans 
have the highest record of service per capita 
of all ethnic groups in America. More than 
42,000 (one of every eight Indians) served 
in Vietnam. 

Although Bowers believes Native 
vets should be included in the monument, 
a spokesperson for the Memorial Fund 
says they already are. “One is black, one is 
white, and the other one is supposed to be 
representative of all the minority groups. 
Hispanic, Asian, and Native American,” 
said Jan Scruggs, president and founder of 
the Fund, in a phone interview. 

Bowers disagrees, pointing out that 
African Americans did receive their own 
represented soldier: “Everything I read on 
the Internet says the third soldier represents 
Hispanic vets. They don’t say anything 
about the third being a composite.” U.S. 
senator Jim Webb of Virginia led the 
initiative to have an African American vet 
in the monument, said Scruggs. 

It remains unclear as to why African 
Americans had their own statue of 
representation; in all of Hart’s writings 
about the famous artwork, the sculptor 
never addresses the issue; it is presumed 
that he was representing the three groups 
with the highest number of servicemen 
during the 20-year War. 

Bowers’ quest is not going to be as 
easy. National Park Service spokesperson 
William “Bill” Line points out that both 
Houses of Congress and former president 
George W. Bush put an end to new 
construction on the Mall via the Reserve 
Act of 2003. It is now the official law of 
the land, says Line “that the National Mall 
is a finished completed work of civic art.” 

To which Bowers replies: “Well, 
Congress makes laws and they can also 
change laws. Besides, a year after Bush 
signed the law, they somehow added a 
plaque for vets who died after the war was 
over from injuries suffered in Vietnam. We 
want to do the same thing. We don’t want a 
brand new monument - we just want to add 
one soldier to the monument that is already 
there!” 

Scruggs, however, believes he may 
have a more “perfect place” to honor 
Native vets. 


“We’re building an underground 
Education Center at the Vietnam 
Memorial,” said Scruggs, who says 
200,000 artifacts that were left behind 
by family and friends at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall, will be placed in 
the education center as well. “This is the 
perfect place to highlight the contributions 
of Native American veterans and we’d like 
to do that.” 

Bowers is aghast at the suggestion: 
“Underground! They’ve been trying to put 
us Natives underground ever since Ponce 
de Leon!” 

Space is also available, off the 
Mall, at the Smithsonian’s Museum of the 
American Indian, for a Native American 
vets display. These other projects have 
contributed to a fragmented support, says 
Bowers: “American Indians are not all on 
the same page and that hurts us. That’s the 
most important thing we can do - educate 
people and get support for a single cause.” 

Stephen Bowers hopes that cause will 
be the simple addition of a fourth bronze 
soldier, an American Indian, to the “Three 
Servicemen” memorial. “That wouldn’t be 
building anything new,” says Bowers. “That 
would simply be adding to, enhancing what 
is already there.” It would also catapult the 
theme Bowers is promoting: Each year, the 
Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial is the single 
largest visited monument or memorial in 
Washington D. C. 

Underground? An added soldier? How 
do these proposals fit in with the Reserve 
Act of 2003, which finalized the Mall’s 
design? The National Park Service’s Line 
shakes his head: “The mall is completed. 
I’m saying it to you like this on purpose 
so you get the point. Nothing more can be 
added. It’s done. It’s finished.” 

Bowers indicated funding for the 
NAVMI will come from Native veterans 
and their tribes. The initiative is not seeking 
government monetary contributions. 
“All we need from the government is 
permission,” says Bowers, who hands 
out monument photographs that include 
a silhouette of the fourth soldier. “I don’t 
want a preconceived look of what the 
veteran would look like. But, it will look 
like a Native American Soldier,” said 
Bowers, who believes NAVMI organizers 
will host a future contest for American 
Indian artists to provide the soldier’s 
image. 

In the meantime, Bowers’ immediate 
plans are to seek support from large 
American Indian organizations such as 
the 36-member Oklahoma Coalition of 
Tribes. (He recently received a resolution 
of support from the United South and 
Eastern Tribes) and from Capitol Hill 
before returning to the National Congress 
of American Indians, which shelved the 
issue when it was brought up last year. 

- Ramona Marozas is a citizen of the 
Bad River Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians and a student reporter working 
with the Native American Journalists 
Association (NAJA) 




Photograph (1999.40.15) of unidentified signing event 

If you have additional information on this photograph including participants 
and the occasion for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 
877-902-1113 to share your knowledge. 


Identifying 


Snapshots Recall Key Players of 1940s Cattle Program 


BY JAMES POWELL 
Associate Registrar 

Here at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
we are honored to have been asked to 
contribute to a monthly column in the 
Tribune. We think this will be an excellent 
outlet for us to announce museum programs, 
ask questions of Tribal members, showcase 
new collection pieces and highlight our 
programming. The staff at the Museum are 
looking forward to introducing themselves 
and what they do to the readers. For our 
inaugural column, we thought we would 
start with a topic that we will also be 
covering in our Fall issue of the “AQ”, 
the early cattle programs of the Tribe. The 
business of cattle always has been and will 
continue to be integral to Tribal members 
and we have are excited to share what your 
Museum has in its collections! 


One of the great pleasures of 
working at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
is rediscovering small treasures held 
in the permanent collections. Recently, 
while processing a portion of the Archival 
Collection photographs, I rediscovered 
a small group of photographs. These 21 
sized snapshots show general scenes of 
daily life of the Seminole cattle operations 
and key figures related to the Tribe’s 
cattle program. Some of the key figures in 
these photos are: James Benjamin “J. B.” 
Thomas, Fred Montsdeoca, Josie Billie, 
and Kenneth A. Marmon. James Benjamin 
“J. B.” Thomas’ son Bobby Ray Thomas 
generously donated these photographs to 
the Museum in 1999. 

Of special interest is a photograph of 
an unidentified signing event. Museum 
staff believe this photograph is related to 
the Tribe’s cattle program and was taken 


on Big Cypress in the mid to late 1940s. 
Big Cypress Agricultural and Livestock 
Enterprise trustees Morgan Smith and 
Jimmy Cypress are shown seated at a table. 
Joe Bowers, Fred Montsdeoca, and others 
stand encircling table. 

These small treasures, preserved at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, enable the 
viewer to uniquely and directly connect to 
many of the figures who played key roles 
in re-establishing and building a successful 
Tribal cattle program. The Museum is 
proud to be able to protect these mementos 
of such an important business venture. 
Again, we thank Bobby Ray Thomas, and 
all donors, for their generous donations. 
Here at the Museum, we strive to collect, 
preserve, and make available for research a 
wide range of items related to the history of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 




GUY SELIGMAN, P.A. 
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Most of tke Seminole war leaders signified their 
refusal to sign the removal treaty hy not touching 
the pen. Osceola stuck his knife in the treaty. 
Turned out to he a pretty good signature for him. 
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ore than 20,000 artifacts, archival items and experiences 
representing Seminole history and living culture over the past 300 years. 
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34725 West Boundary Road - Clewiston, FL 33440 - Ph 877-902-1113 
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More photos from Fort Pierce's Fourth of July Celebration 




Rachel Buxton 

Eecho Billie slams the bug into the frog’s mouth at the “Froggy Fly Fling” game 
during the Fort Pierce Fourth of July celebration July 2 held at the Chupco Ranch. 


Rachel Buxton 

Zachary Brown ties in the cow milking competition with his sister 
at the Fort Pierce Fourth of July celebration. 



Rachel Buxton Rachel Buxton 

The Fort Pierce youth are all giggles on the carnival rides. Dean Stokes shows off perfect form during the 

horseshoes competition. 


Seminole Moments Explores the 
Infamous Indian Removal Act 

BRIGHTON — Van Samuels educated close to 40 Tribal members and 
employees during a Seminole Moments session dedicated to the Indian Removal Act 
of 1830, June 22 held at the Cattle and Range building. Samuels told listeners how 
the “Trail of Tears” came to be and how the Act itself was passed by only a few votes. 

-Rachel Buxton 



Community Service Aide Lawrence 
Hamilton Retires From Seminole 




Left photo, Tyione 
Scott shows off 
his surfing skills 
at the Fort Pierce 
Fourth of July 
celebration. The day 
included lots of food, 
games, fellowship, 
entertainment and 
fireworks. 

Right photo, Harmony 
Tommie enjoys a 
refreshing snow cone 
as she gets her arm 
painted. 

Rachel Buxton 


Police Department 

BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 

William R. Latchford 

On behalf of Seminole Police Department and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, I 
would like to announce the retirement of Community Service Aide Lawrence (Larry) 
Hamilton, effective August 1, 2011. 

His commendable 11 -year tenure with us has been accompanied by great 
dedication and desire to be a part of this organization. 

Larry spent most of his time working in the lobby of the Hollywood Tribal 
Offices and met so many wonderful people along his journey. He has expressed his 
gratitude to the Seminole Tribe of Florida for the opportunity to serve this culture, 
and to have met so many wonderful Tribal Members throughout his tenure. We have 
enjoyed working with him throughout the years. 

Our wishes for Larry are to enjoy leisurely days, meaningful conversations and 
the retirement he has envisioned during his working years. 

Please join me in wishing him all the best in his retirement. 


WORLD’S BEST 

ALL-TERRAIN VALUES. 

in 1-UP OR SIDE-BY-SIDE. 



THE BEST VALUES ON THE OFF-ROAD TODAY. The Sportsman 500 H.O. 

gives you legendary power and ride. The all-new RANGER 400 mid-size is big enough to 
get the job done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today! 



954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 

POLRRIS 



WARNING' ATVscan be hazardous to operate Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older Polarisyouth models of 90cc for riders l? and older. Rolans youth models 
of 50cc tor riders 6 and older. For your safety, always wear a helmet eyeprotKrionandprotectiveclolhmg.andbesuretoiakeasafetytraimngcourse Forsafety and training 
information in ibe U S. , call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887 You may atso contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764 Po/ safety training in Canada contact 
your local Poians dealer The Polaris general purpose utility vehicle is not intended tor and may not be registered tor on-road use 02009 Polaris Industries Inc 
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The Tribe offers a great DIRECTV satellite TV 
program to all Tribal Citizens who sign up for it 
through Seminole Broadcasting. Many thought this 
was only a benefit available to our seniors, NO, it 
is not! DIRECTV s Choice Xtra Digital package has 
210+ channels, including your local channels, and 
is billed to the Tribe (taxable benefits may apply). 
We also offer you the Seminole Channel, new 
broadcasts Tuesday 8-9 pm and Thursday 5-6 pm 
on DIRECTV Channel 575. 


Watch the 

Seminole Charm 

MOW 

Tuesday B-9 PM 
Thursday 5-6 P" 1 


The DIRECTV bulk rate program allows each new 
subscriber to receive free installation of a basic 

receiver and dish. Any upgrades in equipment or channels offered by DIRECTV are also 
available through our service. If you already have DIRECTV, but did not order it through 
the Tribe, you can have your account assigned to the Tribe’s program and save money. 

Besides offering DIRECTV at a great price, we also have our own customer service staff 
and technicians for service and installation, no need for a monthly maintenance fee. Don’t 
get frustrated by those automated telephone systems, we can answer your questions and 
help you solve any problems you may have. Just call our office at (954) 985-5703 for 
more information or assistance. 




SEMINOLE CHANNEL 


BIG CYPRESS: 863-902-3217 
BRIGHTON/FT. PIERCE: 863-763-6380 
TAMPA: 813-246-3100 
IMMOKALEE: 239-658-9256 
HOLLYWOOD/SOUTH FLORIDA: 954-985-5703 
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Youth Tour Southern Schools on Higher Education College Tour 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Making personal contact with a giraffe highlighted the Serengeti Tour for all ages 
during their education incentive trip to Busch Gardens in Tampa from June 3-5. 


Naples Students Rewarded with 
Incentive Trip to Busch Gardens 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — At the conclusion of a successful school year, Naples 
residents moved their children from the classroom to Busch Gardens in 
Tampa June 3 through 5. The Seminole Education Department helped 
sponsor the event by providing a day's admission to the world class 
zoological park and entertainment center as a part of its incentive program. 

"In order for children to achieve the greatest benefit from their 
schooling, family support plays an important role," said Education Advisor 
Victoria Soto. "Parents who provide a healthy breakfast and get their kids 
to school on time establish a routine that sets the pace for the rest of the 
day. Homework assistance, tutoring, conduct, sports and extra curricular 
activities require family cooperation and enhance the experience. The final 
results are evident when the report cards arrive, and our Naples families 
are receiving very high marks for the past year." 

The parents, grandparents and children shared two nights at the 
Embassy Suites and a community dinner at the Gwazi Pavilion where the 
youngsters were recognized for their accomplishments. 

Following an early start on June 4, the group spent the entire day 
attending the park's numerous exhibits, entertainment activities and daring 
roller coaster rides. 

The day concluded with an awesome behind the scenes Serengeti 
Safari Tour. An up close and personal view of the animals accompanied by 
a well-informed guide transformed the park into an outdoor classroom that 
enthralled all ages. Petting a giraffe, which is one of nature's tallest and 
gentlest creatures, was the highlight of the excursion. 

See more photos on page 2B 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

ATLANTA — Thirteen Tribal high school students from most 
reservations got an inside look into higher education as they took to the air 
and embarked on the 2011 Southern College Tour. Students began their 
journey June 26 as they flew into Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport. 

The Education Department’s Higher Education Tour is usually held 
during spring break; however, this past school year all the schools’ spring 
breaks fell on different weeks making it impossible to schedule. Forced 
to be scheduled during the summer, the college tour didn’t bring as many 
students forward as usual, but the youth it did attract were just as eager 
as always. 

“I wanted to see everything firsthand,” said Alexis Jumper. “Get to 
look at it rather than see it on a website.” 

In just four days, June 27-30, students visited seven colleges and 
universities spanning across Georgia and South Carolina. 

“We try to visit schools that are all different types from large to small, 
private and public,” said Seminole Tribe Higher Education Recruiter 
Susan Kuipers. “We want to give them that exposure.” 

The youth kicked off their tour at the largest university on their list, 
the University of Georgia located in Athens. The University of Georgia 
covers more than 4,308 acres and has an enrollment of 34,885 students. 

Most of the Tribal students thought the University of Georgia was 
a little too big for their liking, preferring the second school on their tour 
Augusta State University located in Augusta, Ga. 

“It (Augusta State University) wasn’t as big as the University of 


Georgia and it’s not as small as the Art Institute,” said Kasandra Baker. 
“It has a big variety in animal science, too.” 

Baker, who has grown up around horses, hopes to study veterinary 
science and said her visit to the different colleges especially Augusta 
State University taught her how it is in the real world. 

“The city definitely looks different than the country,” said Baker. 

Following Augusta the students hopped on the road and traveled 
across the state line and into South Carolina to visit a few colleges in the 
state including the University of South Carolina at Columbia, and the 
South Carolina Military Academy or better known as The Citadel located 
in Charleston, S.C. 

The Citadel gave the students a look at what life may be like in the 
military and how not all schools are the same. 

Also in Charleston the youth were able to tour The Art Institute, 
highly concentrated on fashion, culinary arts, graphic, interior and web 
design and photography. 

Jumper, interested in photography, was drawn to the trendy art 
school, which sits on a peninsula that juts out into the Charleston Harbor 
and surrounded by numerous populated restaurants, cafes and boutiques. 

“It was really cool,” said Jumper. “Just the location, it’s around pretty 
much everything and the school offers almost everything I’m looking 
for.” 

Back to Georgia the students went following Charleston, this time 
to historic Savannah to visit yet another concentrated art school SCAD 
(Savannah College of Art and Design). 

SCAD operates a little differently than most schools, running on a 

Please see COLLEGE TOUR on page 2B 




Victoria Lacey/SWEP 

Author Sanita Virdee reads to Hollywood Preschool’s 3- and 4-year-old class July 11 at the Dorothy S. Osceola 
Library. Her book, “Doctor Nenyai Monyay and His Amazing Koala Bag,” aims to reduce children’s fear of going 
to the doctor’s. 

Local Author Teaches Hollywood Tribal 
Preschoolers Not to Fear Doctors 


Big Cypress Education Department Offers Summer 
Work Experience Program for Tribal Youngsters 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BY AIMEE HOYT AND VICTORIA LACEY, 

SWEP PARTICIPANT 

HOLLYWOOD — First-time author Sanita 
Virdee entertained preschoolers at the Dorothy S. 
Osceola Library in Hollywood on July 1 1 as she 
read her book, “Doctor Nenyai Monyay and His 
Amazing Koala Bag.” 

A resident of Coral Springs and a residential 
interior designer, Virdee was inspired by her 
husband — an English pediatrician — and his 
antique doctor’s bag, which she brought to carry 
medical instruments from the book. 

Set in Australia, the short book taught 
the 2- to 4-year-old preschoolers the names of 
each common tool in Doctor Nenyai ’s bag and 
explained their functions. Virdee said the book 
was designed to teach children that it’s not that 
frightening to go to the doctor’s. 

As well as introducing the children to the 
tools, the doctor and his friends taught readers 
about different countries, cultures and languages 
at an early age. Some of the preschoolers excitedly 
told Virdee about the languages they speak and 
shared their experiences about going to the 
doctor’s. After the reading, they enjoyed playing 
with the medical instruments, which allowed 
them to actually see and touch what the book was 
pointing out. 

Illustrations by Scotsman Joseph Gormley 
portrayed each instrument with a different 
personality and animal characteristic. Virdee said 


she was glad to find someone who was able to read 
her story and create pictures to make her words 
stand out. 



Aimee Hoyt 


Virdee shows the curious 2-year-old preschool class 
the characters in her book. 


BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress Education 
Department has offered a summer work experience 
opportunity for the Tribal youth to participate in. 

Assembled by Big Cypress Education’s Carine 
Eugene and Luis Yeguez, the Tribal youth participants 
were given the choice to work in any of the reservation’s 
plethora of Tribal departments - a key to maximizing the 
work experience. 

The Summer Work Experience Program (SWEP), 
according to Eugene, is geared toward giving the Tribal 
youth a chance to see the inner workings of how the 
Tribal departments operate on the reservation. The 
experience has been set up to afford them the opportunity 
to work closely and hands-on with the Big Cypress Tribal 
employees. 

Ultimately, it can give the Tribal youth participants 
a special insight and an inside track of the potential to 
someday work in, or even become a supervisor of, their 
Tribal department of expertise and/or choice. 

“They’re given a chance to see what they can do to 
better their people in the future,” Eugene said. “This will 
give them a sense of growth, maturity and work ethic. 
They’ll be able to take pride in their community and gain 



Naji Tobias 

In preparation for the upcoming Big Cypress Incentive Awards - to be 
held on August 19 at the Big Cypress Rodeo Grounds - Reagan 
Whitecloud, who is working this summer with the Education 
Department, draws up a sign on July 7. 


the desire to take care of their own people.” 

The Tribal youth participants are treated just like 
regular Tribal employees, according to Yeguez. They are 
expected to show up to work on time, dress in the proper 
attire (in accordance to departmental rules) and complete 
a variety of assignments, as instructed by their respective 
department supervisors. 

Each participant, who was screened by the Human 
Resources department prior to their start, works a total of 
37.5 hours per week and is paid on a weekly basis. 

“We figured this would be the best time to offer 
the program to our kids,” Yeguez said. “They are out 
of school now and with the time off from school, they 
have the chance to give the time that’s necessary to the 
program.” 

Bradley Osceola, a soon-to-be junior student from the 
Ahfachkee School, is working this summer as a mechanic 
assistant at the Big Cypress Reservation’s ARI Land Use Shop. 

Yeguez received some positive comments from ARI 
Land Use Supervisor Victor Rivera regarding Osceola’s 
work ethic and overall effort. 

“He hasn’t missed a day of work,” Yeguez said of 
Osceola, who is joined by Jon Ross Billie as ARI Land Use 
employees for the summer. “Both Bradley and Jon Ross 
seem to be having a great time working together out there.” 


Please see SWEP on page 2B 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngsters and Summer Youth Work 
Experience participants Jon Ross Billie, left, and Bradley 
Osceola, right, assist ARI Land Use Mechanic Felipe Rodriguez, 
center, with the changing of 24 total lifters in an SPD work 
truck on July 7. The lifters, according to Rodriguez, needed to 
be changed due to the fact the Ford F-150 truck made some 
loud tapping noises, which could lead to engine failure. 
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More photos from Naples students trip to Busch Gardens 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Naples Community members go on safari at the Serengeti Park at Busch Gardens in Tampa. 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Naples students and their families share a community dinner at the Gwazi pavilion as an Education 
Incentive. 


COLLEGE TOUR 

From page IB 


1 0-week long quarter system. Students were 
able to tour the different design buildings 
including a dark room where students 
develop their own film. 

John Mclnturff signed up for the trip to 
find a university that satisfies his interests 
in art and photography. He said SCAD may 
be an option. 

“It’s not a crowded work space,” said 
Mclnturff. “I’m still thinking about it, but 
it gives me an idea of what’s out there and 
places that specialize in my interest.” 

The last stop on the tour was to a 
smaller state university, Savannah State, 
with an enrollment of just 3,820 students. 


The youth toured the campus of the 
school that holds the distinction as the oldest 
public historically black university in Georgia. 

“We’re not asking the students to 
choose one of the schools we visit,” said 
Kuipers. “We want the young ones to get 
that idea of going to college in their head 
before their senior year, and we want to help 
the older ones start narrowing down their 
choices.” 

Before heading back home the youth and 
staff had to visit the famous The Lady & Sons 
Restaurant owned by celebrity chef Paula 
Deen, for some good old Southern food. 

“We hope this trip gives the students an 
idea what it’s like being away from home 
because it can be overwhelming at first 
and this trip is just great exposure,” said 
Kuipers. 


SWEP 

From page IB 


Osceola, who said that he wants to go to college and become 
an auto mechanic major, considers the summer work experience 
as an opportunity to jumpstart a potential career in the field. 

Osceola hopes to run a Tribally-owned auto mechanic business 
someday - one of his ultimate dreams in life to this point. 

“It gets me ready to see what kind of work mechanics do 
from day-to-day,” Osceola said of his experience as an auto 
mechanic assistant. “Basically, what we do here at ARI is change 
tires, change suspensions and give oil changes on vehicles. I 
learned how to change a tire already, but I haven’t got a chance to 
change oil on a car yet.” 

For now, Osceola is just focusing on the basics of being a 
mechanic - a good start for him, he said. 

“This means a lot to me,” Osceola said. “I have family who 
works on cars. They all have inspired me to become interested in 
what I’m doing.” 

Meanwhile, Reagan Whitecloud, a soon-to-be seventh grader 


at the Ahfachkee School, is enjoying her time as an assistant 
with the Education Department. Though she takes care of data 
entry and files papers as her regular assignments, Whitecloud 
particularly enjoys her role in the preparation for next month’s 
Big Cypress Incentive Awards. 

Whitecloud was recently seen designing some signs that 
pertain to the Big Cypress Incentive Awards, which are scheduled 
to be held on August 19 at the Big Cypress Rodeo Grounds. 

Eugene, who works closely with Whitecloud, commented 
on her work ethic and overall achievement in the program at this 
juncture. 

“Reagan has been working really hard so far,” Eugene said. 
“She’s been doing a lot of behind-the-scenes work as we prepare 
for the Incentive Awards. She’s very punctual and it’s just a 
pleasure to have her here with us.” 

The Summer Youth Experience Program, which began on 
June 13, is scheduled to conclude on August 12. 

SUMMER WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

NOTE: All participants will be listed In alphabetical order. 



Naji Tobias 

ARI land Use Shop Mechanic Keith Davis, left, helps out Big Cypress Tribal 
youngster/Summer Youth Work Experience participant Bradley Osceola, right, 
with a hub assembly operation on a feed trailer as Osceola disassembles the 
hub bearing of a rear axle on July 7. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Broadcasting Station Editor Allen Hoffman, left, teaches Big 
Cypress Tribal citizen/Summer Youth Work Experience participant Jason 
Melton, right, about the nuances and art of editing a video production on July 5. 
They work together on the Big Cypress Fourth of July’s natural sound package. 


Big Cypress Reservation 

RickyJoe Alumbaugh 
Jon Ross Billie 
Alanis Emile Bowers 
Darlah Cypress 
Taylor Fulton 
Stephanie Hall 
Alison Herrera 
Desiree Jumper 
Jason Melton II 
Jesse Mitchell 
Bradley Osceola 
Jonathan Robbins 
Catlen Tommie 
Reagan Whitecloud 

Brighton Reservation 

Jaryaca Baker 
Kiylier Baker 
Breanna Billie 
Erena Billie 
Joshua Boromei 
Larissa Cortez 
Kirsten Doney 
Jennie Eagle 
Kholt Gopher 
Frank Huff 
Ty Huff 
Deveon Jones 
Jaide Micco 
Daniel Nunez Jr. 
Brooke Osceola 
Delaney Osceola 
Jessi Osceola 
Raina Robinson 
Janet Smith 
Rayven Smith 
Jennifer Tommie 
Acealyn Youngblood 
Everett Youngblood 
Stormin Youngblood 

Hollywood Reservation 

Tiffany Baker 
Braudie Blias-Billie 
Brianna Blais-Billie 
Gabrielle Billie 
Ethan Cypress 
Jason Dodd 
Luis Escobar 


Jonathan Frank 
Justin Frank 
Toby Gopher 
Konrad Jones 
Cheyenne Kippinger 
Victoria Lacey 
Aaron Osceola 
Anissa Osceola 
Elden Osceola 
Neko Osceola 
Neyom Osceola 
Trevor Osceola 
Donte’ Osceola-Tiger 
Malaini Perez 
Renee Stivers 
Kelli Tigertail 
Tristen Wilcox 
Echo Wolf 
Silver Wolf 
Krystle Young 

Immokalee Reservation 

Alphonso Alvarado 
Bonnie Davis 
Eliza Mora 
Leandra Mora 
Jade Tapia 

Tampa Reservation 

Jessica Motlow 
Jacob Santiago 
Jamie Walkingstick 

Education Staff Involved 
in SWEP 

Marie Dufour- Adult 
Vocational Program 
Administrator- Tribalwide 
Michelle Woods -Adult 
Vocational Program 
Administrative Assistant- 
Tribalwide 

Susan Kuipers - Higher 
Education/ Adult Vocational 
Recruiter for Brighton, Fort 
Pierce and Tampa 
Luis Yeguez - Higher 
Education/ Adult Vocational 
Recruiter for Big Cypress, 
Immokalee and Naples 


The students 
visit the bar- 
racks at The 
Citadel and 
see that stu- 
dents really 
do live simi- 
lar to those in 
the military. 

Rachel Buxton 




Photo courtesy of Linda Hey 

Students get a personal tour of one of their favorite colleges, Augusta State University. 



Rachel Buxton 


Students visit a design building on the SCAD campus and look at art work designed by 
current students. 



Photo courtesy of Linda lley 

Jason Melton feels right at home at the University of South 
Carolina as they visit the Melton Observatory. 



Rachel Buxton 

John Mclnturff looks at some of the projects designed and created by SCAD 
students. 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Students pose for a group shot at The Art Institute in Charleston while they wait for their small Left to right, Jason Melton, Dakoda Josh and Coleman Josh have a little 
intimate group tours. fun with the Savannah State University mascot. 
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Memory of Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta 
Lives On Through Scholarship 

OKEECHOBEE — McKayla Snow, center, honored her late mother once 
again May 26 as she presented the sixth annual Dawn Marie Snow Fertitta Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship to two graduating Okeechobee High School students during 
the school’s annual scholarship night. Seniors, Amanda Harris, left, and Savannah 
Asmussen, right, were each given a $1,000 scholarship and a beaded stethoscope to 
help further their education as they attend Indian River State College in Fort Pierce 
to study nursing. 

-Rachel Buxton 



Tribal Citizen Phelicia Hughes Graduates Summa Cum Laude 



KOGER 

CENTER 


for the Arts 



Phelicia Hughes 


BY LINDA JLEY 
Higher Education Advisor 

It is always the pride and honor of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida when its citizens graduate college. But how do you 
describe the feelings when someone completes a four-year 
degree in criminology in two and a half years and graduates 
with the highest honor? It is almost unbelievable until Phelicia 
Hughes proved that it is possible. 

She graduated from South University in South Carolina and 
has always been on the Dean’s List. She explained that she was 
the first in the family to graduate college and was determined to 
make her mark in this world. Having a baby didn’t even slow 
her down. . .it just made the urge stronger. 

“I take on the view that school is boring, like most, so to 
keep me interested, I made it challenging by taking bigger class 
loads (like 28 credits per semester!) and see how I could score 
in it,” said Hughes. 

Criminology is a tough program but she chose it because 
she loves puzzles that have to be solved. She enjoys trying to 
understand the criminal mind and finding ways to deter people 
from committing crimes. For her it is a challenging career 
because life is always beset with crimes; it is part of life and 
“makes up most of the economy and jobs.” Asked who helped 
her through her rigorous classes, she referred to her professor 
and department head as her best support system. 

For this strongly motivated young lady, it does not stop at 
graduation. She looks forward to raising her baby and plans to 
get a local law enforcement job. But she is also debating between 
law school and a master’s in criminology and ultimately a 
doctorate in criminal profiling. If she does pursue law school, 
she will choose to study Tribal Law, and work for the Tribe, and 
fight for the rights and needs of her people. 

She said, “We all have a voice, and it must be used and 
heard. For every voice not heard, another is louder, and they 
have more power because we allow them to. Higher education 
is important because knowledge is power that no one can take 
away from you.” 


Congratulations to all 2010-2011 High School Graduates 


BY LINDA ILEY 
Higher Education Advisor 

Student Name - School Name - College/Vocational 
School Plans 

HOLLYWOOD 

Kendra Osceola - American Heritage - Broward 
College, then university to Major in Psychology 
Marissa Osceola - American Heritage - Broward 
College, plans to major in Education 
Courtney Osceola - University School of NSU - 
Georgetown College, Major in Early Childhood 
Education 

Kristen Billie - American Heritage - Broward 
College, undecided major 

Eagle Billie - Paladin Academy - Johnson and Wales 
University, Major in Restaurant, Food & Beverage 
Management 

Ari Perlmutter - North Broward Prep School - Wants 
to join the marines 

Zachary Perlmutter - North Broward Prep School - 
Automotive engineering 

Lorri Osceola - Anadarko High School - Special 
Education 


BRIGHTON 

Ty Huff - Okeechobee High School - Indian River 
State College, undecided major 
Ashton Baxley - Okeechobee High School - Indian 
River State College, Major in Architecture 
Eric Robinson - Okeechobee High School - 
Undecided 

Alicia Nunez - Okeechobee High School - Palm 
Beach Community College 
Janae Braswell - Okeechobee High School - 
Indian River State College, Major in Nursing 
Kristina Osceola - Okeechobee High School 
- Indian River State College then UF, Medicine 
program 

BIG CYPRESS 

Thalia S. Pacheco - Pueblo South High School - 
Colorado State University, Major in Business 

DeForest L. Carter - Montverde Academy 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Major: inter- 
disciplinary studies 

K’ahna Jumper - Ahfachkee School - Undecided 
Jessica Osceola - Ahfachkee School - 
Undecided 


Darwin Cypress - American Heritage - 
Metropolitan State College of Denver, Major in 
Modern Languages 

Ian Cypress - American Heritage - Major in 
Environmental Studies, school undecided 
Alfred Billie - Riverside Indian School - 
Undecided 

Rubi Ann Alexander - San Marcos Academy - 
one year leave 

Catlen Tommie - Glades Day School - 
Troy University, Major in Environmental Science or 
Agriculture 

IMMOKALEE 

Chelsea Storm - Florida Air Academy 
Brevard Community College, then to university to 
major in Architecture 

Janet Mata - Ahfachkee School - Has several in 
mind: Culinary Arts, Business, Psychology, Personal 
Trainer 

Jessica Lopez - Palmetto Ridge High School - 
Keiser University, Ultrasound Technology 


TAMPA 

Caitlyn Garcia - Valencia Community College, 
major in Business Marketing 





You may qualify for the automatic “Clerk Withhold” options if charged with Driving While License Supspended. 


★ Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tri 


FrontRowUSA.com 




Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 


SELENA GOMEZ 
KE$HA 

BRAD PAISLEY 
JOURNEY 
JOSH GROBAN 
MARC ANTHONY 
TAYLOR SWIFT 
ENRIQUE IGLESIAS 
ROGER DALTREY 
BRYAN ADAMS 
MAROON 5 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORLANDO MAGIC 


MAMMA MIA! 
SESAME STREET LIVE 
CIRQUE ELOIZE-ID 
YO GABBA GABBA 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 


WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


n 

i Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 


•Major Felonies 
•Drug Offenses 
•Misdemeanors 
•Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 
•DUI Admin Review 
•Appeals/Writs 
Post Conviction 
DWLSR/HTO* 


OF 

DANIEL A. CALLAHAN, PA 
TRIAL ATTORNEY 


Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com 
w.CallahaasIaw.com 


tel: (954) 524-2877 
fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33316 
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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern in both the State 
Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 16 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University 
Law School in 1 987. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 


^/IPTicketPlace .COM 

PREFERRED ULTIMATE TRAVEL AND ENTERTAINMENT 
The Preferred Ticket Broker Of The Seminole and Miccosukee Tribe Since 1985 


UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS 
Li I Wayne 
Kings of Leon 
Goo Goo Dolls 
Brian Wilson 
Ke$ha 

Rock Star Energy Fest 
Rascal Flatts 
Maroon 5 / Train 
Brad Paisley 
Roger Daltrey The Who 
Marc Anthony 
Journey/Foreigner 
Incubus 
Blintz 182 
Toby Kieth 

Enrique Iglesias/Pitbull 
Josh Groban 
Boyz II Men/Keith Sweat 
Taylor Swift 
Greg Allman 

Beauty & The Beast 
Shrek The Musical 
Yo Gabba Gabba Live 

Monster Jam Truck Racing 
Wrestlemania 2012! 


JOIN OUR TEXT LINE! 

305.450.3323 

Send us a text with your name and 
receive last minute ticket deals! 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 

. CONCERTS 
. SPORTS 
. THEATRE 
. CRUISES 
. AIRLINES 
. HOTELS 
. CAR RENTALS 
. LIMOS 

. TRAVEL PACKAGES 

EVENTS 

305 , 443,3000 

24 Hour Text Line 
305.450.3323 

TRAVEL 

305.445.6566 

VISIT US 24/7 ON THE WEB 
WWW.VIPTICKETPLACE.COM 

OR EMAIL US 

ent@vipticketplace.com 

. Preferred Seats 
• Preferred Service 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! 

ui 

Become A Fan 

Get the latest event updates! 
Vipticketplace.com 



020 

Ext. fDavie, FL 33024 

ect.com 
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Health 


Hollywood Community Celebrates Fourth of July with Walk/Run 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
hydrates prior to race time. 


Seminole Police Department and the Health Department staff along with Tribal citizens join together to show their From left, Robin Osceola and Melissa DeMayo finish in the walk category 
Fourth of July spirit at the Hollywood community Firecracker Walk/Run event sponsored by the Health Department, of the event. 

The morning featured plaques and beaded necklaces to the winners in youth and adult walk/run categories July 2 
at the Seminole Recreation Gym. 


Big Cypress Tribal Community Participates in Firecracker Walk/Run for Independence Day 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizens Aileen Cypress, left, and Reagan Osceola pace Tribal youngster Avery Bowers finishes the 
themselves in the June 30 Firecracker Walk/Run. Firecracker walk. 



Naji Tobias 


Immokalee/Big Cypress Tribal citizen Raymond Garza 
stretches his legs in preparation for the walk. 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal senior Rudy Osceola, left, receives a 
watermelon from Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger as a surprise gift after completing the walk/run. 


Far right photo, the 
Firecracker walking 
participants begin 
their 3.1 mile trek 
down the south end of 
the Big Cypress L-28 
Canal Bank Walkway. 
Right photo, all of the 
Big Cypress Tribal 
participants of the 
June 30 Firecracker 
Walk/Run share a 
special moment to 
recap what transpired 
to conclude the early 
morning function. All 
Tribal participants 
received watermelons 
for their participation 
in the holiday health 
function. 


Naji Tobias 
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JUDITH A. HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 


Divorce 

Modifications 

Appeals 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


Child Support 
(954) 525-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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THE S YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 


OPEN 
7 DAYS! 
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WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


A family owned and operated business 


We treat you like family 
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yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyys 


Announcements 


CONGRATULATIONS 


POEM 



After more than 20 wonderful years together, 
Linda Frank and Abel Salgado chose May 
23, 201 1, to make their union official. With 
their friends and neighbors gathered around 
them, they exchanged wedding vows at the 
Immokalee Senior Center followed by a 
reception where they shared a beautiful cake to 
commemorate the occasion. 




Lonely Ole Chapel 

As I ride down ole 41 just about a mile or two 
from the county line I look to 
my left and there she sit the lonely 
ole chapel. As I go around the 
ben sippin on some gin feeling the 
emptiness inside like the lonely old chapel 
that sit to the left as I ride 
down ole 41 from the east to west 
lonely at sunrise emptiness at sunset 
like the lonely ole chapel 
that sit to left on ole 41 

-Blac. Hollywood 


POEMS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The Seminole/Miccosukee Unconquered 

What I know is the old way, what the old people 

say 

About how we came to be. . . . 

Free. 

We originate from the brave heart, unconquered 
Is what we be.... 

Everlasting life is all I will see. 

Togetherness is the way we will grow, 
Strength is all I will show. 

So the unconquered way is what I was told. 
Knowledge and wisdom will never ever 
Be sold. 

Understanding is what I learned to know, it comes 
From the old way, that’s what the old people say. 


“Where I am (Right Now)” 

I am a prisoner A-L34561, 1 am doing time at Santa 
Rosa Correctional. I have less than 2 years left on my 
sentence. Milton, Fla. is where I am in the panhandle, 
close to Alabama. 

I want you to know the place where I am is not the 
place to be, with hope in my heart, I hope you 
can remember me. 

It’s not too far for me to see the swamp is 
What is best for me. . . . 

I never ever meant any harm it’s just the 
Life that I chose. 

If you want to know I will tell you. Crime 
Doesn’t pay, so in this iron and steel 
Cage I will stay. 



Rare 1986 Buick Grand National T-Type Turbo 
Call Eric 954.562.4544 - $10,500 


So as I travel on, I will stand strong and 
Live long. 


Myself is who I am, and to know who you are is 
The old way, 

Remember, that’s what the old people say, 
Stand free, unconquered. . . . 


Before I say goodbye, I will not lie. 


Gator 


The Seminole and Miccosukee style is what I 
Know, freedom and honor is right down 
The road... 

Deer meat is what I long for and taste 
Grandma remember save me a place. 

The chain gang is where I am memory’s carry 
Me threw, I remember, com is what 
I knew. 

From then on that’s when I grew, but don’t 
Worry one more chance I have. Another stomp 

Dance I will reap and sow 

I can not wait, freedom is all I will know. 

Prisoner A-L3456 1 
Gator Doctor 


Now Open! Tour Today! 

Hammock Harbor Apartments 

1330 Naples Circle. 

Rockledge, FL 32955 
Brand NEW 
3x2 Apartments Available 
Granite Counters * Energy Star Steel Appliances 
Starting at only $805 ! 

Call Us Today! 321.338.2905 
Mention this ad and receive one free application! 
HammockHarbor.com 
Prices subject to change 


CLASSIFIED 



OUT 


MYRNA LOY 


Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 
863-699-2889 


DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce, 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 
Probate*" 
WillSr^PP- 

Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 


Highlands Counties 
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MarooneO 
Chevrolet 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION 




EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

orerVan Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri -fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 
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8600 PINES BLVD. 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 
TONY/ RODRIGUEZi 


LUIS RAUSEO. 
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STORE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM * SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM • SERVICE HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 7ANI-7PM * SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 

’•MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED 0N3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FI RST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU M UST PRESENT THIS AD ATTIME0F PURCHASETO RECEIVE THBE SPECIAL PRICES. OFFERS GOOD ON DATE OF PUBUCATI ON ONLY UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICE NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURE ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC &RAYDIOLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS REERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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Late Robbie Chalfant Remembered at Josiah Johns Memorial 




Rachel Buxton 

Miss Florida Seminole Cassandra Jimmie was honored with an unveiling of her 
bronze statue July 9 during the Josiah Johns Memorial held at the Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena. Brad Cooley Jr., right, talks about the detail of the statue that he and his 
father Brad Cooley Sr., center, created together. 


Rachel Buxton 

Rodeo friends of the late Robbie Chalfant tip their hat at the Josiah Johns Memorial 
held July 9 at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena in remembrance of the cowboy who 
recently passed. Friends, family and spectators rose and listened as a song 
dedicated to the late Chalfant played as his horse was led wearing his saddle 
around the arena one last time. 


Rachel Buxton 

Wife, Kim, center, and children Dylan, left, and Chloe, right, stand in the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena as husband and father, the late Robbie Chalfant is 
remembered during the Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo held in Brighton July 9. It 
was only fitting that the late Chalfant was remembered during the Josiah Johns 
Memorial as he always credited Johns to getting him involved in rodeo. The late 
Chalfant respected him as a man and Native American cowboy. 


2-on-2 Hoops Tournament Part 
of Fourth of July Celebration 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Taylor Battiest, left, tries to drive to the basket on a defending Tristen Wilcox, 
right, in first round action of the Fourth of July 2-on-2 basketball tournament 
held at the Hollywood Recreation Gym on July 2 featuring several different 
divisions and cash prizes given to the winners. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Devon Jumper looks to pass to a teammate. 



Judy Weeks Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo Tiger sinks a putt at the Seminoles Family Services Director Helene Buster points out that the Firecracker Golf Classic benefits the 
in Recovery fund-raiser. Florida Native American Recovery Convention. 


Firecracker Golf Classic is Worthy Cause for Seminoles in Recovery 

BY JUDY WEEKS at 8 a.m. in an effort to get a head start on the predicted rain storm. 

Freelance Writer They successfully completed the first part of their game before the 

rain sent them to the club house for a lunch prepared by Seminoles in 

LEHIGH ACRES — Seminoles in Recovery hosted the Firecracker Recovery and served straight off the grill. Eventually the clouds parted 
Golf Classic on July 2 as a fund-raiser at the Copperhead Golf and and play resumed. 

Country Club. All proceeds from the event will benefit the Fourth 
Annual Florida Native American Recovery Convention (FNARC) 
to be held in Clewiston. 

’’Seminoles in Recovery began approximately 24 years ago 
to help its membership combat drug and alcohol addiction,” said 
Family Services Director Helene Buster. ”We provide inspirational 
and motivation support to empower Native Americans striving to 
remain in recovery. Our goal is to keep meetings going in every 
one of our communities and provide the hope necessary to find and 
keep sobriety." 

Buster explained that one of the basic concepts of recovery 
is self-sufficiency. Seminoles in Recovery organize and coordinate 
a wide variety of events throughout the year as fund-raisers and 
sober activities. Some of their upcoming benefits include a fish fry 
in Tampa and their Second Annual 5K Sprint/Stroll at Topeekeegee 
Yugnee Park in Hollywood on September 17. 

"I believe strongly in this program,” said Big Cypress Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger. ”If this had been around in the ’80s, we wouldn’t 
have lost so many of our loved ones. You don’t have to be in 
recovery to support the opportunities that it provides." 

"I’ve enjoyed playing golf for nearly 20 years but playing for 
a worthy cause like this makes it even better," said Richard Buster. 

"Recovery affects all of us in one way or another. Everyone playing 
here today is a winner." 

Members of the 11 teams that registered for the 4-Man 
Scramble shared a continental breakfast and then took to the links 



Judy Weeks 

Richard Buster looks forward to playing golf for a worthy cause that affects everyone 
in one way or another. 


Hollywood Reservation Celebrates 100th Anniversary with Golf Tournament in Pembroke Pines 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tournament participant Ronnie Doctor concentrates on his stroke from the 
first hole. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Organizer of the Hollywood Reservation 100 Year Anniversary Golf Tournament Elliot 
Young, second from left, and wife Jessica along with foursome members Loretta 
Micco and Ted Nelson Sr. on hole three as part of the four person scramble, cash prize 
tournament held at the Grand Palms Resort and Golf in Pembroke Pines on June 24. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal senior Lawrence Osceola tries to putt for par on the green. The event also 
featured a longest drive and closest to the pin contest, all in celebration of the 
centennial and included participation and appearances by Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. Mondo Tiger and Non-resident Liaison Kevin Osceola. 
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Bowling Action Part of Fourth of July Weekend Festivities 


PANTHER 

From page 1A 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Philmon Bowers concentrates on throwing his 
next strike in regular play of men’s bowling action at the 
Fourth of July Bowling Tournament held at Sparez Bowling 
Center in Davie on July 4th. The day featured regular, 3-6-9 
and no-tap games with youth, and adult male and female 
categories and lunch with cash prizes given to the winners. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth Gregory Thomas looks for the right 
ball to use before bowling in the youth division. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Ollie Wareham gets set for his throw in a close race in 
no tap men’s play. 


Hollywood Tribal Community Celebrates Independence Day on the Links 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal golfer Elliot Young completes his swing from the tee 
on the 10th hole of the Fourth of July Golf Tournament held 
at Emerald Hills Golf and Country Club in Hollywood on July 
4. The four-person scramble tournament featured 18 holes 
and cash prizes to the winners. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. 
concentrates on a nice tee off in back nine action. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal employee Destiny Whitney tries to finesse 
her shot toward the green. 


“We have a lot to offer in the years to come,” Weston said at 
the promotional press conference held at the Seminole Paradise Live 
Theater prior to Saturday’s action. “The boxing fans are out there, you 
just have to provide the right fights for the people to come and see. We 
will have people that want to fight, that is a big key.” 

“All those haters that think Panther Promotions is not going 
to make it, we will see because we know boxing and we want to 
bring back the days of developing the next Sugar Ray Robinsons and 
Muhammad Alis,” he continued. 

The main bout of the night highlighted two relative unknowns in the 
light heavyweight division as replacements Eddie “Thunder” Caminero (7- 
4-1 , 7KOs) faced an undefeated Denis Grachev at (10-0-1). 

Both got an unexpected shot at the World Boxing Council 175- 
pound Intercontinental championship with the absence of Blake 
Prevost and Azea Augustama due to injuries. 

A delighted Caminero said the opportunity was a dream come 
true beforehand at the pre-fight presser. 

“I really just got lucky in it all. I am happy I got the opportunity,” 
said Caminero. Notice of his showdown versus Grachev came just 
weeks prior to their Saturday evening match-up. 

He would come up short in third round TKO to Grachev. 

Collins explained that stories and opportunities like Caminero ’s, 
although shortened, serve as defining moments for Panther 
Promotions, by giving the underdogs their due. 

One incentive used by the promotion duo included a $ 1000 split 
prize going to the best bout of the evening. 

A special appearance by legendary heavyweight International 
Boxing Hall of Fame and World Boxing Hall of Fame great “Smokin” 
Joe Frazier as well as the support of Tribal Chairman James E. Billie 
in attendance ringside also completed the night. 

Panther Promotions next scheduled event will be in late August. 
For more information contact: pantherpromotions@gmail.com or 
call Harold Weston at (347) 421-5399. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Panther Promotions promotion staff Elliot Alvarado, left, and partner Benny 
Collins, far right, along with the new World Boxing Council 175-pound 
Intercontinental champion Denis Grachev. 



Legendary Boxing 
great ‘Smokin’ 
Joe Frazier, left, 
enjoys the fights 
ringside by Tribal 
Council Chairman 
James E. Billie. 

Chris C. Jenkins 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 


MUSEUM 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


Presents the highly anticipated 



Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18 th and 19 th centuries. 

From March 2011 

''.-'January 2012 

MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 






3 EXTREME MACHINES 

1 EXTREME EVENT 




954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 


REBATES UP TO I FINANCING AS LOW AS 


1000 


ON SELECT MODELS 
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SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AE^^E^m^I 

A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 

ATTENTION ALL TRIBAL MEMBERS 
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The Ah-Tah-lhi-Ki Museum is pleased to announce it is forming a 

Museum Advisory Council (MAC) . We would like to invite 
interested Tribal members to become actively involved in the 
Museum by becoming members of the MAC. 


We are looking for Tribal members, 18 years and older, who would be 
willing to join Museum staff in the planning of exhibits, 
events and the future of the Museum collections acquisitions. 


The Museum relies closely on Tribal member input for cultural, 
historical relevance and accuracy and we are excited to invite 

you to join the MAC. 


If you have any questions about the MAC or are interested in joining, 
please contact Anne McCudden at (863) 902-1113 
or amccudden@semtribe.com. 
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Become a Fan on 

facebook. 


IS 12 


] 


Smithsonian 
Affiliate Membership 
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( BECOME A FAN fe FOLLOW US 

1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 • 954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 





HOTEL & CASINO 


^GAMBLE 

WITH CARE 


Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida. 
Persons who have trespassed and have been banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.IT. 










Tribal Athletes Compete in 
2011 Indigenous Games 
SPORTS 2C 


Wellness Conference 
Sends Positive Message 
COMMUNITY 3A 



Tribal Youngsters Visit 
Morikami Museum 
EDUCATION IB 


Seminole 

^ Voice of the Unconquered 


Volume XXXII* Number 8 


Jewel Buck Crowned Miss Florida Seminole Princess 

Jaryaca Baker takes Junior Miss Florida Seminole title 



Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., center, is all smiles with the 
newly crowned Junior Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker, left, and 
Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel Buck, right. Both hail from the Brighton 
Reservation. 


BYCHRISJC. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — In its 54th year, some of the Tribe’s most 
ambitious young ladies took their shot at the coveted crown of Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess. 

Alicia Nunez, Amber Craig, Jewel Buck, Krystle Young and 
Tianna Garcia vied for the title while 12 others competed for Junior 
Miss in a packed Tribal Headquarters Auditorium. This year’s theme 
was “Empowering Native American Women.” 

Buck and Jaryaca Baker took their place among the elite July 
30 as the new 2011-12 royalty with friends and family on hand for 
support. Both reside on the Brighton Reservation along with 12 of the 
other pageant participants. 

“People believed in me and told me I could do it. It all motivated 
me to go for it,” said Buck, the new reigning Miss Florida Seminole. 
The first-time participant replaced the outgoing Cassandra Jimmie. 

“I told her coming in to just be herself. If she lost or won just 
do her best,” said proud mother Emma Urbina of the former Miss 
Brighton Seminole Princess (2006-07) and Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association Queen (2011). “I have already been on a few rides with 
her; this one is just a little further now.” 

“Her late grandmother Rosie Billie would be so proud,” she 
continued. 

Baker took home the Junior Miss title, finally realizing her dream 
after four tries. She supplanted Lorelei Tommie. 

“I was just myself; I tried so hard this year. My attitude was a lot 
better, and my mindset was very positive,” Baker said. “I knew I had 
to try even harder because there was so much competition.” 

Former Junior Miss Tommie said she enjoyed many great 
moments throughout her reign and plans to compete in the 2013 
pageant for the Miss Seminole title. 

“I have been really proud to represent our Tribe. Hopefully 
I educated those I met and gave them some insight into what we 
(the Seminole Tribe) are all about. It has been a great experience,” 
Tommie said. 

The contestants were judged in the areas of traditional wear, 
talent and impromptu questions. Talent topics included: doll making, 
storytelling, beadwork, chickee building demonstrations and singing 
to name a few. Other individual winners were also declared for 
the Miss and Junior Miss in the categories of talent, S.A. contest 

Please see PRINCESS on page 6A 


President Sanchez Attends Native 
American Caucus Reception in D.C. 



Photo courtesy of John Harrington 

From left, Congressman Dale E. Kildee (D-Michigan), Seminole President Tony Sanchez 
Jr. and National Indian Gaming Association Chairman Ernie Stevens Jr. at the July 26 
Congressional Native American Caucus reception on the National Mall. 

BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Congressional Native American Caucus 
of U.S. Representatives and U.S. Senators were feted at an early evening 
reception sponsored by the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma, July 26, at the National Museum of the American Indian on the 
National Mall. Formed in 2009, the Congressional Native American Caucus 
is a bipartisan Congressional service organization concerned with issues of 
concern to American Indians. 

The reception honored retiring Caucus Chairman Congressman Dale 
E. Kildee (D-Michigan) and Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. President Tony 
Sanchez Jr., who accepted a position as Vice Chairman of the Business 
Council of the National Indian Gaming Association. Sanchez addressed the 
crowd of 200, which included his wife Paula and family, Executive Assistant 
Ethel Huggins and Naples Seminoles O.B. Osceola Jr. and Tina Osceola. 

Please see more photos on page 2A 


Chokoloskee: 
Road Rage In 
The Last Frontier 

I n the early morning hours of are fighting back, public officials are 
April 14, 2011, bulldozers shifting blame, there is a court hearing, 
hired by a group of Highlands and, as absurd as it sounds, the future is 
County land speculators began tearing uncertain. The particular circumstances 
up historic Mamie Street, a principal leading up to this surprise ambush, not 
road on the tiny island of Chokoloskee, far from the spot where outlaw Edgar 
part of the Ten Thousand Islands chain Watson was gunned down by citizen 
at the extreme tip of Southwest Florida, vigilantes in 1910, give disturbing 
When the dust had cleared, the road insight into how the beautiful scenes 
was a pile of impassable rubble and a tall and places across all of old Florida have 
fence had been erected, blocking access been destroyed. 

to the Smallwood Store and Trading Greed, lies, mistakes, criminal 
Post Museum where the now-deceased acts, manipulations of fact, confusion, 
Mamie Street once met the water’s edge money, politics and hardball players - 
at Chokoloskee Bay. all the elements that historically have 

A precious icon throughout the area combined in the over-development of the 
known as Florida’s Last Frontier, the former “Land of Flowers” are displayed 
Smallwood Store occupies a special place in Section D, in Part 1 of a special 
in the histories of the Seminole Indians, Seminole Tribune Series by writer Peter 
the Gulf fishermen, the Everglades and B. Gallagher: “Chokoloskee: Road Rage 
Collier County and has been a charter In The Last Frontier. ’’Also see Chairman 
member of the national Register of James E. Bille’s Editorial “Road Block: 
Historic Places for 40 years. Citizens Absurd” on page 10 A. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

A tall fence, covered with green tarp, has blocked visitors to the historic Smallwood Store and Trading Post Museum since April 14. 



"Unconquered Spirits" Sculpture Unveiled 
at Seminole Casino Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Seminole Casino 
Immokalee unveiled a one-of-a-kind sculpture 
honoring the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s eight clans 
on Aug. 5. 

The 3-D, semi-abstract painting depicts the 
Wind, Bird, Panther, Otter, Bear, Snake, Deer 
and Big Town Clans. Acting as a room divider, 
it suspends from the ceiling of the new Paradise 
Room in the high-limit area of the casino and has a 
two-sided surface. 

"Looking to enhance a blank wall space in the 
Casino’s Ee-To-Leet-Ke Grill, we began a search for 
an artist capable of depicting Seminole culture and 
heritage from a fresh and appealing point of view," 
President Tony Sanchez Jr. said. "We discovered 
Tim Parker just a few miles away in Naples. His 
classical paintings and contemporary abstract 
artwork are featured at several prominent galleries 


and luxury residences throughout the area." 

Parker employs an abstract quality to his 
paintings that permit individuals to view many 
different things and multiple dimensions throughout 
his work. His association with the casino was 
initiated when he designed and created a historical 
Seminole moments canvas collage, which served 
as a focal point for the grill. He submitted an 
innovative design for the current undertaking and 
the casino commissioned him. 

"It has been an honor to create an artwork 
depicting the unconquered spirit of the Seminole 
clans that continue to thrive in the modem world," 
Parker said. "As an artist, a unique installation piece 
is a dream job and for me, the larger the better. I 
am quite pleased with the final results and want to 
thank the folks at the casino for giving me creative 
freedom and opportunity." 

"Unconquered Spirits" has 1 6 different sections 

Please see SCULPTURE on page 2A 


INSIDE: 


COMMUNITY: A ■ EDUCATION: B 


SPORTS: C 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: 7B 


See education incentive award ceremony photos on 5B, 6B 
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More photos from Caucus reception on page 1A 




Photo courtesy of John Harrington Photo courtesy of John Harrington 

President Sanchez with National Indian Gaming Association Chairman Ernie Stevens Jr. and President Sanchez with Congressman Dale Kildee (D-Michigan). 
Congressman Dale Kildee (D-Michigan). 



Photo courtesy of John Harrington 

President Tony Sanchez Jr. and United States Senator Charles E. Schumer 
(D-New York). 



Photo courtesy of John Harrington 

President Sanchez with Honorable Ernie Stevens Jr., Chairman of the 
National Indian Gaming Association. 


SCULPTURE 

From page 1A 


comprising more than 30 feet wide when hung together. 
It contains a multilevel surface viewable from the front 
or back and blends bold, vibrant colors that create a 
mystical atmosphere. 


The unveiling ceremony of "Unconquered Spirits" 
was open to the public with President Sanchez, Big 
Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and Immokalee Board 
Liaison Dorothy Scheffler as guest speakers. A private 
reception followed with Tribal members receiving 
signed copies of the original artwork and sampling 
classic favorites of the Ee-To-Leet-Ke Grill’s menu. 



Judy Weeks 


President Tony Sanchez Jr., Immokalee Board Liaison Dorothy 
Scheffler and Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank were guest 
speakers at the “Unconquered Spirits” sculpture unveiling. 



Judy Weeks 


Seminole Casino Immokalee Manager Tony Alves and 
President Tony Sanchez Jr. officiated at the unveiling of 
the “Unconquered Spirits.” 




United States Department oi'llte Interior 
Bureau of Indian AITiairs 
Seminole Agenc> 

61UO Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 206 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
' (954) 983 1 537 
(954) 083 50 1 8 fax 



NOTIC'E OF AVAILABILITY OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSKSSMKNT ANII FINDING OF 

NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


AGENCY: 13 urea u of Indian AITairs (HI A) 

ACTION : Notice of Availability (NOA) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs (B1A) has issued a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSJ) for approving the construction and lease of homes on trust property for Alexander Cypress and 
I .eon Wileox. The Alexander Cypress and l.con Wilcox home sites are located off of Siring Fern Lane 
and NW Canal Road respectively within the Seminole Tribe of Florida's Big C“ypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation (BC'SIR). in Hendry County, Florida (Township 48 South. Range 33 Hast. Section Ol). The 
project involves the construction of two single family homes on 1.5 acre leased lots and a 1.35 acre access 
route lor Leon Wilcox. The HIA has approved and adopted the Hnv iron mental Assessment (F.A). dated 
July 201 I. prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida Hnv iron mental Resource Management Department 
and entitled "Alexander Cypress and l.con Wileox Proposed l.euscs. Seminole Tribe of Florida. Rig 
Cypress Reservation. Hendry County. Florida*". This HA has been adopted and FONSI issued for the 
approval of the home construction and lease of trvist lands in compliance with the National linvironmcntal 
Policy Act (NHPA1 of 1969. 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the HA and FONSI for the Federal action of 
approving the proposed home construction and lease of trust property ure available for public review. The 
HIA has approved and adopted the above referenced HA which addressed this proposal. The FONSI 
determination was based on review and unulysis of the information m the HA. Rased on the F.A. it has 
been determined thut the action will not result in significant impacts to the quality of the human 
environment, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not required. You may obtain a copy of the 
HA and FONSI from the RIA Eastern Regional Office or the Environmental Resources Management 
Department of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 6365 Taft Street. Suite 3008. Hollywood, l-L 33024. 
telephone (954) 965-4380. 

APPEALS: "‘This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with an action, 
therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C.F.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period after the decision to 
proceed with the action is made before the action may be implemented. Appeal information w-ill be made 
publicly available when the decision to proceed is made.'* 

For further information please contact Kurt Cl. Chandler. Regional Environmental Scientist, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. Eastern Regional Office, 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville. IN 37214. telephone 
(615) 564-6832. 




Superintendent. Seminole Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 



The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



DLJI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 


Traffic Tickets 
Divorce 
Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 


Free Consultation 


wills 




www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863 - 699-2889 


Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 
Okeechobeq. and 
Highlands Counties 




The Seminole Tribune 
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Make checks payable to The Seminole 
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Community 


- 




Tina Osceola’s “Geronimo” Panel Discussion Among Highlights at 27th Annual NAJA Conference 



Naji Tobias 

From left: Project Phoenix student/Navajo Tribe of New Mexico Native American 
Lemanuel Loley; Writer/Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Idaho Native Mark Trahant; 
NAJA President/Acoma Pueblo Tribe of New Mexico Native Rhonda Levaldo; 
Seminole Tribal citizen Tina Osceola; and Poarch Creek Tribe of Alabama Native 
American Sharon Delmar in a group shot at the July 14 NAJA Conference in the 
Fort Lauderdale Beach’s Westin Beach Resort & Spa. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH — For the second time in its 27 
years of operation, the Native American Journalists Association (NAJA) 
hosted its annual conference in South Florida to meet with local media 
outlets to discuss a variety of ways to become more effective in the 
reporting of Native news. 

Catching the attention of Native and non-Native journalists at the 
conference, held from July 14-16 at the Westin Beach Resort & Spa in 
Fort Lauderdale Beach, was an hour-long plenary session (July 14 -NAJA 
Conference’s first full day) that focused on the misconception of equating 
Seminoles to terrorists. 

Presented by Seminole Tribal citizen Tina Osceola and Miami Herald 
investigative reporter Carol Rosenberg, the two figures shed a considerable 
amount of light on what the issue entailed. 

On March 24, the Tribe wrote a letter to President Barack Obama that 
chronicled its displeasure with comments made by the federal government, 
who, according to multiple reports, referred to the recent capture and death 
of A1 Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden as “Operation Geronimo.” Geronimo, 
an Apache leader, is considered a hero to Indian Country. 

The comment has offended the Seminole Tribe and other Tribes throughout 
Indian Country so much so that on behalf of all Native Americans, former 
Seminole Tribe Chairman Mitchell Cypress asked for President Obama’s 
public apology to Native America for what had transpired. 


During the panel discussion, Osceola opened up in great detail on how 
she felt about the issue at hand. 

“When you’re talking about the issue of terrorism and how Native 
people in our Native Nations have been equated to terrorists over the last 
few months, it’s very concerning,” she said. “And it’s one of the issues that 
have not been addressed enough or adequately.” 

Osceola also said that those comments from the federal government 
“immediately sent up red flags up across the entire Tribal community.” 

“Tribes are not seen as nations, and we are not taken seriously [by the 
federal government],” Osceola said. “Under this president, the [former] 
Chairman and the [Tribal] Council all agreed that we had better hopes. 
We expected full delivery on what he promised Native Americans on his 
platform when he ran for office.” 

On a recent trip to Washington, D.C., Osceola, after checking in to 
her hotel room, turned on the television to watch the news. Shortly after, 
Osceola was mortified at what she viewed in regards to bin Laden’s ultimate 
defeat by the U.S. Military. 

“Right out of the president’s mouth, I heard it for myself when he said 
the code name for bin Laden was Geronimo,” Osceola said. “I couldn’t 
believe it. A friend of mine was checking in with me at the same time 
and we just looked at each other. We’re like, ‘Did you just hear that? That 
couldn’t have just happened.’ That just sent a completely different message 
to the rest of the Native nations in this country.” 

Please see NAJA on page 4A 


Tribal Council Holds Special 
Meeting in Brighton 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal Council held a special meeting July 27 at 
the Brighton Veterans’ Building and passed 32 resolutions, including the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency grant application for 
funding the fiscal year 2012 Seminole Tribe of Florida Wetlands Program 
for all Seminole Indian Reservations. But before the meeting began former 
Pemayetv Emahakv Principal Russell Brown took to the podium to thank 
Council for all its support during his time at the school. 

“I can’t leave without thanking the Council,” Brown said. Brown is 
leaving the Charter School to become the new provost of Okeechobee’s 
Indian River State College. “I hope to be a bridge to that next level,” Brown 
told Council in regards to Tribal students and higher education. 

Brown then introduced Brian Greseth as the new principal for Pemayetv 
Emahakv. 

“I know what one has done and what one is capable of,” said Brighton 
Councilman Andrew J. Bowers Jr. “The Charter School isn’t going to miss 
a beat.” 

The Council meeting then continued with the regular agenda. The 
resolutions passed included: 

• Resolution 1 5 : Annual renewal of Tribal alcoholic beverage license 
for certain tenants located within the Seminole Paradise retail/entertainment 
complex - Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation 

• Resolution 22: Memorandum of understanding between the United 
States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Broward 
County, Florida, the City of Coconut Creek, Florida and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida concerning lead agency and cooperating agency coordination for 
an environmental impact statement on the proposed fee-to-trust transfer of 
land from the Seminole Tribe of Florida to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 

• Resolution 25: Seminole Tribe of Florida photo permission letter 
granting use of the image of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal seal to the 
National Museum of the American Indian 

• Resolution 33: Issuance of an annual Tribal alcoholic beverage license 
for the retail sale of beer only at the Seminole Tribe of Florida Junior Cypress 
Rodeo Arena - Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; Ratification 



Rachel Buxton 


Brian Greseth, left, is introduced to Council as the new principal for Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School as Russell Brown, right, says farewell and thank you at the 
Tribal Council special meeting July 27 at the Brighton Veterans’ Building. 


Tribal Board of Directors Convenes 

BY CH RIS C . JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors met on the Hollywood 
Reservation for a special meeting at the Headquarters Auditorium passing 
six resolutions on the Aug. 11 agenda including: 

• Resolution 5: Special Board meetings conducted by telephonic or 
other electronic means; rescinding, in part, resolution No. BD-18-11 and 
BD-10-97 

• Resolution 6: Pharmacy Benefit Management agreement [Employee 
Plan] among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc, 
and Express Scripts, Inc. 

• Resolution 7: Approval of Stone Beads Smoke Shop Customer 
Discount Card Program 

• Resolution 8: Elimination of assistance from the Board members 

• Reservation allocations 

• Resolution 9: Fiscal year 2011 Budget modification 

• Resolution 10: Approval of account documents with JP Morgan Chase 
Bank, N.A.; limited waiver of sovereign immunity 


A Variety of Seminole Art and Music Forms 
Come to Life at Clewiston Museum 

Tribal citizens touch emotions and hearts of Florida Humanities Council's audience through their work 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

CLEWISTON — The Tribe’s illustrious culture was on full display 
at the Clewiston Museum on July 25, with several Tribal citizens sharing 
their history via the use of their artistic works. 

A large group of special guests from the Florida Humanities Council 
looked forward to hearing a sequence of Seminole storytelling sessions 
that would set the event in motion and would be followed by a poetry 
presentation and a poignant Seminole stomp dancing segment. 

The evening kicked off with some words 
from Hollywood Tribal citizen Ollie Wareham, 
who started his set by playing a flute tune 
entitled “Tiger Song.” Wareham, who gave 
a storytelling account of the Tribal tune, 
dedicated the opening song to the late Winifred 
Tiger, who served as the Tribe’s education 
director many years ago. 

“A lot of our Tribal leaders owe their 
education to her,” Wareham said of the late 
Native Cherokee. “She was my mentor. I would 
play some songs for her, and if she nodded 
her head, that meant she liked it. If she shook 
her head, that meant she wanted me to play 
something else.” 

Wareham ’s play provided a sense of 
peace and tranquility for the guests, who were 
captivated and fascinated by his show of talents. 

The Hollywood Tribal citizen, who has 
participated in storytelling sessions and has 
played the flute for six and 1 1 years respectively, 
continued his segment of the evening event with 
a story entitled “The Alligator vs. The Rabbit.” 

In this storytelling account, Wareham talked 
about how the Seminole culture sees the rabbit 
as the villain and how Seminole youngsters 
learn about the function of this animal. 

“We try to teach our kids lessons through 
our stories,” said Wareham, who credits the late 
Betty Mae Jumper for the story creation. “The 
rabbit is always up to no good. With this story, 
we teach our kids what not to do and how not 
to be in life.” 

Through the storytelling session of the 
alligator and rabbit, Wareham offered a piece 
of advice for all youth to follow. 


“Be very secure with your private information,” Wareham said. “It 
can be used against you if you’re not careful.” 

Wareham also talked about the flute he brought with him, which 
he described as one made of oak. Interestingly, Wareham’s next tune 
was entitled “Council Oak,” the Hollywood location where the Tribal 
Council and Board of Directors celebrated their inauguration in June. 

The Hollywood storyteller’s final session focused on a group of 
animals, such as the rabbit, lion and turkey to name a few. Another word 


Please see STORYTELLING on page 4A 



Naji Tobias 

Immokalee Tribal citizen Victor Billie, left, leads a set of songs at the Clewiston Museum’s special Seminole 
arts and music presentation, with Big Cypress Tribal citizens Cherelee Hall, Avahny Jim and Lenny Jim 
performing the stomp dances during the July 25 event. 


18th Annual Wellness Conference Portrays Positive Message 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

MARCO ISLAND — When the Seminole Wellness Conference 
convened from July 17-22 at the Marco Island Hilton, it added an 18th 
year to its history and delivered a positive message to its participants. 

"Until 1993 a small group of Seminoles were traveling to Native 
American recovery conferences out of the state and bringing home the 
message on an individual basis," said Seminole Family Service Director 
Helene Buster. "We realized that it was important to share the enormous 
benefits with a greater number of our people and began picking up cards 
from motivational speakers. We asked and were granted support by our 
Tribal Council." 

"The Wellness Conference started because we realized that we 


were not taking care of ourselves and needed to be educated," Buster 
continued. "Wellness takes in a broad expanse of the human experience. 
Choices, self-control, relationships and respect affect your personal, 
family, work, social and financial life. We are all survivors in one way 
or another." 

Calling attention to the basic focus of the conference, Buster said that 
loss, grief, abuse and addiction take on many forms and one must develop 
strength to cope with the traumatic events that create life's challenges 
and prevent them from adversely shaping the future. Addiction isn't 
just about drugs and alcohol, she said. Allowing something to control 
your actions or thoughts, such as diabetes, obesity, smoking, gambling, 
physical, emotional or financial abuse, all represent forms of addiction. 

The Conference officially got under way on July 18 with an 
extraordinary agenda. The term wellness covers a broad spectrum of 
topics such as physical, mental and spiritual wholeness, so 
Buster coordinated representatives from Recovery, Health, 
Fitness, Culture, Education, Seminole Police, Family 
Services and Recreation, as well as Tribal citizen volunteers, 
to implement a host of activities and presentations to assist, 
support and inspire personal wellness. 

Many of the Tribal Leaders participated in the opening 
commentaries, gave personal testimony and offered 
encouragement. 

"We are all one big family and need to take care of 
each other," said President Tony Sanchez Jr. "That is why 
we are here. Be supportive and include those around you in 
fellowship. Rehabilitation is something that you have to work 
hard to achieve. You only get back what you put into it." 

The guest speakers focused upon health issues, child 
welfare, substance abuse, financial stability, community and 
family involvement, mentoring, recovery, grief, gambling, 
spiritual wellness, self-help groups, warning signs and 
relapse. 

The motivational speakers came from across the nation 
and had been carefully selected based on their expertise on 
specific topics and past presentations. For many this was not 
their first appearance at the Seminole Wellness Conference, 
but their material was fresh and innovative. This year's line 
up included Dr. Bartlett, Doug Cox, John Bird, Rick Benson, 

Please see WELLNESS on page 9A 



Judy Weeks 

From left, Lydia Cypress, Director Helene Buster, motivational speaker Denise Alley and 
Teresa Jumper talk about living a well life with a native heart at the 18th annual Wellness 
Conference July 17-22 at the Marco Island Hilton. 
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♦ STORYTELLING 

From page 3A 

of advice came out of this story, courtesy of Wareham. 

“Listen to your inner voice and always be true to yourself,” 
he said as his storytelling segment came to its conclusion. 

Next up was Tribal painter/artist and Hollywood Tribal 
citizen Elgin Jumper, who showed the special guests a collection 
of artwork that he crafted. Jumper’s art, on display, featured 
the likes of a special mixed media Seminole collage and an oil 
painting of his father, Big Cypress Tribal elder Alan Jumper. 

The art presentation was followed by perhaps the night’s top 
highlight - a special Seminole poetry/stomp dancing sequence 
led by Immokalee Tribal citizen Victor Billie, which included 
words of poetry from Elgin Jumper. 

While Billie led the stomp dancers in song for the duration 
of the special function, Jumper recited seven poems from an 
acclaimed chat book he created in 2006, which was in conjunction 
with the University of Arkansas, according to the Tribal poet and 
painter. 

Jumper’s recited poems, combined with the Seminole stomp 
dancing song sequences, included the following: “Native Poem,” 
“The Green Corn Dance,” “Nightfall,” “For the Everglades,” 
“The Unconquered - 1842,” “The Better Road of Dreams - 
1978” and “The Sorrow of Fort Marion.” 

After the stomp dancing/poetry session concluded, a recap of 
all the action followed. 

“Growing up, we learned that our teachers were breathing 
inside of us,” Billie said. “We would never forget what our elders 
told us. They became a part of us on the inside.” 

Peter John Arroyo, the Florida Humanities Council’s 
alumni coordinator, said he was thoroughly moved by what had 
transpired at the museum function. 

“We came here to feel a reconnection with things that seem 
to be lost in this modem world,” Arroyo said of the Seminole 
special presentation. “As I listened to the flute, the poems and 
to the signing, I tmly felt that. It transported me to another place 
in time. This was some really powerful stuff here. It took me to 
another level; it gave me goose bumps.” 

Arroyo said that those from the outside world should 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen Elgin Juniper shows off an acrylic painting of 
Tribal pioneer/warrior Osceola featured with his black sash. 


appreciate the Seminoles’ willingness to share their life stories 
through song, art and poetry. 

“It’s a very emotional thing for them to open up to us,” 
Arroyo said. “With me as a minority, as a Hispanic, I really felt 
for them. I was able to share their pain and their glory.” 

This special event was presented to the Florida Humanities 
Council as part of its three-day summer trip to South Florida. The 
special guests were educators and administrators from schools 
across Florida. 

Jumper, who spearheaded the special event, said it was the 
first time the Tribe combined all of the Seminole arts and music 
elements into a single presentation at a public facility, as far as 
he was concerned. Overall, he said he was pleased by the warm 
reception he and his fellow Tribal citizens received from the City 
of Clewiston, the Florida Humanities Council and the Clewiston 
Museum. 

“This is something new to us,” Jumper said. “We thought 
about doing it for a long time, and I’m glad we got it done. There 
needs to be more of this. We need to continue to keep our culture 
alive and always strive to be in it with all our hearts.” 


+ NAJA 

From page 3A 


Osceola referred to that surreal instance as a 
“strike two” moment for the federal government. 
Two letters from the Seminole Tribe - one on 
March 24 and another in May - were drafted to 
President Obama in hopes of gaining the federal 
government’s acknowledgement of apology to 
Indian Country. 

“What’s going to be strike three before 
anyone takes us serious?” Osceola said. 
“This was the second time the [former] 
Chairman went directly to the White House. 
We have folks in Washington that were 
supposed to be interfacing between the 
United States of America, the Executive 
Office of the President and the Tribal 
leaders. The president of the United States 
is ignoring the Chairman of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Something has to change.” 

Osceola continued with her stance 
and beliefs on the federal government’s 
disposition toward Indian Country, stating 
that Natives are seen as a “problem” and a 
“threat” to the U.S. government. 

“If we have to stand here as Native 
people in 2011 and put up with the same 
derogatory, insulting and genocidal policies 
of the 1800s, then what can we tell our 
children that they have to look forward to?” 
Osceola asked aloud. 

“As of right now, the president has not 
corrected the record,” Osceola continued. 
“A letter and memo from the Department of 
Defense? That is not speaking on behalf of 
this country. That is not the president of the 
United States. We have heard no response 
from the president.” 

Osceola said it was necessary for the 
Tribe to take a “hard-line stance” on this 


issue. The Tribal citizen concluded her 
segment of the panel discussion by stating 
that the thought of Natives being seen as 
terrorists in 2011 is a “travesty.” 

“This Tribe isn’t going to tolerate it,” 
Osceola said. “I don’t know of any Tribe 
that would be willing to let that record 
stand... Other people are drawing lines. We 
didn’t create states. We didn’t put borders 
between the United States and Canada. We 
didn’t put borders between the United States 
and Mexico. We didn’t do that. We also 
didn’t create the reservations. All we were 
responsible for was dreaming that dream 
and that was to remain Native.” 

Rosenberg, Osceola’s co-panelist, 
highlighted this issue in greater detail 
months ago and reiterated the Tribal citizen’s 
view of the controversy during the NAJA 
Conference’s panel discussion of the matter. 

After the discussion, Osceola touched 
on the reason why it’s important for President 
Obama to issue a public apology to Native 
America about the federal government’s 
controversial comment. 

“The President of the United States 
represents the highest level of government 
in this country,” Osceola said. “If the highest 
level of government says it’s unacceptable 
and apologizes on behalf of the country and 
the administration, then that would mean 
something to Indian Country and its Tribal 
leaders. We can say we’re finally being taken 
seriously and we’re talking about issues that 
affect us. But without the apology, we’re still 
a problem. And that’s for all of our issues.” 

As of press time, no public apology has 
been issued by President Obama and the 
federal government. It remains to be seen 
whether the Tribe’s official request will be 
met with its total satisfaction. 


Polynesian Dancers and Tribal Citizens Get 
Their Groove On At Big Cypress Luau 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Harmony 
Cypress shows off her skills as she 
performs a Hula-Hoop dance. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Cicero Osceola, center, will be remembered by the Big 
Cypress Luau’s Polynesian dancers as the “Big Kahuna.” The event was held on 
July 26 inside the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium in Big Cypress. 



Naji Tobias 

The Polynesian dancers are on the stage set with Big Cypress Tribal senior 
Juanita Billie and Big Cypress Tribal youngster Ko’Oshee Henry at the 
conclusion of the July 26 event. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Brian Billie dances 
his way to the top as he grabs first place in the 
men’s clothing contest. 
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Judy Weeks 

Pastor Wonder Johns coordinated the services at the Seminole Tribe of Florida Prayer Gathering in Immokalee on July 23. 



Judy Weeks 

Tribal elder Betty Osceola has participated in prayer 
gatherings for her family, friends, community and 
leaders since she was a little girl. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee First Seminole Baptist Church Pastor Josh LeadingFox 
said, “You honor our church family by allowing us to host this prayer 
gathering.” 


Immokalee Hosts Prayer Day to Ask for God’s Guidance 


JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The official logo of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida is surrounded by the words 
M In God We Trust." These words reflect the beliefs of 
the forefathers in a higher power than themselves. In 
adopting a constitution, they prayed for the guidance of 
their Creator. 

Years have passed and many changes have taken 
place within the structure and economy of the Tribe, but 
these few simple words still ring true. As a democracy, 
the Tribal leaders are destined to change from time to 
time and the burdens they carry take on new shapes; 
however, their basic goals remain the same. 

The leaders must strive to protect and preserve the 
economic and physical well-being of their fellow Tribal 
members to guarantee the survival of their culture and to 
ensure their traditions are passed on to future generations. 
As citizens of the United States, it is important to pray 
for the wisdom, compassion and understanding of the 
president and congressional leadership that they might 
be guided along the right path to protect our freedom 
and country. 

Throughout the coming year, each reservation 
will host a Prayer Day asking God's guidance for 
their leaders, communities and all Tribal citizens. The 
Immokalee First Seminole Baptist Church opened their 
doors for their first prayer day on July 23. 

Following in the footsteps of their ancestors, 
religious leaders from all of the Tribal communities 
participated in the presentations, which Wonder Johns, 
Pastor Josh LeadingFox and Van Samuels coordinated. 
Nine pastors, missionaries, laymen and deacons took 
part in the service, offered prayers for God's help, gave 
thanks for his many blessings and led the congregation 
in song. 

The church was filled with people who had traveled 
from Brighton, Hollywood, Trail, Big Cypress, Tampa 
and Immokalee. For the elders, it was like the gatherings 
in the old days when they would attend all-day "sings" in 


the old churches, under the chickees and arbors, for the 
glory of their God and for the sharing of his blessings. 

"We came here and prayed when this was just a 
small piece of ground with a few chickees," Wonder 
Johns said. "Our prayers were heard and our leaders' 
hearts were touched. They have given us this church, 
which shows that with God all things are possible." 

Leading the congregation in the singing of traditional 
Mikasuki and Creek hymns, Matt Tiger said, "The spirit 
of our elders who have gone on before us fills the room 
as we sing the old hymns. They taught us to believe in 
God and worship him with these songs in our hearts." 

Taking turns, each religious leader quoted passages 
of inspiration from the Bible, gave encouragement, 
shared words of wisdom, offered prayers and counted 
the many daily blessings that people should not take for 
granted. 

"This brings back memories of my childhood," said 
President Tony Sanchez Jr. "I ask that you keep us in 
your prayers as we meet people and make decisions that 
affect others. I am humbled by your support and count 
my blessings. Without the Lord, I would not be where I 
am today. We must remember that divided we fall, but if 
we stay together God will give us strength." 

Coming forward Jack Smith joined the Tribal 
leaders and asked the congregation to offer prayers for 
his son who was very ill in the hospital in Hollywood. 
The congregation prayed for strength to carry his family 
through their time of trouble. Then one by one they filed 
past the leaders and offered prayers on their behalf. 

"We should be thankful that we are free to pray here 
today and remember the sacrifices that others are making 
to protect our freedom and religious rights," Big Cypress 
Council Rep. Mondo Tiger said. "I say 4 sho-na-bish’ to 
those of you who pray each day for me and my staff. You 
are precious to me and I ask God to make me worthy of 
your trust." 

Following the prayer meeting, the congregation 
moved to the Fellowship Hall where a generous buffet 
had been prepared by the ladies of the church following 
the Seminole traditions of their ancestors. 


Back to School Safety Tips: Bus, School Zone Safety; Social Media; And How Kids Can Handle Strangers 


BY THE OFFICE OF YOUR POLICE CHIEF, 

William R. Latchford 

The new school year has arrived, following a summer full of fun 
activities our children and their families enjoyed. As we prepare for a 
successful year, here are some suggestions to help keep children safe. 

BUS & SCHOOL ZONE SAFETY 

Transporting kids to and from school in a safe manner is a priority to 
all of us. Therefore, we need to keep in mind and discuss the following 
safety tips: 

• Be on the lookout for children darting out between cars as we 
transport kids to school. 

• Follow the posted speed limit signs in each school zone. 

• Be sure children are familiar with the procedures for getting on and 
off the school bus. 

• Parents keep in mind, as buses travel with the children, traffic does 
move slower and patience is vital to allow everyone to get to school and 
home safely. 

• Familiarize yourself with school drop off and pick up rules. Follow 
the designated patterns. 

• Always cross the street in the designated crosswalks. 


• Refrain from distractions in a school zone including the use of cell 
phones. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Social media is a great way to engage our kids within school as well 
as within families. 

• It is a brave new world of communication. However, we must remind 
kids what they write and what they say is not private and not to publicize 
the things they don't want public. 

• Spend time with your teenager going through the privacy settings 
and discussing how to set each one. 

• Depending on the age of your teenager, you may want to restrict how 
your teen can be found. A 14 year old should be a bit tougher to find than 
an 1 8 year old. 

• Most people utilize social media, and it is a great avenue for kids to 
intertwine with parents, keeping in mind safety first. 

STRANGERS, BOTH GOOD & BAD? 

• Teach your child the power of “no.” Predators seek out kids who may 
be reluctant to oppose an adult. 

• Good communication between parents and children is vital. Teach 
your child to tell you immediately if approached by a stranger. 

• Be careful with stranger danger conversations. Just knowing who is 


a stranger can be confusing to kids. They may picture someone who looks 
scary, but sometimes danger can come from someone they already know. 
Teach them the difference. 

• For example, teach them to ask for help from a woman with a child, 
uniformed officer or someone wearing a nametag. There are good strangers 
such as teachers, security guards and store clerks. 

• Tell your child who will be picking them up every day. If someone 
different arrives they will hopefully alert someone and curtail a potential 
dangerous situation from occurring. 

• Children should not get into a vehicle of someone they do not know. 
If someone tries to pull a child in, teach them to kick hard and scream loud 
for help. 

• Ongoing dialogue with a child about strangers builds confidence and 
strength. 

• If approached by a stranger, run to another adult or home for help. 
Most adults will assist a child. 

• Teach the buddy system to children. Walk in pairs or more. 

• If being followed by a vehicle, try and obtain the tag number and 
report the incident to an adult. 

Seminole Police Department wishes a spectacular school year for our 
children and families. 


GUY SELIGMAN, P.A. 

Criminal Defense Attorney 
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Tribal Members Attend Zo’s Summer Groove 


BY GERRY MAYEN 
SMP Event Coordinator, Producer 

Last month, the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino presented Zo’s Summer Groove, a 
three-day fundraising event benefiting Alonzo 
Mourning Charities (AMC), to celebrate 
15 years of the nonprofit organization’s 
service to the community. Several Tribal 
members attended the charitable anniversary 
extravaganza that took place from July 22-24 
and included a golf tournament, comedy show 
and benefit dinner. 

Alonzo Mourning Charities, a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization, aims to create platforms 
for youth to succeed. Since 1997, AMC 
has raised more than $7 million for various 
programs that aid in the development of 
children and their families, according to the 
organization’s website. In addition to supporting 
other nonprofit organizations, Mourning has 
focused his attention on the development of 
education and enrichment programming for at- 
risk students. 

This year’s Summer Groove event 
included Zo’s Summer Groove Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino Golf Classic presented by 
Hublot Watches and Coca-Cola; Zo’s Summer 
Groove Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Comedy 
Show presented by Alters Law Firm; and Zo’s 
Summer Groove Benefit Dinner and Gala with 
a Night of Entertainment Featuring Grammy 
Award Winner Alicia Keys that took place at 
Hard Rock Live. 

For more information about Alonzo 
Mourning Charities, visit http://www. 
amcharities.org. 



Claribel Linderman 


Former Miami Heat player Alonzo Mourning, right, and wife, Tracy, 
support his three-day fundraising extravaganza at Zo’s Summer 
Groove Benefit Dinner and Gala at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino on July 23. 



Claribel Linderman 

President Tony Sanchez Jr., Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank, Hollywood Board Rep. Christopher Osceola and Sandy 
Arrendondo are joined by friends at the Zo’s Summer Groove Benefit Dinner and Gala. 
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Seminole Princess Pageant 


The Legend of Eecho, 
Huhl-pah-te and Amber Craig 


It was 1 1 p.m., but Eecho Billie was wide 
awake. He and little sister Aubie stood on the 
deck of their father’s airboat as it soared atop 
the water. Both had search lights strapped 
to their foreheads and were holding long- 
handled gigs. They balanced, shifting weight 
from one leg to the other, as the airboat flew 
over grass patches and tidal flats, roaring full 
speed through the night. 

Suddenly the wind stopped squealing 
by, the big propeller roared to a hummm, the 
boat dropped and centrifugal force pulled the 
two kids forward. But they were ready and 
balanced, legs holding tight. Out in the water 
were hundreds of orange lights. 

Alligator eyes. 

We were looking for a special gator, 
Eecho told me. Had to be just the right 
size. He held 9-year-old hands, thumbs and 
forefingers together in a simulated gator 
grabbing grip. His friend Amber Craig 
needed a gator for the Seminole Princess 
Pageant, in which she was a contestant from 
the Brighton Reservation. “She needs it for 
her talent show,” he explained. 

At low power, his father deftly 
maneuvered the craft, following the fingers 
as the kids pointed here and there over the 
water teemins with huhl-nah-te. Finallv. not 


far from shore, a small gator was separated 
from the crowd. 

The boat glided over close and the 
unlucky gator froze. Eecho gently set down 
the gig, leaned over, aimed and jabbed his 
arms into the water as the gator dove. Water 
splashed all over the front of the boat. Aubie 
leaned over with beautiful big brown eyes 
wide, watching her brother work. 

With a smile wider than the gator, he 
pulled the creature into the boat, hands 
positioned perfectly behind the jowls, away 
from the wildly thrashing, snapping mouth. 
His father, an old gator wrestler himself, 
never said a word. He had taught the son 
well. Eecho had the black electrical tape - the 
most important part of gator catching - and 
began wrapping it around the snout. 

Someone said, “Good job, Eecho.” The 
young man looked up and half-smiled. It was 
no big deal. He does it all the time. 

Next week at the pageant, Eecho ran 
onstage and handed Amber the gator. She 
held the reptile as she told a legend about the 
dog and the gator. At the end of her story, the 
dog ran away with the gator’s nose. The gator 
was left with the dog’s nose and everyone 
thought the gator ate the dog. 

— Peter B. Gallagher 


PRINCESS 

From page 1A 


(a written summary about the theme of the pageant) and 
Miss Congeniality and included: Jewel Buck (talent), 
Jaryaca Baker (talent and S.A.), Alicia Nunez (S.A.) and 
Apolonia Nunez (Miss Congeniality). 

The event also featured new faces in judging and 
visiting royalty: Evereta Lee Thinn of the Navajo Nation 
and Miss Indian Nations 2010-11; Mitchelene BigMan 
of the Crow Nation and retired First Class Sergeant; 
Julia Kelly of the Piegan Clan and retired Ammunition 
Specialist Private/Command Sergeant Major; and Karina 
Brez, the newly crowned Miss Florida U.S.A. 2011-12. 

“It has been a wonderful experience seeing you 
ladies grow up and now you will represent us as our 
princess,” said Chairman James E. Billie at the annual 
dinner reception a day earlier. 

Buck said outgoing Miss Seminole Jimmie was a 
mentor throughout her reign, as well as a big supporter 
and motivator. 

“She (Cassandra) told me that representing the 
Tribe is not hard, just be myself. She was my inspiration 
throughout. The way she talked to people and represented 
herself was a great thing,” Buck said. 

Jimmie said the experience was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and helped her develop socially. 

“I accomplished a lot in my public speaking. The 
whole thing has opened my eyes to becoming a leader,” 
Jimmie said. “I would tell the new Princess to be herself. 
Everything she does needs to come from the heart and 
remember where she comes from and that she represents 
the Tribe.” 
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Seminole Police Department CSA Larry 
Hamilton Retires With 11 Years of Service 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Hamilton gets a hug from Legal Department 
Executive Assistant Agnes Motlow during 
the farewell retirement gathering held in the 
Tribal Headquarters break room July 29 among 
dozens of supporters and co-workers. 


Larry Hamilton, right, 11-year Seminole Tribe of Florida employee and 
Seminole Police Department CSA (Community Service Aide), shows off a 
custom-made police badge given to him courtesy of SPD and Seminole 
Police Chief William Latchford, left. 


Household Products Health and Safety Information 


BY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Do you know what’s under your kitchen sink, in 
your garage, in your bathroom and on the shelves in 
your laundry room? Do any of the household products 
you use pose a potential health risk to you and your 
family? To help you answer these questions The 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Library of 
Medicine (NLM) has established an online consumer 
guide that provides easy to understand information 
on the potential health effects of more than 4,000 
common household products. 

Many household products contain substances 
that can pose health risks if they are ingested, 
inhaled or come into contact with your eyes and skin. 
The new Household Products Database at http:// 
householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov provides information 
on these substances and their potential health effects 
in language that’s clear and easy to understand. 
Additionally, technical information is also available 
by following links directly into NLM’s more technical 
databases on toxicology, hazardous chemicals and 
other topics. 

The Household Products Database allows the 
general public to browse a product category, such 
as “Pesticides” or “Personal Care,” by alphabetical 
listing or by brand name. You can also search for 
products by type, manufacturer, product ingredient or 
chemical name. 

For example, suppose you’re trying to decide 
which algae-killing product to use in your swimming 


pool. You can select the ”Landscape/Yard/Swimming 
Pool’’ category in Household Products and click on 
’’Algaecide,’’ and then browse through several brands 
to look for chemical content and possible health 
hazards. 

The Household Products Database can help you 
answer questions like: 

• What chemicals are found in a specific product 
and in what percentages? 

• What are the potential health effects of the 
ingredients in a specific brand? 

• Which products contain a specific chemical you 
are concerned about? 

• Who manufactures a specific brand, and how 
can the manufacturer be contacted? 

• What other information about a chemical can 
you find in other NLM databases? 

Information for the Household Products Database 
comes from a variety of publicly available sources, 
including brand-specific labels and information 
provided by manufacturers and their websites. NLM 
plans to continue adding more brands to the existing 
categories and will also continue to add new types 
of products to the Household Products Database as 
well as work to keep the existing information in the 
database current and accurate. 

Information taken from National Institute of 
Health website and www.eNotAlone.com. 

The Environmental Health Program requests that 
you call the Health Department with any environmental 
health issues. You can reach them at 954-985-2330. 


Longtime SMP Broadcasting Reporter Briana 
D’Andrea Says Farewell After Four Years 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Media Productions broadcasting reporter Briana D’Andrea, middle front row, with co-workers and friends 
outside of Marino’s Italian Restaurant as part of D’Andrea’s farewell luncheon on Aug. 1. As one of the faces of the 
Seminole Channel, the longtime mainstay says goodbye after four years of service in the department. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


D’Andrea, right, with Higher Education D’Andrea, left, with Seminole Channel co-host Everett Osceola. 
Adviser Linda lley. 


Seventh Annual Seminole Superstar Talent 
Show Crowns Another Champ 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Lola Lavoy is all smiles on stage with her $5,000 prize winnings as the latest winner of the seventh annual Seminole 
Superstar Talent Show held at the Hard Rock Live on July 25. Joining the Seminole Hard Rock employee were five other 
musical acts representing the Tribe’s casino properties with other cash prizes, raffles and giveaways. 


What is Codependency? 


BY FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

The term codependency describes a situation in 
which a person literally becomes emotionally addicted 
to another person’s addiction. Some experts even refer 
to codependency as a ’’relationship addiction’’ because 
codependents often form dysfunctional, one-sided 
relationships with self-destructive partners. Although 
the phenomenon of codependency has existed for many 
years, a constructive definition only emerged with the 
rise of 12-step recovery programs such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous (AA), Overeaters Anonymous (OA) and 
Narcotics Anonymous (NA). 

Researchers studying the mechanisms of addiction 
discovered that certain family members, romantic 
partners or close friends formed unhealthy bonds 
with the addict. These people seemed determined to 
rescue or protect the addict, even to the point of self- 
sacrifice. Recovering addicts recognized this behavior 
as “enabling,” providing addictive substances in order 
to keep an addict from becoming completely healthy. 
Codependency is often defined as a maladjustment 
disorder, in which the codependent feeds off the 
emotional need created by the addict. Codependency 
is usually an emotional self-defense mechanism 
triggered by childhood experiences in a dysfunctional 
home marred by substance abuse or overly restrictive 
parents. 

Many people assume that codependency is a 
strictly passive condition, with the codependent 
only performing as a servant to the addict. In reality, 
codependency is a passive-aggressive condition, 
with the enabler controlling the addict through 
emotional and physical manipulation. In an unhealthy 
relationship forged by codependency, the enabler needs 


the addict to remain unhealthy and dependent. While 
many people feel a strong need to help a loved one in 
a time of personal crisis, a number of codependents 
see themselves as martyrs or self-sacrificing heroes. 
Caring for an addict helps define them as people 
worthy of respect, which they believe they wouldn’t 
receive under healthier circumstances. 

Codependency is a learned behavior, with 
children observing the effects of addiction on their 
parents. A person who experienced childhood traumas 
will often seek out a partner with substance abuse 
problems or anti-social behavior. The belief generated 
by codependency is that he or she will somehow be 
able to “fix” this person’s numerous issues. In actuality, 
these codependent relationships often crash and bum, 
leaving the codependent with even lower self-esteem. 
Because many codependents avoid interaction with 
healthy, well-adjusted people, the codependency 
cycle usually continues with a series of damaging 
relationships. 

Codependency can be treated through 
psychotherapy and intervention, although it can be 
very difficult to convince codependents to seek help. 
In their minds, codependents only perform a role 
others should play in an addict’s life. Many feel they 
have honorable intentions, even if they don’t always 
have successful results. Ironically, codependency can 
trigger addictive behavior in the enabler, creating an 
even more complicated relationship with the addict 
and others. 

Should you wish to learn more about codependency, 
please feel free to schedule a confidential meeting 
with a Family Services Counselor on your respective 
reservation. 

Source: 2003-2011 Conjecture Corporation 



United Stales Department ol' the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Seminole Agency 

6100 Hollywood Boulevard. Suite 206 
Hollywood. Florida 331)24 
(954) 9X3 153 7 
(0541 983 5018 fax 



NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OFTHK ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
FINDINC OF NO SIGNIFIC ANT IMPACT 


AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs (B1A) 

ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA) 


SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) has issued a Finding: of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) Tor approving* tire construction and lease of a home on trust property for Marccllus 
Osceola Sr. The approximately 1 .49 acre lot is located off of Molly Pritchard Road within the 
Tribe’s Big* Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation (BCSIR). in Hendry Oounty, Florida 
(Township 48 South. Range 34 Fast. Section 32). The BIA has approved and adopted the 
Environmental Assessment (EA). dated July 201 1. prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Environmental Resource Mnnngemcnt Department and entitled "Marccllus Osceola Sr. Proposed 
l.case. Seminole Tribe of Florida. Big Cypress Reservation. Hendry CTounty. Florida”. This EA 
has been adopted and FONSI issued for the approval of the home construction and lease of trust 
lands in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1909. 

NOTICE: This is a Notice of Availability (NOA), that the EA and FONSI for the Federal action 
of approving the proposed home construction and lease of trust property are available for public 
review. The BIA has approved and adopted the above referenced EA which addressed this 
proposal. T he FONSI determination was based on review and analysis of the information in the 
EA. Based on the EA. it has been determined that the action will not result in significant impacts 
to the quality of the human environment, therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required. Vou may obtain a copy of the EA and FONSI from the BIA Eastern Regional Office or 
the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 6365 
Tall Street. Suite 3008. Hollywood. FL 33024. telephone (954) 905-4380. 

APPF.AI.S: “This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not a decision to proceed with 
an action, therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C7.F.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period ullcr 
the decision to proceed with the action is made before the action may he implemented. Appeal 
information will he made publicly available when the decision to proceed is made.*’ 

For further information please contact Kurt G. Chundlcr, Regional Environmental Scientist. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. Rustem Regional Office. 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville. TN 
372 14. telephone (G 15) 504-0832. 


A Date: 

Superintendent. Seminole Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 



JU DITH A. HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 



Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


(954) 525-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 






WELLNESS 

From page 3A 


Denise Alley, John Glen, Dr. Packer, Sonya Beanland, Nadja 
Jones, Tommy McGee and Renee Siegel. 

Annual Native American favorites John Bird, Alley and Dr. 
Bartlett entwined their life's stories and personal experiences with 
their messages of spirituality, family communication, relationship 
challenges, cultural and heritage beliefs. 

Author and lecturer Alley emphasized the importance of 
family communication and living a well life with a Native heart. 
She said, "We are born with our culture and heritage. They define 
who we are and give us the strength from our Creator for survival. 
Love yourself and develop self-respect so that you can love others 
and ensure that your culture survives for future generations." 

Outstanding presentations by Allied Health, Seminole Police, 
Fitness and Dr. Packer tackled the difficult topics of diabetes, 
medication abuse, obesity, exercise and diet control that can 
literally steal the life from your body. 

"At every Conference, we have focused upon ourselves," 
said Carol Cypress. "We started a youth program approximately 
four years ago and it has been a tremendous success. More than 
60 young people participated in this year's activities with special 
presentations by our guest speakers focusing on age appropriate 
topics for children from 5 to 1 6 years old. By turning from addiction 
to family programs we are helping to ensure that our children have 
the advantage of not having to experience our mistakes." 

Nightly meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous, the Women's 
Group and Culture saw record participation. Lawrence Osceola 
hit the mark when he said that we create our own limitations in 
our minds, and our bodies are too willing to follow. If you are at 
the conference, you are in service and this is vital. Sharing your 
experience and perseverance provides the support necessary to 
continue life one day at a time. 


And 6 a.m. wasn’t too early for the 137 walkers who trekked 
along the edge of the surf during the early morning beach walks. 
Several of the participants commented on the empowered feeling 
that comes from hitting the sand in the dark and sharing the 
sunrise. Exercise is a big part of a healthy lifestyle. The Fitness 
Department urged that the attendees take this knowledge home 
and let it be an inspiration. 

Personal testimonies provided by Tribal citizens in recovery 
are a daily highlight. Sharing the pain of their problems and the 
stressful transition to recovery forms a connection between the 
speaker and the audience that is inspirational and brings hope to 
those struggling to achieve or maintain recovery. 

The 2011 Closing Sobriety Count Down reached awesome 
proportions. Making a declaration of their time in recovery, the 
attendees came forward one at a time and joined the Circle of 
Recovery. The final tabulation reached 684 years, nine months and 
20 days. Joining hands the group recognized the power greater 
than their own that gives them the strength to go forward one day 
at a time. Strength comes in support and more than 500 people 
participated in the week's activities. 

Tuxedoes, evening gowns and party attire transformed the 
banquet room into a Royal Ball for the closing dinner party. All 
of the participants were recognized as VIPs for the occasion. 
Following an exquisite buffet, a live performance by "The 
Beatles" rocked the room and brought the audience to their feet 
for a standing ovation as the impersonators played a continuous 
repertoire of the British icons. 

"Seminoles in Recovery are all about giving back what is 
freely given to you," Jodie King said. "Sobriety is a lifetime project 
and the Wellness Conference is designed to provide support and 
empower us to achieve our goals one day at a time. Remember 
that you made these things happen and you are why we are here. 
Stay focused!" 



Judy Weeks 

Native American motivational speaker Dr. Bartlett was not 
only a hit with the adults but became a real hero for Alice 
Jimmie. 




Photo above, Lydia Cypress, 
Harry Billie, former Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and Claudia 
Doctor share both family 
ties and commitment to the 
Seminoles in Recovery. 

Left photo, Carol Cypress 
focuses on youth programs, 
AA Meetings and the Women’s 
Group. 

Judy Weeks 
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Pesticide and Fertilizer Application 


BY WHITNEY SAPIENZA 
Environmental Resource 
Management Department 

The Environmental Resource 
Management Department (ERMD) was 
created in 1987 by the Tribal Council of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida to protect 
and evaluate the Tribes land and water 
resources. ERMD is overseen by the 
Seminole Water Commission which was 
created in 1989 by the Tribal Council The 
Commission, with technical assistance 
from ERMD, has developed rules to 
protect the quality of surface water within 
the boundaries of the Tribe s reservations. 
ERMD assists other Tribal Departments 
such as Housing, Real Estate and 
Community Planning and Development 
and works with Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. in the development and management 
of Tribal natural resources. 

To continue our mission for education 
and dissemination of information that 
aims to environmental compliance, ERMD 
will publish a series of articles that inform 
and educate the Seminole community 
and citizens in general about common 
practices that can potentially harm our 
environment and alternative practices 
that can minimize or prevent the adverse 
impacts to our health and the environment. 

We welcome your suggestions, 
comments and questions. Please send them 
to isidroduque@semtribe.com or contact 
us at 954-965-4380 

The following article about plastic 
water bottles is the third article in our 
series. 

Identifying the Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for pesticide and 
fertilizer use can save you both time and 
money, while decreasing the adverse 
effects to the environment. Fertilizer 
application can increase short-term crop 
yields or keep the grass on your lawn 
green; however, this comes with potential 
detrimental environmental and health 
effects. Many of the problems associated 
with fertilizer application stem from 
the inability of soil to retain the applied 
fertilizer. It is estimated that about half 
of every metric ton of fertilizer applied to 
fields never end up in the plant tissue but 
are instead evaporated or washed into our 
wetlands, rivers, canals and lakes. Excess 
nutrients from fertilizers in waterways 
produce excessive plant production in the 
form of algal blooms. The surplus of plant 
life consumes all available oxygen in the 
water causing other plants and animals 
to suffocate. To decrease the amount of 
runoff into the local water ways, postpone 
your fertilizer application if a rain event of 
greater than 1 inch is expected and do not 
fertilize on lawn areas within 10 feet from 
the water’s edge. 

Most fertilizers on the market include 
a combination of nitrogen (N), phosphorus 


(P) and potassium (K), which are the 
primary major nutrients required for plants 
to grow. Fertilizer bags are labeled with their 
nutrients concentration in percentile form. 
For example, if the fertilizer label states 
15-0-15, this indicates that the fertilizer 
contains 1 5 percent N concentration (first 
number), 0 percent P concentration (middle 
number) and 15 percent K concentration 
(last number). The concentrations of N, 
P, K are very important when purchasing 
a fertilizer. In South Florida, the soils are 
usually sufficient in phosphorus; therefore, 
phosphorus is not always required for plant 
growth. To decrease the adverse affects of 
fertilizer application to the environment 
purchase a slow-release fertilizer with low 
or no phosphorus. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
is utilized in efforts to promote the most 
sustainable ways to control pests while 
minimizing the risks to human health 
and the environment. ERMD offers 
the following pesticide application 
recommendations : 

1 . Do not over water your lawn. When 
grass is overwatered it becomes a breeding 
ground for unwanted insects. 

2. Tolerate some insects and leaf 
damage; this allows beneficial predatory 
insects and birds to locate and naturally 
resolve the pest problem. 

3 . Always read the labels and apply the 
recommended application of pesticides. 
More is never better. 

4. Select a pesticide that will have 
the least impact on the environment. The 
environmental impacts of pesticides are 
based on three properties: the sorption, 
how tightly pesticide are held by the soil 
surface; water solubility, the amount of 
pesticides that will dissolve in a given 
amount of water; and persistence, the 
amount of time a pesticide remains in the 
environment. Pesticides with high sorption 
and low solubility are the least likely to 
have adverse effects on the environment 
by leaching into groundwater or being 
transported by runoff into local waterways. 

5. Do not apply pesticides before 
a high- intensity rainfall. The highest 
vulnerability of pesticide runoff is typically 
within 10-15 days after application. 
Applying pesticides surrounding a rainfall 
event will increase your overhead cost and 
environmental pollution caused by runoff. 

6. If utilizing a sprayer, calibrate 
sprayers regularly to ensure the correct 
amount of pesticides are being applied. 

Remember to store all pesticides and 
fertilizers in the original containers in a 
dry, well-ventilated area out of the reach 
of children. For additional information 
pertaining to pesticide and fertilizer 
application, please contact the ERMD 
office at isidroduque@semtribe.com 
or at 954-965-4380. We welcome your 
suggestions, comments and questions. 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Homeownership is an important investment in your personal and financial security. 
If you’re thinking about buying, renovating or building a one-to four-family home 
within your tribal service area, our loan process can help make it come true. At 
Wells Fargo Home Mortgage not only do we have flexible terms and options, but our 
consultants will get to know you so they can guide you through the loan process with 
personal advice. 

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 
Native American Lending 
Phone: 605-575-8733 
Tollfree: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 
Fax: 866-880-7943 
eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 


t=I 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801 AS615381 04/11-07/11 



Together we’ll go far 









The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should be based solely upon advertisement. Guy J. Seligman worked as a Certified Legal Intern In both the State 
Attorney and Public Defenders offices in Dade and Broward County; he has been in private practice for 1 6 years. He graduated from Nova Southeastern University 
Law School in 1 987. and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1 988. 
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Editorial 


ROAD BLOCK: ABSURD NEW BOARD: HARD WORK 



• James E. Billie 

C hokoloskee is a legendary location 
for Seminole people, especially 
for the families of the late Frank 
Billie, Sonny Billie and his mother, and Betty 
Mae Jumper. I believe that Frank J. Billie and 
Alice Billie of Big Cypress are the only elders 
still alive from the many Seminoles and their 
families who came to Chokoloskee to trade with 
Ted Smallwood throughout the early 1900s. 

The Smallwood location is a historic 
place that honors our Seminole people, poor 
but strong, who first came out of the swamps 
in those days. Mr. Smallwood welcomed and 
provided us credit. He even allowed Seminoles 
to camp and fish from the beach next to the 
Store. 

As time went along, I came along in the 
1990s and asked around if the land known as 
the old Blue Heron motel property, next to 
the Smallwood Store, was for sale. They said 
it was and the Seminole Tribe purchased the 
property in 1999. There we began an annual 
gathering, our Seminole Indian Days, where 
we could bring our arts and crafts and share 
our old stories and legends about the place. We 
enjoyed sharing this history with others and the 
feelings it brought to us about how important 
the Smallwood Store was to our people in the 
early 1900s. 

We had great fun. Paul Buster, myself, 


Andy Buster and others would provide music, 
and Tribal members would conduct clothing 
contests, arts and crafts contests, even baby 
contests to the delight and education of many 
Seminoles and our visitors. Since the property 
belonged to the Seminole Tribe in honor of 
our people who came here to trade in the early 
1900s, we had no thought of ever selling it or 
being betrayed to sell the property by our own 
system. 

Which was, in fact, exactly what happened. 

We have records and documents that 
show the previous administration and our 
Indian employees orchestrated the sale of the 
Smallwood property to a group of non-Indians. 
The transaction was not told to the rest of 
Tribal members. It went through Legal, Real 
Estate and the Tribal Council, and the Tribal 
members were not told. The sale was done in an 
underhanded manner; in fact, it has only been 
recently that we all finally realized agreements 
had been signed and the Smallwood property 
had been sold. 

Even though the land was sold to non- 
Indians, at first, we still had the opportunity to 
go through the property and visit the Smallwood 
Store. But, in a very short time, the new owners 
have recently demolished all the buildings on 
the site, demolished the road, put up a fence and 
do not allow anyone to go to the Smallwood 
Store. 

This seems absolutely absurd to me. We 
Seminole Indians cannot visit that store unless 
we want to walk through the swamp and 
mangroves on the other side. When we had the 
property, all those years, we allowed anyone to 
come through there to visit. I would believe this 
if I was in some third-world country. But here in 
Chokoloskee, U.S.A.? I cannot believe it. What 
an absurd situation. 

But, it was created by our own previous 
Tribal Council. When I found out how Legal, 
Real Estate and the Council sold away historic 
property of the Seminole Tribe ... I began to 
wonder: What is this group coming to? I guess 
you could say it finally came back at them. 

Now, at this point, the case has fallen into 
the court. We must hope for some justice and 
that a decision will be made to take the fence 
down and restore the right-of-way, so we can all 
once again visit the Smallwood Store. 

Sho-naa-bish! 

James E. Billie 

Chairman 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 


• Tony Sanchez Jr. 

A fter wanting to serve the Tribe in this capacity 
for a long time, now that I am in the President’s 
office, I am surprised at how little we have done 
to carry forth the vision our elders instilled in our original 
corporate charter and constitution, especially in the area of 
economic development. 

Historically, it seems as if our Boards have preferred to 
take a “sit back, wait and see” attitude, instead of proactively 
investing the real time and effort that it takes to make a 
business venture successful. 

Believe me, a lot of time and effort was invested by our 
elders and ancestors as they pursued the process to establish 
this Tribe more than 50 years ago. They even had to work 
to raise the basic funds to travel to Washington, D.C., where 
they had to go to get us recognized and get our charter and 
constitution approved. 

From the very beginning the Tribe’s goal has always 
been to be self sufficient. We can’t just sit back and wait for 
that to happen - it takes a lot of hard work, in and out of the 
office. My job is to clearly communicate this goal, not just 
today, but way beyond that, across the long term where the 
results will speak for themselves. This is not just me, but the 
belief of all of us on the Board. 

I’m excited about the makeup of our Board of Directors. 
We are probably the most educated and proven experienced 
Board the Tribe has ever had. We have had opportunities 
that those before us did not have and we took advantage. I 
am confident in this Board. We know what needs to be done; 
each and every one of us on the Board is willing to put forth 
the effort. 

So, when I say that this is a new day, I am not being 
disrespectful or criticizing - in fact I thank all of those 
who came before us for getting us to where we are right 
now. We have benefitted from those in our past who gave 
us opportunities that they never had and told us to “get an 
education, work as hard as you can and then bring your 
knowledge back to help the Tribe.” 

That is what we are all about. The community will 
watch us step forward, and they will enjoy the successes of 
our hard work. The main function of the Board is to create 
bottom-line profit and that is what we are going to do. We 
are not going to just rely on the information given to us by 
experts. We are going to roll up our sleeves and get right 
in there, become part of the process. Hands on, not sitting 
back. 

There will be an infrastructure for profit. You can set 
up a business, put your policies and procedures in place, 
establish your managers and directors - but without hard 
work, your chances of failure are excellent. We plan to be 
in daily communication and meet regularly. We will all be 
seen everywhere in the Tribe. Yes, we have reservation 
Representatives, but you will see the guy from Hollywood 
everywhere, Big Cypress, Brighton, the Trail, not just on 
the reservation he was elected from. I want those guys with 


me, as much 
as possible, at 
every corner 
of the Tribe. 

That’s be- 
cause every- 
thing each one 
of us Board 
members does 
will impact 
not just our 
own reserva- 
tion, but the 
entire Tribe. 

The commu- 
nity is already 
seeing this as 
a whole new 
day. They see 
it in the way 

we conduct ourselves as elected officials and the way we 
express our visions to our enterprise managers. I guess you 
could call it intimate involvement, because in the end, we on 
the Board are responsible. If something happens, we can’t 
just shift blame to one of our managers. We are in there 
every day. Nothing will happen without all of us knowing 
about it. 

I am talking about a much more cohesive, proactive 
Board. That is not to say we won’t have disagreements. I 
expect heated discussions. We all won’t agree on everything, 
but we will sit there and hash things out, with all the passion 
we all have for our job. And we will walk out of the room 
together. It’s like a marriage. Each time you have a fight, you 
don’t call in the divorce lawyer, do you? There is nothing 
wrong with healthy disagreement! 

There are so many exciting things going on. Just today 
on my desk is an idea about expanding our cigarette business, 
perhaps manufacture our own tax-free cigarettes like other 
Tribes are doing. We want to let the U.S. government 
know, “Hey, if Homestead Air Force base closes and the 
land reverts back to Indian Tribes, the Seminole Tribe is 
interested in that land.” Every day, these ideas emerge - 
new and exciting possibilities for the Seminole Tribe. 

As I said, we are not going to sit back and let anyone, 
not even other Tribes, beat us in our own backyard. We want 
to make it known that we aren’t just sitting around waiting 
for something to happen. We are proactive. We’ll make 
it happen. Our noses are to the grindstone. Our eyes are 
looking everywhere. We will recognize and take advantage 
of our opportunities, for the greater benefit of all our people. 

Tony Sanchez Jr. 

President 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 




LETTERS TO 

THE EDITOR 


Letter of Support to Smallwood Store Manager Lynn 
McMillin from Barbara E. Mattick 


Dear Ms. McMillin: 

We recognize that the Ted Smallwood Store, Inc. as 
501(c)3 not-for-profit organization represents the place where 
Florida’s pioneer culture and the Seminole Tribal culture of 
the Everglades came together at the beginning of the 20th 
century. This nearly 100-year-old building was constructed 
on an ancient archeological site in 1917 and raised on pilings 
in order to make it better withstand hurricanes in 1925. The 
store was an early trading post, providing the material goods 
required for settlement, and served as the post office for the 
remote area. 

Because of its vital significance to the settlement of 
Southwest Florida, Ted Smallwood’s Store was honored by 
placement on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 
and has been the recipient of historic preservation and museum 
grants from the Florida Division of Historical Resources, 
Museum of Florida History and the Florida Division of 
Cultural Affairs. 


Today, the Smallwood Store still serves as a time capsule 
of Chokoloskee/Everglades City life. It represents Southwest 
Florida’s earliest fishing and farming industry and is a place 
where tourists and residents go to experience the unique history 
of the Ten Thousand Islands area. Any interruption in heritage 
visitation adversely impacts this important historic landmark, 
diminishes the site’s value as a cultural tourism destination 
and denies a direct validation of the life and times of some of 
the region’s earliest settlers. Please keep our office updated on 
significant developments concerning the ongoing negotiations 
related to access to this important historic cultural property. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara E. Mattick, Ph.D. 

Interim Chief, Bureau of Historic Preservation 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

Florida Department of State 


Letter to Chairman James E. Billie from 
Secretary of State Kurt S. Browning 


Letter to the Judge, Sheriff and County Commissioners 
of Collier County from Peter Matthiessen 


Dear Chairman Billie: 

On behalf of the Florida Department 
of State, I want to congratulate you on the 
occasion of your inauguration as Chairman of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida and leader of the 
Tribal Council. We certainly want to offer our 
best wishes to you for a long and successful 
tenure. 

The Department of State particularly notes 
your strong support of Florida’s cultural heritage 
throughout your entire career as Chairman of the 
Seminole Tribe. We appreciate your continued 
awareness of the value of the cultural arts in 
Florida, exhibited by your commitment as a 
performing artist, your vision for the founding 
of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, your longtime 
dedication to the Florida Folk Festival and 
assistance to the Museum of Florida History, and 
your endorsement of numerous other education 
programs for the Seminole Tribe and the people 
of Florida in past years. 

As Florida’s Chief Cultural Officer, I have 
been asked by Gov. Rick Scott to coordinate 
Viva Florida 500, the 500-year anniversary 


of “La Florida” coming in 2013. This will be 
a wide-reaching celebration of who we are 
as a state. We are already in touch with the 
Florida Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs. 
I look forward to you joining with us for this 
important series of events and festivals in 
order to commemorate not only the arrival of 
Spanish, English and French explorers to these 
shores beginning in 1513, but most especially, 
to remember the pre-European history of our 
state. This journey - from colony, to territory, 
and to state of the union - is a blending of all the 
cultures that have made us what we are today. 

The Viva Florida 500 initiative will honor 
the important role of Florida’s native people 
in our history. When your schedule permits, 
please contact my office so that we can begin 
discussions as we move forward in the planning 
process. 

Sincerely, 

Kurt S. Browning 
Florida Secretary of State 


To The Judge, 
Sheriff and County 
Commissioners of Col- 
lier County, Florida: 

It is with a deep 
sense of distress and 
great astonishment 
that I have learned 
the fate of the historic 
Smallwood Store and 
Trading Post. Even 
here in far Southern 
Florida, in a part of 
the world legendary 
for frontier justice, an 
outsider can come to town, tear apart a quiet fishing village 
with fences and bulldozers, rip up a roadway that has served 
the community for more than 70 years, and block access 
to a Florida historic monument to the dignity and survival 
of Seminole Indians, American pioneer settlers and Gulf 
fishermen, with the protection of the local sheriff. 

How is it possible that a public roadway maintained by 
taxpayers dollars for more than half a century can be shut 
down, unannounced, in an early morning ambush the likes of 
which have not been seen in these parts since outlaw Edgar 
Watson was killed by local citizens right behind the Store in 


1910? All one can do is hope and pray that common sense 
will prevail and that this outrageous attack on the citizens 
and government here in Collier County will be rectified by a 
court order to reconstruct Mamie Street, restore access to the 
Smallwood Store and return peace and order to Chokoloskee 
and the beautiful Ten Thousand Islands. 

Have we finally run out of places to despoil elsewhere in 
Florida in the name of progress? Must we now suffer swarms 
of developers, like mosquitoes in a hot windless summer 
day, here in the paradise of the last frontier? On whose watch 
does this insanity occur? Who will be the judge and sheriff 
and the county commissioners whose names will be bronzed 
on the annals of infamy, forever despised as the foolish ones 
who opened the door? 

Peter Matthiessen 8/16/2011 

Sagaponak, NY 


Send your letters to the editor to 
The Seminole Tribune at: 

3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 
or 

brettdaly@semtribe.com 
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Forever Changed: La Florida 1513-1821 

A New Permanent Exhibit at the Museum of 
Florida History in Tallahassee 


In 2013, Florida will commemorate 
the first European settlement and 500th 
anniversary of the landing of Juan Ponce de 
Leon on Florida shores in 1513. This event 
marked the beginning of the European and 
the African presence in Florida and in the 
United States — to a continent then settled 
by many well-organized and culturally 
adaptive Native tribes. The Museum of 
Florida History will open a major permanent 
exhibit in the spring of 2012, as part of the 
statewide effort to recognize Florida’s initial 
Hispanic heritage and the moment of first 
contact with the state’s Native populations. 

“The Museum of Florida History, the 
state history museum, is the appropriate 
venue for this interactive and engaging 
exhibit that will highlight the 308 years 
that Florida was a colony of Spain and 
Great Britain,” said Secretary of State 
Kurt Browning. “The exhibit will educate, 
inspire and challenge visitors to think about 
an often overlooked or misunderstood 
period of Florida history.” 

The story will begin with the Native 
Americans who were here in 1513. Several 
hundred thousand, to perhaps more than 1 
million Native people, lived in towns and 
villages along the coast at that time. The 
portion of the exhibit called “Land of Many 
Cultures” will highlight the diverse cultures 
of those indigenous Native groups including 
the Timucua, Apalachee and Calusa Indians. 
Visitors will learn that, although these 
Native peoples shared important cultural 
traits, there were many differences among 
them as well. 

Although Christopher Columbus came 
to the Western Hemisphere in search of a 
route to the Indies in 1492, Ponce de Leon 
was the first recorded in 1513 in a line of 
Spanish conquistadors who sought gold 


and riches in Florida. In the portion of 
the exhibit called “Spanish Exploration,” 
visitors will walk on a dock and be part of 
a scene reminiscent of the loading of a ship 
traveling to La Florida. The pier will lead 
to a reproduced portion of a Spanish ship, 
where visitors can learn about the age of 
exploration. 

The exhibit features a third section 
called “Meeting of the Cultures.” Museum- 
goers will view life-size figures representing 
these people of many diverse cultures who 
interacted in 16th century Florida. Maps 
show locations of settlements in La Florida 
and trace routes of the explorers. Artifacts in 
the exhibit will lend evidence of European 
presence in Florida. 

In addition to text panels, drawings, 
recreated settings and three-dimensional 
objects and artifacts, the exhibit will feature 
many interactive and hands-on activities. 
These components will assist visitors of 
all ages to better understand the colonial 
history of Florida. 

The Museum will extend the exhibit 
in future phases, eventually bringing the 
story up to 1821. Subjects to be included 
during the continuation of the project will 
be settlements, missions, forts, the British 
period and second Spanish period. 

The Museum in the Division of Cultural 
Affairs is located in the R. A. Gray Building 
at 500 South Bronough St. in Tallahassee, 
Florida. Hours are Monday through Friday, 
9: a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.; Sunday and holidays, noon to 
4:30 p.m. Free parking is available in the 
adjacent garage on South Bronough Street. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 850-245-6400 or visit the website at 
www. museumojfloridahistory. com. 



Overhead drawing of the Forever Changed Gallery designed by Synergy Design Group: Phase One as 
it will look in spring of 2012. Visitors will experience a Timucuan dwelling, a Spanish ship and an 
array of original American Indian and European artifacts in this immersive exhibit. 



Photo courtesy of Wanda Richey 

Florida Museum of History artist Bob Deaton paints the background mural for the Land of Many 
Cultures diorama. The diorama will depict a village near the Lake Jackson mounds as it may have 
appeared more than 500 years ago. 



SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AH-TAH-THI-KI 

A I* LACE TO ItARN. A FIACf TO RfMf-MItlR. 


Identifying th 


Women’s Seminole patchwork skirt (2011.18.5), maker unidentified 


If you have additional information on this photograph including participants 
and the occasion for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 
877-902-1113 to share your knowledge. 


Textile Donation Increases Museum s 
Ethel Cutler Freeman Holdings 


BY JAMES POWELL 
Associate Registrar 

Recently, Nancy Niles Faesy and 
her daughter Margaret Faesy MacKenzie 
donated 12 Seminole patchwork textile 
items to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. The 
items include women’s and girls’ skirts, 
a women’s matching skirt and sleeveless 
blouse, and men’s and boys’ jackets. These 
beautiful items are welcome additions to the 
Museum’s textile collection, and they carry 
the added value of having once belonged 
to Ethel Culter Freeman. Granddaughter 
Nancy Niles Faesy and great granddaughter 
Margaret Faesy Mackenzie told the 
Museum that Seminole Tribal members 
made these textiles and then gave them to 


Ethel Cutler Freeman, who in turn gave 
many to members of her family. Nancy 
Niles Faesy wrote in her donation letter that 
she felt her grandmother would be pleased 
that these textile gifts have been returned to 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

This month the Museum again seeks 
your assistance. We are searching for 
information about who made these items 
and who gave them to Mrs. Freeman. 
This invaluable information will allow us 
to link these items directly to Seminole 
Tribal members and properly place the 
textiles in the Tribe’s history. We are also 
searching for more specific information on 
the skirt pictured above. Can you assist us 
in describing this item? Any information 
on skirt style, patchwork designs and 


date would be helpful. Please contact the 
Museum at 877-902-1113 to share your 
knowledge on this skirt, the textile items 
made and given to Mrs. Freeman or any 
recollections or stories related to her. 

We would like to thank the family of 
Ethel Cutler Freeman for this and all of 
their past donations to the Museum; each 
item forms a clearer picture of Freeman, 
her relation to the Seminole Tribe and 
the culture and history of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. We also want to thank, 
in advance, the Tribune readers for their 
great information and response. To view 
these textiles, additional items related to 
Freeman or any museum materials, please 
call the Museum at 877-902-1113 to make 
an appointment. Thank you! 


I n 1939, Ethel Cutler Freeman decided 
to undertake a great adventure. 
Already a wife to a successful New 
York stockbroker and mother to three 
children, Freeman had become bored with the 
east coast social life available to her. A close 
friend encouraged her to take classes at nearby 
Columbia University, and Freeman quickly 
found herself under the tutelage of eminent 
anthropologist Ruth Benedict. An interest 
in Native American Tribes soon developed, 
and while conducting research for the American Museum of Natural 
History, Freeman discovered the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Freeman 
decided to take a trip down to the Big Cypress Reservation to study 
and document the Seminoles’ life in the Everglades. So began a 30- 
year relationship between Freeman and members of the Seminole 
Tribe in Florida. 



Humans: Earth’s Most Invasive Species 


• Ruth Hopkins 

I grow wildflowers. Part of the price one pays 
for enjoying the beauty of an organic flower garden is 
spending a considerable amount of time pulling weeds. 

A weed is any plant that humans consider 
unattractive, undesirable, or bothersome, that persists 
in a place where it is not wanted. Invasive weeds all 
possess the ability to spread rapidly, and are associated 
with decreasing property values as well as reducing the 
production of livestock or crops. Most invasive weeds 
are not indigenous to the locale in which they’ve been 
designated as such. 

While weeds may be classified as invasive, no 
plant — even ones that are poisonous — are bad, per se. 
What makes them invasive is the fact that they have 
been harmful or troublesome to humans or livestock, or 
are highly competitive with plant species that humans 
prefer. 

Despite the negative connotations associated with 
invasive weeds, many of the same plants have medicine 
uses. St. John’s wort, (Hypericum perforatum) is 
classified as an invasive weed in my home state of 
South Dakota; however, tea made from St. John’s wort 
has been used by American Indians for centuries as a 
pain reliever and in the treatment of tuberculosis. 

Today, St. John’s wort is used as a herbal 
remedy to treat depression. Hypericin, a complex 
molecule found in St. John’s wort, is strongly antiviral 


and is currently being investigated for its ability to 
inhibit HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) and HPV 
(human papillomavirus). 

Not all invasive species belong to the plant 
kingdom. Invasive animal species are not indigenous 
to the habitat where they have become a problem. 
They upset the natural balance of their new home 
because natural population controls like predators 
are no longer present. As a result, invasive animal 
species disrupt their new environment by essentially 
taking over, often to the detriment of species native 
to the area. 

Most invasive species have been introduced 
by humans. History is replete with examples of how 
humans have brought non-indigenous species to new 
habitats, often during the process of colonization. 
The majority of animal species introduced by humans 
eventually become invasive. Ship rats (Rattus rattus) 
originated in India, but because of human exploration 
and colonization via ships infested with rats over the 
past several centuries, the species has spread to nearly 
everywhere on Earth. 

The rat is now classified as an invasive species that 
has caused the extinction of multiple wildlife species 
abroad and contributed to the decline of others. In 
1854, a mere 24 European wild rabbits (Oryctolagus 
cuniculus) were released in Australia for the purpose 
of recreational hunting. Rabbits soon infested much of 
Australia and are now held responsible for the extinction 
of a number of species on that continent. They continue 


to cause millions of dollars of damage a year. In North 
America, the German cockroach (Blattella germanica) 
is an invasive species originally from Asia that now 
infests countless human dwellings. 

Even though plant or animal species may be 
classified as invasive, they could be viewed as 
evolutionary successes. They’ve adapted to their 
environment, and successfully reproduced offspring 
on a grand scale. What makes them invasive is that 
we as humans deem them so, and most of the time the 
species in question became invasive because they were 
introduced to foreign habitat by humans. 

Evolutionarily speaking, human beings (homo 
sapiens) have been successful too, but not in any 
romanticized version we might like to imagine. Much 
like the invasive species we distain, we’ve thrived at 
the expense of other species and become adapted to the 
progressive destruction of our collective environment. 
We’ve managed to eliminate or weaken most of the 
natural population controls that kept the human species 
in check. Thanks to humans, the majority of predators 
that once preyed upon humans, like tigers and wolves, 
are either endangered or extinct. 

Because of modern humans’ irresponsible 
management of resources and inability to live in 
balance with Earth’s natural systems, we could have 
more in common with invasive weeds, rats, and 
cockroaches than the majestic endangered animals 
we admire. We have allowed ourselves to become 
scavengers and opportunists who strip Earth of 


its resources at a rate that cannot be replenished, 
and take from every other species on Earth to our 
advantage. One can only conclude that there’s been 
a major oversight on the list of invasive species 
plaguing natural habitats abroad: humans are the 
most invasive species on Earth. 

That said, if humans were to be classified as 
invasive, it does not mean that we as a species are all 
together bad. Like St. Johns wort, we too have medicine. 
We have the ability to change our behavior and help 
heal our planet. Unlike the beasts of the field, we can 
make a conscious choice to start living in balance with 
Earth. We can choose to respect the laws of nature and 
life in all its forms. 

As indigenous people, natives should reject the 
slash-and-burn “Drill, Baby, Drill” mentality of many 
modem humans in western society and instead take a 
leadership role in showing the entire human race how 
to live in balance with the earth, our mother. Let us 
heed the advice of Tatanka Iyotanka, Hunkpapa Lakota 
Chief Sitting Bull, who said, “It is not necessary for 
eagles to be crows.” 

Ruth Hopkins (Sisseton-Wahpeton/Mdewakanton/ 
Hunkpapa) is a writer, a pro-bono tribal attorney, 
a science professor, and a columnist for the Indian 
Country Today Media Network. She can be reached 
at cankudutawin@hotmail.com. Published by Indian 
Country Today Media Network. 
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WORLD’S BEST 

ALL-TERRAIN VALUES. 

INI -UP OR SIDE-BY-SIDE. 


Calling 

Tribal Members 
to work in the HW 
Human Resources Dept. 


Have you ever wondered what we do in 
Human Resources? Come on in, become a part of 
‘your’ team and find out for yourself! 


This is an exciting work experience opportunity for you to be employed as a 
Human Resource Assistant and learn the inner workings of the 
Tribe’s Human Resources Department. 

Need the experience ? WE WILL TRAIN YOU! 

Need to upgrade your computer skills ? WE WILL TRAIN YOU! 
If you are willing... we are ablel 

APPLY TODAY! 


Apply in person at any of the 
Education Department or Human 
Resources Offices. 

Applications may also be faxed to 
Human Resources at 
954-967-3477. 

If you have any questions, you 
may contact the HR Department 
at 954-967-3403. 


WARNING ' : ATVscan be hazardous to operate Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older. Polaris youth models of 90cc for riders 12 and older. Polarisyouth models 
of 50cc for riders 6 and older. For yoursafety.alwaysweara helmet, eye protection and protectiveclothing, and be suretotakeasafetytrainingcourse. For safety and training 
information in the US. call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887 You may also contact your Polaris dealer or call Polaris at (800) 342-3764 For safety training in Canada contact 
your local Polaris dealer The Polaris RANGER general purpose utility vehicle is not intended for and may not be registered for on-road use ©2009 Polaris Industries Inc 


THE BEST VALUES ON THE 0FF-R0AD TODAY. The Sportsman 500 H.O. 

gives you legendary power and ride. The all-new RANGER 400 mid-size is big enough to 
get the job done, yet small enough to fit in a pickup. See them today! 


954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 

PQLRRI 


"THE TRIBAL 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM (TCD) 
REALLY WORKS!” 

-JIM OSCEOLA 

Get paid to learn our 
casino business and 
start a great career in 
gaming and hospitality. 

To apply now or learn 
more about the Tribal Career 
Development Program, 
call Betty Goosens at 954.797.5459. 


I 






IB • The Seminole Tribune • August 26, 2011 



Education B 


Tribal Teen Neyom Osceola Wins National Essay Contest 



Photo courtesy of Lindsey Gaszczynski 


Neyom Osceola, center, with mother, Pearl Bert, left, and stepfather, 
Jody Bert, right, in Washington, D.C. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

MIRAMAR — Tribal teen Neyom Osceola’s knack for 
writing has been nurtured for years. 

Since the age of four, she has written notes on the world 
around her. Those talents were rewarded in a big way last month 
as she became the first-place winner of the 2011 Young Native 
Writers Essay Contest. 

As one of eight finalists, the 15 -year-old American Heritage 
sophomore also became the first Seminole Tribal winner of the 
contest. 

Her three-page paper on adolescent substance abuse allowed 
her to express her thoughts on the impact, pain and devastation of 
the epidemic in and around her community. 

According to the rules and guidelines, the essayists were 
asked to describe a crucial issue confronting their Tribal 
community and explain how they hoped to help their Tribal 
community respond to the challenge and improve its future. 

“I felt really close to this topic because I have lost a lot of 
friends and close relatives to this problem,” Osceola said. “It was 
a paper expressing my feelings on the topic but was not meant to 
tell people what to do at the same time. I felt confident when I 
submitted it (the essay). I kind of knew I would win but not in an 
arrogant way. I thought it would go far.” 

She and the other winners also received an all-expense- 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. to visit the National Museum of 
the American Indian and other sites. They were accompanied 
by supporters who inspired their entries into the contest and 
received a special award and a $2,500 scholarship to the college 
or university of their choice after their high school graduation. 

Although confident in Osceola’s writing ability, Mother Pearl 
Bert said she felt surprised her daughter claimed the first-place 
honor because she was the youngest writer among the winners. 

Please see NEYOM on page 2B 


Big Cypress and Immokalee Libraries Take Tribal 
Youngsters to Morikami Museum for Cultural Lesson 

Naples Community's Tribal youth learn about Japanese culture as well 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

DELRAY BEACH — Two cultures and three groups took 
center stage at a unique public facility on July 15. 

For the first time, the Big Cypress, Immokalee and Naples 
Tribal youth took a trip to the Morikami Museum and Japanese 
Gardens in what was an eye-opening experience for all involved. 

A plethora of activities at the Delray Beach-based museum 
captivated Tribal youngsters, including a special video 
presentation that all three Tribal youth groups took part in, 
entitled “Two Little Girls in Japan.” 

The short film taught Tribal kids from Big Cypress, 
Immokalee and Naples about the variety of intricacies in Japanese 
culture, which included Japanese children riding unicycles and 
the high cost of buying groceries in Japan. 

Tribal youth were wowed by the fact that “The Little 
Travelers” stars and sisters Chantelle and Nakia, both 4 years 
old, spent three months in Japan to learn about its culture, food 
and customs. Immokalee Tribal citizen Jada Holdiness was 
visibly shocked when she and her fellow Tribal peers saw that the 
Japanese have to squat to use the bathroom. 

“I’d rather use a sit-down toilet,” 

Holdiness said, eliciting a burst of laughs in 
the Morikami Museum’s film room. 

Holdiness noted a stark contrast between 
the Seminole and Japanese cultures, notably 
a couple of standout recreational features at 
school yards. 

“Their schools are different because we 
don’t have trampolines on our playgrounds,” 

Holdiness said. “We don’t get to ride on 
unicycles, but they do.” 

However, the film also showed that the 
Japanese way of life included the lack of 
ovens in homes - something the Seminoles 
tend to value as a modern home staple in their 
kitchens. 

In addition, because of the high population 
density of Japan, many rooms in the homes 
are small and serve as multipurpose functions. 

Also, the Japanese don’t use dryers - they 
hang their washed attire on a clothesline. 

Immokalee Tribal youngster Jade Tapia, 

14, said the trip showed the Tribal youth 
the importance of embracing the noticeable 
differences between the Seminole and 
Japanese cultures - namely the religious 
aspect of it. 


“Ours is different from theirs,” Tapia said. “We have the 
Baptist, Christian and Catholic religions, and they practice 
Shinto, Buddhism and Christianity. But either way, we’re just one 
big family.” 

The Morikami Museum’s cultural experience extended to 
its gallery, where the Tribal youth took a tour of a collection of 
artworks primarily assembled by a host of Soaring Voices female 
contemporary Japanese ceramic artists. Visitors cannot take photos 
at the gallery because of the potential for material distortion by 
flashing lights, according to Morikami Museum officials. 

An origami craft session, which focused on the creation of 
specially made rabbits, was another favorite as far as Japanese 
activities were concerned. The exercise, held at the Morikami 
Museum’s library, taught the Tribal youth the art of folding sheets 
of paper into a unique creation. 

According to Morikami Museum summer intern Nicolle 
Garber, the origami craft session highlighted the rabbits because 
of the fact the Japanese celebrate years through the use of Chinese 
Zodiac signs. There are 12 such animal signs, and for this year, it 
happened to be the rabbit in the Japanese culture. 


Please see MORIKAMI on page 2B 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Willie Smith, 7, takes a look at a collection of Japanese works of art 
at the Morikami Museum’s gift shop on July 15. 



Judy Weeks 

Colleen Clark of the Shy Wolf Sanctuary allows the kids from the Juanita Osceola Center an 
opportunity to pet Ernie the prairie dog at the Shy Wolf Sanctuary on Aug. 10. 


Naples Youth Visit Shy Wolf Sanctuary 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 


NAPLES — The adventure of a lifetime awaited the children of the Juanita Osceola 
Center when they entered the Shy Wolf Sanctuary on Aug. 1 0. The sanctuary is a nonprofit 
education and experience organization located on private property in the Golden Gate 
Estates region of Collier County. 

Since 2001, volunteer efforts and donor support have maintained the Shy Wolf 
facilities. Initially founded by Nancy Smith, it has become the safe home of a select 
group of wild animals that mankind has attempted to domesticate with lack of regard to 
their natural habitat and needs. 

The resident animals include not only wolves and wolf-dogs but also big cats, foxes, 
tortoises, prairie dogs and an occasional exotic bird. Curiosity turned to excitement and 
compassion as the children moved from one natural enclosure to another, interacting with 
wild animals and learning valuable lessons about ecology and responsibility. 

Twelve full-blooded wolves and 21 hybrid wolf-dogs currently enjoy a safe home 
where their needs are recognized and met. The Shy Wolf Sanctuary participates in rescue 
efforts throughout the country, and the majority of its animals have come from urgent 
situations. Some have been rescued from roadside zoos or abusive owners, have been 
neglected or have escaped from improper confines or abandonment. 

Rare opportunities to view animals from a different prospective abounded. The 
children talked with a Florida panther, watched a prairie dog pop out of his tunnel in the 
ground for a belly rub and then touched a wolf and combed his fur. Clutching a ball of 
hair after grooming a wolf, Dominic Osceola-Lugo said, "I am going to take this home to 
my mom. She won't believe all the things that I have done today." 

Alexus Walden was surprised to leam that foxes eat Suits, vegetables, meat, fish and eggs 
just like people and can run up to 25 miles per hour. Timid at first, Aspen Billie overcame her 
fear and giggled as she tickled the belly of a prairie dog and heard him whistle. 

Wolf packs are like families and the children watched in amazement as a large male 
disciplined one of his pack that ventured close to the fence to gaze at the youngsters. 

All of the animals within the facility have been born in captivity and lack the skills 
for survival in the wild. The educators stressed the fact that wild animals make extremely 
poor pets, are a great deal of responsibility, can become a menace if abandoned, and can 
cause ecological damage. Good examples are the pythons that threaten the Everglades 
environment or the coyotes that ravage residential areas in Lee County. 



Judy Weeks 

The children pet and comb Akeba, a full-blooded wolf rescued from an abusive home who now 
flourishes at the Shy Wolf Sanctuary. 


Big Cypress/Brighton/lmmokalee Libraries Take End-of-Summer Trip to Lion Country Safari 



Naji Tobias 

Brighton’s Nena Youngblood, 5, shows Brighton Library assistant Alyssa Willie some of the animals 
of the Lion Country Safari’s brochure during the tour on Aug. 4. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

LOXAHATCHEE — A few groups of Tribal youngsters from 
Big Cypress, Brighton and Immokalee took a field trip to the Lion 
Country Safari on Aug. 4. 

Hosted by the Big Cypress, Brighton and Immokalee libraries, the 
Tribal youth embarked on an experience they won’t soon forget. 

The end-of- summer trip started off with a 4-mile drive through 
the Lion Country Safari’s jungle, as the youngsters got to see a 
plethora of animals from their buses. 

While the guests were strictly prohibited from opening their 
vehicle doors and windows for safety purposes, they did get some 
prime opportunities to view a host of antelopes, ostriches, hyenas, 
elephants, camels, rhinos, rams, flamingos and lions, among the 
many animals on the tour. 

Brighton Library Assistant Alyssa Willie, who said she wanted 
her Tribal youth participants to have a hands-on experience, talked 
about the journey around the Lion Country Safari’s habitat. 

“We’ve been learning about different cultures and went to 
different parts of the world this summer,” Willie said. “With our 
group, we’ve been studying a lot about Africa. We had done a mock 
safari experiment before the trip, so we wanted to come to Lion 
Country Safari and leam about all the different animals from the 
continent. We didn’t want them to be inside all the time and just 
learn from a book.” 

Immokalee Tribal citizen Jade Tapia, one of 28 youngsters 
from the reservation who went to Lion Country Safari, shared her 


observations of the jungle sightseeing segment. 

“It’s nice to see different animals from different countries,” 
Tapia said. “I didn’t know that the zebra would be small. I was 
surprised to see how big the rhinos and how tall the giraffes were. 
All that caught my attention.” 

Immokalee’s Le’Andra Mora, 16, said she liked the audio 
explanations the participants received of each animal and habitat 
while on the sightseeing tour. 

“It was nice to see how the animals behave on a daily basis,” 
Mora said. “It’s good for the kids to look at because they get to 
leam about the animals and environment for themselves.” 

The tour - the Brighton group was on one bus and the Big 
Cypress/Immokalee groups were on another - included a lunch 
break and some extensive time in the Lion Country Safari’s water 
park afterward. 

The water park experience proved to be the most exciting part 
of the day-long trip among all the Tribal youth in attendance. 

“We were looking forward to getting in the water,” Mora said. 
“It was hot out there and we needed to get cooled off. It was really 
fun for all of us.” 

Immokalee’s Eliza Mora, 14, touched on the relationship- 
building moments all the participants valued on this field trip. 

“It was nice to be with my family,” Mora said. “I haven’t seen 
my cousins in a while. We got to kick back and talk about all the 
old times we had. It was nice for us to have fun together at the water 
park and on the Ferris wheel.” 

Please see SAFARI on page 2B 
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SAFARI 

From page IB 


Mora was among several Tribal youth participants to ride 
on the Ferris wheel, which turned out to be the last activity 
the entire group took part in before heading back home. 

Immokalee head librarian Cris Marrero touched on what 
the Tribal youth gained from this experience. 

“It’s a really good time for the kids to share all their 
experiences,” Marrero said. “The trip, with all the reservations 
we had here at Lion Country Safari, allowed them to get to 
know each other better. We try to make these trips Tribalwide, 
so the kids could build a rapport with one another. It was great 
to see them interact and mix with each other.” 

Big Cypress/Immokalee Library program manager 
Barbara Oeffner said the trip served as the culmination of the 



Wekome 
to Lion 
Country 
Safari 


libraries’ “One World, Many Stories” initiative, a statewide 
summer program that all libraries throughout Florida have 
taken part in. 

“This was a great way to explain to the children that the 
African animals won’t be seen on the reservations,” Oeffner 
said. “We wanted them to know they need to come to a park 
like this to see all these kinds of animals. It was a perfect 
opportunity to see all the reservations come together for this 
Tribalwide trip.” 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizens Lacilyn Crespo, left, and Osianna 
Crespo, center, are with Big Cypress Library site manager Barbara 
Oeffner on the Lion Country Safari’s Ferris wheel. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Kadin Tommie cools off 
at the Lion Country Safari’s water park on Aug. 4. 



Naji Tobias 

Five Immokalee youngsters escape the heat. Front from 
left: Kyle Alvarado and Alphonso Alvarado Jr. Back from 
left: Troy Cantu, Ray Yzaguirre and Aaron Alvarado. 


MORIKAMI 

From page 1 B 


The Zodiac runs on a 12-year cycle, which means that 
the rabbit is highlighted in the Japanese culture every 12 
years. Garber said that honoring the Zodiac signs could 
mean “good luck” for the Japanese in any given year. 

“It’s a great tactile experience for the children,” Garber 
said. “It’s a physical way to embrace Japanese culture. 
Rather than just listening, they can actually participate. 
That’s a really good way for them to learn.” 


Tribal youth had the opportunity to see the tea room 
and tea garden, in addition to the Museum’s original site that 
contained downsized Japanese room and exhibits. According 
to Big Cypress Library Curator Gretchen DeBree, who 
organized the overall trip, the visit there proved to be the 
Tribal youngsters’ favorite stop at the Morikami Museum. 

After some lunch under the Morikami Museum’s 
pavilion - Japanese chopsticks were used as the primary 
utensil - Tribal youngsters took an extensive tour of the 
museum’s garden paths, which featured a Bonsai exhibit, 
as well as a host of bridges, lanterns, ponds, pagodas and 
waterfalls. 



Naji Tobias Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Immokalee’s Lauren Posada, 13, shows off The Naples Community learns about Japanese culture in a classroom at the Morikami 
her finished origami product. The origami Museum, with Naples Tribal citizen Angelina Osceola-Lugo conducting the lesson, 
craft session was a favorite among the Tribal Front row: Karie Osceola, Alexus Walden, Jessica Osceola. Second row: Naomi Walden, 
youngsters. Joseph Osceola-Lugo. 


DeBree said she felt the overall feel of the Morikami 
Museum trip coincided with the Big Cypress Library’s 
summer theme, entitled “One World, Many Stories.” 

Immokalee Tribal youngster Randean Osceola agreed 
with DeBree about the trip’s concept, uttering just one word 
about the whole experience. 

“Awesome,” she said. 



Naji Tobias 

Immokalee’s Priscilla Alvarado, 9, draws a Kanji pictograph on a 
Sumi-e board. The sign that Alvarado draws is that of a heaven 
symbol in the Chinese and Japanese language. 


NEYOM 

From page IB 


“She worked hard and has been 
writing a long time,” Bert said. “She 
has always been a big reader and 
writer. She is an advanced writer for 
her age. It was good to have her around 
the environment of the older writers.” 

Osceola said she appreciated 
the strong support system from her 
mother; stepfather, Jody; and others, 
including Aunt Neyom Friday. 

Osceola dreams big, as she 
currently interns in the president’s 
office and plans to attend an Ivy 
League college at Columbia or 
Harvard University. She also plans to 
someday return to serve the Tribe as 
president. 

The Young Native Writers Essay 
Contest is an annual writing contest 
for Native American high school 
students designed to encourage young 
Native Americans to examine, reflect 
and discuss the issues impacting their 
Tribal communities. The contest is 
open to Native American high school 
students enrolled in grades 9-12. 
Students are asked to draw from 
their own personal knowledge and 
to research information from various 
sources with each essay being no more 
than 1 ,200 words in length. 

For more information, call 
866-452-2737 or log onto www. 
nati vewriter s @hklaw. com . 
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Don't miss this free daylong event, that offers traditional Cherokee food, 
where you will witness beadwork, basket weaving, sculpture, and woodworking 
crafted by Cherokee artisans practicing hundreds-of-years-old art techniques. 


This event begins at 9:00am and goes to 4:00pm with artwork available for purchase, 
For more information, please call 828.497.3103. 


Oualla Arts 


CRAFTS MUTUAL, INC. 

645 Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, North Carolina 


Sponsored in part by the Cherokee Preservation Foundation. 
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Big Cypress Preschoolers Show Display of 
Energy As 2011-2012 Academic Year Begins 


Big Cypress Preschool 
site manager Shirley 
Clay, right, interacts with 
Tribal infant students 
Ada Bruisedhead, left, 
Mohayla Billie, center, 
and Terrance Robbins, 
right, during the first 
hour of the Big Cypress 
Preschool’s 2011-2012 
academic year on Aug. 8. 

Naji Tobias 




Big Cypress Pre- 
school site manager 
Shirley Clay, left, and 
Tribalwide Preschool 
Director Leona Tom- 
mie-Williams, second 
from left, speaks with 
the Big Cypress Pre- 
school’s Tribal parents 
about the curriculum 
for the 2011-2012 
school year at the Trib- 
al school’s Open House 
on Aug. 10. 

Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Council’s Noella Dyan O’Donnell brings 
her beautiful Tribal newborn daughter Keltie to her 
first-ever day of school at the Big Cypress Preschool 
on Aug. 8. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Preschool 1 -year-old Lead Teacher 
Vickie Jackson, left, looks on as Tribal youngster 
Kalaney Hannahs, center, receives a kiss on the 
check from her father, Steven Hannahs, right, as 
she begins her first day of school on Aug. 8. 



Judy Weeks 

Seminole artist Elgin Jumper teaches about depth of color and 
highlights at his art workshop at the Juanita Osceola Center 
on July 14. 


Judy Weeks 

Traditional Arts Specialist Jessica Osceola answers questions and distributes 
supplies to young artists. From front: Angelina Osceola-Lugo, Dominic 
Osceola-Lugo, Bryce Osceola and O. B. Osceola III. 


Elgin Jumper Brings Artistic Skills to Naples Community 


BY J UDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — The Naples community was very enthusiastic 
upon hearing that Seminole artist Elgin Jumper would be 
returning to the Juanita Osceola Center to conduct another class 
in his series on painting. When the workshop convened on July 
14, every available space in the craft center was employed to 
accommodate a capacity crowd. 

The budding artists ranged in age from kindergarteners 
to seniors. Taking their places in front of the blank white 
canvases, they gave their undivided attention to their instructor. 
Preschoolers were given the opportunity to exercise their 
creativity with finger paints and Play-Doh. 

A quick review of the previous class refreshed the students’ 
memories and provided an introduction to newcomers. The 
discussion included the use of the color wheel, palette, proper 
application of brush styles and paint, which creates texture and 
adds dimension to their individual artworks. 

Displaying two pastoral scenes as examples, Jumper said, 


”1 have selected an acrylic landscape and water as the topic 
of our current project. As we paint each picture, it will reflect 
our own impression of the scene and give personal meaning 
through our application of the medium. I can't stress enough the 
need for proper lighting in your studio to enhance the focus of 
your eyes and give the proper perception to the depth of color." 

The class blended hues of color for the sky, ground and 
water to establish basic backgrounds and give definition to the 
land mass. From that point forward, each artist used individual 
imagination to create trees, foliage and reflections in the water. 
Learning about the value of color and intensity, the painters 
gave shadows and depth to their landscapes. 

"There is a lot of talent in this room. I see improvement in 
everyone's brush control and technique since our last session," 
Jumper said. "This class is showing initiative toward individual 
expression with only basic similarities in your artwork. I have 
to commend all of you on your dedication and concentration. 
Known for their short attention span, I am amazed by the way 
that our youngest artists are remaining focused, asking questions 
and attempting to employ detail to their work." 



Judy Weeks 

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda and his daughter Corinne develop their own 
personal impressions of a landscape with water reflections. 


Judy Weeks 

Nadia Osceola expresses her creativity through finger painting 
at the workshop at the Juanita Osceola Center. 


Maxie and Kim 
Tommie enjoy 
refreshments 
with daughter 
Addison after 
meeting with 
her new teach- 
er at the Brigh- 
ton Preschool 
Open House 
Aug. 5. 

Rachel Buxton 


In preparation 
for Brighton 
Preschool’s first 
day on Aug. 8, 
Joanie Johnson, 
right, receives 
information at 
the school’s 
Open House 
where parents 
and students 
met with teach- 
ers and visited 
their new class- 
rooms. 

Rachel Buxton 



Brighton Preschool Welcomes Parents, Students to Open House 




Rachel Buxton 


Photo above left: Cyndl Purvis provides a little background music during the Brighton Preschool 
Open House where parents and students met with teachers to receive information on the 
upcoming school year. Photo above center: Chase Micco tests out the kitchen in her new 
classroom during the Brighton Preschool open house. Photo above right: With the theme “Under 
the Sea,” teacher Tasha Sutherland works with Ben Purvis on an arts and crafts project. Photo 
right: Waylon Yates, right, and teacher Jimi Lu Huff play with Legos. 





SUJWIV1A RY: The Bureau oT Indian AlTairs (BIA) lias issued a Finding, oP No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) for approving the construction and lease of a home on trust property lor Kyle Baker. 
The approximately I .5 acre lot is located near the intersection of Farmer and Wind Clan Roads 
within the Tribe’s Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation (BCSIR). in Hendry County. 
Florida (Township -48 South. Range 33 Hast. Section 1*4). The BIA has approved and adopted the 
Environmental Assessment (HA), dated July 201 1. prepared by the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Environmental Resource Management Department and entitled “Kyle Baker Proposed Hcasc. 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. Big Cypress Reservation. Hendry County, Florida”. Tbis HA has 
been adopted and FONSI issued for the approval of the home construction and lease oT trust 
lands in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969. 

NOTICE : This is a Notice of Availability (NOA). that the HA and FONSI for the Federal action 
of approving the proposed home construction and lease of trust property are available for public 
review. The BIA lias approved and adopted the above referenced HA which addressed this 
proposal. The FONSI determination was based on review and analysis of the information in the 
HA. Based on the EA. it has been determined that the action will not result in significant impacts 
to the quality of the human environment, there fore, an Environmental Impact Statement is not 
required. You may obtain a copy of the HA and FONSI from the BIA Eastern Regional Office or 
the Environmental Resources Management Department of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 6365 
Taft Street. Suite 3008. I lollywood. FL 33024. telephone (954) *505-4380. 

APPEALS: “This FONSI is a finding on environmental effects, not u decision to proceed with 
an action, therefore cannot be appealed. 25 C.F.R. Part 2.7 requires a 30 day appeal period after 
the decision to proceed with the action is made before the action may he implemented. Appeal 
information will he made publicly available when the decision to proceed is made.” 

For further information please contact Kurt G. Chandler. Regional Environmental Scientist. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastern Regional Office, 545 Marriott Drive. Suite 700. Nashville. TN 
372 14. telephone (61 5) 5G4-G832. 


Date: 

Superintendent. Seminole Agency 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 


q STETSON © LUCCHESE © TONY LAMA © JUSTIN O WRANGLER © ROPER O 


O STETSON © LUCCHESE Q TONY LAMA O JUSTIN Q WRANGLER © ROPER O 


United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Seminole Agency 

6100 Hollywood Boulevard. Suite 206 
I lollywood. Florida 33024 
' <954) 983 I 537 
(954 ) 983 50 1 K fax 


NOTICE OK AVAILABILITY OETIIK ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
FINDING OK NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 


AGENCY: 


Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 


ACTION: Notice of A vai lahi I ity (NOA) 
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Big Cypress Library Hosts Storytelling Workshop for Gymnastics Summer Camp Participants 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress/lmmokalee Fitness Specialist Tracy DeLaRosa, center, provides some much-welcomed 
help to the Fitness Dome Gymnastics Summer Camp Tribal participants during the Big Cypress 
Library’s storytelling session on July 20. 


Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Tribal youngsters and staff employees from the Big Cypress Fitness Dome’s Summer Camp, Big Cypress Fitness Instructor Mijail Iglesias helps 
along with the Big Cypress Library staff, wear their finished tiger masks at the July 20 out Valholly Frank, 8, with her tiger mask creation, 
storytelling session for the fictional book “How a Rabbit Got Wisdom.” 



Top: Big Cypress Tribal youngster Aujua Williams, 7, 
squeezes an orange in a juicer during the Big Cypress 
Library/Allied Health Department-sponsored Healthy 
Snack Eating session at the Willie E. Frank Library on 
July 27. 

Right: The Tribal youngsters dance to the Cha-Cha- 
Slide in their efforts to shake off their healthy snacks 
they digested as part of a quick exercise at the healthy 
eating session. 


Naji Tobias 



Willie E. Frank Library, Allied Health 
Department Host Healthy Snack Eating Session 



Naji Tobias 

Allied Health’s Amy Kimberlain, center, pours out a smoothie drink in a cup for Aujua Williams, far left, as the rest 
of the Tribal youngsters at the Library table get some as well. 
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Local, National, and Worldwide Events 
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Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 
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Top Concerts 


Top Sports 

ROGER DALTREY 
MARC ANTHONY 
BRYAN FERRY 
ADELE 

ENRIQUE IGLESIAS 
JOSH GROBAN 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORLANDO MAGIC 


Top Theatre 

TAYLOR SWIFT 
BRAD PAISLEY 
BLINK 182 

JOE BONAMASSA 
MAROON 5 

KD LANG 

CIRQUE DU SOLEI: 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
SESAME STREET 
DISNEY ON ICE 
MAMMA MIA 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miecosukee Tribe for over 15 years! ★ 
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Most of tlie Seminole war leaders signified tlieir 
refusal to sign tlie removal treaty by not touching the 
pen. Osceola stuck bis knife in tbe treaty. 
Turned out to be a pretty good signature for bim. 


JS^[ore than 20,000 artifacts, archival items and experiences 
representing Seminole history and living culture over the past 300 years. 



SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


AH-TAH-THI-KI 


MUSEUM 


A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


www.ahtahthiki.com 


34725 West Boundary Road - Clewiston, FL 33440 - Ph 877-902-1113 
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Naples Community Gather at the Juanita Osceola Center to Acknowledge Achievements of Youngsters 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — Naples community members gathered 
at the Juanita Osceola Center on July 27 to acknowledge 
the outstanding achievements of their youngsters during 
the 2010-2011 school year. A luncheon preceded the 
Education Incentive Awards presentation. 

Special recognition went to GED Recipient Dakota 
W. Osceola for earning her 2011 high school diploma. 
The 17-year-old daughter of Tina Marie Osceola is 
preparing to take her SAT in anticipation of enrollment 
at Edison State College. 

“In choosing a career path, I am leaving my options 
open at this time,” Osceola said. “I have an interest in 
a number of fields but would prefer to complete my 
first year of rudimentary courses before settling upon 
a specific major.” 


Seminole Education Director Emma Johns said, 
“By earning your GED, you have proven that you 
are capable of setting and achieving goals. Believe in 
yourself and your accomplishments will be unlimited.” 

The children of the Naples community attend both 
public and private schools and receive their cultural 
education at home or through the numerous programs 
offered by the Traditional Arts program at the Juanita 
Osceola Center. 

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda joined Johns in 
presenting the Incentive Awards. Jessica Michelle 
Osceola received special recognition for attending 
advanced classes and earning awards and certificates 
during her junior year in high school. She will enter 
her senior year this fall with a 4.0 Grade Point Average. 

Each of the students received a backpack and 
school supplies in anticipation of the new school year 
along with their certificates and incentive awards. 



Judy Weeks 

Dakota Osceola is recognized for earning her GED by Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda, Seminole Education Director Emma Johns 
and Higher Education Recruiter Luis Yeguez. 



Judy Weeks 


School children of the Naples community gather with members of the Seminole Education Department to receive their 2010- 
2011 Incentive Awards. 



Judy Weeks 

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda, center, helps Martin Slavik, 
left, shoulder his new backpack as Education Director Emma 
Johns presents his awards. 



Judy Weeks 

Naples Liaison Brian Zepeda congratulates his children, 
Ross, Serena and Corinne, on a successful school year. 


Trail Students Honored at July 13 Incentive Awards 




Elrod Bowers Elrod Bowers 

Chairman James E. Billie addresses the crowd: Education Director Emma Johns, Darian Cypress-Osceola and Chairman 
“One of the most important parts of our culture James E. Billie, 
is our language,” he said. “Don’t let that 
disappear.” 



Elrod Bowers 



Elrod Bowers Elrod Bowers 


The Education Department staff take a bow at the July 13 Trail Incentive Awards at Strike Lanes in Miami’s Dolphin Mall. 


Franklin Jumper chooses his ball at the bowling session held 
after the Incentive Awards. 


Education Director Emma Johns welcomes everyone to the 
Trail Incentive Awards. 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license , domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 


Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating... 

• Neck Pain 

• Lower Back Plain 

• Headaches . 

• Leg & Arm Pain % 

• Joint Pain 

• Muscle Plain 

• Auto Accident Plain 

We accept your insurance plan, PRO'S, 
POS, Medicare, Auto Insurance. 



fH EE SPINAL EXAM 

1 & CONSULTATION 1 

TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

1— ($150 Value) 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 

(Located next to Bally Gym in the Bahama Breeze plaza.) 


THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 
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Hollywood/Fort Pierce Tribal Youngsters Grades K-5 Receive Incentive Awards at Dave & Buster’s 




Naji Tobias 

Just before breaking for fun and games at Dave & Buster’s in Hollywood, the Hollywood/Fort Pierce K-5 group of Tribal youngsters, along with staff, shared a spotlight moment in 
conclusion of their Incentive Awards Ceremony on July 14. All of the Tribal award recipients received certificates and gift cards, courtesy of Dave & Buster’s. 


Naji Tobias 

Education Program Manager Tony Bullington and Hollywood 
kindergarten Tribal student Nikko Doctor are all smiles during the 
presentation of the Hollywood/Fort Pierce K-5 Incentive Awards. 



Naji Tobias 


A moment with Education Program Manager 
Tony Bullington, left, and Hollywood Tribal 
youngster Chahechom Osceola, right. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen Cameron Osceola plays 
pool at Dave & Buster’s in Hollywood. 



Hollywood Tribal citizen Neyom Osceola focuses on her pool shot. 


Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

With her group of friends looking on, Hollywood 
Tribal youngster Destiny Diaz, 9, right, powers 
herself on the Dave & Buster’s shuffleboard. 


Brighton and Tampa Tribal Leaders Recognize 2011 Tampa Education Incentive Award Recipients 



Peter B. Gallagher 


Education Director Emma Johns congratulates Caitlyn Garcia on her high school graduation during the 2011 Tampa Incentive 
Awards that took place at the Museum of Science and Industry in Tampa on July 25. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry 
with Mason Foret. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry 
with Katie Smith during the 2011 Tampa Incentive Awards. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Education Director Emma Johns presents Gladys Guzman 
with a plaque at the 2011 Incentive Awards. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., left, and 
Brighton Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard, center, with Bobby 
Henry. 
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Announcements 


POEMS 


“One Purpose” 

One purpose left in my life is to show 
my love ones that I am a better man, a 
menace no more creating chaos off the rez 
with a gun in hand. 

That saying you live by the gun you 
die by the gun is true, but as always I defied 
the odds and survived now I write about it 
touching the spirit in you. 

Back in the day off the rez those streets 
were rough so I gave it all the hell it could 
handle, it was common to see a body riddled 
with bullets or a fiend smoking with a 
candle. 

No teenage years to enjoy just a life of 
crime, jackin became a game of who can 
drop more within a certain time. 

On the rez I growed up hunting hog 
and deer so fools in the streets were easy to 
track, the Panther in me refuse to let me lose 
so I mastered the game of jack. 

I am not proud of that but at the same 
time I’m not ashamed, I was playing the 
cards I was dealt and only I am to blame. 

So much lost time in that cruel dark 
place, so many lives lost gone without a 
trace. 

But here I am still standing tall, Wild 
Bill you will not be forgotten your Panther 
spirit still prowls though physically you 
took a fall. 

I look forward to seeing you again one 
day but until then I will continue to rise, 
wiser, determined and focused to become 
an even better man before my demise. 

Its been mind over matter and a strong 
will power too, I didn’t need a college 


educated counselor to tell me what, where 
or who. 

Only I can make the choice to wash 
blood from my hands and keep them clean, 
that’s the reality of it twelve steps is a 
useless dream. 

Sam Cooke said “A change is gonna 
come” and I did just that, making Aawaache, 
Chaaye and other loves ones proud of me is 
where my mind is at. 

For the record what will not change is 
I live, I ride and I will die for you all, to 
any fool don’t become a statistic with the 
imprint of this Panther paw. 

I’m not a saint and I’m not striving to 
be one, just a simple man being better so 
smile 4 the Native son. 

One purpose and I will achieve my 
goal, because I am a warrior from the only 
unconquered Seminoles. 

Ike T. Harjo 
Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga 
Koowaathi 



Time on me 

Looking out this window time always slows 
down 

Free as a bird gives way to a whole new 
meaning 

The more things change out there, the more 
things 

Have always stayed the same for me in 
here. 

I’ve seen my own kids grow old through 
pictures 

Only becuz I didn’t truly understand what 
life had in store 

Young, dumb and full of myself lost me 9 
years I will never get back 
At my age theres no more using young as 
an excuse 

Games give you the chance of losing 
And with my life I only plan on winning 
In order for one to be real with someone 
else 

That one has to be real with his self first 
We all live our own life and yeah we all 
have fallin 

But make no mistake about it, we all don’t 
get back up. 

There has to be that want to above all else 
Don’t just be fooled by the next mans 
words 

Watch and you will see the future I know is 
within 

Kiel Jumper 


She Says 

She says her hearts gone cold becuz 
of men 

I say lets talk about it an start this 
again. 

She says your all birds of a feather 
that flock together 
I stop her right there and show her 
When the creator made me he 
didn’t take from him, him and him. 
No I was built as the sun with you 
as my moon. 

She says boy you need to stop cuz 
that’s not even true 
I say then why are you the moon 
and I the sun 

She says why?? Becuz just like the 
moon is to the sun 
Woman is a reflection of me, The 
man. 

Now she just sits there and thinks 
about it. 

As I take the time to say theres no 
game to play. 

Take your time to understand that a 
man has to be more on point 
If his mate is to be an equal that’s 
looking for success 
All I’m saying is that in order for us 
to gain from each other 
We have to bring each other up so 
smile. 

Kiel Jumper 


Special Someone 

They say something happens to you when you find that special someone 
Your heart grows a little softer and your life goes a little slower 
It’s like the world around settles down with you. 

Oh there’ll always be chaos but now you see thru to the other side 
All the childish ways of thinking fades away 
Life becomes more about us and we than it does just the I. 

One might even get married and be a family man 
Never to miss the young wild kid he has within. 

And if it’s like they say and that is all I have to give up 
Then I’m sure glad I’ve found my own Special Someone. 

Kiel Jumper 

CLASSIFIEDS 


BIRTHDAYS 


Happy isth Birthday Tana Bear-Osceola 

August 27, 1993 

You have grown into a beautiful young lady. 

I love you with all my heart. 

Love your Aunt Mary, Mark and Dayne-Dayne Billie 



Happy late birthday ZaidCIl Frank “Nash-kee” 
August 27, 2011 

You are growing up so fast into such a handsome little boy. 
Everyone around you loves you so much. You are so funny 
and caring. You take care of your big sister and little brother so 
well. Happy Birthday. 

Love Mommy, daddy, tah-feeke, and Lenny 



HAH-TUNG-KE 


COWBONE 


Editor’s note: Hah-tung-ke is a new feature in which The Tribune will profile a Seminole artist and his or her work. This month 
features Paul Buster and includes the lyrics to one of his songs. Hah-tung-ke means music in Mikasuki. 


For an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminolemediaproductions.com/hah-tung-ke/ 



Thank God The 
Seminole Survived 

by Paul Buster 

Spring comes on 
Swamp apple trees turn blossom 
Cypress trees turn to green 
Baby animals, coons and 
possums 

Spring is a revival of nature 
Everything comes alive 
Winter cold gives way to spring 
and summer 

Thank God the Seminole 
survived 

Thank God the Seminole 
survived 


Summer heat is on 
Alligators don’t mind at all 
Sawgrass is on the scene 
Before long change will turn to 
fall 

Spring comes on 
Swamp apple trees turn blossom 
Cypress trees turn to green 
Baby animals, coons and 
possums 

Spring is a revival of nature 
Everything comes alive 
Winter cold gives way to spring 
and summer 

Thank God the Seminole 
survived 

Thank God the Seminole 
survived 


S itting by the firelight, fingers tweaking a tiny 
black dial, the rural songwriter finds radio 
WSM through the gleeks and crackles of his 
$2 Motorola brand, battery-powered transistor radio. He 
twists the coat hangar antenna just right and out jumps Little 
Jimmy Dickens catchin’ an ol’ cold tater and waiting on the 
Friday night Grand Old Opry. Tweak it some more and the 
noisebox puts out the lilt and lollar of Hank Williams’ voice 
and the imagination takes control: a nightbird screams, 
moonrise clears the tree moss, a pain of lost love spears the 
heart, and the world so far from Nashville is so lonesome 
he could cry. 

Then, when the wind blows a certain way and the 
signal swoons into a cacophony of Cuban rhetoric and 
multigarble, he picks up an old Kay acoustic guitar and 
starts to strum and croon. His voice is so close to howlin’ 
that a tuneful of songbirds could divebomb every hound on 
the reservation and never draw out a better bay. The beat is 
slow, like drips of blackstrap and as individual as a slice of 
pumpkin pie. Through the sweltering summer nights and 
crisp fall snaps, the melodies roll on sure and straight as a 
brand new Uniroyal on a fresh laid moist asphalt road. 

This romantic stereotype, claimed by many, is owned 
by one man. Paul Buster is a Seminole Indian who grew 
up in the most remote wilderness east of the Mississippi, 
a place called Big Cypress on the very edge of the radio 
signal atmospheres, where fish have gatorteeth, the bears 
walk around like men and the record producers are too 
scared to scout for new talent. 

A Miccosukee speaker, the young Paul Buster had no 
idea what the words meant in the songs he memorized from 
the radio. But he sang them anyway in the back seat of the 
family’s rickety ’40 Ford. His mother, Mary Annie Osceola 
Buster, knew though. She spent her life savings - her last 
dollar, Paul describes it - on his first guitar. 

Eventually, the faraway world inside his transistor 
radio lured Paul to Nashville where he played with the 
hottest pickers in town. He jumped onstage at Tootsie’s, 
like every other songwritin’ dreamer. There he saw the light 
and came right back home to raise a family, a whole lot of 
cows and a personal musical catalogue well known about 
the South Florida outback. 

People in these parts call Paul what his dad branded 
him. Cowbone: that’s the place in the swamp where the lost 
cows go and can’t find their way back out. That’s the space 
of mind where Paul Buster comes from, and you can hear it 
in every note he sings and plays on his album “Blackwater 
Bayou” and at the live performances he still puts on, 
occasionally, in and around Seminole Country. 

— Peter B. Gallagher 



MYRNA LOY 


Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 



Rare 1986 Buick Grand National T-Type Turbo 
Call Eric 954.562.4544 - $10,500 
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HOLLYWOOD. FL 


HOTEL & CASINO 


Bus patrons excluded from this promotion and for new members only. Points must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino Hollywood, Florida. 
Persons who have trespassed and have been banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. 

If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1 .888.ADMIT.IT. 


BECOME A FAN 


FOLLOW US 


1 SEMINOLE WAY, HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 • 954. 327. ROCK • SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 
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Brighton 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Family, friends and 
Tribal officials gathered at the Brighton 
softball field Aug. 4 to remember a late 
friend and to rededicate a field and park 
that held a special meaning to him. The 
late Ollie Jones was remembered for his 
continued support of Tribal baseball and 
competition as the community rededicated 
the Ollie Jones Memorial Park in his honor. 

“Today we pay tribute to a man we all 
know,” Moses Jumper Jr. said, reading from 
the poem he wrote and read several years 
back at the late Ollie Jones’s funeral. 

Ollie Jones was an avid supporter for 
intramural baseball and softball and even 
became the main sponsor of the Brighton 
traveling baseball team, the O’ Jays. 

“I always wanted to play baseball,” 
Johnnie Jones, son of the late Ollie Jones 
said. “And finally he said, ‘If you want to 
play, get your boys together and I’ll pay to 
sponsor you all.’” 

Johnnie Jones reminisced about his 
father buying a station wagon and later a 


Honors Late Friend and Teacher Ollie Jones at Park Rededication 



van from the First Indian Baptist Church 
to haul the O’ Jays from tournament to 
tournament. Jumper along with Chairman 
James E. Billie, Brighton Tribal Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. and Brighton 
Tribal Board Rep. Larry Howard also shared 
stories and treasured memories about the 
late Ollie Jones. 

“At one time around the ’70s, there was 
a name attached to this park,” Rep. Bowers 
said, “but somewhere along the way we lost 
track of it.” 

A few years back Council Rep. Bowers 
and Board Rep. Howard got together to 
discuss reconstructing the Brighton softball 
fields in an effort to encourage more 
youth and Native Tribe softball teams to 
participate and compete. 

With the help of Tribal member Marty 
Johns and his construction company, Native 
American Construction Co., all three fields, 
including the park, were redone. They put 
up new scoreboards, reconstructed fields, 
installed bleachers and lights and built a 
concession stand along with a press box 
with a PA system. 

After the completion of the 


construction project, officials decided to 
hold a rededication. 

“We thought we owed this much to 
our late friend, teacher and mentor, Ollie 
Jones,” Rep. Bowers said. 

Family and friends watched as the new 
scoreboard was unveiled branded with the 
late Ollie Jones’s name. 

“I’d just like to thank the community 
for doing this,” Johnnie Jones said. “I’m 
glad they decided to build something new.” 

Four generations of the Jones family 
gathered for the momentous occasion. 

“I think it’s cool because it shows that 
they respected him and he was real liked 
around here,” said George Micco, grandson 
of the late Ollie Jones. 

Following the rededication and 
unveiling, the original O’ Jays stepped up 
to bat against the Seminole Legends for an 
all-around fun scrimmage softball game in 
memory of the man who touched so many 
of their lives. 

Back in the day the O’ Jays were known 
for their many wins; however, they fell short 
against the Legends, 2-7, but that certainly 
didn’t stop the friendly banter and laughs. 


“He liked this game,” Micco said. “He 
taught me to always respect everybody — 
just like in baseball, respect your opponent 


and just come out here and have fun.” 

See more photos on page 2C 


Tribal Citizen Kamani Smith and Chaka Smith Appear at 
Third Annual Edgerrin and Javarris James Football Camp 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, center, with NFL legend Edgerrin James 
and his younger cousin, Indianapolis Colts running back Javarris 
James at their football camp. 



Naji Tobias 


Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, 9, of Okeechobee, right, participates in a 
football agility drill at the third annual Edgerrin and Javarris James Football 
Camp in Immokalee on July 25. 



Naji Tobias 

The Okeechobee High School Brahmans football team, who competed in the Edgerrin and Javarris James Football Camp’s 7-on-7 tournament with 
the Immokalee Indians (this year’s 7-on-7 champion) and Orlando-Jones (7-on-7 runner-up), spend a moment with Tribal citizen Kamani Smith, 9, his 
father/Brahmans 7-on-7 Coach Chaka Smith and NFL legend/lmmokalee native Edgerrin James. 


Big Cypress Seniors Participate in 
Juanita Billie Pool Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

Joe Junior Billie finishes at first place overall in the 9-Ball section of the 10th annual Juanita Billie 
Pool Tournament inside the Big Cypress Senior Center on July 28. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal senior Esther Buster sets up the pool balls 
for play to start the 9-Ball competition. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Louise Osceola 
comes out on top in the women’s 9-Ball part 
of the tournament. 


See more photos on page 2C 


Tribal Loved Ones Remembered at First Memorial Golf Tournament in Hollywood 


“This tournament was organized to recognize Tribal members that have lost children. They are very easily forgotten,” said Elliot Young, Memorial 
Golf Tournament organizer. “There are a lot of families that have lost children. This is an opportunity for everyone to appreciate their lives.” 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


Elliot Young prepares for his approach to the green on the front nine 
during the first Memorial Golf Tournament held at The Club at Emerald 
Hills Golf and Country Club in Hollywood on July 30. 


Tribal senior Steven Bowers tries a chip shot to make par on the third hole during the tournament. The 18- Ronnie Doctor concentrates before teeing off. 
hole, six-team tournament featured Tribal citizens and employees with awards given in specific categories in 
a blind draw scramble format. It was created to honor lost loved ones within the Tribe. 
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Multiple Tribal Elders Participate in 10th Annual Big Cypress Seniors Tournament on Aug. 5 



Naji Tobias 

A group moment with the Big Cypress Tribal seniors, the Big Cypress Senior Center’s staff and the Big Cypress 
Councilman’s Office staff with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger at the 10th annual Big Cypress Seniors 
Pool Tournament on Aug. 5. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal elder Esther Buster competes at the 
10th annual Big Cypress Seniors Pool Tournament. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal elder Rudy Osceola places third overall in both the 
men’s 8-Ball and 9-Ball portions of the 10th annual Big Cypress Seniors 
Pool Tournament. 


10TH ANNUAL BIG CYPRESS SENIORS TOURNAMENT - RESULTS 

8-Ball Men: 1 . Joe Junior Billie, 2. Tommy W. Billie, 3. Rudy Osceola; 
8-Ball Women: 1 . Ruby Osceola, 2. Esther Buster, 3. Louise Osceola; 
9-Ball Men: 1 . Joe Junior Billie, 2. Alan Jumper, 3. Rudy Osceola; 
9-Ball Women: 1 . Esther Buster, 2. Louise Osceola. 


More photos from the Juanita Billie pool tournament 




10TH ANNUAL JUANITA BILLIE POOL 
TOURNAMENT -RESULTS 

Men’s 8 — Ball: 1 . Joe Junior Billie, 2. Ronnie 
Billie, 3. Thomas W. Billie; Women’s 8-Ball: 1 . 
Esther Buster, 2. Louise Osceola, 3. Claudia 
Doctor; Men’s 9-Ball: 1 . Joe Junior Billie, 2. 
Thomas W. Billie; Women’s 9-Ball: 1 . Louise 
Osceola, 2. Esther Buster. 


Photo above, a photo reflection of the late 
Juanita Billie. 

Left photo, Big Cypress Tribal senior Thomas W. 
Billie shoots his way to a second-place overall 
finish in 9-Ball play at the 10th annual Juanita 
Billie Pool Tournament on July 28. 

Naji Tobias 


More photos from the Ollie Jones park rededication 




Rachel Buxton 

Chairman James E. Billie has the honors of being the first up 
to bat. 


Rachel Buxton 

Members of the original O’Jays applaud as they see the new scoreboard for the first 
time. 



Left photo, Parker Jones, 
son of the late Ollie 
Jones, steps up to bat as 
his team watches in the 
background. 

Right photo, emcee of 
the dedication ceremony, 
Moses Jumper Jr., switches 
roles for the softball game 
and becomes the pitcher 
for the Seminole Legends. 

Rachel Buxton 



Oofta ( RMel 


188-421-2020 

e Road Ext. jbavie, FL 33024 

T-R exDrrect.com 



Snapshots From the 2011 Indigenous Games 

Photos by Janice Osceola 
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AMERICAN REVOLUTION 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

orerVan Conversions 

AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Leather, Tri-Fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer, Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paintjobs, Lifted Trucks and HandicapVehides 


5 ® 
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8600 PINES BLVD 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 









STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 9PM * SATURDAY 9AIH- 8PM SUNDAY 11 AM-6PM • SERVICEHOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM * SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 

♦MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMB FIRST. SOM ERBTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESENTTHIS AD ATTIMEOFPURCHASETORECEIVETHESESPECIALPRICES. OFFERS G00D0N DATE0F PUBLICATION ONLY UNLESS OrHERWISESTATED. 
ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPUCABLETO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASE EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAIE. NOT RBPONSI BLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PICTURE ARE FOR I LLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, J R.) USED BY PERMISSION OF EMI GOLDEN TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA 

MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS REERVED. ©1996-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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lO AM ~ 8 PM 


ENJOY A JVHCCOSUK.EE FASHION SHOW, 
■ALLIGATOR WRESTLING, AIRBOAT RIDES 
JVATIVE AMERICAN JVIUSIC, <0ANCERS, 
CRAFTS, FOOD & JVKORE! 


E MOMENT! 


OfANS 


500 S.W. 177 th Ave 
Miami, FL 33194 

305.222.4600 


miccosukee.com 
















ID • The Seminole Tribune • August 26, 2011 


V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V V 


Smallwood Store D 


Chokoloskee: Road Rage 
in The Last Frontier 

BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 


“ Have we finally run out of places to despoil elsewhere in Florida 
in the name of progress? Must we now suffer swarms of developers, like 
mosquitoes in a hot windless summer day, here in the paradise of the last 
frontier? ” -Peter Matthiessen, author “Killing Mr. Watson” 

CHOKOLOSKEE — Not many roads down here in the Last Frontier. 

Fact is, the extreme bottom Southwest Florida hinterlands of the United 
States, where the Everglades, Ten Thousand Islands and Big Cypress lie, is 
considered the largest, most roadless area in the lower 48 states. 

For that reason alone, it’s a big deal when they come and take a road 
OUT. 

But what happened on tiny Chokoloskee Island (population: 393) 
in the early dawn hours of Thursday, April 14 is a Florida black-topped 
nightmare. A crew of workers and bulldozers - organized by a group of 
Highlands County developers, supervised by a foreman with a back pocket 
full of county OKs and I don’t knows, monitored by a group of do-nothing 
Collier County Sheriff’s Deputies - crept into this quiet fishing village 
before dawn, erected a tall chain link fence, slapped it up with green tarp 
and little square eye-holes, and took out Mamie Street, a main drag through 
Chokoloskee for more than 100 years. 

They chopped Mamie up, ruined at least three layers of the taxpayers’ 
asphalt and spat her out into piles of limestone rubble and ancient bits of 
Calusa Indian mound, leaving her to lie in pools of mosquito water and 
cragged landscape like you see on TV in Beirut. And, when the dust 
cleared, access to one of Florida’s most historic structures was completely 
shut down: the reddish weathered peckerwooden, 95-year-old Smallwood 
Store and Trading Post. Also blocked from access was Bill and Patricia 
Vaughn’s home of 50 years. 

A wealthy assembly of outside investors wanted to develop the tip of 
the Last Frontier and, dam it, Mamie Street was in their way. The Vaughns? 
Tough luck, Bill - This is Florida. Shouldn’t live where developers want 
to go. “We had no warning whatsoever,” said Bill Vaughn, who, like every 
other character in this story, stormed off to find a lawyer. 

And the Smallwood Store? A sacred place to Seminole Indians and 
Florida pioneers since 1906, nearly 40 years on the National Register of 
Historic Places . . . Eight days after the road was removed, the tmcks all 
left. Not a single worker has returned to the site. More than $50,000 worth 
of business rolled into Chokoloskee, saw the fence, turned around and got 
the heck out of town. Area seafood restaurants are talking class action suit. 
Worst off season since Hurricane Andrew. 

Road rage wasteland. 

“Smallwood Store is collateral damage to them. That’s all,” said Lynn 
Smallwood McMillin, granddaughter of the founder and the Store’s current 
manager, still in shock. “I guess this is how it happens all over Florida. It’s 
how everything gets mined. They just come in and take you down. And 
then get away with it. I just never thought they’d ever find us waaayy down 
here.” 

In the comer, her husband, Gary, sits. He won’t say a word, just seethes. 
A big Viking of a man with a sunburnt face, Gary Mac is a veteran guide 
and expert fisherman who knows the Ten Thousand Islands like the skeeter 
bites on the back of his arm; Gary McMillin ’s angry. If he were a hurricane, 
he’s already Category 2. You can almost tell what he’d like to do about it. 
Right now, he just seethes. 

Over in Naples, the County seat an hour away, Sheriff Kevin Rambosk 
and County Attorney Jeffry Klatzkow aren’t seething. They are just mute. 
They refuse to disclose to this newspaper why they both looked the 
other way while the road came down. Or how they feel now, since the 
County Commission has filed a lawsuit demanding the developers reverse 
everything that happened on April 14. . . under their watch. 


The modem settlement of Chokoloskee Island began in 1874. Early 
residents farmed, fished and caught turtles, selling surpluses in Key West. 
Ten years later, up in South Georgia, 11 -year-old Charles Sherod “Ted” 
Smallwood ran away from a mean stepmother and his boyhood home. 
He somehow grew to manhood wandering Ybor City, Cuba, the Bahamas 
and Chokoloskee, always working with boats. He finally settled down 
and married Mamie Ulala House of Chokoloskee in 1897. In 1906, Ted 
opened his famous Smallwood Store and Indian Trading Post right on the 
waterfront, at the end of the dirt road he named for his wife. 

The Store served as the town’s post office for the next 68 years. Mail 
came by boat from Key West, Punta Gorda, Fort Myers and Everglades 
City - until the causeway to Chokoloskee Island was completed in 1956. 
Ted would blow a conch shell to alert Islanders when the mail arrived. 

The original store fell to a hurricane in 1916 and was immediately 
rebuilt on the same point, at 360 Mamie St., looking out at the Ten Thousand 
Islands. Though this was the edge of the middle of nowhere, Smallwood 
Store operated as a main center of commerce for the Everglades, where an 
eclectic clientele of Seminole Indians (emerging from their swamp hideouts 
unsure if the Wars were over), outlaws, hermits, traveling preachers, 
passing ship crews and scores of fishermen, turtle-men, plume hunters and 
crabbers were surviving in the watery paradise that was then, as now, the 
bottom of Florida. 

History tells us Ted Smallwood gave credit to the Seminoles, traded 
with them fairly, gave medicine when they were ill. Like the Stranahans 
of pioneer Fort Lauderdale, the Smallwoods of Chokoloskee provided a 
critical transition for the scattered Seminoles, from despair in the outback 
to hope in the new frontier. 

In 1910, outlaw turned farmer Edgar Watson was gunned down at 
the Store by a posse of town residents in one of American history’s most 
blatant examples of frontier vigilante justice. Watson, pursued by bounty 
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Peter B. Gallagher 

Every few days, Smallwood Store Manager Lynn McMillin checks on the Store, 
closed since April 14. 


Photo courtesy of Google Earth 

Aerial view of the property. Red: FGG fence line; Yellow: Mamie Street removed; 
Green: Smallwood Store. 


hunters for numerous murderous misdeeds out West, had taken to “paying” 
his local farmworkers with bullets through their hearts on payday; a large 
crowd opened fire when he arrived in his dinghy at the Smallwood Store on 
Oct. 24. The incident has been memorialized in song and in legend, most 
prominently in Peter Matthiessen’s award-winning 1990 novel “Killing Mr 
Watson.” 

Ted Smallwood died in 1951 but his Store remained open to serve 
as the area’s main grocery store, bank, pharmacy and boat stop until it 
closed in 1982. Granddaughter Lynn Smallwood reopened the building 
in 1989 as a Museum, which, today is credited with attracting more than 
30,000 annual visitors to the rugged old building on Mamie Street, which 
McMillin swears has been paved by the County “at least three times since 
Hurricane Andrew (1992).” 

An odd memorandum written by Assistant County Attorney Stephen 
Williams, obtained by The Tribune , displays his opinion that there are 
actually only two public roads on the entire three-tenths square mile island 
- Chokoloskee Drive East and Chokoloskee Drive West. All other roads 
are present, states the memo “via private access agreements.” The County 
Attorney refused to talk with The Seminole Tribune about the memo or the 
Smallwood issue. 

On Dec. 28, 1999, urged by Chairman James E. Billie, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida purchased 4.13 acres of Chokoloskee land from the 
Smallwood family for $984,000. It connected with a small mangrove parcel 
Billie and the Tribe had purchased in 1994, just north and east of the Store. 

The land was contiguous to the Smallwood Store property and included 
the old Blue Heron motel, a decrepit waterfront boat slip area, and Mamie 
Street, which came through the center of the property, then, as now, the 
only legal access to the Store. It was Chairman Billie’s vision to save the 
property from development by creating a marina and park to complement 
the Smallwood Store. The purchase would also support Billie’s other dream 
of creating an authentic Indian/fishing village area nearby that could re- 
imagine the past for visiting students. 

These properties had always been in the Smallwood family, said Lynn 
McMillin: “My mother was getting too old to run the motel and care for the 
property so she decided to sell it to the Seminoles because she knew that 
James Billie would never let anything bad happen to it, that he would make 
sure the land always supported and protected the Store.” 

In December 2004, however, James E. Billie was out of office. The 
Seminole Tribe abruptly sold the property to Florida Georgia Grove, LLC 
(FGG), much to the chagrin of both Billie, who says the sale was hidden 
from Tribal members and Lynn McMillin, who knew nothing of her new 
neighbors. “The Tribe should have never sold it,” she said. “They knew 
that property was special to James Billie. I think some of those leaders just 
wanted to rub salt in his wounds.” 

Leonard C. Smith III, a Highlands County citrus grower, founded the 
FGG partnership in 2002 with Sebring Attorney W. James Kelly. The entire 
property, including the mangrove lot, was purchased from the Tribe for 
$1.5 million. The Collier County Appraiser assesses that property today at 
$990,000, about 66 precent of its purchased value - about what Billie and 
the Tribe paid in 1999. 

“I’ll be honest with you, we never had any plans to develop this 
property. We had just sold a grove in Hendry County, and this came up and 
it looked like a good deal. We were going to hold on to it and sell it later. 


So, please don’t call us developers. We are investors,” said Kelly, whose 
father, the Hon. Clifton Kelly, was the judge who set Arcadia farmworker 
James Richardson free after a 1988 Seminole Tribune series proved his 
innocence in the murder of his seven children. “The last thing we wanted to 
do was upset the community.” 

“Well, if that’s the case, they should have stayed the hell away from 
the Smallwood Store,” said Lee “Leebo” Noble, owner of Leebo’s Rock 
Bottom Bar, Everglades City’s main drinking establishment. “You mess 
with Smallwood, you messin’ with all of us natives. That store been mindin’ 
its own bidness out there for a hundred years. Leave it alone!” 

Here’s how it all went down. 

It started with a boat ramp. 

In late 2004, around the same time FGG was purchasing the Seminole 
Tribe’s Chokoloskee parcels, Collier County Commissioner Jim Coletta 
inspired his colleagues to declare a “major need” for a public (free) boat 
ramp in the Everglades City/Chokoloskee/Western Everglades area - one 
of Florida’s top saltwater fishing and boating spots. The nonprofit Trust For 
Public Land agreed to pursue, negotiate and buy boat ramp property, with 
the county’s guidance. 

At first, the new Florida-Georgia Grove LLC (FGG) purchase seemed to 
fit the Trust profile perfectly. These were wealthy men. Several were former 
public servants. And they all claimed to be investors and not developers. 
They began talking with the Trust. “We wanted to build the marina and boat 
ramp, make a real nice park and then sell it to the County,” remembered 
FGG Attorney Jim Kelly. “Right away they all seemed interested. Then the 
County just pulled out of the deal.” 

Commissioner Coletta remembered that when FGG came forward 
with plans to remove and replace the seawall and docks, dredge and install 
a boat ramp, then sell it to the County, Collier officials said no. “That 
location would have required extensive permitting,” Coletta said. “Sure we 
talked with them. They wanted to sell us the whole tract for a park. It was 
too expensive.” 

John Garrison, director of the Trust’s Southwest Florida office, recalled 
the County was never “real hot” on the idea: “That was, of course, key to 
us. We talked awhile to the developers but it all broke off when the County 
officially pulled out.” The Trust prefers longtime landowners concerned 
less with turning a profit than ensuring their property is preserved for 
future generations or available to the public - not quite the profile of FGG. 
“Back then, the real estate market was booming around Naples. Property 
was going up 5 percent a month,” Garrison recalled. “We were not really 
interested in buying the big parcel just to put in a boat ramp.” 

The County actually reconsidered the issue a year later and hired 
an environmental engineering firm for a property analysis. The firm’s 
findings led Collier officials to again reject the property, citing the extent 
of dredging and permitting needed. A marina also didn’t mesh with the 
county’s Manatee Protection Plan. 

The County eventually purchased the Port of the Islands Marina in 
2008, established a boat ramp there and, in 2010, with the help of the 
National Trust, added another public ramp in Goodland. Coletta said the 
County has no need or the money to pursue anymore marina sites. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Famed Everglades author Marjory Stoneman Douglas, wearing a Seminole-style dress, was escorted to the Smallwood 
Store by Chairman Billie in 1996. 



Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 


A common scene in pre-1950 Seminole history: a family visit to the Smallwood Store. 








Peter B. Gallagher 

Resplendent in long shirts, Tommy Osceola, Little Tiger Tail, Cypress Billie and Dixie hang out at the Smallwood Store, 
Chokoloskee’s U.S. Post Office for 68 years. 



Peter B. Gallagher Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 

The oldest Seminoles, Susie Billie and Buffalo Jim, in a 1999 photo The Store has many rare Seminole photos on view like 
next to the Smallwood Store. this 1920s unidentified girl in elaborate bead necklaces. 
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Undaunted, Florida-Georgia then pursued construction on its own. As 
expected, permitting to re-dig the boat basin and replace the seawall was 
lengthy and expensive. And the recession was sending land values south. It 
was absolutely necessary, FGG point man Gary Blackman said, explaining 
that “all of the value in the land is the ability to have a boat basin.” Workers 
partially dredged out the basin and readied the banks for a concrete and 
steel seawall. Then work stopped. 

Blackman, a former used car salesman and Sebring race car driver, 
had taken over the lead after Smith died, unexpectedly. And Blackman had 
a plan. 

“No we don ’t really have any plan for a development. We aren ’t even 
developers. But we HAD to take that road out. I mean, you don ’t want 
to have people going back and forth all day through the middle of your 
private property, do you? ” - W. James Kelly, Sebring attorney for FGG 

In early November, FGG officials Blackman, Kelly and Greg Griffin 
met with Lynn McMillin beneath a giant round chickee built by Chairman 
Billie several years ago behind the McMillin’s home. They presented her 
with an unsubmitted (unsigned) Joint Environmental Resource Permit 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) and Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) that FGG had taken out 
Oct. 3. They mentioned removing Mamie Street for the first time. They 
had a plan, though. “They told me, 4 We know we have to give you access, 
but we are going to pursue permits to get you access through your own 
property. We will pay for it, pave it, give you a brand new road,’” Lynn 
McMillin said. “All I had to do was sign and submit the application in my 
name.” 

The proposed access road, marked on the deed, would come off 
Calusa Drive (another private neighborhood road in use for decades), 
travel through 6,000 square feet of mangrove tidal wetlands (owned by the 
Smallwoods) west to the Store. FGG proposed to build a 30x200 asphalt 
road, with drainage. They would pay for all application and permit fees. 
“We said we would repave and improve Calusa all the way up if we had 
to,” Kelly said. “First class, flowers, anything, however Lynn wanted it.” 

Lynn McMillan says she never wanted to pave the easement but went 
ahead with the partnership’s plans as a way to avoid costly litigation: “My 
lawyer said, ‘Let’s try to work with 'em.’ He also said, ‘That’s a mangrove 
area; they will never get the permits.’” 

Out on Calusa Road neighbors caught wind of the plan. One-hundred- 
fifty cars a day coming through their quiet area, where a dozen children are 
used to playing all over the street, did not sit well with anyone. They were 
clear: “We don’t want Smallwood traffic.” They threatened to get a lawyer. 

McMillin signed the application on Nov. 4. She certified she was 
the property owner and agreed to provide federal inspectors access to 
the site. FGG also talked her into allowing contractor Griffin of Bayhead 
Consulting, Inc., a FGG subsidiary, to act on her behalf. The application 
was received by USACOE on Nov. 24, 2010. 

Titled “Smallwood Store Driveway,” the project advocated the 
“construction or operation of a new system, other than a solid waste facility, 
including dredging in, on, or over wetlands and other surface waters.” 
They noted that only in “times of extremely high tides or severe storm 
events does this area collect and hold water.” FGG offered to purchase 
.065 credits in the Little Pine Island Mitigation Bank to offset the impact 
of the project. 

Perfect solution? Take out Mamie Street and put in another access 
road off Calusa. Everybody happy. 

“I really didn’t want to do it, but I didn’t know what else to do. These 
were big talkers. They seemed sure of what they could do,” McMillin said. 
“So I signed.” 

It didn’t work out quite that way. 

The objections to the application came in swiftly, all negative. 
The property was subject to tidal flooding. The “proposed filling of the 
mangroves for roadway construction” would violate the Clean Water 
Act,” create an “adverse impact to Chokoloskee Bay,” and mess with the 
“estuarine food chain.” National Marine Fisheries wanted to know why 
this Project was necessary, since “access to the site is already provided 
by Mamie Street.” USACOE engineers echoed that sentiment in its own 
remarks. The great majority of public commentors either felt the project 
was pointless “because Mamie Street is already there” or felt the Project 
would create a “safety hazard” for children playing on Calusa Drive. 

On March 11, the USACOE sent an e-mail to Griffin asking about 
FGG’s plans to fence their property and take away Mamie Street. Griffin 
replied four days later, baring the soul of FGG’s scheme: Griffin was clear 
and to the point. With a wink toward the Project, he self-affirmed “(Mamie 
Street) was an encroachment and not an easement . . . (The Smallwoods) 
clearly have no suitable upland alternative . . . physically there appears to 
be an alternative access, legally there is not.” 

As for the fence: Griffin promised to show records of interference 
from local residents in past projects he had worked at Chokoloskee. “FGG 
exercises its legal right to fence its property for the purposes of construction 
safety and risk management ... at which time all physical remnants of the 
suitable upland alternative are no longer observable. This will likely lead 
to an injunction and a hearing ...” 

“It will be noted that all possible alternatives to provide Ted Smallwood’s 
Store like-kind access (the asphalt road as proposed) at the expense of 
FGG have been explored, and that the only viable option necessitated the 
removal of Mamie Street to meet the 404(b)91) requirement regarding 
suitable upland alternatives in order to obtain the USACOE permit.” 

In other words, if it came down to it, they would take out Mamie Street 
and then there would be no other alternative access unless they cut through 
the mangroves as proposed. The law says a landowner must have upland 
access to his or her property. 

In an April 4 meeting attended by FGG representatives Griffin, Kelly 
and Blackman, the USACOE staff had bad news. Lynn Smallwood’s 
application for the new access road would be denied. Official notice would 
come later. Lynn McMillin was not there; she was not notified of the 
meeting. 

“They knew that if I had been there and heard the bad news that I 
would have gone and sought an injunction to prevent them from closing 
down the Store with their fence and tearing up the road,” McMillin said. 

“I’m not saying she’s not right,” said Kelly, who had a different take 


on the meeting than anyone else. 

“But the Army Corps was very 
cordial. They said it had to go to 
legal. They did not say they would 
deny it.” 

The County was also not 
notified. “Oh, we knew they were 
going to start tearing things up, 
just not when. We tried everything 
we could, but . . .” Commissioner 
Coletta’s voice trails off. “We 
tried the EPA, we talked to the 
Seminole Tribe, we sent out 
Code Enforcement and they 
found everything in order. We 
contacted all the state agencies, 
and, environmentally, they had 
everything in order. These guys 
really did their homework.” 

On Wednesday, April 13, 

Lynn McMillin received a strange 
fax late in the afternoon. It was 
a letter of resignation from (her 
“representative” on the USACOE 
application) Greg Griffin, who 
cited an unnamed “conflict of 
interest,” as the reason he had 
to suddenly step down, in mid- 
application, as her representative 
for the USACOE permit. “I 
thought, ‘How odd,’ why would he 
do that?”’ remembered McMillin. 

“We found out the next 
morning.” 

The first call came to the 
Collier County Sheriff’s dispatch 
center at 7:51 a.m. Thursday, April 
14 by a Chokoloskee resident who 
said a “contractor was attempting to 
fence off his property.” Witnesses 
report seeing several Sheriff’s 
cruisers and multiple deputies 
on the scene, but Collier County 
Sheriff’s records report only one 
deputy was sent to the scene, who 
deemed the contractor - none 
other than Greg Griffin, Lynn 
Smallwood’s former representative 
- “properly permitted” in an 8:19 
a.m. radio to dispatcher Patricia 
Clemons. 

“There was a traffic jam out 
here. There were four cop cars. 

Neighbors all over the streets. The 
developers claimed later they had 
been getting death threats,” said 
McMillin, who adds, “anytime 
those guys came to the property, 
there were deputies escorting them. 

The deputies would wait outside 
the fence until they left. Talk about 
a misuse of taxpayers dollars - 
protecting these guys while they 
take out a road that the County is 
now suing to have put back!” 

Citing the pending lawsuit, 

Sheriff Rambosk refuses to 
comment. His staff, however, 
notified The Tribune that they have 
no record of any deputies escorting 
persons to and from the Mamie 
Street site. 

Coletta viewed the rubble at 
a press conference the next day, 
promising to help the Smallwood 
Store owners find an attorney using county legal aid. (The store is officially 
owned by a nonprofit Ted Smallwood trust) He told reporters that, in his 
opinion, the law is clear that any road maintained by the County for four or 
more years is deemed dedicated to the public, whether or not local officials 
have formally dedicated the roadway as a highway. In real estate language, 
it is called a “prescriptive easement.” 

“The County has been taking care of Mamie Street for decades,” 
said Coletta, who pointed to a 1972 “County streets” document, which 
recognizes Mamie Street as a County road. “What really bothers me is the 
way they did it. No one came and asked us to vacate the road, so they could 
tear it up,” said Coletta, who plays the part of Ed Watson in an annual play 
production of “Killing Mr. Watson.” “If we knew ahead of time, we would 
not have let them do it.” 

“I got freaked out on what Gary (Blackman) and Greg (Griffin) did,” 
Kelly said. “They got excited and just took action. It’s all about moving the 
project forward.” 

FGG’s Griffin said the company’s hand was forced when it learned 
at the April 4 meeting that USACOE was going to recommend denial 
of McMillin’s application for the alternate access road: “There is an 
appropriate access site along lot 12 to the Smallwood Store to Calusa Drive 
that we are willing to pay for the entire project to solve the problem so 
that we can develop our property. Mamie Street winds right through our 
property to the Smallwood Store. Since the Army Corps plans to deny that 
permit, we had no other choice but to take out Mamie Street so that it could 
not be considered an access source.” 

“We told them that their building encroached on our property, but that 
we would work it out if the Corps approved the permit request,” Griffin 
said. “We will deed the portion of the land that encroaches to them. We 
also would pay to develop a (roadway) to the (Smallwood property) from 
Calusa Drive. We still will do that if the Corps approves the permit request. 

“We don’t want to interfere with the Smallwood property, or the 
museum. We also have offered to pay any down time at the store they 
experience from the new access construction. We have been working on 
this project with the Department of Environmental Protection and the 
Army Corps for two and a half years. 


“It seems we just keep beating our heads against the wall. We don’t 
want to make everyone mad, but we don’t think our request is unreasonable. 
We decided to use the shock all approach, even though we know it wasn’t 
politically correct.” 

“He wants to force the County to buy it,” McMillin said. “He came 
right out and admitted it. He’s what you call an honest thief!” 

FGG attorney Kelly said Griffin spoke out of turn: “He spoke 
unbeknownst to me. I would have rather that he didn’t come right out and 
say that. He was out of bounds to say those things. Blackman was supposed 
to be the lead dog down there. 

“To say that we took out that road just to force the Army Corps to give 
us a permit is total bull — .” 

McMillin was further surprised later that afternoon when she received 
an angry call from Brianne McGuffie of the USACOE. It was the first call 
she had ever received from the Army Corps. “She was mad. She told me 
that she wanted to make it clear that my taking that road out was not going 
to affect the decision of the Army Corps of Engineers on my permit. I was 
speechless! Then she told me about the April 4 meeting where they told us 
the application would be denied.” 

“I told her, ‘Excuse me. I wasn’t at that meeting, I didn’t take out that 
road. I wasn’t there!”’ 

On Saturday, April 16, 200 sport bicyclists and a tour bus filled with 
tourists were seen lurking around Chokoloskee, said McMillin. “They 
wandered around and left. It’s been that way ever since. Here we have big 
DOT signs on 1-75, SR 29, the Tamiami Trail. We’re even on the state’s 
Florida Heritage Trail, but the developers took down our signs near the 
Store. We put one up that said ‘Closed No Access,’ and they took that 
down, too.” 

A week later, on April 25, the Vaughns filed a suit in Collier County 
Circuit Court demanding FGG give them access to their home. The same 
day, a Naples Daily News editorial declared, “We haven’t seen an example 
of developer hardball like this in some time.” 

The April 29 edition of the area’s bi-weekly Mullet Rapper newspaper 
carried a front page letter from 11 -year-old Chokoloskee native Tori 
Wells: “Dear Buyer & Destroyer of Mamie Street,” it began, “You have 
demolished the land where I and all my family and friends have been 



Photo courtesy of Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Peter B. Gallagher 

Mamie Street began as a dirt path and, over time, became an asphalt two lane maintained by Collier County. 


Mamie Street today: a pile of rubble and debris leading up to the Smallwood Store. 
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raised. Today was the first time I saw the fence you put up, and I cried. 
That road is our heritage and because of you, it is no longer there.” 

In early May, state DEP spokeswoman Dee Ann Miller announced 
a site inspection of the Mamie Street incident, declaring her agency 
never permitted work on the property’s interior. With the OK of his 
peers on the Commission, Coletta met in person with FGG. He came 
away disappointed: “I gave them every opportunity to build that road 
back, without going to court. They are in a negative situation. It’s 
unbelieveable but they chose to destroy the goodwill of the people of 
Chokoloskee. 

“It is unbelievable that people of such high caliber - former public 
servants, a clerk of courts, respected attorneys - would do this.” 

FGG’s Blackman told Coletta he would sell the property for $3 
million - twice what they paid for it - and walk away: “Here’s a perfect 
opportunity to make Ms. McMillan happy, make everyone happy,” he 
told Naples Daily News. 

Coletta was insulted: “They made a land purchase and got hit by 
the recession. Period. They are between a rock and a hard place. They 
can never develop it. Four out of five County Commissioners must 
agree on a zoning change. I can assure you that ain’t gonna happen. 
They made a bad deal. I don’t see us as the entity that’s going to have 
to bail them out.” 

“Besides, the County does not have $3 million. No one is going to 
buy it at that price. I met with them. We had a hell of a talk. Here were 
all the cards on the table. I told them, open the access to the Smallwood 
Store, and then we’ll talk about everything else. They said, essentially, 
‘See you in court.’” 

FGG’s Kelly calls Coletta “Foghorn Feghorn,” after the old 
pompous Warner Brothers rooster: “I can assure you we do not want 
to be where we are right now. But ol’ Commissioner Foghorn’s got us 
pegged as three headed monsters. The County Attorney told him we 
were legal, but he jumped in screaming and hollering, anyway. Wait 
till we get him under oath in a deposition. I’m sick and tired of him 
trashing us in the newspapers, trying to get re-elected. People will soon 
find out: This guy is a real piece of work!” 

On Tuesday, May 10, angry Commissioners directed the County 
Attorney to join the Smallwood Store in a suit against FGG for cutting 
access to the Store. They want Mamie Street restored. Commissioner 
Fred Coyne said he wanted to “smack (Blackman) upside the head with 
a two-by-four.” 

The County/Smallwood suit was officially filed May 26, contending 
that for more than 70 years access to the store was provided using the 
portion of Mamie Street on FGG property. The suit goes on to say the 
street was constructed by a government entity and has been maintained 


by the County staff for more than seven years. Coletta produced 
documents and a statement from former County traffic engineer George 
Archibald, who claimed that Mamie Street was a County road and is 
public. 

The suit, before Judge Hugh Hayes, is scheduled for a first hearing 
Sept. 8 at the Collier County Courthouse. In a letter to Collier County 
officials, author Peter Matthiesen eloquently states Chokoloskee ’s 
public sentiment: “On whose watch does this insanity occur? Who will 
be the Judge and Sheriff and the County Commissioners whose names 
will be bronzed on the annals of infamy, forever despised as the foolish 
ones who opened the door?” 

A month later, a Collier County judge ordered FGG to open access 
to William and Patricia Vaughn’s home. FGG obliged and moved their 
fence a few feet, just enough to squeeze a vehicle from Chokoloskee 
Drive and the 200 feet to the Vaughn’s front step. Inside the boarded 
Smallwood Store, dust is accumulating on the artifacts, the wood is 
creaking with the wind. Money saved over the years to do structural 
repairs on the Store has now gone to the McMillin attorneys. A 
committee is meeting Sept. 14 to discuss a fundraising event. 

On July 29, a large package arrived at Fynn McMillin ’s door. It 
was the USACOE application decision. Denied. The document invited 
McMillin to resubmit if the situation changed. 

Ironically, on Aug. 2, the area celebrated the unveiling of four 
new Neighborhood Watch signs in the communities of Everglades 
City, Chokoloskee, Plantation Island and Copeland. “Neighborhood 
Watch? It’s a little late for that. Someone should have been watching 
the neighborhood when those bone-heads came down and took out that 
road,” said bar owner Feebo. “Everybody’s talking about this.” 

“Well how DO these guys continue to get away with this,” a 
customer asked: “I mean, if the Sheriff won’t help, if the County don’t 
care, isn’t it time for frontier justice? How come a group of good ole 
boys don’t just go out and do a ‘Mr. Watson’ on those guys? 

Feebo looked up with a sad look on his face, voice real low. “Now, 
if I accidently touch you, I might go to jail. That’s the times we live in. 
You can sneak in town and take up a road. But you can’t look a man in 
the eye.” 

“The reason they don’t do a ‘Mr. Waston’ on those boys is it’s not 
the 1880s anymore, son. Hell, the 1880s are long gone. They’ve been 
gone since around 1994.” 

“You kill Mr. Watson today, they’ll put you in jail.” 

Next is sue -Part II: “Showdown at the Collier County Courthouse. ” 


Peter B. Gallagher 

Bar owner “Leebo” says times have changed in the Last Frontier: “You kill Mr. Watson 
today, they’ll put you in jail.” 






Atilano Nunez Atilano Nunez 

There are Seminole jackets, dolls, Florida books and more on display, and available for purchase, at the Smallwood Store Today, the Store looks very much like it did before it closed in 1982. It reopened in 1989 as a Museum. It is filled with Florida 
Museum . . . when it is open. Indian artifacts, from the Calusa to the Seminole. 
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Ahfachkee Warriors athletic program recognized by FSU 


Tribe’s first-ever athletic program gets standing ovation during first half of FSU-Charleston Southern 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — The standout moments keep coming 
for the Ahfachkee Warriors. 

On Sept. 10 at Florida State University’s Doak Campbell 
Stadium in Tallahassee, athletes, coaches and support staff from 
the Tribal school’s athletic program received a standing ovation 
from a crowd of more than 80,000 people. 

Immediately after the first quarter of the FSU-Charleston 
Southern college football game - an easy 62-10 win by the 
then-No. 5 nationally ranked Seminoles - members from the 
Ahfachkee Warriors athletic program walked out onto the field 
to wave to the crowd. 

With the Osceola mascot and Renegade horse nearby, 
the Tribal athletes and their coaches soaked in the watershed 
moment, as they were all humbled by the thunderous applause 
they received for being Florida’s first-ever Tribal athletic 
program to complete a full season of operation. 

In a revealing journal entry of the history-making occasion, 
several Tribal athletes and some of their coaches discussed what 
being an Ahfachkee Warrior meant to them. 

Ahfachkee Warriors golf and boys’ basketball senior player 
Stevie Billie chimed in on his thoughts. 

“When I stepped onto the field with all my teammates and 


friends, it felt like we accomplished something and we were 
accepted,” Billie said. “It felt great for everyone at FSU to 
know who we are.” 

Fellow Ahfachkee Warriors golf and boys’ basketball senior 
Taylor Pratt opened up about his reasons for the significance of 
the Tribal athletic program’s shining moment. 

“I was glad that I got to see the FSU campus and the game,” 
Pratt said. “When I stepped on the field, it was one of the most 
awesome things I’ve ever experienced in my life. I wish I could 
wake up to this [the stadium cheers] every day.” 

Meanwhile, Ahfachkee Warriors golf and boys’ basketball 
senior Ryan Cypress - who may consider FSU as a college 
choice after graduating next year - talked about what ran 
through his mind prior to the weekend’s signature moment. 

“My very first feeling, before we actually stepped onto the 
field, would have to be nervous,” he said. “But then I thought 
of what I was actually doing and who I was representing. I just 
felt overwhelmed with joy and pride. As I took my first steps 
onto the field, I just couldn’t believe where I was at. It was my 
favorite part of the whole trip because there was so much going 
on; so many strong emotions. That excitement was just rushing 
through my veins. I didn’t want to step off the field.” 

+ Please see FSU on page 6A 



Naji Tobias 

Members of the Ahfachkee Warriors athletic program stand in front of Osceola and Renegade, the Florida 
State Seminoles mascot and horse, and soak in the watershed moment at the Sept. 10 FSU-Charleston 
Southern game inside Bobby Bowden Field at Doak Campbell Stadium in Tallahassee. 


Seminole Reservations 
celebrate Indian Day, 
honor their heritage 



Brett Daly 

Tribal youngsters from the Trail Reservation participate in the hay barrel races during Trail’s Indian Day celebrations on Sept. 23. 
All Reservations hosted their own festivities to honor their heritage and to teach youngsters about their culture. 


+ Please see INDIAN DAY on page ID 


Immokalee celebrates 
Preschool, Community 
Center grand opening 



Judy Weeks 

This Preschool and Community Center are the newest additions to the Immokalee Reservation. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee community achieved one of its most important goals on Sept. 
12 with the grand opening of its long-awaited Preschool and Community Center. 

"In October it will be 20 years since I began my teaching career as an aide in the Head Start 
Program that served our community," said Immokalee Preschool Manager Michelle Aguilar Ford. "I 
love children and realized from the very beginning that I had found my chosen career. Over the years it 
has been a joy for me to help guide our little ones on the road to higher education. Today’s ribbon cutting 
ceremony opens new doors for the educational possibilities of our next generation of leaders." 

+ Please see GRAND OPENING on page 6A 


Showdown at the Collier 
County Courthouse 

Smallwood Store whips developers 

BY PETER B. G ALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

NAPLES — In a stunning victory for Old Florida, historic preservation and the right of Floridians to protect their 
neighborhoods, Collier County Circuit Judge Hugh Hayes ordered big time out-of-town developers Florida Georgia 
Grove, LLC (FGG) and its mortgage-holding TD Bank sidekicks to restore public access to tiny Chokoloskee’s historic 
Ted Smallwood Store and Museum. 

At the close of an all-day Sept. 15 hearing in a Collier County Circuit Courtroom packed with cheering supporters, 
Judge Hayes gave FGG/TD Bank 30 days to take down the tall fence they erected and to build back the road - historic 
75-year-old Mamie Street - which the Highland County developers chopped to rubble during a surprise bulldozer 
terrorism ambush in the early dawn hours of April 14, leaving the 106-year-old Smallwood Store, in Judge Hayes’ 
words, “for all intents and purposes closed, put out of business.” 

If FGG/TD Bank do not complete the road by Oct. 15, Judge Hayes warned the developers he would haul them 
back into his courtroom “to find out why!” 

In Sagaponak, N.Y., author Peter Matthiessen, who profiled the Smallwood Store and old Chokoloskee in his novel 
Killing Mr. Watson , said the news was “great. I’m delighted common sense prevailed over this outrageous act. For once 
the good guys won!” 

Any appeals relating to the order must be brought in front of Judge Hayes, who gave FGG/TD Bank little room 
for a reversal, commenting that all four legal factors necessary for an injunction - the likelihood of irreparable harm, 
the unavailability of an adequate remedy at law, substantial likelihood of success on the merits and considerations of 
the public interest - were in Smallwood’s favor. The Judge also ordered Smallwood to post a $10,000 bond against the 

+ Please see SMALLWOOD on page 2A 
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Peter B. Gallagher 

Protestors came from all over Florida to sing and hold signs in front of the Collier County Courthouse. 
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Crowd gets 'Storm fever 7 at Battiest video debut 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — It was Saturday, Sept. 17 in a part of the city 
that never sleeps. Spotlights waved through the evening sky. The beams 
disappeared into the heavy white night clouds hanging low above the 
blinking lumina-scape of the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Below, 
just west of the water dancing Paradise fountain show, a murmuring crowd 
gathered. In front of the intimate Paradise Live theatre, excited eyes darted 
with abandon, watching for celebrities. 

In fact, it WAS a “Celebrity Watch” party, hosted by the two young 
men whose images were emblazoned on the marquee, Seminole Tribe 
hip hop singer/songwriters Doc and Spencer Battiest. The next great 
American Indian idols were throwing a party to celebrate a whole “storm” 
of thunderous events now happening in their lives: 

• The official debut of the Battiest brothers’ first professional 
music video “The Storm,” a moving, colorful Seminole Indian-themed 
blockbuster video accompaniment to the brothers’ much- acclaimed single 
of the same name. “The Seminole Tribe were there for us in all aspects of 
this video. They trusted us to make a good impression,” said Spencer, who 
celebrated his 21st birthday that same night. “I hope we did them proud.” 

• Three nominations for 2011 Native American Music Awards. The 
prestigious “Nammys” will be given out Oct. 7 at the Seneca Niagara Hotel 
& Casino in Niagara Falls, N.Y. Doc and Spencer are finalists for Best Hip 
Hop Recording, Song Single of the Year and Debut Artist (previously won 
in 1999 by Seminole Chairman James E. Billie). “Man, if we win that one, 
I’ll feel like it has really all come around,” said Doc, whose given name is 
Zachary. 

• A visit by celebrity actors Kiowa (shapeshifter) Gordon and Chaske 
(werewolf) Spencer from the Twilight Saga movie series, and Genevieve, 
Randy, Jaffar and Jermajesty Jackson (the late Michael Jackson’s niece 
and nephews) to participate in a red carpet- style entrance. They all signed 
guitars, autographs and T-shirts and posed with the Battiest brothers for 
photos that launched like skyrockets through the Internet. “I really like 
those guys. They are great,” said Genevieve, also a singer. “I was really 
moved by the video. How beautiful!” 

• The launch of Unconquered Media, a Hollywood entertainment 
production company owned by Spencer and Doc. 

“This was our biggest night. Everything, EV-er-ry -thing was goin’ 
through my head. ” - Zachary Doc ” Battiest 

Cameras flashed, TV reporters stuck out microphones and cameramen 
kept yelling out, “Over here, over here!” Blue fruit juice, roasted lamb 
chops and crab cakes were everywhere. Proud dad, Henry “Junior” Battiest, 
cracked jokes as master of ceremonies; when the crowd moaned after one 
bad joke, he came right back: “I can’t get fired from this because I’m Dad!” 
Tribal leaders in attendance included Brighton Board Rep. Larry Howard, 


Tribal President Tony Sanchez Jr. and Chairman James E. Billie, whose 
voice can be heard at the beginning of “The Storm” video, speaking in 
Mikasuki dialect. Each leader took the stage to pay tribute to the brothers 
and expressed pride in their work honoring the Tribe. “You have come a 
long long way,” Howard said. “The sky is the limit!” 

“When we finished the video, I brought it to James Billie for his 
review,” Spencer said. “He kept it awhile and told me he had watched it 
40 times. He was looking for a mistake, something we did wrong, but he 
finally brought it back and said he couldn’t find anything wrong. He said 
to go with it, so we did!” 

“He’s right,” said the Chairman, who in his other career as musical 
artist Chief Jim Billie, also won a Living Legend Nammy at the 1999 
Awards. “Our Tribe’s young men, the Battiest brothers, show what hard 
work and dedication can achieve. I’m happy that the Seminole Tribe, along 
with Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, believe in the future of our 
young Tribal men” 

“The launch party was extremely successful,” said Phil Madow, 
president of Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood. “It 
was intimate; it was extravagant; it was unforgettable - and Seminole 
Hard Rock Hollywood is proud to have had the honor of hosting this 
unforgettable evening as Spencer and Zachary ‘Doc’ Battiest make their 
way to stardom.” 

The video was preceded by a 40-minute concert presenting Spencer 
front and center as lead singer, accompanied by singers Kenny Scott and 
Ebony Whitfield with Doc providing harmonies, rhythm and percussion on 
the turntables. “We brought out a bunch of new songs. The performance 
had been on my mind all day,” said Doc, who said he changed his name 
to honor his grandfather, pianist extraordinaire Henry Battiest Sr., whose 
nickname was Doc. 

“But the video, that was special. No one had seen it until that very 
night. You know, when it’s your brain child, when you put your heart and 
soul into your craft, you want some recognition, you want the audience to 
appreciate what you are doing, especially our members of the Seminole 
Tribe, so many of whom were there that night!” 

“The Storm” director Steven Paul Judd supervised an all-Native 
American production, which included seven Tribal teenagers from a 
Seminole Media Productions camp. “They helped in all aspects of the 
production. They even helped choose our wardrobe, “ said Spencer. Doc 
agreed: “It was a great learning experience for those kids. In fact it was a 
great learning experience for us, too!” 

Judd (Kiowa and Mississippi Choctaw) briefly addressed the audience: 
“I am so happy to be here among you beautiful Seminole people.” 

A standing ovation and rousing applause followed the end of the 
video. Everyone stood up and cheered: the Jacksons, the Werewolf, the 
Shapeshifter, the Chairman, the President, all the fancy-dressed folks who 
followed the invitation’s rule: dress to impress. 

Spencer and Doc felt chills down their spines. “I couldn’t believe it,” 
Doc said. “Everyone’s got Storm fever!” 



Peter B. Gallagher 


From left: Jaffar Jackson, Jermajesty Jackson, Spencer Battiest, Genevieve 
Jackson, Doc Battiest, Princess Leeann Al-Saud and Randy Jackson walk the red 
carpet during the Sept. 17 event. 



Peter B. Gallagher 


Spencer Battiest gets interviewed on the red carpet prior to the debut of his and 
his brother Doc’s music video. 


SMALLWOOD 

From page 1A 


restoration of the road until the case 
officially ends. 

“We would have been happy to win 
one point,” said Naples attorney Rachael 
Loukonen, who represented the Smallwood 
Store. “But we won all four points. I don’t 
see where they would have any appeal, 
especially before Judge Hayes.” 

“I fully expect (FGG) to comply with 
the Judge’s order,” said TD Bank attorney 
Blake Paul, who emphasized “we didn’t 
take out any roads or put up any fences. We 
are just the bank holding the mortgage.” 
Calls to FGG corporate attomey/spokesman 
Jim Kelly of Winter Haven were unreturned 
by press time. 

Collier County Commissioner Jim 
Coletta, who stood up against FGG when 
the group continued to pursue development 
plans even after the county withdrew its 
support, called the decision great news for 
Chokoloskee and for Collier County. He 
warned, however, “there are still a lot of 
things undecided, such as the condition of 
the new road and the landscape around it. 
If Smallwood and FGG can’t agree, then it 
will come before the court again.” 

It was FGG’s contention that they 
owned the lower 983.64 feet of Mamie 
Street transecting their property as part of 
a 4.13 acre parcel (immediately north of the 
Store) which they purchased from STOF 
Holdings in 2004. They wanted the road 
closed to facilitate ill-advised development 
plans for the sleepy island, largest in the 
Ten Thousand Islands chain, a fishing 
paradise where the Gulf and the Everglades 
meet. “The Smallwood Store was collateral 
damage to them,” said Lynn McMillin, 
granddaughter of Store founder and 
Southwest Florida pioneer Ted Smallwood. 
“They knew Mamie Street was the one and 
only way to get to the Store. And they didn’t 
really care.” 

County surveys show a 600-foot 
easement through mangroves on the east 
side of the Store, connecting to lime rock 
(private) Calusa Drive. However, an Army 


Corps of Engineers (ACOE) opinion, 
supported by all reporting agencies, 
declared the area a protected tidal basin 
ineligible for any road permit. “The laws 
are different today. What you could do in 
the early 1900s, you can’t do anymore,” 
McMillin pointed out. “What gripes me 
is how many times (FGG witnesses) said 
there’s no water in there. That’s a lie and 
they know it. The tide comes in and out of 
there every day.” 

Though the ACOE opinion was not 
brought up in court, Judge Hayes was 
obviously familiar with coastal development 
issues after 35 years on the Collier County 
bench: “As we know, whether you live in 
this part of the United States or other parts, 
it wouldn’t take long before you would end 
up with, to borrow a local term, a ‘sippy 
hole’ in that piece of property. Based on all 
the permitting requirements that they would 
have to meet, and practically speaking, (a 
road permit) is not going to happen any time 
soon. Those types of processes take years 
rather than months.” 

Citing Mamie Street’s documented 75 
years of public use, Judge Hayes declared 
a “prescriptive easement,” pointing out the 
use of the road predated cars coming to the 
island (1956) and it was the only road one 
could take to reach the U.S. Post Office 
(located at the Smallwood Store until the 
mid-70s). There was also ample evidence, 
from local citizens and public officials that 
suggested Mamie had been paved, re-paved 
and maintained by the county for decades. 

Irritated at FGG’s unannounced April 
ambush, staged sans any permission (in a 
misguided plan to force the government’s 
hand in creating a second access to the Store 
through the protected mangroves), Hayes 
admonished FGG managing partner Gary 
Blackman: “You should not have tom (Mamie 
Street) up until you found out you could.” 

“They knew that if they announced 
their plans to take out the road, we would 
have gone to court and obtained a cease and 
desist order,” Commissioner Coletta said. 
“They knew it was wrong. They had the gall 
to call the sheriff requesting protection!” 

FGG argued that Collier County city 
attorneys officially declared Mamie Street 


a private road. In fact, county attorney 
Steve Williams (who, ironically, assisted 
Loukonen in presenting the case) was 
one of those officials. But Hayes mled: 
“Our case law supports the government 
entity not being bound by the statement of 
their employee and so that law is clearly 
applicable to the situation we have as 
well. And that is particularly tme with the 
particular individual that, you know, that 
they discussed this issue with. I am sure he 
meant well, but I am not sure that he would 
have risen to the level of culpability to bind 
the county government. So I think that is 
pretty well- supported in the evidence.” 

Earlier in the day, in a shocking display 
of macho bravado, Blackman narrated a 
self-made video in which his large pickup 
tmck ran through the tidal basin stand of 
mangroves - an attempt to show that large 
vehicles could transverse the easement 
and that Mamie Street was not the only 
access to the Smallwood Store. When an 
attorney remarked at the tight path, which 
caused mangrove branches to scratch the 
tmck’s sides, Blackman responded: “I’m 
not responsible for mowing other people’s 
lawns. But give me two men, two chainsaws 
and two hours, and you can drive a semi 
through there.” 

“I didn’t think you were allowed to 
say the word ‘chainsaw’ when referring 
to mangroves in Florida,” said a shocked 
J. Robert, a Marco Island musician who 
organized a peaceful rally of colorful signs 
and folk songs on the courthouse steps. 
“Thank God for Judge Hayes. He saved the 
Last Frontier.” Robert and famed Miami 
folkie Valerie Wisecracker performed for 
the media cameras outside the last hearing, 
wailing out songs like “Stop Runnin’ My 
Florida Home Into The Ground.” 

“We were concerned when very few 
supporters showed up for the first hearings, 
so we wanted the Judge to realize there was 
a whole lot of support for the Smallwood 
Store and Old Florida out here,” said 
Wisecracker, who has a getaway cabin in 
nearby Everglades City. The support was 
statewide - even Florida storyteller Butch 
Harrison made his way to Naples from Live 
Oak near the Georgia line. 

“ Things not lookin ’ so good for you 
today, huh? Oh and hey, when you put back 
that road, don ’t waste your time trying to 
hire anybody from around here. Nobody 
gonna work for you. ” - Heard in the 
court house elevator at lunch break on the 
final day. It was a Chokoloskee fisherman 
speaking to FGG managing partner Gary 
Blackman, who did not acknowledge the 
comment. 

Blackman admitted FGG had “a couple 
of ideas” regarding the development of the 
tract, which had been in the Smallwood 
family since the town was platted, sold to 
the Seminole Tribe in the late ’90s, then 
sold to FGG in 2004. FGG was merely 
responding to the county’s professed need 
for a public boat launch and marina in that 
area of Collier County. “The idea was to 
develop the land into what the county was 
looking for and then sell it to them,” said 
FGG attorney Jim Kelly. “Unfortunately, 


that didn’t happen.” 

But one fact was certain. No matter what 
the development, Mamie Street had to go. 

The Smallwood Store’s vaunted place 
in the histories of Collier County, the 
Seminole Tribe and the State of Florida 
provided a “unique reason” to grant the 
injunction, Hayes said: “This property, at 
some period in its history, was able to get 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 
And that does give it a unique overlay that 
most properties may not have, and it makes 
it unique in the facts of our case. I doubt 
there is anything like this anywhere in 
the county, anywhere in the state for that 
matter.” 

“Any history of Collier County has the 
Smallwood Store in it,” said county attorney 
Williams in his closing remarks. 

The order granting the temporary 
injunction and ordering the restoration 
of Mamie Street came at the end of two 
days of hearings in which petitioners Ted 
Smallwood’s Store Inc. (a not-for-profit 
corporation) and Collier County argued 
minutiae ad infinitum, filled with surveyor’s 
jargon, about roads and easements, maps and 
measurements. Often, the proceedings took 
on the character of a Saturday Night Live 
skit: FGG attorney Steve Chase consistently 
called Mamie Street, which stretched across 
half the island, a “driveway” and referred 
to the 600-foot mangrove footpath as a 
“road;” former Highlands County engineer 
Carl Cool took the witness stand and, with 
a straight face, declared that he had visited 
the rubble site that very morning and by 
measuring chunks of road, came up with a 
profile of Mamie Street that put the street’s 
width at 1 3 feet - a ploy to show that Mamie 
could not have been a certified county road. 
In the audience, Goodland resident Colin 
Kenny shook his head: “I see where they 
have the fox measurin’ the chicken coop 
now.” 

In fact, aerial photographs provided by 
Google Earth show the two-lane road much 
wider than 1 3 feet, able to handle two lanes 
of traffic. “There were a lot of lies in this 
courtroom today,” McMillin said. “They 
knew before they walked in the door they 
could not win, so they resorted to lies. I’m 
so glad the Judge saw through it all.” 

Many in the courtroom audience 
were local business people, such as Joanie 
Griffin, owner of Joanie ’s Blue Crab Cafe in 
Ochopee; Bob Miller from the Everglades 
City Oyster House; Kenny Brown of 
Outdoor Resorts; and Corey Billie, owner of 
Corey Billie’s Airboat Ride on the Tamiami 
Trail near Collier- Seminole State Park. The 
Road’s forced closure by FGG (which owns 
the property containing the road north of 
the Store) has been “devastating to the area 
economy,” McMillin said. “I can’t tell you 
how many busloads - school kids, tourists, 
you name it - that have turned around and 
left the island when they saw the fence.” 

All saw a noticeable drop in business 
during the late spring and summer months. 
Based on past years, tourism counts were 
down more than 15,000 for those months. 
Several restaurants have discussed a class 
action suit against FGG. “I’m just like all 
the restaurants, sitting around all day and 
waiting and nobody shows up,” said Billie, 


a Seminole Tribal citizen who showed up 
both days of the hearing to show support for 
the McMillins. “I get quite a few referrals 
from there. It’s the attraction that brings 
people here. That’s where they pick up our 
brochures and ask questions - we all benefit 
from the Smallwood Store.” 

“ I thought it was over . . . and then here 
they come again! ” - Lynn McMillin 

Following the Judge’s decision, FGG 
attorney Steve Chase had one more idea. 
He wanted to put Mamie Street somewhere 
else: “Your Honor, can I ask for a point of 
clarification? Does the court care where the 
access is across my client’s property? If 
we provide the court and the parties with 
a temporary access that you ordered, is 
it OK if we relocate, as long as they have 
comparable access, so we are not dissecting 
the entire parcel?” 

Judge Hayes: “It is clear that roadway, 
for lack of a better term, guts your property 
and makes it questionable economically, as 
far as development is concerned ... I think 
I might stipulate to it, if the government and 
the Smallwood Store stipulated to it ... I 
would have to let affected persons speak, so 
to speak. Because I mean it is a public right 
of way in this concept, and there are many 
other people who say, ‘Hey, you know, I 
don’t care what the county says’ or ‘I don’t 
care what Smallwood says, they are selling 
me out and I want to object.’” 

“But for today’s purposes, I can’t agree 
to that because it is really not in front of the 
court. That is still up to the parties to look 
at, but it doesn’t seem to be feasible really at 
all. I think we will all be retired by the time 
that possibility actually happens.” 

Was FGG trying to subvert Mamie 
Street’s prescriptive easement by changing 
the footprint of the road? Attorney Loukonen 
could only laugh when asked the question 
after the hearing closed. “I am not going to 
say anything negative about Florida Georgia 
Grove. But you heard what they said, I heard 
it and so did the Judge. I don’t think anyone in 
that courtroom was fooled.” 

Commissioner Coletta agreed: “These 
guys were hard core. They tried to create 
a case that would force the county to jump 
in and buy the property. Remember, they 
bought that property at the height of the 
real estate boom and when that all turned 
around, they were desperate for a way out 
without losing their investment. There is 
very little anyone can do down there. The 
people of Chokoloskee were clear. They did 
not want it. End of story.” 

Coletta heads a committee planning 
a fundraiser for the Store scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 5 (noon until 6 p.m.), at the 
Smallwood Store site, featuring Seminole 
Indian crafts and displays, as well as 
musical performances by Chief Jim Billie, 
Valerie Wisecracker, Fiddlin’ J. Robert, 
Dog Peter Pat and other Florida folk artists. 
“Now is the time to restore the Museum to 
its former glory, complete the necessary 
repairs and take care of the legal bills. We 
need to get this precious landmark solvent, 
so it can survive these emergencies, whether 
manmade or natural.” 



Peter B. Gallagher 

FGG managing partner Gary Blackman is cross-examined by Smallwood attorney Rachael Loukonen. 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the 

Native American Journalists Association. 

Letters/e-mails to the editor must be signed 
and may be edited for publication. 

Subscription rate is $35 per year by mail. 

Make checks payable to The Seminole 
Tribune, 3560 N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, 
FL 33021 

Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe online at 
www. seminoletribe . com 


The following deadlines apply to all 
submissions to The Seminole Tribune: 


Issue: October 28, 2011 
Deadline: October 12, 2011 
Issue: November 23, 2011 
Deadline: November 9, 2011 
Issue: December 21, 2011 
Deadline: December 7, 2011 


Please note: Submissions that come past 
deadline will be posted in the 
following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and other 
information may be downloaded from the 
internet at: 

www.seminoletribe.com/tribune 

Postmaster: 

Please send address changes to 

The Seminole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Publisher: James E. Billie 

Senior Editor: Brett Daly 
brettdaly@semtribe.com 

Copy Editor: Aimee Hoyt 
aimeehoyt@semtribe.com 

Staff Reporters: 

Chris C. Jenkins, Rachel Buxton, 

Naji Tobias, Peter Gallagher 

Contributors: 

Judy Weeks, Elrod Bowers, Donna Mason 


If you need a reporter or you would like to 
submit an article, birthday wish or poem to 
The Seminole Tribune, please contact 
Senior Editor Brett Daly at 
954-985-5702, ext. 10725 
Or by fax at 954-965-2937 


©2011 Seminole Tribe of Florida 





3A • The Seminole Tribune • September 30, 2011 



Community A 




Senior Profile: Willie Johns 

No retirement in sight for the Brighton native 


Coconut Creek Casino 
supports local charities 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — When you think of getting older you tend 
to think of slowing down, retirement, spending time with the 
grandkids and getting to do all the things you didn’t get to do 
while younger because of work - like days out on the lake 
fishing. That’s not the case for 60-year-old Willie Johns of the 
Brighton Reservation. 

“If anything, I feel like I’m picking up speed,” Johns said. 

If you’re part of the Seminole Tribe or even a citizen of a 
surrounding county you probably know or have heard of the 
name Willie Johns. 

A member of the Panther Clan, Johns was bom in 
Okeechobee March 23, 1951 to Arlene Johns. Johns grew up 
on the Brighton Reservation on a campsite where the water 
tower stands today. 

One of four children, Johns spent his days outdoors 
playing football, baseball and rodeo. 

“We played a lot,” Johns said. “We didn’t move into a 
house until probably 1965, and we didn’t get a TV until very 
late, so we didn’t watch much TV.” 

Johns attended first through sixth grade in Okeechobee 
before he transferred to Moore Haven and graduated in 1970. 

Creek being his first and native language, Johns had to 
pick up the English language in the classroom. 

“We were speaking some English as we got older and then 
it got really dominate because we were starting to hang out 
with white kids,” Johns said. “So we adjusted rather quickly.” 

After graduating high school Johns traveled to Tifton, Ga. 
where he attended Abraham Baldwin Agriculture College for 
two years and earned his associate degree, his “smart farmer’s 
degree” he joked. 

“It was fun, we had a good time,” Johns said about 
college. “We weren’t babied growing up. We had been to a lot 
of camps so weren’t prone to being homesick. We fell right in 
with society and did what they did.” 

In 1973 Johns returned to Brighton and got a job with the 
Tribe working what was then called the bull project, where 
the Tribe raised their own bulls. Johns only worked there for a 
couple years before deciding to head back into the classroom. 

“I was trying to make a way for myself, so I went back to 
college,” he said. “I knew I wasn’t getting nowhere with that 
two-year degree.” 

Johns picked up and moved once more to Palm Beach to 



Rachel Buxton 

Willie Johns during a Seminole Moments presentation at the Brighton 
reservation. 


attend Palm Beach Atlantic University where he received a 
bachelor’s degree in business administration and finance. He 
said those were the popular courses people were taking, so he 
figured that’s what he should do. 

He continued south where he moved to Hollywood and 
became the Seminole Tribe’s education director. 

Please see JOHNS on page 4A 


Two new Tribal members join 
the Seminole Channel team 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Miranda Motlow and Stephen Billie in between tapings at the Okalee Village Aug. 25 as new reporters for the Seminole Channel variety show 
airing on Tuesdays from 8-9 p.m. and Thursdays from 5-6 p.m. on DIRECTV Channel 575. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole Media Productions 
Broadcasting division staple, the Seminole Channel Show, has 
undergone a makeover of sorts for its viewers. 

New Tribal reporters Miranda Motlow of the Tampa 
Reservation and Stephen Billie of the Hollywood Reservation 
will have the opportunity to fill some big shoes, replacing 
popular, longstanding former hosts Briana D’ Andrea and 
Everett Osceola. 

Their first two show tapings were filmed on the Okalee 
Village grounds Aug. 25 featuring special guests Elliot 
Alvarado, professional boxer and Panther Boxing Promotions 
co-promoter, and Lori Vun Kannon, Emergency Management 
Services director. 

The two new reporters met for the first time at the most 
recent Youth Media Production Workshop in Hollywood in 
early July. 

For Motlow, the eldest daughter of Carol Foret, the 
opportunity to try and take over the reigns gained momentum 
after the departure of D’ Andrea. 

“I felt I would eventually get another shot,” Motlow said. 
“I did not expect it to come so fast though. I was actually 
unsure. It was kind of fear of the unknown.” 

“Everything I have done in the past (occasional reporting 
and fill-in hosting) was just in preparation for this moment. 
I thought to myself, ‘If I do not do it now then will the 
opportunity come again?”’ the 25-year-old of the Panther Clan 
added. 

Billie, Otter Clan and son of Steve Osceola and Rita 
Billie, said the experience is a blessing he wants to learn and 
grow from. 


“I want to stay a part of this as long as I can,” he said. “It 
is great, and I am trying to take advantage of the opportunity. I 
want to bring more people to the show.” 

“For people to know I overcame a lot and be a role model 
and represent the Tribe makes me proud,” Billie continued. 

He said he gained respect for Motlow and recognized 
their potential together after watching her in a Seminole Focus 
profile story. 

“I respected the fact that when she was on camera she let it 
all hang out. She was herself. I liked that about her and wanted 
to add that to my own on-air approach,” he said. 

For Motlow the experience has become one of enjoyment 
all while she continues to learn more about the broadcasting 
industry. 

“I actually enjoy it,” she said. “I have done my fair share 
of not taking advantage of all the opportunities my people 
have provided for me. It has turned out to be a wonderful thing 
so far.” 

Billie is somewhat familiar to the media as a budding hip- 
hop artist with several CDs to his credit. “It is all entertainment 
and similar to rapping,” the married father of two said. “(When 
I rap) I am just getting up there on stage and presenting 
something. I think they (hosting and rapping) fit together.” 

Billie and Motlow also credit mentors SMP Special 
Projects Coordinator Benno Schmidt and SMP Tampa 
Production Coordinator Ryan Watson with hands in their 
confidence and opportunity. 

Tune in on Tuesdays from 8-9 p.m. and Thursdays from 
5-6 p.m. on DIRECTV Channel 575 and Comcast Channel 92 
or 93 (depending on HD compatibility). And also visit www. 
youtube.com/seminolechannel to see all videos featured on the 
Seminole Channel Show. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Former National Football League players get together for a group photo before tournament play at the 
celebrity blackjack charity tournament held at the Seminole Casino Coconut Creek Aug. 31. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKIN S 
Staff Reporter 

COCONUT CREEK — Although known for its 1 ,500 gaming machines and 20 blackjack 
tables, the Seminole Casino of Coconut Creek does more than offer the community a place to 
play Las-Vegas-style slots and Texas Hold ‘em. The casino also hosts charity events to benefit 
local nonprofit organizations, and since 2001, has raised $590,000 for charities in the process. 

Several times a year, the casino puts on these events, which draw in many local celebrities, 
to give back to the community and to show support of the organizations that do so much for 
individuals in need. 

“We try and do charitable work every year that matches the qualifications of the Seminole 
Tribe,” said Michael Michaud, Seminole Casino Coconut Creek vice president of marketing. 
“We like to only focus on two to three each year so that we can really dedicate our time and 
energy to them.” 

Michaud said charities with close ties to the Coconut Creek casino family include the 
Ronald McDonald House - which provides a “home-away-from-home” for families so they 
can stay close by their hospitalized child at little or no cost - and the Coconut Creek SOS 
Children’s Village - a foster care neighborhood in Coconut Creek that responds to the needs of 
children left orphaned or abandoned. 

But many other charities benefit as well. 

For example, on Aug. 31, some of Florida’s best-known gridiron greats came together to 
raise money for their favorite charities and to celebrate a milestone amongst Tribal casinos. In 
celebration of the one-year anniversary of legalized blackjack, the Seminole Casino Coconut 
Creek played host to a 64-seat, invitation-only tournament. The event featured several former 
National Football League players including Miami Dolphins Zach Thomas, Keith Simms and 
Leon Searcy with each donating their winnings to their favorite cause. 

The event raised close to $15,000 to benefit a range of charities including the Dolphins 
Cycling Challenge (for Cancer), the Alzheimer’s Family Center, Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital Foundation and the Broward County Youth Club. 

“It is all about giving back to the communities,” said Dan Mackey, public relations vice 
president of Bitner Goodman Inc. “Steve Bonner (General Manager of Seminole Casino 
Coconut Creek) is always happy to do these types of things.” 

Coming into the tournament, Errict Rhett, former Tampa Bay Buccaneers star running 
back and president of the Errict Rhett Foundation, was very confident, predicting he would win 
the $5,000 in first-place honors for his charity: “We (my foundation) need it and we are going 
to win it,” Rhett said. His charity, which supports at-risk urban youth, began in 1999 and went 
on to win the second-place prize of $3,000. 


Please see CASINO on page 4A 


WA says No, 
Scruggs says Yes 
to add Vietnam 
Native soldier 

BY PETER B. GALLAGH ER 
Special Projects Reporter 

RENO, Nev. — A Seminole Tribe of Florida resolution promoting the addition of an 
American Indian figure to the Three Servicemen Vietnam Memorial on the Washington, D.C. 
Mall was defeated by Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) voters during the VVA’s national 
convention at the Silver Legacy Resort, Aug. 15-21. 

Ten days later, however, well-known Vietnam Veterans’ advocate Jan Scruggs agreed 
to support the effort during a phone interview broadcast nationally on Situation Report, a 
syndicated Fox News Radio veteran’s show. Show hosts Bill Thomas and Dr. Bob Primeaux 
interviewed Scruggs using a list of questions provided by Seminole Tribal citizen and Vietnam 
vet Stephen Bowers. 

“I am certainly not opposed to (adding a fourth statue depicting an American Indian 
serviceman),” said Scruggs, the current CEO of the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Fund and 
the major force behind the creation of the famed Washington, D.C. Memorial, which includes 
the Vietnam Wall, the Three Servicemen Statue and the Vietnam Woman’s Memorial. “It’s not 
going to be easy. It’s going to require the approval of Congress, the approval of the President. 
You’re facing an unbelievable uphill battle.” 

Scruggs suggested that supporters of the proposal, spearheaded by the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, might find it easier to connect with the Vietnam Veteran’s Education Center, an 
underground facility planned next to The Wall. “Your manpower hours might be better spent in 
creating a display or something at that Center,” said Scruggs, who was on a nationwide tour to 
raise money and support for the Education Center. 

Hosts Thomas and Primeaux, however, discounted that idea, providing data that indicated 
one out of every eight American Indians have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. “A lot of 
American Indian veterans believe that if they are not represented with the Three Servicemen, 
people will believe they did not serve in battle.” 

“Whatever you do, never give up,” Scruggs said. “Keep moving and running.” 

The VVA is one of several Vietnam-era veterans’ groups that have refused support for 
the proposal, which seeks to correct the apparent omission of an American Indian soldier to 
the popular memorial depicting Caucasian, African-American and Hispanic soldiers near the 
famous Vietnam Wall. But Scruggs said he believed that the third soldier was not Hispanic 
but represented “all the other minorities, including American Indians.” It is widely believed, 
however, that the late sculptor Frederick Hart chose those ethnic groups with the largest total of 
servicemen during the 20-year (1955-1975) War. 

“It’s early in the game, I guess,” said Bowers, whose recent Seminole Tribune editorial 
demanding the monument change has been widely reprinted throughout Indian Country. “These 
things take time. It’s a really big deal to make any kind of changes on the Mall.” 
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Tribal Council meets for Special Meeting, 
passes 48 resolutions on Sept. 9 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal Council convened for a special 
meeting at the Hollywood Reservation Headquarters auditorium 
passing 48 resolutions on the Sept. 9 consent and regular 
agendas including: 

• Resolution 13: Service Agreement with Florida- Spectrum 
Environmental Services Inc. to provide professional laboratory 
testing and analysis services for all reservations and trust lands 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 

• Resolution 14: Forestry and Wildland Fire Program 
contract amendment request to the United States Department 
of the Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs for operations and 
maintenance of forestry facilities on the Big Cypress and 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservations 

• Resolution 15: United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Self-Determination Act contract to 
design and construct the Brighton Forestry and Wildland Fire 
Facility on the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation 

• Resolution 16: United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Water Resource Management 
planning and predevelopment program application for funding 
of the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation Water Rights 
Quantification Study 

• Resolution 18: Appointment of designated plan 
administrator for the Seminole Tribe of Florida amended and 
restated supplemental executive retirement plan; investment 


advisory committee members; amendment to Wells Fargo 
documents 

• Resolution 19: Prescription Drug Benefit consulting 
agreement among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Inc. and Integrated Health Concepts LLC. 

• Resolution 28: Pharmacy benefit management agreements 
among the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Inc. and Express Scripts Inc. 

• Resolution 29: Supporting the organization of the 
Seminole Youth Council 

• Resolution 30: Adoption of safety manual for use by 
Seminole Tribe of Florida employees 

• Resolution 33: National Park Service Historic Preservation 
Fund Grant application for fiscal year 2011; ratification 

• Resolution 34: Filming permission letter granting Plum 
TV LLC permission to film a television segment at Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino-Hollywood; ratification 

• Resolution 39: Seminole Tribe of Florida filming 
permission letter granting Ocean Mysteries LLC permission to 
film a television show segment on the Big Cypress Seminole 
Indian Reservation; ratification 

• Resolution 47: Amended and restated Seminole Gaming 
Division Educational Assistance Program 

• Resolution 54: Approval of agreement with Turner 
Construction Co. for the construction of a parking garage and 
casino expansion at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino- 
Tampa; limited waiver of sovereign immunity 


CASINO 

From page 3A 


Recently retired former 
Jacksonville Jaguars/New 
England Patriots NFL All- 
Pro running back Fred 
Taylor also participated in 
the event to raise funds and 
awareness for his charity, 
the Fred Taylor Foundation, 
which began in 2009 to 
help socioeconomic and 
physically challenged 
children while striving to 
improve their quality of life, 
according to the foundation’s 
website. Taylor raised $500 
for his charity and said 
the Tribe’s accomplished 
history inspired him to be a 
part of the evening. 

“What they (the 
Seminole Tribe) have done 

is amazing,” Taylor said. “I Chris c. Jenkins 

would love to leave a legacy Retjred Mjamj Do|phjn and Da||as Cowboy defensive 
like they have, and it made |j ne backer Zach Thomas makes his next move in the finals 
me want to be a part ot of the blackjack action on Aug. 31. The Seminole Casino of 
something like this type ot Q OCO nut Creek has helped raise more than $590,000 at events 
event like this one since 2001. 



JOHNS 

From page 3A 


“I worked there 
for a while, but I 
never could get settled 
in Hollywood, so I 
resigned and went back 
to cowboying,” Johns 
said. 

Johns belonged 
outdoors. It was what 
he knew, so he packed 
up and moved back to 
Brighton in the early 
’80s where he met and 
married his wife, Mary, 
who he was married to 
for 30 years. 

He stayed outdoors 
ranching and working 
cows until he went 
to work for the State, 
on their brucellosis 
program, a disease 
carried by cattle that 
causes them to abort. 

In the late ’90s 
Johns returned to the 
Tribe as the education 
director again, only 
this time remaining in 
Brighton. In the evenings Johns attended night classes to earn a history 
degree. 


“I’ve always wanted to study history,” he said. “It’s kind of funny 
because I wanted to learn more about my people, but to really learn history 
in general, I had to take a lot of courses in European history and study other 
kinds of people.” 

Johns admitted that one reason he wanted the history degree was 
because it gave him the opportunity to attend law school if he ever leaned 
that way. 

After completing his history degree and finally feeling like he had 
everything in order, his life changed forever. 

Johns discovered he had Leukemia. 

“It was really by accident or might have even been a prayer really,” 
Johns said. 

He was trying to lose weight and get into shape, so he visited a weight- 
loss doctor and had routine blood work taken in order to be accepted into 
the program. When his blood work came back, the doctor told him he 
needed to consult with another doctor because he was not a good candidate 
for their program in his condition. 

“I was thinking what, what is this guy talking about?” Johns said. 

He followed up with doctors at the clinic and then a hematologist in 
Sebring where doctors confirmed he had Chronic Lymphoma. 

In the early 2000s he began chemotherapy that lasted for eight months. 
Each month he spent a day in the hospital where he was administered an 
IV drip. 

“The doctors kept telling me, ‘We’ll treat it until you die,’ so I always 
thought I was going to die,” Johns said. “You get those thoughts in your 
head, but that’s just pity talk.” 

While undergoing treatment Johns worked for the Culture Department 
in Brighton, which allowed him to focus on his recovery and also do a few 
talks and some research. 

Johns beat the cancer and was offered the director position for the 
Culture Department but turned it down to join the museum in 2006. 

“It was an in for me to do what I wanted and studied,” Johns said. 

As the community outreach coordinator for Brighton, Johns travels 
around speaking on the topic that engaged him to go back to school: 
Seminole Indians. 


Johns works with museums across the country, including the National 
Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C., where he writes 
articles on Seminole topics such as stomp dance and warfare. He is a 
member of numerous organizations, including the Okeechobee Battle 
Friends, the Seminole War Society and the Florida Cattleman’s Association. 

You never know where he is going to be, but you’re definitely not 
going to find him in his office. One day he may be in Naples doing a talk 
for Kiwanis, another he may be in St. Augustine where he is an adviser 
for the 450-year celebration and another he might be in Cherokee, N.C. 
helping start up their Corn Dance. 

“I just like to be active,” he said. “I like to be involved and always 
moving, never stale.” 

He explained how the Seminoles are the central theme of his doings, 
that they are all he knows and that it’s his business to know as much as he 
can about his people. 

“I’m about education and I believe in education and I like teaching 
others,” Johns said. “If we don’t teach it, no one else will. I think it’s pretty 
cool to tell a story that people haven’t heard and they look at you and think, 
‘He knows that.’” 

Johns also stays busy as a member of the Seminole Tribal Court, with 
hopes to one day become a judge for his people, fulfilling his dream of 
going to law school. He has also become an entrepreneur with a barbecue 
sauce company, called Cow Creek, which he started with his cousin Alex 
Johns. 

Asked about slowing down and taking time off, Johns said absolutely 

not. 

“As long as I’m productive, I want to keep working. Our people don’t 
have that many folks my age that want to continue to go on, and we need 
those folks in the workforce to be mentors and to guide the little pups.” 

Johns said he has no regrets and has enjoyed every part of his life and 
his accomplishments. 

“When I think I’m a having a regret moment I usually shake it off,” 
he said. “Everything happens for a reason. It’s not for me to decide what’s 
what. So, would I do it over? Yes, in a heart beat, but I wouldn’t change 
anything.” 
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Tribe hosts important Native business event for the first time 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The National Center for American Indian Enterprise 
Development (NCAIED) made its first appearance in Seminole Country as part 
of a two-day opportunity to promote the growth and development of Native 
businesses. 

The multifaceted event featured corporate entities, Tribal leaders and Indian 
businesses with an American Indian Business Opportunity Fair (AIBOF), a 
Native American 40 under 40 Reception and the Indian Progress in Business 
Awards Banquet (INPRO) held Sept. 7-8 at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. 

“The whole idea behind the center (NCAIED) has always been to promote 
Indian-owned businesses for survival sake, so Tribal citizens can take care of 
themselves,” said Joel M. Frank Sr., longtime NCAIED Board of Directors 
member. “We want to continue to bring industry to the reservations. This type of 
event was to encourage networking where Natives are able to someday submit 
contracts. They (the young people) need to be competitive and go out there to see 
that whole new world and be aware of it and reach out beyond the Tribe.” 

Tribal Board President Tony Sanchez Jr. also made a special guest speaking 
appearance in support of the organization. 

“It is always great when people come to our property, especially this type 
of group,” President Sanchez said. “It is nice that people can also recognize the 
challenges we (Seminoles) have overcome. I was honored and overwhelmed 
with the chance to address everyone.” 

“I believe in the fact that you have to be an Indian 24 hours a day, and we 


(as Natives) have to continue to protect our sovereignty through these types of 
events,” he continued. 

Also in attendance throughout the event were Tribal Council Rep. Andrew 
J. Bowers Jr. of the Brighton Reservation and Hollywood and Big Cypress Tribal 
Board Reps. Christopher Osceola and Joe Frank. 

Margo Gray-Proctor, chairwoman of the Board for NCAIED, said with 
more than half a million businesses represented by NCAIED, the generosity and 
example the Tribe has set by their own success and as the host for the event was 
a great example of Native comradery and leadership. 

“We (NCAIED) want to promote Native-to-Native buying and business, 
and the Seminole Tribe has been so good to us. We have begun such a close 
relationship with them. They have been so gracious,” Gray-Proctor said. 

In its third year, another featured aspect of NCAIED was the 40 under 40 
list, which highlighted and recognized the brightest Natives in all fields of work 
across the U.S. younger than the age of 40. It celebrates their accomplishments 
in business, community and the personal aspects of their life and included Tribal 
attorney Travis Trueblood. 

Thirteen NCAIED scholarship presentations were also made to several 
Native college and graduate students majoring in business. 

NCAIED is a nonprofit organization, founded and directed by Native 
Americans, that commits itself to developing businesses for Indians. It is the 
first national organization solely dedicated to developing American Indian 
economic self-sufficiency through business ownership, according to its website. 
It was created by American Indians in Los Angeles, Calif, in 1969 and was 
originally named the Urban Indian Development Association (UIDA). For more 
information, visit www.ncaied.org. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Joel M. Frank Sr., Tribal Grants director and Board of Directors 
member for the National Center for American Indian Enterprise 
Development, shows off a custom-crafted Native sculpture 
presented to him by National Center for American Indian Enterprise 
Development (NCAIED) Chairwoman Margo Gray-Proctor for all his 
years of service to the organization. 


Big Cypress 4-H High Spirits Horse Club kicks off buckle speed series 
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Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Tribal adult competitor Toi Andrews places her flag 
in a barrel during the adult category’s flag race. The next and final three race 
events in the series are scheduled for Oct. 1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3. All races begin 
at 10 a.m. inside the Big Cypress Rodeo Arena. 


Naji Tobias 

The 4-H youth participants from the Big Cypress 4-H High Spirits Horse Club’s buckle 
speed series event on Sept. 3 show off their ribbons for their achievements in the 
following eight events: hollow log, poles, key hole, hairpin, Texas barrels, barrels, flag 
race and boot race. 


Naji Tobias 

Nicholus Andrews rides his horse in the hairpin competition of the Big Cypress 
4-H High Spirits Horse Club racing series on Sept. 3 - the first of four total 
events to be held at the Big Cypress Rodeo Arena. 
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Big Cypress 4-H opens season with Fun Day 



Naji Tobias 

Ricky Garza pets a baby calf during the Big Cypress 4-H 
Department’s Fun Day. 


Naji Tobias 

Nashoba Gonzalez holds up a baby goat at the Big Cypress 
Rodeo Grounds on Aug. 24. 
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Judy Weeks 


Immokalee preschoolers are assisted by Tribal leaders during the ribbon cutting 
ceremony at their new school. 



Judy Weeks 

Former Council Rep. David Cypress, Immokalee Preschool Site Manager Michelle 
Ford and Seminole Design Inc. Building Contractor David Nunez welcome community 
members to the new facilities. 


♦ GRAND OPENING 

From page 1A 


With an eye to the future, the Seminole Tribe established its own 
preschool on the old forestry property in 1 999 and immediately realized 
the enrollment limitations because of the size of the facility. By the time 
new trailer classrooms arrived, the school was again bursting at the seams 
and unable to accommodate the growing list of children requiring their 
services. 

"I grew up in an era when education for our Tribal citizens was limited 
and one of my lifelong dreams was to see our community equipped to 
provide our children with the educational start that they deserve," said 
former Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar. "Today my dream has become 
a reality. Not only do we have an adequate preschool, but we are blessed 
with a community center that can double as an emergency shelter." 

Following the invocation by Pastors Bruce Pratt and Josh LeadingFox, 
the preschoolers led the Pledge of Allegiance and the Manteele. All of 
the Seminole Tribal communities were represented by their leaders or 
community members wanting to share in the momentous occasion. 

"Today the Tribe is meeting its financial commitment," said President 
Tony Sanchez Jr. "However, the school will only be successful if we, the 
people, meet our commitment through the attendance of the students and 
our parental responsibilities." 

Voicing the importance of education for both individual and Tribal 
survival, the following dignitaries approached the podium and agreed that 
education is a worthwhile investment that pays the biggest dividends: 
Chairman’s Administrator Danny Tommie, Big Cypress Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, Hollywood Council Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr., Immokalee 
Council Fiaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr., Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank, 
Hollywood Board Rep. Christopher Osceola, Brighton Board Rep. Larry 
Howard Sr. and Immokalee Board Liaison Dorothy Scheffler. 

"The people of Immokalee have wanted, asked for and deserved this 
Preschool and Community Center for a long time," said former Council 
Rep. David Cypress. "Unfortunately, it isn't always possible to accomplish 
our goals as quickly as we would like. Especially, with the rapid growth 
that has taken place within the Seminole Tribe during the past few decades. 
I am very happy to be a part of this outstanding achievement that will help 
to ensure our future and promote the preservation of our culture." 

It may have been more than 20 years on the drawing board, but it 
only took 1 5 months for Tribal member David Nunez of Seminole Design 
Inc. to construct the state-of-the-art facility in partnership with DeAngelis 
Diamond Construction. Architect Robert McIntyre created the structure 
on paper and Construction Manager Ron Bobrowski was instrumental in 
making it a reality. 

The preschoolers officiated at the ribbon cutting ceremony with 


the assistance of the Tribal dignitaries and then joined the crowd for the 
luncheon buffet and Open House activities. The building was lavishly 
decorated in a Candyland theme for the grand opening and first day of 
school. 

The 20,000-square-foot building comprises a preschool that will be 
capable of accommodating a generous influx of students and a community 
center/emergency shelter. Extremely security conscious, the entrance, all 
classrooms and corridors require coded keys and passes for admittance. 

The preschool occupies one wing of the building and is designed 
to handle five separate age groups with a series of large classrooms, 
administrative offices, a conference room, storage areas, a cafeteria, open 
air porch and fully equipped playground with artificial turf. The nursery 
has an infant playroom, sleep area, outdoor sun room, a half kitchen and 
bathing facilities. 

On the opposite side, the community wing has a capacity of 400 
people with theater-style seating or 200 when dining tables are in use. 
Its purposed use is community meetings, council meetings, temporary 
training workshops or an emergency shelter. The entire building is served 
by an enormous generator capable of operating the facility for several 
weeks if necessary. 

A centrally located kitchen has all commercial appliances, a walk 
in cooler, freezer, pantry and storage area that can serve both entities. In 
addition, large bathrooms with showers and a laundry room have shared 
access. 

"My two sons received their start in the Immokalee Preschool," 
said Immokalee Council Liaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr. as he toured the 
new facility. "It gave them a sense of culture, community and family 
while providing them with the tools necessary to compete in the public 
school system. I know how much my children benefited under limited 
circumstances. I can’t help but think that the sky will be the limit for the 
graduates of this new facility." 

Site Manager Ford introduced her staff and thanked everyone for 
their dedication to the preschool program and diligence that made the 
new school a reality. She said, "I thank my mom, Elaine Aguilar, for 
persistently refusing to accept no for an answer and supporting our cause 
for so many long years. My gratitude goes to the Tribal leaders, both past 
and present, Preschool Director Leona Tommie Williams, community 
members and parents who have made this possible." 

"Thank you cannot convey the feelings that I have for my extraordinary 
staff members who are totally committed to the school. They have put in 
long days and weekends making today possible," continued Ford. "Fast, 
but not least, I want to acknowledge Douglas ‘Butch’ Dell and David 
Thompson Jr. from the Hollywood Buildings and Grounds. These two 
hard-working men literally moved our entire center by themselves in just 
six days and had us up and running for today's grand opening and first 
day of school." 


+ FSU 

From page 1A 


Ahfachkee Lady Warriors girls’ basketball head coach/FSU alum 
Kristin Stoots couldn’t agree more with Cypress’ assessment of the 
experience. 

“The most overwhelming feeling I had was pride,” Stoots said. “I 
was proud of our athletes and the athletic program. I was proud to be 
standing next to Seminole students and to hear the crowd explode as 
they spoke of their accomplishments. I felt chills throughout my body 
as the announcer spoke about the Tribe. I am proud to be a part of a 
program that is making history.” 

Ahfachkee Warriors boys’ basketball head coach Antonio Wright 
shared his reflections of the big moment. 

“On this day (Sept. 10), the resilient posterity of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida was vindicated for past atrocities and systematic 
disenfranchisement against their ancestors and predecessors,” Wright 
said. 

“Without pun, the playing field was leveled, thus justifying the 
fight for equality in all endeavors associated with the Tribe. Osceola and 
Renegade, though in mock form, served as a reminder of the undying 
relentlessness of the Seminole,” the Warriors boys’ basketball coach 
continued. 

FSU President Eric Barron, who invited the Ahfachkee Warriors 


athletic program to his home for a pregame meal and pep rally, talked 
about his excitement for their fledgling entity. 

“They’re off to a wonderful start,” Barron said. “I’m proud of what 
their future is going to be like. I’m hoping we’ll see them [the Tribal 
athletes] as FSU students someday. It feels great to have them at the 
house and to celebrate their success as a program. I can’t think of a 
better way to put the best foot forward at the university than having the 
Seminoles here with us. ” 

Ahfachkee Warriors student activities coordinator Randall 
Cleckler spoke of how the trip signified a culmination of purpose, 
accomplishment and identity. 

“It is up to our younger students to continue the program that this 
group of athletes started,” Cleckler said. “It took a lot of a hard work, 
courage, pride and a never-quit attitude that has made this program 
happen. These student-athletes deserve the same commitment to excel 
in this program and move on to the next level of competition.” 

Cleckler went on to credit the Tribal leadership for making the 
moment possible for the entire Ahfachkee Warriors athletic program. 

“It’s great to know that the Tribal leaders are willing to invest so 
much in the lives of our Ahfachkee students and athletes,” Cleckler 
said. “Their efforts in allowing events such as these are so monumental 
in the lives of our children. These experiences are lifelong educational 
experiences that are tangible and can be used for the good in their lives 
forever.” 



Florida State University Lady Spirithunters member Caitlin Hall, left, gets Ahfachkee 
Warriors athlete Taylor Pratt, right, prepped up for the Sept. 10 FSU-Charleston Southern 
game at the FSU president’s home as she paints garnet and gold war stripes on his face. 






Casting Calls are being held for any interested 
Tribal Members (30+ yrs). Contact Seminole 
Media Productions at 954.985.5702. 


Also check out the Seminole Channel on You[ fube ) 
SEMINOLE CHANNEL @ www.youtube.com/seminolechannel. 



The Seminole proudly kept to their traditions, save a few 
important items adopted from others : silver, the sewing 
machine, and of course, the occasional hoater hat. 



j^^ore than 20,000 artifacts, archival items and experiences Tum-of-the-Century Boater Hat 
representing Seminole history and living culture over the past 300 years. 
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Randee Osceola named Miss 
Florida Pre-Teen Cover Girl 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — "Dreams can come true!" 
exclaimed Tribal citizen Randee Osceola when she 
was crowned National American Miss Florida Pre- 
Teen Cover Girl at the state pageant on July 23. She 
comprised one of approximately 250 entrants in the 
three-day event hosted at the Orlando Hyatt Hotel & 
Resort. 

The enterprising 12-year-old joined 94 other 
young ladies contending for the four teenage categories, 
which followed stringent requirements based on 
school grade averages, interviews, social potential, 
community services, evening gown presentation and 
advertisement sales. 

In addition to being awarded her official state 
crown, banner, trophy and state ambassadorship for 
most advertising sales, Randee received a special 
invitation to compete at the National Pageant to be 
held during Thanksgiving week in Anaheim, Calif. 

Randee began following her dream three years 
ago when she first entered the pageant while attending 
school in Maryland. She was recommended by her 
teachers for her outstanding scholastic and social 
achievements. A sports enthusiast, she participates in 
basketball, softball and soccer. 

The National American Miss Pageants are 
dedicated to celebrating America’s greatness and 
encouraging its future leaders. Their focus is on 
developing the success of young women through 
programs that are age appropriate and family oriented. 
Pageants are held in each state for girls from 4 to 1 8 
years old in five different divisions with a national 
final. 

The pageant program is based on inner beauty, 
as well as poise, presentation and all-American spirit. 
Emphasis is placed upon the importance of gaining 
self-confidence, learning new skills, developing a 
positive competitive attitude and achieving personal 
goals. 

Each year they award $1.5 million in cash, 
scholarships and prizes to recognize and assist in the 
development of young women nationwide. This year 
National Pageants has added the ultimate door prize 



Photo courtesy of Geraldine Osceola 

Randee Osceola is crowned National American Miss Florida 
Pre-Teen Cover Girl. 


to the Nationals 2011. Each girl who qualifies for the 
national pageant has a chance to win a new 2011 Ford 
Mustang convertible. 

"Achieving this title wasn't just all about me," 
Randee Osceola said. "I owe a great deal to my mom, 
Geraldine Osceola; my dad, Randall Byrd; grandma, 
Ruth Osceola; and the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Their 
sponsorship, encouragement and support have made it 
all possible. Modeling has given me an opportunity to 
meet new people, exchange ideas and pursue my love 
of travel." 


Hollywood youth compete 
during Community Field Day 



Photo above left: Seminole 
Recreation aide Ashley Wilcox, 
second from left, is joined by 
participants Chris Turner, Quinton 
Wilson and Trey Wilson. The Aug. 
20 event featured several indoor 
and outdoor activities for Tribal 
youth and teens with trophies and 
ribbons at the Recreation gym. 
Photo above right: Joshua 
Osceola holds two water balloons 
awaiting his next victim in the 
water balloon toss. 

Photo left: Tribal youth get set for 
a race toward the finish in the 40- 
yard dash on the softball fields. 

Chris C. Jenkins 



Naples community take a 
Labor Day boating excursion 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 


NAPLES — Naples community members gathered with their children 
on the boat dock of a local marina on Sept. 3 to embark on a day of fun on 
the water in celebration of the end of summer vacation and the beginning of 
the new school year and Labor Day. 

Six boats with their captains were chartered for the day's activities. 
Weighing anchor at 8 a.m., the small flotilla cruised down Naples Bay to 
the entrance of Gordon Pass, the back bays of the Conservancy and the 
inland water passage to Marco Island. 

While some members of the group chose to spend the day fishing, 
others landed on Keewaydin Island to swim, sunbath and find shells or 
divided their time between their options. A rare opportunity prevailed when 
a bald eagle descended from the sky into the water in search of a fish right 
before their eyes. 

It was an excellent day for fishing and the anglers shared success in 
every age group. Preschooler O.B. Osceola III caught several fish and 
couldn't wait to drop his line in the water. Maggie Porter garnered the catch 
of the day with a beautiful snook, and Corinne Zepeda wowed the younger 
generation with her blowfish. Mackerel and redfish dominated the catch. 

A large picnic lunch and refreshments fueled the energy for the day's 
activities. By late afternoon storm clouds began to gather overhead and the 
seafarers retraced their route up the channel, through the mangroves, to 
their landing where they shared their bounty of the day and traded fish tales. 


Photo courtesy of Marissa Osceola 

Marissa Osceola lands a beautiful 
mackerel on the Labor Day fishing trip. 




Photo courtesy of Marissa Osceola 

Corinne Zepeda stares in wonder at the blowfish that she caught 
near Gordon Pass. 


Photo courtesy of Marissa Osceola 

Cousins Corrine Zepeda and Jessica Osceola embark 
upon a boating adventure. 



Preparing pets for a hurricane 


BY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Living in Florida, one is quickly made aware of 
the importance of hurricane preparedness. Residents 
can usually recite, by heart, the important contents 
of a hurricane kit, routes to safety and directions 
on how to prepare one’s home for tropical-force 
winds. Unfortunately, during all the preparations 
and excitement, many forget about the family pet 
until it’s too late. 

The most important thing to remember when 
hurricane season draws near is to start preparations 
early. You will want to begin by asking your 
veterinarian if he or she will board dogs or if he 
or she can suggest a place that will accept animals 
should an evacuation be called. This is essential 
because most emergency shelters will not allow 
animals. Additionally, for the sake of your pet and 
others, make sure that your pets’ vaccination records 
are up to date. Find out what additional vaccinations 
may be required to board your pet. 

Family pets should never be left at home or 
in a car when an evacuation is called! Not only 
can a storm be traumatizing to an abandoned pet, 
but there are many risks involved as well. Power 
outages can cause temperatures to rise to unbearable 
levels; there is a risk of flooding, flying debris or 
wind damage; and remember, it may be an extended 
period before you may return to your home. No 
matter how sheltered you believe your home may 
be, no matter how much food or water you think 
you can leave out for your pet, it is a dangerous and 
unnecessary risk to take. 

The following items should be included in a 
special kit for each individual pet: 

• A carrier to transport your pet in: Bear in mind 
that this carrier should be large enough for your pet to 
turn around and he down comfortably. In the event of 
an evacuation, cage space may be limited, and your pet 
may have to stay in the carrier. 

• A blanket or bed to lie upon: Ideally, this 
should fit inside your pet’s carrier and will help to 
not only make it more comfortable but will also help 
keep it from slipping and falling if moved. 

• Personal belonging: Be sure to leave your 
pet with a favorite toy or a personal belonging of 
yours that carries your scent to help ease his fears. 
Evacuations can be very traumatic to pets, and it 
helps them to have something familiar among all 
the strange noises and odors. 

• Medical records and medicines: This is 
essential, as some shelters will not allow your pet 


in if you do not have an up-to-date shot record. 
Additionally, it is highly recommended that, should 
your pet have any serious conditions or require 
special medication, you not only make sure to 
provide the medicine that it needs but also make 
sure to post a visible tag on its carrier, drawing 
attention to this fact. 

• Food: Ensure that your pet has a two-week 
supply of dry food for workers to feed it and be sure 
that it is stored in an air-tight container. Wet food 
is not recommended unless you can provide it in 
single-serving containers. Should there be a power 
outage, there will be no refrigeration available. It is 
highly recommended that you post your pet’s usual 
feeding schedule on the top of the carrier, which 
will maintain a routine that is similar to its normal 
home life and will help keep your pet as stress-free 
as possible. 

• Water: This is commonly overlooked, but 
it’s important to provide your pet with a two-week 
supply of water, and, ideally, this should be the 
very same water that it is used to drinking at home. 
People don’t always realize this, but water differs 
from area to area, and suddenly changing your pet’s 
water can lead to bowel disruption and unneeded 
stress. Several milk jugs, well rinsed and filled with 
tap water, can be plainly marked with your pet’s 
name using a permanent marker. 

• Collars/leashes: Remember that your dogs and 
cats may need to be moved or taken out for some 
exercise. For this reason, you will need to provide a 
collar or harness and a leash. It’s also a good idea to 
be sure that your pet’s collar bears a tag that provides 
owner information that is up to date. Having your 
pet microchipped is also an inexpensive and painless 
method of emergency identification. 

• Contact information: Be sure to post your 
name, address and phone number on the top of your 
pet’s carrier. If possible, also provide information on 
where you will evacuate. 

No one can stop natural disasters from occurring, 
but people can prepare so that when they do happen, 
everyone can evacuate to a safer place. Ensuring that 
your pet has its own hurricane preparedness kit will 
help save time, should an emergency evacuation be 
called and will help keep your four-legged family 
member safe. Follow these steps and, before long, 
everyone will be reunited with tails wagging! 

For additional information about pet sheltering 
and emergency preparedness for pets, please contact 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida Animal Control 
Division at 954-965-1300 ext. 10363. 
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Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating.., 
• Reck Pain 
* Lower Back Pain 


re E SPirtAL EXa 

& CONSULTATION 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

. ($150 Value) . 



THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 
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Indian Removal Act of 1830 latest 


topic of Seminole Moments 



Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Community Tribal employee Stephan Sanford of the Payroll Department 
Outreach Specialist Everett Osceola discusses the Indian asks a question on the differences in the Seminole Nation of 
Removal Act of 1830 at the Seminole Moments presentation. Oklahoma versus the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


BY CHR IS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen Everett 
Osceola, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum community outreach 
specialist, shed light on one of the most important and 
controversial aspects of the Seminoles’ legacy in the 
latest Seminole Moments series presentation on Aug. 
19. 

The Tribal Headquarters Auditorium once again 
hosted the discussion for Tribal employees centering 
on the Indian Removal Act of 1830. 

The May 28, 1830 law - passed by Congress and 
signed by President Andrew Jackson - called for the 
removal of Native Americans still residing east of the 
Mississippi River, relocating them to new homes west 
of the river. 

The South strongly supported the act by an order 
to access lands occupied by what was termed the 
Five Civilized Tribes (the Cherokees, Chickasaws, 
Choctaws, Creeks and Seminoles). Amid pressure, 
many of the Native American leaders went on to sign 
removal treaties. 

“For us (as Natives) it was taking 100,000 plus of 
us out of our homes,” Osceola said of the process. 

The first removal treaty to be signed after the act 
was the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek in September 
1830. With the treaty completed in 1 83 1 , the Choctaws 
of Mississippi ceded their land east of the Mississippi 
River in exchange for payment and lands in the West. 

Osceola said that an estimated 75,000 Natives died 


throughout the removal, which also became known as 
the infamous Trail of Tears. 

After the U.S. acquired Florida from Spain via 
the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1 82 1 , efforts were made for 
more than a decade to move the Seminoles of Florida 
onto suitable lands and assimilate them with the Creek 
Tribe as part of a meeting at Payne’s Landing on the 
Ocklawaha River beginning in 1832. 

The Seminoles fought to keep their land and 
never formally signed a peace treaty with the U.S. 
government, which they are known for worldwide. 
The Tribe fought in the backdrop of the Everglades 
swamplands along with other groups, including 
African-American fugitive slaves (known as Gullahs) 
who escaped from coastal South Carolina and Georgia 
rice plantations. 

The Seminoles’ fight also continued into the 
second and third Seminole Wars from 1835-55 with 
many of their brethren moving on and forced into 
Oklahoma, establishing what is now known as the 
Seminole Nation. 

“Our Native people will never forget about such a 
tragic moment,” Osceola said. “Even though we had a 
tragic history we are still here. We all survived.” 

Tribal employee Stephan Sanford said the 
presentation was both informative and interesting. 

“I liked and enjoyed it. He (Everett) got in-depth, 
and it all came from a Seminole,” Sanford said. “He 
was affected by it. There were also feelings attached 
to it. It still resonates with them even with all of their 
success today.” 


The Seminole Tribune goes digital 


September marked the launching of two new 
digital ventures for The Seminole Tribune : a website 
and a Facebook fan page. 

The website, www.seminoletribune.org, will 
feature the articles readers see in The Tribunes 
print edition, as well as additional photos from 
those events and events not covered in the paper. 
Readers will also have the opportunity to voice their 
opinions online by posting comments on articles. 
The launching of the website will provide one more 
venue for The Tribune to spread the word about 
important Seminole events and issues throughout 
the community and Indian Country. 

In addition to the new website, The Seminole 
Tribune created a Facebook fan page in an attempt 


to create even more interaction between The Tribune 
and its readers. Tribune staff will update the fan 
page with the latest news from the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, with photos and even with upcoming 
events to keep the community informed between 
print editions. Tribune readers are encouraged to 
become a “fan” of the page and are encouraged to 
leave comments on the page as well. Simply search 
The Seminole Tribune in the search function on 
Facebook to locate it. 

And as always, please feel free to e-mail The 
Tribune with any thoughts, questions or concerns at 
brettdaly@semtribe.com; or mail them to 3560 N 
State Road 7, Hollywood, FL 33021. 


Big Cypress Culture Department hosts 
campfire and storytelling session 



Big Cypress Culture’s 
Victor Billie, left, conducts 
the storytelling session 
as he talks to the Big 
Cypress Tribal citizens 
for approximately 30 
minutes - primarily in 
the Mikasuki language - 
about the importance of 
showing their appreciation 
for the Earth’s creation 
and reverencing a higher 
authority in their lives 
during the Sept. 8 event. 
“We are not alone,” Billie 
said. “The Creator is the 
one who has given us hope 
and strength to go on with 
our lives. He is the reason 
why we are all here today.” 

Naji Tobias 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal seniors Theresa Jumper, left, Louise 
Osceola, center, and Virginia Tommie grab a mix of 
Americanized and Seminole Indian food just prior to the 
start of the campfire cookout and storytelling session. 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Thomas M.A. Billie passes by the 
Seminole-style fry bread and banana bread and fills his 
plate with some Americanized food to go along with his 
Sofkee drink. 



Cfva Ctatfa ASftJ 


188 - 421-2020 

e Road Ext. -‘Davie, FL 33024 

T-R exDrrect.com 







GUY SELIGMAN, P.A. 

Criminal Defense Attorney 


Even A Fish Wouldn't 
Get Caught II It 
Kept Its Mouth Shut 



Driver License 


520 SE ;?th St Ft Lauderdale FL 5551 6 

Te! ^^4-7^0-7^00 






9A • The Seminole Tribune • September 30, 2011 


New Trail Liaison Huggins holds community appreciation dinner 


“This gathering was something to give back to the community as a thank you,” said newly elected Trail Reservation Liaison Norman Huggins. “The people asked me to run 
so I did and we (as a community) are just trying to catch up with everyone else now. It is my job and pleasure to work for my people.” Huggins assumed office on Aug. 4. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Newly elected Trail Reservation Liaison Norman Huggins, second from right, with family members and supporters as part 
of the Huggins appreciation dinner in celebration of his first term as an elected official on the Huggins camp grounds on 
the Trail Reservation Aug. 11. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

From left, Kelvin and Paris Huggins and Jayden Billie are 
all smiles as they take a picture break while jumping in the 
bounce house. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Adrian Billie, 7-month-old grandson of Liaison Huggins, 
nibbles on some corn during dinner. 


Seminole Tribe of Florida employee 
retires after 32 years of service 



Brett Daly 

Pete Russo, loan and rental property servicing manager, and Robin Osceola, Council Rep. assistant, present Green with 
a special Seminole-inspired cane for his 32 years of service to the Seminole Tribe of Florida at his retirement luncheon. 


BY BRETT DALY 
Senior Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — For 32 years, Bob Green devoted himself to the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Housing 
Department. To recognize his outstanding commitment to the Tribe, current and former co-workers, as well 
as family and friends, honored Green with a retirement luncheon at the Ark Restaurant in Davie on Aug. 12. 
Around 50 people gathered at the restaurant to celebrate Green’s accomplishments, where they enjoyed a buffet 
lunch and watched as co-workers presented Green with a special Seminole-inspired cane. Green has required 
the assistance of a cane since beginning with the Tribe, so his co-workers thought the gift would serve as a 
perfect reminder for Green of his time with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Now that he has retired, Green plans 
on spending more time with his 23 grandchildren and playing golf. He would love to one day play on the St. 
Andrews Golf Course in Scotland. 


Tribal athletics highlight Seminole 
Moments Session in Big Cypress 



Naji Tobias 

Seminole Moments presenter Everett Osceola spoke with Big Cypress Tribal citizens and employees about the history of 
Seminole Athletics in an Aug. 24 Seminole Moments presentation. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Seminole Moments presenter Everett Osceola spoke with Big Cypress Tribal citizens 
and employees about the history of Seminole Athletics and how it shaped the Tribe over the years in an Aug. 
24 presentation held at the Big Cypress Community Center. Osceola highlighted several Seminole Hall of 
Fame athletes such as the late Tribal pioneer Betty Mae Jumper; Seminole Recreation Director Moses “Big 
Shot” Jumper; and David Jumper a.k.a. “The Bare Foot Seminole.” Also highlighted were Tribal wrestling 
legend/former Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress; Tribal Hall of Famer/former Pittsburgh 
Pirates player Harry Billie (first-ever Seminole to play in Major League Baseball); Tribal athlete Peter Hahn; 
and Hollywood Tribal citizen/former FAU football standout Jarrid Smith, among many others. For detailed 
information on these Tribal athletes and much more, visit www.seminolerec.com. 
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JUDITH A_HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 



Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


(954) 525-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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Editorial 


Protect your money, rights 


Status quo is gone 


• James E. Billie 

V ery disturbing. That’s the best way to describe 
unscrupulous people out there who try to take advantage 
of Seminoles when they find out we have money. It’s a 
growing problem that we all must address. You know who these 
people are. You’ve seen them stalking our Tribal members, you’ve 
witnessed them pressuring Tribal members and overselling them 
vehicles or overcharging for repairs or pushing us into loans or 
mortgages we can never repay. 

They do this just because we are Seminoles. 

And because they know we won’t complain. 

We must be vigilant and expect to be treated differently 
when certain corrupt persons find out we are Seminole Indians. 
You see, the average wealthy person, I believe, will barter and 
bicker, back and forth, with sales people and others who may 
be trying to separate the man from his money. Unfortunately, 
the average Seminole will just pay the bill rather than complain 
about the price. This characteristic is then passed on from retailer 
to retailer, the most dishonest of whom will jack prices up and 
inflate charges, knowing that the Seminole is not going to argue 
but will just pay the bill. 

It happens with everyone from the car salesman to the drug 
dealer, even including the so-called caretakers who are supposed 
to look after our Seminole elders but who often resort to unfair 
costs they would never dare to impose on seniors in other 
communities. 

This unfortunate situation has grown up through the actions 
of our recent Tribal administration - not all of the leaders - but 
three of the top people in our system, men who were ripping their 
own people off, creating an atmosphere where Tribal members 
could not complain or object nor question what was going on. 
Those leaders are gone now but that attitude they nurtured - to 
pay the bill with no questions asked - continues on with many 
Seminoles when they go to the dealerships and the banks and the 
stores and buy new cars and houses and clothes. 

As the people watched silently, these Tribal leaders turned 
away from the best interests of their constituents in favor of 
kickbacks. For example: a typical chickee hut is going to cost 
$18-$20 a square foot built on the reservation. But these leaders 
would allow someone to charge the Tribe $30-40 a square foot, 
which would include their kickback, of course. Though Tribal 
members knew they were getting ripped off, they kept their 
mouths shut. People in the government system with a job knew 
there was a price to pay in getting and keeping a job, so they 
chose to stay quiet. 

But you can be assured the present administration is doing 
what it can to get our business back into proper order, to protect 
Tribal members and ensure the quality of their existence on 
this earth. Current employees are learning that it is no longer 
business as it used to be. This Council is sticking together. We 
are going through every department, cleaning it out and trying to 
get back to normal. We are changing policies, programs and the 
whole structure. We will not be held down by the policies and 
procedures of the previous administration. 

As the Tribe changes its way of doing business, so too must 
Tribal members. You must always remember there are people 
out there who want to take advantage of you. They make it their 
business to know what days you get your dividends. Some of 
them have stalked Tribal members as they walked out of the 
casino, begging for money. 


I would advise all Tribal members to 
use direct deposit between the Tribe and 
your bank. It is a very easy and effective 
way to protect your money. I can understand 
why some Seminoles feel nervous about 
keeping their money in a bank, especially 
when we see all the bad news on TV or in 
the newspapers about banks failing and 
the U.S. government in a financial crisis. 
Many have lost their confidence in letting 
other people hold our money. 

But right now, however, there is no 
better system. I hope you will have confidence in us. As Tribal 
leaders we will attempt to stay ahead of the game and keep our 
eyes and ears open to these issues, so we can alert Tribal members 
and take our own measures to circumvent any such trouble. 

As the Tribe has prospered, it has become a dangerous time 
when our kids turn 1 8 and get access to their money, which the 
Tribe has saved for them all these years. We have already heard 
many stories where irresponsible spending has drained bank 
accounts in a short amount of time. Mortgages, money lenders, 
overpriced vehicles - some have fallen victim to drug dealers. 
Every 18-year-old person thinks he or she knows more than the 
people ahead of them. We all know that at the age of 1 8 you know 
everything there is to know in the world. . . . until you get totally 
screwed and come back to the Tribe asking for help and you hear 
us say, “I told you so.” 

Tribal youth, come to the Tribe for advice BEFORE it’s too 
late. Please have the common sense to be aware of those who 
suddenly show up to take advantage of you when you receive 
your money. Parents, watch out for your offspring, help them, 
give them advice. The youth may not realize this, but you know 
that once the money is gone, it ain’t cornin’ back. 

This administration is determined to see you through all of 
these situations. We are determined to keep on the right track 
where we can benefit from, and maintain, our newfound wealth. 

Right now we are hard at work on our budget and when the 
new budget has been passed, I will establish a date for all Tribal 
members to meet together under one roof, so we can explain 
the state the Tribe is in. We will discuss our problems regarding 
future enrollment, what circumstances will affect our dividends 
to be raised or lowered and bring you up to date on what monies 
have been spent right under your noses over the past 10 years. 
We will review a very serious potential problem that may bring 
our income down because of new casinos opening up around us. 

While the rest of the United States and world is cutting down 
on employment, our previous leaders over-employed; the so- 
called sophisticated COOs (Chief Operating Officers) put in place 
several years back to increase our efficiency and better manage 
our income actually doubled the size of the government! While 
other governments of the world were laying off and cutting back 
on expenses, Seminole Tribe kept employing and employing and 
spending and spending. We are trying to curtail this now. 

We will bring all these issues, everything, back into focus 
at our General Assembly. We will listen to our constituents. 
We want to know their insights on what we are doing and their 
feelings on how well we are doing. I hope to schedule this before 
Christmas. Sho naa bisha. 

- James E. Billie is Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 



• Tony Sanchez Jr. 

A s you read these words, our 
new Seminole administration 
- Board and Council - are 
approaching 120 days of service to our 
Seminole Tribal members. Though that 
is a very short time, we have learned a lot 
about how the Tribe runs, its infrastructure, 
programs and policies. 

Most importantly we have learned we 
can’t accept the status quo. 

The status quo that many in our Tribe 
are familiar with has led us into critical 
problem situations and created ways of doing 
business that we cannot allow to continue. 
We, the leaders, have a responsibility to 
implement policies and procedures that will 
benefit all Tribal members, not just certain 
individuals. Making these changes is going 
to ruffle some feathers, but that is what we 
were put in these positions to do. 

An example from my own personal life 
has opened my eyes. I wanted a new home 
and I went to Seminole Housing. But, right 
away I wasn’t getting any real answers to 
my questions. The pricing didn’t seem right. 
I never realized a sense of comfort dealing 
with Housing. I didn’t feel I was going to 
be treated fairly. I lacked the confidence to 
leave it in their hands, so I took it away from 
Housing and will act as my own general 
contractor. Now this was not done to cut 
corners. I plan to live there, and I don’t want 
it to fall down around me! I just felt it was 
necessary to protect myself. 

The house will be built to code. I’ll 
hire the architect and make sure the bids 
come in compared to the bid documents. 
I’m arranging my own financing. If I’m 
the guinea pig, if things go wrong, well 
that’s my fault. But the point is, as a Tribal 
member, I had no sense of any real support 
from the current Housing administration. 
I would have thought they should be there 
to provide direction and other valuable 
services regarding housing matters. 

It led me to wonder, “What’s been 
going on?” 

Some of our Tribal programs have 
existed for years and years, operating in 
a status quo that really does not seem to 
benefit the Tribal members. I mean, we could 
always just sit back and hope that things 
take care of themselves. Hoping without 
action - that would be the easy way out. 
That is not, however, the mandate handed 
to us by voters four months ago. At the 
very least we want a situation where Tribal 
members are paying a fair price and getting 


a quality product. 
We need to be 
very responsible in 
that we won’t take 
advantage of our 
Tribal members 
but listen to them 
and respond in 
ways that will help 
instead of confuse. 

And that is 
why we are going 
to be intensely involved in looking at just 
how these departments are functioning. This 
is not change for the sake of change. And 
I don’t mean to shine the spotlight on just 
Housing - I am only using that department 
as an example of many situations that need 
fixing within our Tribe. 

We will be looking at each and every 
department of the Tribe to make sure 
they are fulfilling each goal and doing it 
at an efficient level. For example, we are 
looking at Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
Construction with the same light. Here you 
have a lot of expense, large salaries, but no 
work. That doesn’t make sense. I don’t want 
to carry that kind of administrative cost. I 
want to find a partner that can take on some 
of this expense, share the work and get the 
jobs. I think there is an opportunity to take 
Board Construction and provide a level of 
service and goods that should have been in 
place and provided all along. 

It is just one business opportunity, but 
we should exploit that to its fullest benefit 
for the Tribe and all Tribal members and not 
just a single individual. 

While my primary responsibility as 
Tribal President is to stimulate economic 
development for the Seminole Tribe, I still 
have the additional responsibility of wearing 
another hat as the Vice Chairman of the 
Tribal Council. So, my focus encompasses a 
wide range of issues that I must deal with on 
a daily basis. I am fortunate to be a part of, 
and witness to, how both governing bodies 
are working. 

I want every Tribal member to take 
comfort in knowing that both Board and 
Council are putting in the quality time 
to address some very tough social and 
economic issues. God bless the Seminole 
Tribe and its members. 

- Tony Sanchez Jr is President of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 



INDIAN COUNTRY ROUNDUP 



Native American students file 
lawsuit over use of Fighting 
Sioux nickname 

li Eight Native American 

students at the University of 
North Dakota (UND) filed a 
federal lawsuit to prevent further 
■I use °f the school’s Fighting 

Sioux imagery and logo. The 
Jr complaint names the Governor, 

the Attorney General, the state, 
the Board of Higher Education and UND as liable 
for their actions in connection with the North Dakota 
Legislature’s passage of a law mandating the use of 
the controversial nickname and logo. 

About 20 schools with Native American 
nicknames were targeted by an NCAA policy issued 
in August 2005. Some teams, like the Florida State 
Seminoles, were taken off the list when they received 
approval from namesake tribes. In North Dakota, the 
Spirit Lake Sioux tribe approved use of the nickname, 
but the Standing Rock Sioux has not yet decided. 

North Dakota’s debate appeared to be resolved 
when the state Board of Higher Education agreed in 
2009 to drop the Fighting Sioux logo and nickname, 
and UND agreed to phase it all out by Aug. 15. But 
the argument ramped up again when state legislators 
passed the law requiring the state to maintain the 
nickname and sue the NCAA over the issue if 
necessary. It could prove injurious: NCAA sanctions 
include a ban on UND hosting any postseason 
tournaments, and a prohibition on UND teams 
wearing the nickname or logo on uniforms during 
postseason play. The Big Sky Conference, which 
UND hopes to join next year, has said the issue will 
complicate the school’s conference membership. 

- Associated Press 


NARF pushes Native American 
CLASS Act 

The Native American Rights Fund (NARF) 
recently expressed its support of the Native Culture, 
Language and Access for Success in Schools (CLASS) 
Act. “In many regions of our country, Native students 
suffer from the lowest graduation rates and poorest 
academic performance,” said Sen. Daniel K. Akaka, 
D-Hawaii, who chairs the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs. The bill, co-sponsored by Sens. Tim 


Johnson, D-N.D., and Daniel K. Inouye, D-Hawaii, 
contains a set of provisions that address language and 
culture-based education, local control and parental 
involvement and teacher training and development 
“This comprehensive bill outlines a new vision 
of education built on Native priorities. As a former 
teacher, principal and administrator, I know the 
power that integrating culture and increasing access 
to opportunities can have in improving outcomes for 
our Native students. To build a successful future for 
our Native communities, we must start with success 
in our schools.” 


New Native American Studies 
programs guide out 

In the fall of 1993, the Association for the 
Study of American Literatures published a 30- 
page guide to Native American Studies programs 
in the U.S., compiled and edited by former AS AIL 
President Franchot Ballinger. This new “Guide to 
Native American Studies Programs in the United 
States and Canada” represents an attempt to update 
and expand upon Professor 
Ballinger’s pioneering work. 

It is being published in 
hardcopy and electronic forms: 
https ://facultystaff.richmond. 
edu/ -melson/ asail/. 


Pequots near debt 
restructuring deal 

The Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation plans to 
finalize a deal with creditors by the end of 2011 to 
restructure more than $2 billion in financing related 
to its Foxwoods Resort Casino and cut the tribe’s debt 
load by half a billion dollars. The Ledyard, wwNorth 
America, and the tribe’s debt restructuring is the 
highest among Indian gaming tribes. Under new 
agreement terms, the tribe’s $1.5 billion now owed 
would be restructured in obligations at favorable 6 
percent and 8 percent interest rates with a lengthy 
payment time line. The tribe would make payments 
over extended periods; some bondholders would not 
receive their dues for up to 18 years. 

The casino’s business is also reportedly 
improving since the November appointment of chief 
executive Scott Butera, widely anointed as a “turn- 
around artist” for his role in leading Las Vegas-based 



Tropicana Entertainment, which owns nine casinos 
in five states, on a restructuring of its finances and 
operations. Butera helped rescue the company from 
Chapter 1 1 bankruptcy in March 2010. Still, Standard 
& Poor rated the Mashantuckets’ bonds the lowest 
“D” rating. 

Connecticut’s only other federally recognized 
Indian tribe, the Mohegan Tribe, which operates the 
Mohegan Sun, expects to close on a deal to refinance 
some of its $1.6 billion in debt in the next few 
months. 

- The Wall Street Journal 


Native tobacco seeds in space 

NASA, on its final return Shuttle flight, has 
brought back experiments aboard the International 
Space Station that used Native heirloom seeds, 
completing the nearly year-long Indigenous Star 
Seeds experiment involving indigenous tobacco. 
Scientists have wondered what effects microgravity 
plays on the growth of plants in space, and for years 
has researched the viability of crop growth for long 
term voyages. “The seeds that were to germinate in 
zero gravity were 800-year-old tobacco seeds,” said 
Roxanne Gould (Odawan Ojibwe), a Science Museum 
of MN- American Indian Advisory Committee 
member. “The experiment came about because 
my husband (Jim Rock) works with the Minnesota 
Planetary Society. They had done a presentation 
at a climate change conference in Shakopee and 
a representative of NASA was interested in the 
experiment Jim was proposing.” 

- TheCircleNews.org 


Mississippi Choctaw casino paid 
off big for non-Indian executive 

A non-Indian man whose companies are at the 
center of a federal investigation into the Mississippi 
Band of Choctaw Indians was apparently paid well 
by the tribe’s casino. Doug Pattison was hired as 
CEO of the Silver Star Casino in December 1999. 
His salary was $400,000 a year for five years, plus a 
$40,000 relocation fee and other benefits, including a 
car. The tribe fired Pattison two years later and gave 
him $1 million in severance. He reportedly told tribal 
officials at the time that he was going to “bleed the 
casinos dry” if he ever returned to the reservation. 
After Beasley Denson won election as chief in 


2007, he re-hired Pattison, this time as a consultant. 
Mercury Gaming and its marketing arm, the Titan 
Agency, received $60,000 a month at first but then 
got more than $200,000 a month starting in February. 
When the FBI raided the Pearl River Resort, the 
search warrant mentioned Mercury and Titan. 

The Choctaws got some more bad news after 
the FBI raid. Moody’s Investors Service downgraded 
the $200 million in securities owed by the Choctaw 
Resort Development Enterprise from B3 to Caa2 
- one of the lowest possible junk bond ratings. 
Moody’s cited uncertainty surrounding the tribe’s 
leadership. (The tribal council recently threw out the 
results of an election in which Phyliss J. Anderson 
defeated incumbent Beasley Denson.) Moody’s also 
said the tribe could have trouble refinancing its debt. 
The tribe must pay $71 million on November 4. 

-Jackson Clarion-Ledger 


Oklahoma tribes save state parks 

Chickasaw Nation Gov. Bill Anoatubby and 
Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
Executive Director Deby Snodgrass signed an 
agreement for the Chickasaw Nation to assume 
management and operations of Boggy Depot State 
Park beginning Aug. 16. Boggy Depot is one of seven 
Oklahoma state parks slated to close because of state 
budget cuts. Thanks to this pact, park operations will 
continue while the state legislature works out details 
for long-term management of the park. “We are very 
pleased to have the opportunity to operate this facility 
because Boggy Depot has great historical significance 
to the Chickasaw and Choctaw nations,” Anoatubby 
said. “This agreement is one example of our ongoing 
partnership with the state of Oklahoma to promote 
tourism and encourage more people to discover the 
beauty, history and hospitality Oklahoma has to 
offer.” 

The Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation 
Department will transfer control of the Wah-Sha- 
She State Park in northeastern Osage County park to 
the Osage Nation after Labor Day. “Being a good 
neighbor, whether it is with the State of Oklahoma or 
nearby local and county governments, was a priority 
of mine when I took office last year,” Osage Nation 
Principal Chief John Red Eagle said. “This is just one 
example of how I plan to deliver on that promise.” 

- americanindianreport.com 
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Adolescent substance abuse 


• Neyom Osceola 

W hen I was young I lived 
one life with no divisions 
or boundaries. I went to 
preschool on the reservation, which was 
one of the most innocent times in my life. 
As I grew older and more mature my eyes 
opened to the lunacy of the world and my 
whole life did a 180. My happy life on 
the reservation was filled with cloudless 
days and drug-free friends and relatives. 
There was no worry about stepping on 
broken beer bottles or running into a bad 
crowd. I like to think of my childhood as 
more filled if that makes sense. I had more 
loved ones who were still alive and drug- 
free. I could talk to anyone and we’d have 
a good time. Today, many relatives have 
passed on and I lost relationships with 
many friends because we were separated 
by our interests; they chose drugs and I 
chose to stay healthy. Every time I go back 
to the reservation, I feel a line separating 
the drug abusers and the sober; it becomes 
more eminent with each visit. As the years 
passed I lost more friends and relatives 
who died and were sent to rehab for drug 
addiction treatment. There was a time 
when I used to feel surprised, but now all I 
feel is severe loss and sorrow. 

During those times I went to many 
funerals and sent goodbyes through 
Facebook or My Space; I cried and 
prayed those nights, hoping I wouldn’t 
lose anyone else. I felt like a big ball of 
emotions - pick any type of feeling and I 
could almost guarantee I had already felt 
it. I felt very lonely, like everyone was 
leaving me to be by myself. My cousin 
overdosed and died. I sat in my house 
and cut my hair. I went to sleep with my 
baby sister holding her near. I was livid 
because I couldn’t understand why they 
would give in to harmful substances and 
let their family members be affected by it. 
I was extremely disappointed too because 
I felt like they were also giving into the 
stereotypes of Native Americans being 
alcohol and drug abusers. I didn’t like the 
fact that it was true either; most Native 
Americans are substance abusers, but what 
about those who have always been sober? 
We were judged by our ethnicity because 
of our people’s choices. 

Native Americans are the second 
highest ethnic group that consists of 
substance abusers; just below those who 
are of mixed ethnicity. Technically we are 
the highest ethnic group with substance 
abusers. Most abusers originate from bad 
parenting or the witnessing of parents 
using harmful substances. The uses of 
illicit drugs or alcohol by parents and their 
children are strongly associated. When a 
child is neglected and has no one watching 
him or her it’s easy to follow in the parents 
footsteps, especially when they think the 
act of doing so is permissive. It’s easier to 
drift toward bad crowds when adolescents 
are living on a reservation. They’re 


practically living with bad influences, so 
it would be very hard to avoid illicit and 
illegal substances. We are also affected 
by drugs and alcohol enormously. As 
more and more teens get mixed up with 
drugs and alcohol the results grow more 
fatal. Nearly two Native Americans a 
day die from driving under the influence, 
and Native American surveys show 
adolescents have been under the influence 
in the past 30 days. 

I believe strongly that alcoholic parents 
are the reason for our youth drug use. When 
a child sees their parent consume drugs or 
alcohol it sets the curiosity and adventure 
in the child’s eyes. They think nothing of 
negative effects; all they see is their parent/ 
guardian doing it and they want to follow 
them. If I didn’t know any better I probably 
would’ve tested the substance the first time 
I saw my parent do it. It’s only natural, but 
I still believe teens have a choice. That’s 
why I want to help spread the knowledge 
about drugs and alcohol, and how badly 
it can affect one’s life. On the Hollywood 
reservation in Florida there’s a Boys & 
Girls Club, an organization that educates 
the youth about the negative effects of 
alcohol and drugs. This is where I want 
to start with the journey of helping my 
generation and all the generations to come. 
I want to volunteer at the Boys & Girls 
Club and encourage more kids to attend the 
informative meetings there that talk about 
drugs, health, avoiding bad influences. 

When I graduate from high school 
I want to continue to college to pursue a 
career in business. I want to come back 
and work for my tribe. When I return I 
am planning to build a boarding school 
with the guidance, love and care a home 
would have. I would also like to add a 
rehabilitation center and education to 
continue to help the youth. This is a place 
where my tribe’s youth can escape to when 
they are hurt and neglected. If a young girl 
feels she is worthless and not beautiful, I 
will take it upon myself to show her how 
she is beautiful, inside and out. If a young 
man were to feel like he has no home, no 
life or friends, I would be the first to help 
him out of that phase; I’d call him into my 
office every day and tell him how special 
he is if that’s what it takes. Anything to 
help keep them from illicit drugs, I will 
do. Here, I will educate them about the 
negative effects of illegal substances and 
alcohol. I want to show them how they 
are better than drugs and keep them busy 
with school so they can go to college 
and come back and contribute to my 
tribe’s development. I was blessed with a 
wonderful home, and I want to spread the 
care, guidance and devotion to give back 
to the tribe. 

- Seminole Tribe of Florida teen 
Neyom Osceola was a first-place winner 
of the 2011 Young Native Writers Essay 
Contest. 



If you have additional information on this photograph including participants 
and the occasion for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 
877-902-1113 to share your knowledge. 


Identifying th 


1934 photo documents life at Osceola Village 


BY JAMESJ’OWELL 

Associate Registrar 

When presented with the opportunity 
to purchase the above photograph, the 
Museum’s acquisition committee eagerly 
approved this acquisition. This vintage 
photograph shows six children astride an 
elephant. It’s a rare image from a time that 
is otherwise well-documented in many 
images held by the museum. An Associated 
Press label attached to the back of the 
photograph provides some information 
on the photograph. It identifies the name 
of the elephant as “Macine.” The label 


also identifies the location as “the Osceola 
Seminole Indian Village” at Miami, Fla. 
and dates the photograph on Feb. 19, 1934. 

While researching the photograph, we 
located a similar photograph. It appeared 
in the August 1934 issue of Boys Life 
magazine. This photograph shows a young 
man standing next to an elephant. The 
caption for this photograph identifies the 
trainer of the elephant as “Tony Tommy.” 
(To view this photograph online, visit 
the Boys Life magazine website, select 
Archives and choose the August 1934 
issue, page 26.) This is the same young 
man pictured at far right in the above 


photograph. 

As we catalog this photograph, we 
seek further information from Tribune 
readers on the identity of the children 
pictured and the elephant attraction at the 
Osceola Village in general. For example, 
were elephant rides a common feature at 
other tourist camps at the time? 

Please call the Museum at 877-902- 
1113 if you can help us identify these 
children or if you can share any knowledge 
on this unusual attraction. If you would like 
to view this photograph, or any Museum 
materials, please contact the Museum to 
make an appointment. Thank You! 






The Salazar Law Firm 

A Professional Association 

Attorney Michael G. Salazar, J r., 


* Assault *Battery * Burglary *Drug Charges *DUI * Driving 
While License Suspended *Theft Charges * Violation of Probation 
* Warrants *All Felony Cases * All Misdemeanor Cases 

* All Traffic Tickets 


OVER 19 YEARS EXPERIENCE FREE CONSULTATION 
24 HOURS/7 DAYS PAYMENT PLANS 


CALL 

1-866-7 -ARRESTED 

Toll free 

954-467-1965 

Local 

“Your legal matter is my personal matter ” 


Broward 



West Broward Palm Beach/Delray 

633 S. Andrews Ave 721 3 W. Oakland Pk. Blvd. 90 SE 4th Ave., Suite 2 

Delray Beach 

561.684.7771 


Ste. 200 
Fort Lauderdale 

954.467.1965 


Lauderhill 

954.746.4434 


■ 


EMAIL: MICHAELSALAZARJR@AOL.COM 
WEBSITE: WWW.THESALAZARLAWFIRM.COM 





SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


Presents the highly anticipated 



Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18 th and 19 th centuries. 

From March 2011 
"■-'January 2012 

MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 
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THE 5 YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 


OPEN 

DAYS! 


PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 
& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 


THE LOWEST PRICES, PAYMENTS & FINANCING! _ 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 



SEE YOUR NEW Lj 
» FORD FOR LESS % 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 4 

WE’LL < 
BEAT THEIR < 
PRICE! 

JUST CALL US! 


OVER 20 ACRES OF NEW & PRE-OWNED 

“A family owned and operated business” ■ We treat youf’like family” 





8655 PINES BLVD. 

HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 
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Education B 


Officials offer advice to 
students in preparation 
of Student Council 


Ahfachkee School welcomes 
new principal Lucy Dafoe 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. explains to the students how Tribal Council is 
responsible for their education and well-being. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students of Pemayetv 
Emahakv got a lesson on Tribal Government 
Sept. 12 when Brighton officials Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. and Board Rep. 
Larry Howard stopped by to speak with 
students on the importance of government 
as they prepare for the upcoming Student 
Council elections. 

Students recently began learning about 
the governmental process in their history 
classes by studying past government 
leaders, their positions and what they do. 

The Charter School runs its Student 
Council similarly to the Tribal Council, with 
an elected Chairman and representatives for 
each grade level. Students also campaign 
by putting up posters to gain support. The 
school holds an election, followed by an 


inauguration. 

“I’m just amazed at how many of you 
are running for office,” said Principal Brian 
Greseth. “That means you care a lot about 
your school.” 

Brighton Council Rep. Bowers started 
his speech speaking about the importance 
of education and spoke briefly on his “other 
life.” 

“I joined the military, got a college 
degree and became a lawyer,” he said. 

Rep. Bowers continued with what he 
thinks the students should know before 
they decide to run for office. He told the 
students that one of the most important 
things they should know is why they want 
to run for office and followed it up with 
their involvement. 

“I think you have to be involved with 

♦ Please see STUDENT COUNCIL on page 2B 



BY NAJ[ TOBIAS 

Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — A new era has begun at the 
Ahfachkee School. 

The Tribe’s leadership recently selected Lucy 
Dafoe as the Tribal school’s principal, marking a fresh 
start to the 2011-2012 academic year. 

Ever since Dafoe began her duties in the Ahfachkee 
School’s top position on July 11, she said she’s felt very 
happy with the experience thus far. 

Dafoe, who previously served as a principal in 
the Chief Leschi Schools system from 2003-2010 in 
Puyallup, Wash., said her first tour of the Tribal school’s 
campus got her excited about becoming Ahfachkee ’s 
newest principal. 

“It just felt right to be here,” Dafoe said. 

Dafoe talked about retention as one of her primary 
goals to accomplish as Ahfachkee ’s new principal. 

“The position I filled prior to this was a high 
turnover one and had an unstable staff, so it was just 
high turnover all the time,” she said. “Stabilizing a staff 
is one of the first steps you want to take in school reform 
and improvement. Even though I heard there had been 
high turnover with administrators, I was still OK with it 
because for some reason, it felt right to be here.” 

Dafoe, who had extensive teaching and 
administrative experience with students and staff from 
the Washington-based Makah and Puyallup Indian 
Reservations over a period of 17 years (1993-2010), 
said she would like to see all of the Ahfachkee School’s 
students reading on grade level. 

“Effective schools have a common vision, so we 
need to have a plan to bring our kids there,” Dafoe said. 

“We need to execute on the proper steps necessary to 
bring them to grade level. It won’t happen in just one 
year. It’s going to take some time to reach the goal.” 

Dafoe, a Native American from the Pauquachin 
Tribe of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada, 
said rather than making sweeping changes right away, 
she would focus on minor changes and improvements 
for her first year at the helm. 

“With our reading program, we opened up flexible grouping,” 
Dafoe said. “If I have a third-grader reading at fourth-grade level, 
that’s great. If I have a third-grader reading at second-grade level 
and they need more attention, let’s put them in a slower-paced 
group. Kids at their grade level, we’re going to have a reading 
group for them.” 

Progress monitoring, Dafoe said, will help track how the 
teachers and students make continuous improvements in a variety 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School principal Lucy Dafoe at the Ahfachkee Warriors recognition 
segment of the Florida State Seminoles Sept. 10 home game in Tallahassee, Fla. 


of academic subjects. 

“Sometimes, teachers teach eloquently on subjects they like 
and they spend too long on that,” Dafoe said. “There are some 
areas that don’t need as much attention as others, so with our data 
analysis, we got to see where we are at in our academic subjects 
and our tests over the summer.” 

Dafoe also said she has implemented an open-door policy, a 
move she feels will make the school experience more comfortable 

+ Please see PRINCIPAL on page 2B 


Tribal graduates and Education Department staff celebrate with prom-style party 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal siblings Mariah and Miles Osceola, far left and right, together with Marie Dufour, 
Tribal adult vocational administrator. The two students were among 48 other General 
Education Diploma (GED) graduates, the highest number ever recognized in the Tribe, 
acknowledged at a higher achievement party at the Old Davie School on Sept. 10. 


Graduate party Queen and King Agnes Motlow and 
Stephen Billie together after being crowned as part of 
the “Dancing under the Stars” higher education prom- 
style party in Davie. 


Tribal Director of Education Emma Johns, third from the left, in formal dress attire with staff during 
the prom. The event acknowledged and recognized 86 graduates from all the reservations in the 
academic areas of high school, GED and college with both Tribal Council and Board officials in 
attendance. 


Trail celebrates new school year 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

TRAIL — Children attending the Trail 
Back to School Bash made a big splash at 
the Miccosukee Golf and Country Club on 
Aug. 20. The pool area and a water slide 
had been reserved for their exclusive use for 
the entire afternoon, and they quickly took 
advantage of this wonderful opportunity. 

Joined by their immediate families, the 
youngsters behaved like a school of fish as 
they alternated between the super slide and 
the crystal blue waters of the pool. Playing 
games, competing in races and performing 
water aerobics, their laughter filled the air. 

A group of the older boys demonstrated 
their basketball skills by challenging each 
other as they shot some hoops on the court 
and then returned to the pool to cool off. 
Meanwhile, the parents lounged on the deck 
enjoying an afternoon of relaxation. 

Retiring to the tent pavilion, the families 
shared a gourmet, catered luncheon and 
then explored the educational opportunities 
that awaited them in the new school year. 

“Your grades have been up this past 
year and enrollment in the tutoring sessions 
is bigger and better than ever,” said Trail 
Liaison Norman Huggins. “Attending 
Miccosukee and private schools, our 


children began their 2011-2012 school 
year approximately two weeks ago. This is 
our first Back to School Bash and we are 
running a little behind but it doesn’t seem to 
bother anybody here today.” 

Addressing the children, Liaison 
Huggins emphasized that they are the future 
of their people. Education will provide them 
with the tools necessary to pour life into the 
community and insure its survival. 

“As you acquire your educational 
skills, it is equally important that you always 
remember your strong cultural heritage 
and strive to keep our language alive,” 
concluded Liaison Huggins. “It defines who 
you are and it is your responsibility to pass 
it along to the next generation.” 

“The Trail tutoring program is making 
great strides despite the need to relocate our 
teaching facilities during the school year,” 
said tutoring specialist Julissa Collazo. “I am 
extremely proud of the parents’ diligence in 
attendance and cooperation with 4 in-home’ 
study. Our tutoring programs are continuing 
to expand and space has become our biggest 
issue in all of the communities. SAT Prep, 
mentorship and bridge programming are 
adding to our educational priorities. I feel 
confident that your children will make big 
strides during the coming year.” 



Judy Weeks 

Jaden Billie descends the water slide at the Back to School Bash. 



Judy Weeks 

Dionah Bert and Nichelle Osceola play like porpoises in the 
Miccosukee Country Club pool. 



Judy Weeks 

Trail Liaison Norman Huggins is surrounded by a portion of the youngsters 
attending the Back to School Bash. 
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Grandparents enjoy lunch 
with grandchildren in honor 
of Grandparents Day 
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Rachel Buxton 


Grandma Mary Jo Micco and Grandpa Billie Micco celebrate Grandparents Day with granddaughters 
Aleina Micco, center left, and Giselle Micco, center right, during the Charter School’s Grandparents 
Day luncheon Sept. 9. 



Rachel Buxton 

Beulah Gopher stopped by the Charter School to 
enjoy lunch with great-granddaughter Summer 
Gopher in celebration of Grandparents Day. 


Rachel Buxton 

Emma Urbina fills in as the surrogate grandma 
for great-nephew Gage Riddle during the 
Grandparents Day luncheon. 



Rachel Buxton 


Diane Smith visits Melina Steve at the Charter School Sept. 9 to celebrate Grandparents Day with 
a special lunch. 


Immokalee students celebrate 
back to school with spa day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee community service 
departments coordinated their efforts on Aug. 15 to organize 
a Back to School Bonanza for the students in preparation for 
their 2011-2012 school year. A steady stream of young people 
circulated around the gym visiting each of the booths and 
collecting stamps in their passports to register for the door prizes. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr. commended 
everyone on their enthusiasm in helping the children. He said, 
“Obtaining the tools for a successful school year lays the ground 
work for a bright future. Each of our departments is delivering 
an important message of encouragement and support to the kids 
and their parents.” 

A personalized JanSport Backpack and school supplies 
awaited children from kindergarten to the 12th grade to enable 
them to begin their classes well prepared. 

Professional hair stylists from one of Immokalee ’s favorite 
salons remained busy throughout the day creating fashionable 
hairdos for the first day of school. Boys and girls waited eagerly 
to receive a new look, trim, bob, shave or mohawk. 

The Fitness Department pampered their young clientele with 
a back, neck and shoulder massage and then joined Community 
Care for the Elderly in administering warm wax thermal hand 
baths to condition their hands and nails with a deep cleaning 
action. Next stop was the manicure table for a trim and artistic 
nail painting for girls. 

The Clinic checked for lice and talked with parents 
regarding the importance of immunization and physical exams. 
Eye screening and a discussion about the pros and cons of 
glasses and contact lenses were provided by a licensed optician, 
as well as proper lighting, eye strain and protective eyewear 
considerations. 

Seminole Police Department officers were also on hand to 
take fingerprints, DNA samples, current photographs and vital 
statistics to update personal physical information records. Their 


presentation on Internet safety provided awareness of the new 
dangers that await unsuspecting youngsters. 

Dividing the group by gender, the boys and girls received 
instruction from Family Services employees Linda Freeman and 
Fred Mullins on personal hygiene, puberty, physical development 
and healthy choices, as well as combating peer pressure. 

A drug-free theater documentary set the pace for Family 
Services Prevention officer Fred Mullins to ask the question, 
“Why do people take drugs?” An interaction with his youthful 
audience brought forth many insightful conclusions and 
displayed their acute awareness of the fact that drugs cause more 
problems than those people try to solve. 

Students’ parents were encouraged to investigate tutoring 
programs, library opportunities and sign necessary release 
forms that will ensure a safe and productive new school year. 
Tribal policy on education and the rules and regulations for the 
upcoming year were also available. 

Creating awareness of the Culture Department programs, 
Immokalee instructor Geraldine Osceola’s presentation on Tribal 
history, clans, language, arts and crafts opened the door for after- 
school programs and informative workshops. 

A foremost objective of the 4-H program is responsibility, 
self-respect and family values. With the beginning of their new 
season, they are offering a variety of programs in addition to 
steer and swine projects. Cooking, photography, archery, fishing, 
small animal projects and a judging team are just a few of the 
programs in which the youth can register for participation. 

Recreation and Immokalee Seminole Ranch supplied a 
child- friendly lunch that emphasized healthy food choices and a 
discussion followed about the importance of exercise and proper 
hydration. 

“There is an excellent turnout here today,” said Immokalee 
Board Liaison Dorothy Benson. “Parental involvement has 
reached an all-time high, and I am very grateful to each of 
the departments for their valuable assistance in making our 
children’s education a priority.” 



Judy Weeks 


Mr. Horacio gives Ezekial Roberts a back to 
school haircut. 



Judy Weeks 

Aaron Alvarado gets fingerprinted for his 
identification packet. 



Judy Weeks 

Jovita Turrubiartez of the Immokalee Senior 
Center combs out Jaylee Jimmie’s hair. 


♦ PRINCIPAL 

From page IB 


for all involved. 

“I want to be able to sit down and talk 
with the parents,” Dafoe said. “We have a 
common goal, which is for a kid to graduate 
from school. We might have different 
approaches to getting there, but I want to 
work with the parents to stay current with 
their kid’s progress. Parents want to know 
that, so we’ve encourage them to view a 
student portal we have here at the school, 
which tracks their kid’s attendance and 
grades.” 

One thing Dafoe has noticed is that 
there are Tribal youngsters from Big 
Cypress who go to a variety of public and 
private schools such as The Sagemont 
School, American Heritage School, Glades 
Day School (Belle Glade, Fla.), Hollywood 
Christian School, Clewiston Middle School 
and Clewiston High School, among others. 

“When I see buses going to the different 
schools every morning, I get hungry to see 
what we can do to get those kids to become 
students here at the Ahfachkee School,” 
Dafoe said. “What is it that we need to do 
to get the kids back into the community? 
We need to be taking care of all our core 
subjects. We need to be expanding our 
electives. Can we offer vocational classes 


such as wood shop or auto shop? Can we 
offer weight training? Can we offer video 
and media productions? Can we offer 
culinary courses? We need to do whatever 
it takes to give those kids a desire to come 
to school here.” 

Dafoe also talked about the Ahfachkee 
Warriors athletic program and how far it has 
come over the past year. 

“Why are athletics a part of any school 
system,” Dafoe asked herself. “It allows us 
to teach dedication, commitment, standards 
and teamwork. I’m excited to see where 
athletics can go, and we want to keep 
pulling from the student body to get bigger 
teams. We’ve just started a volleyball team; 
it’s a true teamwork sport. With all that said, 
athletics can get kids more connected to the 
school and it could improve our overall 
graduation rates here at the Ahfachkee 
School.” 

In addition, Dafoe said she would like 
to see a homecoming, a prom and a music 
program at the Ahfachkee School someday. 
Overall, Dafoe said she sees a bright future 
for Ahfachkee and its student body. 

“I would like to see the school grow and 
expand,” she said. “I’m looking to improve 
our overall attendance, our academics and 
our morale across the board. I truly believe 
that our staff and students want to do a good 
job here. I’m excited for all of them because 
I see a lot of potential here.” 


♦ STUDENT COUNCIL 

From page IB 


your school,” Rep. Bowers said. “You have to listen to 
people and talk to fellow students. Learn how they feel 
about certain things.” 

Rep. Bowers briefly explained how the election 
process for Tribal Council works. He told the students how 
individuals must get a petition with signatures of people 
who agree to vote for them. He also said candidates have 
three to four weeks to campaign and then elections are held. 

“You have to let them know what you are capable of 
doing,” he said. 

Students asked questions following Rep. Bowers’ 
speech such as what his specific job entails. 

“I speak up for the community, such as if we need that 
road fixed,” explained Rep. Bowers. 

Board Rep. Howard continued on the subject of 
government by telling how he got into politics. 

“I’ve worked with the Tribe pretty much my whole 
life,” Rep. Howard said. “My family was always into 
politics.” 

Rep. Howard also stressed the importance of education, 
advising the students to never forget to keep their grades 
up. 

He also pressed the importance of being able to speak 
in front of people when it comes to government and politics. 

“You have to be a people person,” Rep. Howard said. 

“You have to be able to get along with everyone.” 

Rep. Howard wrapped his speech up with a very 
important note. “The sky is the limit, but make sure you’re Brighton Board Rep. Larry Howard tells students that while campaigning for 
serious about it.” Board Representative, he made his own signs and went door-to-door to gain 

support. 



Rachel Buxton 
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Landscape Design 
Lighting 
Lawn Service 
Various Color & 
Shape Options 


Custom Designed Landscapes & Borders 

Call Now: 

954.347.4421 


www.greengrass3landscaping.com ggrass3@msn.com 

We accept: VJCA ^ 




FREE Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 
Serving Dade & Broward 

Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1980 
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Malcolm J ones (right) uses positive communications techniques with his friend Kaleb Doctor during a brief pause in 
the activities of the Seminole Youth Camp for younger children, ages 7-10. 


■Week-long 
camps allow 
connections 
to be made 
with other 
youth, adults 

Imagine a place 
where children feel 
unconditional love, 
tempered with logical 
rules held together 
with rewards and 
consequences. This 
place has a “Blob” and 
a mud pit. This place is 
non-stop activity from 
the 7 AM morning walk 
to the 9:30 PM “lights 
out.” 

And it is 

crawling with cops 
and firefighters, 
diabetes staff, fitness 
professionals and 
counselors, people who 
have dedicated six days 
away from their families 
to, as Eric Bricker of 
Family Services said, 

“give all youth the 
opportunity to shine.” 

This place is the 2011 
Seminole Youth Camp/ 

Teen Camp at Camp Kulaqua. 

First Year for Two Age- Appropriate 
Camps 

The camp is in its sixth year, but this 
was the first year there were two weeks 
of camp: one for children ages 7-10, and 
one for those ages 11-17. After last year’s 
record-breaking attendance of close to 300, 
Seminole Tribal staff decided to split the 
camp to better serve the different needs of 
each age group. 

About 70 younger campers attended 
July 31 -August 5, and 140 older campers 
came the following week. On paper, the 
agenda for both groups looked basically the 
same, but each activity was fine-tuned to 
specifically capture the attention and suit 
each age group’s needs. For example, the 
younger campers attended “Body Works” 
and learned about physical changes during 
puberty, while the older campers attended 
“Jersey Sore” and learned how to prevent 
sexually transmitted diseases. 

More Similarities Than Differences 

This example is attention grabbing, 
but what was most significant was the 
commonality between camps: First, 
there were dedicated staff and volunteer 
chaperones (over 170) who devoted one 
week (20 stayed two weeks) to the Seminole 
youth. These mentors had “whatever it 
takes” attitudes, as portrayed by Nash The 


Cop, sitting in the lunch room, having his 
hair braided by a group of young campers. 

“They leave their own kids. They let their 
guards down and let themselves be whatever 
the youth need,” explained Camp Director 
Helene Buster, whose devotion is another 
common element of both camps. 

Many of the campers asked to call Helene 
“Grandma.” Her enthusiasm and dedication, 
whether while she was disciplining or 
complimenting, was so apparent, it infused 
everyone. She brought out a desire to try 
in the youth: In the adults, she lit a fire of 
compassion and service for the kids. 

The integral “Learn by Doing” principal 
of camp was repeated in both camps. 

Helene asked campers for volunteers before 
each meal to lead the group in the blessing, 
then reminded them not to put more on their 
plates than they could eat. 

They were then asked to try serving 
themselves the correct portion size. “They 
all listened,” said Helene. Though there was 
still the occasional plate full of only sausage 
links, progress was made toward better 
portion control. 

In the case of one young camper who had 
a harder time breaking the habit of piling his 
plate, staff chose him as a peer mentor. He 
was stationed at the buffet. His important 
responsibility was to remind campers of 
correct portion sizes. He did this for a few 
meals, resulting in a reduction of his own 
portions. 

Older Campers Put Teamwork Into Play 

Although the camp for the older youth 


focused more on sports and leadership, 
the hands-on learning was still apparent. 
Through sports, campers learned that giving 
100 percent, no matter what their skill 
level, and being part of a team was most 
important. 

“It doesn’t matter how great you are — 
you can be great on your own. But to get to 
the next level, to really excel and make it in 
this world, you need to be able to function as 
part of a team,” explained Thommy Doud, 
Boys and Girls Club staff member. Thommy 
played a key role in both camps, serving 
as master of ceremonies for many camp 
activities. 

Camp Turns Cops Into Friends 

As each camp wrapped up, campers 
headed home with a set of skills that they 
might not have arrived with. They learned 
how to prevent diabetes, how to stretch 
before exercising, how to manage their 
money, and the dangers of cyber bullying. 
But more importantly, they went home 
with new relationships - relationships with 
cops, firefighters, diabetes staff, counselors 
and one omnipotent Grandma. Because 
if Seminole youth camp can be described 
in a few words, it might be: an ongoing 
conversation between youth and caring 
adults. 

Now, when youth see a police officer, 
they will see a familiar face, someone who 
calls them by name, someone who hosed the 
mud off of them after the Whacky Sports 
Challenge, someone who feels more like a 
friend. 


As Seminole 
People 
Once Again 

We have many stories 
We need to hear them 
You need to know 
what we have been through 

When I was growing up, 
most everyone was an alcoholic 

But not you 

You are clear headed 

We must all stand up as 
a new generation 
Learn our traditional ways 

As Seminole people once again 

We are giving you our love, 
our strength, our power 
So that we are not alone 
So that we can help each other 

It used to be that everyone 
had a fire out back 
all throughout the year 

They were all lit from one fire 
four logs from 
four different directions 
These represent 
our grandfather, 
our ancestors, 

our warriors who bled for us, 
our creator who provides for us 

That fire is the heart of where we live 
That fire is our microphone 
to the heavens 


But we let the fire go 
We let our creator go 

We are not Indian anymore 
if we let our traditions go 
^We must stand up as a new generation 
Learn our traditional ways 

As Seminole people once again. 

As spoken by Herbert Jim, Victor Billie 
and Geraldine Osceola during a 
culture talk at Seminole Youth Camp 


Youth Camps Stay Focused on Goal: 
Building Positive, Lasting Relationships 

SUBMITTED BY STOF HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


Photos from left top to right: Helene Buster, Camp Director, assists younger campers in leading the prayer; The low ropes course provided a 
safe, supportive setting for youngsters to learn the importance of teamwork; Seminole Police Officers Colleen Hardin and Jack Nash removed 

, trustworthy mentors to the youth. 
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Camp Age Split Earns Thumbs 
Up From Staff and Y outh 


■ Youth’s Needs are 
Better Met by Camps for 
Younger and Older Kids 

Last year’s camp proved very popular: 
About 300 youth, ages 7-17 attended, 
along with almost as many staff and 
chaperones. Activities were created and 
to meet the youths’ health, social, and 
cultural needs. But camp staff didn’t 
want to stop there. At the conclusion 
of every camp, staff evaluated what 
happened, and how it could be improved. 
Last year, they came to a huge decision: 
split the camps into two age groups — 
ages 7-10 and 11-17. 

This decision was one based on quality 
control. Staff knew that having specific 
age groups would allow for age-specific 
activities: go-carts for younger campers, 
competitive sports for older campers, for 
example. 

They also knew that two weeks instead 
of one would mean twice the time. But 
during the two weeks of camp starting 
July 3 1 , most staff worked only one week, 
getting to choose the age group. About 
20 staff worked both weeks. 

Other than the activities and the time, 
no one really knew exactly how it would 
turn out. But everyone had a desire to 
better serve the needs of each individual. 

Now that camp is over, Camp Director 
Helene Buster said, “The smartest thing 
we have ever done was to split these age 
groups. We were able to focus more 
on the needs of the individuals. It was 
a better learning experience for both 
groups.” 


Staff noticed that many siblings attended 
different camps. This year, the younger 
ones had to depend on peers or counselors 
for support instead of brothers or sisters. 
They had to make new friends and learn to 
depend on and trust adults. They were not 
overshadowed by their older siblings. 

The older ones were relieved of taking 
care of their younger family members, 
and got to be teenagers instead of helping 
and guiding the youngsters. Darryl Allen, 
Seminole Police Department, said, “We had 
much more of an ability to make an impact 
on campers because we didn’t have the older 
or younger (siblings) creating a distraction.” 
In other words, campers got to focus more 
on themselves and their own needs. 

Additionally, splitting the camp allowed 
for a high ratio of adults to campers, so 
campers not only got the information and 
attention they needed, they got it from a 
large, diverse number of adults. 

Next year, the camp will continue to be 
split. It is reported that the staff embraced 
the changes, and the youth went away 
feeling that there are a lot of adults who 
really care. 


“I learned about cyber bullying and 
diseases you can catch if you aren’t 
careful. I didn’t know all that stuff 
could happen.” 

Darlah Cypress, Justice Baker 

“I learned about the importance 
of respect, and about our medicine 
and our culture. I learned that the 
Seminole way to show appreciation is 
not to clap but to say MVTO. It means 
‘thank you’ in Creek.” 

Anonymous Youth 



Dividing the camps into younger and older age groups allowed for age-sepcific activities like 
go-cart racing for the 7-10 age group, and a sports focus for the 11-17 age group. This 
division also allowed for older youth to develop their leadership skills by getting specific 
instruction and encouragement to become junior counselors to youngsters. 



C.A.H.P. 

Caring 

Made 
Passible 


Photos from left: During the teen camp, J ohn Osceola (Hollywood) shows he is a great sport by wearing a ball-toss target on his head; 

J ustice Baker (Brighton) shows her competitive spirit during the sponge toss; Chris Briscall (Immokalee) proves he will do anything for his 
team, including pulling on panty-hose to catch rubber balls; Sabre Billie (Big Cypress) focuses on helping her team win. 


“Rewarding” “Valuable” “Irreplaceable” 


“Part of SPD’s motto is: Partnerships 
that build respect and trust. This 
camp is the foundation of respect and 
trust building. At Camp Kulaqua we 
become friends and mentors with 
young men and women Tribal-wide, 
some of whom, without camp, we would 
never know. These relationships, these 
bonds, are so crucial. Here, I become 
someone other than Nash The Cop: I 
become Nash The Mentor, and most 
importantly I become Nash The Friend, 
someone youth can turn to for help and 
guidance, no matter what, without bias. 
That, to me, is irreplaceable.” 

Jack Nash, Seminole Police 

“It is rewarding to build relationships 
with the youth. They last a lifetime, and 
help us achieve our goal: to contribute 
to the provision of a safe and enjoyable 
environment. I feel the children are 
more likely to follow your lead when 
they know you on a personal level.” 

Levi Pearce, Fire Rescue 


“I haven’t seen one person who has 
attended camp who hasn’t come away a 
better person. There is personal growth 
for the youngest to the very oldest. It is 
rewarding to participate in anything that 
does that for the world.” 

Debra Ray, Asst. Director, Family Services 

“Emphasis on skill building allows 
everyone to participate. Those who 
are not yet accomplished athletes can 
compete alongside those who are more 
accomplished. All have the opportunity to 
shine.” 

Eric Bricker, Family Services 

“Camp Kulaqua is valuable right now, 
but it is also helping the next generation. 
It’s about staying fit, learning to make 
positive decisions, developing leadership 
skills and respect within our Tribal 
traditions. All the reservations coming 
together like this takes us back to Tribal 
ways - to becoming closer and being 
connected. Also, you learn you need 


— Camp is All That 

structure - you can’t just go out and be a 
wild child.” 

Jordan Billie 

“Teamwork. Unity. Relationship 
building. A staff of multiple and diverse 
backgrounds comes forward with an 
openness and willingness to do whatever 
it takes to make camp work for each 
participant. They bring with them a 
genuineness and caring - you can’t do this 
work if you don’t care. Where does this 
dedication come from? At least partially 
from the team building skills, leadership 
skills and tireless devotion of Helene 
Buster.” 

Anonymous Camp Staff 

“I like being with the kids from all over 
the Tribe, communicating with them and 
seeing how they are growing. Each rez 
has its own style of teaching culture, so it 
helps me to visit with all of them. It ties it 
all together when we are with each other.” 

Herbert Jim, Culture Department 
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Brighton youth celebrate Incentive 
Awards Mardi Gras style 


Big Cypress Education Department 
hosts Incentive Awards Carnival 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


With a Mardi Gras theme and masks for all, 
Education Department’s Rebecca Bowers 
presents Brydgett Koontz with a perfect 
attendance trophy at the Incentive Awards. 


Kristina Osceola, one of six Brighton high school graduates, receives 
her award and is congratulated by, left to right, Brighton Board Rep. 
Larry Howard, Non-Resident Liaison Ryan Osceola, Brighton Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. and Chairman James E. Billie at Brighton’s 
2011 Incentive Awards Aug. 18 held in the Brighton gym. 



Wf : 


Rachel Buxton 

Hunter O’Donnell receives his award and is 
congratulated by Tribal officials including 
Chairman James E. Billie. 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Eric Puente joins in the Mardi Gras theme where Tehya Howard is swept off her feet by Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. 
he is congratulated by Chairman James E. Billie Bowers Jr. during Brighton’s 2011 Incentive Awards where 63 percent 
with a fist pump for his academic excellence. of students received awards for their academic achievements. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal youngster Julian Yescas, 12, rides a bike as he plays 
the “Downhill Bikers” arcade game at the Aug. 19 Big 
Cypress Incentive Awards Carnival and Celebration. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal youngsters Mara Turtle, 5, and Landell Turtle, 3, squirt 
each other with Super Soakers during the Big Cypress 
Incentive Awards and Carnival. 



Naji Tobias 

Shana Balentine, left, and Alena Stockton, right, face off in the water squirting race at the Big Cypress Incentive Awards 
Carnival and Celebration at the Big Cypress Rodeo Grounds. 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Are you thinking of buying, renovating or building a home within your reservation’s 
boundaries? We may be able to help you make it happen. With exclusive features, 
built-in flexibility, plus the personal attention of a caring home mortgage consultant, 
you can soon be enjoying the benefits of home ownership. 

Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 

Native American Lending 

Office: 605-575-8733 

Toll Free: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 

Fax: 866-880-7943 

eric.sprenkle(S)wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 
NMLSRID 402092 



EQUAL HOUSING 


LENDER 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801. AS615381 7/11-10/11 



Together we'll go far 


Immokalee celebrates graduates 
at 2011 Incentive Awards 



Judy Weeks 

The Education Department presents diplomas to three of the nine GED graduates from the Immokalee community at the 
Masquerade Ball themed awards ceremony. From left, Higher Education Recruiter Luis Yeguez, Education Director Emma 
Johns, GED Graduates Whitney Osceola, Deidra Hall and Michael Shaffer, GED Adviser Marie Dufour, Immokalee Education 
Adviser Victoria Soto and Higher Education Adviser Linda lley. 



Judy Weeks 

Ninth-grader Salena Perez set the bar high when she 
participated in advanced and honors classes during the 
2010-2011 school year. President Tony Sanchez Jr. presents 
her with her award for all her hard work. 



Judy Weeks 

First-grader Mae’anna Osceola-Hart shows off the raffle 
prize that she won at the Immokalee Education Awards 
Banquet, which took place at the Immokalee Casino Events 
Pavilion on Aug. 15. 











Immokalee students take a trip to 
Nickelodeon Resort in Orlando 



Photo courtesy of Steve Yzaguirre Photo courtesy of Steve Yzaguirre 

More than 50 youngsters from Immokalee take time off from Sisters Kallie and Samara Yzaguirre dance along with the 
the water sports at the Nickelodeon theme park. Nickelodeon characters. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee students, 
accompanied by their parents, were treated to a Back 
to School trip to the Nickelodeon Resort in Orlando by 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch as summer vacation drew 
to a close. 

Students within the Immokalee education 
jurisdiction attend public and private schools in Collier, 
Lee and Hendry Counties. In order to accommodate 
the diverse scheduling of the new fall sessions, the 
youth trip was divided into two groups participating 
during the week of Aug. 1 6 or the extended Labor Day 
weekend. 

“A successful school year depends upon both the 
children and their parents,” said Immokalee Ranch 
Director Steven Yzaguirre. “Arriving at school each day 
on time, fully prepared with a good night’s sleep, good 
nutrition, positive attitude and completed homework is 


no accident. By sponsoring the Back to School trip, our 
goal is to create a relaxed opportunity for families and 
community to unwind before settling down to a rigid 
schedule that requires total cooperation. This trip was 
a reward for last year’s dedication and encouragement 
for the new school year.” 

The extraordinary theme resort is centered upon 
the characters of the Nickelodeon television channel 
and surrounds an enormous water recreation park. A 
main feature is dinner with SpongeBob and a host of 
cartoon characters that strive to delight their audience 
with comic interaction throughout the meal. 

The groups participated in three days of 
continuous water activities, basketball games, billiards 
competitions, slime time or arcade games. Families 
reunited each evening for dinner and then settled in 
front of the monster theater screen for popcorn and 
refreshments as they watched their favorite movie 
characters come to life. 
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Photo courtesy of Steve Yzaguirre 


Immokalee children and their parents are entertained by the Nickelodeon cartoon characters. 
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Big Cypress seniors enjoy Jaffe 
Center for Book Arts Presentation 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen/artist/poet Elgin Jumper, left, Big Cypress Library Curator Gretchen DeBree, center, and FAU Jaffe Center for 
Book Arts Director/Presenter John Cutrone, right, take one final look at the plethora of artists’ books presented by FAU’s 
Jaffe Center for Book Arts to conclude the Aug. 18 presentation. 



Naji Tobias 

During a special presentation at the Big Cypress Senior Center, FAU Jaffe Center for Book Arts Director/Presenter John 
Cutrone, left, shows Big Cypress Tribal senior Esther Buster, right, a spun cloth/wire/sea glass creation entitled “Long Ago 
and Far Away,” written and crafted by Friederun Friederichs. 


Hollywood community readies for 
school with Back to School Blast 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Gabby Diaz takes a swing breaking a pinata at the annual 
Youth Center sponsored Back to School Blast held at the 
Seminole gym Aug. 19. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Jailyn Mowatt is all smiles holding a handful of candies 
from the pinata break. The event also featured bounce 
houses, food and grab bags. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth enjoy a wide range of food during the Blast. 


Tribal youth enjoy the action of the bounce house. 
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Front Ro wUSA . com 





Concerts | Theatre 1 Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 




Top Concerts 

Top Spouts 

ELVIS COSTELLO 

MIAMI HEAT 

TOBY KEITH 

MIAMI DOLPHINS 

DOLLY PARTON 

FLORIDA MARLINS 

BOYS II MEN 

ORLANDO MAGIC 

JOHN FOGERTY 


JAY-Z 

Top Theatre 

ENRIQUE IGLESIAS 
ADELE 

SESAME STREET LIVE 

DISNEY ON ICE 

MARC ANTHONY 

QURAN DURAN 

THE ADDAMS FAMILY 

GUNS N ROSES 

THE LION KING 

TAYLOR SWIFT 

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 


Ml 


n 


Ml 

* 

m 

m 

Ml 

H 

Ml 

m 

7* 

< 

HH 

1^1 

m 

# 

m 

m 

VI 

H 

» 

HH 

-"I 

m 


VI 

* 

in 

in 

Mi 

H 

Ml 

frt 

7* 

< 


IP 

m 

VI 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA-COM OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

*f DELIVER TO VOU ■ ALL MAJOR CREDIT CAROS ACCEPTED 


in 


O 


Ml 


# Proudly Serving 1 the Seminole & Mlccosukc-e Tribe for over IS years! * 











8B • The Seminole Tribune • September 30, 2011 

Charter School students prepare 
for first day with Open House 

BY RACHEL BUXTON here and work,” Greseth said. “When I come out here, 

Staff Reporter I know parents have a true commitment to education.” 

Greseth pointed to the hall of fame wall where 


BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School bid farewell to former principal Russell Brown 
during its Open House on Aug. 18. Parents, students, 
teachers and staff crowded into the school cafeteria to 
say their final goodbyes to a man who helped make the 
Charter School what it is today. 

“It’s been a great opportunity starting with 
something from scratch,” Brown said. 

Brown was presented with a traditional Seminole 
jacket donning his favorite colors: orange and blue. 

Chairman James E. Billie helped Brown into the 
jacket and thanked him for all his hard work over the 
past four years. 

Pemayetv Emahakv ’s newly hired principal Brian 
Greseth took over with a personal introduction leading 
into parent orientation. 

“There’s a lot of reasons why I wanted to come out 



Rachel Buxton 


Teacher Jeanine Gran welcomes back the Burton family, 
left to right, Krysta, Caleb and Leilani. 


pictures of Brighton college graduates hang. 

“I’d like to see this whole room full of pictures,” 
he said. “That will happen in the near future.” 

Greseth also commended the staff, calling them 
dynamite and all- stars. Teachers and aides were 
introduced by name and position and then filed out of 
the cafeteria to prepare for classroom visits. 

Greseth continued parent orientation reminding 
parents and students of school policies, including 
tardiness, and wrapped things up with a thank you and 
a promise to get to know every student personally. 

“I’ve been studying the yearbook,” Greseth said. 
“My goal is to get to know all the students by name 
within the first few months.” 

Students eagerly left the cafeteria following parent 
orientation to meet their new teachers and to get their 
school lists to prepare for their first day, Aug. 22. 



Rachel Buxton 

Amanda Smith with son, Austin, and daughter, Mallorie, pick 
up information for the upcoming school year. 



Rachel Buxton 


Chairman James E. Billie, far right, and Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., second from left, say goodbye to former 
principal Russell Brown, second from right, and welcome incoming principal Brian Greseth, far left. 


Big Cypress Education/Library/ 
Culture Departments collaborate 
in Open House initiative 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Thomlynn Billie, right, learns 
about the meaning and creations of Seminole patchwork 
from the Big Cypress Culture teacher Victor Billie. 


Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Library assistant Victoria Hernandez places a 
sand art bracelet on Big Cypress Tribal youngster Janessa 
Jones, during the Sept. 6 Open House. 


From left: Willie Smith, Rylen Billie Cypress, then-Big 
Cypress Library site manager Barbara Oeffner, Osianna 
Crespo and Mara Turtle play “Ducks in a Row.” 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Three Tribal departments 
from Big Cypress hosted their annual Open House for 
the reservation’s public and private school students on 
Sept. 6. 

Held inside the Frank Billie Tribal Field Office, 
Tribal students and their parents took a tour of the Big 
Cypress Education Department’s Learning Resource 
Center, the Willie E. Frank Library and the Big Cypress 
Culture Department’s culture room. 

With more than 60 Tribal citizens in attendance, they 
received information about the Education Department’s 
amenities, which include SAT/ACT exam preparation 
help, job placement assistance, computer training courses 
and ways to obtain a GED diploma. 

Big Cypress Education Adviser Carine Eugene, 
who hosted the dinner segment of the Open House 
function, discussed the collaborative efforts of the 
Education, Library and Culture Departments in an 
attempt to reach the Tribal youth constituency. Eugene 
noted that a “family feel” was evident throughout the 
function. 

“We’re here to share all that we have with the 
community and the youth,” Eugene said. “It was an 
opportunity for the kids who go to different private and 
public schools to mingle with each other. They don’t 
get to do that often during the week. It was good to see 


them all spend some time together.” 

At the Willie E. Frank Library, the Tribal youth 
and their parents received a tour of the variety of books 
they can sign out and borrow. In addition, the Tribal 
kids played a few games and took pleasure in making 
sand art bracelets, a creative item that each participant 
took home after the event’s conclusion. 

“We wanted to show our kids a new perspective 
of what we do here,” then-Big Cypress Library site 
manager Barbara Oeffner said. “The kids were well- 
behaved and seemed very at home. We didn’t want to 
make it feel too formal. It’s something they noticed and 
liked a lot.” 

The Big Cypress Library includes a weekly story- 
time session for the Big Cypress Preschool students, a 
variety of educational field trips for Tribal youngsters 
and periodic visits from Tribal and non-Tribal poets, 
painters and artists. 

“Reading is our primary concern,” Oeffner said. 
“We try to support that and help them with their 
education as much as we possibly can.” 

Big Cypress Culture’s Victor Billie spoke about 
the Culture Department’s segment of the Open House 
initiative. 

“We ask our kids what they want to learn about 
their own culture,” Billie said. “We teach them 
whatever they want to know. Culture is in me and when 
I teach the kids about our culture, I learn something 
from them, too.” 


Ahfachkee School starts off new academic year with Open House 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger 
offers his well-wishes to the Ahfachkee 
School’s teachers and students for a successful 
academic year at the Open House. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee first-grade teacher Mrs. Dawn Meisinger, second from right, 
shows her new student Jaylee Cypress, 6, right, her new desk as Javian 
Cypress, 6, left, and Jalycia Billie, 9, second from left, look on at the Aug. 
18 Open House at the Ahfachkee School. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee ninth-grader Katherine Bert, 14, left, fourth-grader Kylen 
Jumper, 9, second from left, and their grandmother, Tribal senior Dale 
Grasshopper, speak with Ahfachkee English teacher Jordan Rosenberg, 
right, on the positive vibes they’re getting from the Open House. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee student Ko’Oshee Henry receives 
an Ahfachkee Warriors hat and an Ahfachkee 
500 T-shirt from Ahfachkee Warriors assistant 
coach Erik Sangabriel at the Open House. 
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WWW.CASTILLOLAWOFFICES.COM 


THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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Health 


Naples learns about healthy 
choices at Pathways Weigh-In 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

NAPLES — "Where are you on your 
path to wellness?" is the theme for Seminole 
Pathways III. The starting point for Naples 
community residents was the weigh-in for the 
weight loss contest on Sept. 6. 

Allied Health nutritionist Charlotte 
Porcaro discussed nutrition and exercise 
with those who had made a decision to make 
a difference in their health. While taking 
blood pressure and blood sugar readings, she 
compared the tabulations with ideal guidelines 
and stressed the need to make a commitment 
to work on achieving these important goals. 

Waist lines were measured following the 
weigh-in and a ratio determined weight loss 
objectives. Stress management, eating habits 
and smoking can have a profound effect 
upon success in all health programs and is 
particularly essential with regard to weight 
loss. 

Tribal members, community members 
and descendants, who are 18 years or older 
and who live or work in Naples, can compete 


in the Pathways III Weight Loss Program. The 
competitors are divided into senior, Tribal member 
or spouse and descendant categories of male or 
female gender. 

"Losing unnecessary weight is its own reward," 
Porcaro said. "However as an incentive, prizes will 
be presented to individuals who lose a minimum of 
10 pounds by the weigh-out on Nov. 22. Top prizes 
go to male and female participants who lose the 
most pounds overall in each category. Persons of 
ideal weight or who have used surgical weight loss 
methods will not be permitted to enter the contest." 

A schedule of events for the next 14 weeks, 
a walking calendar and list of foundation walks 
provided stepping stones on the pathway to 
wellness. 

Upon the arrival of the school students, Porcaro 
assumed her role of health educator and delivered a 
presentation on personal hygiene, what it takes to 
keep a body healthy and who contestants can talk to 
if they have questions or concerns. Proper nutrition 
and exercise were major factors in the delivery and 
questions and answers were encouraged. 

A majority of the adult and juvenile community 
members participated in the presentations and then 
shared fruit, vegetable and healthy snack trays at the 
conclusion. 



Judy Weeks 


Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro weighs in Naomi Walden for the Seminole 
Pathways III Weight Loss Program. 



Health Department sponsors 
Wellness for Life Expo 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Dina Dolan of the Tribal Fitness Department instructs Tribal youth in a group activity during the Hollywood 
Wellness Expo held in the Seminole Recreation Gym on Aug. 18 featuring Tribal programs and other local 
health agencies to provide information and services to Tribal citizens and employees. Other highlights of the 
one-day gathering included goodie bags, raffle prizes, back to school giveaways and other entertainment. The 
day was sponsored by the Health Department. 




Left photo: Health Department educator Jennifer Schleiss 
determines the height and weight ratio of Tribal youth Joey 
Puente. 

Photo above: Tribal citizen Darline Primeaux has her blood 
pressure checked by a member of the Tribe’s Fire Rescue 
squad. 
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“THE TRIBAL 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM (TCD) 
HELPED ME GET A 
CAREER IN THE 
CASINO BUSINESS!” 

- SUMMER BILLIE 

Get paid to learn our 
casino business and 
start a great career in 
gaming and hospitality. 

To apply now or learn 
more about the Tribal Career 
Development Program, 
call Betty Goosens at 954.797.5459. 
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Announcements 



IN MEMORY 


T he presence of 500 people at 
Vincent Micco’s memorial 
services last month prove just 
how many lives the Panther Clan member 
touched during his fulfilling 50 years. 
And while his sudden passing shocked the 
Seminole community, family and friends 
took solace in their fond memories of 
Vincent and the positive impact he had on 
all their lives. 

Born on Sept. 20, 1960 in Fort 
Lauderdale, Vincent grew up on the 
Brighton reservation and had four brothers 
(Jerry Jr., Sam, Charlie and Leon) and 
four sisters (Geraldine, Alicia, Rita and 
Tristina). He met his wife, Loretta, at the 
Hollywood reservation during a trip to visit 
with his mother, JoAnn Osceola, and the 
couple dated a year before getting married 
on Sept. 2, 1982. The couple had one son, 
Jerome Jumper, and two grandchildren, 
Kate and Molly. 

‘Til remember the kind of person he 
was and how he loved me so much,” Loretta 
said. “He loved me a lot and it showed in 
his actions and the way he protected me and 
took care of me. He loved life and loved 
and respected people no matter where he 
was. He was selfless.” 

Vincent started his work with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in 1980 as 
a carpenter’s apprentice for the Tribal 
Housing Authority and then moved to 
Building & Grounds as a maintenance 
supervisor. In 2004, Vincent graduated 
from the Police Service Aide Academy 
in Davie and joined the Seminole Police 
Department as a PSA. In 2006, he became 
the Facilities Manager for Okalee Village 
and then took the role of Security Director 
for the Hollywood community in 2007. He 
most recently worked as a Village Crafter 
for Billie Swamp Safari. 

“Anything he ever did for the Tribe, 
he tried to help people in the community,” 
JoAnn said. She said as a police service 
aide he even visited with elders in the 



community to sit down and pray with them. 
“He cared for the people here. All the way 
to the end, he lived a good life. He fought 
for good things. I was always proud of 
him.” 

JoAnn and Loretta also appreciated 
all the people who attended Vincent’s 
memorial services and who paid their 
respects. The community’s encouragement, 
they said, gave the family a lot of strength 
for which they will always be grateful - 
just as the community will also be grateful 
for having known Vincent. 

“Vincent Micco was a friend’s friend,” 
said longtime friend Pastor Wayne Taryole 
of Mt. View, Okla. “He held his friends in 
high esteem. His concern for his friends 
caused him to periodically check on them 
by phone calls or by visiting them no matter 
where they lived, whether they lived next 
door or across the country. He was also 
a loving soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Vincent’s presence is already missed in the 
lives of his family, as well as his friends. 
This is the kind of legacy we all would like 
to leave when we leave this world.” 


A memorial for Vincent 
from his wife, Loretta 

I have been so blessed to have 
Vincent as my husband, friend, lifelong 
companion. 

He was a humble, generous and the 
most giving selfless man. 

I could not have asked for anything 
more in a man. He made me laugh and 
smile. God gave us a love for each other 
that no matter what we had to go through, 
we help each other through it. He always 
cared about what I wanted or needed 
and always thought of others first before 
himself. 

His care and love for me, I will always 
remember. There is so much to remember. 

How he always, always had to bring 
me flowers on my birthday, Mother’s Day 
or Valentine’s Day. How he smiled at 
me. How he brought coffee to me every 
morning. How he always held my hand 
during prayer. How he prayed before we 
went to sleep. 

He has given me so many beautiful 
memories. 

He loved his family, and he always 
said hello to everyone. 

He was one of a kind and I knew this 
person was special. He was very special to 
me. 

I always thank the Lord for him for 
being in my life and for the Lord bringing 
him to me. He is the reason in how I came 
to know the Lord. He started taking me and 
Jerome to church and that’s how we both 
accepted Christ. 



He loved life. I wish I could tell you 
so much more about this very special man. 

I miss him so much already. My 
human heart wishes he never left, but my 
spiritual heart knows where he is right 
now. We will reunite one day, and it can’t 
be soon enough. 

Everything I know of heaven, wow we 
can’t even comprehend it. It’s a real place 
and I know and believe what God has for 
us after we leave this life. It’s only the 
beginning for Vincent. The beginning of 
eternity. 


THANK YOU 

I would like to personally thank the Seminole Princess Committee for 
putting on one our best pageants ever. Mind you we had a great attendance in contestants 
but that’s what made it so beautiful. All the contestants with their rainbow of colors in 
their clothing to all the different talents they presented on stage was very entertaining 
and informative. 

They always have such a great time whether it’s at the banquet answering questions 
from the judges or just having a good time with the current princess at the Hard Rock 
Cafe, I always hear the contestants say they have such a great time every year. 

I would like to thank the Seminole Princess Committee for being so much involved 
and making the pageant weekend what it is today. 

- Wanda Bowers 






Picture at Seminole Hard Rock, Council Oak Restaurant. From left to right: Priscilla Sayen, 
Hollywood reservation; Wanda Bowers, Hollywood reservation; Alice D’Anna Osceola, Brighton 
Reservation; Mercedes Osceola, Hollywood reservation; Christine McCall, Hollywood reservation; 
Brittany Yescas, Miami; and Connie Gowen, Hollywood reservation. 


BIRTHDAY 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Happy 1st 
Birthday to 

our Lil Princess 
Mariyah Lee 
Garza and many 
more days to 
come. 

May all your little 
wishes come true. 
Love Always, 
Daddy, Mommy, 
Grandmas Barbara 
& Maria, Grandpa 
Alfredo 
Grandparents: 
Nancy & Chon 
Garza, Gualupe & 
Felix Alvarado 
Godparents: Joe & 
Alicia Martinez 
Cousins: Martinez 
& Garza Family 




I MYRNA LOY 


Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


HAH-TUNG-KE JOE DAN OSCEOLA 


Editor’s note: Hah-tung-ke is a new feature in which The Tribune will profile a Seminole artist and his or her work. This month 
features Joe Dan Osceola and includes the lyrics to one of his songs. Hah-tung-ke means music in Mikasuki. 

For an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminoletribune.org/hah-tung-ke/ 


A prominent resident of the Hollywood Seminole 
Indian Reservation since moving from the Brighton 
area in 1967, Tribal citizen Joe Dan Osceola, 74, has 
set a lot of records: first Seminole to graduate from high school, 
first Seminole to graduate from college, first Seminole to letter 
in college athletics (track), youngest Tribal president in Indian 
Country (30 years old), a founder of the United South and Eastern 
Tribes, a designation as one of the top 1 0 young Americans by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce (1957). 

The list goes on and on, but how many know he was the first 
Seminole to have a real record? A music record, that is. 

In his second year as president in 1968, Joe Dan said he 
came up with a novel idea “to improve public relations for the 
Seminoles.” With the help of songwriter Ben Wilson and the 
singing prowess of the famous Jordanaires (Elvis’ band calling 



From left: Joe Dan Osceola, Josie Billie, Mike Tiger. 


themselves The Tribesmen), Joe Dan wrote several songs about 
Seminole themes: “Osceola,” “Pow-Wow,” “Seminole,” and his 
most famous composition, “Josie Billie.” Recorded on 45s by 
legendary Texas country music producer Pappy Daily, the singles 
were first released in South Florida. 

“They were played quite a bit on the country stations,” he 
remembered. “It was a way of people understanding who the 
Seminoles were. We really never started getting in the papers until 
1957 or so in the white man’s world, even though we had been 
around forever.” 

Bom on Dec. 12, 1887, Josie Billie was the son of the first 
Indian to receive a formal education in Florida. A Seminole 
medicine man and longtime public spokesman for the Florida 
Seminoles, Josie was also a Baptist minister. He was a frequent 
participant in the Florida Folk Festival and lived on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation in Hendry County until his 
death in 1980. 

“Josie Billie” has been recorded by several artists, most 
prominently by Seminole Chairman James E. Billie, who put the 
song on his “Old Ways” CD in 1995. “Josie Billie was a member 
of my clan - Panther - and he was the most powerful medicine 
man the Seminoles had,” said Joe Dan, who had a growth on his 
arm “cured” by Josie ’s use of Indian medicine. “He could keep 
hurricanes away. I heard many stories about how he stayed up 
all night doing medicine to turn the hurricanes away from Big 
Cypress. He was a natural subject for a song. One really great 
character and representative of our Tribe.” 

Joe Dan does not sing or play guitar, and he said these are 
the only songs he ever wrote. He has spent much of his time 
since leaving office in 1971 working on his house and running his 
Anhinga Trading Post and Gift Shop and First American Tobacco 
Shop (Stirling and State Road 7, Hollywood). 

“I can carve, do woodwork, fix up a house; I can do a lot of 
things, but it’s true I can’t sing a lick,” he said. “Others have done 
a great job, though. I’m proud of these songs, nevertheless.” 

-Peter B. Gallagher 


Josie Billie 

by Joe Dan Osceola 

In the cypress swamps, in the 
Everglades 

Where the sawgrass grows 
There’s an Indian village hidden where 
The white man never goes 
In the lonely swamp is where he lives 
And what he understands 
They call him Josie Billie 
He’s a Seminole medicine man 
A Seminole medicine man 
When he hears the sound of the 
cypress trees 


Talking every day 

Sharing all their secrets with the wind 
He knows each word they say 
The sawgrass and the willow trees 
Bow to his command 
They know that Josie Billie 
He’s a Seminole medicine man 
A Seminole medicine man 

He hears the talk of the creatures there 
When the day is through 
He whispers softly to each one 
About the things they do 
The rattlesnake and the big black bear 
They can understand 


They know that Josie Billie 
He’s a Seminole medicine man 
A Seminole medicine man 

All the Indians there in the Everglades 
Feel and declare 

Anytime they need his helping hand 
They know he’s waiting there 
He’s one man in the Everglades 
Always in demand 
They call him Josie Billie 
He’s a Seminole medicine man 
A Seminole medicine man 
The Seminole medicine man 


POEMS 


“My Promise” 

I promise I will be your strength 
Whenever you fall weak 
When you cannot find the words 
I will be your voice to speak 

I promise I will be your eyes 
When you cannot see 
I will be here forever 
If you’ll be with me 

I promise I will be your hands 
Whenever you cannot feel 
When you want to hear the truth 
I will tell you what is real 

I promise I will be your ears 
When you cannot hear 
I will be your dream catcher 
And chase away your every fear 

I promise I will be your smile 
When you have to frown 
I will always cheer you up 
When you’re feeling down 

I promise I will keep you sturdy 
When you’re not feeling safe 
And when you’re feeling insecure 
I will give you faith 

I promise to listen 
Whenever you need to talk 
I will stay with you 


When you want to walk 
I promise to tell you 
No lies, just what is true 
And I will always have a shoulder 
For you to cry unto 

I promise I will hold you 
When you need someone 
I will not interfere 
When you need to get work done 
I promise I’ll always love you 
No matter what we go through 
I’ll be your guardian angel 
This is my promise to you 

True 2 life 
Alex Tucker 

N.F.L.- Native for Life 
Otter Clan - Hollywood Rez 



“Indian Pride” 

Indian pride I will always represent 
til the end of time, yatahthihethoguyo 
we are one of a kind. 

Our ancestors stood tall in the 
Everglades and gave them hell, on the 
great Western Plains Custer died for 
their sins as well. 

We Seminoles of Florida are 
unconquered no peace with their 
government of hate, hats off to the 
Sioux and Cheyenne for their victory 
in sending the 7th to their fate. 

So many victories for our race they 
don’t teach in schools, they don’t 
teach about the treaties they made 
with tribes or mention that they broke 
those rules. 

One thing and two for sure they 
couldn’t break our will to survive, 
we natives been fighting terrorism 
since 1492 when those snakes 
arrived. 

Once we were many but now we 
are few, honor and always give 
thanks to our ancestors for the 
hardships they went through. 

In time the creator will bring it back 
to those snakes in full, we must 
continue to multiply keep unity for 
Osceola, Geronimo, Crazy Horse 
and Sitting Bull. 

Each tribe will rise out of poverty 
one day, the doors to wealth were 


opened by the Seminoles of Florida 
be persistent and find a way. 
Don’t forget the past and always 
remember the struggles in life, it’ll 
make you a stronger and better person 
in this land of strife. 

Indian pride always remain proud and 
hold your head high, thomoshomo 
learn from those tribes mistakes and 
be skeptical because those broken 
treaties don’t lie. 

Ike T. Harjo 

Sholoopahthi bolchuncahga 
koowaathi 
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Chairman and President honored at fight night 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and President’s Executive Assistant Ethel 
Huggins joins Chairman’s Assistant Sandy Arrendondo 
to accept replica Hard Rock/Seminole Tribe of Florida 
championship boxing belts on behalf of Chairman 
James E. Billie and President Tony Sanchez Jr. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chairman’s Assistant Sandy Arrendondo displays 
a replica of the newly created Hard Rock/Seminole 
Tribe of Florida championship boxing belt to be 
sanctioned by the World Boxing Association (WBA). 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Henry Rivalta, right, and Carlos Rodriguez, left, owner and 
promotion duo of Dream Team Boxing Promotions, LLC inside 
the ring at Hard Rock Live fight night on Aug. 12 as part the 
Dream Team Boxing Promotions “Night of the Prospects.” 


Brighton hosts NASA softball tournament 



With a brand-new facility, the Brighton community eagerly and willingly 
hosted the event. 

“I’m continually amazed at the progress of the Seminoles,” Poarch Creek 
Councilman Eddie Tulles said. “Everybody knows the Seminoles make a 
world of money, but if someone would come to this community, [he or she 
would] see how much they put back into the community. No ballplayer dreads 
coming to Seminole Country.” 

Teams came by chartered buses and carloads to Brighton to compete in 
the annual tournament. 

One of the Seminole Tribe’s men teams, Hayla Boyz, started off strong, 
winning their first game 8-6 against the Skins. They continued winning, beating 
the Poarch Red Stix 15-12. 

Seminole Heat however didn’t have the same luck. With tough competition 
they were immediately dropped into the loser’s bracket fighting to stay in. 
“There’s hard rivalry but some of these guys will be out eating dinner 
together; that’s one of the beautiful things about it,” 
Tulles said. 

In the women’s division, the Lady Seminoles won 
its first three games before being sent into the loser’s 
bracket only to bounce back and make it into the finals. 

Immokalee Recreation struggled being the first 
women’s team to compete, losing 14-4 to the Natives. 

In the Legends Division 40 and older, the men and 
women had some tough competition. The Brighton 
Seminoles played all the way to the top taking first 
place as the women’s legend team Lady Seminoles had 
to fight a little harder, coming in third. 

With the event being held in Brighton the 
atmosphere was a little bit different than it was in the 
past years. 

“In Hollywood it’s different because everything 
is on top of you,” said Joe Collins of the Hollywood 
Recreation Department. “But here everything is so laid 
back. Everyone’s kind of isolated, so they can’t just 
run off.” 

The competition remained fierce up until the final 
day, but looking out among the crowd, one would 
never know. The different Tribes took the opportunity 
to mingle and catch up with old friends from other 
parts of Indian Country. 

“We compete against each other every year, so the 
friendship’s always there,” Osceola said. “It’s always 
good to see everybody coming together, so it’s always 
fun.” 

Next year’s NASA tournament will be hosted by 
Rachel Buxton the Coushatta Tribe in Louisiana. 

Virginia Billie stays focused and determined in the batter’s box during the annual Native American Sporting 

Association (NASA) softball tournament Aug. 12-13 in Brighton. See more photos on page 3C 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton got the proud honor of hosting the annual 
Native American Sporting Association (NASA) softball tournament Aug. 12- 
13 with a total of 26 teams competing. 

NASA brings together six Tribes from along the eastern part of the country 
including the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the Seneca Indians from New York, 
the Choctaw from Mississippi, the Poarch Creek Indians from Alabama, the 
Coushatta Tribe from Louisiana and the Cherokee Indians from North Carolina. 

The NASA softball tournament takes place each year on the second 
weekend of August with a different Tribe hosting every year. 

“This year it is was the Seminole’s turn to host the tournament,” said Brighton 
Recreation Director Richard Osceola. “Years before it was held in Hollywood but 
last year at the board meeting I requested that we have it here.” 



Ahfachkee Warriors 
golf team begins 
second season with 
new head coach 



Naji Tobias 


The Ahfachkee Warriors golf program sports a new look with three 
key additions. From left: New Ahfachkee Warriors head coach Amos 
Mazzant, sophomore Quenton Cypress, senior Stevie Billie, new 
golfer/Ahfachkee sixth-grader Ryanne Pratt, senior Taylor Pratt, new 
golfer/Ahfachkee senior Jonathan Robbins and senior Ryan Cypress. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

CLEWISTON — New coach, same philosophy, better 
results. 

It was Bruce Pratt who made history as the Ahfachkee 
Warriors first-ever golf head coach last season. But Pratt 
decided to step down for the program’s second year on the golf 
circuit, making it possible for Amos Mazzant to take over the 
helm. 

Already, the Ahfachkee Warriors have competed in two 
golf matches at the Clewiston Golf Course in Clewiston. 
Ahfachkee faced off against the Clewiston Tigers and the 
Moore Haven Terriers in their Sept. 1 season opener, followed 
by a Sept. 15 quad-match with Clewiston, Moore Haven and 
Immokalee. 

With six golfers on their squad, Clewiston (228) defeated 
Ahfachkee (237) and Moore Haven (297) to take the Sept. 1 
tri-meet in Clewiston. Ahfachkee senior golfer Taylor Pratt 
was the top individual golfer of the 14 total athletes from the 
three teams, posting a nine-hole score of 47. 

“Under Coach Amos, I’ve improved my game a lot,” Pratt 
said. “I’ve dropped, like, eight strokes off my best score from 
last year. It felt really good for me to get a score like that. Our 
coach is very patient with us and he shows our team different 
ways on how to improve our swings and our putts on the golf 
course. I feel really good about our team and I think we can win 
a couple of matches this season.” 

The Sept. 15 quad-match was won by the Immokalee 
Indians (194), as they defeated Clewiston (229), Ahfachkee 
(239) and Moore Haven (260). 

“It’s not so much about us winning and losing,” Mazzant 
said. “The boys played and hit the ball well, but their overall 
scores did not reflect their efforts and how hard they tried.” 

Ahfachkee ’s golf team faced off in a dual match with 
Sagemont on Sept. 20 at Weston Hills Golf Course in Weston. 
They played two days later (Sept. 22) against Heartland 
Christian at the Gulf Hammock Golf Course in Sebring. 

From there, Ahfachkee played in the Sept. 27 Hendry 
Country Golf Championship against Clewiston, Moore Haven 
and LaBelle at Glades Golf Course in LaBelle. 

The final two matches of Ahfachkee ’s golf season are 
scheduled for Oct. 6 versus the LaBelle Cowboys and Oct. 13 
versus Heartland Christian (Sebring). Both matches will be 
held at the Clewiston Golf Course. 

“Our goal is to simply get better each time,” Mazzant said. 
“Clewiston ’s golf coach, Jack Kemp, told his team to look out 
for Ahfachkee. He said that our team will be very hard to beat 
soon. It’s just a tribute to how hard they work. The kids are 
outstanding and they are dedicated to their craft. I’m so proud 
of them.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger said he has 
noticed the improvements made since Mazzant took over the 
helm just several weeks ago. 


Please see GOLF on page 3C 


Team Florida takes on Milwaukee at the 2011 U.S. Indigenous Games 


BY PEGGIE REYNOLDS 

Grantsmanship Coordinator & Regulatory Liaison 

MILWAUKEE, Wis. — On a warm July day in Milwaukee, 
Wis., 79 Team Florida athletes, 20 coaches, 32 chaperones and 
19 support staff converged on the city that hosted the 2011 U.S. 
Indigenous Games. Joel Frank Sr., as Team Florida’s sports 
commissioner, led this band of young athletes to eight gold, five 
silver and four bronze medals. 

Opening ceremonies on July 10, were followed by four full 
days of sport competitions, with closing ceremonies on July 14, at 
the Wisconsin State Fair Park. Thirteen teams from around Indian 
Country participated in nine sports at this year’s Games. 

Gold - silver - bronze 

Team Florida competed in seven of the nine available sports: 
archery, basketball (four teams), golf, shotgun shooting, softball 
(two teams), track and field and wrestling. Each evening medals 
were awarded to those athletes whose final competitions were held 
that day. Team Florida placed third in the overall number of medals 
won throughout the week, behind Teams Wisconsin and New 
Mexico, who had much larger delegations. Even more impressive 
is that Team Florida medaled in every one of its seven sports. 

Beyond the medals 

While the victories and medals were the goals of the athletes 
and coaches, there were some very memorable moments and 
personal achievements that showed the true spirit of Team Florida. 

More than 10 community members became volunteer coaches, 
including Wildcat Naha Jumper, Abner Rockwell, Preston and 
Ramona Baker, Andrew Jordan Bowers, Jonathon Ordway, John 
Jumper, Joe Frank and Colleen Henry. Their dedication to the 
young athletes and the hours they devoted to practice sessions 
and competitions in Milwaukee made the successes even more 
valuable. 


With more than 150 Team Florida participants and even more 
family members staying at the DoubleTree Hotel, it quickly became 
apparent that everyone was pitching in and pulling together. Not 
only did people do their assigned jobs, but a number of chaperones 
were suddenly asked to coach teams when the original coaches did 
not show up in Milwaukee. There were also coaches who doubled 
as chaperones to some young athletes whose parents could not 
travel to the Games. 

Team Florida athletes and coaches showed great sportsmanship 
both on and off the field. Hotel staff complimented the youth on 
their manners; the Host Society commented that Team Florida 
athletes were one of the best-behaved groups at the Games; and 
when several umpires/referees made biased calls against Florida, 
the athletes proved they could carry themselves with the honor and 
dignity that the officials lacked. 

Finally, a true sense of team spirit played out as Team 
Florida participants moved through the competitions, activities, 
ceremonies and events. Even the SPD officers and Seminole 
EMTs who traveled to Milwaukee to provide their services found 
themselves caught up in the excitement of the competitions and 
medal ceremonies. The athletes, coaches and support staff attended 
each others’ games to cheer on fellow team members. The lobby of 
the hotel was the gathering point for the group, and the easels used 
throughout the week announced the Florida medal winners for all 
to see. Morning coaches’ meetings prepared everyone for the day’s 
activities and allowed issues to be discussed and resolved daily. 

The future of team Florida and the games 

The next three years will be filled with organization, planning 
and participating in scheduled Games. For the remainder of 2011 
and throughout 2012, Team Florida organizers will work with 
community volunteers and support staff in what will be referred to 
as “Off-Year Organization and Team Development.” This group 

Please see GAMES on page 2C 



Sunny Frank 

Team Florida prepares to make grand entry in the arena at the 2011 U.S. Indigenous Games in 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Brighton has big turn out for second Back to School Bike Race 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


The youth take off on the 6.4-mile track during the second annual Back to School Bike Elle Thomas competes in her first bike race, finishing first in her age 
Race Aug. 20 held on the Brighton Reservation. category. 



Rachel Buxton 


Jayton Baker managed to pass his brothers and finish first in his age category 
during the Back to School Bike Race. 


Pemayetv Emahakv’s 
Lady Seminoles take its 
first game of the season 
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Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s Lady Seminoles volleyball team won its first game of 
the season Sept. 12 (25-18, 25-11) against Gifford Middle School of Vero Beach, Fla. held in 
Okeechobee at Yearling Middle School. 




Rachel Buxton 

Chastity Harmon serves for the winning point 
in Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s Lady 
Seminoles’ first volleyball game of the season. 


Rachel Buxton 

Odessa King gets air as she spikes the ball 
during the Lady Seminoles’ first game of the 
season. 


♦ GAMES 

From page 1C 

will assess the strengths and weaknesses 
of the Milwaukee Games, develop Team 
Florida governing rules and guidelines, 
establish ongoing sports practices and 
tournaments, identify athletes who will 
be ready for future Games and attend 
working meetings of the North American 
Indigenous Games Council. 

In 20 1 3 , Wisconsin tribes plan to hold the 
next U.S. Indigenous Games and will focus 
on increasing the number of participants. 
These games will serve as preparation for 
the athletes to participate in the 2014 North 
American Indigenous Games. 
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Sunny Frank 


Sydney Cypress pitches Team Florida straight 
into the final game, to bring home the silver 
medal. 


Regina, Saskatchewan will host 
up to 5,000 athletes from the United 
States and Canada in the 2014 North 
American Indigenous Games. There will 
be approximately 15 sports available to 
the teams from the Canadian Provinces 
and from individual states, such as Team 
Florida. 

The wrap-up 

Team Florida 2011 proved successful 
on many levels. With a total of 17 
medals there was no shortage of pride 
and excitement each night at the award 
ceremonies. These accomplishments, 
combined with exceptional sportsmanship 
and team spirit made this year’s team stand 
out among its peers. 



Sunny Frank 


Seminole archer and silver medalist 
Christopher Briscall, left, draws his bow in 
competition against a Wisconsin athlete. 


Tribal members make 
trek to Tallahassee for 
FSU season opener 



Matt Snowberger 

From left: Hollywood Board Rep. Chris Osceola, Richard Osceola, Moses Jumper Jr., Norman 
Bowers, Florida State University President Eric Barron, Neil Baxley, Kyle Doney, Florida State 
University Athletic Director Randy Spetman. Tribal members were invited guests at FSU’s 
2011 Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony at the University Center Club on Sept. 2. 



Matt Snowberger 

Moses Jumper Jr. stands in front of a statue of 
former Florida State football coach Bobby Bowden 
outside of the University Athletics Hall of Fame on 
Sept. 3. 



Matt Snowberger 

Recreation Liaison Richard Osceola and Hollywood Recreation 
Director Moses Jumper Jr. with FSU radio play-by-play 
announcer Gene Deckerhoff after the football game. 



Matt Snowberger 

Tribal members Kyle Doney, Hollywood Board Rep. Chris Osceola and Neil Baxley 
pose with University mascot Chief Osceola and his horse Renegade during the 
football season opener against University of Louisiana Monroe at Doak Campbell 
Stadium on Sept. 3. 



Rachel Buxton 


Native cowboys and cowgirls from across the Southeastern circuit competed Sept. 10-11 
at the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) regional finals in Brighton for a chance to 
advance to the Indian Nation Finals Rodeo (INFR) held in Las Vegas in November. Brothers, 
Richard Bowers, left, and Paul Bowers Sr., both of the Big Cypress Reservation, earned a spot 
at the INFR in the Senior Team Roping division. 



Rachel Buxton 


Leanna Billie races around her third barrel for a time 
of 16.7035 during the Sept. 10-11 Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) regional finals in Brighton. 


Tribal members compete at EIRA 
regional finals for spot at the INFR 




Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Teresa Bowers gives her best effort to rope her calf in the lady’s The newly crowned Senior Rodeo Queen Erena Billie shows off one of the many 
breakaway competition. items up for auction to raise money for the EIRA. 
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Gilbert (Gibby) Bowers 
remembered in 11th 
year of Memorial 
Bowling Tournament 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Mary, left, and Eugene Bowers, parents of the late Gilbert (Gibby) Bowers, show 
off the latest commemorative shirt designed in memory of the avid bowler. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Louise Gopher and Eugene Bowers announce the rules 
of play before action in the 11th annual Gilbert Bowers 
Memorial Bowling Tournament held on Sept. 11 at Sparez 
Bowling Center in Davie. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Ken Doney concentrates on his next move in 3-6-9 
action. The tournament was open to Tribal citizens 
and featured no-tap, regular, 3-6-9 and senior 
singles play, as well as cash prizes. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola 
Jr. follows through for a strike in regular game play 
during the 11th annual Gilbert Bowers Memorial 
Bowling Tournament. 



Naji Tobias 

Seminoles T-Ball player Micah Stockton receives his 
end-of-season awards from program organizer/coach 
Josh Jumper. 



Naji Tobias 

Seminole Lightning softball player Alena Stockton signs a 
ball during the Aug. 16 awards ceremony at the Big Cypress 
Community Center. 


Seminole softball, T-ball players 
honored at end-of-season ceremony 



Naji Tobias 

Alyssa Osceola was named the Seminole Lightning’s 
team overall Most Valuable Player by head coach 
Josh Jumper. 


Naji Tobias 

Nancy Ortega, left, receives her autographed ball from daughter/Tribal 
citizen/Seminole Lightning softball player Harmony Cypress during the 
Aug. 16 awards ceremony. 


+ GOLF 

From page 1C 


“Amos is a big, big plus for us,” 
Tiger said of Mazzant. “Right off the 
bat, Ahfachkee finished second in a 
golf match. That’s something that never 
happened before in our program. I wish 
Amos had more time to work with our 
kids before the season started, but I 
believe he will really, really turn it around 
for the kids. Hopefully, by the time we 
get out of probation, we’ll get somebody 
to qualify for the district, conference and 
regional championships at some point.” 

All new sports teams, according to 
FHSAA rules and regulations, are subject 
to a two-year probationary period before 
they can join a district and be eligible 
for post-season play. Ahfachkee ’s golf 
program is scheduled to come off 
probation as of the 2012 season. 



Naji Tobias 

New Ahfachkee Warriors golf head coach Amos Mazzant, left, and his 
assistant/wife, Cookie, encourage Ahfachkee senior golfer Jonathan 
Robbins to continue improving on his craft after he hits his first swing 
shot of the first hole at the Sept. 15 quad-match. 


+ More photos from the NASA Softball Tournament 




Tom Riser 


Rachel Buxton 


Lady Seminoles show off its second-place trophy and the end to their 
hard work. 


Edna Tommie tries to make an out on third 
guarding her base. 



Rachel Buxton 


Josh Jumper steps up to the plate during Hayla Boyz’ first game 
against the Skins. 



Rachel Buxton 


Preston Baker relieves Larry Howard of the pitcher’s 
mound during their second game of the tournament. 


Tribal citizens come together 
on Labor Day for Levi Stevens 
Memorial Golf Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, one of 17 
Tribal citizens from Big Cypress, Brighton, Hollywood and 
Immokalee to compete, works on his putt on a practice hole. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Mable Doctor was the only Tribal woman golfer 
at the third annual Levi Stevens Memorial Tournament on 
Sept. 5 at the Clewiston Golf Course. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Elliot Young, center, converts on a birdie try as Tribal citizens Ted Nelson, left, and Sam Nelson look on. 











4C • The Seminole Tribune • September 30, 2011 









ID • The Seminole Tribune • September 30, 2011 



The fight to establish, honor and celebrate Indian Day 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

The fourth Friday in September, what has become known as Indian 
Day, has been set aside by the Seminole Tribe of Florida - along with many 
other tribes across the country - to honor and celebrate Native Americans 
as the first occupants of this great nation. 

On Indian Day, it doesn’t matter what clan Tribal members may belong 
to or what reservation they may reside on; it is a day to come together 
as one big Seminole family to partake in activities reminiscent of their 
ancestors, who fought so hard to remain unconquered. 

Even though Indian Day is not a nationally recognized holiday, it is a 
concept that many individuals have worked hard for over the past century. 

One of the very first advocates for an American Indian Day was a 
member of the Seneca Indian Tribe, Dr. Arthur C. Parker. Parker was the 
director of the Museum of Arts and Sciences in Rochester, N.Y. and also 
the founder of numerous American Indian rights organizations, including 
the Society of American Indians in 1911 and the National Congress of 
American Indians in 1944. 

Parker persuaded the Boy Scouts of America to set aside a day to honor 
the first Americans. A day was adopted for three years, from 1912 to 1915. 


On Sept. 18, 1915, the Congress of the American Indian Association 
held a meeting in Lawrence, Kan. where the Rev. Sherman Coolidge, 
also a founder of the Society of American Indians, issued a proclamation 
declaring the second Saturday of May as American Indian Day. 

A year prior to the proclamation, another strong-willed Indian rights 
advocate, Red Fox James, whose tribal identity is said to be undetermined 
but is occasionally referenced as a Blackfoot Indian, traveled more than 
4,000 miles on horseback to Washington, D.C. to petition for an Indian 
Day. 

Met with resistance, the next year he took to horseback again and went 
state to state seeking gubernatorial support. He petitioned once more in 
1919 to designate the fourth Saturday of September as an Indian holiday. 

The first American Indian Day was declared in 1916 when the 
governor of New York at the time Charles S. Whitman formally designated 
the second Saturday in May as the day of observance. Other states followed 
with their own Indian Days including Illinois and Massachusetts. Several 
states including South Dakota have designated Columbus Day as their 
Native American Day, making it a state- sanctioned holiday. 

Even after so much effort, an actual Indian Day continues to be 
unrecognized as a national legal holiday. 

Florida, along with California, continue to recognize the fourth Friday 


of September, the day Red Fox James fought so earnest for, as their Indian 
Day. 

Each September the Seminole Tribe holds celebrations on all 
reservations, hosting an array of cultural events ranging from archery, 
pumpkin bread making contests, traditional clothing contests, stickball and 
the infamous skillet throw to remember their Native ancestors and other 
Native American tribes that helped make America what it is today. 

The fight for Native American recognition continues with the 
current president and government. In 2009 Congress passed House Joint 
Resolution 40 designating the Friday immediately following Thanksgiving 
Day as Native American Heritage Day. President Barack Obama signed the 
legislation on June 26, 2009. 

Then on Oct. 30, 2009, President Obama issued a proclamation 
designating November 2009 as National Native American Heritage Month 
and Nov. 27, 2009 as Native American Heritage Day. 

In October 2010, President Obama issued yet another proclamation 
designating November 2010 as National Native American Heritage Month. 

These proclamations all help solidify Native Americans’ rightful place 
in the nation’s history, and with continued perseverance, Indian Day may 
soon become a nationally recognized holiday. 


Naples community celebrates Indian Day 
with walk and traditional activities 




Judy Weeks 

Pedro Zepeda prepares a wooden shaft for construction 
of a fishing gig during his Indian Day demonstration. 


Judy Weeks 

Aspen Billie entertains herself on the tree swing while 
other children played in the swimming pool, on the 
archery range or interacted with the Seminole Fire and 
Rescue team. 


Judy Weeks 

Mae’Anna Osceola helps to prepare breakfast by 
stirring the grits at the Indian Day celebration in 
Naples on Sept. 24. 



Judy Weeks 

From left: Ida Osceola, Kennedy Huggins, Christina Billie and Tammy Billie teach 
the next generation the art of making fry bread and baking biscuits in a Dutch 
oven buried in the hot coals of the fire. 



Judy Weeks 

Naomi Walden chops wood to build a fire for a full day of traditional cooking at the 
Naples Indian Day celebration. 


Immokalee community enjoys outdoor festivities for Indian Day 

“During the past 30 years, the Seminole Tribe has made enormous strides to benefit its members,” Immokalee Council Liaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr. said. “However, it is important 
that we never forget who we are or where we came from. Each year Indian Day gives us an opportunity to celebrate our culture and remember that we are all one big family.” 





Judy Weeks 

Josh Garza spent four months beading his 
pool cue that took first place in the arts and 
crafts contest. 


Judy Weeks 

Spencer Jock takes careful aim and shoots an 
arrow directly into the heart of the bear target 
during the Immokalee Indian Day competition. 


Judy Weeks 

Taylor Osceola Fulton handles her draw knife 
like a pro during the log peeling competition at 
the Immokalee Indian Day celebration. 




Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Culture Coordinator Geraldine Osceola aces 
the skillet throwing contest. 


Judy Weeks 

Remy Rodriguez shows off her contemporary 
entry in the junior clothing contest. 



Judy Weeks 

Blake Osceola-Billie joins his dad Alan Michael Billie- 
Venzor in the lake after a flip over in the canoe race. 



Judy Weeks 

Bonnie Davis holds up her 2-month-old daughter 
Elana Kendricks, who stole the show in the infant 
clothing competition. 



Judy Weeks 


Immokalee Council Liaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr. announces 
Whitney Osceola as the winner of the 2011 Smart Car in the 
Immokalee Indian Day Raffle. 



Judy Weeks 


Immokalee Council Liaison Kenny Joe Davis Sr. teams up with Nancy Motlow 
in the paddle boat races. 
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Trail Reservation hosts Indian Day celebrations for the first time 



Brett Daly 

Trail Liaison Norman Huggins welcomes Tribal 
members to Trail’s first Indian Day celebration. 





Brett Daly 

Tribal youngsters Miken and Josie Cantu enjoy breakfast before the 
start of the festivities. 


Brett Daly 

Tribal elder Virginia Poole helps Tribal youngsters during the fry bread 
competition. 


Brett Daly 

Trail office manager Michael Cantu plays a 
friendly game of horseshoes. 






Brett Daly 

Tribal elder Francis Osceola shows off her Indian 
attire after the clothing competition. 


Brett Daly 

Top: Michael Osceola prepares a deer for the deer cleaning demonstration. 
Bottom: Dalton Billie participates in the log peeling competition as 
Ronnie Thomas holds the log in place. 


Brett Daly 

Tribal youngster Zaiden Frank participates in the clothing 
contest. 


Brett Daly 

Tribal members Loraine Jim and Morningstar Osceola have 
their hair measured for the longest hair contest. 


Tampa Reservation celebrates Indian Day in its own way 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Susie Henry participates in the log peeling competition during the Tampa Reservation’s Indian 
Day celebrations on Sept. 24. 


Libby Awonohopay makes herself a special Indian Day bracelet. 


Peter B. Gallagher Peter B. Gallagher 

Preston Osceola demonstrates how to start a fire. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Bobby Henry demonstrates how to use a bow and arrow during the Indian Day 
festivities. 




Peter B. Gallagher 

Avery Sisneroz is all smiles during Tampa’s Indian Day celebrations. 


Peter B. Gallagher 

Arnulfo and Maggie Garcia make sweetgrass baskets during the Indian Day 
celebrations on Sept. 24. 



Peter B. Gallagher 


Amanda Sisneroz shows off her skills during the log peeling competition. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Tribal youth learn the process of making sweetgrass baskets and beads. 


Peter B. Gallagher 

Tribal youth learn how to make arrowheads as part of the Indian Day activities. 
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Rachel Buxton 


Patricia Wilcox shows off her skillet-throwing skills tossing her 
pan 22.5 inches during the Fort Pierce Indian Day Celebration. 



Rachel Buxton 


Taylor Fulton takes first place in the youth division of the skillet 
throw with 27.4 inches on Sept. 17 at the Chupco Ranch. 


Fort Pierce kicks off 
Indian Day celebrations 



Photo courtesy of Joe Collins 

Miah Osceola wins first place in her age division at the Fort 
Pierce Indian Day clothing contest held Sept. 16. 



Photo courtesy of Joe Collins 

Shamy Tommie dons Seminole colors and wins first 
place in the clothing contest at the Chupco Ranch. 



Rachel Buxton 


Tristen Wilcox visits Fort Pierce from Hollywood where he competes in the youth 
division of pole peeling finishing with a time of 6:34:97. 



Rachel Buxton 

Sheree Sneed shows off her strength during the pole peeling competition. 



Rachel Buxton 


Josh Sneed wastes no time during pole peeling completing in 5:26:47 during the 
Fort Pierce Indian Day Celebration. 


Brighton celebrates Indian Day with friendly competition 



Rachel Buxton 


Lexi Thomas, left, and Talena Holata enjoy a snow cone and friendship at the 
Brighton Indian Day celebration Sept. 23. 



Rachel Buxton 


Aubee Billie prepares pumpkin bread for the fry bread/pumpkin bread competition 
at the Brighton Indian Day. 



Rachel Buxton 

Ginger Jones is first to finish her log at the Brighton Indian Day celebration. 



Rachel Buxton 












Rachel Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 


Joyce Jumper Piz, left, and daughter Deliah Carrillo work together to make Brighton women show off tradition style at the clothing contest Sept. 22 in the gym. 
pumpkin bread to enter into the contest. 


Nicki Osceola races to finish peeling her log during the contest. 



Rachel Buxton 

Layne Thomas, left, and Rayven Smith are head-to-toe 
traditional old style for the clothing contest. 



Rachel Buxton 

Rufus Tiger aims for the target with his bow. 



Rachel Buxton 


Rylee Smith participates in the youth activities during 
the celebrations. 



Rachel Buxton 


Billie Micco, left, and Weems Buck fight it out to move on in the senior 
horseshoes competition. 
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Annual Indian Day festivities a success for the Hollywood Reservation 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal foursome Johnie Jones, Ronnie Doctor, Jeremy Bowers and Brett 
Green at the kick-off of Indian Day festivities at the annual Indian Day Golf 
Tournament held at the Grand Oakes Golf Club on Sept. 22. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizens Leslie and Juanita Osceola show off their first place 
trophies in their division of the Indian Day Fun Walk. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Savannah Huggins, left, gives Miss Florida Seminole Jewel 
Buck, center, and Junior Miss Florida Seminole Jaryaca Baker, right, 
some cooking tips. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Dora Tiger sets up to throw a strike in mixed doubles play 
during the Indian Day bowling tournament held at Sparez Bowling Center 
in Davie on day two of Indian Day festivities. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal youth enjoy the bounce house water station as part of several Ashley Wilcox and Aunt Patricia Wilcox enjoy the horseshoe toss, 
activities celebrating Indian Day. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen Larry Tiger works on peeling a log Tribal elder Bobbie Billie tosses her third attempt 
as part of the log peeling competition. in the seniors division of the skillet toss. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal musician Hank Nelson, middle, and the All-Star Band entertain Okalee Village Indian Day 
guests on day two of the Indian Day celebration. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


A member of the native Dance Troupe performs 
on stage for guests at the Okalee Indian Village. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Otter John of the Okalee Village displays a baby 
alligator during the wildlife and snake show. 


Big Cypress Reservation hosts a variety of events to celebrate Indian Day 



Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger Tribal citizen Charlie Cypress gets into 
at Big Cypress’ Indian Day Golf Tournament. competition mode at the Sept. 24 tournament. 



Naji Tobias 

A group of Big Cypress Tribal citizens conclude the Sept. 23 Indian Day festivities 
with a stomp dancing sequence. 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Joe Junior Billie competes in the senior men’s 8-Ball 
portion of the Big Cypress Indian Day Pool Tournament on Sept. 24. 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizens Barbara Billie, Edna McDuffie and Brian Billie enjoy a moment Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank sets his bow and arrow in motion Tisha Garza shows Tribal contestant Harmony Tribal citizen Cathy Cypress runs her way to the 
together during the 3.1 mile Big Cypress Indian Day Walk/Run on Sept. 23. during the archery contest at the Sept. 23 Big Cypress Indian Day festivities. Cypress how to flip the fry bread. finish line of the 3.1 mile Walk/Run on Sept. 23. 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Malari Baker powers her way in the log peeling competition. Rochelle Osceola, left, and Nadine Bowers, right, paddle themselves to a Krishawn Tommie wins the male 9-10 year old Tribal toddler Mohayla Billie wins first in the 

win in the Big Cypress Indian Day canoe race. jackets category of the clothing contest. 0-1 year old modern traditional category. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal officials, elders and citizens along with construction workers and other special guests join together to celebrate the $1 50-million Seminole 
Coconut Creek Casino expansion and job fair announcement at the casino facilities on Oct. 5. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

COCONUT CREEK — Tribal officials, elders and citizens 
along with construction workers and other special guests joined 
together to celebrate the $ 150-million Seminole Coconut Creek 
Casino expansion and job fair announcement at the casino 
facilities in Coconut Creek on Oct. 5. The Nov. 2 job fair will 
look to hire 800 new Tribal employees. The facility is slated to 
open in February 2012. 


“The expansion is going to increase revenue for us (the 
Seminole Tribe) and the money will stay in the state of Florida,” 
Chairman James E. Billie said at the press conference. Tribal 
Council Reps. Mondo Tiger of the Big Cypress Reservation and 
Andrew J. Bowers Jr. of the Brighton Reservation also attend 
the event. 

“We want you to come and join the greatest group of team 
managers in the state of Florida,” said Steve Bonner, Seminole 
Coconut Creek Casino general manager, about the job fair “It 
is a great day when everything you read now days is negative.” 


BY PETER B . GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 


TAMPA — Among 
today’s Tribal officials, which 
Seminole Tribal government 
leader has been in office the 
longest? 

That’s easy. 

Richard Henry, who is 
now in his 17th straight year 
as the Tampa Liaison to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Tribal Council. And, thanks to 
the community’s first Liaison 
election in October, he’s got 
four more years of service to 


Peter B. Gallagher 

Richard Henry will serve as Tampa Community Liaison for four 
more years after getting elected in a 43-17 vote in October. 


go. 

“I am very privileged to 
have earned so much trust that 
the people of Tampa brought 
me back to office,” said 
Liaison Henry from his office 
in the tiny Tribal headquarters 
building northwest of the 
original Tampa Seminole 
Reservation. “I must have 
done something right.” 

Liaison Henry was elected 
by a 43-17 vote in his race 
against fellow Tribal citizen 
Keith Mitchell Simmons. 

Prior to the October vote, he 
had received appointments 
from Chairman James E. Billie and 
former Chairman Mitchell Cypress. When 
Chairman Billie returned to office in June, 
he felt an election was in order for the now 
170-member Tampa community. The Tampa 
roll includes 80 registered voters. 

Liaison Henry was one of the original 
18 Seminoles - the Ruby Tiger Osceola 
family - who left “the flower and tomato 
fields of Manatee County,” he said, and 
moved onto the new Tampa Reservation in 
1979. The expansion of Tribal gaming into 
the Seminole Hard Rock Casino on the site, 
however, caused residents to move in 2003. 

“We are scattered today all over the 
place, from Howey-in-the-Hills to Brandon, 
to Plant City, three-four counties, you name 
it, we’re there,” he laughed, admitting that 
bringing his family and community back 
together is his biggest challenge. “We try 


to get together for fun and camaraderie as 
much as we can out at the new property. But 
everyone really wants to live together again.” 

In 2006, the Tribe purchased 752 acres 
of pasture and woodland north of Lakeland, 
just off 1-4. Forty more acres were added 
later. Plans exist to build some 150 (1 
acre) single-family homes to accommodate 
the community. “It’s all waiting for the 
government to get its ducks all in a row,” 
he said, referring to the Tribe’s request for 
federal trust status on the property. “There’s 
a lot of paperwork, studies going on. I guess 
it could happen any time. Before we moved 
here, we were all dependent on each other for 
everything. Now, that we are apart, we are 
totally dependent on the Tribe. We have lost 
our independence. We can’t wait to become a 
real community again.” 

+ Please see LIAISON on page 8A 



Tribal College Career Fair continues traditions and grows in sixth year 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — For the sixth year running, the Tribal College Career Fair brought the 
ambitious and curious to the Hard Rock. 

All interested Tribal citizens in grades 9-12 and adults had another golden opportunity to meet 
representatives from 85 colleges, universities, Tribal departments, specialty or trade schools for 
information and one-on-one sessions on Oct. 14. 

“Year after year we (in the Education Department) want them (Tribal students) to have access 
to a quality education. We want them to know that their Tribe has invested in them,” said Tribal 
Director of Education Emma Johns. “This is not your average fair. We want them to know we 
believe in them.” 

Johns said between 80 and 100 Tribal students pre-enrolled for the fair and included several 
Florida-based schools, as well as schools from the Midwest, South and Eastern areas of the U.S. 

“We know exposure is the key,” Johns said. “It is the key to the successful paths they will 
take.” 

Two new changes this year featured the creation of a new partnership between the Education 
Department and the Boys & Girls Clubs in Broward County with an estimated 300 additional 
students attending the fair, as well as the time frame moved up from January to October. 

The increase in size comes on the heels of the Tribe and the Education Department continuing 
its relentless pursuit toward improving education with the Florida, Southern and Eastern college 
tours, as well as boasting 12 college graduates, 27 high school graduates and 48 General Education 
Diploma (GED) graduates (the highest number ever by the Tribe to date) this year. 

American-Heritage Academy standout Tribal students Tucomah Robbins and Neyom Osceola 
both approved of the ever-growing event. 

“This type of event is beneficial to those who want it to be,” said Robbins, a future Psychology 
and Political Science major. “I wanted to see if there were new materials and ideas on what to 
do as a potential student. I want colleges that want me to be myself and that will give me a lot of 
options.” 

“I wanted to see what they (college/university representatives) expect from a future applicant,” 
Osceola said. “It (the fair) has increased in colleges and universities and adding Ivy League schools 
made it more interesting, and it seems that it has also gotten broader.” The gifted writer hopes to 
attend Columbia University in 2014. 

Tribal citizen Allison Osceola, mother to daughter Kaylan, a Hollywood Christian sophomore, 
was also impressed with the fair. 

“I thought it was a great thing,” she said. “There was a diverse crowd and representatives.” 

One school heavily invested in the fair was first-time attendee University of North Carolina at 

+ Please see FAIR on page 7A 
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All interested Tribal citizens in grades 9-12 and adults had another golden opportunity to meet representatives from 85 colleges, universities, 
Tribal departments, specialty or trade schools for information and one-on-one sessions during the Oct. 14 College Fair. 
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Rudy Osceola retires after 38 years of employment with Seminole Tribe 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Rudy “The Legend” Osceola decided to put his work aside in 
retirement. 

With 38 years of service to his people - mostly in the Big Cypress Cattle and Range 
Department - the longtime rancher/herdsmen/cattle operator had a lasting impact on many 
people within the Tribe. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, who said he worked for the retiree when 
he was 12 years old, recalled a time when Osceola operated a bull project on the Big Cypress 
Reservation in the 1970s and 1980s. 

“Rudy used to raise a whole bunch of bulls,” Rep. Tiger said. “He has taught a lot of us 
younger guys how to rope and ride on cattle. He has a whole lot of influence on all of us. We 
go way back.” 

Rep. Tiger said he considers Osceola a role model among the scores of Tribal individuals 
he has dealt with over the course of his life. 

“A lot of us copied guys like Rudy and Jonah Cypress in how we live our lives,” Rep. 
Tiger said. “Those two are the best of friends that ever was. To me, it’s very sad to see Rudy 
retire, but when you come to the end of your road, you know it’s your time.” 

Fellow Tribal citizen Moses “Big Shot” Jumper, who recited a poem in honor of Osceola, 
talked about some of the moments he has shared with the retiree. 

“A lot of people don’t know this, but Rudy has a very good sports background,” Jumper 
said of the 2011 Seminole Tribe Sports Hall of Fame inductee. “He wasn’t just good in 
basketball and track. He was also known for being a great rodeo competitor. As far back I 
can remember, we used to get together on our horses and tend to our cattle a lot. We have a 
lot of history together.” 

Aside from Jumper and Rep. Tiger, speakers at the retirement luncheon included Paul 
“Cowbone” Buster Sr., Raymond Garza Sr. and the retiree’s son, Cicero Osceola. 

“Rudy’s not going to stop,” Buster said. “He’s going to keep on going.” 

The longtime cattleman confirmed that notion, as he stated that he plans to do some side 
work with the Big Cypress Councilman’s Office in the near future. In his spare time, Osceola 
said he will spend more time with his wife, Lisa, his grandchildren and all his friends. 

“I’m not going nowhere,” Osceola said. 



Naji Tobias 

Rudy Osceola, left and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right, are all smiles as they 
share a special moment together at the Tribal senior’s Sept. 16 retirement luncheon. 


Naji Tobias 

Rudy Osceola speaks about his 38 years of 
employment with the Tribe on Sept. 16. 
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Thursday, November 3 rd , 2011 

Big Cypress Aviation Hangar 

• Theme - “Safari” 

• Registration & Breakfast • 7:30am - 9am 

(Registration ends 9am sharp) 

• Register at your local Senior Center 

• Lunch & Entertainment for the Whole Family, 
Team T-Shirts, Great Give-a-ways, Raffle Prizes 
for all Seniors, Great Prizes & Awards 
for Individual and Team Events 

• Seniors must receive medical clearance 
to participate 

• We strongly encourage all seniors to practice 

Contact your local reservation Fitness Department 


The Seminole Tribune 
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Native American Journalists Association. 

Letters/e-mails to the editor must be signed 
and may be edited for publication. 

Subscription rate is $35 per year by mail. 
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Tribune, 3560 N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, 
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Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
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www. seminoletribe . com 


The following deadlines apply to all 
submissions to The Seminole Tribune: 


Issue: November 23, 2011 
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Deadline: December 7, 2011 


Please note: Submissions that come past 
deadline will be posted in the 
following issue. 
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Community A 


Senior Profile: Mary Motlow Sanchez 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — In her 74 years, Mary Motlow 
Sanchez has seen the gradual transition of the Seminole people 
from the isolated lifestyle of their ancestors in the Everglades 
wilderness into the 21st century. She said that the ability to 
adapt and change is an important part of survival but stressed 
that it is equally important to remember where you came from 
and to preserve your heritage. 

A member of the Panther Clan, Mary was bom in an 
Everglades camp in southeastern Collier County in 1937 to 
Jack Motlow and his wife, Lena Billie Motlow. Her father was 
a hunter and helped her mother raise a garden near their main 
village to feed their growing family. 

“When I was little, I remember that we used to set up small 
camps as we followed my father on his hunting trips,” Mary 
said. “Sometimes we would go to visit other families or trade 
in Everglades City or Smallwood’s Store in Chokoloskee.” 

“The Silver Springs attraction near Ocala used to invite 
Seminole families to spend the season living in their camp 
to draw tourists. It provided a place for them to sell their arts 
and crafts,” Mary continued. “We stayed there for a short 
time with Charlie and Lee Cypress. I was very young, but I 
remember the fun we had swimming in the spring after the 
attraction closed for the night. The tourists would sometimes 
give us candy.” 

The Tamiami Trail brought tourists, settlers, farmers and 
logging companies into the Everglades by the 1930s and 40s. 
As a young girl, Mary witnessed the Seminole lifestyle and 
economy undergoing many changes and before long she was 


accompanying her parents to work in the vegetable fields 
picking the harvest. 

In search of a steady income Jack Motlow took his 
family to the tourist camps in Miami, and they settled at the 
Dania Reservation. Mary was in her early teens but had never 
attended school. They met William and Edith Boehmer, who 
had established the school in Brighton and were visiting the 
Seminole communities encouraging the parents to educate 
their children. 

Lena Motlow’s father, Billy Conapatchee (a.k.a. Billy 
Corn Patch or Little Billy), had been South Florida’s first 
educated Seminole in the late 1800s. He was bom near 
Fisheating Creek around 1856 at the conclusion of the Third 
Seminole War. As a boy, Little Billy lived with Capt. Francis 
A. Hendry at Fort Thompson (LaBelle) and Fort Myers where 
he attended school. He worked as an interpreter for Dr. Clay 
MacCauly when he made his census report on the Seminoles 
to the Secretary of Indian Affairs in 1880. 

Unfortunately, Mary’s grandfather lived at a time when 
his elders had vivid memories of the Seminole Wars and 
distmsted the white man’s interference in their lives. He was 
threatened with death or expulsion from the Tribe if he did not 
quit school and return to his people. Little Billy married Nancy 
Osceola (a.k.a Little Nancy) and their children included future 
Tribal leaders Josie and Ingraham Billie. 

Her father may have been ahead of his time, but Lena 
Motlow recognized the fact that her children would need an 
education to survive in their changing environment. Mary was 

+ Please see MARY on page 5A 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Motlow Sanchez and her husband, Tony Sr., have been married 54 years and look forward to a bright 
future for their descendents. 


Mr. Versatility: O.B. Osceola Jr. 

Vodka , Insurance , NASCAR, Construction 

BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

NAPLES — Like his grandfather and father 
before him, everyone seems to know Seminole 
entrepreneur O.B. Osceola Jr. From the pool players 
at the Flamingo Pool Hall in St. Petersburg who 
can’t wait for his next visit and the impromptu 9-ball 
tourney that always ensues, to the folks at the Daytona 
International Speedway who brought O.B.’s 13 -year- 
old daughter Tori on stage to sing the National Anthem 
at the last Daytona 500, to Washington, D.C. where 
he heads a constmction project two blocks from the 
Capitol, to Hard Rock Casinos and ABC Liquor Stores 
everywhere that stock their shelves with his own 
personal vodka. Yes, everyone knows O.B. Osceola Jr. 

In some circles he is known as an insurance 
executive, specializing in Native American indemnity. 

In other circles he is known as NASCAR’s first Native 
American stock car owner. He has been known as 
president of Pro Investment Group International and as 
Chief Executive Officer of Pro Games LLC. A former 
Tribal leader and Mr. Seminole, this pool player, proud 
father, big contract construction manager, spirits 
capitalist, national insurance man, gaming mogul and 
professional racecar magnate is a veritable Seminole 
Mr. Versatility. 

“It’s all just business,” laughed the perpetually 
smiling, 43 -year-old Naples native. “It might seem like 
a really diverse portfolio, but they are all businesses. 

They require vision, creativity, planning and hard 
work. That’s been around me all my life. I grew up in 
a family of entrepreneurs and hard workers.” 

His grandfather, the late Corey Osceola, was 
a well-known Tribal leader of the 30s-50s, whose 
missing arm (alligator) made him a familiar icon to 
millions of Americans enthralled with his stubborn 
refusals to cooperate with the U.S. government and 
his considerable entrepreneurial spirit. As an interpreter for Mikasuki speakers who could not speak English, he 
assisted many Seminole people in business startups and ran his own tourist villages in several parts of Florida. 

+ Please see VERSATILITY on page 8A 


Tribal citizen helps memorialize 
Reggae legend Dennis Brown 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Doris Osceola, middle, is joined by exhibit co-organizer Debbie Allen, far right; Sandra Grant-Griffiths, 
consol general for the Consulate General of Jamaica, far left; and Marlon Farquharson, second from left, cousin to 
legendary Reggae musician Dennis Emmanuel Brown also known as “The Crown Prince of Reggae.” All are in front of 
a permanent exhibit at the Hard Rock featuring authentic clothing and a signed picture of Brown in his honor Oct. 10. 
Brown died in 1999. 



Peter B. Gallagher 

O.B. Osceola Jr. works in the vodka, insurance, NASCAR and 
construction industries and shows no signs of slowing down. 


Seminole royalty attend Okeechobee Labor Day Parade 



OKEECHOBEE — Miss Florida Seminole 2011-2012 Jewel Buck from the Brighton Reservation has already started her appearances at the request of Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. in her first parade during 
Okeechobee Labor Day where she rode on the back of a black convertible. Joining her was Junior Miss Seminole Jaryaca Baker, Little Miss Seminole Brooke Yescas and last but not least Little Mister Seminole Caleb Burton. 
Wanda Bowers also attended as the chaperone. 

At the end of the parade Jewel Buck, along with all the other royalties who attended the parade, came up at the park in the town’s center and introduced themselves. It was a beautiful day to celebrate Labor Day with the entire 
crowd looking on at all the other entries in the parade from fire engines to horses. 

- Stories and photos submitted by Wanda Bowers 
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Immokalee seniors attend 
annual Cherokee Tribal Fair 
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BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

CHEROKEE, N.C. — Immokalee seniors journeyed to Cherokee, N.C. on Oct. 6 for a five-day trip to the 
mountains for a variety of fun-filled activities. 

The group donned jackets in the crisp fall mountain air as they ventured out to view the natural wonders of the 
tree color changes of autumn. Despite the lower temperatures and shorter day light hours, the leaves were getting 
a late start this year but showed glimpses of a promising colorful pallet that will soon appear. 

Each year the Cherokee Tribal Fair draws visitors from all across the country with its wide variety of trade 
goods, arts, crafts, supplies and one-of-a-kind merchandise. This gathering of vendors was a focal point for the 
seniors who worked hard to curb their compulsive buying and picked up numerous cherished objects. 

They spent hours exploring the wonders of the Cherokee Bead market, which is one of the largest in the 
country. Sorting through its vast inventory brought excitement and enthusiasm to the shoppers as they envisioned 
new projects and carefully examined the extraordinary samples of artwork on display. 

The seniors agreed that no trip to Cherokee is complete without visiting the Talking Leaves Book Store 
with its Native American inventory, the quilt show and material shops that cater to everyone’s quilting needs and 
patchwork opportunities. The variety of fabrics, colors and patterns are hard to resist and it didn’t take long before 
they were loaded down with purchases. 



Photo courtesy of Jovita Turrubiartez 

Immokalee seniors and their support staff gather to view the leaves changing of color that takes place each fall. 



Photo courtesy of Jovita Turrubiartez 

Elizabeth Tiger Olea and her daughter Geneva (Linda) Beletso relax during a long day of sightseeing and shopping in Cherokee. 



Photo courtesy of Jovita Turrubiartez 

Ruth Osceola and her granddaughter Hortencia Yzaguirre 
become a part of the fall decorations that abound in Cherokee. 


Photo courtesy of Jovita Turrubiartez 

Immokalee Senior Center site manager Gale Boone examines 
purses and beadwork. 
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+ MARY 

From page 3A 



Julian A. Dimmock 

Mary Sanchez’ mother, Lena Billie Motlow, is second from left in this 1910 archive photo taken in the Everglades Panther 
Clan camp. 


sent away to boarding school in Cherokee, N.C. where 
she spent four years and returned home each summer 
to her family. 

When Mary was 1 7, the boarding school closed. 
She rejoined her family who had moved to the old 
camp on the curve in Immokalee, so they would be 
close to farm work and the local school that started 
accepting Seminole students. 

Joining the farm labor force, Mary met her 
husband, Tony, while working in the fields just west 
of Big Cypress. They have been married for 54 years 
and have raised five children. They currently have 1 7 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. 

“I worked in the fields with Tony while our 
children were young and sometimes took them with 
me,” Mary said. “Back then whole families worked 
together. Picking was hard work for the kids, but it 
taught them to be responsible and helped them to 
realize that they needed an education if they wanted 
to get a better job. For many years, I would stay in 
Immokalee with our children while Tony had to follow 
the crops up north to support us. Finally he was able 
to get a job in construction and worked on a dredge.” 

Mary said all parents need to encourage their 
children to stay in school and try to get a career they 
can rely upon. The children of today are the leaders of 
tomorrow. All of her children went to school and some 
have attended college and vocational training schools. 


Clifford joined the Marines; Chris has his own 
business and has worked for the Tribe; Ralph served 
as Immokalee Council Liaison; and Tony Jr. managed 
the Seminole Casino Immokalee and currently serves 
as the President of the Seminole Tribe. Some of her 
grandchildren have already graduated college and 
others currently attend. 

“It is very important to remember that we are all 
God’s children,” Mary said. “When I was little and 
living at Dania, the Rev. Stanley Smith came from 
Oklahoma for revivals. This is when I was first saved 
and I was later baptized out at Big Cypress. My uncles 
Josie Billie and Ingraham Billie both found the Lord 
and followed his path as ministers and leaders.” 

Mary and Tony have been members of the First 
Baptist Church of Immokalee for many years and 
actively participated in the fellowship of the Christian 
Tribal Members from Brighton, Hollywood, Big 
Cypress and Trail in a mission to their community. The 
recent completion of the Immokalee First Seminole 
Baptist Church fulfilled their lifelong dream of a place 
of worship for their family and friends. 

“You need to bring your children to the church 
and teach them to follow the ways of our Lord,” Mary 
said. “Pray for our Tribal leaders that they may have 
guidance and the strength to make decisions that will 
ensure our future and preserve our heritage.” 


“THE TRIBAL 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM (TCD) 
JUMPSTARTED OUR 
CAREERS IN THE 
CASINO INDUSTRY! 

-JIM OSCEOLA & 
SUMMER BILLIE 

Get paid to learn our 
casino business and 
start a great career in 
gaming and hospitality. 

To apply now or learn 
more about the Tribal Career 
Development Program, 
call Betty Goosens at 954.797.5459. 


Tribal member Everett Osceola 
elected to American Indian Alaska 
Native Tourism Association board 



Photo courtesy of Shammes El-Hout 

Tribal member Everett Osceola was elected to the board of the American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association. 


SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Tribal member Everett Osceola was elected to the board of the American Indian 
Alaska Native Tourism Association, a nonprofit association of Native American tribes and tribal businesses 
organized in 1999 to advance Indian Country tourism. The purpose of the Association is to serve as the voice 
and the resource for its constituents in advancing tourism; to assist tribes in creating infrastructure and capacity; 
and to provide technical assistance, training and educational resources to Tribes, Tribal organizations and Tribal 
members, according to its website. Osceola represented the Eastern Region on Sept. 14 during the 13th annual 
American Indian Tourism Conference in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

- Submitted by Shammes El-Hout 
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Native Music Awards elude 
Battiest brothers . . . this time 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Zach “Doc” Battiest, left, The Storm music video director Steven Paul Judd, center, and Spencer Battiest. 


B Y PETER B . GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. — The 13th annual 
Native American Music Awards took place Friday, Oct. 
7 at the Seneca Niagara Casino and Hotel, celebrating 
the best in music from members of the First Nations. 

Carrying three 2011 nominations, with a legion 
of Florida fans following their every move on Twitter 
and Facebook, performing artists Spencer and Doc 
Battiest traveled north hoping to be the first Seminoles 
since James E. Billie (1999) to win at least one of the 
Native music industry’s highest awards. 

Unfortunately, a Mohawk named Bear Fox won 
the Best Debut Artist, Northern Cheyennes Joseph 
Firecrow, Thomasina Levy and others shared the Song 
Single of the Year and Nake Nula Waun, from Rosebud 
Sioux, took home the Best Hip Hop Song NAMMY. 
The Storm , a hip hop tribute to the Seminole Tribe, 
struck out. 

But the Battiest Brothers are unfazed. 

“The experience was just great even though 
we didn’t win,” said an upbeat (no pun intended) 
Doc (Zach) Battiest. “I couldn’t believe how people 
recognized us. We had no idea anyone would know us. 
It really opened our eyes to the many genres of music 
where Native artists excel - classical guitar, there was 
even an opera singer. And they were great.” 

“It was a fabulous experience. One of the 
Councilmen for Seneca told me he had changed his 


schedule around, during budget week, to attend just so 
he could meet Doc and me,” said Spencer, who said 
the highlight of their trip was taking the main stage to 
present 13 -year-old Montaukett sensation Dylan Janet 
Collins, who won the Best Pop Recording NAMMY. 
“She blew everybody away!” 

Because it finished production after the NAMMY 
deadline, the video version of The Storm was not 
eligible for this year’s awards. But it will be up for 
consideration next year. “We’ve got high hopes. We 
had an overwhelming response to that video out there 
at the NAMMYs. It really made us feel good to know 
our names are already out there with the best in the 
country!” Spencer said. 

Doc is more to the point: “I know we’re gonna 
win. I feel it so strong in my heart. When you work so 
hard at something, when it’s your own brain child, you 
just can’t believe no other way!” 

The Brothers will attend a prestigious screening 
of the video - even perform the song live - at the 
American Indian Film Festival in San Francisco, Nov. 
11-12 at the 970-seat Palace Theatre. 

The Native American Music Awards was created 
as a method to provide Native music and its artists 
proper respect on a national level and prove that there 
is a viable and professional mainstream industry. It 
was also created to give Native youth on reservations 
the needed inspiration and opportunities to pursue a 
professional career and gamer greater exposure. 


Seminole Moments introduces 
Christianity to discussion topics 



Rachel Buxton 

Willie Johns talks about how Christianity was introduced to the Seminole Tribe during Seminole Moments on Oct. 12 at the 
Brighton Cattle and Range. Johns explains that Christianity didn’t develop in Seminole Country until after the Third Seminole 
War when Southern Baptist missionaries from Oklahoma visited Seminole campsites to spread the word. 


Tribal Board of Directors 
convene for special meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors met on the Hollywood Reservation at the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium for a special meeting and passed seven new resolutions on the Sept. 
28 agenda including: 

Resolution 8: Retention of Seminole Energy Unlimited to develop under a joint venture relationship 
with Winners Energy Group, a strategic solar energy business plan 

Resolution 9: Retention of Blue Stone Strategy Group as consultant for the assessment of 
convenience stores and RV Park 

Resolution 10: Adoption of safety manual for use by Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. employees 
Resolution 11: Approval of fiscal year 2012 budget 


National Indian Child Welfare Association 
training sessions come to Hollywood 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The National Indian Child 
Welfare Association (or NICWA) brought child 
welfare workers, social work students and instmctors, 
and mental health professionals together to discuss 
issues of Native child welfare on Oct. 4-6. 

More than 70 enrollees participated in 
specialized training sessions focused on two classes: 
Positive Indian Parenting and Indian Child Welfare 
Association (ICWA) basic training and policy at the 
Hard Rock over the three-day event. 

“I am really proud we were able to bring this 
here to the Seminole reservation,” said Ted Nelson 
Sr., Tribal citizen and seven-year NICWA Board of 
Directors Vice President. “Tribal Council has always 
been a big supporter of this organization. It is also the 
first time this (NICWA training) has been brought to 
the southeastern U.S.” 

Nadeen Jimmy, a social service worker and 
session participant from the Nooksack Indian Tribe, 
said she was glad she and daughter Joal Galindo made 
the more than 3,300 mile trek to Seminole country 
from Deming, Wash. 

“This was important because we (as Nooksack 
Tribal citizens) have a lot of young parents and they 
do not have the tools to be a parent,” Jimmy said. “It 
is our job to teach them. We have a lot of parents that 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Waitus Carter, center, preservation coordinator of the 
Family Services Department in Hollywood, works on a 
group activity with fellow Positive Indian Parenting training 
class participants. 


have lost their children also, and this is good in trying 
to help them.” 

NICWA, an extension of the Indian Child Welfare 
Act (or ICWA) of 1 978, aims to keep American Indian 
children with their birth families. 

According to NICWA’s website, the private, 
nonprofit organization based out of Portland, Ore. 
works to address the issues of child abuse and 
neglect through training, research, public policy 
and grassroots community development. Members 
include tribes and individuals of Native and non- 
Native origin and private organizations from around 
the United States. It receives its funding from those 
memberships, as well as individual and corporate 
donations, fundraising events, program contracts and 
fees for service, curriculum sales, foundation and 
federal grants. 

The organization also improves the lives of 
Native children and families by helping tribes and 
other service providers implement services that 
are culturally competent, community-based and 
focused on strengths and assets of families including: 
collaborating with tribal and urban Indian child 
welfare programs to increase their service capacity, 
enhancing tribal-state relationships, and providing 
training, technical assistance, information services 
and alliance building. 

The 2012 NICWA national conference will be 
held April 22-25, 2012 in Scottsdale, Ariz. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Mark Billie, Family Services Tribal Outreach worker, takes 
notes during day three of a National Indian Child Welfare 
Association (NICWA) training course held at the Hard Rock 
on Oct. 4-6. 


Meet the Public Works Department 


The Public Works 

Department provides 
system-wide service on all 
activities involving tribally 
owned and operated 

facilities, utilities, transfer 

stations and roads and 

contains facilities on the 

Big Cypress, Brighton, 
Hollywood and Immokalee 

Reservations. 

With a staff of 59 full-time employees, the 

Department administers and manages the construction, 
operation and maintenance of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s infrastructure for water, wastewater and 

distribution collection systems, facilities, sanitation 
services, and road maintenance to meet existing and 
future needs of the Tribal Council and community, 
offering the following services to Tribal residents: 
•Wastewater collection maintenance and repairs 
•Wastewater treatment facilities 
•Water distribution maintenance and repairs 
•Water treatment facilities 
•Waste collection and disposal 
•Recycling collection and disposal 
•Road maintenance 

In addition, the Public Works Department 
consists of the following divisions: Administration, 
Maintenance & Operations, Solid Waste Disposal, 
Road Maintenance and Construction and Utilities - 
including Water, Wastewater & Distribution/Collection 
Systems. A breakdown of each division follows. 

Administration: The Administration Division 
functions as the Department’s coordinator and 
provides leadership to the Department as a whole. 
Administration also serves as the support division for 
the entire Department. 


Maintenance & Operations: The Maintenance & 
Operations Division consists of field staff and project 
managers who service a variety of needs and supplies 
for the Department ranging from fleet ordination to 
equipment function and from day-to-day operation and 
construction services to new construction and electrical 
support. 

Solid Waste Disposal: The Solid Waste Disposal 
Division handles the disposal of all residential 
household waste, including bulk trash and recycled 
goods. 

Road Maintenance and Construction: The Road 
Maintenance Division services a variety of technical 
installations and repairs for the Department. 

Utilities: This Division contains three divisions. 
Water: The Utilities Division oversees the production 
of ground water to the residential property for 
consumption and use. Wastewater: This Division 
oversees the treatment of sewage water with high 
quality effluent for reuse. And Distribution/Collection: 
This Division supplies potable and irrigation water 
(where applicable) and collection of sewer water as 
well as upkeep of water mains and lift stations. 

The Department makes it its mission to provide 
reliable, efficient and effective infrastructure and 
utility services to the Tribe’s members, residences and 
Tribal facilities by utilizing cost-effective measures 
and innovative industry initiatives to succeed in task 
in the hopes of obtaining recognition as a leader in the 
delivery of public services. Therefore, in an attempt to 
keep citizens informed of important updates and facts, 
the Public Works Department will feature a new issue 
or project each month in The Tribune. 

For more information about Public Works, 
call Emran Rahaman at 954-894-1060 xl0923. For 
questions about drinking water call, 1-866-625-5376. 





Photo courtesy of the Public Works Department 

The Brighton Water Treatment Plant is one of several facilities operated by the Public Works Department to ensure Tribal 
citizens have safe, clean water for consumption and use. 
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From page 1A 


at Pembroke, a public, co-educational, 
historically Native American liberal arts 
university. 

Morgan Warriax, UNC Pembroke 
Recruiter and Assistant Director for the 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions said 
UNC Pembroke specifically targets Natives. 

“This school was founded to educate 
Native Americans; why would a potential 
student want to go to any other school?” said 
Warriax, a 2006 graduate from the university. 
“We want to create a second home, a home 
away from home to help make students feel 
more connected.” 

She said UNC Pembroke currently has 
a Native population of 18-20 percent and 
according to U.S. News & World Report ranks 
first in the South for student body diversity. 

Stephanie Hall, Tribal citizen and 
current Nova Southeastern legal studies 
student, as well as Gyasi Ross, Native 
attorney and author, also made special guest 
speaking appearances to the students and 
representatives on hand. 

“I encourage you to go far and throw 
yourself into the college experience,” Hall 
said. “It is all preparation for life afterwards.” 


Keeping homes, property, valuables and 
vehicles safe takes responsibility 

BY WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 
Police Chief 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal teen Andre Juniper asks questions from the 
Tribal Human Resources staff during the Oct. 14 
College Fair. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal student Sabre Billie of the Big Cypress Reservation 
receives materials from a representative of Syracuse 
University in New York. 


There is no absolute way to protect our home, property, valuables and 
vehicles. However, through taking responsibility and being vigilant we can 
increase the odds of being successful in our endeavors. Safety and security 
is everyone’s business. Here are some suggestions we can all implement: 

Home Security 

• Get to know your neighbors. They are more inclined to pay attention 
to the surroundings and alert you if something does not seem safe if they 
know who you are. 

• Vary your daily routine as much as possible. 

• When away from your residence for an extended period remember 
to have the mail and newspapers stopped. Leaving them is a telltale sign 
you may not be home. 

• The installation of a monitored alarm system would be a great 
deterrent. 

• Do not tell people you do not trust you will be away from your home. 

• Always let officers with Seminole Police Department know you are 
leaving, so a House Watch may be implemented. 

• Various door alarms are available to install on an ordinary door. 

• Cylinder deadlocks provide extra protection when used in addition 
to a regular lock. 

• Indoor lights on timers to simulate someone is home is a great device 
for safety. 

• Secure valuables such as jewelry and important documents in a safe 
or safe deposit box. 

• Be sure all windows and doors are locked before you leave your 
home. 

• The old “stick in the track” does effectively keep a window from 
being slid open. 


• Never post on the Internet or social media sites such as Twitter, 
Facebook, etc. when you are leaving home or away from home. 

Yard Security 

• Placing a gate with a good lock around your yard is a deterrent. 

• Lights on timers improve home security. This will allow for your 
yard to be lit up allowing for others to think there are occupants in the 
dwelling, even if you are not home. 

• Spotlights and floodlights enhance security around the yard. 

• A dog can be an asset in scaring thieves away from your property. 

• If you are going to be away for an extended period, please remember 
to have the yard taken care of as if you are home so thieves will not suspect 
you are gone. 

Vehicle Security 

• Most vehicles come with a few security measures already installed. 
Use some of these and you will be on your way to preventing a theft of 
the vehicle. 

• Lock your vehicle, and remove the keys. A great majority of vehicles 
are stolen because they were left unlocked. 

• Park in well-lit areas, and always place valuables in the trunk as 
opposed to the inside of the vehicle. 

• Close your windows, and do not place spare keys on the vehicle. 
Leave your spare key with a loved one. 

• Vehicle alarms along with stickers proclaiming the car is protected 
by an alarm are great deterrents. 

• Lock bars, steering wheel collars and tire locks are also effective 
forms of protecting your vehicle from being stolen. 

We all take pride in our homes, property, valuables and vehicles. We 
need to be vigilant and protect our assets. Implementing these safety tips 
is a great start in protecting our belongings. 


What is 
Compulsive 
Gambling? 

SUBMITTED BY THE FAMILY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Gambling addiction is a mental-health problem that is 
understood to be one of many kinds of impulse-control problems 
a person may suffer from. The types of gambling that people with 
this disorder might engage in are as variable as the games available. 
Betting on sports, buying lotto tickets, playing poker, slot machines 
or roulette are only a few of the activities in which compulsive 
gamblers engage. The venue of choice for individuals with gambling 
addiction varies as well. While many prefer gambling in a casino, 
the rate of online/Internet gambling addiction continues to increase 
with increased use of the Internet. Gambling addiction is also called 
compulsive gambling or pathological gambling. 

Estimates of the number of people who gamble socially qualify 
for being diagnosed with a gambling addiction range from 2 to 5 
percent, thereby affecting millions of people in the United States 
alone. Although more men than women are thought to suffer from 
pathological gambling, women are developing this disorder at 
higher rates, now making up as much as 25 percent of individuals 
with pathological gambling. Other facts about compulsive 
gambling are that men tend to develop this disorder during their 
early teenage years while women tend to develop it later. However, 
the disorder in women then tends to get worse at a much faster rate 
than in men. Other apparently gender-based differences in gambling 
addiction include the tendencies for men to become addicted to 
more interpersonal forms of gaming like blackjack, craps or poker, 
whereas women tend to engage in less interpersonally based betting 
like slot machines or bingo. Men with pathological gambling tend 
to receive counseling about issues other than gambling less often 
than their female counterparts. 

Compulsive gambling involves persistent and recurring 
problem gambling that includes several of the following symptoms 
and are not the result of another mental-health problem: 

• A preoccupation with gambling, either by reliving past 
gambling, planning for future gambling experiences and/or thinking 
of ways to secure money to finance gambling 

• Needing more and more money for gambling in order to 
achieve the desired level of gambling enjoyment 

• Repeated unsuccessful attempts to stop or reduce betting 
behaviors 

• Becoming uneasy or easily irritated when trying to reduce or 
stop gambling 

• Gambling for the purpose of escaping problems or to relieve 
sadness or anxiety 

• Returning to gambling after losing money in an effort to 
recoup losses 

• Lying to family or other loved ones, mental-health 
professionals or others in an effort to hide the extent of the gambling 
behavior 

• Committing crimes (for example, stealing, fraud or forgery) 
in an effort to finance gambling 

• Risking important relationships, employment or other 
opportunities because of gambling 

Should you wish to learn more about compulsive gambling 
abuse, please feel free to schedule a confidential meeting with a 
Family Services Counselor on your respective reservation. 

Source: http://www. medicinenet. com/ gambling addiction 
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Smallwood Store reopens 
but road remains an issue 


Tribal Community Police Training 
returns to Hard Rock 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

CHOKOLOSKEE — Mamie Street is back. 

Sort of. 

A thin gray stretch of mud, pothole, standing water 
and stone now provide access to the Ted Smallwood 
Store and Museum at the extreme southwestern tip of 
Florida. The access - more of a path than a road - was 
provided by Florida Georgia Grove LLC (FGG), the 
Highland County development outfit that removed the 
road six months ago in a failed attempt to strongarm 
state, federal and Collier County agencies. 

Judge Hugh Hayes ordered the road replaced after 
a hearing in which he declared Mamie Street - the only 
access road to the historic 1 1 6-year-old Store - existed 
as a “prescriptive easement,” maintained by the county 
for public use and not a private road owned by the 
developers. 

The current “access” was finished right on Oct. 
15 - the deadline set by Judge Hayes. “What they 
have created is unacceptable,” said attorney Rachael 
Loukenon, who filed a motion asking Judge Hayes to 
intervene. “The Judge told them to put the road back the 
way it was when they took it out. This is nothing like 
the former Mamie Street.” 

Mamie Street, named for Collier pioneer and Store 
founder Ted Smallwood’s wife, is the oldest road on the 
island, the largest in the Ten Thousand Islands chain. 
“Mamie Street was paved. This is not. You could fit two 
cars, side by side on the old Mamie Street. This one 
barely fits one. It’s a joke,” said a beleaguered Lynn 
Smallwood-McMillin, who manages her grandfather’s 
old Store. “Tour buses can’t make it to the Store. We 
have a lot of people drive up, take one look at the road 
and they turn around. People are afraid to take their cars 
on it.” 

FGG surprised county officials earlier in October 
by filing a motion demanding Judge Hayes remove 
himself from the case, accusing him of acting partial 



Peter B. Gallagher 

“Mamie Street is in worse shape today than it was 100 years 
ago.” - Lynn Smallwood-McMillin 


to county issues since the Collier Courthouse Annex 
building is named for him. Collier County partnered 
with the Smallwood Store in demanding the access be 
restored. At press time, the Judge had not yet ruled on 
FGG’s motion. 

For further updates on the Smallwood Store issue, 
check out The Seminole Tribune’s Facebook site at 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/The-Seminole- 
Tribune/2 145073 11940029. 


♦ LIAISON 

From page 1A 


Liaison Henry said he hopes he can contribute to the formation of the new community, which he said 
will have facilities for youth recreation and elders similar to other Tribal reservations: “But, I want to point 
out that we are only going to develop a fraction of this land. I want the folks in Polk County to know we 
really want to keep it natural.” 

“My grandmother was so looking forward to it happening. She was there the day we purchased the land, 
but passed away without knowing if it would go into trust,” said Liaison Henry, who said county, city and 
state officials have been agreeable to the Seminoles’ plans. “We’ve always made a point of getting along 
with our neighbors.” 

Once, during a severe 1985 drought in west central Florida, Bobby Henry, a Tampa Seminole resident 
known as the rainmaker, was called to the steps of city hall by exasperated municipal officials worried 
about the area’s dwindling water supply and fires. Immediately following a ceremony, the skies darkened, 
shocking area weathermen. 

“Oh yeah, it rained gooood,” laughed Liaison Henry. “We will do anything we can for our neighbors!” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizens and members of the Seminole Police Department discuss community issues as part of the Tribal Community 
and Police Problem Solving Teams Training (TTEAMS) held at the Hard Rock on Oct. 5-6. The two-day, annual event was held 
to help strengthen relationships between law enforcement, Tribal agencies and Tribal communities. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Michele Daza, Seminole Police Department crime prevention 
officer, writes down community team goals. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Police Department service Aaide Terry Tartsah Sr., 
right, asks for input during a group activity. 



SEMITE Taiir 

. of rLornsA 


LEBi 1 1 ibr.i Dm O 


rr 1DY01A 



m 

asr«^ 

” SEMINOLE TR[0E 



OF FLODISJi Jfe 



BCCO / - ,4 

iWiwAlw , 


1 J f!!5 ■ . 

■ 




Photo courtesy of Germain-Osceola Racing 

If the Seminole Tribe of Florida sponsors the NASCAR Germain-Osceola No. 13 Toyota, it would look similar to this mock-up design. 



Photo courtesy of John Harrington 

Tribal member O.B. Osceola Jr. engages in conversation with Kevin Gover, director of the National Museum of the American Indian, at 
the July 26 Congressional Native American Caucus reception on the National Mall. 


♦ VERSATILITY 

From page 3A 


Corey’s son, O.B. Osceola Sr., 77, is a 
prominent Naples community resident and, for 50 
years, has maintained a world-renowned chickee- 
building crew whose palmetto-thatched structures 
cover Florida, the Southeast and the Caribbean. 

“I was raised right here in Naples, went to 
Catholic school and had a lot of good mentors,” 
said O.B. Jr., whose family were independent 
Seminoles until joining the Tribe in 1984. “I 
listened to my grandfather. I watched my dad. 
I saw how he made his living working with his 
hands AND his mind. You have to have a good 
mind when you are in construction. It was great 
motivation to see my father operate his business. 
Watching and working with him, that’s how I 
learned business. One thing I really admired is, all 
those years, my dad had the same crew. He took 
care of his good workers.” 

For seven years, O.B. Jr. served as Tribal 
liaison to the Naples community. “I really learned 
a lot as liaison. Essentially, I learned how the 
Tribe works,” he recalled. “Then I started to see 
opportunity. I started learning how to take an idea 
to fruition. I’ve always liked a challenge. That’s 
what business does for me. It’s a challenge.” 

“I just didn’t want to be one direction. I wanted 
to break new ground. Like (Tribal Chairman) 
James Billie. He used to tell me how exciting it 
was to go where no one else has been. He inspired 
me. I feel as if I am breaking new ground in the 
footsteps he first laid out.” 

When South Florida entrepreneur Bob 
Germain joined forces with O.B. Jr. earlier this 
year, creating Germain-Osceola Racing, new 
NASCAR ground was broken. The pair worked 
out a deal to share sponsorship with GEICO and 
handle the full sponsorship of 10 races in the 2012 
season. The first race for the No. 13 Sprint Cup 
Toyota, under the Germain-Osceola banner, will 
be next February at the Daytona 500. “We have 
the driver - Casey Mears - and are working on 
the sponsorships now,” said O.B. Jr., who plans 
to sell sponsorships to American Indian Tribes, 
particularly gaming tribes. “A lot of Tribes are 
interested, including the Chickasaws in Oklahoma. 
Nike is also interested.” 

“I have a big vision for our Tribes,” O.B. Jr. 
told Naples News , last month. “I wanted to be 
somewhat of a pioneer. The opportunity came 
where I realized there was no Native American 
owners in NASCAR, so that became a goal of 
mine. It inspired me to get involved with Bob.” 

Prominent racing site CatchFence. 
com reported that O. B. Osceola Jr. has been 
“instrumental in constructing and managing a 
number of large-scale projects for the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, including fundraising and 
construction for Florida’s Immokalee Casino and 
overseeing the Tribe’s ownership of the Hard Rock 
and Hollywood Hotel/Casino franchises.” 

O.B.’s vodka idea, however, caught the 
interest of Seminole Hard Rock Gaming CEO 
Jim Allen. “I’ve always wanted to get into the 
spirits business. It seemed to me there was a lot of 
opportunity there,” O.B. Jr. said, holding up a new 
bottle of Hard Rock Vodka with the distinctive 
Hard Rock guitar brand etched into the glass. “I 


was there when the Tribe bought the Hard Rock 
brand. I watched it all transpire. I thought, this 
is a lifestyle brand. Even my grandfather knew 
about Elvis; he knew it was rock and roll. It was a 
lifestyle brand, transgenerational. I thought, ‘Why 
not create a spirit for this?”’ 

“I made it through the Hard Rock intellectual 
design battle - they are very particular about 
how they represent the brand,” said O.B. Jr., who 
signed up Southern Wine and Spirits to handle the 
distribution. “They are the New York Yankees of 
spirits distribution.” 

The vodka, itself, is imported from England, 
bottled by LiDestri Spirits of Rochester, N. Y. and 
“available right now all over Florida. By year 
one, we will be in 15 states; in year two, we’ll 
pick up 25 more; and by year three, we will be 
everywhere,” added the young entrepreneur, who 
had a star-studded grand launching of the product 
in September at Bongos at the Hard Rock Paradise. 

A chance meeting on an airplane (flying to 
a NASCAR race) with insurance executive Carl 
Pittman last year also led to the creation of what 
is now called Osceola Group Insurance Inc. “He 
leaned over and asked me if I was Seminole. We 
started to talk about insurance,” O.B. Jr. said. “I 
don’t like to talk too long, though. I like to do it.” 

Only a few weeks later, O.B. Jr. found himself 
as the overseer and manager of the new company’s 
acquisition and expansion of business underwriting 
services throughout North America, marshalling 
a staff of agents and management licensed in all 
50 states. “Nowadays, there is a strong Native- 
to-Native business initiative out there. We plan to 
take advantage of that,” said O.B. Jr., who points 
out that the National Indian Gaming Association 
(NIGA) has officially endorsed Osceola Group 
Insurance Inc. as a preferred carrier for American 
Indian Tribes. “Every tribe needs insurance,” he 
said. “Whatever they need, we can handle it.” 

Speaking of NIGA, the countrywide Indian 
gaming clearinghouse needed an expansion of 
its Washington, D.C. headquarters and put out a 
Request for Bids. Guess who came in with the low 
bid and high marks for quality assurance? 

Talako Construction LLC, a Native American 
owned general contractor and construction 
management firm located in Naples. “We got in 
with the NIGA officials. They want to promote 
Native businesses. We bid and came in lower. So 
we are going to add an auditorium, conference 
center, garden area and redo the NIGA parking 
lot,” said O.B. Jr., who joined with the existing 
Cleveland Construction Inc. to form Talako in 
2010. “We just signed a $1.5 million Lincoln- 
Mercury renovation right here in Naples, and we 
bid on a casino project in Baltimore. We are on 
target to bring in $25 million in projects over the 
next year, looking for a lot of them right here in 
Indian Country.” 

Now that’s business. 

“Every business model I’ve done was 
specifically designed NOT to just run to the 
Tribe,” said Seminole’s Mr. Versatility. “I didn’t 
want to be a burden to my own Tribe. I wanted to 
do what I could independently. I wanted to break 
new ground.” 

Vodka, Insurance, NASCAR, Construction. 
What’s next? 

O.B. Osceola smiled: “Stay tuned.” 
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Health 


Native Americans are at risk for breast cancer and should be aware of the facts 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

Every three minutes a woman in the U.S. is diagnosed with breast cancer. Every 13 minutes a woman in the 
U.S. dies from breast cancer. Breast cancer is the most commonly diagnosed cancer and the second leading cause 
of cancer death in women, after lung cancer. 

Cancer alone has become a growing concern in Native Americans. Unfortunately, cancer data on Native 
Americans is limited because of low clinical trial participation, unidentified information on health forms and 
communities not on cancer registries. 

With breast cancer rates continuing to rise, it is estimated that one in eight women will develop invasive 
breast cancer at some point in their lives. Native Americans fortunately have the lowest risk of developing breast 
cancer among ethnic groups. However, if diagnosed, they have a higher rate of mortality. 

The reason for this alarming statistic rests with the fact that Native Americans tend to find out about having 
breast cancer at a later stage when it is far more advanced and harder to treat. Few Native women get their annual 
breast cancer screening, which causes late diagnoses, but regular screening help with early detection. 

No guaranteed prevention exists, but women can reduce their risk by limiting their intake of alcohol and 
maintaining a healthy, active lifestyle. 

Numerous studies have proven a clear link between the use of alcohol and an increased risk of developing 
breast cancer. The risk increases with the more alcohol consumed. The American Cancer Society recommends 
that women limit their alcohol use to one alcoholic drink a day. 

Maintaining a healthy weight has also proven to reduce the risk of breast cancer. Overweight women battle 
higher blood insulin levels, and high insulin levels affect the risk of breast cancer. After menopause, weight 
becomes a more important issue because of estrogen levels. 

Balancing diet and physical activity can reduce a woman’s risk by 18 percent, according to a study from the 
Women’s Health Initiative. As little as 1.25 to 2.5 hours per week of brisk walking can help reduce the risk of 
breast cancer. 

It is recommended for early breast cancer detection that women ages 40 and older receive a mammogram 
every year, and old age should not be a reason to stop having annual mammograms. As long as a woman is in good 
health and is able to receive treatment, she should continue to receive her screening. 

In addition, women in their 20s and 30s should have a clinical breast exam (CBE) every year as part of their 
regular health exam. Breast self-exams should also be conducted to notice any breast changes in between exams. 

Breast cancer is hereditary. Having a first-degree relative - such as a mother, sister or daughter - with breast 
cancer doubles a woman’s risk. Knowing family history helps with early detection. 

While breast cancer is normally associated with women, men too can develop breast cancer and should also 
be aware and speak to their physicians. 



Rachel Buxton 

The Mobile Mammo bus visits Brighton on Oct. 12, giving Tribal members an opportunity to get their annual mammogram to 
help with early detection and to raise awareness toward the deadly cancer. 

There is hope for those diagnosed with breast cancer. In 2010, more than 2.5 million people affected by breast 
cancer in the U.S. survived. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Health Department is readily available to answer any questions or concerns 
regarding breast cancer. In honor of October being Breast Cancer Awareness month, the mobile mammogram bus 
will make visits to the different reservations offering free mammogram screenings to Tribal members. 

Also, the Health Department offers programs, such as the Pathways walking program and individual 
nutritional counseling, to help Tribal members stay healthy and active, all helping to reduce the risk of breast 
cancer. 

For more on what’s readily available, contact your local reservation’s Health Department. 


Brighton aims for better health 
with new Pathways program 

BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s Health 
Department kicked off its annual 
Pathways program Sept. 14 with learning, 
walking and food. 

This is the third year the Pathways 
walking program has been offered 
to the Tribal communities. During 
the previous two years, the programs 
included walks that earned participants 
points over the season, but this year the 
Health Department has added some new 
elements to help raise the interest level. 

“The program was expanded to 
include a nutrition/wellness lesson,” said 
Barbara Boling of the Brighton Health 
Department. “The health lesson helps to 
reinforce that nutrition and exercise are 
both necessary for overall wellness.” 

Every Wednesday participants meet 
in the Brighton field office where they 
begin with the nutrition lesson. Lessons 
touch on subjects such as saturated fat 
and cholesterol. 

After a short lesson on the nutritional 
topic for the week, participants take to 
the community for their Pathways walk 
where they compete against others in 
their age category. Each member wears 
a pedometer to calculate his or her steps. 

After the designated time limit, steps are recorded and winners receive a small trophy that they keep for the week. 
Each week the trophies go back up for grabs. 

“I think they like the challenge of getting the most steps on their pedometer each week,” Boling said. “We 
have a really competitive group.” 

Following the walking portion, the department puts on a short trivia contest pertaining to the lesson topic. 

“The contest is thought provoking,” Boling said. “But at the same time it is fun.” 

Each session concludes with a healthy bagged lunch provided by the Health Department. 

Boling said that they also ask each participant to make a goal at the start of the program and that the Health 
Department through the Pathways program helps the group reach their health goals one at a time. 

“Everyone in this group is at a different fitness level,” she said. “It doesn’t matter if you can run the mile in 
eight minutes or your walking that mile takes 20 minutes. Your goal is to move more, so anything we can do to 
help you reach that goal is a success.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Barbara Boling gives a quick lesson on how to cut down your daily sodium 
intake. 


Infection control in the home 


SUBMITTED BY PATRICK PECK 
Environmental Health Program Manager 

Infection Prevention Week this year was October 
16-22. This is a time when the health care industry 
makes a great effort to promote safe, hygienic 
hospital practices. However, infection control is not 
just a thing for hospitals, clinics and medical offices. 
Infection Control Week is an annual opportunity to 
acknowledge the important work of cleaning and 
disinfecting all high-surface contact areas deemed as 
sources for contamination and infections. 

We would like to offer you with some thoughts 
about how you might celebrate Infection Control 
Week by minimizing the spread of germs and infection 
around your home. 

Tips on how to maintain effective infection 
control in the home are as follows: 

It’s something we all know. Germs, bacteria and 
viruses are everywhere. If you looked on your body, 
clothes and everyday household items and appliances 
with a microscope, it would scare you stiff. Now I’m 
not saying that we all should walk around wearing 
masks and gloves, but a few simple lifestyle changes 
can greatly reduce the spread of germs and bacteria. 
Many of them may seem common sense, but many of 
them we don’t think about at all when we SHOULD. 

• Your Body: Daily bathing is essential. Don’t 
just assume that as long as you’re not stinking, that 
you don’t need to bathe. Take showers, NOT BATHS. 
As warm and soothing as a bath is, you are literally 
lying in your own filth. If you truly desire a bath, 
take a shower first to get your body clean. That will 
minimize the muck left in the water during a bath. A 
clean body promotes infection control. 

• Your Clothes: Wear clean and dry clothes. A 
clean body means nothing if your clothes are ridden 
with bacteria and germs. Clean, fresh clothes promote 
infection control. 

• Your Home: Two rooms in particular are 
your bathroom and kitchen surfaces. The bathroom 
for obvious reasons and the kitchen simply because 
you prepare food for consumption. Use bleach-based 
toilet, bathroom and kitchen cleaners. Bleach KILLS 
bacteria! Get rid of any wood cutting boards you may 
have in your kitchen. You can scrub them but they 
will still have bacteria embedded in them. A synthetic 


vinyl or plastic one 
is easier to clean, 
and it will not just 
LOOK clean; it will 
BE clean. 

• Household 

Surfaces: Sure 

this is part of your 
home but it’s very 
important. I’m sure 
you clean your 
kitchen table, coffee 
table and night stands but what about your computer 
keyboard, door knobs, the toilet flush handle, the 
television remote or the microwave control panel? 
These are commonly touched things in your house. 
Some of them are touched more than others or are 
touched by far more different people than others, but 
they all contain germs and some of them you’ve likely 
SELDOM or NEVER cleaned before. Clean those 
surfaces with bleach-based cleaner and/or spray them 
with Lysol. Lysol kills bacteria too and promotes 
infection control. 

• Wash Your Hands: Wash your hands! Wash 
your hands! Wash your hands! I can’t say it enough. 
The No. 1 cause of the spread of bacteria and other 
germs is lack of frequent and/or proper hand washing. 
How long should I wash my hands? A good exercise 
in determining the proper time element is to sing a 
verse of the song, Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star. In the 
health care profession, workers are trained to wash 
their hands before and after assisting each patient. It is 
said that a busy CNA or nurse’s hands and finger tips 
should look pruned like they just got out of the pool or 
washed the dishes. Good and frequent hand washing 
promotes infection control. 

The spread of germs and bacteria is inevitable. 
You can’t avoid it, but following these simple rules 
and making these changes can make a considerable 
impact on your and your family’s health and enable 
you to help reduce the spread of germs and bacteria. 
(Excerpts credited from 2006 Yahoo! Contributor 
Network.) 

For more information on this subject, call the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Health Department at 954- 
985-2330. 



Small changes can make a big difference 


Walgreens may be dropped as a 
prescription provider 


BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Director 


• Paula Bowers-Sanchez 

H ello Everyone! It’s Paula. For those of 
you not familiar with me, I’m a member 
of the Snake Clan and daughter of the 
late Mildred Bowers. I have lived on the Hollywood 
Reservation for most of my life. I will be writing a 
monthly column to share my opinions, suggestions 
and ideas, as well as answer questions about health/ 
fitness, wellness and education. I am very passionate 
about bringing awareness to the prevalence of 
diabetes, heart disease and what living a healthy 
lifestyle with regular exercise and small changes in 
eating habits can do for you and your loved ones. 

My mother passed away almost a year ago 
from complications brought on by different medical 
problems. She was an insulin-dependent diabetic, 
and her physical challenges made it difficult for her 
to have an active life. Sometimes I think I could have 
done more in the way of helping her live a healthier 
lifestyle, but if you knew Mildred, you know she was 
not one to follow orders! 

Now, however, I have a chance to encourage 
others to make small changes that can make a big 
difference. Now, I don’t want to just sit back and 
watch. Now, I want to get involved and help in any 
way I can. Although I have not struggled with a major 
weight problem, I do have issues with the cycle of 
gaining and losing weight, pushing myself to exercise 
and trying to eat right. It’s a challenge, but I ask 
myself every day, “What do I want my son to learn 
from me today; what do I want to accomplish today?” 
Another area I’d like to discuss is education. A 


healthy mind is just as 
important as a healthy 
body. But, we have 
quite a large number 
of students who do not 
make it all the way to 
graduation, and I want 
to help figure out a way 
to get all of you up on 
that stage to receive your 
diploma. And for those 
of you contemplating 
going back to get your 
GED - do it! Set your 
goals and go for it: no limits! You are in control of 
your destiny; no one puts limits on you but you. 

My childhood years were not picture perfect. I 
was surrounded by alcoholism and substance abuse, 
but I decided that I did not want to go down that path. 
So, I graduated high school and went on to college 
where I received both my bachelor’s and my master’s 
degrees. We all come from similar backgrounds, so if 
I can do it, then so can you! 

Watch for my next column, and please, if you 
have any comments or questions about health/fitness, 
wellness and education, please send them to me at 
plbowers 1 @aol.com. 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez is a Seminole Tribal 
citizen, an accomplished actress (film, television, 
theater) and vocalist who is a lifelong fitness 
enthusiast. 


The Seminole Tribe of Florida uses Express 
Scripts as the company to manage your prescription 
drug benefit. Express Scripts has indicated that it is 
attempting to control costs, and therefore to keep 
your prescription drugs affordable to the Tribe and 
accessible to you. 

Express Scripts has told us that because of 
proposed price increases by Walgreens, Express 
Scripts and Walgreens appear to be unable to reach 
an agreement to retain Walgreens as a participating 
provider in our prescription drug network in 2012. 
So while you may continue to use Walgreens as a 
preferred provider without interruption until Dec. 
31, 2011, unless Walgreens and Express Scripts 
reach an agreement before year end, it appears that 
Walgreens will stop participating as a provider in 
the Express Scripts pharmacy network, starting on 
Jan. 1, 2012. This means that if you choose to use 
Walgreens (or any other non-participating pharmacy) 
to fill a prescription in 2012, payment of the full 
(undiscounted) price for the prescription will be your 
responsibility. 

Fortunately, Express Scripts has analyzed other 
pharmacy options for you, and they have told us that 
on average, there is another pharmacy within half 
a mile of a Walgreens pharmacy that will still be 
considered “in network” on and after Jan. 1, 2012, 
and can fill prescriptions. Of course, we encourage 


you to consider utilizing our “in house” pharmacy 
(Seminole Pharmacy). 

If you wish to switch pharmacies for 2012 or at 
any other time, you can do any one of the following 
things: 

1 . Take your prescription bottle to the Seminole 
Pharmacy or other participating retailer; they 
will contact your old pharmacy to transfer your 
prescription. 

2. Call the Seminole Pharmacy at 1-866-961- 
7210 or other participating retail pharmacy and ask 
them to contact your old pharmacy to transfer your 
prescription. 

3 . Ask your doctor to call the Seminole Pharmacy 
or other participating retail pharmacy with your 
prescription information. 

You can find a complete list of local participating 
pharmacies by signing in to www.express-scripts.com 
and clicking on “Find a Pharmacy.” 

We appreciate your patience and understanding 
as Express Scripts implements this change. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call Express 
Scripts at 1-877-508-1379, Seminole Pharmacy 
at 1-866-961-7210, or you may contact one of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Clinics. 

This notice describes an upcoming administrative 
change that will impact you only if you currently use 
Walgreens pharmacies to fill your prescription drugs. 
Any prescriptions that you currently fill at other 
pharmacies will not be impacted at all by this change. 
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Editorial 


New casinos, 
Tribal budget 


So much work, so little 

time to talk 


• James E. Billie 

A s you may know 
already, there are strong 
indications that the 
State of Florida may allow other 
casinos to be built and operated in 
Florida. If this does happen, we will 
have to become involved because 
as you know, Seminole Tribe of 
Florida maintains the largest gaming 
operation in Florida, and the state 
has allowed us to operate gaming for 
several years. 

I’m proud to say that the money 
brought in to Florida by the Seminole 
Tribe through its Hard Rock and 
other casinos stays here in Florida. 
It does not go out of the country or 
even out of the state. But, as I am 
sure you understand, the impact to 
the Tribe from such a move by the 
state, is unknown at this time. The 
messages flowing in and out of 
Tallahassee are very complicated 
and political; everyone involved is 
either predicting or wondering just 
what the effect will be on their own 
part of the state. 

We do have our people out there 
and their ears are to the ground, 
trying to figure out which direction 
this is all going to go. As soon as I 
find out and get the feel of what is 
going on, I will have community 
meetings to bring Tribal members 
up to date. 

You will be seeing us on the 
three largest reservations concerning 
our budget, to involve community 
members in our discussions prior to 
voting to pass the budget. If there 


is a program 
that has been 
cut and you 
feel it should 
be kept, 
that it was 
contributing 
to your 
community, 

I hope you 
will attend 
and give us your advice in support 
or opposition to our budget cuts. 

Our budget cuts are not done to 
hurt anybody in the Tribe but rather 
to protect our financial situation and 
allow us to maintain the reserve 
we need to have. I’m sure there are 
many of you with questions, and 
I and the Council will be there to 
listen to your opinions and advice. 

Recently, the Council went to 
New York to meet with the people 
who rate bonds and I found out, to 
my amazement, that Hard Rock is 
one of the best, in fact the top-rated 
business, in the world. And that is 
due to our excellent management 
team headed by Mr. Jim Allen. 

I never dreamed that Seminole 
people would be working with such 
high-standard people. I would like 
to express my thanks to Jim Allen 
and his team. I’m hoping we will 
continue to develop other Hard 
Rock Casinos around the world. 
Thank you guys at the Hard Rock! 
Sho naa bisha! 

James E. Billie is Chairman of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 



• Tony Sanchez Jr. 

A s President, one of the concerns I struggle 
with, almost on a daily basis, relates 
directly to the great number of issues we 
are addressing on the Board. There is a lot going on 
these days, and we are committed to look closely at 
everything. The concern I am referring to, however, is 
not about work. It’s about time and how there seems to be 
less and less of this precious commodity available every 
day. We are examining all our many current enterprises 
to see how we can make them more efficient and more 
profitable and, at the same time, we are evaluating a 
number of brand new ideas, watching presentations and 
making daily decisions on how much time and money 
we want to spend, if any, on these new pursuits. 

It seems as if all my time is spent (either at the 
office or traveling) dealing with Tribal business. This 
is both exiting and frustrating because a key issue of 
my campaign is to return transparency to the Seminole 
government. I really want everyone to know what we are 
doing, so they will have confidence that every member 
of this Board is busy examining, evaluating and making 
decisions. I want Tribal members to take comfort that 
we are all working; none of us are just sitting back and 
waiting to see what happens. 

I am very proud of this Board and how we have all 
have stepped up to the challenges that faced us when 
we first came into office. But, transferring all of this 
information to our communities is proving very difficult. 
Obviously, it is not practical to have a community 
meeting at each reservation, every single night. For me 
to comment like this about all the issues we are working 
on would take up the whole Tribune. And that would 
only be one day! 

I worry every day that we are not imparting enough 
information to Tribal members. But we can’t have 
constant community meetings. Why just yesterday, after 


a full day at the office, I had to 
catch a helicopter in Hollywood 
at 5:45 to make it to a meeting 
in Brighton at 6:30 and then 
come back later for yet another 
meeting. There was just not 
enough time to sit down with 
everyone and say, “Here is what 
we did today!” 

It’s all made even more 
complicated by the fact Seminole Tribe has so many 
non-contiguous reservations and Tribal communities, 
some separated by wide distances. Most Tribes do not 
have this issue. Full transparency is also complicated 
by the fact that some of our Tribal business information 
is sensitive and must remain private to protect our 
business. Still from Tampa all the way down to Trail, 
I know people want to know what is going on. I don’t 
blame any of you. Knowledge is important. 

Your individual Representatives, Councilmen 
and Liaisons will help greatly in relaying important 
government information. You will continue to see us 
Board members at as many community events at all 
Tribal areas as possible. But, I feel we just have to do 
more and I can assure you I am trying to find a solution. 

So what do you think we should do? What do we have 
to create that will let everyone 1) know what is going on 
and 2) be able to comment? If you have any ideas, let 
me know! The last thing I want is for people to get their 
information from rumors or from unauthorized websites 
or through social media. I have only been President for a 
couple months and this is, perhaps, the most frustrating 
part of my job: not being able to communicate the way I 
want to with all the Tribal members. 

Tony Sanchez Jr. is President of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida Inc. 



INDIAN COUNTRY ROUNDUP 



First Native American TV 
channel launched 

FNX (First Nation’s Experience) Television 
became the first American Indian TV channel, Sept. 
25, when the 24/7 high-definition, multiplatform 
digital media vehicle was launched near San 
Bernardino in Southern California. Created through 
a partnership between the San Manuel Band of 
Mission Indians and PBS member station KVCR, 
FNX is the first multimedia venture in the United 
States created to accurately educate the general 
public about Native American realities. 

According to Larry Ciecalone, CEO of KVCR/ 
FNX, “we will launch the channel nationally next 
year,” producing authentic First Nations storytelling, 
documentaries, sports, feature films, drama series, 
news and comedy via the Internet and over the air, 
satellite and cable broadcast systems. San Manuel 
Vice Chairwoman Lynn Valbuena said, “Today, 
Indian Country can take pride in this first major step 
toward establishing a communications institution to 
secure a national and international presence utilizing 
the television medium - a communications medium 
that all Native and indigenous people can utilize to 
tell our stories about our cultures and history.” 

The inaugural program lineup included 
“Apache 8,” the compelling story of an all-female 
White Mountain Apache firefighting crew, and 
“Good Meat,” an engaging documentary about one 
man’s journey to improve his health by returning to 
a traditional Lakota diet. Within a year, the channel 
will have 24-hour, all-Native programs and will be 
available to Indian Country via Internet streaming. 

- Newspaper Rock 


Removing Klamath River 
dams boon to Tribes and Salmon 

A plan to remove four dams on the Klamath 
River in Oregon and California could be a great start 
for the recovery of both decimated salmon runs in 
the Northwest and Tribal economies built on the 
spectacular fish. Since time immemorial, salmon in 
the Klamath River basin were the basis of Tribal diets, 
their trade and barter systems; religious ceremonies; 
and communities — the very lives of the Salmon 


People: the Yurok, Karuk, Klamath, Quartz Valley, 
Hoopa and Resighini. Dams for hydropower and 
irrigation, along with other insults to the ecosystem, 
have gutted the multiple yearly salmon runs. Now, 
fishermen must rely on only the fall Chinook run. 

Over the past century, the number of salmon in 
the run has dwindled from millions of fish to less 
than 100,000 in most years. Taking out the dams will 
allow the fish to return to the cold water mountain 
streams where they spawned for thousands of years 
and potentially survive even in the face of climate 
change. Tribal members hope that dam removal will 
also give them a brighter future, that it will also open 
the door for a resurgence of the once-strong Tribal 
economies that relied on salmon. Drug and alcohol 
abuse, health issues and the exodus of youth are all 
linked, Tribal leaders say, to the lack of salmon. 

-sfgate.com 


Salazar reiterates Obama 
commitment to Indian Country 

Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar 

reaffirmed the Obama 
administration ’ s 
commitment to Indian 
Country recently, 
saying one of the 
president’s “highest 
priorities” is that the 
Interior work on behalf 
of American Indian 
interests and “make 
sure that they get their rightful place at the table.” 
Salazar’s comments came in Lower Elwha Klallam, 
Wash., during a celebration to mark the beginning 
of the demolition of two hydroelectric dams on the 
Elwha River, which have inundated Klallam village 
sites, resource sites, and fishing and hunting areas 
since 1912, cutting endangered salmon off from 70 
miles of their historical upriver habitat. 

“When he brought me in to be secretary of the 
Interior there were a number of priorities that we 
agreed upon,” Salazar said of President Obama. “One 
of those priorities was to make sure that we were 
standing up for Tribal issues, which had been so long 


neglected in these 
United States, for 
over four centuries. 

Another priority 
was for us to move 
forward with a new 
conservation agenda 
for the 21st century 
. . . We all know that 
the First Americans 
were here long before 
we came. They 
were here since time 
immemorial. Some of us here may ask ourselves, 
‘Well, how long have you lived here in this country,’ 
and you can say a generation or two or three or four. 
In my case and in my daughter Melinda’s case, we 
can say about 400 years. But that’s nothing. That’s 
nothing in comparison to the time that Native 
Americans have inhabited these lands we call the 
United States of America. And yet for four centuries 
this country looked the other way, if not in persecution 
and in oppression, they never recognized the treaty 
rights and other rights that were inherent in all those 
treaties for Native Americans ... So Barack Obama, 
who has the title, the honorary name of Black Eagle 
from the Crow Tribe in Montana, said to me, ‘One 
of my highest priorities is that you work on behalf of 
Native American interests and make sure that they 
get their rightful place at the table.’ ” 

- Pechanga.net 


Man sentenced for paintball on 
sacred petroglyphs 

David Smith of Bullhead City, Ariz., will spend 
15 months in prison, pay $9,995 in restitution, 
perform 50 hours of community service and remain 
on probation for one year for splattering sacred 
petroglyphs - some more than 800 years old - in the 
Grapevine Canyon sector of Lake Mead National 
Recreation Artea in Nevada with a paintball gun back 
in March 2010. He could have been fined $100,000 
and charged for the cost of the cleanup ($5,000) 
for this grievous violation of the Archaelogical 
Resources Protection Act of 1979. 

- Indian Country Today 


Navajos and Utes must 
protect endangered minnow 

The multimillion-dollar water settlement 
with the Navajo and Ute Nations and others in the 
Colorado River system include mandates for the 
well-being of an endangered fish once treasured by 
American Indians: the 3 -million-year-old Colorado 
pikeminnow, formerly known by the derogatory 
name “Colorado squawminnow.” Once known to 
grow up to six feet, but today only reaching about 
half that size, the pikeminnow is the largest minnow 
in the world, with a taste compared to salmon. It joins 
the razorback sucker, and the humpback and ponytail 
chubs in the Upper Colorado River Endangered Fish 
Recovery Program. 

- Indian Country Today 


Treasury awards $1 1.85 million 
to benefit low-income Native 
communities 

Nearly a month after a historical $142 
million was disbursed for distressed communities 
nationwide, the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s 
Community Development Financial Institutions 
Fund (CDFI Fund) awarded 35 organizations an 
additional $11.85 million. The organizations, mostly 
in rural areas, serve low-income and distressed 
Native communities in 17 states. 

“The awards announced today clearly 
demonstrate the successful growth of the Native 

CDFI movement 
across the country,” 
said CDFI Fund 
Director Donna 
J. Gambrell at 
the National 

Native Hawaiian 
Convention, where 
Hawaii received 
seven awards, the 
most of any state 
this year. 

-cdfifund.gov 
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Sell five papers, buy an RC Cola 


• Moses Jumper Jr. 

I want to thank The Seminole 
Tribune for the opportunity to 
write this column. I’m sure many 
of you know that my mother, Betty Mae 
Jumper, was the editor of The Tribune and 
that she had a little portion of that paper in 
which she wrote articles consisting of her 
thoughts, her faith and many times, stories 
and memories she shared with her readers. 
I hope to keep this tradition going as I share 
things I hope you will enjoy reading. 

As Thanksgiving comes upon us, we as 
Seminole Tribal members can be thankful 
for many, many things. I, for one, am 
thankful for the lessons my mother showed 
me while growing up. As a youngster she 
had us peddling the first newspaper the 
Tribe had in the early 60s. It was called The 
Seminole News. She would drop us off at 
some stores along 441 where people would 
shop, and she would tell us to sell the papers 
for a dime or whatever they gave you for 
it. For each paper we sold, we would get 
2 cents. Sell five papers and we could buy 
an RC Cola! This was a lesson in working, 
saving, buying and budgeting your money. 
Today, I am thankful for the money we 
have among our people, but it is those same 
principles we must instill in our lives and 


the lives of our 
young people. 

In the 70s, 
the name of the 
Tribe’s second 
newspaper was 
The Alligator 
Times. This paper 
lasted a few years 
and I inherited the 
Editorship. When 
I say “inherited,” 

I mean the paper 
went through a 
few Editors and no one really wanted the 
nonpaying job of being the Editor. So, 
I picked up the box of old newspapers, 
some articles, some cameras and junk and 
proceeded to take on the challenge as Editor. 
Believe me, it was quite an experience. It 
gave me an opportunity to write. 

This is one of the first poems I put into 
that paper. 

Remember Thanksgiving and most of 
all be Thankful to God every day. 

Moses “ Big Shot” Jumper Jr. is 
director of Hollywood Recreation for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 



Thanksgiving 


Today is a day is a day of giving 
Thanks to you. 

For which many of us have given so 
few 

We never stop to realize all you’ve 
done. 

Earth’s creation, man, and the giving 
of your son. 

We go on in life taking everything 
for granted in time. 

Till we realize we lost some thing for 
which we search to find. 

We search the heavens and the earth 
below 

Seeking to find what’s troubling our 
soul. 

In our hectic pace we’ve never 
stopped for 
just a minute or two 
To let ourselves realize that it’s all 
because of you 

You created everything in great 
design 

But in our selfishness we have tore it 
down in time. 

And to think of the disappointments 
my 

life has brought to you 
Yet you love me even in spite of 
what I must have 


put you thru. 

Father forgive me, for if I only knew 
The pain and suffering Jesus went 
thru 

Perhaps in time I’ll realize all you’ve 
done 

The stars, the earth, heavens, moon 
and sun. 

Lord, now I see I’m an important 
part of your 
revolving plan, 

And I thank you for that nail-scarred 
hand. 

Thank you for my family, friends and 
home. 

Thank you for helping me realize I’m 
never alone. 

And I thank you Lord each day 
for the opportunity I have to pray 

I thank you for this country where a 
man 

can be free 

To worship and pray to thee. 

And Father thank you most of all for 
delivering 

me from this world of sin. 
Helping me realize I’ll never have 
to go back to where I’ve been. 

- Moses Jumper Jr. 
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Photo 1: This sign used to stand on the Brighton Reservation. 
It is now housed by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 



Photo 3: In this photograph, blue and orange lines enhance 
the portions of the map that remain on the sign. Now the 
outline of the Brighton Reservation can be clearly seen. 



Photo 2: This 
ariel map 
shows the 
boundaries of 
the Brighton 
Reservation. 
Map courtesy 
of the Tribal 
Historic 
Preservation 
Office. 


If you have additional information on these photographs including participants and the occasion 
for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 877-902-1113 to share your knowledge. 

seeks information on historic road sign 



BY JAMES POWELL 
Associate Registrar 


In addition to books, manuscripts 
and artworks, the Museum houses a wide 
variety of artifacts related to the history 
of the Seminole Tribe. Many of these 
artifacts are large and require special 
processing, handling and storage. Pictured 
above are two sections of what was once 
a much larger outdoor sign made up of 
several boards. Carved into the sign, and 
once painted in white, are the words, 
“Reservation” and “Established June 13, 
1935.” Additional lines carved on the left 
side, some painted in yellow or green, 
may have formed a basic map. Each 
board measures approximately 9 feet by 4 
inches long and 10 inches wide. Recently, 
the Museum processed this sign into the 
permanent collection. The sign was placed 
in the Museum’s permanent storage area 
located in Big Cypress. While most of the 
Museum’s permanent collections are made 
of smaller to mid-sized items related to 
Seminole history and culture - for example 
dolls, baskets and beaded items - the 


Museum also has some larger historic items 
that need protection for future generations 
to enjoy. These larger objects can be a 
challenge to permanently store because of 
their size, but since it is part of our mission 
to collect and preserve the Tribe’s history, 
we store signs such as this and they, in turn, 
help us fulfill our mission. 

In addition to storage concerns, 
processing this large, historic wooden 
sign into the Museum’s permanent 
collection also presented a challenge to 
conservation. The two boards of the sign 
are severely weathered and have been 
greatly damaged by insect activity. The 
Museum’s conservator searched for, but 
did not discover, any evidence of living 
insects in the wood. Before placing it in 
permanent storage, each board was brushed 
and vacuumed to remove any loose dirt, 
insect remains and surface growths. Loose 
splinters of wood were reattached to the 
sign with adhesive. The boards were then 
covered in a protective housing to best 
preserve the sign and protect all items in 
storage. 

Museum staff has limited information 


on the history of this sign. However, the 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office assisted 
us by determining that the map on the sign 
represents the Brighton Reservation. They 
were able to overlay an aerial map of the 
reservation onto the sign boards and match 
the reservation boundaries. The above 
pictures show how this process revealed 
the true nature of the map. Technological 
collaboration like this really increases the 
Museum’s ability to preserve Seminole 
history! 

We hope Tribune readers can provide 
further information about this sign. Does 
anyone recall where exactly on the Brighton 
Reservation the sign was located or what 
the complete sign looked like? Also, does 
anyone have a photograph showing the 
sign in place on the reservation? If you 
have any information on this sign, please 
call the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 877- 
902-1113 or visit the Museum’s website 
at www.ahtahthiki.com to share your 
knowledge. Thank you! 

- Juan Cancel, THPO - Chief Data 
Analyst, also contributed to this article. 


| HAH-TUNG-KE 


THE BATTIEST BROTHERS 


Editor’s note: Hah-tung-ke is a feature in which The Tribune profiles a Seminole artist and his or her work. This month features the Battiest 
Brothers and includes the lyrics to one of their songs. Hah-tung-ke means music in Mikasuki. 

For an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminoletribune.org/hah-tung-ke/ 


The Storm 

By Doc featuring Spencer Battiest 



T hat’s right. One night. Spencer’s 
brother, performance artist Doc 
(Zach) Battiest, was in their home 
recording studio arranging different musics, 
sounds, rhythms and melodies together - 
“building a track,” it is called. As a child, 

Doc traveled with his family’s gospel tour 
all over the country, developing an early ear 
for music and a precocious eye for dramatic 
styling. At 1 6, he began serious arranging, 
writing and performing hip hop and rap. A 
gifted musician, Doc plays drums, bass and 
piano; but writing and arranging are his 
focus. 

Spencer said he walked in on Doc 
building the song and listened hard. 

Spencer, 21, knows the music he 
likes. A performer since 4, he is a gifted 
R&B singer and actor, opening shows for 
Aerosmith, Sting, Bruce Springsteen and 
the Police at Hard Rock Calling festivals in 
Hyde Park, London. He has performed live 
on ESPN, HBO and Showtime and has been 
mentioned in Rolling Stone. 

Instincts told Spencer that Doc had 
something really great going on: “I thought 
maybe this is it. So we pulled out our 
history. Everything we could remember, all 
the stories we heard growing up. And we 
had it completely done in 24 hours.” 

Soon as it was finished, the brothers, 
both Seminole Tribal citizens, dropped off 
copies at several elders’ homes, including 
their grandma. And they brought a copy to 
Chairman James E. Billie. “I listened to it, over and over, trying to find 
something wrong, somewhere they messed up, and I couldn’t find it,” 
said Billie. “I told them it was wonderful, a credit to our Tribe.” 

Composed as a tribute to the Seminole Tribe, The Storm features 
the rhythmic rap of “Doc” Battiest blended with the soulful blues 
melodies of brother Spencer. The song’s lyrics capture the Tribe’s 
compelling early history, leaving the listener emotional, defiant, sad 
and triumphant. Strong lyrics describe the cruelty of warfare with 
encroaching U.S. Armies, silent mothers suffocating crying babies with 
mud as marauding soldiers creep by, even the great warrior Osceola’s 
dramatic declaration of non- surrender. Key lines refute the cliched 
current public caricatures of the Seminoles and assert power and unity. 

Powerful images suggested by the lyrics led the Brothers to 
famous Director Steven Paul Judd (Kiowa-Choctaw), who produced 
a stunning music video of The Storm filmed entirely on Seminole land 
and in historic Tribal locations. Both song and video paid homage to 
the Battiests’ parents, grandparents and Tribal leaders, incorporating a 
love of the ancestry, Tribal culture and personal insight of the Battiests’ 
upbringing. 

Relayed from the point of view of a modern-day Seminole, the 


video opens with the Battiest brothers pulling up in a Bentley, later 
cutting to emotional images of the duo performing in a recreated 
traditional Tribal campsite on the Big Cypress Seminole Reservation. 
Black and white, still and moving, images of prominent historical 
Seminoles and their families are featured throughout the production. 

Chairman Billie’s voice begins the video speaking in Mikasuki, 
recorded at Doc’s same home Midnight Studios. 

In addition to the video premiering in several film festivals, 
including the prestigious ImagineNATIVE Film Fest in Canada, 
the song was nominated for Song Single of the Year, Best Hip Hop 
Recording and was used to propel the Battiest Brothers into the Best 
Debut Artist category at the Native American Music Awards held Oct. 
8 at the Seneca Casino in Niagara Falls, N.Y. (See NAMMY story on 
page 6A.) 

“The most memorable music is music with a purpose,” Spencer 
said. “We’ve listened to the stories and songs of our Tribe since we 
were 4 or 5 years old. Our music and this video pays reverence to the 
unconquered spirit they represent, and we wanted to pass these cultural 
treasures along. We owe a debt of love to many.” 

-Peter B. Gallagher 


Years ago, my people were hunted because of where they lived 
They were driven out of where they had been established for many 

years 

One day terrorists came from overseas, they raped and pillaged my 

people 

The only options we had been left with was fight, surrender, or die. 
We ain’t gonna surrender. 

We weathered the storm and through the rain, Came out of the darkness 
into the day. 

Left all my tears Hope still they don’t fade away Never forget how 
they were coming for me 

We weathered the storm and through the rain, stab of the knife meant 
we’re here to stay. 

No fear of the fight that would be headed our way, Always remember 
what our people gave. 

Before the cars before the jays on my feet, before the Rez before the 
rock before we had our money. 

We once was warriors farm keepers of the land, No weapon formed 
against us could ever withstand. 

They thought they Had our number when they tried to wipe us out. 

Driven us south thinking on what watches was talking about. 

A full camp that was hiding in the swamp could hear the soldiers 
getting closer dead on the hunt, 

And then a little baby started crying aloud, poor mama had to put mud 
inside the baby’s mouth, 

Quietly the soldiers walked on by, Mama checked on baby and silently 
cried. Little baby had already suffocated and died. 

The ultimate sacrifice to save the camp’s life, Today I live with 
grandma’s words in my mind, 

That’s why I scream Seminole till the day that I die 
They called us wild ones and also runaways, The U.S. Government 
tried to Annihilate, But let’s get something straight, 

My people turned and fought, We used the ground around us from 
there we couldn’t be stopped, no 

Kept sending bands and militias out to kill us American terrorists put 
us number one on the hit list, 

Since they couldn’t take us way now here we stay. Standing strong 
with out heads up the Seminole way. 

Tradition flows like the blood in our veins, we’ll never forget from 
where we came, Unconquered even today, 

And u can tell by the smile on my face That I’m a warrior up holdin’ 
the mic, Giving you a little history so you can get it right, 

Yeah, With an army of three thousand strong, We’ll forever be together 
it don’t matter the storm. No 
We’ve got no way of knowing 
Whose next of where we are going, 

So we fight to stay alive, 

Now I stand up with my life, 

Yeah 

Yeah yeah, 

Check it, 

I weathered the storm 
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Maroonec 

Chevrolet 






8600 PINES BLVD 



SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM 
SERVICE NOURS: M9NDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESERT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. 
OFFERS GOOD OR DATE OF PUBLICATIOH ORLY URLESS OTHERWISE STATED. ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. ROT RESPORSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ORLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSIOH OF EMI GOLDER TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1990-2000 AUTONATION INC. 
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Education B 


Charter School students take 
oath of office for Student Council 



Rachel Buxton 

Michael Garcia is sworn in as Chairman by Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Students raised their right hands on Sept. 
22 and took an oath to represent their school the best they could 
at the Charter School student council inauguration held at the 
Brighton Veterans’ Building. 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. swore in 10 
students, nine as elected Student Council representatives and one 
leading Chairman for Pemayetv Emahakv. 

“When you raise that right hand, it has to mean something,” 
Council Rep. Bowers said. “If you say you’re going to do 
something, you do it.” 

Elected representatives came forward one at a time, took 
their oath and then addressed the crowd, giving an acceptance 


speech in their native Creek language. 

Pemayetv Emahakv conducts its 
Student Council in the form of a mock 
Tribal Council, giving the students 
a hands-on feel of what the Tribal 
government might be like. 

“It’s very important to involve the 
students in the government process 
because they have to know where and 
how we came to be,” said Student 
Council organizer Jade Braswell. 

Prior to the inauguration, students 
had to get a petition and get 1 0 signatures 
just like Tribal Council representatives 
have to do. They then had to give a 
speech in front of their student body 
saying why they deserved the position. 

Jalynn Jones told students that if 
elected, she would do all she could to 
get an art room for the Charter School. 

“I decided to run for student 
council because I knew it would be 
fun,” Kalgary Johns said. “I didn’t 
come up with differences; I just told 
them whatever they thought needed to 
be changed, that they could come to me 
and tell me.” 

Trevor Thomas, who has been a 
representative twice before, said he 
spoke to his classmates during lunch 
and recess and told them what he could 
do for them. 

“I just feel that I made many 
changes at our school for the better 
before, so I thought I could do the same 
this year,” Thomas said. 

Chairman James E. Billie and 
Brighton Board Rep. Larry Howard also attended the inauguration 
ceremony, watching students complete the election process. 

“This really finalized that whole piece that actually showed 
them the road that someone would take to be elected,” said 
principal Brian Greseth. “They knew what they were doing 
was important and a responsibility and they accepted that 
responsibility.” 

Students elected into Student Council include: Sydney 
Matthews, Draco Billie, Elle Thomas, Jaylen Baker, Brienna 
Brockman, Alyke Baker, Jalynn Jones, Trevor Thomas, Kalgary 
Johns and Michael Garcia. 

+ Please see more photos on page 2B 


Tribal students tour Immokalee Technical Center, 
learn about possible career opportunities 



Ahfachkee students check out the tools in the 1-Tech Automotive Workshop. 


Judy Weeks 


BY JU DY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — An open field of opportunities was 
presented to the students of the Ahfachkee School when they 
toured the Immokalee Technical Center (I-Tech) on Oct. 5. An 
accredited institute of higher education, the teaching facility is 
in its fourth year of operation and serves a broad spectrum of 
individuals. 

“I-Tech’s mission is to provide rigorous and relevant real- 
world educational experiences using both traditional and distance 
learning models in order to qualify students for employment 
and career advancement,” said administrative staffer Gerald 
Williams. “Our college accepts students with a minimum age of 
16 through adulthood and requires a High School Diploma or 
General Education Diploma (GED) for entry in our technology 
programs. The Literacy Department offers assistance in obtaining 
a GED.” 

“Our major focus is student welfare, which means that we 
want you to derive the most benefit possible from the time that 
you spend with us,” said Administration Director Dr. Kirkland. 
“Throughout your life, you will spend a lot of time at work and it 
is important that you enjoy what you are doing.” 

Representing the Seminole Tribe’s Education Department, 
Higher Education recruiter Luis Yeguez, K-12 adviser Carine 
Eugene and science instructional aide Vicki Pratt assisted the 
Ahfachkee students throughout their tour of the facility and 
introduced them to some of the adult Tribal members currently 
attending I-Tech. 

“Don’t underestimate your potential! Higher education is 


challenging and offers fulfillment,” Yeguez said. “During the 
2011 school year, we had nine GED graduates from this area that 
recognized the need to get an education. The Tribe currently has 
six I-Tech students seeking certification in a variety of vocations: 
Megan Otero Perez - Licensed Practical Nurse; Randy Osceola 
- Automotive Mechanic; Bobbie Billie - Medical Records 
Technician; Mornin Osceola - Cosmetology; Mary Ann Doctor 
and Lennie Jim - Heavy Equipment Mechanics.” 

The students had an opportunity to visit classrooms, 
workshops and laboratories where classes were currently in 
session and received detailed information from the instructors 
in each department regarding the multitude of technologies. 
However, they all agreed that the most rewarding part of the tour 
came from talking to the adult Tribal members about their new 
careers and reasons for going back to school. 

In the Medical Administrative Specialist Computer Lab, 
Reagan Whitecloud observed her mother, Bobbie Billie, learning 
the ins and outs of business technology programs. “I am 41 years 
old and working on getting a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration someday,” Billie said. “It’s been several years 
since I started working on my degree and then took time off to 
have a family. My children are the joy of my life, but I have 
always wanted to finish the education that I started. Education 
is the key to being self-reliant and opens the door to a world of 
opportunities. I plan to be a positive example for my children and 
have set a goal for each of them to finish college before leaving 
home.” 

+ Please see I-TECH on page 4B 


Ahfachkee students 
gain reading interest at 
Literacy and Book Fair 



Naji Tobias 

Third-graders from Sue Tiger’s class recite a poem entitled Reading is Fun during the dinner show 
segment of the fourth annual Ahfachkee School’s Literacy and Book Fair on Sept. 29 at the Herman 
L. Osceola Gymnasium in Big Cypress. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — As Ahfachkee 
School senior Rowdey Osceola scanned the 
pages of a book entitled Hunger Games , he 
noticed a vibe that flowed throughout the 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium on Sept. 
29. 

Osceola - just one of dozens of 
students, staff and community members at 
the Tribal school’s fourth annual Literacy 
and Book Fair - talked about how proud 
he felt to have participated in the academic 
function. 

“Reading will help us learn more in 
school,” Osceola said. “It will prepare us for 
the outside world, and it allows us to keep 
our grades up.” 

Osceola, who ended up taking the 
Hunger Games book home with him, 
discussed briefly how the literary work 
captured his interest as a student. 

“What I like about the book is that it 
reflects on the Roman way of life back in 
the day,” Osceola said. “It almost looks like 
a survival of romance novel.” 

Though the Hunger Games theme 
didn’t exactly represent the school event, 
it did serve as a popular read with other 
students and staff members, as Osceola and 
others discussed the book together at one 
of the Literacy Fair’s booths. The Literacy 
and Book Fair’s theme was called “Reading 
Takes You Places.” 

The fair contained more than 1 0 booths 
geared toward improving the literacy of 
the entire Ahfachkee School student body 
- something that drew much satisfaction 
from new Ahfachkee principal Lucy Dafoe. 
In addition to the display booths, the fair 
also had a costume parade in which all 
lower-grade Ahfachkee students dressed in 
a variety of costumes to show their pride at 
the Literacy Fair. The costume parade was 
followed by a dinner show, which featured 
a host of poetry segments, stories and 
songs performed by many of the Ahfachkee 



Naji Tobias 

Peggy Sue Cypress, 5, wears a Belle costume 
inspired by the Beauty and the Beast movie 
during the Ahfachkee School’s Literacy and 
Book Fair on Sept. 29. 


students. 

“When Ahfachkee sponsors an event, 
we need to have our students directly 
involved,” Dafoe said. “Students practiced 
poems, stories, songs all to promote literacy 
and the importance and value of reading. 
The costume parade allowed students to 
dress as a favorite character or book and it 
was fun. It was a chance for the students to 
showcase student accomplishments.” 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Minnie 
Tigertail, who is the grandmother of 8-year- 
old Athena Bert, said she was pleased with 
the turnout and how the event transpired. 

“There were a whole lot of books 
available,” Tigertail said. “You could read 
anything from science to literature to math. 
With all the booths at the fair, it seemed like 
you were going around the world here.” 

Tigertail said Bert has made many 
academic strides in reading. 

“The teachers and tutors have been a 
great help to my granddaughter,” Tigertail 
said. “Athena really likes to read now and 
she has a lot of books at home. It is showing 
in her work at school. She’s been improving 
a lot.” 

As the 2011-2012 academic year 
progresses, Dafoe would like to see the 
steady improvement continue in reading 
with Bert and all of her schoolmates. But 
for now, the Ahfachkee principal has been 
happy with the fusion of energy that has 
taken place in her short time at the Tribal 
school. In addition, Ahfachkee School 
officials said they also plan to host an event 
like this next year for the purpose of literacy 
enhancement within its student body. 

“This was a nice community and school 
collaborative event,” Dafoe said. “The 
staff worked hard to make sure the booths, 
performances and dinner was all ready for 
the Literacy Fair. I enjoyed seeing the many 
levels of interaction; family with students, 
staff with parents, staff with students, family 
to family. It was an interactive gathering 
with something for everyone.” 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School students Nushee Billie, 4, 
left, and Destiny Cypress, 10, right, read some 
fictional books during the fourth annual Literacy 
and Book Fair. 
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Ahfachkee’s art class pays visit to Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 



Naji Tobias 

On Oct. 4, Ahfachkee School art teacher Ivette Lopez, center, and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum exhibit manager Greg Palumbo, 
left, instruct the Ahfachkee School’s kindergarten through second-grade art students as they create special works of art 
that will be displayed on the Museum’s wall exhibit this fall. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School second-grader Harmony Cypress, 7, holds 
her frog portrait on display at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum on 
Oct. 4. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School first-grader Kassim Stockton Jr., 6, shows 
off his art portrait of a turtle at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
on Oct. 4. 



Rachel Buxton 

The 2011-2012 Charter School Student Council poses with Tribal officials. 


+ More photos from Charter School Student Council on page IB 


Rachel Buxton 

Charter School students shake hands with newly elected Student Council representatives in the traditional receiving line. 



Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. congratulates 
Jaylen Baker as the third-grade representative. 


Kindergarten representative Sydney Matthews repeats the Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. gives Trevor Thomas, left, and Michael Garcia, right, advice on how to be the best 
oath after Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. representatives they can be. 
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Tribal youth learn the soap carving craft 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Willie Smith, 7, Event host Victor Billie of Big Cypress Culture shows Tribal youngster 
crafts a turtle out of soap at the Sept. 20 event. Nicholas Andrews how to carve items with his knife out of soap. 



Naji Tobias 

From left: Mikiyela Cypress, Shana Balentine, Alena Stockton and Osianna Crespo carve out soap designs of turtles and 
canoes during a Sept. 20 event at the Big Cypress Library hosted by Big Cypress Culture’s Victor Billie and the Big Cypress 
Library staff. 
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Big Cypress hosts Gig Making Class 


Naji Tobias 

During the Sept. 14 Gig Making Class at the Big Cypress Culture Camp, Tribal youngsters Chaska Onco, left, and Elisha Billie, 
center, watch Tribal citizen Pedro Zepeda as he nails the gig head onto a pole point and secures it in the process. 



Naji Toias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Willie Smith, 7, learns the 
proper formation of gig throwing from Big Cypress Culture’s 
Victor Billie during the Sept. 14 Gig Making Class at the Big 
Cypress Culture Camp. 



Naji Toias 

Hollywood Culture’s Bobby Frank secures the pole, so it won’t 
splint or move while the gig making process goes on during 
the Sept. 14 Seminole culture-inspired event. 
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Front Ro wUSA . com 



Concerts | Theatre 1 Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call usl 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 
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DISNEY ON ICE 
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CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWU5A.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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♦ l-TECH 

From page IB 


The instructor in the Heavy Equipment Technology 
Department has 25 years of experience in his field and 
believes that a desire to learn is the most valuable tool 
that students can take to any classroom. When Mary 
Ann Doctor enrolled in the course, he feared that she 
wasn’t strong enough and probably wouldn’t complete 
her certification. However, she fooled everyone when 
she received the highest score they had ever had on the 
mechanical aptitude test and she dives into her work 
each day with enthusiasm. As his star pupil, she is 
learning to rebuild diesel engines, transmissions and 
hydraulics. 

“I have enjoyed working in secretarial and office 
jobs within the Tribe for a number of years but feel that 
it is time to acquire a career in a new field,” said Mornin 
Osceola as she shampooed a head in the Cosmetology 
Lab. “I want to encourage all of you to get an education 
that will provide you with a rewarding career and 
ensure your independence. The economy is undergoing 
difficult times, and you should provide yourself with 
survival skills through job training.” 

The Ahfachkee students witnessed a field of 
opportunities with no limitations as they traveled 
throughout the I-Tech facilities from Child Care, 
Culinary Arts, Nurses Training, Computer & Business 
Technology, Mechanics, Diversified Construction 
Courses to Architecture and Multimedia Design. 

“Education hasn’t always been within reach for our 
people who survived off the land as they had done for 
thousands of years prior to the attempted domination by 
the European cultures,” said Chairman James E. Billie. 
“Around the 1850s a concentrated effort was made 
to assimilate Native Americans into the white society 
through enforced education, which was followed by 


■ 



Judy Weeks 

Steve Billie and Taylor Pratt examine an anatomy model in the 
Nursing Lab at I-Tech. 


a period of denied educational rights and segregation. 
When our leaders organized under their Constitution in 
1957, they set a priority for education for our children 
and recognized it as an important survival skill. That 
priority hasn’t changed, and the Tribe is currently 
striving to identify potential and encourage our young 
people to enter educational fields to benefit their 
individual needs. Education will provide the tools to 
ensure that we will never be left behind.” 


It’s Hammer Time 



SUBMITTED BY THO MMY DOUD 
Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club Manager 


BIG CYPRESS — If you were at the Big Cypress 
Boys & Girls Club on Sept. 16, you would have 
thought you had entered an active construction zone by 
mistake. The sounds of hammers pounding; sandpaper 
scratching; and voices shouting, “I need more nails” or 
“Can I borrow your hammer” filled the thick, humid, 
late summer Florida air. 

But this was no ordinary work site and the 
voices and laughter that rang out did not come from 
construction workers finishing a job. Members of the 
Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club actually did the work 
as they participated in the first of many projects planned 
and facilitated by the Big Cypress 4-H Department. The 
4-H Department presented a woodworking project that 
entailed building a keepsake box out of lumber and 
other materials. The youth and staff worked diligently 
on their projects, lining up wood and nailing it into 
place, all while having fun and sharing time together. 

“I had a lot of fun making the keepsake boxes” said 
Caleb Billie, a Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club member. 

Approximately 20 Club members and staff from 
both the Big Cypress 4-H Department and the Big 
Cypress Boys & Girls Club labored for two days on 

the project and when finished, it yielded beautiful, 

handmade keepsake boxes, excited youth and a new 

partnership geared toward building positive activities for the youth of the Big Cypress Reservation. 

“I would like to say thanks to all of the youth at Boys & Girls Club,” said Toi Andrews, director of the Big 
Cypress 4-H Department. “I had a great time. It was exciting to get out into the community and work with the 
kids. All the kids did such a phenomenal job on their keepsake boxes.” 

The Big Cypress 4-H Department and the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club will provide weekly 4-H activities 
at the Club located at the Ahfachkee School. For more information about the Big Cypress 4-H programs, 
contact Toi Andrews at 863-983-3436. 


Thommy Doud 

Caleb Billie happily participates in the Big Cypress Boys & 
Girls Club/4-H event. 



Judy Weeks 

Mornin Osceola talks education with Sydnee Cypress, Reagan Whitecloud and Sabre Billie as she works on her Cosmetology 
Certification course at I-Tech. 



Thommy Doud Thommy Doud 

Alissa Brooks and Jalycia Billie concentrate as they work on their Mikiyela Cypress works hard on her keepsake box. 
keepsake boxes during the Sept. 16 event. 
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DRIVER LICENSE SUSPENDED? 

REINSTATE IT NOW!!! 

Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. 

954 - 760-7600 

For a LIMITED TIME Oi 
Florida law may give yoi 
2nd chance to undo you 

ded license. 


Time is running out to apply!!! 

Lost Your License??? • Get It Back Now!!! 


Is the HTO suspension from three suspended license (DWLS) convictions ? 
Was one of them for failing to pay a ticket, child support or some other money? 

If Yes to both, then you may get a second chance. 


Call Guy J. Seligman, P.A. • Fort Lauderdale FL • 954-760-7600 




5B • The Seminole Tribune • October 28, 2011 


Charter School students dress in traditional attire for clothing contest 




Rachel Buxton 

Left to right: Alyke Baker, Conner Thomas and Aidan Tommie take first, second and third place, respectively, in the fifth- 
grade division of the Charter School’s traditional dress competition Sept. 22 at the Brighton Veterans’ Building. 


Rachel Buxton 

Second-grade boys line up for the judges during the Charter School’s traditional dress competition Sept. 22 held at the 
Brighton Veterans’ Building. 



Rachel Buxton 

Fourth-grade girls don their traditional patchwork clothing Sept. 22 at the Charter School’s traditional competition at the 
Brighton Veterans’ Building. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Kindergarten winners stand proud in their traditional attire 
during the traditional dress competition on Sept. 22. 


Rachel Buxton 

Michele Thomas awards Makya King with first place in the 
Charter School’s first-grade traditional dress competition. 
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JUDITH A._HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 



Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


(954) 525-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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Charter School students visit a piece 
of history on the Brighton Reservation 


Rachel Buxton 

Students from Pemayetv Emahakv sit around a campfire at the old Billy Bowlegs campsite during their first history field trip Oct. 13 
on the Brighton Reservation. Martha Jones and Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., grandchildren of the late Billy Bowlegs 
III, share memories of their late grandfather and time spent on the campsite. 


Tartmg words from 'RacHeC 'Buxton 


Dear My Brighton JamiCy , 

I sayfamdy because you aCChave definiteCy become my second famiCy. (As most of you 
know by now I have [eft SeminoCe Media Troductions and the SeminoCe Tribe . 

AVhen I first started, everyone kept teCCing me how Brighton was the difficuCt 
community, so beware . They warned me that it wouCdtake awhdefor you ad to 
Cet me in . So, I started, I met quite a few community members, I covered my first 
events... and Tm thinking. . . “AVJj(AT?! DifficuCt? These are the nicest and most [aid 
backpeopCe . They must have said the wrong reservation by mistake because Brighton 

is definite [y not difficuCt 

I have no compCaints when it comes to the Brighton community . OnCy very fond 
memories . you are one bigfamiCy and I Cove that, and I thank you for aCCowing me to 

be apart of it for three years. 

It was a difficuCt decision to Ceave because of that very reason. I can t fathom not 
seeing BiCCie and Ms. Mary Jo, MicheCe Thomas, Ms. Connie, (grandpa (Howard, Mr. 
Norman, AViCCie Johns, (Amos Tiger, Ms. (Addie or Ms. (ACice on a reguCar basis and 

trust me I couCd keep Cisting names. 

you aCC have become so dear to my heart. BspeciaCCy the TribaC youth. It amazes me 
how much they’ve grown up in Just three years. There’s so much potentiaC in the 
youth coming up. I have seen the future TribaC leaders of tomorrow and am confident 
the Tribe wiCConCy become even more successful with them as headers. 

L Kirsten and (Everett, it was the highCight of my summer having you two work with 
me. you heCpedput a smde on my face during a difficuCt time. Neither one of you 
wiCCever know what you did for me this past summer. 

So, to the entire community, I thank you for teaching me your cuCture . Thank you for 
Cetting me become part of your family and thank you for a great three years. 

you aCCwiCC be dearCy missed. I know there are no good-byes in SeminoCe, so 

Tehecvkvres. 

Mvto, 

BacheC Buxton 



Rachel Buxton 

Three generations of relatives of the late Billy Bowlegs, left to right, great grandson Lewis Gopher, grandson Brighton Council Rep. 
Andrew J. Bowers Jr., great-great grandson Reuben Burgess, granddaughter Martha Jones and granddaughter Lorene Gopher visit 
the old campsite Oct. 13 during Pemayetv Emahakv’s first history field trip on the Brighton Reservation. 



Nati veNews, 



TV SEMINOLE CHANNEL 


Thursdays 5:00-6:00 PM 

with everything you need to know about community 
events in our reservations 



mu\m 



SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 


“What? Don’t have DirecTV or the Seminole Channel? Call Seminole Media Productions at (954) 985-5703 today. 
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Announcements 


THANK YOU 



The President’s Office would like to thank (from right to left in photo) Sandy, Bush, Jackie, Kahan, 
Norman and Charlie for doing a great job cooking at the Vice Chairman Big Cypress Community 
Event at Billie Swamp Safari. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


The Seminole Princess Committee recently had an election at the Clewiston Inn 
in Clewiston, Fla. to elect new officers. The final results are Chairwoman: Wanda F. 
Bowers; Vice-Chairwoman: Charlotte Burgess; and Secretary: Christine E. McCall. 

I am glad to announce my new Vice-Chairwoman Charlotte Burgess. I have worked 
with her as a regular committee member for more than five years, and she was also in 
charge of the personal interview section of the Princess Pageant in those past years. I 
know she will be a great asset to the Princess Committee. 

As for my Princess Committee Secretary, she is also newly elected but not new 
to hard work. Christine McCall has also been on the Princess Committee for several 
years as the Stage Coordinator. She works very closely with all the contestants, has done 
volunteer work on the Princess Program booklet, processes princess applications for 
approval and performs other clerical work. 

I am glad to say I hope to have a good working relationship with both of the two 
new officers along with the working committee. I want to say that every past princess has 
a voice - out of 46 past princesses, 33 cast their ballot. 

We thank you very much for your confidence and support in us. 





Bowers 


Burgess 


McCall 


CLASSIFIEDS 



OUT 


I MYRNA LOY 


Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


POEMS 


Corn 


Written in Blood 


The swamp is where I live, I am 
Seminole, but the Miccosukee way 
teaches me to put the Seminole 
way and Miccosukee way together. 

So, when it is combined it is the 
strongest. 

Unconquered is the way we 
become. 

The old way is what I am told, 
we are strong and can never ever be 
bought with gold. 

So, remember what I say, 
Florida is home where the 
unconquered will stay. 

The old time was a good time 
we must always remember this. 


Written in blood I live, I ride and I will die for 
you’ll, 100% native of this land that will always 
stand tall. 

No matter what tribe or nation we’re as one, 
always be proud of that native blood and refuse to 
be brainwashed as some. 

Always remember our ancestors they went 
through so much for what little we claim, against 
all odds they fought and refused to be caged, 
shackled and chained. 

They were always on the move with barbarian 
pale face on their heels, but they kept fighting for 
us and many were killed. 


Sometimes it is hard for some 
us to understand where we are 
today, 

The way the world is confuses 
us, but somehow we know who we 
are. 

I will tell you what I know, it is 
the com that helps us grow. 

Don’t ever forget it, 

With it we will always be free, 
unconquered is what we be. 

So the world is not 
misunderstood, because the old 
people taught us the way, so with 
our com we are here to stay. 

Strength is what we will come 
to leam and know, tm courage I 
will always show. 

Wisdom and knowledge will 

always grow 

So, all together we are together. 
Remember it, don’t ever fail and in 
the world we will always prevail. 

We will succeed everytime, our 
path will be made clear because of 
who we are. 

We will shine like the bright 
morning star. 


Think about them when you think you have it 
rough, if you’re proud of that native blood you’re 
supposed to be tough. 

No so-called hard times in modem day life 
should get you down, if it does tmst this our 
ancestors are looking with a frown. 

In every aspect of life we are a strong race, the 
barbarian pale face tried to conduct genocide on 
our unique ways but our strong stmcture is still 
in place. 

Osceola, Geronimo, Crazy Horse and Sitting 
Bull thank you, this warrior will always honor 
you with pride my words fly true. 

Shonaabisha to warriors Hank Adams, Janet 
McCloud and Richard Oaks as well, N.Y. I.C. and 
A.I.M. just so you know I appreciate how you 
raised hell. 

Barbarian pale face don’t want anyone to have 
common sense or stand their ground, damn L. 

Meeds and S. Gorton two silly clowns. 

That government of hate will always think 
as their ancestors too, it doesn’t matter though 
because we will continue to rise because we’re 
greater than you. 


The old people is where we 
have to go to leam, so we can know 
how to be all the way, 

So in life we will see everything 
clear as day. 

There will be no confusion 
about who we are, we will know 
that the com will always grow. 

When we are unconquered fear 
is not apart of us. 


Continue to go to college and return to our 
tribes, lead and preserve the old ways with great 
pride. 

They hate we can live in two worlds yet refuse 
to be on their team, we don’t want to rule the world 
we just want to live our ancestors dream. 

Apples and uncle tomahawks must be kept in 
their place, because they will deceive and betray 
just as barbarian pale face. 


Remember your com is the key. 
Seminole and Miccosukee is the 
way for me. 

So be good to all is what we 
know to do. Remember, this is tm. 


Com is everlasting, we will 
never ever go away. 
Strength is forever, and here to 
stay. 


Gator Doctor 


Written in blood native brothers and sisters 
stay true to your kind, stand strong for our native 
elders and youth all the 

time. i 


Ike T. Harjo 

Sholoopahthi 

bolchuncahga 

koowaathi 



Man in the Mirror 

the man in the mirror, 
all he could do was stare, 
stand there and ponder, 
on how he got there, 
face full of hair and no food to spare, 
out of sight, 
out of mind, 

shows you the ones who really do 
care, 

for the man in the mirror his day will 
come, 

when he can break on thru to the 
streets, 

and finally have him some fun. 

Aaron Cypress 

Age 19 
WARRIORS 
WxAxWx 
Acee 


Indian 

To be tru, is to be you. 

Life is real always remember. 

I write poems to you 
From a distance, 

I want you to know, what I write 
Is real. So you can remember how I 
Feel. 

I can tell you about prison all the time, 

But why would I want to. 

All it is, is a life of 
Crime. 

Today I know who I am, and I 
Am grateful. 

I am Indian. 

The unconquered way is what I know, Seminole and 
Miccosukee is the way I am taught grow. 

So, if you see my writing I want you to know, 
Gator is my name and in me there is no shame. 
Peaceful is how I am now. My yesterdays is forgotten 
only the bad stuff, all my good memories I keep intact. 
So remember, Indian is where it’s at. 

Gator 
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Lady Bailers and Plainszmen take home titles in Tigertail Brothers Basketball Tournament 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — During the fifth annual Tigertail Brothers 
Memorial Basketball Tournament, one thing stood out above 
all others: expansion from an all-Indian format to an open one, 
changing the landscape of how this year’s competition played out. 

Held from Sept. 15-17 at the Big Cypress Reservation’s 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium, a new champion from the men’s 
side emerged as Plainszmen - a team without any Seminole Tribal 
citizens - outlasted perennial favorite and last year’s champ Big 
Town, 50-45, in the title game. 

Meanwhile, on the women’s side - both the male and female 
tournaments started on Sept. 16 and concluded on Sept. 17 - the 
Lady Bailers won the tournament yet again as they defeated Cold 
Play, 48-43, in the final. 

In Legends play, held on Sept. 15, Trail Women outlasted Big 
Cypress Women and Young Legends. Trail Women defeated Young 
Legends, 22-21, in the women’s final. 

As for the Legends men’s competition, only one team was 
available, which means there was no competition in the male 
category. 

According to Minnie Tigertail, the tournament’s organizer and 
Tribal mother of the late Duane and Malcolm Tigertail, a total of 
18 teams from the adult female, adult male, Legends female and 
Legends male categories competed in this year’s competition. The 
inclusion of more teams and non-Seminole Tribal players, Tigertail 
said, allowed for more participation and more variety. 

“It turned out good,” Tigertail said. “That’s the way I wanted 


it. We had a team from Oklahoma here, one from Miami, one from 
Orlando and one from Hollywood that’s non-Tribal. We wanted 
more people from all over the United States to participate.” 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Byron Billie, who played for the 
Hustle Hard adult male team, said he was excited to see the addition 
of new teams to the annual competition. 

“It has become very competitive,” Billie said. “Some people 
may see it one way, but I look at it as all fun. It’s brought out a lot 
of really good competition here.” 

Growing up as a Tribal youngster, Billie talked about the 
impact that both Duane and Malcolm had on his life. 

Billie said in his teenage years, he played basketball on a 
regular basis with Duane. Meanwhile, Malcolm encouraged Billie 
to come out to the gym and play the sport on a regular basis, he 
said. 

“I’m real big on home pride,” Billie said. “They played very 
important roles in my life. It brings back all the good memories I 
had with them when I was a kid. I had a lot of interaction with both 
of them. I really looked up to them; they were good people.” 

Tigertail talked about the importance of keeping the Tigertail 
Brothers Tournament alive in honor of her two late sons. 

“They (Malcolm and Duane) were both Warriors,” Tigertail 
said. “They were always out there on the court. Basketball was 
their favorite sport. So with this tournament, it seems as if they’re 
not gone. They’re physically not here, but this brings them back in 
spirit. I miss them daily. They’ll always be in my heart forever.” 

+ See more photos on page 7C 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Women were one of three female teams to play in the Legends edition of the fifth 
annual Tigertail Brothers Memorial Basketball Tournament on Sept. 15. 


Team Phoenix creates a name for 
itself on the Indian rodeo circuit 


Richard Osceola 
participates in coin toss at 
FSU vs. Oklahoma game 



Photo courtesy of Keith Lovejoy 

Native Tribes come together to make Team Phoenix. Back row, left to right: Trina Bowers, Blaine Wheeler, Freddy Warbonnet, Cort Herrera and Marvin 
Bowers. Front Row, left to right: GrayWolf Herrera, Taylor Everano, Jonetta Everano and Lucy Bowers. 


BY RACHEL BUXTO N 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Seminole Tribal members along with 
members of the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation have become known as Team Phoenix on the Native 
Indian rodeo circuit. 

Jonetta Everano, a member of the Umatilla Indian Tribe and 
resident of Pendleton, Ore., created Team Phoenix. 

Everano started her sponsorship with her brother Freddy 
Warbonnet to help him travel the circuit. 

“I know what it’s like to go down the road and follow your 
dream,” Everano said. “It’s just fun to help support a positive 
sport.” 

Other members from the team began to meet on the rodeo 
circuit and Team Phoenix eventually formed. 

“It all started when my brother (Marvin Bowers) met Jo’s 
brother Cort while rodeoing out West,” said Lucy Bowers, a huge 
proponent of the team. 

Everano then began sponsoring Marvin and her other brother 


Cort Herrera for rodeos and slowly other family members joined 
from both Tribes. 

“It went to helping them out, to buying shirts with logos,” 
Bowers said. 

Other members of the team include Marvin’s daughter, Trina 
Bowers; Herrera’s son, GrayWolf Herrera; and Blaine Wheeler. 

The name Phoenix originated from Everano ’s 12-year- 
old son with the same name. She also named her business after 
him. Everano owns Phoenix Enterprises, a Native- American- 
woman-owned, small, disadvantaged business that specializes in 
remediation services. 

Bowers said that the team just happened. “We just started 
calling them Team Phoenix and it stuck.” 

Bowers has made it her job to follow her brother and Team 
Phoenix and document all their rodeos and competitions. 

“My brother just decided to focus on his rodeo career after he 
had neck surgery last year,” Bowers said. “So I told him I’d follow 
him and video and take pictures.” 

+ Please see RODEO on page 5C 



Photo courtesy of Keith Lovejoy 

Team roping partners Marvin Bowers, front, and Cort Herrera compete at an EIRA rodeo in Big Cypress. 
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Matt Snowberger 

Recreation Liaison Richard Osceola tosses the coin during the Sept. 17 FSU vs. Oklahoma game on 
behalf of Chairman James E. Billie. The game was Florida State’s biggest game of the year. 



Matt Snowberger 

Left to right: Hollywood Board Rep. Chris Osceola, Moses Jumper Jr., Brighton Council Rep. Andrew 
J. Bowers Jr. and Hollywood Council Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. with FSU mascot Chief Osceola and 
Renegade. 
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Matt Snowberger 

Tribal member Moses Jumper Jr. presents a pair of authentic moccasins to Renegade caretaker Allen 
Durham for FSU’s mascot Chief Osceola while attending the university’s game verses Oklahoma. 
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Ahfachkee Warriors golf 



Naji Tobias 

From left: Ahfachkee Warriors golf assistant coach Cookie Mazzant, senior Taylor Pratt, sixth-grader Ryanne Pratt, senior 
Jonathan Robbins, sophomore Quenton Cypress, senior Stevie Billie and golf head coach Amos Mazzant. Not pictured: 
Ahfachkee Warriors senior Ryan Cypress. 


BY N A JI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

CLEWISTON — What a finish! 

The Ahfachkee Warriors golf season - its second 
year of operation - ended on Oct. 13 in emphatic 
fashion as the team of six golfers putted its way to a 
236-255 win over Heartland Christian (Sebring) at the 
Clewiston Golf Course. 

The Tribal golf team finished its year with a 7-6 
overall record - the program’s first winning season in 
school history, making it that more special. 

“To play golf, it takes a lot of hard work, discipline 
and persistence,” Ahfachkee Warriors golf coach 
Amos Mazzant said. “Our kids were pushed beyond 
anything they had ever done before, but they accepted 
the challenge and did their very best. What they 
accomplished in this short season of time was nothing 
short of incredible.” 

In the golf program’s second season, two first- time 
golfers - Ahfachkee senior Jonathan Robbins and sixth- 
grader Ryanne Pratt (first female golfer in the Tribal 
program’s history) - joined the program. 

The team’s roster from this season, aside from 
Robbins and Ryanne Pratt, included Ahfachkee seniors 
Stevie Billie, Ryan Cypress and Taylor Pratt, as well as 
sophomore Quenton Cypress - all of whom comprised 
of the program’s first-ever Tribal golf squad. 

“We put a lot of hard work into our season and it 
paid off,” Taylor Pratt said. “Our team came together 
on and off the course. We all built a better golf game 
and friendship. All of that helped our golf team improve 
our scores throughout the season. The way our season 
finale went down is just how we would have wanted it 


to end.” 

Perhaps the top highlight of the season, which 
began on Sept. 1 at the Clewiston Golf Course , was 
when Ahfachkee finished second out of four teams in the 
Sept. 27 Hendry/Glades County Golf Championship: 
the first-ever of its kind in Hendry/Glades County 
history. 

Ahfachkee (2-1 at the Sept. 27 quad championship 
meet) beat the Clewiston Tigers - one of the odds-on 
favorites - in the key match. The Warriors also defeated 
the Moore Haven Terriers, but fell short overall as 
the LaBelle Cowboys took home the championship 
hardware. 

Here are your final scores from the Sept. 27 Hendry 
County Golf Championship: 

First: LaBelle - 203; Second: Ahfachkee - 235; 
Third: Clewiston - 240; Fourth: Moore Haven 258. 

“Even though we didn’t win the championship, I 
was really happy we placed second,” Taylor Pratt said. 
“We beat Clewiston, which we weren’t able to do at all 
last season. I remember telling Stevie about how we 
defeated Clewiston and he gave a little scream, which 
I’ll never forget. We were just so excited about beating 
them.” 

Mazzant offered some parting thoughts on how the 
season went down. 

“This has been a very stressful season for all of us, 
but it was the most rewarding in that we excelled beyond 
our expectations,” Mazzant said. “We are extremely 
proud to be part of this program. It’s an honor to have 
the opportunity to represent the Seminole Tribe in our 
efforts to achieve the greatest level of sportsmanship, 
ability and pride.” 


Tampa celebrates Indian Day 
with annual Golf Tournament 



Ryan Watson 

From left to right: Ronnie Doctor, Jimmy Osceola, Allan Huff and Tampa Liaison Richard Henry together for a team photo 
before putting. The Tampa Indian Day Golf Tournament was also held on the same day as the Tampa Liaison Election. 



Ryan Watson 

From left to right: Debbie and Colleen Henry enjoy a round of golf at the Indian Day Golf Tournament held at the Plantation 
Palms Golf Club on Sept. 19. 


season comes to an end 




Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee senior Ryan Cypress focuses on converting a 
successful hole with a chip shot attempt during the Sept. 
27 Hendry/Glades County Golf Championship match. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee senior Jonathan Robbins completes the final 
shot of his first and only season at the Oct. 13 match 
against Heartland Christian (Sebring) in Clewiston. 



Naji Tobias 

Ryanne Pratt hits her final shot of the season in the Oct. 13 
season-finale match at the Clewiston Golf Course. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Warriors senior golfer Stevie Billie completes 
his final hole of his high school career as he helps his team 
defeat Heartland Christian (Sebring). 
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Tribal teens go head-to-head 
on the gridiron 


Warriors take on Pahokee 
with home-team advantage 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Rachel Buxton 


American-Heritage (Plantation) running back Devan Bowers evades a defender in second-quarter action. 
Bowers, right, tackles a University School player. 


John Cox tucks the ball as Pahokee tries to tackle him. The Warriors took to the field Oct. 8 on the Brighton Reservation to 
go head-to-head against Pahokee. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Wide receiver Ethan Cypress of the University School 
streaks past an American Heritage defender for a first 
down in their seventh- to eighth-grade game. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Ethan Cypress breaks free for a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter. Cypress also scored a two-point conversion for his 
team in a 38-12 win over American-Heritage (Plantation). 


Rachel Buxton 

Lowell Roberts runs the ball for a first down against 
Pahokee on Oct. 8 on the Brighton Reservation. 


Rachel Buxton 

John Cox outruns Pahokee earning a touchdown for the 
Warriors. 
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Tribal football player 
performs well in win 



Chris C. Jenkins 

American-Heritage (Plantation) Tribal youth Neko Osceola 
evades defenders as he sprints to the nearside of the field 
for his second touchdown in ninth-grade football action. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

American-Heritage (Plantation) Tribal youth footballer 
Neko Osceola receives the hand-off from his teammate in a 
40-0 win over visiting Chaminade on Sept. 14. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


American-Heritage (Plantation) cheerleaders celebrate the latest score by the football team together with pushups on the 
sidelines during third-quarter action. 
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Lady Warriors make positive strides 


Lady Seminoles defeat Yearling Middle 



Naji Tobias 

Dayra Koenes of the Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball team hits a shot over the net against the Cape Coral Lady Crusaders 
in the Oct. 3 season home opener. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee Warriors 
fledgling athletic program has added another sport this 
fall season. 

The Tribal school’s volleyball team, coached in 
its first season of operation by Bernadette Schyvinch, 
is the athletic entity’s fourth sport. The Lady Warriors 
girls volleyball team joins boys golf (fall), girls/ 
boys basketball (winter) and softball (spring) in the 
Ahfachkee Warriors sports stable. 

For one thing, it has provided a much-welcomed 
spark to the Big Cypress community. The Lady 
Warriors played three scheduled home games this 
season in front of its fans at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium in Big Cypress - a 19-25, 22-25 home 
opening loss to Cape Coral Christian (Cape Coral) 
on Oct. 3; an inspiring 25-17, 10-25, 15-10 win over 
King’s Academy (Clewiston) on Oct. 4; and a 18-25, 
6-25 loss to King’s Academy (Clewiston) in the Oct. 
10 home finale. 

“I don’t know much about volleyball, but I do 
know about our fans,” Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Rep. Mondo Tiger said just after the Oct. 3 home 
opener concluded. “Look at the gym. It was almost 
full. The main thing for us here is to let them know we 
support them. The girls have a lot of talent in them, 
and we want to be there for them every step of the 
way.” 

Cape Coral Christian Lady Crusaders head coach 
Christy Curtis talked briefly about how that Oct. 3 
game turned out. 

“It was a fun game for us,” Curtis said. “It 
was good to see both of our teams growing more 
comfortable out there on the court. I see a good future 
for the Ahfachkee program.” 

The second game, played on the next day, proved to 
be an inspiring three-set victory over King’s Academy. 
Ahfachkee seventh-grader Sydnee Cypress hit the 


team’s game- winning shot in the game, propelling the 
Lady Warriors to its first win in program history. 

“I just wanted to hit the shot over the net,” Cypress 
said. “It felt good for our team to pull the win out.” 

Meanwhile, fellow teammate, junior Danni Jae 
Tommie, briefly discussed what could have been done 
differently in her team’s Oct. 10 home season finale 
loss to King’s Academy. 

“I think we should have communicated with each 
other better,” Tommie said. “But I think we’re starting 
off good as a team. If we improve our attitudes and 
play together more, then we should win our last two 
games of the season.” 

The Lady Warriors volleyball team (2-4 overall as 
of Oct. 21) - the girls opened its season on the road on 
Sept. 26 in a 11-25, 25-1, 4-15 three-set loss to Hialeah 
Education Academy and a Sept. 29 three-set road loss 
to Moore Haven, 21-25, 25-18, 19-25 - finished its 
inaugural campaign with a three-set road win against 
Moore Haven (24-26, 25-20, 15-3) on Oct. 20 and the 
season ender on Oct. 2 1 against Cape Coral Christian. 

“If Ahfachkee sticks together, I think they’ll be a 
great team down the line,” King’s Academy volleyball 
head coach Kathy McReynolds said. “They play hard 
and they’re strong. They have a great school and a 
great community. I can’t wait to see them next year.” 

Schyvinch said it’s been a work in progress for 
the upstart team, who first came together on Aug. 23. 
Overall, she’s confident the girls will make continuous 
improvements in their team game as the 2012 season 
rolls around next fall. 

“It’s a stepping stone; I look at it as that,” 
Schyvinch said. “The girls are learning as they go 
along. They’re building in their game as a team and 
they’ve been working hard together. It will take some 
time, but everything will come together for them down 
the line.” 

A season-ending banquet, which will recap all 
the specific highlights of the program’s first season, is 
tentatively scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 10. 



Rachel Buxton 

The Lady Seminoles are all smiles as they defeat Yearling Middle School on Sept. 19 (30-28, 25-23) at a home game in Brighton. 



Rachel Buxton 

Tribal member Cheyenne Nunez of Yearling Middle School 
comes home to Brighton to play against the Charter School’s 
Lady Seminoles on Sept. 19. 
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Rachel Buxton 

Kalgary Johns serves for the Lady Seminoles to help defeat 
Yearling Middle School on Sept. 19 at a home match in 
Brighton. 
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Tribal youth Aubee Billie 
proves girls can play ball too 


Tribal member Airianna Nunez 
excels as a volleyball player 



Rachel Buxton 

Aubee Billie, No. 12, blends right in with the rest of her team. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Eight-year-old Aubee Billie is 
crossing the gender boundaries and proving girls can 
do anything. 

Many know Billie as the former 2009-2010 Little 
Miss Seminole donning beautiful dresses and riding in 
parades. But today, Billie has traded in her crown and 
patchwork for a helmet and pads. 

Weighing in at 68 pounds, Billie is the lone girl on 
the 75 and under Brighton Warriors pee wee football 
team. And tackle football at that. 

“I wanted to show them how tough I am,” Billie 

said. 

Billie, a student at Pemayetv Emahakv, is known 
to her family and friends as a girly girl, so when she 
asked to play football it came as quite a shock. 

Billie said that when she went to her parents, 
Chairman James E. Billie and Maria, for permission 
to play, they didn’t know where it was coming from. 

Her brother Eecho recalled how Billie attempted 
to play soccer but quit after only the second game. 

“She’s not a sport-like person,” Eecho said. “She 
quit soccer because no one would give her the ball.” 


But Billie said she wanted to try something new. 
Cheerleading: she’s done it and it wasn’t for her. 

With her helmet on, Billie fits right in and looks 
disguised as one of the boys. Billie has even fooled 
some of her friends on the team. 

“Ramone didn’t even know I was a girl until I took 
my helmet off,” Billie laughed. 

Although the Warriors pee wee league is full- 
contact tackle football, Billie said she doesn’t feel 
scared about getting tackled: “You just have to push 
them out of the way.” 

Billie may spend her afternoons and weekends on 
the football field with the boys, but she is still a girl at 
heart. 

“I wear pink; I wear nail polish,” Billie said. “I 
just want people to know that girls can do anything a 
boy can.” 

The Brighton community created and sponsors 
four different age divisions in the pee wee football 
league. Youth from surrounding counties including 
Okeechobee and Glades County join Tribal youth to 
make up the Warriors teams. The Warriors host games 
on the Brighton Reservation, as well as travel to nearby 
towns to compete. 


JUPITER — The Jupiter High School volleyball 
team has a new sensation on campus this year: 
Seminole Tribal volleyball player Airianna Nunez. 
Nunez began her volleyball career in the second grade. 
Her potential to be a great player showed immediately 
because of her careless and reckless enthusiasm to do 
whatever necessary to help her team. 

Nunez played with the travel team Big Lake 
Juniors but really began to hone her skills under 
the mentorship of Bruce Conrad at Yearling Middle 
School in Okeechobee. During her reign with the 
Yearlings, the team went undefeated for three 
years in a row. That’s 57 victories straight against 
Okeechobee’s surrounding competition. 

Now relocated to the Jupiter area, Nunez played 
with the travel team 16’s “Jupiter Chill” at the age of 
14. She received training from both former Florida 
State University and University of Florida volleyball 
players. Together, the highlight was winning the Gold 
Division at the Fort Lauderdale Convention Center 
along with other numerous first-place victories. 

She competed with 70 other volleyball players 
to vie for a spot on the Jupiter High School team. 
Now a member of the Warrior program, they have 10 
straight victories along with a first-place tournament 
win. At the tournament in Park Vista, Nunez received 
the MVP Award for her outstanding play throughout 
the two-day tournament. Jupiter Varsity High School 
Coach Betts said, “She has one of the best vertical 
leaps I’ve seen, and she’s crushing that ball.” 

- Submitted by David Nunez 


♦ RODEO 

From page 1C 


Her plan is to put together a DVD at the end 
of the rodeo season to give to all the members 
showcasing all their hard work. 

The team has become one big family. And 
they even reside at Bowers’ house while in 
Brighton. 

“We call my house Team Phoenix 
Headquarters,” Bowers laughed. “It’s a lot of 
fun and I miss them all the time.” 

Members of Team Phoenix are headed to 
the Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR) in Las 
Vegas Nov. 8-12 in hopes of taking the grand 
title in their respective events. 

Marvin and partner Cort will compete in 
the team roping event. Warbonnet qualified for 
the tour and will compete in bareback riding, 
while GrayWolf and Wheeler will compete in 
steer wrestling. 

“We’re all just really excited,” Bowers said 
about the team members making it to the finals. 

She admits that rodeo is not her thing and 
that she lives vicariously through Team Phoenix. 

“Em more like the marketing person,” 
Bowers laughed. “I’m going to make Team 
Phoenix a house name. 



Photo courtesy of David Nunez 

Nunez received the MVP Award at a Park Vista tournament. 



Photo courtesy of Lucy Bowers 


Phoenix Everano, the inspiration for Team Phoenix. 
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Chairman James E. Billie on hand for Don King boxing event 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Chairman James E. Billie, fifth from left, was the special guest of legendary professional boxing promoter Don King, fourth 
from left, and other fighters at the Hard Rock on Oct. 5. King held a press conference for his Nov. 5 cruiserweight world 
championship fight card “Viva Don King!” at the Hard Rock Live. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Tina DeVito, right, director of the Help Others Foundation, joins Hall of Fame promoter Don King after his press 
conference promoting his Nov. 5 event at the Hard Rock Live. 


Panther Promotions partners with DreamWorks for second event 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


Panther Promotions Boxing promoters Elliot Alvarado, second from left, and Benny Collins, far Tribal citizen Stephen Billie of Seminole Media 
left, are joined inside the ring with Tribal boxing hopefuls, from left, Julius Billie, Kyle Alvarado, Productions, right, interviews Panther Promotions 
Aaron Alvarado, Aaron Cypress and Nelson MacElroy as part of the second Panther Promotions Boxing co-promoter Benny Collins ringside. 

Boxing event held at the Hard Rock Live on Sept. 23. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Panther Promotions Boxing staff join eight-time world title boxing great Thomas “Hitman” 
Hearns, second from right, at the pre-fight press conference at Bongos Cuban Cafe at Seminole 
Paradise on Sept. 21. The company partnered with DreamWorks in promotion of the event, which 
featured seven bouts and promoted the film Real Steel starring Hugh Jackman. 
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Your Rights 
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Free Consulta^S 
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Appeals/ Writs 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

DANIEL A. CALLAHAN, P. A. 

TRIAL ATTORNEY 

Tel: (954) 524-2877 | Fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Email: CallahanLaw@gmail.com | www.Callahanslaw.com 

You may qualify for the automatic “Clerk Withhold” options if charged with Driving While License Suspended. 
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Second annual Sprint/Stroll for Recovery is another success 





Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizens and employees race to action as part of the second annual Seminoles in Recovery 5K Tribal Family Services director Helene Buster 
Sprint/Stroll for Recovery held at Topeekeegee Yugnee Park in Hollywood on Sept. 17. The 3.1-mile sprints toward the finish in the senior runner 
race featured adults and seniors in running and walking categories with proceeds benefitting the category, 
fourth annual Florida Native American Recovery Convention. 


Tribal citizen Steve Osceola crosses the finish 
line with grandson Tyler Jenkins in the senior 
walker division. 


Information Technology Department employee 
Michael Miller shows off his first-place trophy in 
the adult runner division. 


+ More photos from Tigertail Basketball Tournament on page 1C 



Naji Tobias 

You Don’t Want It’s Haley Garcia, left, grabs a loose ball to give her team the 
offensive possession as Cold Play’s Jayne Lomakema, right, tries to defend in a 
Sept. 17 adult women’s preliminary game. 



Naji Tobias 

Balls Deep’s Tyler Harjoe drives for the layup during an adult men’s preliminary 
game against the Flight defense at the fifth annual Tigertail Brothers Memorial 
Basketball Tournament on Sept. 17. 



Naji Tobias 

Josie Balentine of Balls Deep dribbles his way past Flight’s Keith Bradley in his 
team’s preliminary game during the adult men’s edition of the Tigertail Brothers 
Basketball Tournament on Sept. 17. 
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Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating.., 
* Neck Pain 

* Lower Back Pain 

1 Headaches < 

• Leg 8f Arm Pain % 

1 Joint Pain 


rE E SPINAL EXA 

& CONSULTATION 
TO ALL TRIBAL CITIZENS 
AND EMPLOYEES 

. ($150 Value) . 


* Muscle Pain 
* Auto Accident Pain 

Wr your in?>Li ranee pl^Jn, PPt^i's, 

ivs. Meoicare. Auiq rnsmdiTce. 


Dr. Rush Can Help Youl 

Or. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
lOBJO Pines BJvd. * Pembroke Pines 


(954) 452-5006 
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THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, 

OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. 
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Seminole veterans celebrated in 
Tribalwide Veterans Day festivities 


Tribal Citizens support 
14th annual AIAC Festival 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Although a few days early, war veterans 
young and old gathered to honor one another and to be honored 
in the first Tribalwide Veterans Day celebration at the Brighton 
Reservation Florida Seminole Veteran’s Building. 

In its 24th year, the annual commemoration of the nation’s 
defenders held its usual significance and brought Tribal officials, 
citizens and community guests together on Nov. 7. 

“Throughout our history (as Seminoles) we have always 
had warriors; all of these great warriors down the years are great 
to honor,” said Moses Jumper, event emcee. 

The event recognized more than 70 Seminole veterans 
living and deceased. 

“They are the reason we have what we have,” said reigning 
Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Jaryaca Baker. “Some don’t realize 
what they went through for us as Americans to have the freedoms 
we have.” 

Former Tribal Council Chairman Mitchell Cypress of the 
U.S. Army National Guard said serving and protecting this 
country and Seminoles has always been a part of the backdrop 
of history. 

“In my younger years I always admired them (serviceman in 
the military). It’s ironic that I ended up serving myself,” Cypress 
said. 

A special tribute to Tribal U.S. Army serviceman Bert C. 
Jones also highlighted the day. 

Jones (of Brighton) served as a helicopter mechanic the 
majority of his Army career and was honorably discharged in 
1968 at the rank of Specialist E5. For his years of service he 
also received the National Defense Service Medal as well as the 
Expert (Rifle) and Aircraft Crewman Badge. He was married to 
Elizabeth Molly Shore and had two children, Stacy and Duane. 
Jones was tragically killed in an equipment accident near his 
residence in 1984. 

“He left us too soon to what he knew best: hard work,” said 
Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal Council Rep. and former 
military veteran. “I felt privileged to make the presentation to his 
family. It was also great to be honored.” 

Special guest speaker Dr. Robert L. Primeaux, military vet, 
actor, athlete and talk show host, also shared his experiences 
on several issues including his stint in the Vietnam War and his 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole Tribe Color Guard members and volunteers stand ready 
before festivities for the annual Veterans Day celebration in Brighton. 


continued support of the ‘Why aren’t we there’ Native American 
Veterans Memorial Initiative headed by veteran Steven Bowers, 
Tribal Liaison for the Governor’s Council on Indian Affairs. The 
initiative maintains the goal of establishing a Native American 
soldier among the three existing soldiers at the world famous 
National Mall located in Washington, D.C. 

+ Please see VETERANS on page 2A 



Naji Tobias 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Village Staff member Patsy Billie, left, teaches Immokalee Tribal citizen 
Rhonda Nunez about the art of creating Seminole beadwork at her booth during the AIAC Festival. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens from 
multiple reservations displayed a significant 
amount of support for the 14th Annual 
American Indian Arts and Culture Festival, 
held from Nov. 4-6 at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum Grounds. 

Former Tribal Chairman/Big Cypress 
Tribal senior Mitchell Cypress spent time at 
one of the art booths to take a look at a print 
painting entitled When The Time Comes. 
He said he could visualize his late wife, 
Mary Ann Billie-Cypress, and his two late 
daughters, Michele and Angie Cypress, in 


heaven. 

Inspired and created by painter 
Guy LaBree, a longtime friend of many 
Tribal citizens, the Big Cypress Tribal 
senior explained - in his own words - the 
significance of the Seminole-style work of 
art that was featured at this year’s festival. 

“My wife is waiting for me to ride with 
her to the next level,” Cypress said of the 
painting depiction. “When the eagle brings 
the hat back to me, it means I will be joining 
my wife and my daughters. All three of them 
are riding up there; they’re waiting for me to 
see them again. That’s what I dream about.” 

Cypress went on to talk about how 

+ Please see FAIR on page 6A 


Military discharge upgrade sought 
for tortured hero Charlie Gopher 


BY PETER B. GALLAGH ER 
Special Projects Reporter 

BRIGHTON — As U.S. Army Staff Sgt. James E. Billie 
was leaving Vietnam, his tour of duty nearly over, he ducked out 
of a monsoon and entered a darkened tent looking for a bunk. 
Suddenly he heard a familiar voice: “It was unmistakable, a 
voice from home,” remembered Billie. “Charlie Gopher had a 
distinct dialect and I called out, ‘Gopher!’” 

The voice came back: “That’s Sgt. Gopher to you. Who are 
you?” 

“(Charlie) was as surprised as I was,” said Billie, now 
Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. “We were both the 
same age, but I was from the Hollywood Seminole Reservation 
and he was from the Brighton Seminole Reservation. I had heard 
many stories about him, however, attesting to his remarkable 
bravery and courage under fire during some of the Vietnam era’s 
most violent conflicts.” 

The two men were on the same flight back to the States, 
first stop Seattle, Wash. Looking back, Billie recalled Gopher 
did not talk much about himself, so “I was not aware of what his 
military status was at the time.” He remembered the two men 
drank vodka and orange juice on the flight before the pair split 
in Seattle. Billie figured Gopher’s tour was also up and “he was 
heading all the way back to Florida.” 

In actuality, Gopher was AWOL on that flight. No one knew 
that the handsome military hero had just re-enlisted and, wracked 
by war-caused alcohol and mental problems, had simply walked 
off his post to head back to Brighton. He would return weeks 
later, then walk away again. It was a pattern he repeated many 
times over the next six years, culminating in his “less than 
honorable discharge” from the Army in July 1974. 

“His commanding officers kept taking him back. They 
respected him for his heroism and achievements at war, the many 
lives he saved and enemy he brought down. They did not want 
to kick him out of the Army,” said Marc McCabe, a Veteran’s 
Affairs officer who counsels Tribal vets at Brighton. “They 
protected him, looked the other way and kept taking him back, 
you know, throw him in the brig for a couple days and put him 
right back on his post.” 

It couldn’t go on forever. “Finally, a CO came along, 
an Academy grad who had never been in battle, who didn’t 
understand a tortured hero like Charlie. And he took Charlie 
down,” said McCabe, who has spent the past year assembling 
Gopher’s military paperwork. 

Gopher’s military record showed 10 Article 15s and two 
Article 32s (court procedures) for drinking and unauthorized 
absences and 1,690 days (nearly five years) unauthorized leave. 

His record also showed the National Defense Service Medal, 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Vietnam Service Medal with five 
Bronze Service Stars, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Parachutist 
Badge with three Overseas Bars, RVN Gallantry Cross with Palm 



Photo courtesy of Rita McCabe 

Seminole veteran Charlie Gopher’s military record includes honors 
such as the National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service 
Medal with five Bronze Service Stars and the Presidential Unit Citation. 


and the Presidential Unit Citation. His documented wounds also 
make him eligible for the Purple Heart. 

An M-60 machine gunner, Gopher participated in the 
Battles of Hoa Hoi, Kim Son and la Drang, the Vietnam Counter 
Offensive Phases II and III, Tet Counter Offensive, Vietnam 
Counter Offense I and IV. “These are among the fiercest battles 
during the Vietnam Conflict,” McCabe said. “He risked his life 
many times to successfully save dozens of troops.” 

“Charlie was fearless in combat and admired by all of us 
for his courage,” said Mike McCoy, of Highland, Calif., who 
served with Gopher in the third platoon of “A” Company 1 st 
Battalion 12th Calvary (Airborne) of the 1st Air Calvary Division 

+ Please see GOPHER on page 2A 


Willie Johns, Bobbie C. Billie 
address Viva La Florida leaders 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Seminole Tribal citizen Willie Johns represents Chairman James E. Billie on the Viva La Florida 
planning committee, which met for the first time in Ybor City on Oct. 24. 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

TAMPA — Seminole Tribe Historian 
and Outreach Director Willie Johns and 
Independent Seminole Bobby C. Billie 
threw a little cold water on the warmly 
presented kickoff event of Viva La Florida, 
on Oct. 24. The planned five-year celebration 
commemorating Florida’s discovery by 
Ponce de Leon (1513), hosted by Florida 
Secretary of State Kurt Browning at the 
packed Hillsborough Community College 
Ybor Room, proceeded smoothly until 
Johns’ turn to speak. 

Representing Chairman James E. Billie 
on the Viva La Florida Cultural Diplomacy 
Forum, Johns said he could not bring himself 
to “just sit here and be politically correct. 
This Viva destroyed a whole population of 
people on this continent. We have to tell the 
whole story and tell the truth. After all, we all 
are here to learn.” 

Stifled gasps in the audience were heard 


as Johns provided a different view of de Leon 
and other Spanish explorers who murdered 
thousands of Florida natives, ransacking their 
villages in the name of the Spanish King: 
“There are nine tribes who can’t speak for 
themselves today. (The discovery of Florida) 
wrecked our society. I’m not coming in here 
with a chip on my shoulder. I’m here to talk 
and learn.” 

Make no mistake about it - Viva La 
Florida’s main thrust is an anticipated gigantic 
boost in tourism, with dozens of Florida 
communities, museums, parks and agencies 
across the state participating. “Well, we’ve 
been into tourism since the early 1 900s when 
Flagler first came here, and we started selling 
what we could make,” Johns said. “We have 
been in tourism all along, even unto today. 
You want to know anything about tourism, 
ask us!” 

Later, during a question and answer 
session, Bobby C. Billie rose from the 

+ Please see FLORIDA on page 4A 
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Jerry Micco Sr. Memorial Bike Ride moves into its ninth year 



Naji Tobias 

From left: Rita Micco, Max Osceola and Loretta Micco at the Seminole Gaming pit 
stop in Hollywood. 


Naji Tobias 

Van Samuels embraces Joann Osceola, mother of Vincent 
Micco, at the Okeechobee Texaco gas station stop. 


Naji Tobias 

The Jerry Micco Sr. Memorial Bike Ride participants pull out of the Okeechobee Texaco gas station as they 
trek west toward the Ortona Cemetery, where the late Jerry Micco Sr. was laid to rest in 2001. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The ninth annual Jerry Micco Sr. Memorial Bike 
Ride felt remarkably different this time around. 

Held on Nov. 5, a somewhat somber vibe existed throughout the 
weekend experience as many of the motorcycle riders - friends and family 
members of the late Jerry Micco Sr. - talked about how they also missed 
Vincent Micco, who spearheaded the function over the course of eight 
years. 

For Loretta Micco - wife of the late Vincent Micco who passed away 
in a motorcycle accident this past August - this year’s ride was filled with 
a mix of emotions. Receiving a host of hugs and encouraging words from 
her fellow riders, Loretta Micco opened up on what the experience meant 
to her. 

“Everybody feels it,” she said. “We’re still mourning, yet we want to 
carry on. It’s been only two months, but I’m still heartbroken over what 
happened to Vincent. I have been thinking about him every day from the 
start. I’m pretty sure all of the riders do as well.” 

Loretta Micco said she never doubted that the Jerry Micco Sr. Memorial 
Bike Ride series would continue, despite the untimely loss of her husband. 

“The family said Vincent would want it to continue, even if he wasn’t 


here with us,” she said. “They felt it would be a good way for their family 
and the riders to honor him.” 

Former Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., an avid 
motorcycle rider, spoke on the importance of keeping the tradition alive. 

“This is a fun way to remember Vincent and his father,” Osceola said 
at the Seminole Gaming parking lot. “Everybody here loved to ride bikes. 
Vincent wanted to remember his father by doing something that was fun 
and encouraged camaraderie. Vincent was always making fun of himself 
and other people. It’s a beautiful day out here and I believe this is something 
Vincent and his dad would want us to do in their honor.” 

The starting point of this year’s ride was at the Seminole Gaming 
Headquarters parking lot, located on the corner of North 64th Ave. and 
Sheridan St. in Hollywood for a pre-breakfast, followed by a meet and 
greet gathering. 

That was followed by a pit stop at the nearby Hollywood Reservation 
and a visit to Vincent Micco ’s gravesite, located at the New Seminole 
Graveyard - just north of the Tribe’s headquarters. 

“The family wanted to honor Vincent by starting on the reservation 
and putting flowers on his gravesite,” Loretta Micco said. “It’s too hard for 
me to speak about Vincent without crying.” 

The two early stops were a stark contrast to last year’s bike ride, when 
everyone involved met at and started the day-long function at Holiday Park. 


All riders eventually trekked their way to U.S. 27, a long and winding 
road they traveled northbound from Interstate 75 to a key pit stop at the 
Valero truck stop/gas station in South Bay - a span of more than 50 miles. 

The rest stop, one of several, allowed riders and family members to 
freshen up, get some laughs in and talk about a variety of happy moments 
that transpired from the 215.5 mile-long motorcycle ride. 

The riders then continued on after the break, as they traveled through 
the Lake Okeechobee communities of South Bay, Belle Glade, Pahokee, 
Canal Point, Port Mayaca, Okeechobee, Buckhead Ridge, Lakeport and 
Moore Haven. 

Stops were made at Port Mayaca for a group photo shoot and at an 
Okeechobee gas station before heading to the Ortona Cemetery, where the 
late Jerry Micco Sr. was laid to rest in 2001. 

The brief gravesite stop preceded the ride’s final two stops, which 
were at a gas station in Moore Haven and an end-of-ride dinner/gathering 
at the Billie Swamp Safari in Big Cypress. 

“It was first time I rode down Snake Road since Vincent passed,” 
Loretta Micco said as she fought back tears. “It was really hard, but God 
has given us strength each day to get through it. We’re all still shocked that 
we’re here without Vincent. But one thing I do know is that both Vincent 
and Jerry are in heaven together. It gives us hope because we’ll get to see 
them again one day.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Brighton Tribal preschoolers recite the Pledge of Allegiance in the Seminole Creek language in the 
backdrop of the Seminole Color Guard as part of the 24th annual Veterans Day celebration held at 
the Brighton Reservation Florida Seminole Veteran’s Building on Nov. 7. 


Tribal Council Chairman James E. Billie, right, joined with special 
guests Dr. Robert L. Primeaux, left, and country singer Lacy J. 
Dalton, center. 



Photo courtesy of Seminole Media Productions 

The Florida Seminole Veterans made a donation to the Raymond E. Darling VFW Post 6023 
-Indiantown, FL Building Fund during the Nov. 7 celebration. L to R: John W. Huff Sr., Sammie 
Gopher, Billy F. Blake (VFW Post 6023), Jack Smith Jr., David Nunez Jr., David S. Shelton (VFW Post 
6023), Stanlo Johns, Eddie Shore, Moses B. Osceola and Ted Nelson Sr. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Florida Seminole Tribal Princess Jewel Buck and Tribal war 
veteran Sammie Gopher share a moment together during the 
Veterans Day celebration on Nov. 7 at the Brighton Veteran’s 
Building. 


♦ VETERANS 

From page 1A 


“It is vitally important to honor our (Native) vets because it’s never 
really been done,” Primeaux said. “To be here is a sign of respect among us 
as Native people. Being in the position I am in has allowed me to be able 
to reach out to a lot of influential people that can draw attention to Indian 
issues and the Initiative.” 

Songs and musical performances also included the Brighton Tribal 
preschool, the Charter School students singing songs in the Seminole 
Creek language along with songs by Grammy nominated country singer 
and songwriter Lacy J. Dalton. 


In the U.S., Veterans Day falls annually on Nov. 11. The day is the 
anniversary of the signing of the armistice, which took place on the 11th 
hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month of 1918 between Germany and the 
Allied Nations. 

Their truce ended World War I hostilities between the two groups. An 
Act was then approved in May 1938, which made Nov. 11 in each year a 
legal holiday, formally known as Armistice Day and was originally intended 
to honor veterans of World War I. Years later, World War II required the 
largest mobilization of service men in the history of the United States and 
the American forces fought in Korea. 

In 1954, veteran service organizations asked Congress to change the 
word “Armistice” to “Veterans.” Congress approved the change and it 
became a day to honor all American veterans. 


♦ GOPHER 

From page 1A 


(AirMobile) from August 1966 through March 1967. McCoy allowed, 
however, “everyone gave him a wide berth when he was drinking,” 
relating the story of a night when a whooping Gopher suddenly grabbed 
his machine gun and shot a large tent down. Warned that he might face a 
court martial, Gopher replied, “You can’t court martial me. We’re still at 
war with you S.O.B.s” 

“Next morning I ask Charlie what the hell he was talking about 
saying we are at war. He tells me the story about (the Seminoles) never 
having made a treaty with the U.S.” 

At the Battle of Kim Son,” said McCoy, a wounded, bleeding Gopher 
refused to retreat and singlehandedly provided cover for soldiers to 
escape a surprise ambush that caused more than 120 wounded. “I believe 
Charlie’s actions kept the NVA from over-running us and killing us all.” 

“If it hadn’t been for Charlie’s bravery, I’m sure we would have lost 
many more men. Now when men speak of Charlie, let no one say he was 
without courage. When you speak of him, know that he is not forgotten 
and lives on in the hearts of many men who knew him.” 

Less than two months after his discharge from the Army, Gopher 
hung himself. 

It was “five days before my second birthday and five months before 
the birth of my sister,” said Rita Gopher McCabe (no relation to Marc). 
“It brings so much sadness over me when I think about my father’s death 
. . . such a tragic ending to a life that had touched so many people and had 
so many more lives left to touch.” 

What happened? To Gopher’s family, including wife, Louise, and to 
the VA’s McCabe, it’s a no brainer. “Charlie Gopher was a classic case 
of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).” A psychological disorder 
with a long recorded history of incapacitating hundreds of thousands of 
individuals who were in combat or traumatized by an event in their life, 
PTSD causes nightmares and flashbacks, sleep difficulties and feelings of 
estrangement. 

“Everyone said Charlie was different when he came back home. He 
was described as belligerent, angry, wanting to be alone,” said the VA’s 
McCabe. “And he was an alcoholic. All signs of PTSD.” 

PTSD, however, did not exist in Gopher’s day. Not by that name, 
anyway. The terms “shell shock” and “combat fatigue” had been around 
since the Civil War to describe a medical phenomenon that has impacted 
warriors for more than 2,700 years. PTSD wasn’t accepted as a standard 
by the VA Medical Administration for psychiatric service related disability 
until 1986. 

“If Charlie Gopher were alive today, he would immediately be 
granted a 70-100 percent disability. Even his suicide points directly to 
PTSD,” McCabe said. (In 2005, the suicide rate among male Veteran VA 
users was 37.19 per 100,000, three times the non-VA rate. Studies also 
show that one of every four PTSD-diagnosed veterans have attempted 
suicide.) 

McCabe will present a package to the U.S. Army Review Board in 
mid-December, asking that Gopher’s discharge be upgraded to Honorable. 
“He should have never been allowed to re-enlist,” McCabe said. “But the 
military provided no programs or treatment for PTSD back then.” 

The package includes a letter from Seminole Chairman Billie, letters 
from soldiers who served with Gopher in Vietnam, support from Tribal 
Vietnam vets, a detailed report by McCabe and a touching letter from 
daughter Rita, who points out that her father’s discharge 37 years ago still 
has wide effect on his Tribe. 

“My father, a Seminole warrior, went to battle for his people. The 
Seminole culture honors its warriors. As a warrior culture, there is a great 
deal of family pride associated with serving honorably. When a warrior 
is dishonored, either in combat or afterwards, it reflects not only on the 
individual but on his family as well. This tarnish is not easily polished and 
the family wears it for many years afterwards.” 

The Tribal family includes a clan system of hundreds, Rita pointed 
out. “My grandparents John Henry and Maude Gopher are no longer 
with us. I don’t think that they ever fully understood what happened to 
my father,” she said. “All they knew was that he was a different man 
when he came home from Vietnam than before he left. It saddened my 
grandmother. She may not have understood what happened to him. But 
she did have a feeling something wasn’t right. She hoped for it to one day 
be corrected. I hope that this day will soon be upon us.” 
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It’s up to me to be drug free 


Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress seniors grab top honors in their Red Ribbon Week Billboard Contest during the Oct. 27 awards ceremony for 
Red Ribbon Week celebrations. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

Community members, employees and leaders of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida make a concentrated 
effort throughout the year to combat the use of harmful 
substances and high-risk behavior. Their combined 
effort is making a positive impact Tribal wide and is 
influencing the future. 

Once a year, they join millions of Americans in 
designating one week to raise awareness regarding the 
need for alcohol, tobacco and other drug and violence 
prevention, early intervention and treatment services. 

Red Ribbon Week began after the kidnapping, 
torture and brutal murder of Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena 
in 1985. He angered leaders of the Mexican drug 
cartels when he was instrumental in the eradication of 
a multimillion dollar narcotics manufacturing operation 
in Chihuahua, Mexico, that was trafficking drugs into 
the United States. 

The dramatic events that followed Camarena’s 
disappearance and death were chronicled in national 
media and exposed the dark world of drug trafficking 
and its consequences. An outpouring of support in 
his hometown of Calexico, Calif., became a voice for 
prevention to reduce demand for illegal drugs and 
illegal use of legal drugs in America. 

The following year, the California State PTA 
adopted the Red Ribbon Week campaign, and in 1988 
it was recognized nationally with President Ronald 
Reagan and First Lady Nancy Reagan serving as the 


first Honorary Chairs. This special week has become 
an important event for the Seminole Tribe and grows in 
momentum each year. 

The F amily Services Department on each reservation 
coordinates the activities which are sponsored by each 
of the service departments, community members, 
churches and youth organizations. Their combined 
effort produced outstanding results for the 2011 Red 
Ribbon Week. 

“This is a whole collaborative community coming 
together,” said Big Cypress Ahfachkee School Principal 
Lucy Dafoe. “The kids can see that it is important 
from the top down. They have pledged to stay drug 
and alcohol free. What the community has done of this 
magnitude is heartwarming to see. I hope that this keeps 
all our kids and communities safe.” 

Big Cypress kicked off this year’s Red Ribbon with 
a Prayer Walk at the canal and Snake Road intersection. A 
record number of approximately 80 people participated 
in the early morning event following prayer and spiritual 
encouragement from Deacon Joe Osceola Sr., Pastor 
Arlen Payne of the B.C. New Testament Baptist Church 
and Moses Jumper Jr. of the First Baptist Church of Big 
Cypress. 

An enormous amount of volunteer service, 
planning and creativity went into organizing the annual 
Red Ribbon Parades in Big Cypress and Immokalee. 
Marching bands, horse drawn carriages, the Color 
Guard, senior citizen cavalcade, fire trucks, Seminole 

+ Please see RED RIBBON on page 4A 


Senior Profile: Marine Veteran Dan Bowers 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 


BRIGHTON — Celebrating his birthday on 
Oct. 22 with a host of family and friends, Dan Bowers 
reflected on a lifetime of memories that spanned 70 
years and carried him halfway around the world. 

A member of the panther clan, Dan Bowers was 
bom on Oct. 24, 1 94 1 , in a camp near the site of the old 
Boehmer School House in Brighton. He is the eldest 
son of Dick Bowers and Marian Cypress Bowers. 
His grandfather, Wilson Cypress, was well known 
for his hunting skills from north of Lake Okeechobee 
through the heart of the Everglades to Smallwood’s 
Store on Chokoloskee Island on the lower Gulf coast. 

During his early years, the Bowers moved 
their young family to Dania in search of work and 
Dan began his education. “Dan and I attended Miss 
Wilson’s first grade class together,” said Florida 
historical, legendary and wildlife artist Guy LaBree. 
“He is one of my oldest Seminole friends, and I 
cherish the days we played together in the woods and 
shared our experiences.” 

“Dan returned to Brighton and we became 
classmates from the fourth grade all the way through 
high school in Okeechobee,” said Alta Lee Thomas- 
Barber. “There aren’t very many of us left from 
the old days, and I feel really privileged to share 
in celebrating this important occasion with Dan. 
Growing up, he lived life to the fullest between school 
work, his love of football and work at the U-Save, but 
he still found time for his friends.” 

Following graduation from Okeechobee High 
School, Bowers enrolled in technical school in 
Lawrence, Kan., to learn masonry skills. From there 
he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps on Oct. 
4, 1964, in Kansas City, Mo., and went off to boot 
camp in San Diego, Calif. 

“I always knew that I was going into the military,” 
Bowers said. “In the 1950s I saw Roy Nash Osceola 
and Herbert Cypress when they were home on leave 
in their full dress uniforms. As a boy, they were my 
heroes and inspiration and I wanted to be just like 
them.” 

“You don’t know what you are made of until 
you become a Marine,” Bowers said. “They give you 
intensive training physically and mentally and then 
instill in you the enthusiasm and desire to realize your 
potential. The Marines helped me to discover who I 
am and shaped the man that I would become. They 
train you, train you some more and then retrain you 
until they make you the best that you can be.” 

At Camp Pendleton, Bowers focused on 
basic combat operations, rifle squad tactics, visual 
communication, land mine warfare and wire 
communication. His next stop was Okinawa for more 
intensive instruction in radio and wire communications 
in preparation for transfer to Vietnam. 

Sgt. Dan Bowers, Communication M.O.S. 2511 
and 2531 Wireman and Radio Specialist, arrived in 
Vietnam in 1966 for his first 18-month tour of combat 
duty. His service took him to Chu-Lai, Da-nang and 
several military offensives before returning him home 
for a 20-day leave. The Marines then sent him back 
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Sergeant Dan Bowers credits the U.S. Marine Corps with 
making him all that he could be. 


for a second tour in Vietnam that terminated with 
the completion of his four-year enlistment on Oct. 
5, 1968. He has received honors for the Vietnamese 
Campaign, National Defense Service, Vietnamese 
Service and Good Counsel Medals. 

It has been 41 years since Dan and Agnes 
Osceola Bowers were married in 1970. They 
have three children, Elrod, Rosetta and Danette. 
Their descendants continue to grow with several 
grandchildren. 

Following his military career, Bowers put his 
masonry and construction skills to work by joining 
the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
Development Corps of America (DCA) programs 
building houses in Brighton and then Hollywood, 
Sunrise and Miramar. During the 1980s he became 
director of the Seminole Construction Department and 
managed numerous major projects which included the 
Swamp Water Cafe, gift shop, restrooms and living 
quarters at the Billie Swamp Safari. 

Since his retirement, Bowers has been an active 
member of the Seminole Veterans and participated in 
their Color Guard presentations for many years. “Our 
ancestors were warriors and fought to protect their 
homes and freedom,” Bowers said. “There is great 
truth in the saying that ‘freedom isn’t free.’ I thank 
God every day for sparing my life so that I could come 
home. It has been my privilege to become a Marine 
and fight to protect our freedom, and I encourage our 
next generation to strive to meet the challenge. There 
is no finer duty than to serve your fellowman.” 


Big Cypress wins its first 
Senior Trike Fest Crown 



BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The home team finally won it! 

For the first time in the Senior Trike Fest’s 
seven-year history, the Big Cypress seniors outlasted all 
of their competitors to take home the 2011 Trike Fest 
crown on Nov. 3. 

Held at the Big Cypress Aviation Hangar, Team 
Big Cypress (127 total points) blew past runner-up and 
last year’s Trike Fest champion Team Brighton (91 total 
points), as well as Team Hollywood (48 points), Team 
Tampa (26 points) and Team Immokalee (0 points). 

The Big Cypress seniors were visibly overjoyed by 
their overall victory, as many of them embraced each 
other and smiled broadly at their accomplishment. 

“It’s a great feeling for us to come out and win it the 
way we did,” said Big Cypress Tribal senior Moses “Big 
Shot” Jumper, who won five medals at this year’s Trike 
Fest, including Male Super Senior of the Year. 

“We got motivated and dug in as hard as we possibly 
could,” Jumper continued. “It really showed out there.” 

Team Big Cypress (5:33.88) easily got by Team 
Brighton (6:14.94), Team Hollywood (6:24.40) and 


Team Tampa (11:20.94) in the team relay races - 
perhaps the day’s most exciting event. 

The team relay race was different from years past, as 
the puzzle challenge was added to the team cone weave 
competition. Each team consisted of five people, with 
the first four teammates competing in the cone weave 
relay and the fifth one piecing together a puzzle to finish 
the relay. Team Big Cypress also came out on top in the 
cone weave, maze and puzzle challenge categories. 

“It was our turn to be the champions,” Big Cypress 
Tribal senior Minnie Tigertail said. “Brighton had it for 
so long.” 

Team Brighton did not go empty-handed, however, 
as Brighton senior Patty Waldron placed first overall 
in the Best Dressed Triker Contest. Fellow Brighton 
seniors Alice Sweat and Jenny Johns came in second 
and third overall, respectively. 

Team Brighton outlasted its competition to take 
home top honors in the ladder ball and ladder toss 
categories. 

Meanwhile, Team Tampa took home its third 
consecutive Trike Fest trophy for Most Participants by 

♦ Please see TRIKE FEST on page 5A 


GNL focuses on Seminole 
history in Collier County 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

EVERGLADES CITY — Acting as 
ambassadors of the Seminole Tribe, Mary Jene 
Koenes and her granddaughter, Dayra, wowed an 
audience of 68 participants in their Greater Naples 
Leadership (GNL) history day session on Oct. 19. 

The group met in the conference room of 
Everglades City Hall. Listed on the national registry 
of historical sites, the structure was originally built 
as the first Collier County Court House in the 1920s 
and stands within a few miles of many traditional 
Seminole campsites and the Smallwood Trading Post. 
It provided the perfect setting for a brief glance at the 
Native American influence on South Florida and the 
impact of Seminole history in the region. 

In its 16th year, GNL acquaints new Florida 
residents, who are interested in volunteering their 
skills to nonprofit organizations, with a basic 
knowledge of the community in which they plan 
to serve. Hoping they will apply their leadership 
skills, talents and experience to assist programs in 
Collier County, GNL focuses on history, culture, 
communication, health care, education, environment, 
growth, human services, government and law. 

Having recently purchased retirement or second 
homes in Florida, the audience learned during the 
introduction that they weren’t the first immigrants 
to the area. The Florida peninsula has been home 
to Native Americans since archaic times and for 
centuries, it was the winter hunting grounds of the 
ancestors of the Seminole Tribe who originated in the 
southeastern region of North America. 

Attempted domination by the European cultures 
forced the Seminole forefathers to emigrate southward 
from their permanent settlements as early as the late 
1600s. Continued pressure by encroaching settlers and 
the Indian Removal Act of the 1800s resulted in three 
Seminole Wars and eventual withdrawal by survivors 
to isolation deep within the Everglades. The Seminole 
ancestors paid for their right to a Florida existence 
with their blood. 

Dayra Koenes immediately captivated her 
audience by reciting the Manteele and then turned 
the floor over to her grandmother, Mary Jene, who 
addressed the gathering in Mikasuki during brief 
opening remarks. Acquainting the assembly with 
Seminole culture, she next supplied a background of 
Tribal history that covered the past 150 years in South 
Florida. 

The majority of the group was surprised to learn 
that the region had remained an untamed frontier of 
natural resources inhabited, almost exclusively, by 
Seminoles until the past 85 years. With the arrival 
of speculators and developers, the area has been 
transformed forever. 

Koenes also explored the transition of the 



Judy Weeks 

The Greater Naples Leadership featured a history day 
presentation by Mary Jene Koenes and her granddaughter, 
Dayra, at Everglades City Hall. 


Seminole economy and gradual evolution of the Tribal 
government with its sovereign status and constitution. 
Observing that their economy is more than casinos, 
she discussed their agricultural contributions, cattle 
industry, citrus, sugarcane and Hard Rock enterprises. 

During a question and answer sessions, the 
Koenes women both fielded inquiries focused on 
education, youth and recreation programs, health 
care, citizenship, environmental concerns, cultural 
preservation and natural resources. Many of the 
participants expressed their astonishment when they 
learned that the Tribal members are self-sufficient, pay 
income taxes and are proud veterans and supporters of 
the U.S. Military. 

“We may not have had money, but we were never 
poor,” said Mary Jene Koenes. “The Seminoles have 
always been some of the richest people on Earth 
because of their heritage, culture, family traditions and 
love. We are devoting our energy into preserving and 
promoting these principles for our future generations. 
This will ensure our continued survival in an ever- 
changing world.” 
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Judge No. 2 quits Smallwood Store Case 

New judge sets Nov. 30 hearing 


BY PETER B^GALLAGHER 

Special Projects Reporter 

NAPLES — Without offering any excuse, a 
second Collier County Circuit Judge has walked away 
from the Smallwood Store/Collier County v. Florida 
Georgia Grove LLP (FGG) case. 

A descendent of a pioneer Collier County 
family, the Hon. Cythia Pivacek recused herself as 
the successor to Judge Hugh Hayes, the original 
case Judge, who walked away in October when FGG 
accused him of being partial to the County since the 
Courthouse Annex was dedicated in his honor. 

The case has now been given to Judge Lauren L. 
Brodie, who is usually found sitting before Family 
Law and Juvenile Delinquency cases. Judge Brodie 
has set a hearing for 2:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 30. 
“I hope she doesn’t step down. All of these delays 
are killing us,” said Lynn Smallwood-McMillin, who 
manages the 106-year-old historical Museum at the 
southern tip of Chokoloskee. 

The Smallwood Store was closed April 14 when 
FGG put up a fence and closed the only access road 
- Mamie Street - in a bold move to force permitting 
agencies to allow them to develop acreage they own 


contiguous to the Store. Judge Hayes ordered FGG to 
replace the road, however, just before stepping down. 

The replacement road - half as wide, unpaved and 
unevenly graded - is barely passable. “Most people 
pull up and turn around and leave. We are essentially 
still closed with no end in sight,” said McMillin, who 
has emptied the Store’s critical repair budget to pay 
for legal fees. “I don’t know what we are going to do.” 

At the Nov. 30 Status Conference hearing, Judge 
Brodie will hear arguments on why FGG should (or 
shouldn’t) follow Judge Hayes’ order to put the road 
back like it was before it was torn up. 

“It is really sad that these guys would rather pay 
for their attorneys than pay to put the road back so 
the Smallwood Store can resume normal operations,” 
said Rachael Loukonen, of Naples, the Smallwood’s 
principal attorney. “It’s a shame for another precious 
part of Florida history to be burned away like that 
through legislation.” 

Store owner Ted Smallwood was one of the first 
merchants to trade with, and provide credit to, the 
Seminole Indians in the early 1900s when Seminoles 
began to emerge from their exile deep in the 
Everglades, where they hid during the Seminole Wars. 


Tribal Council holds special 
meeting in Brighton 


♦ FLORIDA 

From page 1A 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Florida Humanities Council Executive Director Janine Farver and Independent Seminole Bobby C. Billie after the meeting. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal Council held a special 
meeting Oct. 14 at the Brighton Veteran’s Building 
and passed 43 resolutions, including the United States 
Department of the Interior U.S. Geological Survey 
fiscal year 2012 joint funding agreement for water 
resources investigation. Other resolutions passed 
included: 

• Resolution 33: United States Environmental 
Protection Agency grant application for funding of 
the Hollywood water infrastructure project 


• Resolution 38: Seminole Tribe of Florida 
filming permission letter granting Charlie Scott 
Osceola permission to film a music video on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; Ratification 

• Resolution 45 : Grant of easement for right-of- 
way for BIA Road 1281 (aka Josie Billie Highway) 
Seminole Tribe of Florida (grantor) Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Branch of Roads (grantee) - Big Cypress 
Seminole Reservation 

• Resolution 49: Approval of agreement with 
BMI for eating and drinking establishments music 
license for the Seminole Indian Casino-Immokalee; 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity 


audience where he had been listening to speaker after 
speaker (including the Honorary Vice Counsel of Spain 
in Tampa and the Florida French Consulate) extolling 
the virtues of the massive state celebration. “Everyone’s 
happy,” Billie began, “but I’m not happy. I’m not 
celebrating. Before the Spanish came, it was paradise. 
It’s not paradise anymore. They killed the whole state.” 

Billie passed out copies of a lengthy typed 
document from his “Council of the Original 
Miccosukee Simanolee Nation Aboriginal People” 
detailing his beliefs and opinions regarding Native 
oppression from Florida’s Spanish Colonial period 
through current times. (See page 10A for excerpt of 
this document.) Rachel Porter, the state’s lead Viva La 
Florida coordinator, said later that she welcomed the 


participation and input of Florida’s Indians. “Our hope 
is that we can explore all of the issues concerning the 
Florida Indians and make something positive happen. 
We want them with us every step of the way. We want 
to know what they want and what they want us to do.” 

The Ybor gathering, titled The Business of Viva 
Florida 500, was sponsored by the Florida Humanities 
Council and featured remarks from Second District 
Court of Appeals Judge E.J. Salcines, Secretary of 
State Browning, Dr. Michael Francis, University of 
North Florida; Susannah Costello, VISIT FLORIDA; 
Glen Hastings, St. John’s County Tourist Development 
Council; and Bruce Neff, Key West Historic Marker 
Tours Inc. 


♦ RED RIBBON 

From page 3A 


Casino Immokalee and Seminole Police 
escort led the way for a multitude of floats 
prepared by the various departments 
based on this year’s theme of “It’s Up to 
Me to be Drug Free!” 

Capt. Kipper Connell from Tampa’s 
Seminole Police Department hosted a 
meaningful presentation for children 
and adults in Brighton concerning the 
importance of remaining drug free. 
The Wacky Drug Free Olympics for 
preschoolers and community youth 
further instilled this year’s Red Ribbon 
theme. 

The Hollywood Boys & Girls 
Club in conjunction with the Family 
Services Department sponsored a youth 
performance night featuring several 
Tribal musicians. The resonance of 
drums, guitars and pianos filled the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium for the 
benefit of parents and friends in this 
community’s drug free activity. 

The creativity held no boundaries 
in the poster, door and billboard contests 
held in Big Cypress and Immokalee. 
Each entry was based on this year’s Red 
Ribbon theme and displayed enthusiasm 


and ingenuity, making for very difficult 
decisions on behalf of the impartial 
judges. The Diana Yzaguirre Memorial 
Library in Immokalee pulled out all 
stops and won both the door and parade 
contest with their extraordinary “Don’t 
Monkey Around with Drugs” entries 
that appealed to all ages. Big Cypress 
hosted a community dinner and awards 
ceremony for the contestants and their 
families. 

The Kids ’ Fun Day in Immokalee left 
a lasting impression on the community 
that will display a year-round reminder 
for its residents. Groups of youngsters 
accompanied by an adult painted each 
of the community fire hydrants in bright 
colors, creative designs and drug free 
slogans. A Backwards Amazing Race 
and Community Campfire added to the 
festivities. 

The Joshua Street Spiritual Singers 
from Stillwell, Okla., gave a Red 
Ribbon performance at The First Baptist 
Church in Big Cypress with Pastor 
Bruce Pratt and then participated in a 
Spirit Night presentation at The First 
Seminole Baptist Church of Immokalee 
with Pastor Josh LeadingFox. A special 
service of inspiration and recognition of 
a Remembrance Cross drew a full house 
for both occasions. 



Rachel Buxton 

David King races against the clock during Brighton’s Red Ribbon Week 
Youth Wacky Drug Free Olympics on Oct. 20. 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton’s Tribal youth have a little fun being drug free on Oct. 20 during the 
Youth Wacky Drug Free Olympics held at the Charter School. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal musical talents join together to complete their latest Boys & Girls Club and 
Tribal Family Services sponsored event in support of Red Ribbon Week festivities on Oct. 27. 




Naji Tobias 

The Hollywood Reservation’s golfers hoist the 2011 Rez Cup after coming out on top in this 
year’s Seminoles in Recovery Red Ribbon Classic Golf Tournament on Oct. 22. 


Judy Weeks 

Diane Yzaguirre Memorial Library won first place for its Red Ribbon parade 
float and also won the door contest in Immokalee’s Red Ribbon celebration. 


Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress community takes a prayer walk down Josie Billie Highway 
during the Oct. 24 kickoff of Red Ribbon Week. 
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Tribal elder Jimmie Hank Osceola 
reminisces on days as a barber 



Chris C. Jenkins 

A youthful Jimmie Hank Osceola, longtime barber to many 
Tribal citizens at various locations in the early 1950s and 
60s, became the first licensed Seminole barber in the area. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Former 10-year Seminole barber Jimmie Hank Osceola gets 
a hair cut from Jonny Yasso, three-year owner and master 
barber of Jonny B’s barbershop at 6301 Stirling Road. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal elder and former barber Jimmie Hank Osceola, seated, joined by son Kevin Osceola, fourth from left, Hollywood 
Community Liaison Richard Osceola, third from left, and master barber and owner Jonny Yasso, far left, at his barbershop 
Jonny B’s in Davie on Oct. 28. Known as a location for Tribal citizens to regularly get haircuts, the four casually gathered 
at the shop as part of an arrangement by Richard Osceola to add Jimmie Hank Osceola’s picture to the wall of the shop. 


Big Cypress construction begins at 
Basin 4 for storm water treatment 



SUB M ITTED BY STEVEN H. LUFF 

Environmental Resource Management Department 

BIG CYPRESS — November marked the 
beginning of construction around the pastures and 
cypress heads just north of the new Waste Water 
Treatment Plant in Big Cypress. Basin 4 - the next in 
a series of four storm water treatment projects - will 
include 3.5 miles of canals, two pump stations and 
three access roads. The construction will be located 
at the north boundary of the Big Cypress Reservation 
just west of the North Feeder Canal. Construction is 
expected to continue through August 2012, so residents 
should expect to see some dust and hear some noise 
from the trucks and bulldozers working throughout 
most of next year. 

When completed, Basin 4 will improve the control 
of flood water in the general area from Josie Billie 
Highway on the west and from the Big Cypress RV 
Resort on the south. But, it will take a few years for 


the new drainage control to take effect. After Basin 
4 operates, new area drainage ditches will need to 
be completed, so water from neighboring areas can 
be pumped away. The plans for the area drainage 
ditches are being developed, but Basin 4 needs to be 
constructed first. 

In addition to improved storm water control, the 
system is designed to re-water the existing wetlands 
inside the Basin 4 footprint, plus remove phosphorus 
and other pollutants from the water before being 
discharged into the North Feeder Canal. 

Remember, although construction work is 
interesting to watch, don’t get close. The heavy 
equipment operators are focused on their work and are 
not expecting someone to show up suddenly. Stay safe 
- please stay a safe distance away. 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns, 
call Steven Luff, Environmental Resource Management 
Department, at 863-902-3200 ext. 13420. 


♦ TRIKE FEST 

From page 3A 


Percentage, with a rate of 
50 percent. Team Brighton 
(32 percent of Tribal senior 
participation), Team Big 
Cypress (28 percent), Team 
Hollywood (17 percent) and 
Team Immokalee (12 percent) 
placed second through fifth 
overall in Tribal senior 
participation category. 

Team Hollywood came 
out on top overall in the Best 
Decorated Trike category to 
round out the Trike Fest’s major 
awards. 

Brighton Tribal Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., who 
looked somewhat stunned that 
his team failed to take home top 
honors for the fifth consecutive 
year, summed up how the Trike 
Fest transpired in his own 
words. 

“We had less people this 
time,” Brighton Tribal Council 
Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr. said. 
“That’s why we didn’t win. 
We’re going to get more people 
involved next year, so we can 
take the title back.” 




Naji Tobias 

Brighton Tribal elder Connie Whidden participates in the 
maze trike race. 


Naji Tobias 

Hollywood’s Charles Hires, left, leads the way for his squad in the Trike Fest team relays, as Tampa 
Tribal citizen/Fitness Specialist Nick Frank, right, looks on. 



Naji Tobias 

Tampa’s Bobby Henry placed first overall in the 
senior men’s category of the Best Dressed Triker 
contest. 




Naji Tobias 

Team Big Cypress celebrates their winning the Trike Fest traveling trophy for the first time. 


Team Hollywood comes out on top in the Best Decorated Trike contest. 


Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Brighton’s Jenny Johns stands out in the Best 
Dressed Triker contest, as she places third in the 
senior women’s category. 
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Battiest Brothers win best video 
at American Indian Film Awards 


Team Big Cypress emerges victorious 
at SPD Explorers Field Day event 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Zach “Doc” Battiest, left, The Storm music video director 
Steven Paul Judd, center, and Spencer Battiest. 

BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. — The Storm , the 
song and video production starring Seminole Tribal 
citizens Spencer and Doc Battiest, and directed by 
Stephen Paul Judd, was awarded Best Music Video of 
201 1 at the 36th annual American Indian Film Festival. 
The Battiest Brothers performed live before a capacity 
crowd at the American Indian Motion Picture Awards 
on Saturday, Nov. 12 at the Palace of Fine Arts in San 
Francisco. 

“It was a real honor to be honored by the American 
Indian Film Institute,” said Zachary “Doc” Battiest. 
“We’ve been to award shows before and came close, 
but we never were able to bring one home. And the 
award we won was one of the most important!” 

Performing live before Natives from around the 


globe added to the joyous occasion. “We got one of 
the only standing ovations of the night, and I can’t 
describe how great it was to hear all the different 
nations doing their calls,” added Doc. “You could 
hear the Osage, the Sac and Fox, the Inuit from up 
near the Arctic Circle, the Porno Nation, each one 
doing their Tribal calls. And the woman lu-lu-ing, 
you could hear them all! It was incredible: one giant 
applause with the whole place standing!” 

Sponsored by the American Indian Film 
Institute, The American Indian Motion Picture 
Awards Show recognizes excellence in American 
Indian and Canadian First Nations cinematic 
achievement and is considered one of the most 
prominent Indian Country and Native Cinema 
showcases. 

In addition to the Battiest Brothers’ Hip Hop/ 
R&B performance, others who performed live 
included Blues singer/songwriter Derek Miller, 
Punk/Indie band Miracle Dolls, comedian JR 
Redwater, and violinist Swil Kanim. 

The Awards: BEST FILM: Shouting Secrets, 
Korinna Sehringer, director; BEST DIRECTOR: 
Andrew Okpeaha MacLean, On The Ice; BEST 
ACTOR: Chaske Spencer, Shouting Secrets; BEST 
ACTRESS: Michelle St. John, Every Emotion Costs; 
BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR: Tyler Christopher, 
Shouting Secrets; BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS: 
Roseanne Supernault, Every Emotion Costs; BEST 
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE: The Thick Dark Fog, 
Randy Vasquez, director; BEST DOCUMENTARY 
SHORT: Columbus Day Legacy, Bennie Klain, 
director; BEST LIVE SHORT SUBJECT: Search 
For The World’s Best Indian Taco, Steven Paul Judd, 
Director; BEST ANIMATION: Amaqqut Nunaat 
(The Country of Wolves), Neil Christopher, director; 
BEST MUSIC VIDEO: The Storm, Spencer & 
Doc Battiest, Steven Paul Judd, director; BEST 
INDUSTRIAL: American Indian Actors, Sterlin Harjo, 
director; EAGLE SPIRIT AWARD HONOREES: 
Everett Freeman (Posthumous Presentation), and (the 
late) Jessie Little Doe Baird. 


+ FAIR 

From page 1A 


important paintings and pictures are to the Tribe and 
its citizens. 

“Pictures are the best way to tell our story,” 
Cypress said. “They’re like 1,000 words to us.” 

Cypress discussed in further detail the significance 
that paintings hold to the Seminole Tribe, specifically 
when it comes to how the Tribal citizens view a variety 
of aspects, such as nature, animals, the culture and the 
traditions they have within their Tribe. 

“A lot of the paintings you see are of the clans we 
have here,” Cypress said. “We have a lot of drawings 
of alligators, panthers, otters, snakes and others that 
represent our clans. You’ll know that you’re coming 
into our history when you look at the art gallery.” 

Seminole Princess Jewel Buck, who came out to 
the AIAC Festival on Nov. 4, said she was pleased to 
view the vast display of elements as it relates to her 
culture. 

In Buck’s eyes, features that stood out to her 
included Clint and James Holt’s alligator show, the 
variety of Seminole patchwork, beadwork and arts 
at the booth stands and a special presentation from 
Dakota Tribe of South Dakota hula dancer John 
Locke, among several others. 

“I’m very honored to meet and greet everyone out 
here,” Buck said. “It’s a great way to know my Tribe 
better. As Seminole people, we take time to honor our 
history and our culture. The arts festival lights up with 
color all around here. It’s just beautiful to see.” 

Immokalee Tribal citizen Rhonda Nunez, who 
spent time with Big Cypress Tribal senior Patsy Billie 
at her beadwork display booth, said she learned a 
valuable lesson from the Tribal elder on how to create 
a daisy chain out of a beadwork design. 

“I just love it,” Nunez said. “It’s just amazing 
what you could with the beads here. Our culture 
department in Immokalee is really involved with our 
people and is showing us the art of beadwork. I would 
really like to get back into it myself.” 

Meanwhile, Hollywood Tribal senior Wanda 
Bowers said she noticed the variety of Seminole arts, 
crafts and foods that were available for the public to 
experience. 

Bowers spoke highly of the variety of Tribal 
member vendors who showed off their talents at the 
AIAC Festival. Some of the standouts, according to 
her, included booths such as the Naples community’s 
arts and crafts display, Big Cypress Tribal citizen 
Almira Billie’s Indian food booth and the Tomahawk 
Ribs food booth, owned by Fort Pierce Tribal citizen 
Shamy Tommie and his wife, Wanda Tommie. 

“You’ve got your faithful Tribal member vendors 



Naji Tobias 

Kevin Locke, a Native hula-hoop dancer, performs at the 
14th annual AIAC Festival on Nov. 4. 


that love what they do,” Bowers said. “They love to 
make their own stuff. We’re the only Tribe that makes 
our patchwork, our beadwork and our traditional foods 
in our own expression. They love to get that out there 
to the public.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Programs Officer Paul 
Perry summed up the AIAC Festival in terms of Tribal 
member involvement. 

“The Museum is always happy to see good Tribal 
member turnout at the AIAC because that indicates 
they’ve ‘bought into’ this program,” Perry said. “They 
have a real sense of ownership and pride. And it’s that 
pride that validates the Museum’s mission and goals.” 

For more information on the AIAC Festival and 
all Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum related initiatives, contact 
Perry at 863-902-3211. 



Naji Tobias 

During the Oct. 15 SPD Explorers Field Day event, Seminole 
Police Department Chief William Latchford, left, presents 
Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, right, with 
a special award for his contribution to the SPD’s National 
Police Week trip to Washington, D.C. this past May. 



Naji Tobias 

Team Tampa places second overall out of five teams in the 
SPD Explorers Field Day event on Oct. 15. There were a total 
of four events, which included the penny toss, archery, axe 
throwing and the elephant trunk. A total of approximately 25 
Tribal youth from five reservations participated in the event. 



Breens 


Naji Tobias 

Team Big Cypress comes out on top as the home team outlasts four others in the inaugural SPD Explorers Field Day event. 



Naji Tobias 


Team Immokalee placed third out of five teams from the SPD Explorers Field Day event on Oct. 15. 




Naji Tobias 

Team Big Cypress participant Jason Melton speaks about how 
it feels to help his home team place first overall. 


Naji Tobias 

Hollywood SPD employee Diane Buster gets honored for 
helping plan the department’s May trip to Washington, D.C. 
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David Jumper receives commemorative 
Sports Illustrated Magazine 



Naji Tobias 

During the Nov. 3 Senior Trike Fest at the Big Cypress Aviation Hangar, Tribal citizen David Juniper, left, was presented 
with a commemorative gift from members of the Tribal Council leadership: a 1965 Sports Illustrated magazine copy that 
features the former cross country Tribal athlete in the issue. Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, second from 
left, Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Andrew J. Bowers Jr., second from right, and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. 
Osceola, right, were on hand for the special presentation. 


Big Cypress Tribal senior Rudy Osceola 
presented with saddle as special gift 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Councilman’s Office presented Rudy Osceola with a specialized saddle as his retirement gift during a special 
presentation at the Big Cypress Community Meeting on Nov. 3. Osceola retired last month after 38 years of employment with 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. He spent most of his working career in the Big Cypress Cattle and Range Department. 


Annual Trail Fish Fry benefits 2012 Florida Native Recovery Convention 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 





Chris C. Jenkins 


Helene Buster, Tribal Family Services Department director, welcomes guests to the Seminoles in Recovery Trail Special Tribal guest speaker Norman “Skeeter” Bowers gives his 
Fish Fry held at the Trail Independent Baptist Church on Oct. 15. The event featured horse shoes, a 50/50 raffle, own personal testimony in overcoming alcohol abuse to dozens in 
door prizes and other activities to raise funds for the 2012 Florida Native American Recovery Convention. attendance during the third annual Fish Fry. 


Tribal youth Mary Pauline Cantu enjoys the water slide. 


President Sanchez welcomes Native women’s group 



Chris C. Jenkins 


President Tony Sanchez Jr. welcomes guests of the Family Violence Prevention and Services Program to the Hollywood 
Reservation and to the Hard Rock as part of their Tribal Grantee meetings held Nov. 8-10. FVPSA supports Native women 
with emergency shelter and related assistance as victims of domestic violence as well as their dependents. For more 
information, visit www. acf.hhs.gov/programs. 
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President Sanchez hosts Immokalee Community BBQ 



Judy Weeks 

President Tony Sanchez Jr. sponsored an Immokalee Barbecue on Oct. 15 as an opportunity for community members and 
Board representatives to reflect upon the first 120 days in office and get to know the concerns of their constituents. Chairman 
James E. Billie said numerous changes are taking place and the ground work is being laid for future projects. The President 
and Chairman look forward to serving the communities and will announce business meetings in the not too distant future. 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida gets in the Halloween spirit 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Susie Jumper in her 
costume attire during the Trail 
Seniors Halloween Party. 
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Naji Tobias 


Naji Tobias 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


Tribal seniors Frances Osceola, Peggy From left: Tribal Senior Halloween Party costume contestants 
Osceola and Joan Jim display their costumes Linda Billie, Judy Osceola and Susie Jumper show off their 
during the Trail Seniors Halloween Party. standout attire during the Oct. 20 event. 


Fairy princess Shyanna Escobar waves her 
magic wand during the Immokalee Community 
Halloween Party on Oct. 31. 


Immokalee seniors Rachel Billie, Linda Frank 
and Nancy Motlow participate in the Immokalee 
Senior Halloween Party costume contest. 




Peter B. Gallagher 


Peter B. Gallagher 


Judy Weeks 


Peter B. Gallagher 


It was a great day at the Lakeland 
property for carving a pumpkin. 


Five-month-old Jazlynn Foster wins first Tampa senior Bobby Henry carefully carves a pumpkin at the The 18 to 35 year olds display their Best All Around costumes at the Immokalee Halloween Party on 
prize in Tampa’s costume contest. Tampa Reservation’s Halloween celebration on Oct. 29. Oct. 31. 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Human Resources Department was one of several Tribal departments that braved 
the pouring rain on Oct. 28 as they enjoyed themselves at the Big Cypress Reservation’s Halloween 
Carnival under their booth. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Tribal toddler scariest costume participants with their parents during 
the Oct. 29 Fall Festival in Hollywood. 


Princesses Mayli Tommie, left, and Maycee Holata, right, at the 
Hollywood community Fall Festival on Oct. 29. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Hollywood Tribal seniors joined by Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus Osceola Jr. are all smiles with some 
donning costumes at their annual Halloween party held at the Hollywood Senior Center on Oct. 31. 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Janessa Jones 
she shows off a purple-colored pumpkin. 


Naji Tobias 

Paul Bowers Sr., Charlotte Bowers, Rudy Osceola, Minnie Tigertail and Mitchell 
Cypress share a moment during the Oct. 19 Big Cypress Seniors Halloween Party. 



Brett Daly 

The Brighton Reservation’s Halloween Carnival costume contest was a huge hit with 
Tribal youth on Oct. 29. Dozens dressed in their scariest and cutest costumes to 
impress the judges. 


Rachel Buxton 

Clarissa Randolph wins judges’ choice in her age 
category in Brighton’s pumpkin carving contest on 
Oct. 27 for her spider and web carved pumpkin. 


Rachel Buxton 

Happy Jones is pure rock ( n’ roll with pink hair 
Oct. 31 as she joins her friends and family at the 
Brighton Senior Halloween Luncheon. 


Brett Daly 

Jaelle Weimann dresses as a ladybug at the Brighton 
Reservation’s Halloween Carnival on Oct. 29. 
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Health 


Tribal communities celebrate Wear Pink Day in support of breast cancer awareness 



Naji Tobias 

In honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Tribal citizens, community members 
and employees gathered around the exterior of the Frank Billie Office for a “Wear 
Pink Day” photo shoot on Oct. 14. 


Photo courtesy of Barbara Boling 

The Brighton Reservation showed its support of Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
by wearing pink on Oct. 27. Men wore blue to raise awareness of prostate cancer. 


Brett Daly 

Hollywood Tribal employees show support for Breast Cancer Awareness and the 
Seminole Youth Council, which will collect canned goods and toys over the holiday 
season to support Second Chance Society and the Broward County Urban League. 


Tribal employees complete 3-day walk 
for Breast Cancer Awareness 



Ryan Watson 


Congratulations to Director of Education Emma Johns and Tribal employee Julissa Collazo on completing a 60-mile, three- 
day walk in Tampa Bay benefiting breast cancer research. Johns and Collazo completed the Susan G. Komen 3-Day for 
the Cure from Oct. 28-30. Both Johns and Collazo dedicated the walk to the late Rebecca Jimenez, the former Ahfachkee 
School administrative assistant who lost her battle with the disease last April. Collazo and Jimenez were first cousins. 


Big Cypress Tribal women take part in 
Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon 



Naji Tobias 


A total of 17 Big Cypress Tribal women, including staff from the Big Cypress Health/Wellness Department, enjoyed the Oct. 
20 Breast Cancer Awareness Luncheon, which featured a special presentation from Margaret Taha, M.D. 


Tampa community shows its support 
for Breast Cancer Awareness Month 



Photo courtesy of Michele McCoy Photo courtesy of Michele McCoy 

Tampa Tribal members and staff participate in the Oct. 22 5K Breast Miranda Motlow, Broadcast Department, left, 
Cancer Walk in Tampa to show their support of Breast Cancer Awareness, and Michele McCoy, Health Department. 


Don’t diet; modify instead 


• Paula Bowers-Sanchez 

H ello Everyone! Let me start by saying thank 
you for all of your comments and feedback. 
I really appreciate your support. 

We’ve all heard that diet and exercise are the 
keys to good health. But, what does that really mean? 
First, I don’t ever like to be on a diet because for me 
it sounds like I’m not going to be able to eat certain 
foods. So instead I tell myself, “We’re gonna modify 
the foods I do eat.” 

For example, if I usually eat scrambled eggs, 
potatoes and bacon for breakfast. . .when I modify, 
maybe I’ll have scrambled egg whites, grits and 
one slice of bacon. Or I just won’t eat that kind of 
breakfast every day (save it for the weekend). The 
point is that making small changes can make a big 
difference. 

Some people tell me that it sounds easy, but it’s 
not easy to do. Look at it this way: this is the body 
we have been given; it’s the only one we’re gonna 
get. We can’t trade it in for a newer model, so let’s 
be good to it. If you need help with suggestions, we 
have nutritionists on staff in the Health Department. 
There are a ton of magazines with articles on eating 
healthy, too. Just start by setting small, realistic goals. 
You will surprise yourself! 

Now, when it comes to exercise, I look at it this 
way: Our bodies were built for movement. Does it 
matter what kind of exercise you do? Yes, it does; it 
depends on your desired results. I will say this, if you 
want to make significant changes to your body, you 
must put in the effort. You have to get out of your 
comfort zone and get uncomfortable for a little while. 
It may take a little more effort for some of us because 
we all have different metabolisms. 


When you’re 
in your 20s, it’s not 
as difficult to drop 
weight because your 
metabolism (the rate 
at which your body 
burns calories) is 
much higher. I’ve read 
articles that state our 
metabolism slows as 
we age. 

But, there are other 
factors that contribute. 

For example, how often 
you eat plays a major 
role because your metabolism slows down to save 
energy the longer you go between meals. Water is 
also important because about 70 percent of all bodily 
functions occur in water, so it’s crucial that we all get 
more water into our bodies on a daily basis. 

Muscle tissue is important, too, simply because 
the more muscle tissue you have, the more calories 
you burn. So, it is important to incorporate resistance 
training into any exercise program. This can be with 
weights, bands or even your own body weight. 

If you would like help with an exercise program, 
we have fitness centers located on each reservation 
with trainers ready to help. You can contact Suzanne 
Davis, Diabetes Educator, at the Hollywood Health 
Department at 954-962-2009. She has all the contact 
information for fitness centers and trainers. 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez is a Seminole Tribal 
citizen, an accomplished actress (film, television, 
theater) and vocalist who is a lifelong fitness 
enthusiast. 



Food safety during the holidays 


SUBMITTED BY CHERYL MCDONNELL-CANNAN 
Health Department 

The recent Listeria outbreak involving cantaloupe 
has once again brought the topic of safe food handling 
to the national stage. The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) recently estimated that one in six Americans 
become sick from foodbome (“food poisoning”) 
illnesses each year. The most common symptoms of 
food poisoning are stomach cramps, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea and fever. Most people recover completely, 
but some groups are at greater risk of serious health 
effects, such as kidney problems and even death. The 
greater risk groups include young children, the elderly, 
pregnant women and people with weakened immune 
systems. 

Keep your family and friends safe over the 
holidays. Some of the most popular holiday foods 
(think buffet dinners, eggnog and hot cider drinks) can 
pose a food safety risk and it is a good idea to take extra 
care when preparing, cooking, serving and storing food 
during the holidays. You can stop foodbome illness 
from spoiling your holidays by following these basic 
food safety tips. 

Before you start 

• Always wash your hands with soap and warm 
water before and after handling food to avoid the 
spread of bacteria. 

• Keep raw food separate from cooked and ready- 
to-eat foods to avoid cross-contamination. 

• Keep all kitchen surfaces, utensils and dishes 
clean. 

Preparing and serving holiday buffets 

• When preparing food ahead of time, cook foods 
thoroughly to a safe internal temperature (145 degrees 
F for beef, lamb and veal steaks, roasts and chops; 160 
degrees F for all cuts of pork, ground beef, lamb and 
veal; and 165 degrees F for all poultry). 

• Reheat hot foods to 165 degrees F and keep at 
140 degrees F using crock pots or warming trays. Cold 
foods can be maintained at 40 degrees F by nesting 
dishes in bowls of ice. 

• Replace empty platters rather than adding fresh 
food to a dish that already had food in it. Many people’s 
hands may have been taking food from the dish, which 
has also been sitting out at room temperature. 

• Place serving spoons and tongs with all dishes, 
even finger foods. This will prevent contamination 
between the guests and different foods. 

• Use disposable party and serving ware. Unless 
you have an ample supply of plates, cups, glasses and 
serving trays, disposable goods are more convenient 
and sanitary when serving large groups. 

• Foods should not sit at room temperature for 
more than two hours. Keep track of how long foods 
have been on the buffet table and discard anything 
there for two hours or more. 


Traveling to your holiday party 

• Carry hot dishes in insulated containers, so the 
temperature stays higher than 140 degrees F. You may 
also wrap the food in foil or heavy towels. 

• Store cold foods in a cooler filled with ice or 
freezer packs so that their temperature stays less than 
40 degrees F. Fill up any spaces in the cooler with more 
ice to make sure the cooler stays as cold as possible and 
to prevent the food from sliding around the container 
and leaking or spilling. 

Take-out foods 

• Order meat trays in several smaller platters, 
rather than two or three larger ones. This allows you to 
keep extras refrigerated until needed. 

• Foods arriving hot must be served within 
two hours, otherwise kept hot at 140 degrees F or 
refrigerated at 40 degrees F and reheated to 1 65 degrees 
F when needed. 

• Cold foods that cannot be served within two hours 
should be refrigerated at 40 degrees F until serving. 

Special holiday foods 

Eggnog is a delicious holiday tradition, but it is 
made with raw eggs, not always a safe bet. Raw eggs 
may contain Salmonella bacteria. To be safe, use 
pasteurized egg products when making eggnog. 

To prepare that special eggnog family recipe that is 
made with raw whole eggs, you must heat the eggnog 
mixture to at least 1 60 degrees F (when it coats a metal 
spoon). This also goes for other holiday favorites that 
contain raw eggs such as sauces and mousses. And 
while you may be tempted to let your children lick the 
spoon after making cookies, the raw egg batter can be 
a food safety risk for kids. 

Apple cider is a popular holiday drink, but 
unpasteurized apple cider can be a safety risk. Your 
best bet is to choose pasteurized apple cider for the 
holiday punch bowl. It has already been heat-treated 
to kill harmful bacteria and has a longer shelf-life. If 
you are going to serve unpasteurized apple cider, bring 
it to a rolling boil (when you see large bubbles moving 
quickly) to kill possible bacteria. 

Popular homemade holiday gifts include 
vegetables and herbs packed in oil (like pesto, sundried 
tomatoes and garlic oil). While these foods are a 
healthy and tasty alternative to chocolate and cookies, 
they can be a risk for food borne illness (like botulism). 
Homemade gifts that include fresh ingredients (garlic, 
fresh herbs or peppers) should be refrigerated right 
away. They last about a week and can be frozen. Gifts 
that include dehydrated ingredients (dried spices and 
herbs or sundried tomatoes) are safe to store at room 
temperature. 

During the holidays, cooking for others takes on a 
new meaning, but the same rules apply for our families 
every day. Remember, “If in doubt - throw it out.” 

For more information, please contact the 
Environmental Health Office at 954-985-2330. 
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Editorial 


More new 
business 


Breaking bread with Gov. Scott 


• James E. Billie 

W ith a little bit of 
squabbling over 
cattle owner 

requests, our Tribe’s FY 2012 
Budget is approved! Now I can 
concentrate on the many other 
pressing matters at hand. Nearly 
six months have passed so 
rapidly; I can’t believe it is “turkey shoot” time already. 
And Christmas is at hand. 

It has been my practice, over the years of being your 
Chairman, to bring new projects that would create added 
income for our Tribe. This is evident in the many hours 
this Council has spent reviewing and considering new 
projects during our first six months in office. 

Recently, I was told by one of our accountants: 
“Why are you looking for other businesses when your 
casinos are bringing in such great income? Try to do 
more of them!” 

That didn’t make sense to me. My answer to that is, 
“Don’t worry, I am not taking your advice! I will always 
look for other avenues of business and other income 
producing projects.” 

In this Budget, the Tribal Council has streamlined 
our many programs to be more efficient and to make sure 
they reach out to everyone in our Tribe. But, at the same 
time, we have new challenges to our present business 
that we must address. Our Legal Counsel Jim Shore and 
his associates are keeping a tight vigil on this matter. 

Remember to put a leaf of “pulley” on the 
scalpkeeper before you eat it. He still carries a scalp of a 
human on his chest. 

Sho-naa-bish. 

James E. Billie is Chairman of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida. 



• Tony Sanchez Jr. 

T he other day we had dinner with the Governor of Florida. To my 
knowledge, this was the first time Seminole Indians have ever 
been invited to break bread with a Governor at the Mansion in 
Tallahassee. 

It was very interesting to me to find so many similarities in what Gov. Rick 
Scott is trying to address and what we are trying to accomplish at the Seminole 
Tribe. He is trying to create a workable budget for the State government and 
at the same time create jobs for State residents, all under the cloud of this 
stressful and trying economy. 

At dinner with the Governor, we talked about what has been going on 
during our first 150 days in office. We have had to address Tribal government 
needs, as well as Tribal member needs, and do it in the most efficient way 
possible. 

The other similarity had to do with getting to know each other, and this 
made it a welcome visit for both sides. It seems as if both the Tribal officials 
and the Governor were trying to figure out what the other is all about. 

Of course, Gov. Scott is trying to figure out who we are, what we are 
all about and how we use our hinds. We made sure he understood we were 
not dependent on government subsidy, a common misconception among non- 
Indians. Meanwhile, we were trying to figure out what kind of individual he 
is - not so much, as a governor, but as a man - to better understand his thought 
processes and willingness to discuss resolution to the gray issues that lie before 
the State and the Tribe. 

We invited him to come down and visit us. As they say, a picture is worth 
a thousand words. A personal visit will be much more effective than for us to 
just sit there and describe our lives to him. That will help both of us understand 
because, after all, we have to maintain a relationship with the State. 

If both sides understand what our collective needs are, we can both do a 
better job of coming up with solutions. I must admit I was very surprised at 
how reserved and respectful the Governor was with us. I was expecting more 
of a John Wayne type individual, but no, he was very respectful, and, I believe, 
genuinely interested in finding out all about the Seminole Tribe. You can’t help 
but wonder about preconceptions and what state legislators may have told him 
about us! 

On our way up to the meeting, I was expecting a much more confrontational 
affair - you know, drawing lines in the sand and saying, “This is what I want; 
This is what you can have.” But it was not that way. It was very cordial. Neither 
side was made to feel uncomfortable. And everyone learned a lot. 


Of course, we all knew that gaming would be 
discussed. We reminded him that the Tribe and State 
currently have a relationship - a compact - that works. 

We let him know that if he is planning to expand the 
scope of gaming in Florida, that we want to be at the 
negotiating table with him. 

I am confident Gov. Scott understands the Seminole 
Tribe is an important part of Florida history. I believe he 
knows that we are a people of our word, despite what he 
is being told by certain state legislators. We directly told 
the Governor that we are committed to the compact, that 
we prove our commitment not only by our stated position but also by being 
current with our committed payments to the State. 

He is a businessman; a business man has a special respect for the contract. 
As a businessman, it is dollar and cents. Gov. Scott knows he has to research 
and understand the true facts about what the gaming market is in terms of total 
revenue to be created. That won’t be easy because every outfit has its own 
estimate. I’ve heard it said that new South Florida casinos will bring $7.5-$ 10 
billion to the State. We figure that should be more like $3.5-$4 billion, a figure 
easily handled by our current Tribal casinos. 

A lot of companies are making claims in terms of jobs and monies to 
be paid to the State. We can deliver on those same promises and we have. 
Gov. Scott has to measure between what he has today against what he may 
have tomorrow if widespread changes go into effect. The Seminole Tribe has 
a known record in the State of Florida. If we were to expand the scope of 
gaming, it WOULD mean more revenue to the State. We are already in place, 
and we are paying our bills. 

I would caution Tribal members that we are staying on top of the proposed 
gaming expansions, as well as saving for a rainy day. We will do everything 
in our power to maintain what we have now, as well as continue to expand 
our businesses and revenues. I want Tribal members to understand that we are 
actively involved with the issue at hand, meeting with lobbyists, meeting with 
the appropriate legislative individuals and, of course, the Governor. 

With all of this going on, we are still trying to take care of the day-to- 
day business, managing and reviewing Council and Board projects. As a 
former General Manager of the Immokalee Casino, I am very familiar with 
the gaming issues at hand. You can be sure, the interests of the Seminole Tribe 
will be protected. 

Sho-naa-bish. 

Tony Sanchez Jr is President of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. 



Bobby C. Billie takes on National Park Service 


BY PETER B. G ALL AGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

TAMPA — Independent Florida Seminole Bobby 
C. Billie became alarmed, then angry, recently, when 
he saw an Internet page about the Seminole Indians 
titled “New Comers.” The page, produced by the 
National Park Service (NPS), was found on the website 
for the Castillo de San Marcos National Monument in 
St. Augustine. 

The page was linked with other pages describing 
several Native American cultural groups associated 
with the 339-year-old Spanish fort. The page provided 
a curious unsourced “history” of the Seminole 
Indians that declared “The Seminole Indians are not 
an indigenous tribe originally native to Florida,” and 
used outdated history in further declaring there were 
only “a handful of aboriginal natives left in Florida,” 
during the “17th and early 18th centuries.” 

Billie, 68, a respected American Indian activist 
known across Indian Country, was familiar with this 
“faux history” of the Seminoles and the political 
implications of separating today’s Seminoles from 
their aboriginal ancestors the Calusa, Timucuuan and 
others. Once again he went into action, preparing an 
objection to the NPS page and mailing it to more than 
75 public officials and foreign leaders (from President 
Obama to Queen Elizabeth to Miami Dade County 
Commissioners) and passed it out at the recent Viva 
La Florida gathering, hoisted by Florida Secretary of 
State Kurt Browning in Tampa. 

Following a call from The Seminole Tribune to the 
Castillo de San Marcos park manager Gordie Wilson, 
the offending page was removed from the NPS 
site. Wilson, who said he was not aware of Billie’s 
objections or any problems with the site’s content, 
assigned a staff member to review the history. 

Here are excerpts from Billie’s lengthy colorful 
writing, published just as it was written (including 
spelling, capitalization and formatting) by Bobby C. 
Billie. The complete essay (and the NPS page) can 
be accessed on The Seminole Tribune website (www. 
SeminoleTribune.org). 

Council of the Original Miccosukee Simanolee 
Nation Aboriginal People 

Facts and Message to european american people 
and other immigrant people who came from the other 
countries illegally, and uninvited, and brutally forced 
themselves into our Aboriginal Indigenous Land 
(Indian Land) 

Our Ancestors fought and struggled and died for 
us. 

They never gave up the Land or the Rights that 
we hold onto today. 

In the 1700s and 1800s, we made an Agreement, 
Aboriginal Indigenous Simanolee Nation and the 
american government and the president of the american 
flag of the people. Which says: You are not supposed 
to be disturbing our Land: You are not supposed to be 
surveying or selling our Land. You are not supposed to 
be moving into our Land, and you are not supposed to 
be bringing your law into our Land. 

Everything that was said at that time, we still 
hold on to it, to continue to pass it on, to the next 
generation. We didn’t sign the Agreement in the early 
1800’s because it is easy to change the written papers. 
We only “shake hands,” and with that, we remember, 
because it has been passed on from generation to 
generation to generation to generation, and nothing 
has changed towards that agreement, since the time 


we “shake hands.” 

In the earlier days, before you called it Florida, 
when there were not too many newcomers in the one 
you call Florida, we lived our way of life, we hunted 
and fished and camped and lived through out the one 
you call Florida and beyond just as our Ancestors did. 
We still hold onto those Rights. It is the white people 
and the others who broke the Agreement. 

Aboriginal Indigenous People , of their own 
Aboriginal Indigenous Land (Indian 

Land), have followed their Way of Life and the 
Natural Laws given to them by the 

Creator (God) Himself since the beginning of 
the Creation of Life. 

There was no such thing as america until european 
americans and other immigrants came into our Land. 
They didn’t have a law at that time, and they didn’t 
have an understanding or Respect for the Creator’s 
Law of this Land. Somehow, over time, they created 
their own man-made system of law - they call it under 
the american flag of the people. It is only 500 years or 
less, just a short time, just like five seconds to us. 

The american system of government of laws under 
the american flag of people was created in opposition 
to the already existing Aboriginal Indigenous Natural 
Laws in Aboriginal Indigenous Land (Indian Land). 
Illegal, immigrant, european americans and other 
immigrants, created their own laws, constitutions, 
by-laws, regulations, rules, and agreements in order 
to govern themselves. That is why we call your laws 
man-made laws. 

Later on, european americans and other 
immigrants created the labels: federally recognized 
tribes, govemment-to-govemment, tribal relations, 
consultations, agreements and memorandums of 
understandings. 

The american system of government, under the 
american flag of people, federal, state, county, and 
local governments, national and state park service, 
national and state forest service, department of 
transportation, water management districts, u.s. army 
corps of engineers, archeologists, and all the others, 
continue to attempt to impose a system of man-made 
laws, created by european american immigrants and 
other immigrants, who came from other countries, 
and aggressively and forcibly settled illegally, and 
uninvited among Aboriginal Indigenous People living 
in harmony with the Natural Creations of Life, in 
Aboriginal Indigenous Land (Indian Land), following 
the Natural Laws created into them by the Creator 
(God) Himself at the beginning of the Creation of Life. 

Aboriginal Indigenous People never went to other 
peoples’ countries, and destroyed their culture and 
their lands. Aboriginal Indigenous People have always 
remained in their own Land where the Creator (God) 
meant us to be. 

Our Elders Defended themselves against the 
aggressive attacks during the american wars against 
the Simanolee Nation. They Defended their Right to 
Live, as they have always lived, and right to follow 
the Natural Laws given to them by the Creator (God) 
himself at the beginning of the Creation of Life. 

Our Elders Defended themselves, against the 
aggressive attacks, during the American wars, against 
the Simanolee Nation, and Defended the Right to Live, 
as they have always lived, and the Right to follow the 
Natural Laws of the Creator. We are those People and 
we are still Defending our Rights. 

Our Land is not for sale or to be given away. 


We know how the archeologists, anthropologists, 
historians, and the others write about our People in 
the history books, and other books about our People. 
What they write is wrong just imaginative stories 
- just fiction! Repeated and repeated, but not the 
truthful history. These people, the archaeologists, 
anthropologists, historians, and the others are trying to 
change the history of our People. For example: They 
have written, in their books, that the Simanolee People 
come from the “Creek”. The Simanolee People did 
not come from the Creek. They came from the Earth, 
and the Law we follow comes from the Creator (God) 
Himself at the beginning of the Creation of Life. 

When the european american immigrants and 
other immigrants, came into our Land, they heard our 
language. They didn’t understand what the people were 
saying because it wasn’t their language, but they gave 
names to our people according to what they thought 
they heard. But it is not the way we talk, and it is not 
the language we call ourselves. It is not the true names. 

These are just a few things. We have many untold, 
factual stories, what the European americans, and the 
other immigrants, who came from the other countries, 
have done to our People. The true history has never 
been talked about, what really took place, but the 
factual stories will come out - there are plenty of them. 

Non-indigenous People, people outside our 
Culture, do not have a right to tell about our People 
or to try to reenact our Way of Life because they are 
not born into our Culture, and never will understand. 

Our Culture is not your culture to take care of. 

Our Culture is ours to take care of. 

European american immigrants and the other 
immigrants came forcibly, illegally, and uninvited 
into our Land and became the so-called americans. 
Because of the money, european americans took away 
the Future of the Unborn Life of generations yet to 
come. 

If all the Natures and Natural Systems are 
destroyed the money is not going to help you, the 
technology is not going to help you, and there will be 
no running water for your house anymore. There is 
no other place to go. There is no other place like the 
Mother Earth. 

We see you going up and down in the space 
hoping to find water and another place to live. All that 
junk you sent up in the space will come back down 
on us. We understand that the space program has been 
stopped and we were glad to hear that, because, that is 
what needed to happen. 

When the illegal, immigrant, european 
americans first saw our Land they said: 

“ It is like a Paradise”. 

But later on they destroyed our Paradise. 

You started cutting all the trees, and you 
slaughtered animals for recreation and you started 
building houses, high-rise buildings, shopping malls, 
new towns, roads and highways, vehicles, trains, 
railroads, airplanes, bullets, and guns. And you drilled 
deep into the Mother Earth for oil and gas, and dug 
deep into the Mother Earth and into the Mountains 
for materials: coal and uranium for electricity and 
weapons, and steel to make the vehicles, airplanes, 
trains, and space ships. 

Developers drained the Wetlands to build more 
and more houses and more and more golf courses and 
by draining the Wetlands, whole Ecosystems were 
changed forever. You changed the course of Rivers 
and used them for dumping sites of toxic chemicals 
and sewage, and you dammed up Rivers and flooded 



Peter B. Gallagher 


Independent Seminole Bobby C. Billie. 


Lands to cool the nuclear reactors of the big nuclear 
power plants, and you dammed up the Rivers 
for hydroelectric power, and you dumped waste, 
chemicals, and all kinds of things into our Oceans, and 
you started piling up all your waste and garbage on 
our Land. 

And just think about what you have done in 
the so-called 66 Protected Lands” and “ Wilderness 
Lands”: 

The Mother Earth is getting older and will die 
out if we do not take care of her. 

What you call invasive species - that is YOU - 
the illegal immigrant european Americans and other 
immigrants. You have invaded this Land and damaged, 
destroyed and desecrated, what was planted here, by 
the Creator (God). You are just like the other invasive 
plants and animals, and fish that have caused damage 
and destruction to the Natural Creation. 

All Creation has been disturbed, either the Plants, 
either Rivers, or Mountains, and Trees, and all the 
other Creations have been disturbed by some people 
who have the minds focusing only on the material 
things, or their own comfort, or their on benefit - only 
thinking of themselves. Those People are destroying 
all the Sacredness and Holiness, the Natural Way that 
was suppose to be Healing the people of the Earth. It is 
disappearing. It is going faster than you think. 

Aboriginal Indigenous People, that follow the 
Natural Laws created into the Aboriginal Indigenous 
People by the Creator (God) Himself at the beginning 
of the Creation of Life, were born into and have Rights 
that go way beyond these words created by the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. This Declaration is considered a “minimum 
standard” for non-indigenous people to begin working 
towards fulfilling their obligation to Aboriginal 
Indigenous People. 
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A personal insight into the 
importance of Veterans Day 


• Moses Jumper Jr. 

B y the time this gets to print, 
I’m sure Veterans Day will 
have come and gone. For 
years now, I have always been asked 
to be part of the Tribal Veterans Day 
program with a poem or being master 
of ceremonies. I have never turned the 
invitation down because this ceremony 
means a lot to me. Not because I am a 
Vet, but because of two men in my life 
who played a big part in my personal 
growth. 

As a youngster, I would look up 
to these guys as my heroes. They were 
the roughest and toughest men I knew. 
They could hunt and fish. They rode 
horses and could jump tall buildings 
with a single bound! These guys were 
my Supermen! 

My Dad, Moses Jumper Sr., was in 
the Navy and he fought in the Pacific. 

And my Uncle, Howard Tiger, was 
a Marine and was part of the brave men 
who fought on Iwo Jima. 

Not until later in life did I 
understand the significance of what 
they had really done. First there were 
racial barriers they had to break down. 
Technically, the Seminole Tribe was 
still at war with the U.S. so they didn’t 
have to go. They were just two Indian 
boys born in the ‘glades and, really, this 
wasn’t their peoples’ war. They were 
still facing oppression and survival 
themselves. 

My Aunt Laura Mae Osceola, my 
father’s sister, told me my dad was 
under age! Their mother, Katy Jumper, 
at the time could not read or write, so he 
told her to just put an X on his papers. 
My Aunt said the next thing they knew 
he was in the Navy! 

My Uncle Howard was actually at 
the top of the mountain when they raised 
the American flag and the famous photo 
was taken. The story goes that Howard 
was asked to be part of the photo, but 
he declined because of fatigue and the 
desire of many men that day to just find 
a place to rest. 

There are many stores of what these 
men did and had to do to get to where 
they were at. All the stories I’ve heard 
would make for a good movie probably 
along the lines of Wind Talker , the story 
of the Navajo code talkers. 

I am very proud of my Father and 
Uncle and I am very proud of all our 
Tribal veterans I grew up with during 
the Vietnam years. My cousin Max 
Osceola Jr. and I were in Junior and 
Senior High School and James Billie, 
our Tribal Chairman, was like an 



older brother to us and upon his return 
from Vietnam, he would tell us of his 
exploits. 

Many of my relatives and friends 
were drafted and were sent to Vietnam. 
I went on to college and played sports. 
During my college days, it was turbulent 
times. It was a time of civil unrest. There 
was Black Power, Red Power, the Black 
Panthers, the KKK, skin heads and the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). 

I guess I got caught up in AIM and 
at that time I felt there was no way I 
was going to fight a war with so many 
of our people under oppression. Most 
of my college professors were no help 
because they were as radical as I was. 
My war was not in Vietnam. It was right 
here in our own country standing up for 
our Native Rights. 

One year AIM came to Florida 
during the Democratic Convention on 
Miami Beach and convinced some of 
our Tribal members, including me, to 
demonstrate at the Convention Center. 
We went to the Convention gate and 
tried to break in. Guns were pointed at 
us as we demanded to be heard. It was a 
tense moment. 

Today, I am still proud of our 
Veterans. They have fought and died for 
a country that is still the best country 
in the world. A country where we can 
express our rights and beliefs no matter 
what they are. A country where a small 
Native Tribe in Florida can test the 
terms of sovereignty and become one of 
the greatest Native Nations in America. 

God bless America. 

Sho-naa-bish. 

Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr is 
director of Hollywood Recreation for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Cuffney Tiger, left, Medicine Man for Group shot of Seminoles, Stanley Hanson (middle row right of center) and several local 
the Big Cypress Seminoles, and Major dignitaries visiting the tower during one of eight events. 

Henry Nornabell during a visit in 1941. 


If you have additional information on these photographs including participants and the occasion 
for this event, please contact the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum at 877-902-1113 to share your knowledge. 

Seminoles at the Singing Tower 


B Y JONA THAN MCMAHON 

Research Coordinator 

If yoifm ever in Central Florida you 
may want to make a stop in Lake Wales. On 
Aiyfr 30, 201 1, 1 visited the Bok Tower and 
Gardens to view a collection of photographs 
and documents involving Seminole visits 
to the popular attraction in the late 1930s 
and early 1940s. The archives have about 
20 pictures (with some of the negatives) 
of the group as well as some individual 
pictures of Tribal members. 

From 1935 to 1942, Bok Tower 
hosted large groups of Seminoles from 
Big Cypress for an annual festival. These 
events ended during the Second World War 
when gas rationing made it impossible for 
the large group to travel widely. These trips 
were all organized by W. Stanley Hanson, 
a non-Native adviser to the Seminoles, 
and Bok Tower Sanctuary’s director Major 
Henry Nornabell. For the festival, Seminole 
representatives were asked to choose their 
favorite pieces of music to be played on 
the Singing Tower’s carillon. In addition, 
Minnie Moore Wilson, a Seminole rights 
advocate, also provided John Jumper’s 
Song to be played on the carillon. 
John Jumper’s Song was an Oklahoma 
Seminole version of a church hymn. The 
20 historical photographs and negatives 


of the event depicted many recognizable 
people from Seminole history. A few were 
Cuffney Tiger, Billy Osceola, Ingraham 
Billy, Jacob Osceola, Charley Osceola and 
W. Stanley Hanson. 

The festival (later called a “progress”) 
was meant to commemorate the “Sun 
Dance” which local legend claimed was 
practiced on Iron Mountain, the geological 
formation on which Bok Tower is located. 
Descriptions of the fabled ceremony sound 
much like a combination of the Green 
Com Ceremony of the Seminoles and 
the sun worship of earlier Florida tribes. 
Nornabell insisted there was tmth to the 
legend, writing that the Seminole medicine 
men “recognize Iron Mountain as old tribal 
place of worship to the Rising Sun, and 
after their tragic history it was inspiring to 
see their desire to come to it again.” 

The Tribal members I have consulted 
with were unaware of any cultural 
relationship to Iron Mountain and there 
doesn’t seem to be any recollection of 
such a ceremony to Seminoles today. My 
guess is that the unusual elevation of Iron 
Mountain and the long history of Native 
American occupations made it fertile 
ground for a fanciful story. This seemed 
to be confirmed in a newspaper clipping 
where one O.H. Ohlinger refutes this 
legend by confessing that he and his friends 


created a pile of rocks on the hill during a 
picnic when he was a child (turn of the last 
century). The rocks remained there until 
the area was cleared for the tower and that 
is probably the source of the legend that 
Indians once used the area for an annual 
Sun Ceremony. Ohlinger confirmed that 
Seminoles did occasionally hunt there 
when he was growing up but further 
inquiry with Seminole Tribal members will 
have to be conducted to discover if there is 
any tmth to the legend. 

Edward W. Bok’s mission was to 
create a sanctuary for humans and birds 
alike. Even though Bok would not survive 
to see the Seminole festivals, his legacy 
lived on in the celebration and continues 
to do so at Bok Tower and Gardens. For 
seven years in Florida, his staff was able to 
bring two peoples together once a year in 
a gesture of friendship and understanding. 
As you can see the relationship between 
the Tribe and the Tower is quite unique and 
we seek further information from Tribune 
readers on the Tribe’s visits to the Tower 
and the identities of the people pictured. 
Please phone the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
at 877-902-1113 if you can help us in any 
way. If you would like to view any other 
objects in the collections please do not 
hesitate to make an appointment. 

We are here for you. 


I HAH-TUNG-KE 

BY P ETER B . GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

M any Seminoles remember 
the late Florida songwriter 
Will McLean, whose large 
Florida folk song catalogue contains 
some of the best historical songs written 
about the Seminole Indians. Known as 
the Father of Florida Folk Music, Will 
was bom in 1919 near Chipley and spent 
most of his life traveling, writing songs 
and camping in wilderness areas, visiting 
friends and holding court as Florida’s 
legendary “Black Hat Troubadour.” He 
was a familiar sight on the Brighton and 
Big Cypress Reservations, picking his 
guitar and singing with Chairman James 
E. Billie, Paul Buster and others around the 
cookfire. Will McLean’s songs have been 
recorded by many national artists, most 
notably by Pete Seeger, who considered 
Will a close friend. He was awarded the 
Florida Folk Heritage award in 1989 and 
inducted into the Florida Artist’s Hall 
of Fame in 1996. Will McLean crossed 
over in January 1990, and his ashes were 
scattered on the banks of the Oklawaha 
River at Gore’s Landing. Each spring a 
festival is presented under his name in 


WILL MCLEAN 


North Florida. 

Perhaps his most famous song, 
Osceola s Last Words , captures, in just a 
few lines, the compelling history, tragedy 
and courage of the famous Seminole 
warrior near the end of his freedom. 
You can hear Osceola s Last Words on 
The Seminole Tribune website at www. 
SeminoleTribune.org. This version is 
sung by the late folksinger Bobby Hicks, 
another great friend and supporter of the 
Seminoles. 


Osceola’s Last Words 

In a dungeon deep in St. Augustine, Chief Osceola wept 
For his people and his golden land, his body had not slept 
Then Wildcat said “O Chief I beg you to go 
With me to stand against our mortal foe” 

But Chief Osceola raised his proud head high 
And said “Do this ere I die. 

Wildcat brother to the grassy water 
Lead the Seminole 

Where no white man can invade to leave you 
Lying dead and cold 

I shall not live among such evil men 

Those who mock the sign of tmce this flag of white 

And honor not their given sacred word 

My name shall be the light 

The light that shines in every warrior’s heart 

In dark and hidden reaches 

They shall never drive us from our land 

Nor drain our blood like leeches 

My spirit walks with those of you who die 
And those of you who always will remain 
Upon this bloodstained blessed flowered land 
Must fight and fight again. 



- Will McLean 


Research findings for the 
Smallwood’s Trading Post Project 



BY JONATHAN M CMAHON 

Research Coordinator for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 

On Aug. 1, 2011 Anne McCudden, director of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, formally submitted the Internal Research 
Request Form for a project that Danny Jumper, COO of STOF, 
is working on with the Smallwood’s Store in Chokoloskee. The 
purpose of the project was to gather necessary information which 
would combine a number of topics to tell the story of Seminole 
economic lifeways in South Florida and how the Smallwood’s 
Store served the Seminole community and the appreciation and 
significance it holds today with the living descendants of the 
people who traded there. 

Methods 

Much of the information needed for this project has already 
been incorporated into past exhibits such as Postcards and 
Perceptions and From Surviving to Thriving. Therefore, most 
of the research had been finished previous to the submission 
of this request. I combined all this previous information into a 
single report for this upcoming endeavor. Other information was 
compiled from library research on a range of topics primarily 
dealing with the hide and plume trade of the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and biographical information on a Seminole who had 
first-hand dealings with the Smallwood’s Store. I also audited our 
archival collections for photographs and documents pertaining to 
the historical store. 

A Seminole History of Smallwood’s Trading Post 

At the turn of the last century, the Seminole Indians, after 
surviving three bloody wars with the United States, lived in 
relative isolation in South Florida. Their main contact with 
outsiders was through trade with a network of trading posts that 
stretched from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic shores. It was 
in this unique environment that Ted Smallwood opened a store 
and post office on the small island of Chokoloskee in 1906. The 
business endeavor allowed two groups of people, once separated 
by the bitter revulsions of war, to come together in an amiable 


business relationship. 

During the period the trading post was opened, Seminoles 
made most of their income through the trapping, selling and 
trading of animal skins, bird feathers and agricultural crops that 
they raised in their camps (Covington 1993:158). The leaders of 
the various bands led the men into the Store, followed by the 
women and children. They made their selections without much 
conversation, and then the men and Smallwood would bargain 
for the proper amount of venison, meat and skins to be exchanged 
for the chosen items (Covington 1993:159). Women generally 
wanted dyes and dress materials. At first they used natural dyes 
but later began to use the manufactured dyes which they used 
in their copper and iron kettles to dye clothing. Many Seminole 
men traded for western-style clothing such as hats, vests, shoes, 
neckties, trousers, dress shirts and coats while the women seemed 
to wear their traditional dresses (West 2002:50). 

Many Seminoles recorded their memories of Smallwood’s 
Store. The Store was built on pilings as protection from flooding. 
Only 10 years ago elderly Seminoles, who camped near the 
building as youths, remembered leaving things underneath and 
coming back several days later to retrieve them (West 2002:53). 
Before he passed away, Henry John Billie vividly remembered 
the day-long canoe journey his family would take once a month 
to trade animal skins for staples such as flour, salt and lard 
with Smallwood. Today, Seminoles recognize the impact Ted 
Smallwood’s trading post had on the Tribe. Danny Jumper, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s COO, has said that Smallwood’s 
Store and Chokoloskee served as a “downtown” for Seminoles 
living in Southwest Florida. 

Ted Smallwood died in 1951 but the store remained open 
until 1982. In 1974 it earned a spot on the National Register of 
Historic places. While the building itself now serves as a museum, 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida remembers Ted Smallwood as an 
ally and business partner. He and his store’s legacy will continue 
to live in the memory of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Education Director Emma Johns 
sets example with master’s degree 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Education Director Emma Johns, fifth from left, joined by family and Education Department staff after graduation 
ceremonies from Ashford University in Clinton, Iowa, at its South Campus Athletic Complex on Oct. 22. Johns 
graduated with her master’s degree in public administration. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKIN S 
Staff Reporter 


CLINTON, Iowa — Tribal Education Director Emma 
Johns has added to an already impressive resume of educational 
accomplishments, this time completing her master’s degree 
in public administration online from Ashford University. She 
walked in her graduation ceremony on Oct. 22 in Clinton, Iowa. 

Family and members of her staff joined Johns at the 
graduation ceremony, which had the largest graduating class 
in Ashford’s history with more than 1 ,000 graduating students 
on hand representing 49 of the 50 states at the South Campus 
Athletic Complex. 

“I achieved a goal I set long ago and since the day I graduated 
high school,” said an emotional, butterfly-filled Johns. She 
finished with an impressive 4.0 GPA. “I can’t talk to students and 
tell them to do something if I have not done it. I have to be able 
to walk the walk as they say.” 

Formally named education director in May 2008 through 
Tribal Council, Johns, only 36, is no stranger as a leader for her 


people. 

The Brighton resident 
has worked for the Tribe in 
different capacities for more 
than a decade (a freelance 
reporter for The Tribune , 
an education adviser, a 
counselor for the Family 
Services Department and 
employee with the Health 
Department) but most 
recently worked as assistant 
education director before 
finally moving up to director 
after Louise Gopher retired. 
She said she did not expect 
the Tribe to present her with 
the opportunity to accept 
such a pivotal position so 
quickly, all coming just 
short of her 30th birthday. 

She said staying 
focused and keeping a 
positive perspective toward 
her job and graduation have 
helped her get through the 
tough times. 

“The end results have 
always outweighed the 
bad,” she said. “There were 
so many times just over this 
past year that I wanted to quit (school), but I didn’t. I have thought 
to myself that I have a child (daughter Kaitlin Brown, 14) that is 
100 percent dependent on me. Ultimately though, I have a creator 
who has given me all of these resources and support available to 
me to allow me to try and help make our Tribal members’ lives 
better.” 

The journey, however, toward her most recent achievement 
started some years back as she attended Santa Fe College in 
Gainesville for two years before finishing her undergraduate 
studies at Florida Atlantic University with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology as well as continuing education courses in student 
counseling while earning a certificate of completion in a women 
studies program. 

“It has been a real struggle for her over the years,” said proud 
mother Carolyn Johns. “She has had to quit school and go back. 
Seeing her over the years, I could not be more proud of her now. 
We (with father Timmy Johns) have always instilled in them 

+ Please see MASTER’S on page 4B 


Brighton community comes together 
to help family member and friend 

BY R ACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Writer 


Michele Thomas, left, and Chastity Harmon, right, participate in the Richard Harris Car Wash Benefit. 


BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
community has come together to help 
one of their very own during what 
might possibly be the most difficult 
time 13 -year-old Richard Harris and 
his family will ever have to endure. 

Known for his great big smile, 

Harris, a sixth-grader at Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School, was 
diagnosed on Oct. 1 with acute 
myelogenous leukemia (AML). 

“He was here at school and passed 
out and went to the hospital and it 
started from there,” Harris’ mother 
Cheryl Fish said. 

Harris was immediately 
transferred to St. Petersburg All 
Children’s Hospital where he was 
diagnosed and began chemotherapy 
just four days after arriving. 

The Brighton community along 
with the Charter School have held 
several benefits to raise money to help 
Harris’ family with medical expenses 
and any other expenses accrued as they 
travel back and forth from Brighton to 
St. Petersburg to be with Harris during 
his treatments. 

“I appreciate it all,” Fish said. 

“It’s not something we ever expected.” 

The benefits started with a rib dinner put on by the Gopher 
family. Dinners raised more than $3,000. 

As soon as Harris was diagnosed and admitted into St. 
Petersburg All Children’s Hospital, faculty of the Charter School 
brainstormed on how they could lend support to Harris and his 
family. 

“It was such a left field blow to our community that in the 
beginning we all felt so helpless,” Tribal member and Charter 
School Administrative Assistant Michele Thomas said. “We 
immediately started a Facebook page because we wanted a way 
for the students to keep in touch with Richard and even faculty.” 

The students of the Charter School spoke up and said they 
wanted to hold a car wash to help raise money. 

On Oct. 24, a teacher workday, students came to school on 
their day off to wash car after car to help their classmate and 
friend. 

“I’ve known Richard for a lot of years and he’s my friend,” 
sixth-grader Sunni Bearden said. “I just wanted to help him.” 

The students raised a total of $827 for Harris and his family 
through the car wash. 

“It means so much to me and my mom and family,” Harris’ 
younger sister Ta-fv said. “It’s so kind of them to use their money 
to donate to Richard. It breaks my heart sometimes that people 
use all that money just on Richard but he needs it and that’s just 
great of them.” 

Another fundraiser idea the Charter School came up with 
was to set up a collection for students, teachers and community 
members to donate to by placing money in canisters for the 
faculty member they wanted to see in the Culture Education’s 
dunk tank during the Halloween Carnival on Oct. 29. 

The school collected $641 from the dunk tank benefit with 


Principal Brian Greseth ending up in the tank. 

“It warms my heart as a community member raised in this 
community,” Thomas said. “It makes me very proud that we are 
such a giving community and that these are the types of things we 
can do when someone is in need.” 

Students from the Charter School and community members 
have made cards, left messages on his Facebook page, called on 
the phone and even driven to St. Petersburg to visit Harris. 

“It uplifts him a lot and keeps his spirits up,” Fish said. “It 
keeps him motivated to not let it get to him. Even just the phone 
calls. I handed out his number at school and the kids will call and 
that gets him through the days. And he’s still got that great big 
smile.” 

Harris is expected to undergo chemotherapy treatment for 
six months, a total of four treatments lasting for 10 days at a time. 
After each treatment, Harris will take a break to let everything 
clear out of his system at which point he will return home for a 
few days. 

In order to keep Harris on track and up to date scholastically, 
teachers Ryan and Stephanie Tedders have offered to homeschool 
Harris during his hospital stay. 

“He was really happy about that because he didn’t want 
someone he didn’t know to come and start doing work with him,” 
Fish said. “They are going to do everything they can to keep him 
caught up so he can go on to the seventh grade next year.” 

The Charter School as well as the community is continuing 
to find ways to help Harris and his family get through this tragic 
ordeal. An account was setup for Harris at the Harbor Community 
Bank in Lakeport with the nickname Richard Harris Supporters. 

+ Please see CAR WASH on page 5B 
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Pemayetv Emahakv 
students thank veterans 
with special program 
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Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Student Council leads the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance 
during the school’s tribute to veterans on Nov. 11. 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — It was an emotional 
day for many as students of Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School thanked veterans 
for their service to their country during a 
special Veterans Day program Nov. 11 held 
at the Brighton Veteran’s Building. 

The Charter School’s Student Council 
began the program by leading the audience 
in the Creek and American Pledges of 
Allegiance. Everyone continued standing 
for the National Anthem. 

“The words ‘land of the free’ are just as 
true today as they were before,” Principal 
Brian Greseth said. “Today, it is our 
privilege to thank today’s veterans.” 

Prior to the program middle school 
students took part in a Veterans Day essay 
contest. Middle school Language Arts 
teacher Crystal Drake recognized the 
runners-up of the contest: Melany Williams, 
Bailey Tedders, Im Osceola, Martina 
Herrera, Tyra Baker, Shae Pierce and Rudy 
Juarez. 

The top three winners read their 
winning essays for all to hear. 

Sixth-grade winner Brady Rhodes 
took to the podium first. Rhodes gave a 
very heartfelt reading about his two older 
brothers who currently serve in the military. 
His oldest brother has already served one 
tour of duty in Afghanistan and his other 
brother just deployed for basic training on 
Nov. 8, leaving a very emotional Rhodes. 

“I am proud to say I’m from a family 
with lots of servicemen,” Rhodes said. 
“Freedom is never free.” 

Following Rhodes, seventh- grade 
winner Deliah Carrillo presented her 
winning essay. 


Carrillo’s essay focused on a story that 
Chairman James E. Billie shared with her 
about his time in the military during the 
1960s. 

“He believes wars are senseless,” 
Carrillo read. 

Wrapping up the essays was eighth- 
grade winner Zachary Hudson who shared 
his thoughts from his essay, “War is an 
insane reality that many veterans have 
seen.” 

Principal Greseth congratulated all 
students on a job well done and shared a 
related story from his past, causing him 
to become quite emotional also. Principal 
Greseth spoke about how his father is a 
retired Lt. Col. from the United States Air 
Force. He recalled how when he was a 
young boy he remembered having to say 
goodbye to his father for long stints at a time 
while having to stay with his grandparents 
in Minnesota. 

“I know the feeling of not knowing if 
your family is coming back,” he said. 

A moment of silence for all the 
servicemen unable to make it home was 
also held. 

Veterans in attendance, Chairman 
James E. Billie, Brighton Council Rep. 
Andrew J. Bowers Jr., Billie Micco, Eddie 
Shore, Timmy Johns, Kenny Doney and 
Craig Gopher were acknowledged and 
thanked once again for serving their country. 

“Thank you for taking time out of the 
classroom to put on this program,” Rep. 
Bowers said. “I think I speak for all of us 
when I say thank you. The military will 
teach you a lot of things that will stick with 
you. I would encourage any one of you 
young folks wondering what do I do next, 
consider the military.” 

+ Please see more photos on page 5B 



Rachel Buxton 

Students shake hands with the veterans offering their appreciation for their hard work in helping 
keep the United States free and safe. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv students excel during first nine weeks 



Middle School Achievement and Effort Award recipients smile for a photo. 


Rachel Buxton 

Kindergarten recipients show off their Improvement Awards during the Halloween-themed event on Oct. 31. 


Rachel Buxton 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emhakv Charter 
School students were honored for their academic 
achievement during the first nine weeks at an awards 
ceremony held at the Charter School on Oct. 3 1 . 

Students, some dressed in costume to celebrate 
Halloween, received awards for their accomplishments 
in their Creek, Seminole history and arts and crafts 
classes. They also received awards for their core 
curriculum in their regular classrooms. 

“I don’t usually dress this way, so don’t expect 
to see me like this next nine weeks,” Principal Brian 
Greseth dressed as a Viking joked. 

Parents, grandparents and friends attended the 
awards ceremony to support the students and capture 
the moment with pictures. 

“We are very excited about how well our students 
performed this first nine weeks,” Greseth said. “Each 
of the previous schools I had the pleasure to work at 
achieved an 4 A’ grade. I feel our school is on the right 
track to also be an 4 A’ school.” 

The program began with students receiving their 
culture awards from Creek language teacher Myra 
Gopher. The Culture Department presented awards 
including: Best Creek Speaker and Most Improved. 

Following culture, students were awarded 
certificates for effort, citizenship and improvement. 

Fifty-one students between third and eighth grade 
received the Bronze Award with a GPA of 3. 0-3. 4. 
Twenty-six students earned the Silver Award with a 


GPA of 3. 5 -3. 9 while 12 students received straight As 
earning the Gold Award with a 4.0 GPA. 

“I feel their pride every time they come to me and 
show an A on a test or quiz, and I love the fact they 
want to show me and get that 4 Good Job’ and a hug,” 
Guidance Counselor Jeanine Gran said. “I know the 
content is getting more difficult and I see many of my 
children reaching the same heights as they have in the 
past and I also see those not settling for mediocrity and 
pushing themselves to do better.” 

The Charter School has added new elements into 
their classroom curriculum to help foster the students’ 
academic excellence. 

“We are using several different assessments to 
show us when students are mastering specific skills,” 
Greseth said. 

A monitored independent reading time was 
implemented this year by the Reading Leadership 
Team. Each day, students are given 20 minutes of 
monitored reading to help increase fluency, vocabulary 
and comprehension. 

For kindergartner Kateri Smith, the new curriculum 
addition has paid off. Smith was the only kindergartner 
to enter into the 100s Club in the first nine weeks. 

Teachers and faculty will continue to raise the bar 
for students, Gran said, and they hope in the next nine 
weeks, the number of award recipients will increase 
even more. 

“We hope to fill in even more of the academic gaps 
during the upcoming nine weeks,” Greseth said. “We are 
very blessed to have the combination of strong students, 
excellent teachers and caring involved parents.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Davin Carrillo is presented the Bronze Award for his hard 
work during the first nine weeks. 



Rachel Buxton 

Principal Brian Greseth presents Nena Youngblood with the 
Citizenship Award for her courteous behavior in and outside 
of the classroom. 
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Legal Notice 

If you are a 

Native American Farmer 

or Rancher 

or the heir of one who was denied a 

USDA farm loan 

or loan servicing 

between 1981 and late 1999, 

The claims-filing period 
is about to end. 

To receive a payment 
you must file a claim 
by December 27, 2011. 

For free assistance filing a claim: 

call 1-888-233-5506 

or visit www.lndianFarmClass.com. 
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Hollywood Tribal departments celebrate 
Halloween with preschoolers 


Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal preschoolers pet a tortoise named Herman provided for show Little Frankenstein King Calisce enjoys an apple, 
by Otter Bob of the Seminole Okalee Village. 



Brighton preschoolers fill up on candy 
at Preschool Trick-or-Treating event 


Rachel Buxton 

Yani Smith, disguised as Supergirl, trick-or-treats with mom, Suraiya, 
and baby sister Ciani on Oct. 27. 


Rachel Buxton 

Superhero Keanu Bert receives tons of candy during 
the Brighton Preschool Trick-or-Treating on Oct. 27. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Rachel Buxton 


Rachel Buxton 


Native Learning Center staff members pass out candy and treats as part of the Hollywood preschool Halloween party on 
Oct. 31 inside the Seminole Recreation Gym. 


Brighton preschoolers hold their bags open during the Brighton Cyndl Purvis dons her Miss America costume as 
Preschool Trick-or-Treating on Oct. 27 where several departments she visits the Brighton Treasury Office’s booth 
set up booths to hand out candy under the preschool chickee. during the Brighton Preschool Trick-or-Treating. 


Big Cypress preschoolers enjoy 
Halloween Trick-or-Treat event 


Immokalee preschoolers don Halloween 
costumes for Trick-or-Treating party 



Brett Daly 

Randy Rueda Jr. poses during the costume contest with father Randy 
Sr. on Oct. 31. 


Brett Daly 

Savannah Cypress shows off her first-place prize 
for the 3-year-old division of the costume contest 
during the preschool’s Halloween party on Oct. 31. 


Judy Weeks 

Sisters Kallie and Jezebel Yzaguirre trick-or-treat the Immokalee 
Seminole Police Department office on Oct. 31. 


Judy Weeks 

Remy Rodriguez donned her magical red shoes and 
transformed into Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz for 
Halloween. 



Brett Daly 

Eldeen Tecumseh, who manned the Tribal Board’s table during the 
event, hands Tatum Billie candy while she trick-or-treated around the 
Big Cypress Gymnasium on Oct. 31. 


Brett Daly 

Terrance Robbins enjoys a lollypop as Scooby-Doo 
during the Big Cypress Preschool Halloween Trick- 
or-Treat event on Oct. 31. 


Judy Weeks 

Students from the Immokalee Preschool gathered for a group photo in their costumes before trick-or-treating the various 
service departments of the community on Oct. 31. 









4B • The Seminole Tribune • November 23, 2011 


Charter School’s Culture Class 
hosts Cooking/Carving Session 



Naji Tobias 

Students Jalynn Jones, left, and Camryn Thomas, center, measure a mix of flour and 
water as Head Creek teacher Ginger Jones, right, assists them with their fry break 
cooking project on Oct. 26. 


Naji Tobias 

PECS Lead Culture teacher Janelle Robinson, left, and 
sixth-grader Aiyanna Tommie, right, cook fry bread during 
their Oct. 26 class at the Brighton Reservation. 



Naji Tobias 

PECS Carving instructor Jeff Johns, bottom right, teaches three of his students, Brian 
Bishop, bottom left, Joseph Osceola, top right, and Layne Thomas, top left, how to 
properly carve their wood canoe creations during the Oct. 26 Culture Class. 


Naji Tobias 

PECS sixth-grader Rudy Juarez works closely with 
professional wood carver Preston Baker as he cuts wood 
in preparation for his canoe carving project on Oct. 26. 


+ MASTER’S From page IB 





FI 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Proud master’s degree graduate Emma Johns walks among hundreds of fellow graduates during 
commencement ceremonies in Clinton, Iowa. 


(Emma and other siblings) that education is 
the most important thing.” 

Johns’ work in the Education 
Department remains tireless coming off 
the best turnout yet for the annual Tribal 
College Fair, which completed its sixth 
year in early October. Close to 400 Tribal 
and non-Tribal students from in and around 
Broward County attended with more than 
80 Tribal departments, colleges, universities 
and specialty schools also on hand from 
across the midwest, eastern and southern 
U.S. 

Even Johns said her struggles have 
turned into lessons in learning. She was once 
suspended while an undergraduate, losing 
her higher education scholarship (better 
known as the Billy L. Cypress scholarship) 
because of some bad choices. The situation 
forced her to pay her own college expenses 
for a brief time. 


“Some of these kids, just like myself 
are going to make choices that cause them 
to fail, but because you have fallen doesn’t 
mean you should not get back up,” Johns 
said. 

As a woman of many virtues, she also 
helped start the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School in 2004 and said a doctorate degree 
may be on the horizon if the time and 
opportunity presents itself. Her interests 
even extend into fitness as she recently 
participated in a 60-mile marathon for 
breast cancer research in support of Breast 
Cancer Awareness last month. 

She is also an active member of several 
Native groups including: the National 
Congress of American Indians, National 
Indian Education Association and Tribal 
Education Department National Assembly 
as well as a voting member and secretary 
of the United Southern and Eastern Tribes. 
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Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
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+ CAR WASH From page IB 

Anyone wanting to make a donation can stop by and give the bank Cheryl Fish’s name or say Richard Harris 
Supporters and be able to help. 

Fish said Harris is doing extremely well with his first round of chemotherapy and that so far he has had 
very few side effects. He recently had to cut his hair but Fish said once he decided to do it he dried his tears and 
started joking about it. 

Fish thanks the community for all the love and support they have offered during this difficult period. 

“If I didn’t have everybody around and people around to talk to, I would have probably lost it,” Fish said. 
“I think it was kind of like an eye opener for Richard. He didn’t realize in the beginning how many lives he has 
touched. It’s just amazing and he knows everything that they’re doing for him and it just helps him out.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Donovan Harris joins his classmates to help raise money for 
his brother, Richard. 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton’s Fire Rescue Michael Dolnick joins in to help 
raise money. 



Rachel Buxton 

Students, left to right, Brydgett Koontz, Sunni Bearden and sister Ta-fv Harris try to stay dry while washing cars. 


♦ More photos from Veterans Day Program on page IB 



Rachel Buxton 

Students take turns acknowledging veterans for their service to their country during the Nov. 11 special program. 



Rachel Buxton 

Zachary Hudson shares his speech on veterans during the 
Chart School’s annual Veterans Day program. 



Rachel Buxton 

Brighton Council Rep. and veteran Andrew J. Bowers 
Jr. speaks to the students on how the military teaches 
leadership and confidence. 


GUY SELIGMAN, P.A. 

Criminal Defense Attorney 


Even A Fish Wouldn't 
Get Caught If It 
Kept Its Mouth Shut 



320 SE ?th St ft Lauderdale fL 3331^ 

Tel 954-760-7600 


If you have DirecTV bulk programming you have access to 
1 00% native, Seminole programming each week. 
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CALL (954) 985.5703 or 
EMAIL DIRECTV@semtribe.com 
We really want to hear from you. 
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SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 


mote 


H P SEMINOLE CHANNEL Thursdays 5:00-6:00 PM 

with everything you need to know about community 
events in our reservations 


*What? Don’t have DirecTV or the Seminole Channel? 

Call Seminole Media Productions at (954) 985-5703 today. 
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HOTEL & CASINO 


H T* Bus P a ^ ons excluded from this promotion. Entries must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, FL. See Player's Club for complete details. 

Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older. Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into 
WITH CARE the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT. 
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Announcements 



BIRTHDAYS 


IN MEMORY 



Submitted on behalf of Dan Bowers by Judy Weeks 

More than 75 family members and friends joined Dan Bowers in a 
celebration of his 70th birthday on Oct. 22 with a cookout, band and trip 
down memory lane that spanned a lifetime of service to his family, the 
Marine Corps and his community. 


Submitted on behalf of Linda Frank by Judy Weeks 

Gale Boone presents Linda Frank with a 
surprise cake for her 60th birthday as her 
fellow seniors congratulate her on her special 
day. 


THANK YOU 


CONGRATS 


Seminole Police Department Thanks Ms. Jo Motlow North, 
Etiquette Training 

From: Office of Your Police Chief, William R. Latchford 

Our gratitude goes out to Ms. Jo Motlow North for extending 
an invitation to Seminole Police Department to attend the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Etiquette Training recently held at the Boys & 
Girls Club in Hollywood, Fla. My staff enjoyed the presentations 
throughout the training and returned with valuable information. 
The consensus of those who attended was a deeper appreciation 
after ascertaining the knowledge given by you and other Tribal 
members at the event would only enhance how we perform and 
interact within the Tribal communities. We look forward to future 
presentations about the culture and proper etiquette embraced by the 
Tribal members within the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

-Will 



In addi- 
tion to Princess 
Committee 
Chairwoman 
Wanda F. Bow- 
ers, Vice-Chair- 
woman Char- 
lotte Burgess 
and Secretary 
Christine E. Mc- 
Call who were 
all elected to 
their positions 
last month, Priscilla Sayen ran unopposed 
for the Secretary position. She joins the 
women on the Princess Pageant Commit- 
tee. 


R.I.P VINCENT MICCO 

By Henry Battiest 

Saturday, August 27, 2011 at 12:06pm 

I had a great day of business meetings yesterday, 
went to longhorn with the family for dinner, we 
talked about our day, we laughed & had a awesome 
time together, went home for the evening, listening 
to my favorite jazz jus relaxing, I saw a missed call 
from my xmothemlaw, so I returned her call, a close 
friend of mine was in a bike accident on snake road 
coming home from a ride out to big cypress, Vincent 
Micco loved to ride his bike, I remember when he 
first bought an Indian bike, he and Loretta came over 
to the house, then he wanted to give me a ride so I 
hopped on, he said hang on, I told him to what?... 
lol....he said, me... I said no way... lol... people mite 
think were gay... lol... so he gave me his helmet, lol.... 
we rode like the wind... it was awesome! !!.... then he 
took Zach for a ride, he gave June a ride. . . lol. . . we 
all had a blast! ! ! 


Vincent always had something funny to say, he 
was always smiling, he knew where the best place to 
eat, he would wear funny hats, 

I remembered his shoes... lol... the shoes made 
with toes. ..lol!!!. ...I don’t see how Loretta put up 

with him, lol but if u see Loretta, there be Vincent, 

u see Vincent there b Loretta.... I always saw them 
together 

they were made for each other the reason 

why I know, 

once married to each other, then they divorced, 
but then they remarried true love does exist.... 

I don’t know why God seems to take some of us 
home early, but He must have His reasons, but I guess 
when my time comes to go, then I’ll understand 

Last night before I went to sleep I said a prayer 
and I asked the Lord to tell Vincent that we were 
going to miss him down here, but we will see him 
soon.... 

Yesterday, Vincent Micco rode his bike into the 
evening onto heaven 

R.I.P my brother!!! 


My Heart Goes Out To You 

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to 
everyone that have sent me cards, texts, and emails in 
the loss of my dear husband, Vincent. 

Your messages have touched my heart and 
have been a great encouragement and inspiration to 
me during this time of loss and grief. I have been 
encouraged. 

I am so grateful to know you care and to know 
I am in your thoughts and prayers. You have been a 
blessing to me, to know that I am not alone. 

I also know that your hearts were saddened too 
and I thank you for weeping with me. 

This is a foreign journey, one without Vincent, 
but God is good and God’s hand was in it all. God 
called Vincent and Vincent’s departure to Glory 
hopefully causes all of us to think of our departure. 
We, the ones who know Jesus, will one day be called 
to Glory. What a reunion that will be! 

I would like to thank the ones that helped in one 
way or another at my husband’s accident. Thank you. 

It has been more difficult than I could have ever 
imagined but I appreciate your continued prayers, 
support, visits or just you’re presence. It speaks 
volumes to my heart. 

Blessings on you, 

Loretta Micco 


THE BROKEN CHAIN 

We little knew the day that 
God was going to call your name, 

In life we loved you dearly, 
in death we do the same. 

It broke our hearts to lose you, 
but in God we put our trust, 

In times as difficult as this, 
faith is such a must. 

You left us peaceful memories, 
your love is still our guide, 

And though we cannot see you, 
you are always at our side. 

Our family chain is broken, 
and nothing seems the same, 

But as God calls us one by one, 
the chain will link again. 

- Ron Tranmer 

“For I will turn their mourning into joy.” Jer 3 1 : 1 3 

The Seminole Tribune does its best to place all 
announcements received. However, we may need 
to limit a person’s submissions (if more than one) 
depending on the number received that month. 


BEST WISHES 


To: Poshe (Lena H. 
Billie) 

From: Your Grandson 

You have every reason 
to continue holding your 
head high with great pride. 
Your tree is growing and 
is very strong with many 
branches, with many beau- 
tiful leaves. Poshe you are 
the only grandparent I know. 
Grandpa was already in the Spirit World. Shonaabi- 
sha for the teachings, the loving, the caring, the mem- 
ories and this unique strength to withstand the tests of 
time. Poshe, Waache, Eekooshe Judy and Chaaye are 
the greatest. This Warrior will always represent where 
I come from and I will continue to better myself as 
life goes on. Poshe just know that I honor and praise 
you until I breathe my last. I will always have the 
utmost respect and loyalty to your tree Poshe. I love 
you Poshe. This is in the wind. 

To: Waache (Jennie B. Harjo) 

From: Your youngest Warrior Son 

Every day I am thankful and grateful for you. 
100% unconquered Seminole woman, pure love and 
pure strength. You are all around greatness Waache. 
Continue taking care of yourself staying stress free. 
There is no need to be concerned for anyone that is 
“grown.” They supposed to be man enough or woman 


enough to take of they own self. Waache it’s your right 
to enjoy yourself the best you can and it’s my duty to 
make that happen. This Warrior will always put your 
wellbeing first. One thing and two for sure, Waache 
you know this Warrior always shows appreciation for 
your every day. It will be that way until I breathe my 
last, when you bury me AG. Smile Waache this Pan- 
ther is always near. This is in the wind/ Waache stay 
strong. I love you. 

To: Chaaye (Paula A. Harjo) 

From: Your youngest Warrior Brother 

Happy birthday! ! ! ! You already know I didn’t 
forget you. Chaaye not in my life time will I do that. 
Every day I am more happier because it is one more 
day closer for me being reunited with you. Waache 
and you raised a Warrior. The same way I embrace 
life I embrace my last breathe. Chaaye you can be 
proud of your son Pedro Fuentes Jr. He is a great 
young man that has morals. He is very respectful and 
loyal to blood. He takes great care of his own little 
family as well as makes time for Waache. Remem- 
ber? You would always say to me, “Lil Bro its always 
been just us.” Chaaye you were right. So when I 
plucked that leaf from the tree I know you stand with 
me. Because our bond is strong like that/ Waache and 
I will always make sure you have flowers/ One think 
and two for sure we understand what respect and loy- 
alty is. Chaaye happy birthday! ! ! ! Waache and I love 
you. This is in the wind. 


To: My daughter Susie 

From: Your dad 

Happy birthday!!!! Since day one you have 
been a blessing to me. It has always been that way. 
I know it’s easy to think different, just as it’s easier 
for people to point a finger at me. Because they don’t 
have the courage to own up when they fall short. One 
thing and two for sure, if I was there as I should have 
been, all would definitely be as it supposed to be. But 
rest assure this Warrior will make things right just as 
soon as that opportunity presents itself. You’re my 
daughter and I will personally do my duty. Grandma 
told me what you asked her to tell me. “Tell my dad 
I love him.” It took me awhile to earn that. Every 
chance you allow me, I will continue to prove that 
I have loved you since the day you was born. Happy 
birthday Susie! ! ! ! I love you, grandma loves you, we 
love you. This is in the wind. I am very proud of you. 

To: My niece Delia Harjo 

From: Your uncle 

I just wanted to let you know that grandma and I 
are very proud of you. When you was a little baby and 
I held you for the time, I knew you would be success- 
ful and you will continue to prosper. You been blessed 
with that unique strength of great-grandma and 
grandma. Continue to blaze your own trail all the way 
to the top. Be your own person, think for yourself, 
stay focused on all that is positive. True friends are 
“only” those that encourage you to continue making 


the right choices. Negative, silly, fools, let them life 
in their misery, alone. You are an unconquered Semi- 
nole from the Panther Clan. We stand our ground and 
that’s what you do anytime anyone needs understand- 
ing of the word respect. It’s great you chose to go to 
an all native school. I know you are representing us 
Seminoles of Florida to the fullest with great pride. 
Deila keep striving to be one of the greatest of our 
people. This Warrior is very proud of you. I love you, 
grandma loves you, we love you. This is in the wind. 

To: My daughter India 

From: Your dad 

Happy Birthday!!!! It seems as if the years are 
going by faster and faster. As life goes on you con- 
tinue to look more and more like your sister Susie too. 
It’s great, you bother are beautiful. I am very proud of 
both of you and it makes me happy that you two know 
each other well. May that bond continue to grow. Al- 
ways know that I love you, grandma loves you, we 
love you. Remember you have the opportunity to live 
in two worlds. Whenever you get tired of living in the 
world you was raised in, you are always welcomed 
to leam to live with us Seminoles. Happy birthday 
India! ! ! ! This is in the wind. 

Warrior 

4 Life, 

Sholoopahthi Bolchuncahga 

Koowaathi 


Hey Rick, 

I just wanted to let you know that 
I’m so proud of you. You are doing 
so good in the 2nd grade, and always 
remember never to give up. You’re 
growing up so fast and so handsome. 
Stay focused and remember mom loves 
you so much as we gonna make it son, 
“together.” 

Love always, 

Your mom 
Carolee Anderson 






CLASSIFIEDS 


Get Out of Tail Fast! 

Call Myrna Loy (954) 583-9119. 

Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 
24 hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 
1128 NW 31st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Custom built 3/2 CBS home with water on 2 sides and direct lake access. In Lakeport 
on a private concrete road with 4 other custom built homes. 9 miles to casino. Private 
owners boat ramp. 1664 sq. ft. under air. Split plan with open living, dinning & kitchen. 
Two 8ft. glass doors open to 28X1 Oft. screened porch. Attached double garage with 10ft. 
electric door will hold an airboat and bass boat. Covered boat house with electric lift and 
screened fish cleaning room. 77ft. concrete seawall. All appliances, washer, new dryer and 
some furniture included. Many extras. Large easement on rim canal for owners use tax free. 
Shown by appt. No lease options or owner financing. $275,000, will accept offers. Email: 
okeehouse4sale@gmail.com for more info. 


OUT 




MYRNA LOY 
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THE 5 YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 


OPEN 

DAYS! 


PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 
& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 



^ SEE YOUR NEW 

FORD FOR LESS % 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 4 

WE’LL < 
BEAT THEIR < 
PRICE! ^ 

_JUST CALL US! JC 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


“A family owned and operated business” ■ We treat you like family” 



8655 PINES BLVD. 

HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 
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Tribal youth competes among best divers 
in regional and state competitions 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

PLANTATION/ORLANDO — Tribal youth Carson Knaby 
of the Davie University School swimming team is a hidden gem 
ready to shine bright in the coming years. 

As an eighth-grader she has made strides as an underclassman 
competing with the best of the best in class 1 -A as a diver. 

At close to four years competing, her dedication has brought 
her three straight district crowns and she reached her goal of 
going to the state championships, an accomplishment which 
eluded her last year because of a strained tendon in her foot. 

This year’s journey began Nov. 3 at the Florida High School 
Athletic Association (FHSAA) swimming and diving regional- 
four finals held at the City of Plantation Parks and Recreation 
Building. 

Among seven other competitors, Carson finished fifth 
leaving fate and her scores as the decider with only the top two 
automatically qualifying for state competition. 

In the end, a personal best score of 377 (28 points off the 
school record of 405) in the 11 -dive championship format on the 
one-meter springboard was enough to make the trek to Orlando 
to participate among 24 of the state’s best on Nov. 11. 

“She has gotten better every year,” said father Doug Carney 
of her progress. “She is a consistent diver. You will see some that 
will be on and off of their game; she isn’t.” 

Sally Hansell, longtime University School head diving coach 
and Florida Gold Coast Diving Association president, believes 
Knaby can become even better with more hard work. 

“Carson has had the willingness so far to take on a sport with 
tremendous parameters,” Hansell said. “She just keeps knocking 
on the door though. I like her ability to continue to challenge 
herself. I tell her and her teammates to not let fear interfere.” 

“She is taking the proper steps up the ladder,” she continued. 

Knaby went on to make the finals at state finishing 14th and 
is the first female diver in more than a decade to achieve such an 
honor for her school, according to Hansell. 

She also currently owns the six-dive school record for total 
points in one meet. 

Sports are a part of the family with Knaby also running track 
and field and past participation in gymnastics, with older brother 
J.J. playing football. 

“I have liked meeting new people and feel good about what 
I’ve done and doing my best,” Knaby said. “It does make me 
nervous though knowing that the other competitors are older or 
may be better, but it also makes me feel good knowing that I’m 
competing against them.” 

Swimming seems to be a natural for Knaby as she competes 
year-round (also with the help of a private coach), despite having 
no ties of participation in the sport by any other family member 
including mother, Joletta John-Camey, or father, Doug. 

“She had a lot of training this past summer. Her work ethic 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Knaby approaches one of her 11 dive attempts during the regional 
competition at the City of Plantation Parks and Recreation on Nov. 3. 


has been great and she wanted it. She’s a big competitor and has 
always stayed in the hunt throughout the year,” Joletta said. 

All agree the sky is the limit for the talented novice. 

Knaby said competing is all in good fun and her future plans 
remain open for now. 


+ Please see more photos on page 6C 


Johnny Boone III makes 
golf history at IHS 



Photo courtesy of Gale Boone 

Johnny Boone III, center, receives the Gold Medal for Golf at the Indigenous Games. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The marquee in front of Immokalee High School read “Congrats 
Trey Boone Golf Regional” on the morning of Oct. 20. Immokalee Tribal citizen Johnny 
Boone III, known to everyone as Trey, had just earned the right to represent his school’s 
team, The Immokalee Indians, in the Golf Regional Finals being held at the Hideout Golf 
Club in Naples. 

“Immokalee freshman Johnny Boone became the first Indian in years to advance to 
the Regional as an individual, shooting a 79 to tie for eighth overall,” said Naples Daily 
News reporter Greg Hardwig. “Boone is just the third boys player in school history to get 
to the Regional - Jerrod Carver in 2000 and 2001, and Matt Turcotte in 2005 were the 
others.” 

A member of the Panther Clan, 15-year-old Trey is the son of Johnny Boone Jr. and 
Gale Motlow Boone. He is far from a newcomer to golf, having taken his first lessons 
at age 8. Showing remarkable promise, he competed in the U.S. Kids Tour in Scotland 
when he was 10, and most recently earned the Gold Medal in Golf at the 2011 Indigenous 
Games. 

Boone’s record for the school season was 7-0 and he aced his position in the Regional 
lineup with the lowest score in school history with a 35 for 9 holes at the Valencia Golf 
Club. 

Lely High School Coach David Johnson told the Daily News, “Immokalee looks like 
a great group of up and comers with a stunning performance by Boone.” 

“I love golf and grab a club every chance I get; however, I didn’t get here alone,” Trey 
Boone said. “I owe a lot to my dad, Johnny Boone Jr.; Coach Tom O’Brien of the Rick 
Smith Golf Academy at Tiburon; Golf Professional Woody Doherty; and most importantly 
God, who gave me the talent. I plan to try very hard not to disappoint any of them.” 


Tribal youth participate in Jamal Mashburn’s 
Seminole Basketball Skills Clinic 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
hosts Year End Banquet 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal youngster Nathan Anderson, 14, faces off against 
former NBA All-Star and basketball clinic host Jamal Mashburn at the 
Oct. 8 basketball clinic in Big Cypress. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Writer 


BIG CYPRESS/BRIGHTON/ HOLLYWOOD — Run, 
dribble, jump, shoot. 

Scores of Tribal youth from the Big Cypress, Brighton and 
Hollywood Reservations made their way to their gymnasiums 
last month to take part in Jamal Mashbum’s Seminole Basketball 
Skills Clinic. 

Co-sponsored by Jamal Mashburn and Seminole Sports 
Management - a branch of Seminole Media Productions - 
Mashburn’s mentor, Reginald Kitchen, along with clinic trainers 
Sudan Ellington and Hanif Hill, took the Tribal youngsters 
through a host of dribbling, shooting and conditioning drills 
geared toward honing their basketball fundamentals and skills. 


In addition, Kitchen, Ellington and Hill rounded the group of 
youth after a lunch break to talk about a slew of concepts primarily 
centering on the importance of making positive decisions in all 
facets of their lives. 

“Every day, you should evaluate and assess yourself,” 
Ellington said. “It doesn’t matter whether it’s good or bad. 
You just want to make sure you’re in line with whatever your 
priorities are. You should always want to practice the concepts 
of self-assessment, self-governance and self-improvement. You 
should want to better yourself every day of your life.” 

Hill said he learned a lot from the Tribal youth and noted the 
excitement that transpired throughout the course of the day-long 
basketball clinic. 

“It’s excellent for us to get the opportunity to come out here,” 
Hill said. “It was great to show these kids on the reservation a set 
of fundamentals they can take to apply it to other parts of their 
lives. With this clinic, they got to see different avenues of how to 
play basketball. They saw how motivated we are in the game. It 
was a fun experience.” 

The Jamal Mashburn Seminole Basketball Skills Clinic took 
place in Big Cypress on Oct. 8; took place in Brighton on Oct. 15; 
and took place in Hollywood on Oct. 22, giving youth from many 
reservations the chance to learn from an NBA All-Star. Dozens 
turned out to participate on each day. 

Brighton Tribal citizen Philip Jones, 18, was among the 
enthusiastic Seminole basketball campers who actively got 
involved with the initiative. 

“It was great to come out here to learn some more 
fundamentals,” said Jones, who is slated to start as a junior 
point guard for the 2011-2012 Okeechobee Brahmans varsity 
basketball team. 

“I’m just trying to improve my skills and get better as a 
basketball players,” Jones continued. “I was really excited 
about the opportunity to spend time and get advice from Jamal 
Mashburn. He was one of the top NBA players when he came out. 
It’s great that he takes his time out for my people in the Tribe.” 

Jonathan Robbins, a prospective senior basketball player for 
the Ahfachkee Warriors, said he felt great to have a person of 
Mashbum’s caliber to help him and his fellow Tribal youngsters 
improve on their basketball craft. 

“I liked the dribble sideline-to-sideline drill we did,” the 
18-year-old Big Cypress Tribal youngster said. “That was my 
favorite one. You had to dribble waist up and with your knees. 
It’s a drill that focused on ball control and fundamentals.” 

Robbins, a high school senior at the Ahfachkee School, 
talked briefly about the opportunity to play for the Warriors 
Tribal basketball team. 

“It’s really motivational for those that don’t participate in 
athletics,” Robbins said. “With this camp I participated in, it’s 
going to help me stay in shape for the season and keep me healthy 
in the long run.” 

Mashburn, who briefly spoke to the Tribal youth participants 
before handing out medals and certificates to them at the clinic’s 
conclusion, offered his assessment on how the camp transpired. 

“There are a lot of things you can leam in life through sports, 
such as discipline, sacrifice and time management,” the former 
NBA All-Star/clinic organizer said. “Basketball allows kids to 
develop skills that can help them beyond the game. Kids are 
innocent and they genuinely want to seek knowledge. I enjoy 
being out here to share my life experiences and help them get 
better in basketball.” 


+ Please see more photos on page 3C 



Judy Weeks 


Moses Jumper Jr., EIRA President Paul Bowers Sr., Vice President Mackenzie Bowers, Senior Rodeo 
Queen Erena Billie and junior Rodeo Queen Kalgary Johns present buckles to Jonah Cypress and 
Esther Buster for their sponsorship of the Junior Cypress Memorial Rodeo. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — Members of the Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) gathered 
at the Brighton Veteran’s Building on the evening of Oct. 14 for the 2011 Year End Banquet 
and Awards Ceremony. 

Competing in rodeo competitions throughout the past year, the members have worked 
hard to accumulate sufficient points to become EIRA Champions, Reserve Champions and 
Qualifiers for the Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR) which will be held in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, in the beginning of December. 

“We have just completed our 13th season,” said EIRA President Paul Bowers Sr. 
“During this time it has been my pleasure to work with some of the finest people in EIRA 
history, and I want to thank you, the members, directors, stock contractors, secretaries, 
pick up men, arena crew, announcers and judges for making this possible. I do not see 
tonight as an end, but instead, it is a beginning to a new year.” 

EIRA Vice President Mackenzie Bowers and Secretary Melissa Gopher acknowledged 
the participants and staff that made it possible for the organization to grow and prosper 
since its inception in 1998. “As we head to the INFR, remember that we have proven our 
talent. Even though the competition from across the country will be tough, I have no doubt 
that we can bring home the gold,” Bowers said. 

Marki Rodeo stock contractor Marty Johns expressed his gratitude to everyone that 
contributed to another successful year. “We have worked hard to energize our stock and 
create an equal playing field for all of the contestants,” he said. “It has paid off because 
we have been asked to take 19 of our animals to compete in the INFR and two of our 
champion bulls will be going to the World Championships at the National Finals Rodeo 
this year.” 

Following the invocation, Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr. said, “This year’s youth rodeo 
is the largest that we have ever had and comprises more than 100 families. The non- 
sanctioned events are providing our youth with a teaching experience and create a feeder 
system for the next generation of rodeo contenders. During the past few years, the INFR 
has added several Junior Rodeo events and we have a fine group of youngsters to represent 

+ Please see EIRA on page 4C 
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Meredith Bullard’s Gold Coast Derby 
Grrls Squad hosts first exhibition 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen/Gold Coast Derby Grrls jammer and blocker 
Meredith Bullard gets ready to hit the roller derby circuit during the Oct. 
15 exhibition split-squad bout at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 



Naji Tobias 

Meredith Bullard helps lead her team in a roller derby bout on Oct. 15. 
The exhibition match featured members of the Gold Coast Derby Grrls 
squad, with Bullard - also known as Pow Pow Panther - serving in her 
role as both a jammer and blocker for the team. 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress Community and Meredith Bullard’s Gold Coast Roller Derby Grrls share a final group moment as the Oct. 15 exhibition match 
comes to a close, marking the first time that a bout is played on a Seminole Reservation. 


Tribal youth take first place 
in travel softball division 



Photo courtesy of the Naples Daily News 

The Tropic Wave 10U travel softball team won the Plantation Fall Classic ASA Championship Game 
on Nov. 6. Team members: Veronica Benitez, Carly Campbell, Chelsea Dumas, Riley Ennis, Hannah 
Gormly, Anna Hahn, Kelsie Martel, Hannah Morales, Kali Napolitano, Tribal youth Ava Nunez (first 
row, 4th from left), Madison Owen, Tribal youth Jillian Rodriguez (first row, fifth from left) and 
Megan Tice. Coaches are Tribal member Armando Nunez (back row, first from left), Mike Beal, Ray 
Campbell, Joe Napolitano and Lori Greco. 


SUBMITTED BY RHONDA NUNEZ 

NAPLES — Tribal youth Ava Nunez and Tribal youth Jillian Rodriguez played on 
the Tropic Wave 10U travel softball team, which won the Plantation Fall Classic ASA 
Championship Game with a score of 10-3 on Nov. 6. 

The ASA travel league consisted of five weeks of competition, and the TW 10U team 
was undefeated for the season, including the final weekend of tournament play. 

Tribal member Armando Nunez was the team’s head coach. 



GOING ON NOW! WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. 


954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! [_f | 
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KORN 

JOHN FOGERTY^'- 
AUSTRALIAN PICK FLOYD SHOW 
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TAYLOR SWIFT 
99.9 KISS COUNTRY STARS 
JAY-Z & KAYNE WEST 
JASON BONHAM LED ZEPPLIN 
CASTING CROWNS 
BLACK EYED PEAS 



JACKSON 
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NAYO/NASA Conference 
held in Hollywood 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


Moses Jumper, Hollywood Recreation director, 
welcomes guests to the NAYO and NASA 
Conference on Oct. 18. 


Guest speaker William Floyd, NFL standout 
player, autographs a playing card for fans after 
speaking about the importance of sports for 
Native youth at the conference. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Hollywood Recreation staff, along with members of the Native American Youth Organization (NAYO) 
and Native American Sports Association (NASA), join together for a group photo as part of their 
annual Board meeting at the Hollywood Community Center on Oct. 18. Five Tribes and states were 
represented in the meeting discussing rules, regulations, budget reports and other business. 


+ More photos from Jamal Mashburn Basketball Clinic on page 1C 



Rachel Buxton 

Krysta Burton practices her dribble down the 
court Oct. 15 at the Jamal Mashburn Basketball 
Clinic held in Brighton. 



Matt Snowberger 

Hollywood youth play head to head during the 
Jamal Mashburn Clinic in Hollywood on Oct. 22. 



Naji Tobias 

Jamal Mashburn Basketball Clinic trainer Hanif 
Hill and Big Cypress Tribal youngster Charlie 
Osceola during a conditioning drill. 



Rachel Buxton Matt Snowberger 

Coach Sudan challenges Jennie Eagle with her footwork during the Hollywood youth participate in basketball drills to learn fundamentals 
Jamal Mashburn Basketball Clinic in Brighton on Oct. 15. during the Jamal Mashburn Clinic in Hollywood on Oct. 22. 



GUY SELIGMAN, P.A 

Criminal Defense Attorney 


Even A Fish Wouldn't 
Get Caught If It 
Kept Its Mouth Shut 


Driver License 


320 SE >>th St ft Lauderdale fL 3331^ 

Tel 95^-760-7600 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Are you thinking of buying, renovating or building a home within your reservation’s 
boundaries? We may be able to help you make it happen. With exclusive features, 
built-in flexibility, plus the personal attention of a caring home mortgage consultant, 
you can soon be enjoying the benefits of home ownership. 


Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 

Native American Lending 

Office: 605-575-8733 

Toll Free: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 

Fax: 866-880-7943 

eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 
NMLSRID 402092 



EQUAL HOUSING 


LENDER 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801 AS615381 7/11-10/11 



Together we'll go far 
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Tribal golfers participate in annual 
STOF Classic Golf Tournament 



Naji Tobias 

Tribal citizen Elliott Young chips a shot on the first hole of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s second annual Golf Classic 
on Oct. 21. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal senior Ronnie Doctor swings at Hole 16 
during the Golf Classic Tournament on Oct. 21 at Plantation’s 
Lago Mar Golf Course. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola tries for 
the longest yard on Hole 4 during the second annual Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Golf Classic Tournament on Oct. 21. 



Naji Tobias 

Off-resident Liaison Kevin Osceola, left, STOF Golf Classic 
Promoter Imena Pacheco, center, and Native golfer Steve 
Tooshkenig take a break at the Oct. 21 competition. 


+ EIRA 

From page 1C 


us.” 

“All of the people who took part in this year’s 
rodeo competition deserve a round of applause,” 
said EIRA Champion and INFR President Richard 
Bowers Jr. “The tour rodeos hosted this year by the 
EIRA have been recognized by the INFR as two of 
the major events of their year. Your participation has 
gone a long way toward the advancement of Native 
American rodeo athletes.” 

The Junior Cypress Memorial Rodeo is held 
each year in conjunction with the Big Cypress Cattle 
Drive. Junior Cypress was a strong advocate for 
the reservation youth and rodeo sports. Thanks to a 
sponsorship in their father’s memory, Jonah Cypress 
and Esther Buster made this rodeo one of the season’s 
biggest events. Association members awarded them 
engraved gold and silver buckles for their generosity. 

The auditorium filled with laughter and cheers 
as the audience viewed a 20-minute pilot known as 
“Biggs Bloopers” that included blunders and wrecks 
that occurred in the arena during the past year of 
EIRA rodeo. 

The Year End Awards Banquet signified that 
the red dust of the arena had cleared, the points had 
been tabulated and the time had arrived to announce 
the winners. Senior Rodeo Queen Erena Billie 
and Junior Rodeo Queen Calgary Johns assisted the 
event directors in presentation of awards. Tooled and 
engraved breast collars and monogrammed rough stock 
bags were presented to the Grand Champions. Reserve 
and Regional Finals Champions received engraved 
gold and silver buckles. 

Josh Jumper and Shelby Osceola participated in 



Judy Weeks 

Junior Rodeo Queen Kalgary Johns and Senior Rodeo Queen 
Erena Billie present Josh Jumper with a commemorative saddle 
as the All Around 2011 Men’s Champion. 


as many events as possible throughout the year and 
their skills, determination and hard work paid off when 
it was announced that they had accumulated the most 
points for the year. As Men’s and Women’s All Around 
Champions, they were presented with commemorative 
saddles. All Around Boys and Girls Champions, Jobe 
Johns and Kalgary Johns received tooled breast collars. 


2011 Eastern Indian Rodeo Association Awards 


EIRA CHAMPIONS: Bareback Riding: Jacoby 
Johns, Saddle Bronc Riding: Duffy Ducheneaux, 
Steer Wrestling: Gray Wolf Herrera, Calf Roping: 
Ivan BruisedHead, Lady’s Breakaway Roping: Shelby 
Osceola, Team Roper Header: Marvin Bowers, Team 
Roper Heeler: Cort Herrera, Barrel Racing: Kalgary 
Johns, Bull Riding: Casey McDonald. 

MEN’S ALL AROUND CHAMPION: Josh 
Jumper 

LADY’S ALL AROUND CHAMPION: Shelby 
Osceola 

BOY’S ALL AROUND CHAMPION: Jobe 
Johns 

GIRL’S ALL AROUND CHAMPION: Kalgary 
Johns 

EIRA RESERVE CHAMPIONS: Bareback 
Riding: Freddy WarBonnet, Steer Wrestling: Ivan 
BruisedHead, Calf Roping: Josh Jumper, Lady’s 
Breakaway: Theresa Bowers, Team Roping Header: 
Josh Jumper, Team Roping Heeler: Naha Jumper, 
Barrel Racing: Boogie Jumper, Bull Riding: Jay Garza. 

REGIONAL FINALS CHAMPIONS: 
Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns, Saddle Bronc: Duffy 
Ducheneaux, Steer Wrestling: Gray Wolf Herrera, 
Calf Roping: Ivan BruisedHead, Lady’s Breakaway 
Champion: Leanna Billie, Team Roping Header: 
Marvin Bowers, Team Roping Heeler: Cort Herrera, 
Barrel Racing: Mackenzie Johns, Bull Riding: Koty 
Brugh. 


EIRA N ON-SANCTIONED CHAMPIONS: 

Mutton Busting: Creek Gopher, Pony Riding: Jaylen 
Baker, Youth Pony Riding: Blevyns Jumper, Calf 
Riding: Jaylen Baker, Steer Riding: Mark Holmes, 
Jr. Bull Riding: Kelton Smedley, 4-8 Barrels: 
Brighton Bauman, 9-12 Barrels: Dayra Koenes, 13- 
17 Barrels: Kalgary Johns, Jr. Breakaway Roping: 
Jobe Johns, Chute Doggin: Dylan Chalfant, Jr. Steer 
Un-decorating: Andre Jumper, 50 & Over Breakaway 
Roping: Richard Bowers Jr. 

EIRA N ON-S AN C TIONED RESERVE 
CHAMPIONS: Mutton Busting: Bryce Baker, Pony 
Riding: Mark Holmes, Youth Pony Riding: Kelton 
Smedley, Calf Riding: T-Bone Baker, Steer Riding: 
Jobe Johns, Jr. Bull Riding: Andre Jumper, 4-8 Barrels: 
Budha Jumper, 9-12 Barrels: Ahnie Jumper, 13-17: 
Ashley Parks, Jr. Breakaway Roping: Blevyns Jumper, 
Chute Doggin: Josh Johns, Jr. Steer Un-decorating: 
Blevyns Jumper, 50 & Over Breakaway Roping: Rudy 
Osceola 

INFR 2011 QUALIFIERS: Jacoby Johns, 
GrayWolf Herrera, Ivan BruisedHead, Josh Jumper, 
Naha Jumper, Marvin Bowers, Cort Herrera, Casey 
McDonalds, Jay Garza, Shelby Osceola, Leanna 
Billie, Mackenzie Bowers, Kalgary Johns, Dayra 
Koenes, Budha Jumper, Jobe Johns, Andre Jumper, 
Blevyns Jumper, Kelton Smedley, Richard Bowers Jr., 
Paul Bowers Sr., Rudy Osceola, Joe L. John, Norman 
Johns. 



Nati veNews, 



TV SEMINOLE CHANNEL 


Thursdays 5:00-6:00 PM 

with everything you need to know about community 
events in our reservations 


mu\m 



SEMINOLE MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 


“What? Don’t have DirecTV or the Seminole Channel? Call Seminole Media Productions at (954) 985-5703 today. 







Team Seminole participates in 
diabetes walk for the tenth time 
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Men’s Walk of Life helps unite community 

“There was no political agenda involved; this was just a good way to start off the day and enjoy it,” said President Tony Sanchez Jr. 
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Photo courtesy of Brenda Bordogna 

Team Seminole participates in the American Diabetes Association’s Step Out to Stop Diabetes Walk. 


SUBMITTED BY BRENDA BORDOGNA 
Health Education Coordinator 

SUNRISE — To commemorate November as National Diabetes Month, Team 
Seminole once again stepped out together to stop diabetes. For the 10th year in a row, 
Team Seminole walked proudly as part of the American Diabetes Association’s Step Out 
to Stop Diabetes Walk 2011 at the Bank Atlantic Center in Sunrise, Fla. Beginning in 
2001, Team Seminole has brought as many as 30 to 50 participants each year to the event. 
This year, the Seminole Tribe of Florida also sponsored a booth highlighting diabetes 
information, Seminole history and culture, and Hard Rock Casino promotions. 

The following Tribal members, their families and STOF employees attended this 
year: Edna McDuffie, Marilyn Jumper, Mark Billie, Francine Osceola, Stephen Bowers, 
Elizabeth Bates-Bowers, Judy Tiger, Dorothy Tommie, Karen Twoshoes, Suraiya Smith, 
Grace Koontz, Brydget Koontz, Kami Smith, Yani Smith, Ciani Smith, Juanita Osceola, 
Rachel Jumper, Carlene Osceola, Marina R. Tigertail, Brenda Bordogna, Nickie Munson, 
Nancy Koshik, Jillian Guralski, Suzanne Davis and Elizabeth Guzman. 

To find out more about Team Seminole and other walking events, contact Edna 
McDuffie, walk coordinator, at 863-983-5798. 
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Photo courtesy of Brenda Bordogna 


Left to right: Grace Koontz, Yani Smith, Brydget Koontz, Rachel Jumper, Kamani Smith and Suraiya 
Smith - several generations of family - came together at the Diabetes Walk to show their support 
and commitment to their own health and the health of their family. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

President Tony Sanchez Jr. thanks those who participated in the men’s 
walk. Other Tribal officials participating in the walk included: Hollywood 
Tribal Council and Board Rep. Marcellus W. Osceola Jr. and Christopher 
Osceola as well as Non-resident Liaison Kevin Osceola. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Walk participants Steve Young of the Seminole Recreation Department, 
left, and Non-resident Liaison Kevin Osceola, right, celebrate completing 
the 2.7-mile Men’s Walk of Life event, which featured a walk from the 
Seminole Recreation building to the Hard Rock Lucky Street garage. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Community Liaison Richard Osceola, left, along with special guest 
musical performer Paul Buster, right, welcomes participants to the first 
Men’s Walk of Life community walk held atop the Lucky Street Parking 
garage at the Hard Rock on Oct. 29. The walk was organized by Osceola as 
a way to create unity, fitness and camaraderie in the community. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Mitch Osceola, left, and Hollywood Tribal Board of Directors 
Rep. Christopher Osceola, right, approach the finish of the Men’s 
Awareness Walk held on Oct. 29. 
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A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


Presents the highly anticipated 


POLS,, 




Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18th and 19th centuries. 


FromMarch 2011 
droughjanuary 2012 


MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 
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American Heritage Tribal teens 
pick up comeback win at home 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Players and cheerleaders for the American Heritage Plantation 
football teams get ready to take the field for action on Oct. 12. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

American Heritage defensive leader Andre Jumper looks for 
the ball carrier to make a tackle in first-quarter play. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 


American Heritage running back Neko Osceola, right, blasts Osceola also celebrates after his American-Heritage 
over a defender from Columbus (of Miami) in the third quarter Plantation varsity teams’ last-second 22-21 home victory 
in route to a 20-9 home comeback win for the Patriots in their versus Dillard High School for the district championship on 
junior varsity high school football game Oct. 12. Nov. 4. As an underclassman, Osceola celebrated the win as 

the newest member of the varsity squad. 


The Salazar Law Firm 

A Professional Association 

Attorney Michael G. Salazar, Jr., 




* Assault *Battery * Burglary *Drug Charges *DUI * Driving 
While License Suspended * Theft Charges * Violation of Probation 
* Warrants *All Felony Cases * All Misdemeanor Cases 

* All Traffic Tickets 


OVER 19 YEARS EXPERIENCE FREE CONSULTATION 
24 HOURS/7 DAYS PAYMENT PLANS 


CALL 

1 -866-7-ARRESTED 

Toll free 

954-467-1965 

Local 

i( Your legal matter is my personal matter” 



Broward 

633 S. Andrews Ave 
Ste. 200 
Fort Lauderdale 

954.467.1965 


West Broward Palm Beach/Delray 

721 3 W. Oakland Pk. Blvd. 90 SE 4th Ave., Suite 2 
Lauderhill Delray Beach 

954.746.4434 561.684.7771 


EMAIL: MICHAELSALAZARJR@AOL.COM 

WEBSITE: WWW.THESALAZARLAWFIRM.COM 

I 


♦ More photos from Carson Knaby Swim Meet on page 1C 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Knaby makes her approach attempting a front double dive at the City of Plantation Parks and Recreation Nov. 3. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Carson, middle, joined by her mother, Joletta John-Carney, 
and father, John Carney, at her fifth-place Class 1-A 
regionals finish at the Plantation Parks and Recreation 
Center. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Knaby dives her way into a fifth-place Class 1-A regionals 
finish at the Plantation Parks and Recreation Center. 




vero Beach Fert PUrct PartSt, Cuae 

627 Seventeenth St- 2501 Svni[« Bhrd, 1100 SW SLW 

772,562.5866 772.464.2532 772,807.5660 

TVpfttmeiM: OfittfivLS fprAdifiks avid childrsi^ 
l nvisalijjn • misalign Teen * Sure Smile (less rime M brace i) 


Lee Legler, dmd, ms 

Board Certified Orthodontist 

www. braces atLegLer.eoku, 
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Brighton holds fifth Mini-Triathlon Race on Nov. 5 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Senior female competitor Patty Waldron finishes the one-mile walk/run. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Reina Micco tries to gain ground at the finish of the 200-meter swim. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Carla Gopher begins the bike portion of the triathlon at an estimated five miles. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenkins 

Adult Mini-Triathlon participants Carla Gopher and Reina Micco together after competing as part of the fifth annual Brighton Senior male and female competitors Willie Johns and Patty Waldron relax after completing their events. The senior division 
Recreation Tribal only Mini-Triathlon Race held on Nov. 5. featured a 100-meter swim, one-mile walk/run and two-mile bike ride. 
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THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 


RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 

Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions 

AVA I LABLE OPTIONS: 

leather fti-fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changer Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 








8600 PINES BLVD. 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 






STORE HOURS: NI0N0AY - FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM 
SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESERT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. 
OFFERS GOOD OR DATE OF PUBLICATIOH ORLY URLESS OTHERWISE STATED. ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. HOT RESPORSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PORKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSIOH OF EMI GOLDER TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1990-2006 AUTONATION INC. 
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Seminole royalty represent Tribe 
at annual FSU homecoming events 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — New faces and old traditions capped 
off festivities for the annual Florida State University homecoming 
weekend. 

The newly crowned Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel 
Buck and Junior Miss Jaryaca Baker, joined by a host of other 
Tribal alumni, got their first taste of the whirlwind experience 
Nov. 18-19. 

“It was a great experience,” Buck said. “I got to meet a lot of 
people and it was an honor to represent my Tribe like this. I can’t 
describe it all. It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience.” 

The annual homecoming parade ushered in the day on Nov. 
18 and proceeded on its usual route through the FSU campus 
with several Tribal citizens participating. 

Tribal citizen Emma Urbina, Buck’s mother, said she 
enjoyed the first- time experience. “I was very excited for Jewel,” 
Urbina said. “It was all very fun because I didn’t know what to 
expect coming in. I am still so proud of her.” 

Later in the evening, the Tallahassee Leon County Civic 
Center hosted the annual Pow Wow with special guest comedian 
and CBS Late Late Show host Craig Ferguson entertaining 
students and guests. 

One new addition this year was the first Seminole Florida 
State University alumni group, which represented the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. Princess Committee Chairwoman Wanda 
Bowers introduced the group, called the “Seminole Tribe FSU 
Alumni.” 

“We (the Seminole Tribe) continue to support FSU so 
much that the Tribe should recognize our own graduates for 
their accomplishments,” Chairwoman Bowers said. “This will 
hopefully motivate our kids also. It’s a good way to show support 
through education.” 

This year’s Tribal alumni participants included: Kyle 
Doney, Doug Zepeda, Emily Osceola-Branch, Christine McCall, 
D’Anna Osceola, Rita Gopher, Brian Zepeda and Toni Sanchez. 

For the fourth time, Doney participated in the homecoming 
tradition of the flaming spear toss in the middle of Bobby Bowden 
Field at Doak Campbell Stadium. The tradition of more than 30 
years symbolizes the Seminoles’ warrior spirit while igniting the 
crowd of thousands before the game. 

“Even though I’ve done it before, it doesn’t take away from 
the fact that it was awesome,” said Doney, a member of the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors. “Even in practice my 
heart was racing.” 

Beginning in 1978 in a home game versus Oklahoma State, 
the much- famed pregame rite featured an FSU student dressed in 
traditional Seminole regalia and makeup playing the role of the 
legendary Chief Osceola riding a horse named Renegade. Both 
have become steadfast traditions of FSU football, motivating 
thousands in attendance with tremendous dedication. 

Allen Durham, program director of Renegade and Osceola, 
said he has taken the job seriously ever since he took over the 
program in 2007. He assumed the role after the retirement of 
his father, Bill Durham, a 1965 FSU graduate who designed, 
developed and paid for the program. 

“Just to have the honor of playing the role of Osceola and 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal royalty, led by the reigning Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jewel 
Buck, middle, and Junior Miss Florida Jaryaca Baker, right, wave to the 
crowd during the Florida State University homecoming game. 


knowing what he stood for is important,” said Durham, who 
played the role from 1992-94. Durham was also part of the 
Seminoles’ first national championship under legendary former 
head coach Bobby Bowden in 1993. “They (the students) need to 
have a great respect for the spirit of who they are personifying.” 

In order to take on the coveted role of Osceola, students 
must maintain a 3.0 GPA, complete an essay on their desire to 
play the role, read about the life and impact of Osceola and have 
extensive experience riding horses, among other criteria. 

“We want to show continued respect to the Tribe,” Durham 
said. “Kyle (Doney) was a graduate; his interest and the Tribe’s 
support is a huge honor for us at Florida State University to 
have.” 

Spirits were also high coming into the game, as FSU put 
their five-game winning streak on the line against foe Virginia 
in a pivotal conference match-up on the gridiron. However, in 
heartbreaking defeat, the Noles lost 13-14 on a missed 42-yard 
field goal attempt in the last minute. The Seminoles would end 
their regular season on a high note the following week, beating 
in-state rival Florida 21-7 and finishing with an 8-4 mark. 

+ See more FSU photos on page 5A 


Tribal members featured on 
National Geographic Channel 



© Gabby Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC 

Everett Osceola sits on alligator’s back during the filming of an episode of Swamp Men. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — It’s all about the 
swamp. 

The National Geographic television 
network has filmed a series entitled Swamp 
Men at the Big Cypress Reservation for the 
past three seasons, and it has generated a lot 
of positive buzz for the Tribe. 

Several Tribal citizens have played 
an integral role in how the show has come 
about since its 2009 inception, adding to 
the authenticity and credibility of the well- 
received program. 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Cory Wilcox, 
one of two Tribal members involved with 
Swamp Men since the beginning, said the 
experience of being seen on televisions 
worldwide has been one he’ll never forget. 

Wilcox was born in Fort Pierce, but he 
has spent most of his life on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. 

“Being a part of Swamp Men has 
impacted my life to the point where I am 
known better by my people within the 
Tribe,” said Wilcox, who has been working 
with the Tribe’s Wildlife Department 


(formerly called Hunting Adventures) for 
the past nine years. 

“The reason why I appear on the show 
is because I’m known for removing hogs 
and buffalo from the Billie Swamp Safari,” 
Wilcox said. “Until recently, when I wasn’t 
guiding hunts for the (Wildlife) Department, 
my job included trapping of mainly hogs, 
American bison and Asian water buffalo. 
I also had to replenish the game that had 
been harvested by hunters. So, because of 
my knowledge in the field of trapping, I was 
asked to be a part of the Swamp Men show.” 

Meanwhile, fellow Big Cypress Tribal 
citizen Billy Walker, the other Tribal member 
in the Swamp Men since the start, has been 
involved with the series as a cultural adviser 
for the cast. Walker said that two of his 
cousins, Tribal citizens Jacob “Jay” Osceola 
and Brian Zepeda, suggested him. 

“Anything that has to do with culture, 
they (Jacob and Brian) wanted a Tribal 
member to come in and share some 
knowledge with the world,” Walker said. 
“So I went out there as an alligator wrestler 

♦ See SWAMP MEN on page 2A 


Eighth Huggins Big Bailers basketball tourney draws crowd 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tournament organizer Norman Huggins, left, and son Lucas Huggins, middle, join 
womens and mens MVPs Gwynn Grant and Gary Parker. The tournament is put on 
every year in memory of Norman’s son Randall Huggins. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — The memories of Tribal citizen Randall Huggins 
still remain strong years after his passing. The eighth annual Memorial 
Big Bailers Basketball Tournament and Car Show kicked off with high 
hopes, strong competition, good food and great prizes for teams and car 
enthusiasts near and far. 

This year, teams from several states competed in the double elimination 
event. From recreational to professional, 17 mens and 10 womens teams 
participated. Trophies were awarded to the winners, and the first place 
team received a $12,000 prize. 

Once again, members of the Huggins family coordinated the three-day 
tournament held Dec. 1-3 at the Seminole Recreation Gym. 

“For me, it (the tournament) continues to be a healing process, so 
people don’t forget who he was,” said Norman Huggins, father of Randall 
and liaison for the Trail Reservation. “We’re just picking the ball up where 
he left it and it’s a family effort.” 

The late Randall Huggins began the tournament prior to his death in 
2000 using his own money as a way to unite and connect with the youth 
and his community. His legacy and efforts continue with the help of his 
two brothers, four sisters, other family volunteers and his mother, Kathy. 

“The whole tournament reflects who he really was. He was giving and 
full of hospitality,” said younger brother Kelvin Huggins. 

Oklahoma player Vincent Coon and his eight-member squad, named 
Oklahoma Criminal Indians (OCI), said it was worth the 1 ,400-mile trek 
all the way from Okemah, Okla. for the tournament. 

“We select this tourney every year to come to and they (the Huggins 
family) really take good care of you also with all their hospitality,” Coon 
said. 

“I still like seeing all the other (Native) nations come together through 
sports each year,” father Norman added. 

The championships offered the exciting and familiar as the womens 
title game pitted Another Bad Creation (ABC) against the Native Bailers, 
consisting of a mixture of players from several states. ABC would control 
the tempo early and often with double-digit leads throughout and headed 


into the break up 17, with a score of 40-23. 

In the second half, the Native Bailers would start out on a 10-2 run 
and would close the gap to within five points at the seven-minute mark of 
regulation. They would surge to within one point, but they got no closer; 
ABC would win 58-52. Raeanne West of ABC led her team in the win with 
23 points. Gwynn Grant would earn tournament MVP honors. 

The mens side featured the dynasty- driven Big Town, winners of the 
last three mens titles facing the Plainsmen, another perennial favorite. 

The Plainsmen showed a spark early out to a quick, energized start and 
a 6-0 run in the first. BT would roar back going on an 8-2 run minutes later 
for their first lead. They would head into the break up 34-3 1 . 

The always formidable muscle of BT on the post proved to be the 
difference in the end, however, as they pulled ahead by 1 3 with five minutes 
to play. A last-minute run by the Plainsmen made it interesting cutting into 
the lead to within four. They missed two point-blank layups inside 15 
seconds and BT would win their fourth straight championship 78-74. 

Eric Beatty led the way for BT with 25 points, with Gary Parker 
selected as the mens tournament MVP. 

The car show featured a mix of classic and modem cars. Although 
it was not put on in 2010, it made its reappearance this year under the 
organization of Tribal citizen Eric Osceola, owner of Bigg E. Customs. 
Trophies were given to the winners and included categories such as: Best 
in Show, Best Interior, the Family Choice Award and Best Motor with 
special guest emcee and Florida State University football great William 
Floyd on hand for the judging. 

“It was a good turnout and I felt good about it all,” Osceola said. 
“People that come by the shop (Bigg E. Customs) supported it also. I hope 
this is something the family will help me to continue and maybe get some 
of the kids in the communities involved to help them stay out of trouble.” 

Tribal Board of Directors President Tony Sanchez Jr. also made an 
appearance. 

“I’m always amazed at the cars and what they can do,” President 
Sanchez said. “I continue to be surprised pleasantly at the number of Tribal 
members that have developed an interest and creativity in their vehicles. 
The commitment made by Norman (Huggins) and the family each year and 
sharing it with everyone is tremendous.” 

+ See more BIG BALLERS photos on page 5C 
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Big Cypress seniors celebrate 
first Trike Fest championship 



Naji Tobias 

The Big Cypress seniors share a special group moment as they celebrate their first Trike Fest title win toward the conclusion 
of the Nov. 16 championship dinner at the Big Cypress Senior Center. During the Senior Trike Fest event held at the Big Cypress 
Aviation Hangar on Nov. 3, Team Big Cypress (127 total points) blew past runner-up and last year’s Trike Fest champion Team 
Brighton (91 total points), as well as Team Hollywood (48 points), Team Tampa (26 points) and Team Immokalee (0 points). 


U.S. Department of Justice 
honors Brighton SPD officer 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Four-year Brighton Seminole Police Department veteran officer Holly Ramsey, fourth from right, and SPD Chief William 
Latchford, far left, gather with members of the Tribal Council before their Nov. 14 meeting. During the meeting, Ramsey 
was recognized for receiving the U. S. Attorney General’s Exceptional Service in Indian Country Award, the highest honor 
given by the U. S. Department of Justice. Ramsey was among 15 recipients in Indian Country to be honored; she helped 
solve a missing child/murder case on Wyoming’s Wind River Reservation, where the Shoshone and Arapaho Tribes reside. 



© Guy Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC 

Cory Wilcox and his team trap hogs inside a cage. 


♦ SWAMP MEN 

From page 1A 


to show them how I catch alligators. I got a chance to show how the 
Seminoles and Miccosukee Indians used to go alligator hunting for a food 
source.” 

Hollywood Tribal citizen Everett Osceola, who joined Swamp Men 
this season, said that having Tribal members involved has been a much- 
welcomed and much-needed addition to the series. With on-camera face 
time as a past anchor for the Seminole Channel and some past acting 
experience, the Tribal television personality saw the opportunity as a way 
to represent his people from a cultural standpoint. 

“I came up with the idea of asking for permission to perform alligator 
wrestling,” Everett Osceola said of the live, on-camera footage. “I was 
trying for a cultural outlook, but I did not want to step on any toes, as 
far as the elders are concerned. I had asked my aunt, Elsie Bowers, for 


permission before, but I had to ask again.” 

With his aunt’s permission, Everett Osceola was 
filmed by the Spectrum Productions crews as he caught 
an alligator with Walker one day in Big Cypress. Osceola 
said he thought the live footage could be good to show 
the cultural aspect of the sport. 

“It was fun for the most part, but my feet were all cut 
up,” he said of the experience, which will be aired on one 
of the 10 scheduled episodes for Season Three. 

“I guess they’re not as callous as Billy’s yet, but it 
was a great experience and it was pretty dangerous. I saw 
Billy step on a gator and the gator climbed a tree like a 
cat. It was a sight to see, but at the same time, I was like, 

‘I could step on one too.’” 

For Osceola, his main concern was how his aunt 
would feel about the sequence being aired on the NatGeo 
Wild network. 

“The only thing for me was this: Is Elsie going to 
be OK with it?” Osceola wondered. “I 
found out that she was fine with it all. 

From what I heard, it turned out to be a 
good episode.” 

Swamp Men has an avid fan in 
Claudia Selva, who said she regularly 
watches the show. Selva recalled a show 
in which Jacob Osceola explained how 
his grandmother taught him about life 
on the Big Cypress Reservation and 
how he learned to catch alligators as a 
youngster. 

“I like the fact that the show lets 
us see the history of how the Seminoles 
interact with the animals,” Selva said. 

“It’s really interesting to see how they (the Seminoles) 
are dressed in Native and modem clothing. It’s cool to see 
the Indians using ancient and modern techniques to catch 
the gators.” 

At this time, whether the Swamp Men series will 
continue after this season is unknown, according to 
Everett Osceola and Wilcox. But one thing’s for certain: 
it has given the Tribe far-reaching exposure. 

“You never can tell, but hey, at least I can say that 
I had my 15 minutes on a gator and crashing swamp 
buggies,” Everett Osceola said. 

“I have had my fellow Tribal members wanting 
to take pictures with me, which is weird for me,” he 
continued. “I thought they were joking with me, but it 
was cool because it made me feel like a Hollywood star 
for the day - a Hollywood, Fla. star that is. But if the 


show ends tomorrow, at least I had a good ride. I tried my best, along with 
my fellow Tribal members and family, to help spread the beauty of our 
culture.” 

Wilcox couldn’t agree more with Everett Osceola’s assessment of the 
Tribal member involvement with the Swamp Men series. 

“ Swamp Men, being filmed on Big Cypress Reservation, deeply im- 
pacts the Tribe’s image and will continue to do so for years to come,” 
Wilcox said. 

“People all over the world now know that the Seminole Tribe still 
exists and to this day, they can come to Big Cypress to see things you 
can’t possibly see anywhere else in the world,” Wilcox continued. “I just 
hope that I have correctly portrayed my Tribe in a respectable manner and 
that my people know I did my best not to offend any of my fellow Tribal 
members.” 

The Swamp Men episodes currently air on Monday nights at 10 p.m. 
on the NatGeo Wild network. For more information on the series, visit 
www.billieswamp .com. 



© Gabby Nickerson/Spectrum Field Productions, LLC 

Everett Osceola prepares to jump on an alligator. 




Divorce 
Modifications 
Appeals 
Child Support 


Alimony 

Prenuptial Agreements 
Paternity Issues 
Domestic Violence 


(954) 525-0651 1 (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


JUDITH A. _HOMKO 

Marital & Family Law 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



Free Consultation 

www.hendrylaw.com 

Lake Placid 

863 - 699-2889 


DUI 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Juvenile 
Traffic Tickets 
Divorce^ 

Child Support 
Custody 

Dependency Actions 
Probates 
Wills 



Serving Hendry, 
Glades, Broward, 
Okeechob ee^a nd 
Highlands Counties 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the 

Native American Journalists Association. 

Letters/e-mails to the editor must be signed 
and may be edited for publication. 

Subscription rate is $35 per year by mail. 

Make checks payable to The Seminole 
Tribune, 3560 N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, 
FL 33021 

Phone: 954-985-5702 
Fax: 954-965-2937 
Or subscribe online at 
www. seminoletribe . com 


The following deadlines apply to all 
submissions to The Seminole Tribune: 

Issue: January 27, 2012 
Deadline: January 11, 2012 

• 

Issue: February 24, 2012 
Deadline: February 8, 2012 

• 

Issue: March 30, 2012 
Deadline: March 14, 2012 

Please note: Submissions that come past 
deadline will be posted in the 
following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and other 
information may be downloaded from the 
Internet at: 

www.seminoletribe.com/tribune 

Postmaster: 

Please send address changes to 
The Seminole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Publisher: James E. Billie 

Editor in Chief: Camellia Osceola 
camelliaosceola@semtribe.com 

Senior Editor: Brett Daly 
brettdaly@semtribe.com 

Copy Editor: Kathryn Stolarz 
kathrynstolarz@semtribe.com 

Staff Reporters: 

Chris C. Jenkins, Naji Tobias, 

Peter B. Gallagher 

Contributors: 

Judy Weeks, Rachel Buxton, Donna Mason 


If you would like to request a reporter or 
would like to submit an article, birthday 
wish or poem, please contact 
Senior Editor Brett Daly at 
954-985-5702, ext. 10725 
Or by fax at 954-965-2937 


©2011 Seminole Tribe of Florida 





3A • The Seminole Tribune • December 21, 2011 



Community A 


Swamp Screamers Motorcycle Ride 
benefits the Florida panther 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal citizen and avid motorcycle rider Ollie Tiger, mother of BC Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger, displays her 
Harley Davidson Track UltraClassic motorcycle at the Billie Swamp parking. The Nov. 12 Swamp Screamers event raised 
money to protect the endangered Florida panther. 


BY NAJI T OBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribe’s Billie Swamp 
Safari welcomed scores of bikers to their inaugural 
Swamp Screamers Motorcycle Ride and Bike Show 
held in the Safari parking lot on Nov. 12. 

The event helped raise awareness for the Florida 
panther, classified as an endangered species by the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission. 

The Swamp Screamers campaign drew motorcycle 
enthusiasts from near and far, and they certainly didn’t 
mind the scenic ride to Big Cypress, said Melissa 
Sherman, Billie Swamp Safari’s marketing and 
promotional coordinator. 

Several Tribal citizens rode out in full force to 
show off their wheels. Hollywood Tribal citizen Ollie 
Tiger, the mother of Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
Mondo Tiger, was one of the featured riders at the 
weekend event. 

“I just wanted to ride down here to see what was 
going on,” said Tiger, who has been an avid rider for the 
past seven years. “I like what the Billie Swamp Safari 
is trying to do.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank, who 
attended the Swamp Screamers show, talked about the 
importance of raising awareness for the Florida panther. 

“We have a large panther population out here on 
the reservation lands,” Rep. Frank said. “The need for 
awareness is growing, and we support the Tribe’s efforts 
in doing what can be done to keep the habitat intact.” 

The Florida panther is known as the state’s official 


animal and has a current population of around 100 
panthers, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

The Florida panther typically makes its home 
in the Everglades, a federally protected environment 
which includes the Big Cypress National Preserve, 
Everglades National Park, the Florida Panther National 
Wildlife Refuge, the Big Cypress Reservation and the 
Miccosukee Reservation. 

About 150,000 people across South Florida - 
including those from Fort Myers, Miami and West 
Palm Beach - have supported the cause. Portions of the 
proceeds from the Swamp Screamers event went to the 
Wildlife Foundation of Florida, Sherman said. 

Donor organizations included Harley Davidson of 
West Palm Beach, Fla., Hot Leathers, Leathers for Less 
and Sysco. 

The Billie Swamp Safari has recently opened 
its own panther exhibit to the public. According to 
Sherman, the two-story structure - conceptualized by 
Steve McNeil and Jodi Reynolds - is between 6 and 7 
feet tall and features a high island in the middle of the 
exhibit’s enclosure. 

The completed display is designed to house 
panthers who can view tourists and guests at eye level, 
Sherman said. 

Billie Swamp Safari plans to continue the Swamp 
Screamers show next year, Sherman said. 

For more information on the Florida panther 
movement, visit www.floridapanthernet.org. 

+ See more SWAMP SCREAMERS photos on page 6A 


Tribal member Jessica Osceola 
pursues her artistic passion 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 


NAPLES — Jessica Osceola has 
always been creative, and she comes 
from a close-knit family who place their 
heritage and cultural traditions at the top 
of the list. A daughter of Douglas M. 

Osceola Jr. and his wife, Sandy, she was 
raised in a traditional atmosphere that 
adhered to camp life through her father’s 
generation. 

Her grandmother, Tahama Osceola, 
and her great grandmother, Juanita 
Osceola, introduced her to the Seminole 
arts at an early age. She has always shown 
a keen interest in adopting the skills of 
her ancestors. 

Following graduation from high 
school, Osceola enrolled in Florida Gulf 
Coast University. Originally a history 
major, she was drawn to the world of 
art as she attempted to express herself 
and the role of Native Americans in 
American society. In 2008, she received 
a bachelor’s degree from the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 

“My Seminole ancestry and their 
way of life include the pride of a people 
who are known as ‘The Unconquered,”’ 

Osceola said. “My Irish background 
from my mother helps me to blend into 
the melting pot of diversity, struggle 
and opportunity for which this country 
stands. I am constantly battling with 
these two identities and the stereotypes 
conferred upon my cultures by society. 

My art provides me with a media for self- 
expression.” 

A year of study at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. 
further enhanced her artistic skills and 
broadened her scope of communication 
through her art work. Several of her 
sculptures were included in the Seminole Artists 
exhibit at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 

A rapid learner, Osceola easily passes on 
information to others, and she shows a great deal of 
promise and compassion when teaching children and 
adults. This skill motivated her acceptance of the role 
of traditional arts specialist at the Juanita Osceola 
Center where she served her community for more 
than a year. 

Realizing that she had reached a plateau in her 
development, Osceola recently resigned her position 
to pursue her artistic career. She joined a diverse 
group of eight emerging artists from Fort Myers, Fla. 
called the San Carlos Collective. The members are 
connected by friendship, place and ambition. They 
have all received their technical training at Florida 
Gulf Coast University. 

Although highly individual in style and medium, 
the members share a sense of experimentation and 
discovery, as well as a desire to react to the traditions 
of art, whether affirming or negating them. Through 
their combined efforts, they are receiving positive 
exposure for their creations, and they recently 
exhibited at the Taste of the Arts, Art Walk and Sidney 
& Berne Davis Art Center in downtown Fort Myers. 

The San Carlos Collective was accepted for 
exhibition at the prestigious Art Now Fair at the 
Catalina Hotel in Miami Beach from Dec. 1-4. This 
unique, contemporary art fair is held annually and 
focuses on providing exposure for internationally 
renowned artists to private collectors, museum 
curators and art dealers. 


Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

As the furnace heats up, Jessica Osceola gets ready to express her 
artistic talents through metal sculpture. 


The exhibit enjoyed a high volume of traffic, and 
each of the members found a buyer for some of their 
creations. Completing this very successful venture, 
the Collective has been invited to participate in the 
New York Art Now Fair in March 2012. 

“Creating art, whether it is a sculpture or 
ceramics, is a constantly evolving process,” Osceola 
said. “In my own art, my biggest inspiration comes 
from the people I meet, the places I visit and the 
emotional experiences I draw from it. Through art I 
can tell the world how I feel and how I think and how 
I perceive.” 

Osceola said she prefers working in clay and 
metal, but she likes experimenting with as many 
materials as possible. She’s worked with glass, resins, 
steel, plaster and more, and her current piece combines 
heavily glazed clay surfaces and cast metals. She likes 
to emphasize form, texture and medium. 

“I am instinctively drawn to creating unattractive 
surface imperfections and forms that arouse 
vulnerability. My quiet, introverted personality is 
often contradictory of my outspoken work. As a result 
the work becomes a catalyst for communicating with 
an audience about visions of my past, present and 
future.” 

Even though she enjoys a very productive period 
in her artistic creativity, Osceola is looking ahead. 
She is exploring the curriculum at several possible 
universities in consideration of pursuing her master’s 
degree in fine arts. 


+ See more ARTIST photos on page 8A 



Epidemic of violence against Native women continues to grow 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Writer 

No one wants to think about physical assaults 
happening to someone they know or even happening to 
themselves. However, out of any ethnic or racial group 
in the U.S., Native women face the highest rates of 
sexual violence and physical assault. 

One out of three Native women will be raped in 
her lifetime, and three out of four will be physically 
assaulted, according to the U.S. Department of Justice. 
As those alarming statistics show, violence among 
Native women in the U.S. has become an epidemic. 

With the help of the Indian Law Resource Center, 
the Safe Women, Strong Nations project was started to 
help raise national and international awareness against 
the growing epidemic in Native communities. Women 
like Tillie Black Gear, Cecelia Fire Thunder, Terri 
Henry, Karen Artichoker and many others spearheaded 
the project and continue their grassroots efforts today. 

Because more than 80 percent of the violence 
occurring against Tribal women is perpetrated by non- 
Native men, Tribal courts have a hard time prosecuting 
and bringing the perpetrators to justice. 

Safe Women, Strong Nations, however, helps fight 
the epidemic by educating Tribal communities with 
proper legal skills and Tribal jurisdiction knowledge. 

If violence among Native American women is 
classified as an epidemic, then why are we just now 
hearing about it? 

“It is an issue, but not an issue that is dealt with,” 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Family Services Director 
Helene Buster said. “However, it needs to be.” 

Safe Women, Strong Nations and the Indian 
Law Resource Center recently aired a public service 
announcement publicizing the shocking statistics and 
the facts. 

“Every time I watch this video and read the 
onscreen statistics, I picture my mom, my sisters and 
fiancee,” Tribal member Jarrid Smith said. “Given the 
statistics stated and the fact that crimes like domestic 
abuse and rape go underreported, I know that the Native 


women in my life have experienced some form of 
violence which they haven’t expressed.” 

Seminole Police Department Sgt. Angela Comito 
confirmed that domestic abuse and rape do go 
underreported. 

“In my 10 years here in Brighton, we have had 
only one Tribal victim involved in something similar 
to a sexual assault and not too much violence involving 
women other than domestic,” she said. 

Unfortunately, just because Sgt. Comito only has 
one report filed in her police records, the Seminole 
Tribe is not exempt from this violence epidemic. 

“I see it happening,” Buster said. “It happens on a 
daily basis, but it is our culture that you stick with your 
family even if that means keeping it private.” 

Many victims find themselves scared with no 
knowledge of what to do or where to go for help. Buster, 
a domestic violence victim herself, found herself in that 
exact situation. 

“I didn’t know, I was too scared,” Buster said. “I 
didn’t know who to go to.” 

If it is Seminole culture, and possibly other Native 
cultures as well, to stick with their family no matter 
what, even if that means turning a blind eye toward 
domestic violence and sexual assault, what is it going 
to take to stop the violence? 

“It will take Native people saying to themselves that 
enough is enough,” Smith said. “It will take collective 
action by communities and loving by individuals to 
defeat this epidemic.” 

Thanks to Safe Women, Strong Nations and the 
Indian Law Resource Center, some people are taking 
action. 

In May of this year a delegation of Native women’s 
organizations met with Doudou Diene, the Special 
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism. The 
delegation educated the United Nations official on 
Native American violence and how Tribal courts are 
limited and discriminated against, making it difficult 
to fight violence. The Special Rapporteur took great 
interest in the subject and promised to include it in his 
report to the United Nations Human Rights Council. 


Another group of Native women led by Navajo 
Nation First Lady Vikki Shirley traveled to the United 
Nations headquarters to raise awareness on the cause. 
They came forward asking the U.N. to make public 
safety on Indian reservations a priority and to give 
Tribal governments the authority to enforce Tribal laws 
against anyone on Tribal land. 

“It will take initiatives like this one to break down 
the tolerance and acceptance that violence against 
women has built up,” Smith said. 

What the Navajo Nation First Lady asked for is a 
service that the Seminole Tribe already offers: public 
safety is a priority. The Family Services Department 
and the Seminole Police Department offer help to those 
in need. 

“Family Services is there to help people,” Buster 
said. “We want to help. Our counselors are trained on 
such topics as domestic abuse. We offer courses when 
needed. But we can’t change it if no one speaks up.” 

The Indian Law Resource Center is also trying to 
help raise awareness about speaking up. 

“The tendency to not act, to choose inaction, is 
what is defining us,” Smith said. “We take the easy 
route and don’t pick up the phone. We don’t use our 
voices to protect others.” 

On Jan. 27, 2011, Rashida Manjoo, United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women, visited 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in Cherokee, 
N.C. 

“A visit to a sovereign Indian nation will allow the 
Special Rapporteur to learn firsthand about the distinct 
legal barriers that prevent American Indian nations in 
the U.S. from protecting their women citizens,” said 
Painttown Rep. Terri Henry who also serves as the 
co-chair of the NCAI Task Force on Violence Against 
Women. 

Most Native Americans do not have to visit a 
Tribal community to understand. Most have probably 
already witnessed firsthand the acts of violence toward 
a Native woman. 

But Smith is in the rare minority that hasn’t seen it. 

“Growing up I never saw a man hit a woman; on 



the rez that is a huge accomplishment,” Smith said. 
“So, most of all, I’m tired of that being abnormal.” 

As the Indian Law Resource Center states, Indians 
are “warriors.” The Seminole Tribe prides itself on the 
idea of being the unconquered warrior, and they should 
not let violence conquer them. 

Fortunately, the Seminole Tribe has the resources 
available to help stop this epidemic. People just need 
to speak up and reach out for help by calling their 
reservation’s Family Services Department. 

Seminoles can make a difference and stop being 
complicit. Start by getting the word out about abuse 

+ See EPIDEMIC on page 8A 
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Folk musicians visit Billie 
Swamp for annual getaway 


Smallwood Store contempt 
hearing set for Dec. 29 



Peter B. Gallagher 

Seminole Big Cypress Board Rep. Joe Frank and Florida folk musician Valerie C. Wisecracker socialize at the event. 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 

NAPLES — The next episode in the long- 
running drama “The Fate of the Smallwood Store and 
Museum” will take place at 2 p.m. on Dec. 29 at the 
Collier County Courthouse when Judge Lauren L. 
Brodie considers contempt charges against Florida 
Georgia Grove (FGG). 

FGG, a bold squad of out-of-town developers 
from Highlands County, sought to solve a property 
dispute by tearing out historic Mamie Street in an early 
morning April 14 raid in Chokoloskee. The incident 
blocked the only access to the Museum, causing it 
to shut down and provoking a lawsuit from both the 
county and the Smallwood Trust; then, defying a direct 
court order, FGG only partially restored the road, still 
blocking access for most vehicles to the 105 -year-old 
national historic landmark. 

Not long after handing down his order to replace 
the road, the original jurist, Judge Hugh Hayes, 
recused himself from the case when FGG complained 
he was not impartial because the next door Collier 


County Courthouse Annex was dedicated in his name. 
His replacement, Collier County native Judge Cynthia 
Pivacek, also stepped down, without giving a reason. 
Next came Judge Brodie, who is more familiar with 
juvenile justice cases. 

“Thousands of people have come to town, then 
turned around and left when they saw the road,” said 
Lynn Smallwood-McMillin, who is planning a 2012 
kayak race and treasure hunt to raise funds for the 
Smallwood Store. 

Marco Island musician JRobert and Miami folk 
songstress Valerie C. Wisecracker are mustering signs, 
songs and supporters for another public “Save the 
Smallwood Store” rally on the Collier Court House 
steps before the Dec. 29 hearing. “We want the judge 
to know that people care about the Smallwood Store. 
It’s an important part of the history of the Seminole 
Indians, Collier County and the State of Florida,” 
Robert said. “No one should be allowed to ruin the 
people’s pride.” 

Anyone interested in participating in the rally 
should contact JRobert at jrobert@jrobert.net or 
Wisecracker at valcara@bellsouth.net. 


Big Cypress RV Resort Grand 
to re-open this January 



BY PETER B . GALLAGHE R 
Special Projects Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Florida folk musicians held 
their annual Florida Swamp Getaway on Dec. 3-4 at 
the Big Cypress Reservation, hosted by Billie Swamp 
Safari. 

Performers included Frank Thomas of Lake 
Wales, the genre’s patriarch and chief songwriter; 

Whitey Markle, the Citra Swamp Rooter king; 

Miami songstress Valerie C. Wisecracker; national 
songwriter Jim Mason; harmonica wizard T.C. Carr 
of St. Petersburg; and the Bullard Brothers from 
White Springs. The eclectic group toured the region in 
airboats and swamp buggies and performed a six-hour 
concert at the Swamp Water Cafe. 

Tradition regarding a recent death in the Bird 
Clan prevented Seminole Chairman James E. Billie 
from joining the festive group. Billie is a noted Florida 
folk singer-songwriter in his own right. 

“What a great weekend!” said Wisecracker, who 
praised BSS Marketing Director Melissa Sherman 
and her staff for accommodating everyone’s needs. 

“Everyone was so attentive to every detail. Some Songwriter Jerry Lawrence Bullard sings his Florida songs at 

people might have been a little nervous about sleeping the Swamp Water Cafe during the Florida Folk event, 
out here surrounded by gators and panthers, but the 
Billie Swamp Safari staff made us all feel at home.” 

Also joining the crowd were musicians Mac Martin from Arcadia; Pat Barmore from Clearwater; Lisa 
Thomas from Lake Wales; Charlie Cook from Lakeland; Ken Crawford from Tallahassee; Guy Labree from Pine 
Level; Raiford Starke from Immokalee; and Judge Zip Robertson from Miami. 



BY PETER B. G A LLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Sporting a 
much-needed facelift, the 15 -year-old 
Big Cypress RV Resort will celebrate 
a “Grand Re-opening” on Jan. 12 
with Seminole seniors honored as 
special guests. The 11 a.m. event will 
feature a seniors lunch and tour of the 
facilities conducted by Park manager 
Darwin DeCamp and an address by 
Big Cypress Council Rep. Mondo 
Tiger. 

“Most of the improvements 
people will see around here were 
made in-house,” DeCamp said. 

“In other words, completed by 
departments within the Tribe. We all 
came together to help each other.” 

The improvements include a completely 
new electrical system “from the ground up to the 
transformers,” said DeCamp, as well as all new sewer 
lines and park- wide landscaping. “We took 21 sites 
and made them into a premium area, complete with 
new landscaping and attractive 8-by-20 paver panels.” 

DeCamp and his workers also gutted several 
cabins, installing new bathrooms, complete with 
new showers. Even the old “falling down chickee” 
was renovated, he said: “Our goal was to make this 
place more user friendly.” Marketing improvements, 


Photo courtesy of Big Cypress RV Resort 

designed to lure more campers and recreational vehicle 
enthusiasts to the park, are also being implemented, 
DeCamp said. 

In addition to RV sites and cabins, the Big 
Cypress RV Resort features tent sites, a clubhouse, a 
heated swimming pool, a new hot tub, a miniature golf 
course, a basketball court, shuffle board, horseshoes, 
a playground, laundry facilities and an exercise room. 

For more information, call 800-437-4102 or visit 
www.bigcypressrvresort . com. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Miss Florida Princess Jewel Buck waves to the crowd as part of the homecoming parade festivities on Nov. 18. 


Photo courtesy of Wanda Bowers 

Florida State University President Eric J. Barron, center, joins the Seminole Color Guard, the Seminole Princesses and the newly 
formed Tribal alumni group before the annual homecoming parade on the FSU campus on Nov. 18. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Florida State University Tribal alumni Doug Zepeda, left, and Emily Osceola- 
Branch, right, greet the crowd at the annual FSU parade held Nov. 18. 





Chris C. Jenkins 

Little Miss Florida Seminole Brooke Yescas participates in the Nov. 18 FSU 
Homecoming Parade. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Miss Florida Seminole Junior Princess Jaryaca Baker crowns the new FSU 
Homecoming Queen at halftime. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Former Florida State University alumnus Kyle Doney throws the famed spear of the 
Seminole rider Osceola as part of the pregame kickoff festivities for homecoming. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal senior Connie Gowen, middle, with the mothers of the Tribal Princesses 
before the parade on Nov. 18. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Former Florida Gov. Reubin Askew joins Tribal citizens at the Florida State University Alumni breakfast held at the FSU Alumni 
Center. Askew served from 1971-1979 as the 37th governor. 



Chris C. Jenkins Photos courtesy of Elizabeth Bates Bowers 

Tribal royalty and honorary spear toss guest Kyle Doney with Osceola and Renegade on the field during the FSU homecoming The Seminole Color Guard with FSU President Eric J. Barron, 
game. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Seminole royalty meet FSU football players during the 
homecoming game on Nov. 19. 
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Holiday food safety tips 


SUBMITTED BYAVAJOHN 
Environmental Health Department 

Our Tribal communities are making plans for 
holiday feasts that include everyone’s favorite dishes, 
from Indian tacos to Indian stew. Friends and families 
are invited, and excitement is in the air. Food safety 
is probably not the first thing you think about when 
planning a holiday dinner, but to keep your gathering 
from becoming memorable in the wrong way, it’s 
important to take steps to protect your guests from 
foodbome illnesses. 

To make sure your holiday dinner is not only 
delicious but also as safe as possible, the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Health Department would like to 
offer a few simple steps to ensure a delicious and safe 
holiday meal: 

1 . Wash your hands thoroughly and often before, 
during and after food preparation. Simply washing 
hands is one of the easiest ways to minimize bacterial 
contamination and keep your food safe. Wash with 
soap up to your wrists and between your fingers for 
approximately 20 seconds. 

2. Defrost turkey and other foods in the refrigerator. 
The safest thawing method is in the refrigerator at 41 
degrees F. Plan ahead: a 16-20 pound turkey can take 
two to three days to thaw in the refrigerator or eight to 
10 hours to thaw in cold, running water. Never thaw a 
turkey or any other food by leaving it on the counter. 

3. Separate; do not cross contaminate. Keep raw 
meat, poultry, eggs and seafood and their juices away 
from ready-to-eat food and away from each other. 

4. Cook to proper temperature and use a 
thermometer. There is simply no other way to determine 
that food has been cooked enough to kill bacteria unless 
you use a thermometer. Turkeys, stuffing, side dishes and 


all leftovers should be cooked to at least 165 degrees F 
and kept higher than 140 degrees F during serving to be 
sure that any potential bacteria is destroyed. Remember 
to keep hot food hot and cold food cold. 

5. Stuff and cook your turkey the right way. The 
safest way to cook the stuffing is separate from the 
turkey. But whether the stuffing is cooked inside or 
outside of the turkey, the stuffing must reach an internal 
temperature of 165 degrees F. If the turkey is stuffed, 
mix ingredients just prior to filling the cavity. Stuff 
loosely to help ensure safe, even cooking. Remember, 
the temperature of a whole turkey must reach 180 
degrees F in the innermost part of the thigh and the 
center of the stuffing must reach 165 degrees F. 

6. Refrigerate leftovers within two hours of 
preparation. Leaving food out for too long is one of 
the biggest holiday food safety problems. When food 
sits out for more than two hours, its temperature falls 
into the danger zone, higher than 40 degrees F and less 
than 140 degrees F, which is ideal for bacterial growth. 
Package leftovers in small portions and make sure the 
refrigerator is not over-packed so that air can circulate 
around the food and cool it properly. 

7. Reheat leftovers to 165 degrees. Popping a plate 
of food into the microwave for a few minutes may seem 
safe enough; however, you should use a thermometer 
to make sure all the food is reheated enough to kill 
bacteria. Microwaves heat in an uneven manner, so let 
the covered food sit for a minute or two to let the heat 
destroy any bacteria, and then check the temperature all 
around the plate. 

Remember, if in doubt, throw it out. 

Information taken from Broward County Health 
Department and WebMD websites. 

For additional food safety information, call the 
Environmental Health Department at 954-985-2330. 


From the Office of Police Chief 
William R. Latchford 


Holiday wishes and a safe new year 

The holidays are a time of the year filled with warmth and good 
cheer. We should be thankful for all the blessings we have in our 
lives. Please remember as we partake in holiday festivities and family 
gatherings to be safe and keep your families safe. Here are a few safety 
precautions to keep in mind to assure a safe and happy celebration for 
everyone: 

• Remember, fireworks are very unstable and unpredictable. 

Therefore, be sure to use caution around these displays. 

• Children must be supervised around fireworks. 

• Firearms should be properly locked and not aimlessly shot in the air to celebrate. 

• Do not drink and drive. Designate a driver or a mode of safe transportation if you plan to drink 
during the holidays. 

• Be aware of your surroundings at parties, and do not leave with strangers. 

• Take notice of your surroundings while in attendance at a holiday party, especially exits in case of 
an emergency. 

• If hosting a party, collect the car keys from everyone as they arrive. This will lessen the likelihood 
of a guest leaving intoxicated and driving. 

Remember, spending time with your family and friends during the holidays is a fascinating time to 
reconnect. Make spectacular memories that will last a lifetime. 

May you and your families be filled with warmth and good cheer this holiday season and continued 
successes during the upcoming New Year. 

-Will 




♦ SWAMP SCREAMERS From page 3 C 



Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Joe Junior Billie - a Panther Clan member - enters his 2001 Harley Davidson 
motorcycle into the Swamp Screamers Bike Show on Nov. 12. His bike has a Panther Clan design. 
“We’re just here to have a good time with everybody,” Billie said. “The panther means so much to me.” 


Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal senior Ronnie Billie, with wife, Almira Billie, shows off two of his motorcycles, including a 2008 Suzuki BK King, left, and a 2005 
Harley Davidson Deluxe motorcycle, right. Ronnie entered five bikes in the Nov. 12 Swamp Screamers Bike Show. 





Naji Tobias 

Big Cypress Tribal Board Rep. Joe Frank participates in the Swamp 
Screamers Bike Show on Nov. 12. 


Photo courtesy of Melissa Sherman 

The panther exhibit at Billie Swamp Safari is now open. The enclosure above houses Liberty the 
Panther. 


Photo courtesy of Melissa Sherman 

The Swamp Screamers campaign drew motorcycle enthusiasts from 
near and far to help raise funds for the endangered Florida panther. 



THE POLICE 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

DO YOU? 

Call Me For A FREE Consultation 

RICHARD CASTILLO 

954 . 522.3500 


Since 1 990 1 have protected rights like yours. 
My office defends dui's, drug offenses, 
suspended license, domestic violence, and 
all felonies and misdemeanors. 

24 HOURS A DAY 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not 
be based solely upon advertisement Castillo worked as a Public 
Defender in Broward County from 1990-1996 and has been in 
private practice for nine years. In 1995 he was voted the Trial 
Attorney of the year. He graduated from Capital University in 
1989 and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, Federal Bar in 
1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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Seminoles Without Addictions Make 
Progress hosts holiday dance 


Seminoles deliver food, clothes 
and toys to Pine Ridge Sioux 



SUBMITTED BY VALERIE MARONE 
Family Services Department 


BRIGHTON — Seminoles 
Without Addictions Make 
Progress (S.W.A.M.P.) held its 
first holiday dance for Brighton 
teens and tweens on Nov. 19 at 
the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School cafeteria. 

S.W.A.M.P. is a Brighton 
Family Services substance abuse 
prevention program. One of the 
goals of S.W.A.M.P. is to provide 
drug-free, fun alternatives for the 
teens and tweens of the Brighton 
Community, reinforcing its 
motto, that Brighton’s youth do 
have “Better Things To Do Than 
Drugs!” 

The Students Working 
Against Tobacco (SWAT) teens 
from Okeechobee High School 
made a guest appearance at the 
event. 

Brighton Boys & Girls 
Club site manager Derek Pierce 
and youth who participated in 
his music production program 
served as the disc jockeys for the 
night, running the mix board as 
the teens danced to their favorite 
tunes. 

S.W.A.M.P. members host activities like this dance 
to build social competence and drug-resistance skills. 
The organization believes that youth who engage in 


Photo courtesy of Valerie Marone 

Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) guests from Okeechobee High 
School take a break from dancing. Seminoles Without Addictions Make Progress 
(S.W.A.M.P.) teens hosted the holiday party on Nov. 19. 


healthy alternative activities are less likely to become 
involved with negative peer pressure and are more 
prepared to say no to dangerous activities such as using 
alcohol and drugs. 


• Paula Bowers-Sanchez 

Native Relief Foundation Inc. (NRF) is a 
nonprofit organization with a mission to assist 
Native communities who have little to no resources. 
NRF steps in to provide food, shelter and clothing, 
not to mention desperately needed social services. 
I, like several other Seminole Tribal citizens, was 
so moved by a recent television broadcast that we 
refused to stand by and do nothing. The realization 
that fellow Tribal communities and/or individual 
members face significant adversity just to survive, 
prompted us to take action. 

The television broadcast, a 20/20 documentary 
by Diane Sawyer, was filmed in South Dakota on the 
Pine Ridge Sioux Reservation. The story highlighted 
unbelievably dire conditions, which currently exist 
in this Tribal community. The film was replete with 
examples of Pine Ridge members suffering through 
atrocities such as an 80 percent unemployment rate; 
an alcoholism rate of 80 percent; a 50 percent rate of 
diabetes; and an 80 percent drop out rate of children 
before completing high school. The conditions are 
heartbreaking. It is unfathomable to comprehend 
that such “third-world” conditions exist here in the 
U.S.! 

We created NRF in response to the program 
and with the understanding that these types of 
conditions are not limited to the Pine Ridge Sioux. 
Our first initiative is to offer aid and assistance to 
the Pine Ridge Sioux community in South Dakota. 
We contacted Alice Sweat of the Brighton Seminole 
Indian Reservation, as she and her staff have 
distributed much-needed supplies for the past six 
years to the Chadron community. However, Mrs. 
Sweat was not able to raise the funds needed to make 


If 


the trip to South 
Dakota this year. 

With the Pine 
Ridge story as in- 
spiration, NRF initi- 
ated a drive to col- 
lect non-perishable 
goods, clothing, 
blankets, toys, etc. 

Our fundraising 
activities are made 
possible through 
volunteers, NRF 
staff, private dona- 
tions from individu- 
als and surrounding 
communities and raffles. Sweat and her crew trav- 
eled with the NRF team to distribute donated items. 

Our endeavor to deliver the first load of donated 
supplies in a timely manner has been hastened by 
the fast-approaching winter season. On Dec. 7, 
NRF volunteers drove a rented moving truck full of 
necessities to South Dakota. We are privileged and 
excited to make this initial contribution, but we are 
most concerned with our future ability to provide 
consistently, not only to Pine Ridge, but to other 
similar Native communities as well. If you would 
like to volunteer or make a donation (via PayPal), 
contact us at nativerelieffoundation@gmail.com. 

Thank you all for your support in making 
this a joyous Holiday Season for such deserving 
individuals... Have a wonderful and safe Holiday 
Season for you and your family! 


Tribal Council and Board approve resolutions for the new year 


Board holds special session Council passes 32 resolutions at regular session 


B Y CHRI S C. J ENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors convened for 
a special session at the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters auditorium on 
Nov. 16 and passed six resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 5: Appointment of designated plan administrator for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida amended and restated supplemental executive 
retirement plan; investment advisory committee members; amendment 
to Wells Fargo documents 

Resolution 7: Amendment and summary of material modifications 
to the Seminole Tribe of Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. 
employee health plan #502 and First Amendment to the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. premium only plan (Plan 
No. 501) 

Resolution 8: Execution of Business Associate Agreements 

Resolution 10: Adoption and approval of prescription drug benefit 
consulting agreement among the Seminole Tribe of Florida and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Inc. and Integrated Health Concepts FLC; ratification 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council convened for a regular 
meeting at the Hollywood Tribal Headquarters auditorium on Nov. 14 
and passed 32 resolutions on its regular and consent agenda including: 

Resolution 21: Establishment of the Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation Florida Panther Preserve - Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation 

Resolution 27: DirecTV Inc., Second Amendment to the 2009 
agreement for DBS 

Satellite exhibition of programming 

Resolution 28: Revision to Tribal Truancy Committee policy and 
procedure 

Resolution 29: Approval of Purple Sky Property Management Inc. 
service agreement for housing services 

Resolution 30: United States Environmental Protection Agency 
grant application for funding of the Hollywood Water Infrastructure 
Project reverse osmosis membrane skid purchase 

Resolution 3 1 : Appointment of one commissioner to the Seminole 


Water Commission in accordance with the Tribal Water Code 

Resolution 32: Filming permission letter granting Station 24 LLC 
permission to film a music video at Seminole Indian Casino - Immokalee; 
ratification 

Resolution 34: Waste Management Inc. of Florida service agreement 
for Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino — Hollywood, Seminole 
Indian Casino - Hollywood, Seminole Paradise and Seminole Gaming 
Annex Building 

Resolution 35: Approval of the Third lease modification agreement 
by and between Seminole Properties Retail LLC and Cache Inc. 

Resolution 40: Occupancy and use of land by the Forestry and 
Wildland Program for an office and work center for forestry and wildland 
management purposes - Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation 

Resolution 43: Seminole Tribe of Florida filming permission letter 
granting Seventh 

Art Releasing permission to film a history of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida relating to Chairman James E. Billie on Seminole Indian 
Reservations 

Resolution 46: Evans Oil Company LLC fuel purchasing master 
service agreement 

Resolution 47: Budget approval - FY 2012 


SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 

AEFTAEFTHFKI 
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A PLACE TO LEARN, A PLACE TO REMEMBER. 


Presents the highly anticipated 


POLS, 




Explore the changing technology of weapons and how these 
advancements were used in the Seminole Wars. 

See items from our extensive collection including weaponry 
from the 18 th and 19 th centuries. 


From March 2011 

throughjanuary 2012 


MUSEUM MEMBERS AND TRIBAL MEMBERS 
ADMITTED FREE • FREE PARKING 


34725 West Boundary Road 
www.ahtahthiki.com • 877.902.1113 
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Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


Need travel arrangements? Call us! 
We take care of all your travel needs 

including: 

Hotels, Airlines, and Cruises 
FrontRowUSA is up front 
and honest, putting you up front! 





BB KING 
BOB SEGER 
WILLIE NELSON 
ANDREA B0CELLI 
CASTING CROWNS 
RADIOHEAD 
YANNI 

GET THE LED OUT 
CHRIS CORNELL 
RAMMSTEIN 
NEIL DIAMOND 
ROGER WATERS 
JAZZ IN THE GARDENS 



MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA MARLINS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
FLORIDA PANTHERS 


MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET 

CIRQUE DU S0LEIL- 
MICHAEL JACKSON THE IMMORTAL 

THE LION KING 
ROMEO ET JULIETTE 
BILLY ELLIOT 
HAIR 


ORANGE BOWL BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUN & BAILEY 
WRESTLEMANIA XXVIII 
UNIVERS0UL CIRCUS 
HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM OR BY PHONE 

| (954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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Native American Travel relocates, hosts open house 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Native American Travel staff members gather outside their new facility during the open house on Nov. 16. The new location, 5385-B Stirling Road, is just minutes from Hollywood Tribal Headquarters. Its hours of operation are Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and after-hours phone service is available. For more information, call 954-967-3614. 


♦ ARTIST From page 3C 



Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Using casts to make a mold of her body, Jessica Osceola plans to make a life-sized 
self-sculpture. 


♦ EPIDEMIC 

From page 3C 


against Native women. 

There are other simple but important 
gestures that the Indian Law Resource 
Center suggests doing: 

• Call or write your senators and 
representatives and ask them to reauthorize 
the Violence Against Women Act. 

• Send a letter to international human 
rights bodies to investigate, report and 
comment on the United States’ actions and 
whether they meet international obligations. 

• Donate to the Safe Women, Strong 
Nation project, so the women spearheading 
the initiative can continue to fight for justice. 

“This issue needs to be recognized,” 
Buster said. “It takes the people.” 

For more information visit www. 
indianlaw.org or contact Jana Walker at 
jwalker@indianlaw.org or 406-449-2006 
ext. 106. 


Photo courtesy of Jessica Osceola 

Jessica Osceola, left, is a member of a diverse group of emerging artists called the San Carlos 
Collective. 




ijoif Qutfs 


888 - 421-2020 

irie Road Ext. -bavie, FL 33024 

f.T-RexDirect.com 


4101 



WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 


Your goals deserve our attention 



Are you thinking of buying, renovating or building a home within your reservation’s 
boundaries? We may be able to help you make it happen. With exclusive features, 
built-in flexibility, plus the personal attention of a caring home mortgage consultant, 
you can soon be enjoying the benefits of home ownership. 


Call Wells Fargo Home Mortgage today. 

Eric Sprenkle 

Native American Lending 

Office: 605-575-8733 

Toll Free: 800-898-3246 ext. 2 

Fax: 866-880-7943 

eric.sprenkle@wellsfargo.com 
www.ericsprenkle.com 
NMLSRID 402092 



EQUAL HOUSING 


LENDER 


Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801 AS615381 7/11-10/11 



Together we’ll go far 
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Announcements 


BIRTHDAYS 


Nov. 2 

Happy belated birthday to Ms. Zoey S. Osceola Puente. 

Hey Princess! I want you to know that you are and will always be my 
baby ever since the first day you were bom. I love you so much and I’m 
sorry I haven’t been a part of your life in a while but I had to get my life 
together. Don’t worry, one day Princess we will meet up again and it’ll 
be like I never left. Please don’t forget me and all the good times we had 
together okay. I miss all of you guys so much; you are still and will always 
be my family. Take care of your mom and your brothers and sisters. I love 
you ZOZO!!! 

Love, Aunt Lee 

FOOSHE 4-life 

Nov. 12 

Happy belated birthday to Ms. Maggie M. Osceola. 

Hey Mae, I had to send you a birthday wish. . .1 have been missing you 
guys and I want you to know that I love you and that I’m sorry if I ever 
hurt you. I was going through so much a while back and I know all you 
were trying to do was be there for me. I never meant to hurt you or anyone. 
I can’t take back all that crazy stuff. But I can say that today I’m living 
so much better and one day I would love to make things right between us 
because we used to be so close and I miss those days. Well enough of all 
that. I love you and hope you had a good birthday. Till next time. . . 

Love, Carolee J. Anderson (Lee) 

FOOSHE 4-LIFE 

Dec. 12 

Happy birthday to Ms. Terrijo D. Nelson. 

Wow. . . Mom, I can’t believe you getting old LOL! Just kidding. There 
are so many things I want to tell you but not enough paper to write it on. 
The most important thing is that I love you dearly. You are my inspiration 
and you keep me focused on what’s important to me in my life. I know you 
are going through a lot of things in your life and I wish I could change it all 
for you and take all your pain away because lord knows it hurts my heart 
to see you unhappy. You mean so much to me and always have and I know 
you always will. Things may not have always been good to us or between 
us but you are my ONLY mother and I’m your daughter. I’m a part of you 
and my daddy (Late) Ricky Ray Baxley. And that I’m so proud of. After I 
lost my dad I thought it was the end of the world. I lived my life without 
a care in the world. I gave up on everything: myself, my son, and even the 
Lord. But through all that you continued to love me and never gave up on 
me. I will never forget that when it counted the most, there you were taking 
care of Rick for me and even though it hurt you to see me going through all 
that crazy mess you still held me when I needed it and that’s a real mother. 
Thank you for being the Best mother that you could to me and for always 
loving me and believing in me. . . MU AH! 

LOVE, Carolee Anderson 

FOOSHE 4-life 


Dec. 16 

Happy birthday to Joel R. Osceola. 

Hey LIL’ MAN, I guess you not so lil’ no more huh? I had to send 
you a birthday wish because I feel like I missed so much in your life 
these past couple years. I know you are doing well in school and taking 
care of your mom and your brothers and sisters. I hope you always 
remember the good times that we had together and always know I will 
always love all of you. Stay focused and never lose sight of your goals 
and stay far away from drugs; they ruin lives and kill. I know you will 
do great things and be a wonderful young man. I love you LIL’ MAN. . . 

LOVE, Aunt Lee 

FOOSHE 4-life 

Dec. 20 

Happy 4th birthday to our daughter Jetta Brantley Osceola. 

May God bless you in everything you do! We love you so much! ! 

Love Mom, Dad, and Clayson 




Dec. 25 

Happy birthday to Leilani Jean Gopher. 

It’s hard to believe it’s number 10 already. Christmas is a time of 
giving, and 10 years to this day God gave this man a lifetime of beauty. 
Love Always, 

Dad 

“Heavenly Child” 

As I held you for the first time this heart once again found the strength 

to believe 

Listen as my pen journeys to 2001 and on that Christmas day the 
greatest of gifts I received 

Closing my eyes, a lovely face with beautiful black hair I clearly see 
Never have I been as blessed than at that moment when it was just you, 
mom and me 

You didn’t cry much, just a bit here and a bit there 
I remember looking upon the two of you and thinking, “God has 
decided to share” 

Since that day our love has traveled both near and far 
It will always exist in the memories of Itsy Bitsy Spider and Twinkle 
Twinkle Little Star 

No girl other than you will my heart ever adore 
How can it? When each time I say, “Lei-Lei, I love you,” you say, 
“Dad, I love you more” 

Nothing in life will I ever hold as dear 
You, Kaylee and Les will always be my happiness and cheer 
That Christmas our journey began in such a unique style 
Leilani, you are the greatest of gifts. . .you are my heavenly child 

- Leslie J. Gopher 

CHRISTMAS 

Merry Christmas Kaylee, Leilani and Les! 

Another year comes to a close as the gifts find their way to 
Christmas trees all over. The three of you will always be the most precious 
gifts I’ve been blessed with. Each day, I’m reminded how much love and 
joy I have in life through each of you. Truly, I am because the three of you 
are. 

In time we’ll be together again, physically! We’ve come a ways and 
before long we’ll have knocked these walls down. Without each of you it 
wouldn’t be possible for me to create change. It’s a work in progress but 
I’ve taken steps from being a boy to becoming a man. 

Santa has the address. May the presents be plentiful where they matter 
most. . .within your hearts. 

Have a merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Love, 

Dad 


POEMS 


“Earth (Corn Dance)” 

We are here together even under the weather. 

The sun shines upon us all, at corn dance I will stand tall. 

Strength is all there will be, 

The old way is all I will see. 

Indian is what I am. Peace and kindness is what I want to understand. 
So the stomp dance will teach me the way, 

I will listen and learn. 

So peace and kind kindness will be a part of me everywhere I turn. 

The old way is what I will know, because corn dance told me so 

Remember this before I go, unconquered is what I know. 

- Gator Doctor 


“My Strength” 

I look to the east and I see the sun rise, 

It shines all day long 

So I remembered what the angels say. 

They say to stand strong, and always look up. 

I am. I exist. It took me a while to understand that there is a better way 
to live... 

So in my life I know how it is. 

Peace and grace be unto us all, for the unconquered will always stand 

tall. 

In the chain gang is where I sit, only the strong survive. 

So, I look to the east and see my peace. . . . 

But the streets I will see again, all thanks be to the Almighty forever 
more, I promise to never ever see another locked door. 

Even though I am in prison, I have a future, another chance at life, 
without all the strife. 

- Gator 


CLASSIFIEDS 


“Sunshine” 


Rays of beauty brighten even the darkest of days 
Within their frolic I’ve learned to overcome my frays 
On a cool spring afternoon they can be seen high above the sky 
And during a freezing winter night they remain the twinkle of my eye 
They belittle any struggle with the words, “Dad, we love you so 
much” 

Only through them have I been allowed to escape life’s cold touch 
Kaylee, you will always be the strength to help me carry on 
Princess, you are by far the first fortune my heart has truly ever 
known 

It began with you, mom and me then along our princess came 
Les, never forget that because of them we will forever share more 
than a name 

Leilani, our youngest heir, a future queen indeed 
You are all the treasure I could want, never again in life will I ever 

need 

Yvonne, things have changed but to not include you in this stanza I 
would not dare 

For it was you who helped guide me to the road that has taught me to 

care 

Each of you are truly special, beautiful and certainly one of a kind 
“Home Team” will always be my light. . .It will forever be my 
sunshine 


- Leslie J. Gopher 


My Mind is a “Battlefield” 

It’s a “Battlefield” of our minds, over “Drugs” and “alcohol.” The 
time has come for us to awaken from our long sleep and search again 
for the teachings of our “creator” through which I find healing, wisdom 
and Power. Not power over other, but power over our greatest enemy 
“ourselves.” As for myself being “Seminole,” I’m seeking healing at this 
time - 1 needed to stop inflicting pain on myself and my family, I’ve been 
needing to fill the spiritual emptiness. 

True healing for me to ask for the “creator’s” help. I must cry tears of 
sorrow, to confront my shame, to forgive the unforgiveable and to return 
to the values of our “ancestors” - Love, Courage, Justice, Generosity, 
Respect, Humility, Gratitude and Acceptance of those who are different. 

Me, being in the program has open doors, especially the “Traumas,” 
it’s taken me to have the willingness, open-mindedness and honesty to 
deal with my program. 

I hope and pray that I can reach out to my people that are still out 
there; let’s don’t our life by our own hands, it is a major Battlefield of our 
minds. 

May God Bless Us All. 

I love the Seminole Tribe. 

MVTO, 

Martha Tommie 

“Remember” 

Remember a laugh. . .Remember a smile 

Hold close the things in life that are truly worthwhile 

Remember a touch. . .Remember a kiss 

For there is much in life that provides the heart its joy and bliss 

Remember to love. . .Remember to share 

Because in life those treasures are the most rare 

Remember you are special. . .Remember each day begins with you 

Do not doubt nor forget you’re the one who makes dreams come true 

- Leslie J. Gopher 
“Only a fool forgets” 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Beautiful, hand-sewn Native 
American queen size quilts for 
sale: $400. These quilts are one of 
a kind. 

Also have children’s hand-sewn 
blankets: SpongeBob, Hello Kitty, 
Tinkerbell and many more for $99 
each. 

Special orders also taken. 

Please call Jane @ 
954-336-7273. 



Get Out of Jail Fast ! Call Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard and Visa accepted. 24 
hours • Speedy Release • Professional Service. 1128 
NW 3 1st Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 333 1 1 



For Sale: 2002 Holiday 
Rambler Endeavor 

40-foot, 3 slide-outs 
Diesel Caterpillar Engine 

GOOD fuel mileage, 
sleeps 6, Washer/ Dryer 

For more information, call 
Jeff Johns 
863-634-1579 

$74,500 or best offer (call 
and make an offer) 
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Editorial 


Seminole 


clean since 1979 


‘Touch, kick and feel’ those issues 


• James E. Billie 

W e are more than a little surprised at a 
recent news story about Florida Attorney 
General Pam Bondi and her comments 
regarding “money laundering” at the Seminole Tribe’s 
Hard Rock Casino in Tampa. 

In an article published around the world by the 
Associated Press (AP), Dec. 11, Bondi voiced her 
opposition to the “destination resort” casino bills now 
before the state legislature by tying gaming to criminal 
activity. The article said Attorney General Bondi 
“contended that recent drug trafficking convictions in 
Hillsborough County showed that drug money wound 
up being routed through the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
and Casino in Tampa.” 

I am very disappointed to hear one of our top 
Florida government leaders come forward with such 
a statement that is so damaging to the reputation of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. I am disappointed the 
AP would publish this statement without checking 
its accuracy or even contacting us for our comments. 
Unfortunately, because of the fact it came from the 
Attorney General and was published by AP, untold 
numbers of persons who see this will believe it is true. 

As long as I have been Chairman, since way back 
in 1979, and during the years I was out of office, I 
have never seen any information, whatsoever, come 
across my desk about money laundering involving any 
individuals, including outside drug traffickers or even 
our own staff. At the first inkling of such activity, we 
would have immediately reported it and took strong 
measures to expose and stop this crime. 

With all due respect, Attorney General Bondi must 
know that everything the Seminole Tribe does regarding 
gaming is watched with intensity. By our very nature 
as sovereign American Indian gaming operators, all of 
Seminole Gaming, from our small hometown operation 
in Brighton to our tall Hard Rock Hotel & Casinos in 
Tampa and Hollywood, is scrutinized by more eyes at 
more agencies than any other gaming enterprise in the 
state. 

I’m talking about the U.S. Department of the 
Interior-Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), the National Indian Gaming Commission 
(NIGC) and, yes, State of Florida auditors, themselves! 

All members of our staff who handle money receive 
periodic comprehensive training when they first start 
and every six months after that to make sure our facilities 
are not used for illegal activities. All gaming staff is 
made familiar with the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network (FinCEN) and taught regarding compliance 
with the Bank Secrecy Act (BSA). We participate in 
several regular, mandated audits, including independent 
financial audits conducted by the NIGC and State of 
Florida, as well as our own in-house audits. Our Hard 


Rock Gaming facilities are audited 
by Deloitte, the world’s leading 
casino-auditing firm. 

In all these years the Seminole 
Tribe has conducted Gaming, since 
1979, no audit has ever found any 
fraud, theft, embezzlement or large 
variances of any kind. 

We have absolutely no idea 
where Attorney General Bondi’s information is coming 
from. If this charge is true, then this criminal action was 
missed by the FBI, the BIA, the IRS, the NIGC and 
the State of Florida, as well as our own professional 
security. If Bondi’s statement is factual, then why didn’t 
she alert us? Why, we went to dinner with Gov. Rick 
Scott, very recently, right in his own house, and he 
never mentioned anything, not a word, about any such 
money laundering charge. 

It is disturbing to us for such a serious charge to 
come out of nowhere through the mouths of such high- 
ranking leadership as the Cabinet of the State of Florida 
without any regard to the high potential for damaging the 
Tribe’s reputation and the reputation of its businesses. 
The Seminole Tribe prides itself on running a clean 
operation and paying our bills on time. We remain 
extremely sensitive to our relationship with the State 
of Florida and adhere exactly to our responsibilities as 
detailed in our gaming compact with the state. 

Even in these highly charged political times, we 
expect the state to treat us with the same respect. 

Sho-naa-bish. 

James E. Billie is Chairman of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida and Publisher of the Seminole Tribune. 



It’s tu-lee, not pulley 


CORRECTION: It’s tu-lee, 
not pulley. In last month’s editorial, 
Chairman James E. Billie described 
a traditional Seminole ritual often 
used prior to eating a turkey. 
In transcribing the Chairman’s 
dictation, however, Seminole 
Tribune writer Peter B. Gallagher 
misunderstood the word “tu-lee,” 
a Mikasuki word for the red bay 
(a common 
tree found 
in Florida forests and swamps). 

Gallagher thought the Chairman 
had said “pulley,” which is the bone 
in a turkey often referred to as the 
wishbone. The line should have 
read: “Remember to put a leaf of tu- 
lee on the scalpkeeper before you eat 
it.” We regret any confusion caused 
by this error. 



Pulley 



• Tony Sanchez Jr. 

R ecently, I was in Washington, D.C. 
for the Tribal Leaders Summit at 
the White House. I heard President 
Barack Obama make a personal commitment 
to meet with Tribal leaders, directly, to better 
understand their issues. He went so far as 
to decree that any federal agency that deals 
with Indians - the BIA, the NIGC and any 
of a hundred other agencies - must consult 
personally with impacted Tribes before any 
regulations or other critical decisions are made 
and implemented. 

I applaud the White House for this 
initiative. It means a lot. Why, over a three-day 
period, there were more than 500 Tribal leaders 
gathered in our Nation’s Capitol, many with 
similar needs and just as many with unique 
needs. In such a large setting it is easy for any 
one Tribe to wonder if their individual concerns 
were actually heard and understood ... or did 
their issue fall on deaf ears? 

I could not help but think that Indian 
Country now has a golden opportunity to 
be heard. Obama is on the record about his 
commitment to make sure our treaties are 
upheld. Since this was the third meeting 
between Obama and Tribal leaders, the general 
consensus was “Hey, it’s been great to talk. But 
now is time for action!” 

I think the people Obama has appointed 
to serve in government agencies rarely have 
time to visit with those they have been assigned 
to communicate with. It’s all done from the 
confines of offices. Through reports. You 
really can’t tell by just reading reports. You 
have to go out there and touch, kick and feel 
the issue. Obama knows that to strengthen our 
“government-to-govemment” relationship, 
he needs to personally sit down with Tribal 
leaders. 

I have always wondered what level of 
involvement and influence the Seminole Tribe 
enjoyed regarding federal and state issues 
involving American Indians. I knew we had 
lobbyists and a level of faith in their abilities. 
But I felt a need to be physically present in 
the same place where all the politicians and 
lobbyists are getting their information firsthand. 
A physical presence is powerful. No one else 
can deliver the message with the emotion and 
intensity it deserves! 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is viewed 
with a very bright light in these arenas - not 
just by the politicians, but by Tribes across the 
nation. They know us through our proactive 
involvements in landmark court decisions 
and legislative bills that have changed Indian 
Country. The path we took with big stakes 
bingo and other issues laid foundations for 
everyone else and put us in the spotlight. What 
the Seminoles think means a lot to tribes across 
the nation. Tribes everywhere acknowledge 
that fact and are very respectful of who we are. 

Those familiar with the old E.F. Hutton 
commercials will know what I am taking about. 


“When E. F. Hutton 
speaks,” the commercials 
said, “people listen.” I 
equate the Seminole 
Tribe with of E.F.! You 
can feel it. Everyone’s 
wondering, “What’s 
Seminole Tribe gonna 
do? What’s Seminole’s 
position on that?” 

I like to remind people: “We are fortunate; 
we are humble; by the grace of God we enjoy 
our current success. But we can’t afford to 
slow down, stop working, diversifying and 
protecting what we have.” 

Recent events bear this out. Who would 
have ever thought that just about every state 
out there would be entertaining ideas of passing 
gaming bills hoping it will make up their 
budget deficits? Some look at the success of a 
handful of Tribes across the nation, and figure 
it is a good deal to hang their hat on a jackpot 
by partnering with their respective Tribes. 
Remember, the more successful the Tribe is, the 
more money flows into the state. 

But what happens when you dilute the 
market? Take the Northeast Region. At one time 
it was just Foxwoods. Now you have Mohegan 
and a number of others open throughout 
New York. Then here comes Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania coming on board. Better be 
careful! Yes, casinos can be successful, but 
everyone needs to be cognizant of the strengths 
and weaknesses of their current markets. 

Just because you build one, doesn’t mean 
they will come. 

With all the current discussion about the 
scope of gaming expansion in Florida, you 
can be sure this administration will be very 
noticeable in making sure our presence is 
felt . Our voice will be heard loud and clear. 
I want every Tribal citizen to take comfort in 
knowing that their Tribal administration is 
taking a hands-on approach. We not only had 
dinner recently with the Governor, but we have 
also had dinner with the current and incoming 
House Speaker, as well as the Senate Majority 
Leader. We will continue to seek out and meet 
with top government leaders. 

Government to government. 

There has always been a close relationship 
between the Seminole Tribe and the State 
of Florida . . . and not just gaming. Ours is a 
relationship of culture and history stretching 
back many, many generations. We want that 
to continue. We are family, the State and the 
Seminoles. 

It’s just that now we are being asked to let 
someone we don’t even know into our family. 
We sure don’t need to let any unknowns into 
our family - especially those who do not share 
our same values and goals. 

Sho-naa-bish. 

Tony Sanchez Jr. is President of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Inc. 



NATIONAL NATIVE NEWS 



$15 million for Native 
American transit options 

U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood 
announced that $15 million has been set aside to 
help American Indian and Alaska Native tribal 
governments invest in public transit to help improve 
access to employment centers and to promote 
economic development on Tribal lands. 

“With unemployment among American 
Indians at an unacceptably high rate, reliable public 
transportation offers a vital link to jobs, training 
centers and other essential services,” Secretary 
LaHood said. “The Obama Administration is 
committed to working with leaders in Indian 
Country to improve transportation connections while 
boosting economic conditions and creating jobs in 
Tribal communities.” 

The money, awarded through the Federal Transit 
Administration’s (FTA) Tribal Transit Program, will 
provide grants to tribes in 25 states for 67 separate 
projects. Only three were awarded to Tribes in the 
Southeast: Catawba Nation (SC) was awarded 
$55,000 as operating assistance for their existing 
paratransit program and assistance with building a 
transportation facility; Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians was awarded $190,000 to pay salaries of 
drivers on night routes, and for vehicle replacement 
on the Qualla Boundary portion of the Cherokee 
Indian Reservation in Western North Carolina; 
and Mississippi Band of Choctaws were awarded 
$41,910 to enhance an existing transit system 
with intelligent transportation system equipment, 
including GPS units and 
computer equipment. 

“For people who live 
in rural communities and 
on tribal lands, access to 
reliable, affordable public 
transit is a lifeline,” said 
FTA administrator Peter 
Rogoff. “We’re committed to 
ensuring that every American 


Indian or Alaskan native who needs a ride to earn 
a paycheck, attend school, see the doctor or buy 
groceries has that opportunity.” 

-U.S. Department of Transportation 

Lawsuit to reclaim Jim Thorpe’s 
remains proceeds 

A federal judge in Pennsylvania is allowing a 
lawsuit filed by two of Jim Thorpe’s children and a 
Native American tribe over 
his remains to go forward. 

U.S. District Judge 
Richard Caputo ruled that 
William and Richard Thorpe’s 
claim could continue under 
the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation 
Act, which has been applied 
to remains held by museums. 

Thorpe was bom near 
Prague in 1 888 ofPottawatomi, 

Sac and Fox, and white ancestry. He first achieved 
fame as a multisport and ballroom dancing star at the 
Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania. Thorpe won 
the 1912 Olympic pentathlon and decathlon gold 
medals and the designation of “World’s Greatest 
Athlete.” His Olympic medals were taken away in 
1913 after it was revealed that he had played minor 
league baseball. Thorpe later played professional 
football and baseball, but by the 1930s was bouncing 
from job to job. He took roles as an Indian in B-list 
Hollywood movies and then stmggled financially 
before he died in 1953 in California at age 64. 

In a bizarre deal to draw tourists, the merging 
towns of Mauch Chunk and East Mauch Chunk, Pa., 
brokered a deal with Thorpe’s third wife, Patricia, 
which renamed the community Jim Thorpe in 1954 
and brought his remains to the town. 

It is that agreement that William and Richard 
Thorpe, sons of Jim Thorpe’s second wife, Freeda 
Thorpe, are seeking to overturn. William and 
Richard’s brother, Jack Thorpe, who died earlier 


this year, originally filed the lawsuit. Ward said the 
Thorpe brothers are trying to honor their father’s 
request to be buried in the old Sac and Fox Nation in 
present-day east-central Oklahoma. Jim Thorpe was 
a member of the Tribe, which also is a party in the 
lawsuit. 

-Wilkes Barre Times Leader 

Marine mammal peddling 
ring sentenced 

Three members of a marine mammal peddling 
ring were sentenced in U.S. District Court in 
Anchorage. They were convicted of violating the 
Lacey Act for illegally buying or trading for animal 
parts in Savoonga. 

The Glenallen residents transported 
approximately 230 pounds of walrus tusks valued 
at about $22,000 and two polar bear hides for 
$2,700. The U.S. Attorney’s office says in a release 
Jesse LeBoeuf got nine years in prison and Loretta 
Stembach received 3 and a half years. Both were also 
convicted of weapons charges. Richard Weshenfelder 
of Anchorage got three years’ probation for violating 
the Lacey Act. 

Federal law allows Indian, Aleut or Eskimos 
who reside in coastal Alaska to hunt and kill walrus 
and polar bears for subsistence purposes but they 
can’t sell animal parts to non-Natives. 

-The Associated Press 

As Native populations grow, 
number of Native doctors shrinks 

The American Indian/Alaska Native population 
exceeds five million and has increased by 27 percent 
since the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Report. Despite 
this positive population growth, there is an alarming 
inverse to this equation: the number of Native people 
applying to medical school and earning medical 
degrees is shrinking. 

Statistics released by the Association of 


American Medical Colleges (AAMC) show that in 
2004 and 2005, 465 American Indian and Alaskan 
Natives applied for medical school in each of those 
two years. By 2011, this number dwindled to 379. 
Furthermore, the numbers of American Indian and 
Alaskan Natives who are first-year medical students 
is even smaller. In 2004, there were 202 first-year 
Native medical students. By 2011, there were 157. 

“A lot of Indian students don’t think about going 
into medicine as a career,” says Dr. Donna Galbreath 
(Athna Athabaskan) and president of the Association 
of American Indian Physicians (AAIP). “That is 
something that the AAIP has been working on for 
a number of years — trying to expose more students 
to medical careers. If you don’t think about it or if 
it’s really foreign, it’s not something you’re going to 
want to do.” 

Galbreath said Native students need to be 
exposed at a younger age to the “STEM” courses of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. 

- Indian Country Today 

Berkeley honors Geronimo, lets 
Obama off the hook 

Berkeley, Calif, 
city officials adopted 
a resolution this week 
honoring the Chiricahua 
Apache leader Goyathlay 
or Goyaale, also known 
as Geronimo, but 
decided against asking 
President Obama to 
apologize for using his 
name in the May mission 
to kill Osama bin Laden. Instead, the city council 
asked the President to retroactively change the code 
name of the operation from “Operation Geronimo” 
to ’’Operation bin Laden” and pledge not to use 
Native American names in future military actions. 

-Berkeley side, com 
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Some holiday memories 


• Moses Jumper Jr. 

T his time of the year has 
always been a great time of 
year for me. It brings to mind 
many memories from which I will share 
a few. As a youngster growing up on 
the Dania Reservation (that’s what they 
called the Hollywood Reservation back 
then), I remember watching the trucks 
from various organizations around the 
state bringing used bikes to distribute 
among us Indian kids. They would line 
those used bikes up in the old rec hall 
that we had on the Rez. If you were 
late when they gave the bikes out, you 
usually got a real junker. Of course 
those kinds of bikes brought out your 
mechanical skills. It seems we were 
always fixing bikes. Very rarely did 
someone have enough money to buy a 
new bike. 

There was an organization back then 
known as The Friends of the Seminoles. 
They were prominent in Broward 
County. They would set up toy drives 
and food drives to distribute among our 
people. Most of the toys were used but 
they were new to us. Two of the women 
I remember very well were Mrs. 
Shelton and Mrs. Abby. They come to 
mind because I would travel with my 
mother to their homes in a very well- 
to-do section of Fort Lauderdale. Their 
homes were beautiful and always very 
well decorated, and they always had 
pretty candy canes and an assortment of 
sweets in beautiful glass bowls. 

This time of year always brought 
the snow birds down from up North. 
It seemed the tourists were always 
down at the same time. The robins 
were frolicking through the woods. A 
large part of our income was made off 
the tourists who travelled through the 
inter-coastal waterways on sightseeing 
boats. All these tour boats always had a 
stop where they would get out and visit 
a replica of a Seminole Village. These 
villages always had a few chickees, a 
snack bar and a gator pit. It seems these 
places always had totem poles standing 
around. I guess it always gave the 
impression of an exotic tropical village. 
We would travel and try to make as 
many of these village stops as we could. 
Sometimes the old car or truck wouldn’t 
start and we would be out of money for 
that day. The money we would make 
would come from the souvenirs my 
mother would sell or the tips my father 
would get from wrestling alligators. 
As kids we would make our money by 
standing behind little cups near the boat 



ramp and we would sing Jesus Loves 
Me in Creek and recite a little poem in 
English. The tourists thought that was 
cute and would sometimes drop us a 
coin or two in our cups. We learned to 
work and earn our money. It was also 
a lesson in public relations and public 
speaking. 

During this Christmas season we 
were always visiting. Sometimes we 
would go out to the Tamiami Trail and 
visit the camps. They would be having 
their Christmas gatherings giving out 
used clothes and toys. I remember 
they would always pass out bakery 
goods that they would get from local 
bakeries. It was food the stores could 
no longer sell but it sure tasted good to 
us. During this time we would also visit 
the churches, and I will always cherish 
the Christmas plays and hearing the 
Christmas message given by the great 
preachers of that time: men like Billy 
Osceola, Henry Cypress, Stanley Smith 
and a man respected by all Native 
people Rev. Genus Crenshaw. This was 
a great time growing up on the Rez. 
We had no money but you could never 
convince us we were poor. I pray that 
this Christmas Season you will create 
your own good memories. Let it not be 
a time when you have lost your memory 
due to a pill, drink or weed. Have a safe 
holiday and remember the real reason 
for the season! 


Moses “BigShot” Jumper Jr is the 
director of Hollywood Recreation for 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 
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Identifying 



Caring for the collection to preserve the past 


SUBMITTED BY TARA BACKHOUSE 
Registrar 




T he Registration Division at 
the Museum manages the 
Museum’s collection, which 
contains more than 20,000 artifacts, and 
we’ve had a busy year. So what do we need 
to do to take care of this priceless collection 
of historic Seminole objects? One thing we 
do is acquire new things for the collection, 
so our knowledge of Seminole culture and 
history can grow. 

In 2011, 158 objects were added to 
the Museum’s permanent collections. 
Notable objects included a beaded wooden 
necklace from the early 20th century (see 
photo below). 

This unique item is like nothing else in 
our collection because most of our historic 
beads are made of glass. Twenty pieces of 
patchwork clothing and one palmetto fiber 
doll were also acquired. 

We also have a lot to do with the 
things that are already in our collection. 
Everything needs to be numbered, housed 
in safe materials and added to our collection 
management database. Although only 
158 objects were acquired, 1,503 objects 
were cataloged into the database, and this 
represents an enormous amount of effort 
from the three division staff members, 
as well as the interns and volunteers that 
helped us out this year. 

Many of these cataloged objects were 
photographs and identification cards from 
the Boehmer photographic collection 
which was accessioned in 2009. This 
collection of more than 2,000 photographs 
from the first half of the 20th century is a 
priceless record of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (see photo above). By digitizing 
this collection, the Museum has enabled 
Tribal departments and individual Tribal 


A photograph from the Boehmer Collection depicts Toby (Rosa) Johns, Cecil Johns (her son), Mary 
Parker and Mabel Johns at the Toby Johns camp on the Brighton Reservation. 


A wooden beaded necklace from the early 20th century is on display. 


members to have access to important and 
previously inaccessible photographs. 

Another collection we worked on 
was the Audiovisual Collection. This is 
a collection consisting of spoken word, 
music, documentaries, motion pictures, 
interviews, raw footage and computer files. 
Subjects covered in the collection include 
the Seminole Tribe, other Native American 
tribes, Florida wildlife and nature and other 
various subjects useful for comparative 
studies. 

First, the 668 items in the collection 
were cataloged into our collection 
management database. The objects were 
also scanned so that their images could be 
attached to the 
catalog records. 
Finally, the 
obsolete formats 
in the collection 
(VHS tapes, 
cassette tapes 
and LP records) 
were copied onto 
CDs and DVDs 
so they could be 
easily viewed or 
listened to. Now 
it is much easier 
to access this 
collection. 

Another 
project this year 


was an assessment of the research needed 
within the collections at the Museum. We 
examined the catalog records for more than 
2,000 Seminole and related objects, such as 
patchwork clothing, dolls, baskets, militaria 
and fine art. The assessment showed that 
most objects are in definite need of extensive 
research. Not only do we need to discover 
and add the names of artists and artisans to 
our records of patchwork clothing, dolls, 
baskets and fine art, but we also need to 
research the stylistic history of our beaded 
objects and the historical relevance of much 
of our militaria. Such knowledge would 
be invaluable in our efforts to preserve, 
interpret and disseminate Seminole culture 
and history to the Museum’s audiences. 
This means there’s a lot of work for us next 
year and that we need a lot of help from the 
Tribal community. 

The Registration Division does all 
these things so that the Tribe’s history is 
preserved and so that the Tribal community 
has access to it. We are only here to 
serve you. We work to identify the past, 
but we also need your help. You could 
help by identifying artists or patchwork 
patterns or naming locations and people in 
photographs, for example. Please contact 
the Registration Division at 877-902-1113 
ext. 12246 if you want to see the collections 
and how we take care of them, or if you 
want to help us to preserve and identify the 
past. We’d love to hear from you! 


Winter in the Big Cypress 


HAH-TUNG-KE 


PAT BARM0RE 


Editor’s note: Hah-tung-ke is a feature in which The Tribune profiles a Seminole artist and/or a Seminole song. This month fea- 
tures Pat Barmore and includes the lyrics to one of his songs. Hah-tung-ke means music in Mikasuki. 

To listen to an audio recording of the song, visit http://seminoletribune.org/hah-tung-ke/ 


The winter winds will come and go. 

At night the cool crisp air will gently flow. 

With shedding of the leaves, the hammocks give an eerie 
scene. 

The colors will turn to gray and green. 

The inhabitants of the glades have changed, for they know 
the winter days are up ahead. 

The squirrel, toad, and snake are looking for their winter 
bed. 

The birds of the North are down; they mock the residents of 
the glade. 

The robin and ducks with their song and dance are on 
parade. 

The buck is bold and proud and he’s ready for a fight. 

He knows it’s the season of the doe and his cautious fear 
will no longer cause him to take flight. 

The rabbit is fat and round and he’s ready for the day ahead. 
The little squirrel seems to be in a panic and the turtle is 
going down below the river bed. 

The summer rains have come and gone, the water level will 
soon go down. 

The flag hole will still be green, but the outer grass will turn 
to brown. 

Old panther will roam the night as he feeds on the little 
creatures of the dark. 

Perhaps in the gray of dawn he will pounce upon a quail or 
meadow lake! 

The winter breeze is clean and cool and only the creator 
will bless. 

It is time, it is the season, it is winter in the Big Cypress. 

- Moses Jumper Jr. 


BY PETER B. GALLAGHER 
Special Projects Reporter 


at Barmore is a singer and songwriter from the 
Tampa Bay area. 

He has been writing songs and poetry since 
grade school. He has performed all across Florida, including 
at the annual Florida Folk Festival. Songs from his three 
albums (Flatwoods, High Tide and Postcards from Florida) 
are played regularly on WMNF and other Florida radio 
stations. 

Barmore ’s lyrics mirror the evolution of Florida culture 
from the perspective of someone who loves the diversity of 
its people and natural wonders. His influences include Bob 
Dylan and Johnny Cash. He performs as a solo act; in the 
Florida folk duo Dog Peter Pat; and with his full band The 
Fugitive Kind. 

When he’s not performing, he co-hosts the weekly 
Florida Folk Night singer-songwriter shows at the Sloppy 
Pelican in St. Pete Beach and Kojak’s RibHouse in Palmetto. 
He also produces festival shows across Florida, including 
shows at Withlacoochee, Chokoloskee and Limestone. When 
he’s not doing music, he runs a medical billing business in 
Pinellas County. 

Barmore was born in Iowa. Since his father designed 
guidance systems for U.S. spacecrafts, he grew up traveling 
across the country from Maine to California with his family 
of “space program gypsies.” 

When Barmore was 11, his family moved to Indian 
Rocks Beach for a year. “There was only one paved road; 
the waters were clear and plentiful,” Barmore said. “I was 
Huckleberry Finn in Paradise. I fell in love with Florida. I 
returned at age 15 and the affair has never waned.” 

In Florida, he attended Largo High School, St. Petersburg 
Junior College and the University of South Florida. 

Through the years, he developed his niche in music. One 
of his most popular tunes is his signature ballad about Billie 
Bowlegs III, a significant figure in Seminole Tribal history. 
Barmore said that the song is a “historical fantasy.” 

“Billie Bowlegs was such a charismatic character that he 
would have survived in any situation during those tumultuous 
years of his lifetime,” Barmore said. 

Billie Bowlegs III, Snake Clan (Cofehapkee, 1862- 
1965), was a maternal grandson of Osceola who lived on 
the Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation. As an adult, he 
renamed himself after Billy Bowlegs (Holata Micco), the 
prominent Seminole leader during the 2nd Seminole War. 

Billie III recruited friends James Mallory and Minnie 
Moore Wilson to help him advocate for the Seminoles with 
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, the resident Indian Agent 
and the National Indian Association and was instrumental in 
the eventual establishment of the Brighton, Big Cypress and 
Miccosukee Indian Reservations. Billie Bowlegs died at the 
age of 103 and was buried in Ortona Cemetery. 



From back left: Minnie Moore Wilson; Billie Bowlegs III; Martha Tiger, 
wife of Big Tom Tiger; Ben Wells; Front: unknown, Chief Tallahassee’s 
son; Lake Wilson, Martha Tiger’s daughter. If anyone knows the young 
boy and the circumstances of this photograph, please contact The 

Seminole Tribune. 


Billie Bowlegs 

I’m rollin’ down to Florida 
In my V8 Ford 

I’m flyin’ like the wind across the plains 
I’m goin’ where the Tamiami wanders 
Through the heart of the Everglades 
I’m gonna see a friend of mine 
Gotta find out if he’s still there 
I’ll look in the 10,000 islands 
In a place only he and I know 

(Chorus) 

Hey Billie Bowlegs 
Where have you been? 

Can you take me to the place where time began 
Tell me ‘bout the panther, the turtle and the bear 
Hey Billie Bowlegs 
I’m gonna meet you there 

Mr. Ford carry me out of Missouri 
I got my 45 on my hip 

Them old savings and loans was just too easy 
For this Dust Bowl fugitive 
My gal she’s a little bit nervous 
I got the money under the boards 
The Parkers and the Barkers took the blame 
And this old country boy just got away 



- Pat Barmore 
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EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions 

AVA I IABIE OPTIONS: 

leather IH-fold Sofa Bed, OnStar, CD Changes Surround Sound, Dual Entry Doors, 

Ground Effects Packages, 20” Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, Custom Paint Jobs, Lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 







8600 PINES BLVD 

PEMBROKE PINES, FL 









STORE HOURS: MONRAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 9PM • SATURDAY 9AM- 8PM SUNDAY 11AM-6PM 
SERVICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-7PM • SATURDAY 7AM-5PM 



MONEY BACK GUARANTEE BASED ON 3 DAYS/150 MILES, WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. YOU MUST PRESERT THIS AD AT TIME OF PURCHASE TO RECEIVE THESE SPECIAL PRICES. 
OFFERS GOOD OR DATE OF PUBLICATIOH ORLY URLESS OTHERWISE STATED. ADVERTISED PRICES NOT APPLICABLE TO EXPORTERS. PRIOR LEASES EXCLUDED. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. ROT RESPORSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 
PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ORLY. "GHOSTBUSTERS" (PARKER, JR.) USED BY PERMISSIOH OF EMI GOLDER TORCH MUSIC & RAYDIOLA MUSIC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ©1990-2000 AUTONATION INC. 
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Education 


B 


Longtime educator Alison McCulloch 
retires from Ahfachkee School 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Welcome to the retirement club, Alison 
McCulloch! 

On Nov. 18, students and staff from the Ahfachkee School 
hosted a special going away breakfast for McCulloch, who served 
since 1988, making her the longest serving employee at the Tribal 
school. 

Since the event was held in conjunction with the annual 
Thanksgiving breakfast, the cafeteria was packed with people 
who got to witness the joyous, yet emotional teacher goodbye. 

The event kicked off with the traditional welcome address 
from Ahfachkee culture teacher Mary Jene Koenes. Ahfachkee 
students Harmony Cypress, Krishawn Henry and Nicholus 
Andrews led the Seminole Pledge of Allegiance. Then, a host of 
individuals took the time to reflect on McCulloch’s impact on the 
Ahfachkee School and its student body throughout the years. 

“Teaching is a very hard job to do,” Ahfachkee Principal 
Lucy Dafoe said. “There’s a reason why. It’s a calling to get into 
this field. The educators just have a different heart about them.” 

To many members of the Ahfachkee School community, 
McCulloch embodied just that. 

“Thank you for all the hard work you’ve done here,” 
Ahfachkee seventh-grader Corbin Billie said to McCulloch. “I 
hope you enjoy life. You will be missed.” 

Big Cypress Tribal citizen Alexandra Tommie, who was 
tutored by McCulloch years ago, also spoke in gratitude for the 
retiree. 

“I thank you for all the years you have been here,” Tommie 
said. “It’s kind of sad that my kids didn’t get to work with you 
like I did. You had a lot of patience for me when I was growing 
up. It takes a lot of patience and hard work to deal with our kids. I 
appreciate you for everything you’ve done for me.” 

In addition to those words of appreciation for McCulloch’s 
services, a PowerPoint presentation was given, highlighting 
McColloch’s more than 20 years of work with the Ahfachkee 
School. 

McCulloch contributed significantly to the school’s growth. 
She witnessed the exponential strides made at the Tribe’s 
educational facility; it began as a small elementary school and 
later quadrupled in size and expanded to include pre-kindergarten 
through 12th grade. 

Among McCulloch’s many roles, she had been a classroom 
teacher, reading interventionist, high school math teacher, 
alternative assessment manager, testing coordinator, individual 
tutor and title programs manager. 

The retiree now resides in Broward County and continues to 
maintain her longtime home near the Big Cypress Preserves. She 
plans on spending more time with her husband and her family 
upon her retirement. 

“I have known her for a long time,” fellow retiree Keeno 
King said of McCulloch. “We’re like family. We shared a lot of 



Naji Tobias 

Former Tribal Chairman Mitchell Cypress congratulates retired 
Ahfachkee School reading teacher Alison McCulloch on a job well done. 
She taught at Ahfachkee for more than 20 years. 


times together. I would like to tell her to enjoy life every day. 
Congratulations on her retirement and may God bless her.” 

For parting retirement gifts, McCulloch received a sweet 
basket from Ahfachkee student Tequesta Tiger and a book from 
the entire school body, among many other presents. 

McCulloch said she’s “very thankful” to the Tribe for giving 
her the opportunity to serve them in a career that she loved. 

“It’s really been a pleasure to work with the Seminole 
community here,” McCulloch said. “It’s been a place that offers 
an ideal environment for the children. A lot can be learned from 
the Seminole culture, and I believe the school will continue to 
grow and move forward for it.” 

+ See more RETIREMENT photos on page 2B 


Charter School students 
inducted to Safety Patrol 



Rachel Buxton 

Seminole Police Department Lt. Arnita Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman congratulate Alicia Fudge. 


BY R A CHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Writer 

BRIGHTON — Eighteen students 
were inducted into Pemayetv Emahakv’s 
Safety Patrol on Nov. 11 in a ceremony held 
at the Brighton Veteran’s Building. 

In a joint ceremony that also celebrated 
Veterans Day, parents, teachers and fellow 
students watched the new members take 
their oaths. 

The following students were sworn into 
office by Capt. John Auer of the Seminole 
Police Department: Capts. Aiyana Tommie 
and Camryn Thomas; Lts. Jalynn Jones 
and Brady Rhodes; Sgts. Alicia Fudge, 
Aidan Tommie, Andrew Fish, Aleina 
Micco, Krysta Burton and Gage Riddle; 
and Officers Jathan Tommie, Shyla Gopher, 
Sage Motlow, Kamani Smith, Eecho Billie, 
Dante Thomas, Jenna Brown and Ozzy 
Osceola. 

Officer Darryl Allen, the school 
resource officer who leads Safety Patrol, 
explained how students are selected as 
members of the Safety Patrol. Teachers 
request students and students must obtain 
a C average at all times, he said. Once the 


teachers submit their requests, Allen and 
guidance counselor Jeanine Gran make the 
final decision. 

Brighton Council Rep. Andrew J. 
Bowers Jr. said to the patrol members, 
“Somebody saw that quality in you to step 
up.” 

One by one, students received their 
sash and pin. Then, together, they took 
their pledge as Pemayetv Emahakv’s Safety 
Patrol. 

Officer Allen told the students, “It is an 
absolute honor we are here. We continue to 
grow; we started with eight members, then 
went up to 16 and now we are at 18.” 

Chairman James E. Billie also shared 
in the occasion and had a little secret to 
tell newly inducted officer and son Eecho 
Billie. He was part of the Safety Patrol 55 
years ago. 

Chairman Billie went on to stress to 
inductees the importance of their roles. 

“You may take that yellow stripe on 
you lightly, but don’t,” he said. “One of 
these days, you may step up and we will all 
be proud of you.” 

+ See more SAFETY photos on page 2B 


Ahfachkee’s fourth annual Science 
Fair highlights scores of exhibits 


Native Learning Center to 
host Winter Symposium 


EightAhfachkee students qualify for 201 2 
national Native American competition 

BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Nena Waggerby spent hours upon hours 
working on her exhibit entitled Don ’t Be Blue If Your Color Fades , 
and her hard work paid off. 

It turned out to be the Ahfachkee School’s top-rated display 
at the fourth annual Science Fair on Nov. 15 inside the Herman L. 
Osceola Gymnasium. The Tribal freshman registered a score of 
94.3 out of a possible 100 points. 

A total of 117 students from the Ahfachkee School, grades 
Pre-K through 12, participated in this year’s Science Fair. 

“It was really nice to see many of the parents and teachers 
involved with the whole process,” said Ahfachkee science teacher 
Timothy Blount. 

Waggerby was one of eight students who qualified for the 
National American Indian Science & Engineering Fair (NAISEF) 
to be held wMarch 22-24 in Albuquerque, N.M. She was excited 
to have her work recognized, and so was her mother, Amanda 
Cypress. 

Cypress said, “It’s a good project and I’m proud of Nena for 
what she put out. I hope she can win the nationals next spring.” 

Waggerby said that her six-day-long experiment tested how 
color fades on cloth after it’s washed and dried. She used blueberry 
dye, blueberry juice, salt and vinegar on the cloths. One cloth, 
which she didn’t wash, served as the control. 

“Vinegar holds the color blue more than salt will,” she said. 
“It took two washes for the salt to start fading the blue fabric. The 
vinegar faded a little bit on the first day. But after that, it didn’t 
really fade anymore... The plain blueberry juice faded less than 
the one with salt but a little bit more than the one with vinegar.” 

Meanwhile, fellow NAISEF qualifier and Ahfachkee seventh- 
grader Stanly Cypress IV said he enjoyed working on his award- 
winning exhibit, entitled Dizzy Hiders. Cypress’ creation consisted 
of spinning an Australian roach to test its reaction time. 

His experiment results were: first time - when not spun: 13.81 
seconds; second time - when spun: 33.1 seconds. 

“It feels amazing to win this,” Cypress said. “I feel like I could 
do more work and get through the seventh grade. Mrs. (Vicki) 
Pratt and Mr. (Timothy) Blount are excellent teachers. Without 
them, I would have never gotten through the experiment.” 

Ahfachkee junior Danni Jae Tommie, who also qualified for 
the 2012 NAISEF competition, worked on an experiment called 
In Full Bloom. 

“I used white carnation flowers and food coloring to see how 
much the flowers would change in color,” Tommie said. “It took 
three days for the color to change from white to yellow, red, green 
and blue.” 

At the Science Fair’s culture exhibit, Ahfachkee sixth-grader 
Alyssa Osceola could be seen matching a variety of fruits and 
vegetables with the vines they originated from. It was one of the 
most popular visuals out of the 127 entries. 

Ahfachkee language and culture instructor Mary Jene Koenes 
explained how the standout exhibit came together. She also 
discussed gardening processes, such as how a sweet potato grows. 

“The sweet potato is a prolific grower because it does well 
by itself,” Koenes said. “If you don’t keep its vines under control, 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee second-grader Harmony Cypress shows off her Science Fair 
exhibit, entitled Meltdown: Led vs. Incandescent. 


then it will take over your whole garden and yard.” 

Other plants at the exhibit included: tomatoes, carrots, 
peanuts, pumpkins, peppers, aloe, figs, bananas, guavas, papayas, 
avocados and cotton. All the plants had healthy growth because of 
the soil’s composition. 

“We take dead leaves and scrap vegetables to make our soil,” 
Koenes said. “We also take in earthworms and put all of it together 
in compost. The earthworms do all the work and when it’s finished, 
it turns into very rich soil.” 

The students weren’t the only ones who took home a lesson 
from the Science Fair. 

Science teacher Blount said, “Personally, I learned that 
students can become team players and logical thinkers. All of 
the students learned more information about their projects and 
were proactively involved in organizing and displaying facts. The 
students were more apt to show various levels of scientific ability 
to complete challenging topics.” 

+ See more SCIENCE FAIR photos on page 3B 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The Native Learning Center will host its annual Winter Symposium from Jan. 24-26. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Native 
Learning Center (NLC) is gearing up for its 
annual Winter Symposium with the hopes 
that its formula of housing strategies, grant 
education and emphasis on culture and 
language will be another success heading 
into 2012. 

“This symposium is held each year 
to provide free courses and training to 
Native American and indigenous people to 
emphasize the educational needs of Tribal 
members and their communities,” said Kyle 
Doney, the Center’s deputy director. 

The annual event will be organized by 
NLC staff and hosted at the Sheraton Suites 
Cypress Creek from Jan. 24-26. 

“It’s my hope that we can educate 
attendees with information on how to adapt 
to their communities and Tribes to the 
different elements of society,” Doney said. 

“Each one of our focus areas is 
important to Native Americans. This 
symposium is also targeting and celebrating 
culture and language, which is important 
to the Native American identity. Our 
culture and language defines us as Native 
Americans. All of our courses are specific 
in promoting the Native Learning Center’s 
focus areas, and I hope Native Americans 
take advantage of our valuable resources.” 

Last year’s three-day event offered 
guests insight and training on topics such 
as housing development, Tribal culture, 
grants, Tribal museums and social media. 


Doney said that for the 2012 event, he 
hopes to have representation or coverage 
from Native news groups such as the 
Cherokee Phoenix in Oklahoma, The 
Circle in Minnesota and First Nations in 
California. 

“I attended last year’s Native Learning 
Center’s Winter Symposium, as a longtime 
social worker/advocate and was in the 
process of starting my business, Eagle Creek 
Entertainment,” said Tara Pretends Eagle 
Weber, CEO of the company. “I attended the 
workshops that emphasized the preservation 
of culture, specifically the curriculum at a 
Seminole elementary school. It was very 
uplifting and quite amazing what they are 
doing at a very young age.” 

Special guest Kevin Fitzgibbons, 
administrator of the Eastern Woodlands 
Office, will teach the course “Sustainable 
Development with Recovery Act Funds.” 

Located at 6363 Taft St. in Hollywood, 
the Native Learning Center was created 
in 2008 with the mission of providing 
Native and indigenous people with skills 
and knowledge to improve their quality of 
life through housing-related educational 
programs. It offers free courses and training 
to address specific educational needs of 
Tribal citizens. 

The NLC is the first educational facility 
and resource for Native Americans that is 
owned and operated by a Native Tribe 
with programs developed specifically for 
Natives. 

For more information, visit www. 
NativeLearningCenter.com. 
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Ahfachkee School recognizes students in First Quarter Awards Ceremony 





Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee students celebrate at the conclusion of the Nov. 10 First Quarter Awards Ceremony. The event included a pizza 
party; games of tug-of-war; a PowerPoint presentation highlighting the students’ academic achievements; and Principal 
Lucy Dafoe thanking the students for their accomplishments. 


Naji Tobias 

Nick Andrews, Krishawn Henry and Javian Cypress display 
their awards. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee seventh-grader GraySun Billie shows off the three 
awards he earned during the school’s First Quarter Awards 
Ceremony on Nov. 10. 


Tribal storytellers Billy Walker, Gordon “Ollie” Wareham pay visit to Big Cypress Library 



Naji Tobias 

In honor of Seminole Music Appreciation Month, on Nov. 
8, Tribal storyteller Billy Walker paid a visit to the Big 
Cypress Library and shared several Seminole stories with 
Tribal youth from the Big Cypress Boys & Girls Club. 


Naji Tobias 

Tribal storyteller Gordon “Ollie” Wareham plays the flute 
during his special presentation at the Big Cypress Library 
on Nov. 22 for Seminole Music Appreciation Month. 


Naji Tobias 

Tribal storyteller Gordon “Ollie” Wareham passionately talks to the Tribal youth about stories such as the formation and 
growth of the little water turtle during a special presentation on Nov. 22. Wareham also talked to the Tribal youth about the 
importance of respecting their elders: “We have to be respectful to our elders all the time,” Wareham said. “If we lose our 
temper and disrespect them, the elders will close their hearts to us and we will lose their knowledge and wisdom forever.” 




♦ SAFETY From page IB 


+ RETIREMENT From page IB 



Rachel Buxton 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students take the Safety Patrol pledge, repeating after Seminole Police Department Capt. 
John Auer. 


Naji Tobias 

Fellow Ahfachkee School retirees Keeno King and Alison McCulloch share a moment together at the Nov. 18 Thanksgiving 
breakfast and retirement party. McCulloch received a Seminole gospel CD and a photo autographed by King as parting gifts. 




Rachel Buxton 

Aidan Tommie is welcomed into the Safety Patrol by Seminole 
Police Department Lt. Arnita Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman. 



Rachel Buxton 

Krysta Burton is inducted as a sergeant into the Safety Patrol 
and congratulated by Seminole Police Department Lt. Arnita 
Garrison and Lt. Joey Chapman. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee students Harmony Cypress, left, Krishawn Henry, 
center and Nicholus Andrews, right, recite the Seminole 
Pledge of Allegiance at the breakfast on Nov. 18. 



Naji Tobias 

Retired teacher Alison McCulloch receives a handmade sweet 
basket as a parting gift from Ahfachkee student Tequesta 
Tiger during the Nov. 18 Thanksgiving breakfast. 
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Judy Weeks 

Second-grader Arianna Medina, center, shows fellow students a Seminole doll during a Native American Heritage presentation 
at the North Naples United Methodist School. 


Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Culture coordinator Geraldine Osceola uses arts and crafts to introduce students at the Naples Bear’s Den 
Childcare to Native American heritage. 


Tribal members learn Indian history to celebrate Native American Heritage Month 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — It began nearly a hundred years 
ago as an effort to gain one day of national recognition 
for Native Americans. After all, the First Americans made 
significant contributions to the establishment and growth 
of the United States. Now, Native American Heritage is 
celebrated all month every November. 

The celebration started in 1912 when Seneca Indian 
Arthur Parker, the director of the Rochester Museum of 
Arts and Sciences in Rochester, N. Y., persuaded the Boy 
Scouts of America to set aside a day for Native Americans. 
Three years later, the Congress of the American Indian 
Association met in Lawrence, Kan., approved a plan to 
celebrate American Indian Day and made the first formal 
appeal to recognize Indians as citizens. 

In the ensuing years, numerous state governments 
endorsed the concept, and by 1990, President George 
H.W. Bush approved a joint resolution designating 
November as National American Indian Heritage Month. 

Senate Resolution 145 of the 105th Congress of 
the United States of America acknowledged that Tribal 
governments developed the fundamental principles of 
freedom of speech and separation of the powers that 
form the foundation of the U. S. Government. Native 
Americans traditionally exhibit respect for our natural 
resources and serve with valor in the military. They have 
made important contributions in many fields, including 
agriculture, medicine, music, language, art, athletics, 
education and leadership. 

Last year, to pay tribute to the rich ancestry and 


traditions of Native Americans, the Diane Yzaguirre 
Memorial Library and Immokalee Culture Department 
joined forces to offer a series of educational programs 
throughout the month of November. 

On Nov. 2, the library sponsored an afternoon of 
cultural awareness when Gordon “Ollie” Wareham 
entertained the youngsters with storytelling and the 
animated expression of Seminole legends. With voice 
changes and graphic interpretations, he assumed the 
role of multiple characters and captivated his audience. 
Picking up his flute, he filled the room with the haunting 
notes of past generations and helped his listeners envision 
their heritage. 

On Nov. 7, artist Elgin Jumper visited the library 
to teach painting on canvas. He assisted the Immokalee 
seniors in the creation of a landscape sunset in the early 
part of the day. 

“I am always rewarded when I spend time with our 
elders,” Jumper said. “They teach me more than I could 
ever hope to teach them. As an oral culture, we rely upon 
their memories to pass on the important lessons of our 
ancestors.” 

During an afterschool session, Jumper introduced 
more than a dozen young artists to the Seminole Horse. 

“Comprised of the Tribal colors of red, yellow, black 
and white on a landscape background, the Seminole Horse 
is designed to carry art and poetry into the Seminole 
future,” Jumper said. “It is my goal to create a chat book 
focused on the artwork and poetry of our youth.” 

Every month is Native American Month in the 
cultural departments on the reservations, where a 
concentrated effort is made year-round to teach, inspire 
and encourage the Seminole culture and heritage. 


However, this November brought in numerous requests 
for presentations off the reservation in both public and 
private schools in Collier County. 

Immokalee culture coordinator Geraldine Osceola 
prepared a curriculum suitable for presentation to a variety 
of age groups that brought a favorable response in each 
of the classrooms she visited. For instance, while talking 
to preschoolers at the Bear’s Den Childcare Center, she 
passed around beadwork, a sweet grass basket, a doll, 
a patch work example and a miniature chickee while 
talking about language, clans, animals and camp life. At 
the conclusion, she gave each student a piece of a totem 
pole to decorate and assemble. 

On Nov. 29, about 35 second graders at the North 
Naples United Methodist School learned about the 
Seminole people and their way of life. In addition to 
the Seminole crafts, they viewed archive photographs, 
a hand-crank sewing machine, whole and ground com, 
dried deer meat, lapoli, sugarcane, pumpkin, squash, a 
stalk of bananas and sweet potatoes. A brief historical 
presentation included the Three Seminole Wars, life in 
the Everglades, travel by dugout and on foot, the trading 
posts, hunting and fishing. 

“I find that the children are very inquisitive and ask 
numerous questions,” Osceola said. “The response from 
the teachers is overwhelmingly positive.” 

Librarian Jamie Yzaguirre said, “Our library has 
a vast assortment of reference material of a Native 
American nature. The learning materials target all age 
groups and we are always ready to assist our readers in 
locating the items that would best suit their needs and 
encourage them to learn about their past as they prepare 
for the future.” 



Judy Weeks 


Raymond Garza Jr. completes his rendition of the 
Seminole Horse. 


+ SCIENCE FAIR From page IB 




Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee students Ethan Balentine, left, and Roderick Bert, center, marvel at the winning exhibit by Stanley Cypress IV 
during the Ahfachkee School’s Science Fair on Nov. 15. 


Naji Tobias 

The eight qualifiers for the 2012 National American Indian Science & Engineering Fair, from left: Ryanne Pratt, AnnaBelle 
Whiteshield, Kaitlin Osceola, Nena Waggerby, Danni Jae Tommie, Taylor Pratt, Nashoba Gonzalez and Stanley Cypress IV. 




Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School sixth-grader Alyssa Osceola matches a sweet potato with the vine it originated from with Ahfachkee 
language and culture teacher Mary Jene Koenes during the Nov. 15 Science Fair at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 


Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee School sophomore Reagan Whitecloud takes 
top honors in her grade as Ahfachkee School Principal 
Lucy Dafoe congratulates her on the accomplishment. 



Naji Tobias 

Boys & Girls Club’s Thommy Doud interviews 11th- 
grade winner Danni Jae Tommie about her Science Fair 
experiment. 
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HOTEL & CASINO 


H TVTHT T" Bus P a1:rons excluded from this promotion. Entries must be earned at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, FL. See Player’s Club for complete details. 

Management reserves all rights. Must be 21 years or older. Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into 
WITH CARE the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT. 
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Tribal members rank among best 
at Indian National Finals Rodeo 


Tribal youth shine in Virgil 
Billie Volleyball Tournament 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

LAS VEGAS, Nev. — Congratulations to the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) 2011qualifers 
for their performance at the 36th Annual Indian National 
Finals Rodeo (INFR) competition. They did a terrific job 
of representing their region at the event held at the South 
Point Arena in Las Vegas, Nev. from Nov. 8-12. 

“The mission of the INFR is to provide, promote 
and preserve the advancement of professional Indian 
Rodeo by empowering Native American families, youth 
and communities,” said INFR President Richard Bowers 
Jr. “We encourage positive role modeling, educational 
opportunities, healthy competition and preservation of 
culture and tradition.” 

The INFR commissioners and staff said that it was 
an honor to award the 2011 champions with gold buckles 
and saddles that said “World Champion.” This includes 
the stars and legends that competed in the Junior and 
Senior Finals. 

The INFR currently has 1 1 regions within the United 
States and Canada, and its members range from 10 to 80 
years old. Champion Native Americans compete against 
each other in the INFR. There were 59 Tribes represented 
at the 2010 Finals. 

EIRA qualifying champions were: Jacoby Johns, 
Gray Wolf Herrera, Ivan BruisedHead, Josh Jumper, Naha 
Jumper, Marvin Bowers, Cort Herrera, Casey McDonald, 
Jay Garza, Shelby Osceola, Leanna Billie, Mackenzie 
Bowers, Kalgary Johns, Dayra Koenes, Budha Jumper, 
Jobe Johns, Andre Jumper, Blevyns Jumper, Kelton 
Smedley, Richard Bowers Jr., Paul Bowers Sr., Rudy 
Osceola, Joe L. John and Norman Johns. 

Traveling to Las Vegas, Nev., they were all 
champions upon their arrival and worked hard to 
represent their region. 

The first few days of competition - known as the 
Long Go Rodeos - began the process of elimination for 
the final 10 contestants who would participate in the 
World Championship during the Short Go on the final 
day. 



Shelby Osceola, 2011 EIRA Ladies Breakaway 
Champion and Lady’s All Around, took third place in 
with an impressive average score of 10.2. Shelby’s rodeo 

career includes high school rodeo as well as collegiate 

rodeo at Troy University, which she attended with a 
rodeo scholarship. 

EIRA Regional Finals Champion and 24-year-old Leanna 
Billie, brought home gold buckles in the first and third rounds of 
the Ladies Breakaway. An outstanding athlete, Billie began her 
rodeo career in the EIRA junior division and has qualified twice 
for the INFR. 


Photo courtesy of Quick Shot Photo.com 

Junior Bull Rider Kelton Smedley’s dream of competing at the INFR becomes a 
reality in the arena at South Point in Las Vegas, Nev. 


“I drew a bad calf in my final round,” Billie said. “But that’s 
rodeo. You don’t always get what you want, and it’s up to you to 
work it out if you can. Rodeo is an unforgiving sport, and you 
have to earn what you get. Nobody is going to hand it to you. 


+ See INFR on page 6C 


New additions provide fresh start for 
Ahfachkee Warriors basketball teams 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Lady Warriors sophomore guard Reagan Whitecloud drives 
past the St. John Neumann defense as she drives towards the opponents 
basket in her team’s 61-40 home win on Nov. 17. Whitecloud scored 36 
points and made six rebounds, three assists and nine steals. 


BY NAJI TOBIAS 
Staff Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — Progress continues for the Ahfachkee 
Warriors basketball program. 

When both the boys and girls teams play, there’s excitement 
in the air, particularly when it comes to the additions made in the 
program’s second season of operation. 

Beyond that, the boys team scored their first-ever win in 
history - albeit by a forfeit from Charter of Boynton Beach on 
Dec. 5. Meanwhile, the girls team is starting its season strong, as 
the Lady Warriors have managed to earn a 4-0 record (as of their 
Dec. 6 home game vs. King’s Academy-Clewiston) with relative 
ease. 

“It’s not the win that we wanted, but we’ll take it,” Ahfachkee 
Warriors senior Taylor Pratt said. “I’m just excited that this 
season is looking up more than last year.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. Mondo Tiger opened up 
on how this season has turned out for the Tribal athletic program 
thus far. 

“There are a lot of young kids that are playing for us right 
now,” Tiger said. “The girls are starting out really fast and I 


expect them to keep winning their games. The boys are starting 
out slow, but I expect them to start clicking towards the middle 
of the season. The abilities are there for both teams, so we’ll see 
how it plays out.” 

Lady Warriors blow out opponents with relative ease 

There are only three returning players from last year’s squad 
- eighth-grader Michaela Cypress, freshman Sabre’ Billie and 
sophomore Reagan Whitecloud. 

Despite that, this year’s collective - which includes eight 
new players - has shined brightly in their first four games in the 
key area of teamwork. 

In addition to that, Whitecloud, arguably the team’s best 
overall player thus far, has made some big strides in her shooting 
abilities and her overall leadership skills - a key component to 
the her team’s relatively fast start. 

Whitecloud, who has averaged a team high of 25.3 points 
over four games, has been the team’s go-to player to set the 
tempo. 

Whitecloud has helped speed the game up with her hustle 
and drive, particularly on the defensive end, where she leads the 
team with an impressive average of 8.9 steals per game at this 
point in the season. 

“Reagan has definitely stepped up this year as a leader on 
and off the court,” Ahfachkee Lady Warriors second-year head 
coach Kristin Stoots said. “She has great ball-handling skills and 
great vision on the court. She’s very quick and a lot of her lay-ups 
come from the fast-break offense that we run. I’m really proud 
of her efforts and growth as a player from last year to this year.” 

Whitecloud ’s leadership has had a positive effect on 
her teammates, including junior and new addition Danni Jae 
Tommie. A transfer from Glades Day School in Belle Glade, 
Fla., Tommie has fit in nicely with the team, as evidenced by 
her stellar averages of 14.5 rebounds, 11.0 points, 3.3 steals, 2.5 
blocks and 2.5 assists per game - perhaps the team’s most well- 
rounded player at this juncture. 

“Danni Jae has been phenomenal on the boards so far this 
season,” Stoots said. “She’s put up a whole lot of points for us 
as well. She’s been a key addition to our team and it’s helped us 
a lot.” 

Meanwhile, Cypress has been a pleasant surprise to the 
team’s early success, as she has averaged a total of 11.5 points, 
6.0 steals, 3.5 blocks, 3.0 assists and 2.5 rebounds per game. 
Cypress leads her team in blocks per game - including a season- 
and team-high 11 blocks in Ahfachkee ’s 49-12 win over King’s 
Academy-Clewiston on Dec. 6 - and in 3 -pointers made, with 8 
total as of four games played. 

“I’ve seen so much growth in Michaela,” Stoots said. “She 
is one of our best shooters on the team. I’m really proud of her in 
how she’s stepped up.” 

The team faced a challenge when last year’s stars left. Terri 
Baker, 2010-2011 MVP, transferred to play for the Clewiston 
Lady Tigers this season and her sister, Tia Osborne, graduated 
from the Ahfachkee School last spring. But even without them, 
this year’s squad may have a chance at an undefeated season. 

A lot of that has to do with teamwork and sportsmanship - 
two things that Stoots has worked really hard with her players to 
embrace. 

“I have four sixth graders (Eyanna Billie, Dayra Koenes, 
Alyssa Osceola and Trinity Williams) on the team,” Stoots said. 
“I’m looking forward to their growth over the next few seasons. 
The talent is spread out a little bit more, and they all definitely 
come together for a group effort on both sides of the ball.” 



Naji Tobias 

Lady Swag’s youth volleyball team has a group moment at the Virgil Billie Volleyball Tournament. The 
event was held at the Big Cypress Reservation’s Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium on Nov. 19. 



Naji Tobias 

Lady Swag’s Ashley Wilcox, left, spends some 
time with her son, Trey Wilson, 11, at the Nov. 19 
Virgil Billie Tournament in Big Cypress. 



Naji Tobias 

Hollywood Tribal youngster Mailani Perez of Lady 
Swag practices her volleyball serves to prepare 
for the tournament. 



Naji Tobias 


Lily’s, from the Immokalee Reservation, shares a team moment at the tournament. 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Zoey Puente, 12, serves the ball for Maggie’s. Dyami Nelson, 12, hits up a serve in Maggie’s 
She is the only girl on the team. preliminary best-of-three matchup against Lily’s. 


♦ See WARRIORS on page 7C 


♦ See more VOLLEYBALL photos on page 2C 
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Ahfachkee Warriors honor star athletes at Fall Athletic Awards Banquet 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Warriors golf assistant head coach Cookie Mazzant and head coach Amos Mazzant 
present Ahfachkee Warriors senior golfer Ryan Cypress with a participation award for his efforts 
on the golf course throughout the fall 2011 season. 



Naji Tobias 


Big Cypress Tribal citizen Jerilynn Tsosie, left, and her younger 
brother, Ahfachkee Warriors senior Stevie Billie, show off the 
water golf ball retriever, photo and plaque Billie received for his 
accomplishments on the golf course. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch stands by 
Tribal volleyball athlete Reagan Whitecloud as she wins the volleyball program’s 
first Most Valuable Player honor. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Warriors golf assistant head coach 
Cookie Mazzant presents Warriors golfer Taylor 
Pratt with the Most Valuable Player award. 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch, left, congratulates her team on a job well done during the Ahfachkee Warriors Athletic Awards Banquet on Nov. 10 inside the Big Cypress 
Community Center. 



Naji Tobias Naji Tobias Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee Warriors golf head coach Amos Mazzant presents Ahfachkee Warriors senior golfer Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith speaks at the Fall Athletic Awards Ahfachkee Lady Warriors volleyball coach Bernadette Schyvinch congratulates 
Stevie Billie with the Most Improved award. Banquet on Nov. 10 inside the Big Cypress Community Center. Lady Warrior Spirit Award recipient Alyssa Osceola. 


+ VOLLEYBALL From page 1C 
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Maggie’s has a team moment at the Nov. 19 Virgil Billie Youth Volleyball Tournament in Big Cypress. Lily’s Christopher Briscall, from the Immokalee Reservation, spikes the volleyball into Lady Swag’s territory in a preliminary match. 








3C • The Seminole Tribune • December 21, 2011 


Brighton Recreation holds fifth 
annual bicycle race for health 


Bowers siblings shoot 
hoops in season opener 




BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Freelance Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 

Carla Gopher wastes no time at the turn and begins her race to the finish at 
Brighton’s annual bicycle race. 


BRIGHTON — Five brave souls bared the early morning 
humidity and wind on Nov. 19 as they competed in the Brighton 
Recreation Department’s fifth annual bike race, a 13.5-mile trek. 

After fitness specialist Kai Setty led a brief stretching session, 
participants lined up along the entrance of the Brighton First 
Indian Baptist Church on Rez Road to begin the race. 

The participants were Carla Gopher, Avalon Puente, Lisa 
Huff, Suraiya Smith and the sole male competitor, Norman 
Bowers. 

“On your mark, get set, go!” Setty shouted. 

Gopher took an early lead among the rest of the competitors. 
Cyclists traveled down Rez Road to the water tower to the first 
water station, turning onto Harney Pond Road. 

At the end of the pavement, past the Red Barn, Seminole Tribe 
Health Department’s fitness specialist Ignacio Orozco waited with 
water and beads to pass out and send competitors onto the second 
leg of the race. 

“You got this,” Orozco encouraged the bikers. 

Back down Harney Pond Road and a right back onto Rez 
Road put the cyclists into the homestretch to the finish line at the 
Brighton Trading Post. 

One by one, competitors came in with impressive times. 

Gopher, placing first among all and first in her age category, 
finished with a time of 47:23. Gopher competed even though less 
than 24 hours later, she would run her first half marathon in St. 
Petersburg. 

Bowers came in right behind Gopher with a time of 52:20. 

The other three competitors completed within minutes of 
each other: Puente with a time of 1:04:58, Huff at 1:08:38 and 
Smith who made an impressive comeback after switching bikes 
halfway through the way, finishing with a time of 1 : 10:40. 

The event marked Smith’s first competitive bike race. She 
recently joined a spin class at the gym and admitted that she 


decided to compete because she had nothing better to do. She figured she would give it a shot. 

“All I kept saying, 

‘I’m going to finish,’ 
coming back from the 
bridge,” Smith said. “I 
didn’t know if I was going 
to finish. The wind was 
something else coming 
back.” 

Setty announced 
the times and places and 
congratulated everyone on 
a great job. 

“I know you came 
for your health,” Setty 
said. “And this was 
about improving your 
cardiovascular endurance 
and you all did that.” 

Everyone received 
shirts for their participation 
and snacked on fruits and 
granola to regain strength. 

“Remember, ‘dead 
last finish’ is better than 
‘did not finish,’ which 
greatly trumps ‘did not 
start,”’ Setty said. 

The competitors take off for the 13.5-mile trek in Brighton’s bicycle race for health. 


Rachel Buxton 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Devon Bowers competes in American Heritage basketball team’s season opener at the Sunset 
Lakes Community Center in Miramar on Nov. 30. Devon saw fourth-quarter action in a close 29-31 
defeat versus Somerset Academy. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal hoopsters Devon Bowers and sister Mariah Bowers share a sibling moment after their 
basketball games. Mariah scored three points as a starter for the Lady Patriots in a close 12-18 
loss versus Somerset Academy. 


corcoran 

corcoran group real estate 



Okeechobee Golf Estates 

115 NE 131st Lane 
Okeechobee, FL 


RARE INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 
LIQUIDATION PRICE 

755 +/- Acres within Okeechobee Golf Estates. Offered at $700,000. 


155 +/- acre partially developed subdivision with frontage on the back nine of the Okeechobee 
Golf Course. The preliminary plat approval was for 214 lots on 180 +/- acres. Phase I (39 lots) 
has been partially completed to include paved roads. The back nine surrounds the parcel. Take 
advantage of current market conditions. Foreclosure complete. 

BUY IT NOW: 

•As an Investor - for future resale 
•As a Developer - make your mark as the market recovers 
•As a private estate - surround yourself in beauty 

For additional information contact: 

Sheila Connolly Kathy Evans 

561.371.3433 561.371.3519 

sheila.connolly@corcoran.com kathy.evans@corcoran.com 

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC. 


All material herein is intended for information purposes only and has been compiled from sources deemed 
reliable. Though the information is believed to be correct, it is presented subject to errors, omissions, changes 
or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Equal Housing Opportunity. 


corcoran. com 

live who you are 
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REBATES UP TO 


Lkmbvtta Hidd 


954 - 436-9905 

4101 DAVIE RD. EXT. - DAVIE, FL 33024 

www.BrowardMotorsports.com 
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At tkis time of year 
it is most important to give tkanks, 
to tkose ofyouwko kelp us kelp so many. 

Merry Ckristmas! 


Guy Selig 


man 


954 - 760-7600 
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Standing Up -For 
Your Rights 


« Major Felonies 

• Drug Offenses 
•Misdemeanors 

• Domestic Violence 
•Traffic Offenses 

■ DUI Admin Review 
, * Appeals/ Writs 
fc-Posl Conviction 
■u^WLSR/HTO* 
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LAW OFFICE OF 
DANIEL A. CALLAHAN, P.A. 

TRIAL ATTORNEY 

Tel: (954) 524-2877 | Fax: (954) 524-7666 

320 SE 9th Street | Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Email: CallahansLaw@gmail.com | www.Callahanslaw.com 

*You may qualify for the automatic “Clerk Withhold” options if charged with Driving While License Suspended. 




Dentemax 

Preferred Provider 


vero Beach Fert PUr&t T^rtst.Lu&le 

627 Seventeenth St 2301 Sunitw Bhrd, 1100 SW SLW Blvd. 
772.S62.S806 772.464.2332 772.807.5660 

■f 

TVefltit«vtt op tiovLi for Adults avud children 
l nvisalign • l nvisa Isgo Teen * Sure Smile (toss rime M brace s) 


Legler 
Orthodontics 

Lee Legler dmd, ms 

Board Certified Orthodontist 


www. braces at LegL tr.zov^ 







♦ BIG BALLERS From page 1A 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

The mens championship game tips off at the eighth annual Memorial Big Bailers Basketball Tournament at the Seminole Recreation Gym on Dec. 1-3. Big Town players, left, and Plainsman players go for the ball tossed up by William Floyd, a special 
guest and former Florida State University gridiron national champion. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Father and son are all smiles as they enjoy the action courtside at the Big Bailers Tournament. 


The game gets intense as a player from Big Town defends against a 
Plainsman shooter. 


Womens basketball players step up the competition at the Big Bailers 
Basketball Tournament. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal citizen and third place “Euro four-door car” winner Elliot Young and his wife, Jessica 
Young, stand next to their customized Mercedes Benz. 


Womens champions celebrate their victory at the eighth annual Memorial Big Bailers Basketball Tournament with their winnings and trophy at the 
Seminole Recreation Gym Dec. 1-3. 



Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Classic cars line up to be judged at the car show. 


Car show organizer Eric Osceola shares a moment with Florida State Tribal elder Betty Osceola sells beaded jewelry at the car show. 

University football great William Floyd, who served as emcee and car show 

judge. 
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Seminole Fastpitch Softball 
Team wins championship 



Photo courtesy of Ruggy Jumper 

Back row, from left: assistant coach Joe Collins, assistant coach Ron Ward, head coach BigShot Jumper, assistant 
coach Robin Drayton and assistant coach Ruggy Jumper; Middle row: Claireese Billie, Tianna Baker, Dasani Frye, 
Reanne Drayton, Amanda Lopez, Annie Jumper and Alexis Gonzalez; Front row: Hannah Ward, Alani Gonzalez, Kiauna 
Martin, Bayleigh Kraft, Lauren Stancel and December Baker. 


SUBMITTED BY MO SES J UMPER 
Hollywood Recreation Director 

HOLLYWOOD — The girls “12 and under” Seminole Fastpitch Softball Team recently won the 
county recreation softball championship in a close and exciting game against The Sting from Silver Lakes, 
Fla. Although at one point the Seminoles were down 2-5, they tied up the game and won by one point in 
extra innings. Tribal member Kiauna Martin hit the winning run. 

There are eight Tribal members on the team. Coach Moses Jumper said that although every team 
member contributed to the win, Tribal member Claireese Billie “carried the team in her hitting.” He said, 
“She’s probably one of our most improved players.” Dasani Frye also made some memorable plays. “Dasani 
was one of our top pitchers and also played first base and did a good job hitting,” he said. 

Annie Jumper was a notable player as well. “Annie did an outstanding job catching and hitting,” 
Jumper added. 

The team posted a 12-3 record throughout the season and qualified for the 9-team playoffs in which 
they went undefeated. 

The team is coached by Moses Jumper, Ruggy Jumper, Joe Collins and Ron Ward. Moses Jumper 
said that they have played together for two years. He said he hopes they can return to the Native American 
Youth Organization (NAYO) softball tournament in Mississippi in the future. The winter season will begin 
in January, and all Tribal girls are invited to come out for the team. 

For more information, contact Joe Collins at the Seminole gym in Hollywood or Ruggy Jumper at the 
Hollywood Tribal office. 


+ INFR 

From page 1C 


I’ve started barrel racing 
and roping on the Pro Rodeo 
circuit and am looking forward 
to next year.” 

The calf ropers worked 
hard for their points with Josh 
Jumper making it all the way 
to the Short Go. However, his 
final calf took him out of the 
running. BruisedHead drew a 
mean steer in the second round 
that ran over him. Slamming 
its head into his chest, it took 
him out of the race for the gold. 

Regional Finals Barrel 
Racing Champion Bowers had 
some great runs that took her 
all the way to the Short Go. 

Her final average of 68.539 
put her in eighth position for 
the championship. 

The INFR Junior/Senior 
Rodeos were an opportunity 
for the EIRA participants to 
shine. Growing up in the arena, 
most of these youngsters got 
their start riding sheep and 
running the barrels on a lead line. Years of hard work won them a slot at the Finals, and they put their hearts into 
the job at hand. 

The 2011 EIRA Boy’s All Around and Junior Breakaway Roping Champion, Jobe Johns, made it through all 
three rounds of the Junior Steer Riding and averaged eighth in the nation in the final count. 

Fourteen-year-old Smedley has been riding rough stock since he was old enough to climb on a sheep. As this 
year’s Junior EIRA Bull Riding Champion, he has expanded his field by competing in the Southern Pro Bull Riding 
Association and on the Christian Rodeo Circuit. 

“The points in Bull Riding are based on the performance of the rider and the bull,” Smedley said. “Unfortunately, 
I drew one that didn’t want to do his job and left me with a poor score. But that’s the luck of the draw and I’m 
already looking forward to next year.” 

Competing against the best of the best in the Junior Breakaway, three of the Tribe’s outstanding young athletes 
were counted in the national top 10. Blevyns Jumper ranked third, Andre Jumper took fifth and Jobe Johns earned 
sixth. 

It proved to be a tough barrel 
pattern for Kalgary Johns, Koenes 
and Budha Jumper running in their 
respective divisions, but it didn’t 
damper their spirits. 

“I was thrilled to have the 
chance to participate at the INFR,” 
Dayra Koenes said. “The best part 
was meeting so many other young 
Native Americans who share the 
same interests and enjoying the 
company of my friends. I can’t wait 
to get home and start preparing for 
the next season.” 

With 30 contestants vying for 
the World Championship in each 
of the major events, Tour Rodeos 
have become an important part of 
the qualifying process. The Tour 
Rodeos hosted by the EIRA in 
2011 have been recognized by the 
INFR as two of their major events 
of the year. Many of this year’s 
World Champions traveled across 
the country to earn their qualifying 
PhotocourtesyofQuickShotPhoto.com points j n Big Cypress and 

Leanna Billie won two golf buckles in the Ladies Breakaway Roping at the 2011 INFR. Brighton arenas. 



Photo courtesy of Quick Shot Photo.com 

Junior barrel racer Dayra Koenes flies through the barrels at the INFR in Las Vegas, Nev. 
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Legal Notice 

If you are a 

Native American Farmer 

or Rancher 

or the heir of one who was denied a 

USDA farm loan 

or loan servicing 

between 1981 and late 1999, 

The claims-filing period 
is about to end. 

To receive a payment 
you must file a claim 
by December 27, 2011. 

For free assistance filing a claim: 

call 1-888-233-5506 

or visit www.lndianFarmClass.com. 
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♦ WARRIORS 

From page 1C 



Naji Tobias 

Ahfachkee’s Matthew Bluebird dribbles his way past the Cape Coral 
Christian Crusaders defense in the second half of his team’s season- 
opening game on Dec. 1 in Immokalee. 


Stoots said she spent some time in efforts to bridge the age 
gap between the older and younger players, with the team’s 1 1 
players ranging from 10 to 17 years old. 

“That’s a huge difference in terms of maturity,” Stoots 
said. “So what we did was match the older players up with 
the younger ones. It’s like a big sister/little sister thing we 
have here. The older players are responsible for encouraging 
the younger ones on and off the court. They’ll encourage the 
younger players by actions such as writing cards to them and 
even giving each of them a bottle of Gatorade before game. It’s 
a team-building concept that has worked out really well.” 

And all that has helped the Lady Warriors win their first 
four games with relative ease, as evidence by their blowouts 
against Hialeah Educational Academy with a score of 45-18, 
St. John Neumann-Naples 61-40, LaBelle 50-39 and King’s 
Academy-Clewiston 49-12. 

The Lady Warriors finished the first half of their season 
with road games against Moore Haven and Donahue Academy- 
Ave Maria. 

The Lady Warriors will finish the second half of the 
2011-2012 season with five of seven home games against 
the following teams: King’s Academy-Clewiston on Jan. 9, 
Cape Coral Christian on Jan. 10, LaBelle on Jan. 17, their 
homecoming game against Moore Haven on Jan. 19 and their 
season finale against Donahue Academy on Jan. 27. 

The team’s final two road games are against St. John 
Neumann-Naples on Jan. 6 and Hialeah Educational Academy- 
Hialeah on Jan. 12. 

“We’ve been trying to focus on bringing them all together 
as one program, one family, one team,” Stoots said. “It has 
been a challenge at times, but I think it’s really showing on the 
court. I’m really proud of them for that.” 


Warriors boys team shows some promise 

The new addition of players like Ahfachkee senior 
Jonathan Robbins has provided a much-welcome spark to a 
team that suited just six players last season. 

Under the coaching leadership of Big Cypress Tribal 
citizens Cicero Osceola, first-year head coach, and Josh Jumper 
first-year assistant coach, the team’s enthusiasm suddenly 
grew from last year - and it has truly shown on the court. 

Though the boys lost their first three games of the season 
- 39-69 to Cape Coral Christian in the season opener, 32-98 
to Immokalee in the home opener and 25-52 to LaBelle on the 
road - there seems to be a feeling that they’ll likely win at least 
a few games this season. 

Robbins has almost single-handedly carried his team 
through the season’s first three games - he has averaged a 
team-high 20.3 points per game. However, statistics don’t tell 
the whole story as to how the boys are expected to grow as the 
season rolls along. 

There are now 10 players on this year’s team - a positive 
thing because not all of them will have to be on the court for 
the full 32 minutes of regulation, giving the players much- 
welcomed rest from time to time. 

“We’re going through growing pains right now,” Osceola 
said. “They’re learning, but we haven’t caught up as a team 
yet... But as you see, they have a lot of heart and they don’t 
give up. They’ll get it together and play pretty decent in a few 
games.” 

Osceola considers this season as a learning curve for his 
boys. 

“When you learn how to play against tougher teams, it 
boosts the confidence of our kids,” Osceola said. “Even though 
Immokalee beat us bad, they didn’t give up. In the second half, 
it always seems as if we play tougher.” 

Osceola said his team could have had a chance to win their 
road game against LaBelle, fighting back from a seemingly 
insurmountable halftime deficit to the Cowboys. 

“We played nowhere near where we should have,” 
Osceola said. “Keep in mind that we opened the season up 
with three games in three days. Our kids got to get mentally 
sound to the point that they won’t get tired, but it’s going to 
take some time.” 

This year’s team consists of: Christian Anderson, Jonah 
Alvarado, Roderick Bert, Corbin Billie, Matthew Bluebird, 
Quenton Cypress, Nathaniel Jim, Pratt, Robbins and Uriah 
Waggerby. 

The boys record is 1-3 as of Dec. 5. They played on the 
road against Moore Haven and Donahue Academy- Ave Maria 
to finish out the first half of their season. 

They will complete their second season with seven of 
eight games at home: against Cape Coral Christian on Jan. 
10, Charter of Boynton Beach on Jan. 13, LaBelle on Jan. 
17, Moore Haven on Jan. 19 for their homecoming game, 
Heartland Christian on Jan. 20, American Prep Academy on 
Jan. 26 and Donahue Academy Jan. 27 for the season finale. 

The boys’ final road game of the season is on Jan. 9 against 
Heartland Christian in Sebring. 

Osceola said he expects to see a lot of improvement as far 
as team play goes. 

If the boys score in the first half of games as much as - 
or even more than - they do in the second half, expect to see 
some wins on their final record. 

“I’ll wait until the end,” Osceola said. “We’re not 
worried about who we’re playing. It’s all about playing with 
defense, fundamentals and heart. Just watch; you’ll see a lot of 
improvement in our boys.” 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee Warriors boys team groups up. The team is hopeful that they will see some improvement. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee Lady Warriors freshman Sabre Billie at- 
tempts a long range jumper against St. John Neu- 
mann of Naples on Nov. 17. The Lady Warriors won 
61-40. 



Naji Tobias 


Ahfachkee’s Jonathan Robbins (team-high 19 points) 
goes up for a high-flying layup during his team’s 52- 
25 loss to the LaBelle Cowboys on Dec. 3. 



Naji Tobias 

The Ahfachkee Warriors girls team gets together. They’ve had a strong season so far. 




If you have DirecTV bulk programming* you have access 
to 1 00% native, Seminole programming each week. 
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THE 5 YEAR/ 
60,000 MILE 
POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY® 



OPEN 
7 DAYS! 


LINCOLN 



PINES FORD LINCOLN 

CATERS TO THE 
TRIBAL COMMUNITY 
& THEIR EMPLOYEES! 


THE LOWEST PRICES, PAYMENTS & FINANCING! 


0% FINANCE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SELECTED MODELS 


WIDE SELECTION 
OF CERTIFIED 
PRE-OWNED VEHICLES! 




Sj Y ▼ 



SEE VOUR NEW 
FORD FOR LESS 
SOMEWHERE ELSE? 

WE'LL < 
BEAT THEIR < 
PRICE! 


JUST CALL US! 


OVER 20 ACRES OF NEW & PRE-OWNED 

“A family owned and operated business” * We treat you like family” 





8655 PINES BLVD. 

HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. IN PEMBROKE PINES 



www.PinesFord.com 






